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PREFACE. 


The  history  of  the  Endowed  Schools  and  Statistics  of  Charities 
of  the  county  of  Stafford  is  a  new  task^  carried  oat  not  only 
with  the  hope  of  doing  good  within  its  bounds^  but  also  with 
a  view  to  opening  up  a  way  for  residents  in  the  other  counties 
of  England  and  Wales  to  give  to  the  nation  similar  expositions 
in  each  individual  county. 

Hundreds  of  volumes  have  been  written  as  to  the  wars, 
power^  and  grandeur  of  the  various  eminent  empires  of  the 
earth,  while  few  and  far  between  have  been  the  records  com- 
memorating the  education  of  their  sons,  or  their  progress  in 
learning  and  useful  knowledge  :  thus  the  empire  of  reason  has 
been  overwhelmed  by  that  of  conquest. 

From  the  Greek  and  Roman  writers,  it  is  clear  that  schools 
were  in  existence  in  Britain  before  the  Soman  invasion,  and 
that  the  scholars  were  solely  under  the  care  and  training  of  the 
Druids.  The  most  celebrated  one  was  in  the  Isle  of  Anglesea; 
and  it  is  said  that  many  of  the  youth  of  Gaul  were  sent  over  to 
have  their  education  finished  therein.  After  the  expulsion,  or 
rather  the  destruction  of  the  Druids,  the  Latin  language  was 
made  a  leading  feature  in  education,  as  may  be  proved  from 
Gildas,  who  said,  '*  Britain  might  then  have  been  more  properly 
called  a  Roman  than  a  British  island.^' 

Learning  flourished  from  the  end  of  the  first  to  the  middle 
of  the  fourth  century ;  but  afterwards  declined,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Saxons  in  England,  it  fell  lower  and  lower  in  the 
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esteem  of  the  people.  From  this  period  until  the  seventh  cen- 
tury, little  or  no  education  was  given.  Several  schools  were 
then  established^  it  is  true,  among  which  that  founded  by 
Augustine  stood  pre-eminent:  but  so  destitute  of  erudition  had 
the  people  been,  that  it  is  doubted  whether  one  soUtary  book 
could  be  found  in  England  on  his  arrival.  Thus,  books  had  to 
be  imported  from  foreign  lands  at  a  great  cost,  so  that  none  but 
the  most  opulent  were  possessed  of  them ;  and  schools  were 
consequently  established  in  palaces,  bishops'  residences,  and 
monasteries  only.  These,  in  their  turn,  were  destroyed  by  the 
Danes ;  and  when  Alfred  came  to  the  throne,  in  the  ninth  cen- 
tury, he  had  to  effect  their  restitution,  to  which  end  he  planted 
a  school  in  every  monastery.  In  these  schools,  youth  were 
taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  music,  rhetoric,  theology, 
and  the  Latin  language.  This  full  scheme  of  tuition  was 
necessary  to  clerical  youth  then,  because,  when  they  arrived  at 
manhood,  all  public  offices  were  filled  by  them,  the  laity 
being  loft  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  But  Alfred,  desirous  that 
they,  as  well  as  the  clergy,  should  be  educated,  founded  the  two 
Universities  for  that  express  purpose. 

Strange  to  say,  at  that  time  the  upper  ranks  felt  a  great 
disdain  for  learning ;  and  so  difficult  did  the  king  find  it  to 
induce  them  to  follow  his  wishes,  that  he  was  at  last  obliged  to 
pass  a  law  to  force  all  freeholders  possessed  of  two  hides  of  land 
or  upwards,  to  send  their  sons  to  school ;  and  so  beneficial  was 
this  found,  that  it  led  numbers  of  aged  persons  even,  whoso 
education  had  been  hitherto  neglected,  to  go  to  school ;  and 
every  pulpit  had  a  good  preacher,  and  every  diocese  a  learned 
bishop,  before  the  end  of  his  reign.  His  death,  followed  by  the 
renewed  incursions  of  the  Danes,  again  brought  learning  into 
neglect,  which  was  accelerated  by  the  supine  disposition  of  his 
son  and  successor,  and  the  deaths  of  several  eminently  learned 
men.  From  this  age,  up  to  the  accession  of  Edward  the 
Confessor,  darkness  prevailed;  when  he  at  once  repaired  to 
Oxford,  which  his  accomplished  and  learned  Queen  no  doubt 
encouraged  by  her  example. 

Learning  increased  much  in  the  twelfth  century,  and  schools 
began  to  spread  from  monasteries  and  convents  to  cities  and 
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towns.  The  Universities  were  then  called  "  Studies/'  but  soon 
afterwards  took  the  name  of  Universities^  from  all  kinds  of 
learning  being  taught  in  them^  and  their  doors  being  thrown 
open  to  foreigners  as  well  as  natives.  The  Cathedral  scholars^ 
in  the  middle  ages^  were  commonly  taught  by  the  bishop, — ^in 
fact,  he  was  frequently  the  only  teacher  they  had ;  but  after- 
wards they  were  placed  under  men  who  devoted  themselves 
entirely  to  the  education  of  youth,  and  had  prebends  assigned 
to  them  for  their  support.  These  men  were  called  ^'Scholastics 
of  the  Diocese,"  and  all  youths  designed  for  the  church  were 
entitled  to  be  instructed  by  them.  By  the  18th  canon  of  the 
the  third  General  Council  of  Lateran  (1179),  they  were  ordered 
to  be  examiners  of  all  other  schoolmasters  in  the  diocese, 
and  to  grant  them  teaching  licenses. 

Between  the  Conquest  and  the  death  of  King  John,  there 
were  557  religious  houses  in  England,  each  having  a  school 
attached :  and  it  is  a  satisfactory  answer  to  those  who  pretend 
that  grammar  schools  were  only  instituted  for  the  teaching  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  to  state  that  the  youths  in 
monastic  schools  were  taught  'Hhe  fair  and  beautiful  art  of 
writing,''  and  were  afterwards  employed  in  the  scriptorium,  or 
writing  chamber,  in  transcribing  works  for  the  church  and  the 
library.  Indeed,  so  far  were  they  from  being  confined  to 
Greek  and  Latin,  that  they  were  taught  rhetoric,  logic,  theo- 
logy, medicine,  and  the  civil  as  well  as  the  canon  law.  In  fact, 
the  monks  were  the  only  pleaders,  physicians,  and  school- 
masters of  those  times.  In  the  non-monastic  schools  in  the 
cities  and  towns,  reading,  writing,  grammar,  rhetoric,  logic, 
and  theology  were  also  taught ;  and  William  Fitzstephens,  (in 
the  reign  of  Henry  II.),  in  his  description  of  London,  tells  us 
that  many  such  were  then  established  there. 

A  singular  feature,  as  regards  education  in  England 
immediately  after  the  Conquest,  was,  that  the  Jews  had  many 
eminent  schools,  into  which  not  only  the  youth  of  the  Jewish 
faith,  but  the  sons  of  Christians,  were  admitted  freely]  and  so 
great  was  the  increase  of  public  schools  in  the  thirteenth 
century,  particularly  in  London,  that  Sir  George  Buc  (Stowe's 
Chronicle,  p.   1063)  entitled  them  "The  Third  University/' 
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Nevertheless,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  these  schools  decayed, 
and  learning  continued  to  languish  until  the  invention  of 
printing ;  but  fix^m  that  moment  they  revived,  as  we  find  in 
Ejiight^s  ''Life  of  Colet,^'  p.  100,  where  he  says  that,  within 
thirty  years  before  the  Reformation,  more  schools  were  en- 
dowed in  England  than  in  the  300  preceding  years.  After  this, 
education  spread  rapidly  among  laymen  as  well  as  clergymen, 
and  Edward  VI.  greatly  aided  these  blessings  by  establishing 
many  new  schools.  He  appointed  a  commission,  in  1549,  "  to 
take  diverse  orders  for  the  maintenance  and  continuance  of 
Bcollers,''  &c.  Under  this  commission  the  regulations  of 
schools  were  ordained.  This  was  followed  up  by  succeeding 
princes;  yet  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  the  early  impo- 
verishers  of  ecclesiastical  foundations  often  swallowed  up  the 
poor  scholars'  exhibitions  and  stipends  at  the  same  time,  as 
is  too  often  the  case  now. 

The  study  of  the  English  language,  in  the  commencement 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  was  neglected  for  classical  knowledge; 
yet,  in  1563,  there  were  only  two  divines  at  Oxford  capable  of 
preaching  before  the  university;  and  in  1570,  Home,  Bishop 
of  Winton,  put  tasks  before. the  minor  canons  beneath  the 
abilities  of  an  ordinary  schoolboy. 

During  the  period  of  the  Reformation,  schools  increased  so 
fast,  that  they  rather  called  for  regulation  than  augmentation. 
Yet  the  rudiments  of  education  were  only  given  therein,  and 
when  any  name  shines  forth  as  a  scholar,  the  school  need  not 
look  back  and  be  proud  of  it,  as  the  excellence  must  have  been 
attained  at  the  university. 

The  most  eminent  works  upon  schools  are  Roger  Aflcham^s 
''Schoolmaster,"  Christopher  Wase's  "Considerations  con- 
cerning Free  Schools  as  settled  in  England^'  (1678),  Beckwith's 
work  on  the  "Charitable  Institutions  of  England"  (1807),  and 
Ackermann's  "  History  of  the  Principal  Schools  of  England " 
(1816.)  After  these  followed  those  most  important  publications 
on  the  endowed  schools  of  England,  "  The  Select  Conmiittee^B 
Report  on  the  Schools  of  the  Metropolis,"  dated  1816 ;  their 
"Second  Report"  of  1817;  and  the  travelling  "Charity  Commis- 
sioners' Reports"  down  to  the  year  1839;  forming  a  huge  library 
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of  information  as  to  the  Endowed  Schools  of  this  kingdom.  ' 

If,  as  Dr.  Johnson  says,  ''  the  glory  of  a  people  arises  from 
its  authors,''  the  places  where  these  have  been  trained  must 
be  of  national  importance ;  and  ''  miserable,^'  says  Wase,  '^  is 
the  face  of  any  nation  where  neither  schools  nor  universities 
are  frequented.''  This  is  admitted  on  all  hands ;  yet  so  base 
are  some  men,  that  they  have  permitted  the  lands  and  frmds 
left  for  the  support  of  these  schools  to  be  alienated  in  many 
instances,  although  the  education  of  their  own  children  often 
depended  on  their  honest  application  j  forgetting  the  words  of 
Erasmus,  "  that  the  safety  of  States  depends  upon  three  things : 
a  proper  or  improper  education  of  the  princes,  upon  the 
preachers,  and  upon  the  schoolmasters.''  It  must  not  be 
forgotten,  that  not  only  were  these  schools  endowed  as  such, 
but  also  as  the  first  step  to  the  universities;  and  so  determined 
was  Elizabeth  that  this  should  be  the  case,  that  she,  in  1559, 
taxed  benefices  one-thirtieth  part  for  the  education  of  students. 
In  181(5,  a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  education  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  metropolis,  and  to 
report  their  observations  thereupon  (together  with  the  minutes 
of  the  evidence  taken  before  them),  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
House ;  and  they  were  also  instructed  to  consider  what  was  fit 
to  be  done  with  respect  to  the  children  of  paupers  who  were 
found  begging  in  the  streets,  in  and  near  the  metropolis,  or 
who  were  carried  about  by  persons  asking  charity,  and  whose 
parents,  or  other  persons  by  whom  they  were  accompanied, 
had  not  sent  such  children  to  any  of  the  schools  provided  for 
the  education  of  poor  children.  They  agreed  to  the  following 
Report,  dated  20th  June,  in  that  year : — 

"  Your  committee  have  exammed  a  great  body  of  evidenoe,  which  has  been 
reported  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  respecting  the  state  of  education  among  the 
lower  orders  in  the  metropolis ;  and  they  have  foxmd  reason  to  conclude,  that  a 
yery  large  number  of  poor  children  are  wholly  without  the  means  of  instruction, 
although  their  parents  appear  to  be  generally  very  desirous  of  obtaining  that 
advantage  for  them. 

"  Your  committee  haye  also  observed  with  much  satisfaction,  the  highly  bene- 
ficial effscts  produced  upon  all  those  parts  of  the  population  which,  assisted  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  various  charitable  institutions,  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of 
education. 
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"Your  oommittee  have  not  had  time  this  session  fally  to  report  their  opinion 
upon  the  different  branches  of  their  inquiry,  but  they  feel  persuaded  that  the 
greatest  advantages  would  result  to  this  country  from  Parliament  taking  proper 
measures,  in  concurrence  with  the  prevailing  disposition  in  the  community,  for 
supplying  the  deficiency  of  the  means  of  instruction  which  exists  at  present,  and 
for  extending  this  blessing  to  the  poor  of  all  descriptions. 

"Although  your  committee  have  not  been  instructed  to  examine  the  state  of 
education  beyond  the  metropolis,  they  have,  in  addition  to  what  has  appeared  in 
evidence,  received  communications,  which  show  the  necessity  of  Parliament,  as 
speedily  as  possible,  instituting  an  inquiry  into  the  management  of  charitable 
donations  and  other  funds  for  the  instruction  of  the  poor  of  this  country,  and 
into  the  state  of  their  education  generally,  especially  in  the  larger  towns :  And 
your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  most  effectual  as  well  as  the  least  expen- 
sive mode  of  conducting  such  an  inquiry,  would  be  by  means  of  a  Parliamentary 
commission." 

After  this,  a  commission  was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
state  of  all  the  Endowed  Schools  of  the  country,  and  subsequent 
commissions  have  been  in  operation  from  that  date  down  to 
the  present  date. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  vast  labours  of  these  commissions, 
it  is  only  necessary  to  point  to  the  large  volumes  called  the 
"  Charity  Commissioners'  Reports/'  the  extent  of  which  may 
be  guessed  at  from  the  county  of  StaflTord  Reports  forming  the 
thirty-first  volume,  containing  890  pages  in  itself. 

The  publication  of  these  Blue-book  Reports  was  carried  out 
on  purpose  for  the  public  benefit,  but  such  was  found  to  be  the 
task  of  wading  through  so  many  large  volumes,  that  the  House 
ordered  them  to  be  arranged  in  county  volumes  for  local 
distribution.  Before  this  was  done,  a  county  was  scattered 
throughout  the  various  volumes  according  to  the  successive  dates 
of  the  Commissioners'  travels  and  investigations,  whereas  now 
every  county  is  arranged  in  one  or  more  volumes,  and  may  be 
had  for  ten  shillings  each  volume,  at  Her  Majesty's  Stationery 
Office.  But  this  was  found  too  heavy  a  task  for  occasional 
investigation,  therefore  the  House  again  ordered  ''Digests^'  of 
these  Reports  to  be  printed  in  county  volumes,  each  of  which 
contains  from  50  to  100  pages  each.  These  Digests  are 
analytical,  and  contedn  "  Returns  of  Charities  for  distribution 
among  the  Poor,  Statistics  of  Grammar  Schools,  Schools  not 
classical,  and  of  Educational  gifts,  not  attached  to  Endowed 
Schools,"  and  were  published  in  1843. 
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The  whole  of  these  Digests  have  also  been  published  in  two 
complete  volumes,  of  1624  pages,  but  the  County  Digests  may 
be  had  separately,  at  from  nine-pence  to  three  shillings  per 
volume,  according  to  sizoj  so  that  any  investigator  of  these 
matters  can  get  all  he  requires  for  any  one  county,  at  from 
eleven  to  twenty-three  shillings. 

Still  further,  the  House  ordered  a  final  volume  to  be 
printed  for  general  use,  called  '^  Digests  of  the  General 
Charities,  and  Summaries  of  the  whole  of  the  Charity  Property 
and  Income/'  This  gives  the  totals,  and  can  be  hctd  for  nine- 
pence. 

The  House  of  Commons  and  the  Commissioners  so  far 
performed  their  duty — ^it  was  for  the  public  to  act,  seeing  that 
all  the  requisite  information  was  placed  within  their  reach.  It 
will  be  asked,  ''  Why  have  they  not  done  so  in  cases  of  noto- 
rious abuse  and  malversation  V  The  answer  is,  that  the  dread 
of  the  appalling  expenses  incurred  by  going  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  is  the  head  and  front  of  the  hesitation. 

But,  before  exposing  the  evils  attached  to  the  administra- 
tion of  this  notorious  Court,  I  must  enter  upon  a  due  examina- 
tion of  the  various  parts  of  the  machineiy  connected  with 
Endowed  Schools ;  and,  in  order  to  do  this  properly,  I  must 
divide  them  iuto  separate  heads  : — 

Iflt.— What  dass  of  boys  were  they  generally  founded  for  ? 

2nd. — ^What  are  generally  the  residentiary  qualifications  requisite  for  a  boy 
to  claim  his  admission  P 

3rd. — ^What  are  generally  the  required  qualifications  by  which  a  trustee  can 
be  elected  to  his  office ;  and  how  can  these  qualifications  be  altered  for  the 
improrement  and  benefit  of  the  schools  P 

4th. — ^What  are  the  evils  arising  from  the  Court  of  Chancery  being  the 
guardian  of  these  schools :  and  what  new  guardianship  can  be  adopted  to  give 
greater  efficiency  to  their  operations  P 

Sth. — ^What  are  the  evils  which  have  grown  out  of  the  permission  given  by 
the  Court  or  the  various  bodies  of  trustees  to  the  schoolmasters  to  take  private 
pupils,  commonly  called  boarders  P 

6th. — ^What  are  the  evils  belonging  to  the  appointment  of  special  visitors 
(the  bbhops  or  others)  P 

7th. — ^What  evils  have  resulted  from  the  power  given  to  trustees  to  exchange 
trust  properties,  and  not  to  sell  them  if  beneficial  for  the  school  trusts  P 

8th.— What  have  been  the  evils  caused  by  colleges  and  their  examiners 
having  the  power  to  elect  boys  to  scholarships  and  exhibitions,  instead  of  the 
trustees  electing  after  examination  P 
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9tL— What  are  the  evils  resulting  from  the  revenues  of  oolleg:iate  scholars  not 
bemg  subject  to  the  supervision  of  an  efficient  visiting  power  P 

10th. — ^What  are  the  evils  caused  by  a  classical  education  being  adopted  in 
these  schools  to  the  too  great  hindrance  of  oonimercial  studies  ? 

11th. — ^What  evils  have  arisen  from  the  trustees  of  these  schools  being  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  the  affairs  belonging  thereto  in  secret,  or  with  closed  doors  ? 

12th. — ^What  evils  have  arisen  from  clergymen  being  appointed  trustees  to 
these  schools,  wholly  or  in  part  P 

13th,  and  lastly. — ^Is  it  an  evil  for  a  charge  to  be  laid  on  the  scholars  where 
the  founder  declared  they  should  be  free,  and  where  there  are  funds  sufficient  to 
pay  the  masters  P 

Tliat  ahnost  all^  if  not  all^  these  schools  were  founded  for 
poor  hoys  must  be  felt  from  the  fact  of  their  being  charitable 
gifts.  This  would  be  acknowledged  to  be  the  true  intent  of  the 
founders^  even  were  there  no  recorded  testimony  to  prove  it ; 
but  there  is  no  want  of  testamentary  evidence  to  show  that 
the  rich  were  not  to  be  the  recipients. 

Yet^  in  some  cases^  we  see  that  not  only  do  rich  men's  sons 
thrust  out  the  poor^  but  that  they  are  induced  to  come  from  a 
distance  to  do  so, — ^the  inducements  being  scholarships,  fellow- 
ships, prizes  of  various  sorts,  and  boarding-houses  to  live  in, 
belonging  to  the  charities. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  also,  when  it  is  not  expressed  to 
the  contrary,  that  every  school  was  founded  for  the  use  of  boys 
whose  parents  dwell  in  the  town  or  parish  where  the  school 
is ;  and  some  parentis,  feeling  this,  have  become  residents  in 
a  town  where  a  foundation  school  has  been  established.  They 
are  called  ''  squatters,^'  because  they  generally  leave  the  place 
so  soon  as  their  children's  education  is  completed. 

As  to  the  prizes,  scholarships,  fellowships,  &c.,  &c.,  belong- 
ing to  some  of  these  schools.  Counsellor  Bethell  might  well 
put  it  in  the  shape  he  did  on  the  Manchester  free  school  case 
being  heard,  thus: — "  Supposing  these  rich  parents  had 
established  a  stud  of  racing  horses,  for  which  they  had  built 
stabling,  provided  trainers,  and  subscribed  money  for  plates 
to  be  competed  for,  and  all  this,  solely,  for  horses  bred  and 
reared  in  that  particular  parish ;  how  would  they  like  for  richer 
and  more  powerful  men,  living  at  a  distance,  to  offer  tempting 
annual  sums  of  money  to  these  trainers  to  get  their  horses 
into  the  stables  provided  for  those  bred  and  reared  in  that 
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parish  alone^  and  to  allow  their  horses  to  run  or  compete  for 
the  annual  prizes  belonging  to  the  parish  horses  ?  Of  course, 
this  would  not  be  permitted  in  such  a  case ;  but  in  that  of 
boys,  it  is  thought  to  be  perfectly  fair/' 

With  regard  to  the  present  system  of  electing  trustees,  it  is 
quite  apparent  that  that  is  one  of  the  greatest  evils  of  the 
system.  For  a  given  number  of  surviving  trustees  to  have  the 
power  to  elect,  appoint,  or  nominate  the  remainder,  is  only 
for  these  men  to  choose  those  with  whom  they  are  intimate, 
whether  qualified  or  not  for  the  office.  This  in  itself  is  an 
evil,  but  that  they  should  have  the  power  to  elect  them  for  life, 
is  still  more  injurious  in  its  operation.  And  why  ?  Because 
all  men,  holding  an  office  for  life,  almost  invariably  are  found 
to  be  blind  as  to  reformations ;  and  as  the  correction  of  trusts 
involves  no  pecuniary  loss  in  these  ccises,  they  absolutely  be- 
come indifferent  as  to  the  donor's  intents.  The  cure  for  this 
evil  would  be  that  of  electing  the  trustees  on  the  same  popular 
plan  as  that  of  town-councillors,  viz. : — one-third  every  year 
by  vote  of  rate-payers.  Then  cures  would  be  effected,  griev- 
ances redressed,  and  reasonable  reforms  carried  out  for  the 
benefit  of  the  boys  on  the  foundation. 

This  alteration  in  the  election  of  trustees  would,  of  course, 
take  their  election  or  sanction  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery ;  and  this  would  be  a  great  improvement,  because 
the  Court  is  often  imposed  upon  in  the  names  of  parties 
recommended  as  most  fit  for  its  sanction.  In  many  cases, 
the  governors  are  persons  living  at  a  distance,  although 
the  founders  may  have  ordered  that  unless  the  proper  number 
cannot  be  found  in  the  parish,  they  shall  not  go  out  of  the 
parish  for  them. 

As  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  being  allowed  to  continue  to 
be  the  guardian  of  these  charities,  it  is  quite  preposterous; 
nay,  it  is  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  to  the  nation  at  large 
that  it  has  become  intolerable.  To  allow  it  to  exercise  a  juris- 
diction over  so  many  educational  institutions,  so  different  in 
their  foundations,  characteristics,  and  belonging  to  such  differ- 
ently constituted  populations,  is  quite  absurd.  If  it  were, 
as  it  is  styled^  a  court  of  equity,  of  course  it  would  deal  out 
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equitable  laws  to  all  its  children ;  but  what  is  the  case  ?  At 
Manchester,  Tiverton,  Ludlow,  and  other  places,  boarders  have 
been  aboUshed  by  the  judgments  of  two  Lord  Chancellors, 
and  one  Vice- Chancellor ;  whilst  at  Kidderminster  and  Repton 
they  have  been  retained  by  another  Vice- Chancellor;  and  in 
numerous  other  places  by  other  orders  of  the  Court.  At  many 
places,  head-money  is  ordered  to  be  charged ;  at  many  others, 
disallowed.  In  some  schools,  the  classics  are  ordered  to  be 
taught  free ;  in  others,  the  annihilation  of  the  classics  sanc- 
tioned; in  some  that  are  very  rich,  the  boys  are  limited  to  forty; 
whilst  in  others,  with  smaller  funds,  they  are  not  Umited. 

This  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  seeing  that  the  judges,  in 
nearly  all  the  cases,  have  been  unacquainted  with  the  educa- 
tional wants  of  the  particular  places  in  which  the  schools  are 
situated ;  and  in  others,  they  themselves  having  been  educated 
in  this  description  of  school,  think  the  system  by  which  they 
have  risen  is  the  best,  and  pay  no  regard  to  the  orders  of  tho 
founders.  This  is  to  be  seen  in  a  variety  of  cases  ;  and  one  of 
our  greatest  and  most  esteemed  judges — a  man  opposed  to 
wrong  in  most  shapes,  and  a  hearty  reformer  of  abuses — 
thought  it  quite  right,  or,  at  least,  never  thought  it  quite 
wrong,  for  his  own  two  sons  to  be  educated  in  schools  pecu- 
liarly founded  for  the  poor — one  of  them  having  been  educated 
at  llepton,  and  the  other  at  Shrewsbury. 

But  the  most  astonishing  thing  belonging  to  the  whole 
matter  of  .the  Guardianship  of  Chancery,  is  the  obscure, 
tedious,  endless,  and  plundering  system  of  its  trials,  when 
equity  is  sought  at  its  hands.  Equity,  forsooth !  allovdng  cases 
to  be  before  it  for  150  years*  down  to  11  years,  that  a  jury 
could  settle  in  a  day  or  two  !  Equity  !  whereby  it  swallows  up 
the  funds  left  by  charitable  individuals  for  the  use  of  poor 
children,  to  the  amount  of  thousands  of  pounds !  Equity !  by 
its  sanctioning  one  set  of  rules  for  one  school,  and  other  sets 
for  others  of  tho  same  character !  Equity  !  by  its  saying  one 
day  that  boarders  are  desirable,  and  another  that  they  are  not 
to  bo  allowed  I    Equity !  by  declaring  that  a  classical  education 

*  Sco  tho  Morpeth,  liartlcbury,  Bewdley,  Bromsgrovc,  Dudley,  and  innu* 
iiicmblti  oikcr  caaos — Page  132  and  following  of  "Educational  RegUter." 
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is  best  for  a  commercial  population,  and  a  commercial  education 
most  fit  where  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  pay  for  both  the  one 
and  the  other !  Equity !  in  limiting  the  number  of  scholars  to 
forty,  as  at  the  Charter-house,  Westminster,  Kidderminster, 
and  others,  where  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  teach  a  much 
greater  number,  and  placing  no  limit  where  the  population  is  a 
mere  nothing  I  Equity,  indeed  I  Its  equity  seems  to  exist  in 
being  as  expensive,  tedious,  contradictory,  and  unpopular  as 
possible,  in  almost  all  its  deUberations  and  decisions  ! 

The  practice  of  allowing  special  visitors  to  be  appointed  is 
a  burlesque,  because  the  other  duties  to  which  they  have  to 
attend  give  them  no  time  to  visit  the  schools.  How  often  has 
the  special  visitor  (the  ordinary)  visited  these  schools,  to  see 
if  the  regulations  have  been  properly  carried  out  ? 

The  power  given  to  clerical  examiners  to  elect  boys  to 
exhibitions  and  scholarships,  without  asking  or  considering 
whether  those  boys  were,  or  are,  the  proper  objects  of  such 
benefits,  will  be  sufficiently  exemplified  in  many  cases. 

The  disposal  of  the  funds  of  these  schools  being  carried  on 
without  any  public  supervision,  is  also  a  great  evil.  The  meet- 
ings of  the  trustees  being  conducted  with  closed  doors,  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  overstepping  the  boimds  of  sound  com- 
mon sense,  and  there  being  no  check  upon  such  mistakes, 
many  errors  become  confirmed,  which  would  otherwise  be 
revoked  if  subject  to  public  opinion. 

One  of  the  most  injurious  and  inconsistent  practices  belong- 
ing to  the  acts  of  trustees  is,  where  we  find  a  classical  education 
given  without  charge,  while  the  poorer  boys,  who  require  only 
a  commercial  education,  are  compelled  to  pay  as  much,  in 
many  cases,  for  their  learning,  with  a  good  foundation  fdnd  at 
hand,  as  would  be  required  from  them  at  proprietary  schools. 

There  is  a  feeling  very  prevalent,  and  which  is  often  sanc- 
tioned by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  that  payment  makes  a  school 
respectable,  and  that  a  mixture  of  upper  class  boys  is  beneficial 
to  the  whole.  This  would  be  reasonable  where  the  funds  are  not 
sufficient  in  the  one  case,  and  if  the  upper  class  boys  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  the  classical  branches  of  education  in  the 
other.     But  where  the  rents  or  revenues  are  ample,  and  the 
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poorer  boys  have  a  right  to  a  free  education  according  to  the 
will  of  the  founder,  or  where  the  funds  have  increased  greatly 
since  the  foundation,  it  is  very  unjust  to  give  the  rich  boys  the 
privilege  of  free  classical  instruction,  and  make  the  poor  boys 
pay  for  their  commercial  education. 

The  words  of  Lord  Lyndhurst,  in  the  case  of  the  Attorney- 
General  V.  Lord  Stamford,  would  be  true,  if  the  founders' 
intentions  were  carried  out,  viz. :  ''  That  these  schools  are  the 
avenues  by  which  the  humbler  classes  can  force  their  way  into 
the  highest  situations  of  the  State.''  But  if  you  put  an 
immense  bar  across  the  avenue — ^a  charge  too  heavy  for  the 
humble-class  parents  to  pay — the  boys  must  turn  back,  and 
can  never  reach  the  middle  situations  in  trade,  much  less  the 
highest  situations  in  the  state. 

It  is  often  stated,  that  to  exclude  boarders  would  lower  the 
standard  of  the  masters.  This  is  a  very  singular  statement. 
As  long  as  a  master  is  amply  paid,  what  can  the  presence  of 
boarders  have  to  do  with  exalting  his  standard  ?  Rather  is  it 
not  the  fact,  that  the  standard  to  which  the  school  is  brought 
by  boarders,  leads  to  the  exclusion  of  the  foundation  boys  in 
many  cases? 

Carlisle,  in  his  Work  on  "  Endowed  Schools,''  says  that 
there  was  scarcely  one  of  these  Grammar  Schools  in  which 
boarders  were  not  received  in  his  day;  and  that ''  great  advan- 
tages resulted  from  the  admixture  of  the  diflTerent  classes." 
Now  these  are  very  important  statements,  and  deserve  the 
strictest  investigation.  If  correct,  boarders  must  be  a  benefit : 
if  not  founded  on  facts,  the  boarding  system  becomes  mis- 
chievous. I  have  consulted  Carlisle's  work,  and  it  now  lies 
before  me.  Let  us  refer  to  Worcestershire,  in  the  first  place, 
for  proof  or  disproof  of  this  point.  Carlisle  states,  that  at 
Bewdley  *'  the  school  is  open  as  a  Free  Grammar  School  to  the 
children  of  all  the  inhabitants,  but  there  are  none  at  present  on 
the  foundation — the  master  has  abont  thirty  boarders;*"  so  that 
the  admixture  of  the  different  classes  did  not  result  in  this 

*  ThiB  School  has  been  shut  up  ever  since  1835,  having  been  placed  in  Chan- 
cery then;  and  the  dread  of  this  Court  prerents  the  inhabitants  seeking  its 
restoration. 
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school.  At  Dudley,  there  were  only  eight  boarders ;  at  Eves- 
ham, no  boarders.  At  Feckenham,  the  head  master  had  a 
deputy,  and  Carlisle  records  no  boarders.  At  Hartlebury,  in 
1816,  there  were  twenty  town  boys  and  thirty-two  boarders; 
and  the  boarders  went  on  increasing  until^  from  1828  to  1832, 
there  were  no  free  boys  in  the  upper  or  classical  school  at  all ! 
At  Kidderminster,  the  then  head  master  took  no  boarders.  At 
Martley,  there  were  no  boarders.  At  King's  Norton,  there 
were  no  boarders.  At  Bock,  the  boys  were  ail  boarders.  At 
Stourbridge,  they  were  all  fi*ee  boys — sometimes  ten,  and  some- 
times none  !  At  Wolverley,  no  boarders.  At  Worcester  (free 
school),  there  were  twelve  free  boys,  but  the  number  of  board- 
ers is  not  named.  Is  this^  then^  the  admixture  of  the  classes 
so  much  lauded  by  Carlisle  ? 

In  the  ''  Family  Almanack  and  Educational  Register,^'  for 
1852,  published  by  Parker,  in  the  Strand,  are  to  be  found  the 
following  results  of  the  boarding  system  in  the  schools  named. 
At  page  40  in  the  lislt  is  Bamet  Free  Grammar  School,  with 
twenty-four  governors  and  two  schoolmasters,  in  which,  in 
1860,  there  were  seven  free  boys,  and  twenty-three  boarders; 
and  in  the  ^'  Head  Master's  Circular,'^  p^ge  24  of  the  adver- 
tisements, he  announces  that  ''his  boarders  are  kept  in  a  pri- 
vate apartment,  separate  from  the  day  scholars  and  foundation 
boys  I  "  At  page  80  in  the  list,  is  Grantham  Free  Grammar 
School,  "  founded  by  Bishop  Fox,  in  1528,  and  endowed  by 
Edward  VI.,  in  1553,  fi-ee  to  boys  not  under  eight  years  of 
age,  whose  parents  or  guardians  live  within  a  mile  of  Grantham, 
with  an  income  from  the  endowment  of  £800,  and  eight  exhi- 
bitions, and  four  scholarships ; '^  and  it  is  modestly  stated, 
''that  the  free  boys  seldom  go  to  college.^'  In  the  advertise- 
ment by  the  five  masters  it  is  announced  that  ''extensive 
playgrounds,  both  in  grass  and  gravel,  have  heen  set  apa/rt  for 
the  master's  boarders.^'  Of  course^  the  boys  not  being  allowed 
to  mix  together  in  the  playground,  are  not  very  likely  to 
"admix''  in  school  or  elsewhere.  At  page  89  in  the  list,  there 
is  Henley-on-Thames  Royal  Free  Grammar  School,  founded 
1605,  now  under  the  visitorship  of  the  Bishop  of  Oxford,  and 
free  to  twenty  -five  boys,  with  an  income  of  £862 ;  and  at  page 
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29  of  the  advertisements,  the  head  master  announces  the 
following : — "  N.B,  The  day  scholars  are  feio  and  select,  as 
there  is  an  endowed  '  lower  school  ^  in  the  town/^  Of  course 
the  endowed  lower  school  boys  cannot  "admix"  with  the 
forty-eight  boarders  and  select  day  scholars  in  the  upper 
Endowed  School.  At  page  120  in  the  list,  is  Lichfield  Free 
Grammar  School,  founded  by  Edward  VI.,  to  which  are 
attached  nine  exhibitions,  and  in  which  there  were  but  twenty- 
eight  scholars  in  1851 ;  and  at  page  31  of  the  advertisements, 
the  head  master  announces  that  "  there  are  no  free  boys  of  an 
inferior  grade  upon  this  foundation  ! "  and  also,  "  that  his 
house  is  distinct  from  the  grammar  school,  except  for  the 
hours  of  public  inst^ction  ! "  Therefore,  "  admixture  "  of 
inferior  grade  boys  was  shunned  here.  But  I  must  refer  my 
readers  to  an  abundance  of  similar  testimony  in  this  book, 
showing  fully  that  the  "admixture  of  classes"  is  carefully 
avoided,  and  foundation  funds  and  exhibitions,  intended  for 
others,  are  given  to  the  sons  of  the  rich.  ' 

On  the  other  side  of  the  question,  there  are  schools  men- 
tioned in  this  work,  such  as  Aylesbury  school,  free  to  sons  of 
inhabitants,  with  an  income  of  but  £439  per  annum,  where 
there  are  120  free  scholars;  and  Wirksworth  school,  where 
there  are  60  boys,  with  an  endowment  income  of  £170. 

But,  doubtless,  the  gist  of  the  whole  matter  is,  that 
schemes  have  been  procured  ex  parte,  or  otherwise,  to  raise 
boarding  establishments  on  the  ruins  of  the  foundation  boys' 
rights,  and  to  disturb  these  would  be  mischief  incalculable  1 
True,  but  to  whom  would  the  mischief  accrue  ?  Why  to  the 
masters  and  officers  of  such  schools  as  St.  Paul's,  London, 
where  the  education  of  153  children  costs  between  £5,000  and 
£6,000 ;  *  or  of  the  Mercers'  school,  where  there  are  about 
£700  spent  on  educating  thirty-five  free  boys,  and  where 
£1,000  pension  was,  a  few  years  since,  given  to  the  retiring 
head  master ;  or  of  Homsey  school,  where  the  boys  are  limited 
to  forty,  with  an  income  of  £800;  or  of  the  Charter-house 

*  This  school  is  free  to  natives  of  all  countries,  and  has  from  seven  to  ten 
exhibitions.  The  odd  foundation  number  is  based  on  the  11  th  verse  of  the  2l8t 
chapter  of  St  John. 
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school,  where  the  limit  of  free  boys  is  forty — the  eternal  forty 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery ! — ^with  an  income  of  thousands  per 
annum  (the  limit  of  the  free  boys  in  this  school  being  against 
the  founder^s  express  order),  and  founded  for  the  destitute 
without  limitation ;  or  of  the  Repton  school,  founded  for  the 
poor,  where  there  were  but  thirty -four  free  boys,  and  where 
£340  per  annum  are  given  to  eight  gentlemen's  sons  as  foun- 
dationers, and  £750  per  annum  paid  to  the  masters,  in  addition 
to  the  profits  on  twenty-six  boarders,  and  where  the  same 
eight  gentlemen's  sons  get  the  £30  worth  of  books  per  annum, 
left  by  Mr.  Ward,  for  poor  boys  going  to  the  school ;  or  of 
Westminster,  with  its  immense  revenues,  and  its  forty  foun- 
dation  boys,  who  paid  in  1850  only  £1,800  fees  and  charges ; 
or  of  Wolverhampton,  with  its  gross  rental  of  £1,030,  and 
forty  boys ;  or  of  Stourbridge,  with  its  £600  and  odd,  and 
two  masters'  residences,  where  there  are  but  about  thirty  boys ! 
But  not  only  are  there  a  host  of  schools  where  sins  of  com- 
mission exist  as  detailed  above,  but  there  are  as  many  where 
sins  of  omission  are  as  palpable,  and  stUl  more  injurious  in  their 
operation.  For  instance,  at  St.  Mary  Eedcliff,  Bristol,  *  there 
are  neither  scholars  nor  master ;  at  Cheltenham,  no  scholars ; 
at  Donnington,  in  Lincolnshire,  with  an  income  of  £1,300  and 
400  scholars,  Latin  and  Greek  are  not  taught,  although 
expressly  ordered  by  the  founder;  at  Dulwich,  where  the  income 
is  very  large,  with  exhibitions  also,  there  are  but  twelve  boys, 
and  the  exhibitions  are  not  given  to  them,  and  it  is  said  '^there 
are  very  good  reasons  for  no  return  of  the  state  of  this  school 
being  made  on  application."  At  Eirkleatham  School  (York- 
shire), founded  for  thirty  poor  scholars,  with  an  endowment 
income  of  £350,  in  1851  there  was  no  scholar,  and  the  Charity 
Commissioners  say — "This  school  has  long  ceased  to  exist. 
A  salary  of  £100  is  paid  to  the  head  master,  residing  six  miles 
from  the  school,  and  £50  to  the  usher  residing  in  the  parish, 
not  in  the  school  house — ^master  and  usher  both  in  orders." 
At  Kii-ton  (Lincolnshire),  in  Lindsey  division,  there  are  seven 
scholarsliips  and  two  fellowships  never  made  use  of  by  the 
scholars,  because  the  school  is  converted  into  a  National  one. 

*  For  all  thc&u  sUitcmcute  sco  '^  Educational  Bcgistcr,"  1851. 
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At  Kirton  (Holland  division),  the  school  was  shut  up  in  1851^ 
having  gone  on  a  visit  to  see  Mother  Chancery  in  1837,  and  has 
never  returned.  At  Scorton,  Yorksliire,  where  the  vicar  is  the 
principal  trustee,  with  an  income  of  £210,  there  were,  in  1850, 
about  ten  or  twelve  children,  who  got  a  very  poor  education. 
At  Blackburn  (Lancashire),  with  fifty  governors,  an  unlimited 
freedom,  an  income  of  £120,  and  the  Eev.  James  Bennett  as 
master,  not  one  scholar  in  1851.  At  Badworth  (Cheshii-e), 
where  the  endowment  is  £269,  out  of  which  the  master,  who 
has  fifty  scholars,  gets  but  £75.  At  Clonmel  (Ireland),  income 
£619,  and  six  free  and  seven  pay  boys  !  At  Dartford  (Kent), 
income  £60,  no  boys !  At  Goudhurst  (Kent),  no  scholars.  The 
trustees  repaired  the  school  in  1 839,  thinking  it  was  their  own, 
but  it  proved  to  be  leasehold,  under  the  modest  dean  and  chap- 
ter of  Rochester,  who  demanded  thereupon  a  £200  fine  !  At 
Guilsborough,  income  £80,  no  scholars,  as  Mother  Chancery 
has  had  the  rents  under  her  care  for  twenty  years.  At  Douglas 
(Isle  of  Man),  a  schoolmaster  (Rev.  John  Cannell),  scholarships 
and  money  gifts  for  scholars,  but  no  scholars  !  At  Lewisham, 
an  income  of  £1,150,  and  thirty-five  scholars.  At  Oakham, 
scholars  twenty-four,  income  £650.  At  Pocklington,  thirty 
scholars,  income  £900,  and  five  scholarships ;  and  at  Ruabon, 
where,  with  an  endowment  of  £99  in  1847,  there  was  neither 
master  nor  scholars,  and  the  school-house  turned  into  a  lumber 
room. 

These,  then,  are  the  evils  which  trustees  ought  to  cure; 
and  how  dead  must  those  trustees  be  who  look  on  such-like 
malversations  daily  without  reforming  them.  Can  there  be  any 
sense  of  shame  in  them,  or  desire  for  justice  ? 

I  could  go  on  thus,  enumerating  school  after  school,  where  the 
''mischief"  of  reform  would  disturb  such  a  bed  of  leeches  as 
never  were  allowed  to  suck  the  blood  of  the  middle  and  working 
classes  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  but 
enough  has  been  shown  to  prove  that  if  some  of  the  viedium 
schools  were  reformed,  numbers  possessing  immense  revenues 
would  he  brought  under  public  notice  and  reformation. 

It  must  be  clear  that  where  there  is  a  moderate  foundation 
fund  the  commercial  scholars  should  go  free,  and  the  classical 
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be  called  npon  to  pay ;  if  not,  why  should  poor  boys  be 
admitted  at  all  ?  What  are  the  donor's  orders  ?  Why  are 
commercial  masters  appointed-?  What  is  the  use  of  such 
ftmdSy  large  school  houses^  and  of  a  large  body  of  trustees,  if 
the  commercial  boys  involve  no  principle,  and  are  of  no  con- 
sideration? Most  preposterous  I  How  long  is  the  talent  of 
making  the  worse  appear  the  better  cause  to  prevail?  How 
long  shall  huge  salaries,  and  "  proficiency  in  the  art  of  tongue 
fence,''  be  allowed  to  cheat  common  sense?  How  long  is  this 
wearisome,  oppressive,  and  expensive  Court  of  Chancery  to 
decide  points  to  the  perpetual  discomfiture  and  loss  of  the 
people  of  this  great  commercial  pmpire? 

This  equitable  Court  brings  to  mind  forcibly  the  words  of 
an  eminent  writer  of  the  present  day,  where  he  says,  ''To  decree 
injustice  by  a  law !  diabolic,  I  say :  no  quantity  of  bombazeen 
or  lawyers'  wigs,  three  readings,  and  solemn  trumpeting  and 
bow-wowing  in  high  places  or  in  low,  can  hide  its  frightful 
infernal  tendency !  This  is  the  throne  of  iniquity,  set  up  in  the 
name  of  the  Highest,  the  human  apotheosis  of  anarchy  itself! 
Eveiy  doit  of  this  account  will  have  to  be  settled  one  day,  as 
sure  as  Grod  lives !  Principal  and  compound  interest,  rigorously 
computed,  and  the  interest  is  at  a  terrible  rate  per  cent,  in 
these  cases  I" 

The  truth  of  the  whole  matter  resolves  itself  into  one  com- 
plexion, and  that  is,  that  the  system  so  favourable  to  the  upper 
classes,  and  so  mischievous  to  the  middle  and  working  classes, 
is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  conspiracy  on  the  part  of  the 
former  to  deprive  the  latter  of  their  birthright  in  education. 
Shall  it  continue?  No!  Parents  must  protest,  towns  must 
agitate,  and  honest  legislators  must  prefer  complaints  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  until  this  foul  deprivation  of  the  rights 
of  the  middle  and  working  classes  be  fuUy  and  irrevocably 
reformed. 

What,  then,  would  effect  a  reformation  of  these  great  and 
notorious  evils?  Nothing  but  an  Act  of  Parliament,  embrac- 
ing, amongst  others,  the  following  provisions : — 

That  the  Court  of  Chancery  shall  oease  to  be  the  goardian  of  all  educational 
trusts. 

d 
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That  the  trustees  sliall  be  elected  m  the  same  maimer  as  town  councillors  are, 
and  their  chairman  by  the  trustees. 

That  the  education  of  the  scholars  in  each  school  shall  be  in  accordance  with 
the  wants  of  the  locality,  the  requirements  of  the  age,  and  the  abilities  of  the 
scholars. 

That  the  boys  shall  belong  to  the  class  and  place  of  residence  contemplated 
by  the  founder. 

That  there  shall  be  a  County  Board  consisting  of  one  trustee  from  each  school 
in  the  county,  whose  revenues  or  payments  to  schoolmasters  amount  to  £50  per 
annum  or  more,  and  that  they  shall  meet  annually  in  the  most  central  town  in 
the  county. 

That  each  member  of  the  County  Board  shall  be  elected  by  the  vote  of  the 
body  of  which  he  is  a  member. 

That  the  property  of  each  school  shall  be  invested  in  its  own  trustees. 

That  there  shall  be  an  auditor  appointed  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  this 
Board,  who  shall  be  furnished  by  each  trust  with  an  annual  account  of  its 
receipts  and  disbursements,  one  month  before  the  successive  annual  meetings  of 
the  Board,  in  order  that  he  shall  examine  and  then  produce  them  at  the  general 
annual  meeting. 

That  the  accounts  shall  be  published  once  every  year  in  the  county  news- 
papers, and  posted  every  half-year  on  the  doors  of  all  churches  and  chapels  in 
each  place  where  a  school  exists. 

That  all  complaints  of  the  inhabitants  by  deputation  shall  be  heard  by  the 
County  Board  at  their  annual  meetings,  as  to  the  mismanagement  or  the  desired 
improvement  of  any  of  the  schools. 

That  an  appeal  shall  be  granted  from  their  decisions  to  trial  by  special  jury 
at  the  next  ensuing  assises,  which  shall  be  final. 

That  when  the  funds  are  sufficient  to  remunerate  the  number  of  masters 
required  by  the  schools,  no  boarders  shall  be  allowed. 

That  all  schoohnasters  shall  be  subject  to  six  months'  notice  from  the  trustees 
to  give  up  their  office. 

That  special  visitors  shall  no  longer  be  recognised  or  allowed  to  visit  the 
schools. 

That  the  trustees  shall  be  empowered  to  sell,  as  well  as  exchange,  trust  pro- 
perties, subject  to  the  ratification  of  the  County  Board  at  its  next  annual 
meeting. 

That  all  transactions  shall  be  put  to  the  vote  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
County  Board,  and  a  majority  of  those  assembled  shall  be  empowered  to 
ratify  them. 

That  the  exhibitions,  scholarships,  fellowships,  and  prizes,  shall  be  confined 
to  foundation  boys  alone,  unless  ordered  otherwise  by  the  founder. 

That  the  County  Board  shall  c&rry  on  its  transactions  in  open  court. 

That  no  clergyman  shall  be  a  trustee  or  member  of  the  County  Board,  as 
their  parochial  duties  would  be  thereby  materially  interfered  with. 
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That  the  Board  shall  appoint  a  chairman  every  year  when  they  meet,  who 
shall  have  the  power  to  give  a  casting  vote  when  necessary. 

That  all  new  rules  or  alterations  shall  be  published  ux  the  county  papers. 

That  the  expenses  incurred  by  such  meetings,  auditorship,  and  publications, 
shall  be  paid  by  the  rate  of  one  penny  in  the  pound,  to  be  levied  upon  the 
school  rents,  where  those  rents  in  any  single  case  amount  to  £50  per  amium  or 
upwards. 


I  beg  to  thank  the  various  Gentlemen,  the  Secretaries, 
Trustees,  Masters  and  Mistresses  of  schools,  and  other  persons 
connected  therewith,  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  who  (with  two 
or  three  exceptions)  have  given  mo  all  the  information  I  asked 
for,  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  various  Endowments. 


GEO.  GRIFFITH. 


KlDDEEMINSTEE,   NoV.    IST,  1859. 


•    FREE  SCHOOLS  AND  ENDOWMENTS. 


INTEODUCTION. 

Stafpobdshtee  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  kingdom,  and 
whilst  it  abounds  in  manufacturing  enterprise  and  wealth, 
contains  a  full  average  of  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  seats. 
The  northern  part  of  the  county  boasts  of  the  Potteries  and  its 
hive  of  inhabitants ;  the  southern,  of  Wolverhampton,  and  the 
immense  population  touching  as  far  as  Birmingham;  whilst 
between  these  extremes,  an  agricultural  district  reposes, 
second  to  none  in  the  kingdom  for  fertility  of  soil  and 
diversity  of  scenery.  The  breadth  of  the  county  is  about 
60  miles,  north  to  south,  and  the  length  30,  east  to  west,  com- 
prising 760,000  acres,  or  1184  square  statute  miles.  The 
population  is  700,000,  being  more  than  double  the  number 
it  was  half-a-century  ago :  thus  making  it  the  seventh  county, 
as  to  population,  in  England ;  whilst  it  boasts  of  being  third 
in  manufacturing  importance. 

The  statistics  of  this  county  embrace  145  parishes,  350 
towns  (7  of  which  are  parliamentary  boroughs,  returning  13 
members),  21  market  towns,  and  1000  villages,  scattered 
over  which  are  260  benefices.     Its  only  city  is  Lichfield;  and 
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its   most   populous   town   and   parish,    Wolverhampton,    con- 
tain 100,000  souls.* 

With  such  a  numerous  and  actively  employed  population, 
a  question  arises  as  to  the  educational  statistics  of  the  county. 
Taking  it  on  either  side, — an  unexampled  increase  in  its  trad- 
ing population  on  the  one,  and  a  very  thinly-scattered  rural 
population  on  the  other, — it  is  important  to  know  whether  the 
Educational  Endowments  and  Charity  Trusts  are  disposed  of 
so  as  to  meet  advantageously  the  mental  requirements  of  the 
rising  generation,  and  the  wants  of  the  destitute  aged. 

It  is  admitted  on  all  hands,  that  education  is  antagonistic 
to  crime  and  pauperism ;  t  and  there  can  be  no  question  that 
if  all  were  educated,  a  vast  amount  of  county  and  borough 
rates  would  be  saved,  and  our  gaols  and  lunatic  asylums 
become  comparatively  empty.  In  the  Work  already  referred 
to,  it  is  recorded,  that  in  Staffordshire,  the  county  and  police 
rates  amounted  to  £33,000,  in  1 840 ;  and  that  in  the  previous 
25  years,  no  less  a  sum  than  £80,000  was  expended  alone  in 
enlarging  the  county  gaol!  and  that  over  and  above  these  large 
sums,  the  Gt)vemment  had  paid  £8000  for  expenses  attending 
prosecutions,  and  £2500  for  the  maintenance  of  convicted  pri- 
soners. The  expenditure  items  for  the  same  year,  include 
£10,600  for  the  gaol  and  house  of  correction,  £2900  for  gaol 
buildings,  and  £2200  for  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum. 

In  opposition  to  this,  we  find  there  were  847  day  schools, 
65  infant  schools,  and  388  Sunday  schools,  and  about  £20,000 
per  annum  expended  in  carrying  on  endowed  schools,  and  in 
relieving  the  poor,  derived  from  benefactions  of  bygone  days. 

♦  White's  "Hiatory  of  StaflFordahire." 

f  If  you  Bnffer  your  people  to  be  ill  educated,  and  their  manners  to  be  cor- 
rupted from  their  infancy,  and  then  punish  them  for  those  crimes  to  which  their 
first  education  disposes  them,  what  else  is  to  be  concluded  from  this,  but  that  you 
make  thieyes  and  then  punish  them.-^osB*s  Utopia, 
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Having  thus  far  explained^  in  as  few  words  as  possible^ 
the  chief  features  of  the  County  of  Stafford^  it  is  only  necessary 
to  shew  the  intention  of  the  following  pages.  The  Endowed 
Schools  in  Staffordshire  number  about  ninety^  and  the  charity 
gifts  and  endowments  are  innumerable,-H>ccupying  in  their 
records  simply,  no  less  than  870  folio  pages  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners'  Reports. 

The  History  and  Statistics  of  these  Endowments  are  veiy 
little  known,  and  even  where  known,  very  seldom  considered, 
further  than  a  mere  perusal  by  interested  parties.  To  bring 
them  in  a  familiar  form  before  the  public  of  Staffordshire, 
with  the  hope  of  restitution  or  renovation  where  abused,  and  of 
improvement  where  neglected,  is  the  object  of  the  author  and 
compiler.  In  the  present  day,  when  steam  in  its  various 
ways — telegraphs  and  a  cheap  press — are  producing  such 
astounding  results,  the  benefits  of  a  sound  and  improved 
education  are  imperatively  necessary;  and  as  the  charitable 
funds  left  by  pious  founders  in  ancient  days  have  increased 
largely  during  the  last  half  century,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  to 
help  in  seeing  to  the  best  use  being  made  of  them  for  the 
benefit  of  those  for  whose  mental  and  bodily  improvement 
they  were  bequeathed. 

The  authorities  consulted  are,  "  The  Charity  Commis- 
sioners' Eeports,"  "  White's  Histoiy  of  Staffordshire,"  and 
other  Histories;  also  ''The  Educational  Register;"  added  to 
which  I  have  received  numerous  statistics  from  private  sources, 
and  I  have  visited  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  schools  myself,  and 
took  the  requisite  information  on  the  spot,  to  make  the  Work 
a  true  record  for  pubHc  information  and  reference. 

In  a  Work  entitled  ''A  Collection  of  Old  English  Customs 
and  Curious  Bequests  and  Charities,  extracted  horn  the  Reports 
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made  by  the  Commissioners  for  Inquiring  into  Charities  in 
England  and  Wales,"  by  Mr.  H.  Edwards,  and  published  by 
Nichols  and  Son,  we  find  a  Condensation,  upon  which  an 
eminent  Critic  has  made  the  following  observations: — 

"  Great  Britain  is  celebrated  amongst  the  nations  of  Europe  for  two  happy 
characteristics — extensive  and  useful  charities,  and  the  security  aflTorded  to  pro- 
perty. Political  revolution,  which  has  from  time  to  time  convulsed  and  changed 
the  condition  of  society  in  neighbouring  countries,  has  only  in  one  instance  been 
seriously  felt  in  England.  And  even  during  the  Protectorate,  the  rights  of  pri- 
vate property  were  respected  quite  as  fully  as  the  nature  of  the  times  would 
permit.  For  this  reason,  many  of  the  charitable  bequests  which  were  made  hun- 
dreds of  years  ago,  still  continue  to  be  preserved,  and  distributed  with  integrity. 
The  oldest  institutions  of  a  charitable  character,  therefore,  in  Europe,  exist  in 
Great  Britain ;  some  of  them  having  accumulated  from  small  beginnings  to  a 
degree  of  affluence,  which  has  enlarged  their  sphere  of  benevolence  far  beyond 
the  most  sanguine  wishes  of  the  long-departed  donors. 

"  But  it  is  not  extraordinary  that,  out  of  the  vast  amount  of  good  which  has 
thus  been  accomplished,  some  evils  should  have  sprung.  Benevolence,  prompted 
by  the  best  intentions,  is  occasionally  misplaced.  In  some  instances,  the  objects 
selected  for  its  exercise  are  not  worthy  of,  or  not  even  benefitted  by,  the  giver's 
liberality.  It  is,  again,  in  the  very  nature  of  many  charities  to  hold  out  assist- 
ance to  persons  who  would  otherwise  obtain  it  by  exerting  themselves,  and  thus 
to  withdraw  those  motives  of  self-action  and  self-reliance  which  should  never  be 
damped  even  by  benevolence.  An  instance  of  this  kind  occurs  at  Stanton-upon- 
Wye,  in  Herefordshire.  '  George  Jarvis,  Esq.,  gave  by  his  will,  in  1790,  £30,000 
to  be  invested  in  government  securities,  in  trust,  to  apply  the  yearly  produce 
thereof  in  money,  provision,  physic,  or  clothes,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  of  Bred- 
wardine  and  Litten.  The  funds  applicable  to  the  objects  of  the  donor's  will  m 
these  parishes,  in  1S22,  had  increased  from  £30,000  to  £92,496 17s.  9d.  On  this 
case  the  commissioners  observed,  *  that  the  population  of  the  three  parishes  was 
only  1180,  and  the  income  arising  from  the  charity  nearly  £3000  per  annum :  it 
must  be  obvious  that,  even  under  the  most  judicious  system  of  management, 
such  a  charity  would  be  likely  to  be  productive  of  considerable  evils,  and  accord- 
ingly it  appeared  at  the  time  of  the  enquiry,  that  it  had  encouraged  a  spirit  of 
discontent,  and  a  disposition  to  idleness  and  improvidence,  and  had  attracted  to 
the  parishes  numerous  persons  from  other  districts,  with  a  view  of  entitling 
themselves  to  a  participation  in  the  charity.'  Neither  is  it  wonderful,  that  in  a 
long  series  of  years,  many  charities  should  become  mismanaged  and  misapplied; 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  may  with  safety  be  affirmed,  that  these  are  exceptions,  as 
appears  from  the  Report  made  by  the  Commissioners  for  Inquiring  into  English 
Charities.  Institutions  for  the  sick  and  for  the  young,  are  happily  the  most 
abundant,  and  the  best  supported,  because  they  are  the  most  needed.    Hospitals 
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and  schools  abound  in  every  comer  of  the  country ;  uiany  of  them  of  ancient 
date,  though  the  great  increase  of  such  establishments  has  taken  place  in  the 
present  century. 

"The  compilation  before  us,  giving,  as  it  does,  accounts  of  singular  bequests, 
is  more  curious  than  important.  As  a  selection  from  the  oddities  of  posthumous 
benevolence,  it  may  be  placed  beside  a  book  of  droll  epitaphs.  Legacies  for  all 
sorts  of  objects  and  purposes  are  here  recorded.  Some  individuals,  possessing  a 
love  of  good  cheer,  have  left  behind  them  prandial  insurance  funds  for  Christmas 
Day.  '  At  St.  Mary  Major,  Exeter,  it  appears,  from  a  statement  of  charities  in 
an  old  book,  that  John  Martyn,  by  will,  28th  November,  1729,  gave  to  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  this  parish  twenty  pounds,  to  be  put 
out  at  interest,  and  the  profits  thereof  to  be  laid  out  every  Christmas  Eve  in 
twenty  pieces  of  beef,  to  be  distributed  to  twenty  poor  people  of  the  parish, 
such  as  had  no  relief  on  that  day  for  ever.'  The  chamberlain  of  the  corporation 
of  Stafford  pays  to  certain  old  inhabitants  of  Forebridge,  Staffordshire,  six 
shillings  every  Christmas,  to  be  laid  out  '  in  plums,  which  are  divided  into  equal 
quantities,  and  made  up  into  parcels,  one  for  each  of  the  houses,  fifteen  or  six- 
teen in  number,  entitled  by  the  established  usage  to  receive  a  portion,  without 
reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabitants.  It  appears  that  several  years 
ago  the  payment  was  discontinued,  but  on  application  from  the  late  Mr.  Clarke 
of  Forebridge,  it  was  resumed  by  an  order  of  the  corporation ;  and  from  that 
time  the  money  has  been  paid  to  Mr.  Clarke  during  his  life,  and  since  to  his 
son,  to  whom  the  occupiers  of  the  privileged  houses  apply  on  Christmas-day, 
and  receive  their  plums.'  At  Fiddle-Hiuton,  in  Devonshire,  mince-pies,  ale,  and 
bread,  are  distributed  every  Christmas  to  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons. 

"Some  charities  have  sprung  from  quarters  whence  they  are  seldom  expected. 
Several  instances  are  noticed  of  beggars  being  the  founders,  either  by  design  or 
accident,  of  usefully  benevolent  funds.  There  is  a  kind  of  poetical  justice  in 
those  who  during  life  existed  upon  charity,  having  their  effects  distributed  in 
charity  after  their  death.  The  parish  of  Upper  Holker,  Lancashire,  'possesses 
five  acres  of  land,  which  were  bought  by  the  inhabitants  with  the  sum  of  185^ 
guineas,  which  were  found  in  the  pocket  of  a  travelling  beggar  who  died  in  1799, 
in  a  lodging-house  in  Upper  Holker.'  And  at  Slindon,  in  Sussex,  the  '  sum  of 
£15  was  placed  in  the  Arundel  Savings'  Bank  in  the  year  182-1:,  the  interest  of 
which  is  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's  Day.  It  is  said  that  this  money  was  found 
many  years  since  on  the  person  of  a  beggar  who  died  by  the  road-side,  and  the 
interest  of  it  has  always  been  appropriated  by  the  parish  officers  for  the  use 
of  the  poor. 

"Bequests  for  churdi  bell-ringing  are  numerous  in  every  part  of  England. 
Some  of  them  are  left  by  enthusiastic  amateurs  out  of  a  pure  love  of  the  Bob- 
Major  art ;  others  to  commemorate  victories  and  occasions  of  national  rejoicing. 
A  variety  of  modes  for  commemorating  events  are  provided  by  testators, 
prompted  either  by  patriotism  or  private  affection.  At  St.  Nicholas,  Bristol, 
and  Stroud.  Gloucestershire,  provision  is  made  for  the  preaching  of  sermons  on 
each  anniversary  of  the  battle  of  Trafalgar.    The  following  is  one  of  the  most 
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interesting  private  memorials  in  the  collection :—' Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cook,  of 
Clapliam,  Surrey,  widow  of  Captain  Cook,  by  her  will,  dated  Sth  April,  1833, 
gave  to  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  St.  Andrew  the  Great, 
and  their  successors,  £1,000  three  per  cent,  consols,  upon  trust  to  apply 
the  dividends  and  interest  in  and  towards  the  keeping  clean  and  in  repair  the 
monument  and  inscription  put  up  by  her  in  the  church  to  the  memory  of  her 
husband.  Captain  Cook,  and  family ;  as  also,  a  stone  in  the  middle  of  the  said 
church,  with  her  name  and  the  names  of  her  sons  inscribed,  and  to  be  inscribed 
thereon ;  and  after  payment  of  the  charges  incident  thereto,  and  of  £2  annually 
to  the  minister  for  the  trouble  he  might  have  in  the  trust,  the  residue  of  the 
interest  and  dividends  to  be  distributed  yearly,  on  2ist  December,  equally  be- 
tween five  poor  aged  women  of  good  character,  resident  within  and  belonging  to 
the  parish,  and  not  receiving  parochial  relief,  to  be  named  by  the  minister,  church- 
wardens, and  overseers  for  the  time  being,  or  a  majority.  After  payment  of  the 
legacy-duty,  the  residue  was  invested  in  the  tliree  per-cent.  consols,  in  the  names 
of  trustees,  and  produces  £27  a  year. 

"  There  are  many  bequests  for  keeping  up  the  ancient  custom  of  ringing  a 
curfew-belL  This  is  done  every  night  at  Chcrtscy,  in  Surrey ;  at  Cropredy,  Ox- 
fordshire ;  at  St.  Margaret's,  Kent ;  at  Presteign,  Radnorshire ;  and  in  several 
other  parish  churches.  Besides  these,  a  great  number  of  wills  are  quoted,  in 
which  money  is  left  to  awaken  sleepers  in,  and  to  whip  dogs  out  of,  church ; 
to  encourage  marriages,  by  giving  portions  to  deserving  couples ;  to  discourage, 
it,  by  donations  to  old  maids  and  bachelors ;  to  strew  places  of  worship  with 
new  rushes  and  straw  every  Sunday.  Some  of  the  last  date  as  far  back  as  the 
reign  of  King  Stephen ;  but  the  funds  are— now  that  flooring  consists  of  more 
durable  materials — otherwise  applied. 

"A  singular  instance  of  prospective  liberality  occurs  in  the  will  of  'Mi. 
William  Yiek,  a  merchant  of  Bristol,  who,  being  '  of  opinion  that  the  erecting  a 
stone  bridge  over  the  river  Avon,  from  Clifton  Down,  in  Gloucestershire,  to  the 
opposite  side  of  Leigh  Down,  in  the  connty  of  Somersetshire,  for  carriages,  as 
well  as  horse  and  foot  passengers,  toll  free,  would  be  of  great  public  utility ;  and 
he  had  heard  and  believed  that  the  building  of  such  bridge  was  practicable,  and 
might  be  completed  for  less  than  £10,000 ;  for  the  advancing  and  effecting  of  so 
useful  a  work,  and  for  the  encouragement  of  contributions  thereto,  he  directed 
that  the  snm  of  £1,000  should  be  placed  out  at  interest,  until  the  same  should 
accumulate  or  increase  to  the  said  snm  of  £10,000,  which,  when  effected, 
the  society  was  to  expend  so  much  thereof  as  should  be  necessary  in  erecting 
such  stone  bridge,  and  in  defraying  the  needful  expenses.  The  total  amount  of 
accumulated  principal  and  interest  on  the  14th  October,  1821,  was  reported  to 
be  £4139  9«.  Sd. ;  and  it  was  estimated  that,  supposing  the  interest  on  this  sum 
to  continue  to  be  accumulated  in  a  compound  interest  ratio,  it  would  amount  to 
£10,076  Os,  lOd,  on  the  14th  October,  1851.  The  commissioners  were  subse- 
quently informed,  that,  in  consequence  of  suggestions  which  had  emanated  from 
them,  a  higher  rate  of  interest  had  been  computed  on  by  the  society,  which  was 
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carried  back  in  the  calculations  to  1783,  and  that  thereby  tlie  accumulated  prin- 
cipal and  interest  (which  appeared  to  be  in  the  company's  hands)  on  2d  October, 
1821,  was  £6074  17«.  Sd.*  So  much  having  been  accumulated,  an  iron  bridge 
has  been  erected  at  the  place  named  in  the  will. 

"  There  are  some  remarkable  charities  connected  with  cows.  In  the  pariah 
of  Bebington,  Cheshire,  a  small  benefaction  was  made,  in  1620,  by  William 
Hulme,  of  Foulton,  to  enable  the  minister  and  churchwardens  to  lend  a  cow,  at 
eight  groats  a-year,  to  each  of  three  poor  and  godly  parishioners.  Others  have 
since  added  to  the  bequest,  and,  in  1835,  as  many  as  eight  cows  were  on  the  roll. 
Each  indiTidual  contributes  five  shillings  a-year  for  the  use  of  his  cow ;  and  these 
contributions^  with  occasional  additions  from  small  fines  imposed  by  the  magis- 
trates, enhance  the  value  of  the  charity.  On  the  25th  of  April,  in  every  year, 
these  charity  cows  are  publicly  inspected.  At  Woodchurch,  and  at  West  Kbrby, 
in  the  same  county,  there  are  similar  charities,  one  having  3%  and  the  other  24 
cows.  At  Marston,  Oxfordshire,  there  is  a  piece  of  bushy  land,  extending  to 
about  twenty-six  acres,  on  which  twelve  of  the  poor  have  a  right  of  common  for 
a  cow.  The  privilege,  which  is  considered  worth  from  25s.  to  £2  a-year,  is  con- 
ferred by  votes  of  the  landowners  and  the  vestry.  At  Minehead,  Somersetshire, 
there  is  a  farm  of  twenty  acres  of  land,  with  the  necessary  buildings,  and  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  stock,  the  whole  producing  a  revenue  of  about  £100,  which  is 
distributed  annually  to  the  poor  in  coats,  cloaks,  blankets,  and  money.  This 
charity  arose  out  of  the  operation  of  an  act  of  parliament  in  the  eighteenth  year 
of  Charles  11.  against  importing  cattle  from  Ireland,  and  giving  half  the  proceeds 
of  any  seizure  of  illegally  imported  animals  to  the  poor.  A  seizure  having  been 
made  at  Minehead  in  1669,  the  profits  of  the  moiety  purchased  the  property 
which  now  supports  the  charity.  At  Waddesdon,  in  Buckinghamshire,  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough  bequeathed  the  milk  of  a  cow  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  fixing  the 
charge  of  the  animal  and  its  keep  on  the  tenant  of  his  farm  at  Lodge  Hill.  The 
cow  is  called  the  '  Alms  Cow ;'  and  in  1833  its  milk  was  distributed  to  twenty- 
two  individuals  daily,  one  person  receiving  it  in  the  morning,  and  another  in  the 
evening.  At  Arlesford,  in  Essex,  'Edmund  Porter,  by  will,  dated  27th  May, 
1558,  directed  that  John  Porter  should  have  a  house  called  Knapps,  with  the 
appurtenances,  church-fences,  and  caprons,  which  comprised  thirty-one  acres  of 
land,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  upon  condition  that  they  should  give,  for  ever,  the 
rooming  milk  of  two  able  milk  beasts  to  the  poor  people  of  this  parish  every 
Sunday,  yearly,  from  Whitsuntide  to  Michaelmas ;  3s.  4d.  on  Good  Eriday ;  and  a 
like  sum  on  Christmas-day.  This  milk-tribute  has  subsequently  been  commuted 
for  a  money-payment,  which  is  distributed  in  bread  amongst  the  poor.' 

'*  We  often  hear  of  individuals  endowing  hospitals  for  the  benefit  of  claimants 
of  their  own  name.  The  following  conceit  of  a  Derbyshire  legatee  is  only  a  degree 
more  absurd :— '  Henry  Greene,  by  will,  dated  22nd  December,  1769,  gave  to  his 
sister  Catherine  Greene,  during  her  life,  all  his  lands  in  Melbourne  and  Newton, 
and  after  her  decease  to  others,  in  trust,  upon  condition,  that  the  said  Catherine 
Greene  should  give  four  ffrcen  waistcoats  to  four  poor  women  every  year,  sucli 
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four  green  waistcoats  to  be  lined  with  green  galloon  lace,  and  to  be  delivered  io 
the  said  poor  women  on  or  before  the  21st  December  yearly,  that  they  might  bo 
worn  on  Christmas-day.  Melbourne,  in  Derbyshire,  has  had  more  eccentrics 
than  Mr.  Greene.  A  Mr.  Gray  rivals  him  in  oddity.  *  Thomas  Gray,  by  his 
will,  bearing  dat«  the  25th  April,  1691,  directed  his  executrix,  Mary  Gray,  and 
others,  to  lay  out  £200  in  the  purchase  of  lands ;  and  out  of  the  profits  of  such 
land  to  lay  out  six  nobles  yearly  to  buy  six  waistcoats  of  gray  cloth,  edged  witli 
blue  galloon  lace ;  and  40s,  to  buy  three  coats  of  gray  cloth,  to  be  faced  with 
baize ;  and  that  four  of  the  said  waistcoats  should  be  given  yearly  to  four  poor 
widows,  or  other  poor  women  livmg  in  Castle  Donnington,  who  were  to  be  of 
good  behaviour,  and  endeavour  to  live  honestly :  and  the  other  two  waistcoats 
to  two  poor  widows  or  women  of  like  behaviour  of  the  parish  of  Melbourne :  and 
.two  of  the  coats  to  be  given  yearly  to  two  poor  men  of  Castle  Donnington,  and 
the  other  to  a  poor  man  of  Melbourne.' 

"  There  are  a  few  charities  in  support  of  bull-baiting,  but  now  properly  de- 
voted to  better  objects.  At  Prince's  Risborough,  Buckinghamshire,  a  charity  of 
unknown  antiquity,  called  the  custom  of  the  Bull  and  Boar,  is  still  in  operation, 
but  also  in  a  modified  form.  *  Up  to  about  1813,  a  bull  and  a  boar,  a  sack  of 
wheat,  and  a  sack  of  malt,  were  given  away  to  the  poor  by  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Prince's  Bisborough  about  six  o'clock  every  Christmas  morning:  This  prac- 
tice was  then  discontinued,  and  for  about  five  or  six  years  after  the  discontinuance, 
beef  and  mutton  were  distributed  to  the  poor  about  Christmas,  in  lieu  of  the 
above  articles.'  The  change  was  judicious,  for,  of  old,  when  the  doors  were 
opened,  *  they  rushed  to  the  feast  prepared  for  them  with  so  little  decorum  and 
forbearance,  that  often,  in  their  zeal  for  priority,  they  inflicted  wounds  on  one 
another  with  their  knives.  The  whole  of  the  remaining  portion  of  Christmas- 
day  is  also  stated  to  have  been  spent  by  many  of  them  in  public-houses.' 

"  The  work  under  notice  professing  to  afford  nothing  beyond  examples  of 
curious  charitable  bequests,  is  of  course  silent  upon  the  gross  amount  of  capital 
yearly  expended  in  England  for  benevolent  purposes.  Prom  other  sources  we  are 
enabled  to  add,  that  in  1839  the  compulsory  poor-rate  amounted  to  £4, 106,907. 
In  1835,  the  gross  revenue  of  endowed  schools  and  other  educational  institutions' 
supported  by  voluntary  bequests  and  contributions  was,  as  nearly  as  could  be 
ascertained,  £748,178.  The  hospital  charities  of  the  country  are  supported  by 
a  gross  sum,  certainly  not  less  than  a  million  annually ;  whilst  such  bequests  as 
form  the  subject  of  the  volume  before  us  may,  at  a  moderate  conjecture,  be  set 
down  at  £100,000  per  annum.  Leaving  out,  therefore,  all  calculations  of  casual 
charity,  of  funds  collected  by  societies  for  the  relief  of  specific  objects  of  com- 
miseration and  want,  missionary  and  other  religious  communities,  &c. ;  exclusive 
of  these,  the  sum  collected  and  distributed  in  England  every  year  may  be  with 
confidence  said  to  exceed  six  millions  sterling,  or  twice  the  amount  of  the  total 
revenue  of  the  kingdom  of  Belgium !  "  ♦ 

•  In  IW^i.  the  total  revenue  of  Belgiom  was  94,967.326  txmc^.'-Budget  General  for  that  year. 


ENDOWED  SCHOOLS  AOT)  GHAEiriES  OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  STAFFORD. 


Stafford  being  tlie  County  Town,*  deserves  the  first  place 
in  tliis  work.  Although  equi-distant  from  the  two  great 
manufacturing  districts,  it  is  a  manufacturing  town  itself  of  no 
small  importance,  iu  the  shoe  trade.  The  names  of  some  of 
the  streets  denote  that  it  was  once  a  fortified  town;  and  its 
ancient  Castle  and  Churches  show  it  to  have  been  a  place  of 
note  in  olden  times.  At  the  present,  it  contains  about  13,000 
inhabitants. 

The  word  ''Stafibrd^'  was  derived  from  the  fact,  that  in 
the  river  Sow  there  was  a  shallow  ford,  which  could  be  passed 
by  the  help  of  a  staff.  William  the  Conqueror  built  the  first 
Castle,  and  bestowed  it  upon  Robert  de  Tonei,  a  younger  son 
of  one  of  the  Norman  Barons,  who  upon  taking  possession  of 
the  Barony,  adopted  the  name  of  Stafford,  and  to  whom 
eighty-nine  villages  rendered  suit  and  service. 

Many  eminent  men  have  been  natives  of  Stafford.  John 
Stafford,  a  friar,  author  of  a  History  of  Stafford,  in  Latin ; 
Edmund  Stafford,  Chancellor  of  England  (Henry  4th),  and 
Bishop  of  Exeter ;  Thomas  Ashbum,  who  vigorously  opposed 
Wicklyffe's  doctrines ;  Thos.  Fitzherbert,  who  became  Rector 
of  the  English  College  at  Rome  (17th  century) ;  Izaak  Walton, 

^  In  Domesdaj  Book  it  is  called  a  City. 
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the  Poet;  and  last,  though  not  least,  Mr.  Lamb,  the  School- 
master, who  delivered  a  learned  oration  in  the  name  of  the 
town  in  Queen  Elizabeth^ s  presence,  on  the  occasion  of  her 
visit  in  1575. 


THE    FREE    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 

(Charity  Commissioners'  Report,  1824J 

King  Edward  the  Vlth,  by  his  letters  patent,  dated  the 
10th  of  December,  1551,  in  the  4th  year  of  his  reign,  on  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  and  burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Stafford,  granted  and  ordained,  that  there  should  thenceforth 
be  one  Grammar  School  in  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  which 
should  be  called  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  King  Edward 
the  Sixth,  for  the  education  of  boys  and  youths  in  grammar, 
and  of  one  schoolmaster,  and  one  usher,  to  continue  for  ever : 
And  for  the  maintenance  and  continuance  of  the  said  school, 
he  granted  to  the  said  burgesses,  whom  he  thereby  willed  to 
be  and  continue  for  ever  one  body  corporate,  by  the  name  of 
the  Burgesses  of  the  Town  of  Stafford  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
with  power  to  hold  lands,  all  those  his  tithes  of  Foregate  and 
Foregate  Fields,  and  Lambercotcs,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ; 
and  all  those  his  parcels  of  the  tithes  of  the  High-street,  in 
the  town  of  Stafford,  then  or  lately  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Bold,  and  lately  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  prebend  of 
Marston,  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Stafford:  He  also  gave 
for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  to  the  said  burgesses,  divers 
lands,  pastures,  meadows  and  hereditaments  in  Rowley  Tilling- 
ton,  and  in  Rickerscote,  and  in  and  near  the  Green  field  and 
other  fields  in  Stafford,  and  in  Ledhall  and  Dunston  in  the 
parish  of  Penkridge,  and  divers  messuages  and  gardens  in 
Stafford,  Forebridge  and  Rickerscote,  and  three  small  rent- 
charges,  amounting  to  Is.  4d.  which  messuages,  lands,  rents 
and  other  premises  (more  particularly  set  forth  in  the  Appen- 
dix,) belonged  to,  or  were  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  free 
chapel  or  hospital  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  near  Stafford,  then 
lately  dissolved  :  And  the  said  king,  for  the  considerations 
aforesaid,  also  gave  to  the  said  burgesses,  all  those  lands,  mca- 
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dows,  pastures  and  other  hereditaments,  in  Rowley  aforesaid,  in 
the  tenure  of  William  Stamford,  and  others ;  and  a  pasture  in 
Rowley,  near  the  free  chapel  of  St.  Leonard,  in  the  tenure  of 
James    Loo ;  and  also  a  pasture  in  Rowley,  in  the  tenure  of 
James  Clemments ;  and  a  pasture  in  Rowley,  called  Gosty  Les- 
sowe ;  and  a  pasture  in  Rowley  called  [name  erased] ;  and  a 
pasture  in  Rowley,  called  Chapel  Lessowe;  and  a  pasture  in 
Rowley,  called  Greenfelt  Leasowe ;  and  all  that  land,  containing 
nine  acres,  in  the  Green  field,  in  Stafford;  and  a  parcel  of 
meadow  in  the  Green  field,  let  to  Thomas  Kctoo,  which  said 
meadows  and  pasture,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Fictoo* 
belonged  to  the  free  chapel  of  St.  Leonard,  lately  dissolved : 
And  for  the  consideration  aforesaid,  the  said  king  granted  to 
the  said  burgesses  an  annual  rent  of  2s.  issuing  out  of  a  cottage 
in  Stafford,  in  the  occupation  of  John  Robins ;  and  an  annual 
rent  of  2s.  2d.  issuing  out  of  a  tenement  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Stacey,  in  Eastgate-street,  in  Stafford;  and  an  annual 
rent  of  6s.  8d.  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  in  the  tenure  of 
Francis  Dorrington,  in  Poregate-street,  in  Stafford;  and  an 
annual  rent  of  3s.  4d,  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  in  the  tenure  of 
William  Worsewick,  in   Eastgate   aforesaid,   and  which  had 
come  to  the  hands  of  the  said  king  by  virtue  of  a  certain  act 
of  parliament  for  the  dissolving  of  chauntries,  &c.  passed  in  the 
first  year  of  his  reign,  and  all  which  premises  were  extended  to 
the  clear  annual  value  of  202. :  And  he  further  granted  to  the 
said  burgesses,  that  they  might  have  a  common  seal,  and  the 
power  of  nominating  and  appointing  the  master  and  usher  of 
the  said  school,  as  often  as  the  said  offices  should  be  vacant ; 
and  that  they  might,  with  the  advice  of  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese,  make  statutes  and   ordinances   in  writing   for   the 
government  of  the  master  and  usher  and  scholars  in  the  said 
school,  for  the  time  being,  and  of  the  stipends  and  salaries  of 
the  said  master  and  usher :  And  the  said  King  granted  to  the 
said  burgesses,  that  they  might  hold  land,  &c.  to  the  annual 
value  of  202.,  so  nevertheless,  that  the  said  burgesses,  and  their 
successors,  should  wholly  convert  and  confirm  the  rents  and 

*  Sic  in  onff^^Jbut  it  seemfl  that  all  the  last-mentioned  premiaes  belonged  to 
the  free  chapel  of  St  Leonard. 
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profits  of  such  lands  to  the  continuation,  support,  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  grammar  school,  in  the  said  town,  in  form  afore- 
said established,  for  the  education  of  boys  and  youths  resorting 
thither. 

This  charter  must  be  considered  as  the  foundation  of  the 
present  grammar  school.  There  was  previously,  however,  a 
free  school  in  Stafford,  the  possessions  of  which  have  enured, 
in  part  at  least,  to  the  benefit  of  the  grammar  school,  and 
which,  therefore,  it  seems  proper  to  advert  to. 

It  appears,  from  various  certificates  of  the  commissioners 
for  enquiring  into  chauntry  lands,  &c.  in  the  reigns  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  preserved  in  the  augmentation  oflSce, 
that  there  was  a  free  school  kept  by  a  chauntry  priest,  in  the 
collegiate  church  of  Stafford,  of  the  foundation  of  Thomas 
Counter,  chaplain,  with  a  clear  annual  salary  of  41,  5s. 

The  salary  of  4/.  5s,  to  a  schoolmaster  appears  to  have 
been  paid,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  college  of  Stafford,* 
out  of  the  revenues  thereof  in  the  hands  of  the  crown; 
and  by  a  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth  to  the  corporation-  of 
Stafford,  of  the  possessions  of  the  said  college,  made  in 
the  14th  year  of  her  reign,  it  was  directed  to  be  con- 
tinued "to  one  schoolmaster  or  pedagogue  in  Stafford."  It 
is  observable,  that  this  sum  of  4^  bs,  is  not  mentioned  in 
king  Edward  the  6th's  endowment  of  the  grammar  school, 
nor  does  queen  Elizabeth's  grant  specify,  that  it  is  to  be 
paid  to  the  master  of  that  school ;  but  in  the  earliest  rental 
which  we  find  of  the  school  estate,  which  is  in  the  year 
1612,  this  payment  is  mentioned  as  received  from  the  queen's 
grant. 

The  free  school  in  Stafford  is  also  mentioned  in  the  will  of 
Robert  Lees,  dated  6th  January,  1546,  whereby  he  gave  and 
bequeathed  to  John  Gordon  and  Matthew  Cradock,  all  his 
lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  in  the  town  and  borough 
of  Stafford,  Forebridge,  Foregate,  and  Foregate  fields,  that  is, 
one  house  in  the  Foregate-street,  divided  into  four  cottages, 
with  four  little  gardens ;  also  a  washing-place,  with  a  garden, 
adjoining  to  the  south  wall  of  the  town  of  Stafford ;  also,  two 
messuages  in  Forebridge,  divided  into  six  cottages,  with  gar- 
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dens  adjoining  to  them,  lying  on  the  south  side  to  the  Green 
plat,  and  on  the  north,  east,  and  west  to  the  highway;  also,  ten 
acres  and  a  half  of  arable  ground  in  the  Foregate  fields,  with  a 
dole  of  meadow  ground  lying  in  the  Black  Butts  meadow,  with 
the  appurtenances ;  to  hold  the  said  premises  to  the  said  John 
Gordon  and  Matthew  Cradock,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the 
use  of  his  will :  And  he  then  gave,  towards  the  repairing  of 
the  horse  causeway  in  CressweU-lane,  2s.  a-year:  And  he 
directed,  that  his  executors  should  distribute,  yearly,  among 
the  poor  people  of  the  town  of  Staflford,  6s.  8d.,  and  the  resi- 
due of  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  premises,  he  willed  should 
be  employed  and  disposed  to  the  use  and  maintenance  of  the 
free  school  in  Stafford,  and  othervdse  in  deeds  of  pity  for  the 
health  of  his  soul. 

This  will  evidently  refers  to  a  free  school  already  existing, 
and  as  we  have  no  trace  of  any  other  than  the  chauntry  school 
above-mentioned,  it  seems  reasonable  to  infer,  thai  that  was 
the  school  intended.  Part  of  the  property  enumerated  in  the 
will  (but  seemingly  not  the  whole),  appears  in  the  earliest  ren- 
tals of  the  grammar  school. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  charity  is  as  follows: 

I. — Under  the  Charter  of  King  Edward  VI. 

1. — Part  of  the  tithes  of  the  prebend  of  Marston.  In  the 
rental  of  1612,  these  are  described  to  have  consisted  of  the  tithes 
and  herb^e  of  all  Lambercotes,  that  is  to  say :  of  certain  mea- 
dows and  arable  ground  (therein  described),  lying  close  to  the 
town;  the  tithes  of  Foregate-street,  with  the  crofts  on  both 
sides  thereof,  and  a  chief  rent  of  6s.  8d.  out  of  the  house  of 
John  Chepe  there;  the  third  part  of  the  tithes  of  Foregate 
field,  with  the  tithes  of  Black  Butts;  all  the  tithes  and  Easter 
roll  within  the  town  of  Stafford ;  and  of  all  the  crofts,  meadows 
and  gardens  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  town  (extending  as 
there  described). 

For  the  tithes  of  the  Lambercotes  (Lammas  lands),  of  the 
meadows,  now  the  property  of  Sir  George  Jemyngham,  lying 
round  the  town,  and  one-third  of  the  tithes  of  the  Foregate 
field,  an  allotment  of  14a.  2r.  4p.,  was  made  to  the  trustees 

c 
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under  the  Forcbridge  inclosure,  about  the  year  1805,  which 
was  exchanged,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  for  other  land, 
the  property  of  Sir  George  Jemyngham,  in  the  parish  of 
Castle  Church,  adjoining  to  other  part  of  the  school  estate, 
consisting  of  the  following  parcels : — 

A.   B.    p.  £   8.   D. 

3  2    23  C  Let  to  Thomas  Partridge,  as  tenant  from  ]     29    0    0 
2    3    29  (.  year  to  year,  at  a  rent  of j 

4  0    sof  ^^  ^  Benjamin  Ex)gers,  from  year  to  ]     13    0    0 

I  year,  at  i 

The  tenant  has  expended  a  great  deal  of  money  in 
improving  this  land. 

.    ,      (^(  Called  TrubsliaVs  meadow,  let  to  William  ]     oj,    n    0 
^    ^      ^l  Towke,  from  year  to  year,  at ^     a±    v    vf 

]5    0      2 

This  last  parcel  was  held  by  Joshua  Drewry,  at  271,  a  year; 
but  on  his  becoming  bankrupt  a  few  years  ago,  the  land  was 
put  up  to  auction ;  on  that  occasion,  one  William  Wright  was 
the  best  bidder,  but  afterwards  declined  to  complete  the  bar- 
gain, and  it  was  settled  that  Mr.  Fowko  should  have  the  land, 
at  24 J.  from  Lady-day,  1820.  Mr.  Fowke  is  an  alderman,  and 
consequently  a  trustee ;  but  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that 
this,  or  either  of  the  parcels,  is  underlet. 

Of  the  rest  of  the  items  mentioned  in  the  old  rental,  we 
can  obtain  no  very  distinct  account.  It  has  been  supposed, 
that  the  tithes  of  some  of  the  crofts  belonging  to  the  school 
trust,  and  particularly  the  Black  Butts,  had  been  included  in  a 
grant  made  by  the  corporation,  in  1705,  of  certain  tithes  to 
trustees  for  William  Fowler,  now  vested  in  Earl  Talbot  (of 
which  we  shall  speak  further  under  the  head  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's grant).  We  find  the  grant  of  1705,  comprised  the  tithes 
''of  that  part  of  the  Foregate  field,  called  the  crofts,  being 
nninclosed,  extending  all  along  on  the  west  side  of  the  inclosed 
crofts  in  the  Foregate,  and  adjoining  all  along  from  the  Crooked 
Bridge  downwards,  towards  the  town  of  StaflFord,  by  the  lord- 
ship of  Coton,  on  the  east  side."  This  description  does  not 
appear  to  us  necessarily  to  interfere  with  that  of  the  tithes 
contained  in  King  Edward's  charter.  The  Black  Butts  are  not 
mentioned  in  the  grant ;  but  we  are  told,  that  on  occasion  of 
the  inclosure  above-mentioned.  Lord  Talbot's  steward  produced 
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a  plan  of  the  titheable  lands  comprised  in  tile  grant,  which  in- 
eluded  certain  crofts  on  the  east  of  Foregate-street,  supposed 
to  have  been  the  same  as  the  Black  Butts,  and  it  is  supposed  to 
have  been  in  respect  of  these  that  an  allotment  was  made  to 
Lord  Talbot  of  1a.  &  lOp.  in  lieu  of  the  tithes  of  lands  called 
the  crofts.  We  have  not,  however,  been  able  to  fix  any  thing 
with  certainty  respecting  this  land. 

In  the  minister's  accounts  of  the  possessions  of  the  late 
college  of  Stafford,  of  the  2d  year  of  Edward  VI.  there  is 
mentioned,  ''The  farm  of  all  manner  the  tithes  of  Foriatt 
Field  and  Lambercotts,  and  the  tithes  of  one  parcel  of  the 
High-street,  in  Stafford,  bl"  which  seems  co-extensive  with 
the  description  in  the  charter;  and  also,  ''the  portion  to  the 
prebend  of  Marston,  in  Paschal  tithes,  called  the  Easter  Boll, 
of  the  collegiate  church  of  Stafford,  extending  in  the  book  of 
survey,  one  year  with  another,  to  208.-/'  but^nothing  further 
corresponding  with  the  entry  in  the  old  rental.  Nothing  is 
now  received  which  appears  to  agree  with  the  latter  entry  in 
the  minister's  accounts.  There  are  received  some  small  pay- 
ments for  tithes,  amounting  to  XL  IGs.  a  year,  and  13«.  for 
chief  rents  out  of  houses  in  Stafford,  which  may  include  the 
68,  8(1.  mentioned  in  the  rental. 

2. — The  lands,  &c.  formerly  belonging  to  the  free  chapel 
or  hospital  of  St.  John. 

Soon  after  the  king's  grant,  a  claim  was  made  to  this  por- 
tion of  the  property  granted  thereby,  by  Henry  Lord  Stafford, 
and  a  litigation  ensued,  which  terminated  in  a  compromise, 
whereby  the  corporation  in  the  2d  Eliz.  granted  these  lands 
and  tenements  to  lord  Stafford  in  fee  farm,  at  the  rent  of 
9/.  I'i^.  A  suit  was  afterwards  instituted  in  the  court  of 
Chancery  by  John  Browne,  master,  and  John  Wayte,  usher, 
of  the  grammar  school,  against  the  burgesses  of  Stafford,  and 
others,  for  the  recovery  of  .these  lands,  and  for  the  obtaining 
the  full  benefit  of  the  other  property  of  the  school,  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  improperly  leased,  or  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  the  trustees ;  and,  by  a  decree  made  in  the  cause  on  the  1st 
June,  10th  James  I.  it  was  ordered,  as  to  the  other  property, 
that  it  should  be  employed  wholly  and  entirely  to  the  utter- 
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most  yearly  value  for  the  benefit  of  the  school ;  and  as  to  the 
lands  and  tenements  formerly  belonging  to  the  free  chapel  or 
hospital  of  St.  John,  that  a  commission  should  issue  to  the 
bishop  of  Coventry  and  Litchfield,  and  others,  to  find  out  the 
true  value  of  the  said  lands,  and  take  orders  with  the  posses- 
sors thereof,  defendants  in  the  suit,  (claiming  the  same,  some 
by  fines  with  proclamations  and  other  assurances,  some  by 
descent,  and  several  by  conveyances  at  the  third  and  fourth 
hand,)  for  the  increase  of  a  competent  sum,  to  be  paid  yearly 
out  of  the  same,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  school. 

The  commissioners,  on  the  17th  April,  1612,  certified,  that 
the  said  lands  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  £80.,  and  proceeded 
to  set  forth  the  several  holdings,  1 7  in  number,  with  the  respec- 
tive annual  values  of  each,  the  sums  then  paid  for  the  same,  and 
the  increased  payments  which  the  commissioners  proposed  to 
be  made  for  each,  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  school, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  £21  6s.  lOd.  And  they  recom- 
mended that  the  said  messuages  and  lands  so  charged,  should  be 
decreed  to  the  possessors  thereof,  according  to  their  several 
titles,  charged  with  the  said  payments ;  that  by  that  precedent, 
future  times  might  not,  in  the  person  of  any  schoolmaster  or 
usher,  by  any  course  of  law  or  equity,  call  upon  any  of  them,  or 
their  heirs,  to  increase  the  allowances  to  the  schoolmaster  and 
usher  above  the  charge  ordered  by  that  decree.  The  lord  chan- 
cellor confirmed  the  certificate,  and  decreed  accordingly. 

The  sums  thus  decreed  are  now  paid  by  the  respective 
owners  of  the  several  premises,  with  the  exception  of  5s.  decreed 
to  be  paid  for  a  piece  of  land  in  the  Green  field,  which  is  now 
lost  in  consequence  of  the  inclosure  of  that  field,  and  of  a  sum 
of  6s.  8d.  which  the  commissioners  found  to  be  the  amount 
annually  paid  for  certain  chief  rents  and  obits  in  Stafibrd  and 
Forebridge,  and  which  they  directed  to  be  continued.  The 
corporation  who  used  to  make  this  payment,  have  for  some  time 
discontinued  it,  considering  that  they  have  more  than  compen- 
sated for  it,  by  the  sums  they  have  laid  out  in  repairing  and 
re-building  the  school-house. 

Though  it  may  not  be  very  easy  at  present  to  discover  the 
principle  of  this  decree,  yet  after  so  great  a  lapse  of  time,  and 
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in  Ignorance  of  the  circumstances  which  may  have  influenced 
the  decision,  it  would  be  impossible  now  to  endeavour  to 
impeach  its  propriety,  or  to  shake  the  title  of  persons  who  have 
acquired  the  property  upon  the  faith  of  it. 

3. — The  lands,  &c.  formerly  belonging  to  the  free  chapel 
of  St.  Leonard. 

It  is  difficult  now  to  identify  this  property,  in  which  great 
alterations  have  taken  place  from  inclosures  and  exchanges. 
The  charity,  however,  seems  to  have  lost  nothing  by  these 
alterations.  From  a  survey  taken  in  1717,  it  appears  that  this 
portion  of  the  school  property  then  continued,  54a.  1b.  25p. 
Its  quantity  is  now  62a.  2b.  14p. 

The  particulars  are  as  follows : — 


A. 

12 


B.     P.  I 

1  16  Allen's  leasow,  Gravel-pit  leasow,  and  three  meadows  at 
Spital-brooL  let  to  Benjamin  Kogers  for  14  years, 
from  Lady-day  1821 ;  rent 

4  1  17  Brooks's  leasow.  let  to  William  Eowke  for  21  years,  from 
Lady-day,  18i9,  determinable  by  either  party  at  10 
or  17  years,  on  six  months'  notice 

Thisparcel  was  acquired  on  the  inelosare  of  Oreen-field  in 
1803,  in  liea  or  the  open  land  there,  belonging  to  the 
charity.  Wehaye  already  noticed  that  Mr.  Fowke  is  a 
tmatee. 


1 
2 
1 


3 
2 
1 


0 
23 
33 


3    2     0 


10    1    11 


2    12 


4    3     0 


13    1    18 


62    2    14l 


Daisey  field,  let  to  William  Fagg,  as  yearly  tenant , 

Dnnn's  acre,  and 

Part  of  Greenfield,  let  to  Dr.  Knight,  nnder  an  order 
for  a  lease  for  25  years,  from  Lady-day,  1818 ;  but  no 
lease  has  been  execntea.  (Dr.  Knight  is  an  Alderman, 
and  consequently  a  trustee) 

Part  of  Greenfield,  let  to  Thomas  Morgan  (also  a  trus- 
tee), for  14  years,  from  Lady-day,  1818  

3    24|  Chapel  leasow  (at  Sintal),  let  to  Thomas  Partridge  for 
14  years,  from  Lady-day,  1818    

Gorsty  leasows,  held  by  John  Lowe,  as  assignee  of  a 
lease  granted  to  Kichard  Hodgkin,  for  21  years,  from 
Lady-day,  1807 

Land-tax  redeemed  thereon   


The  Slang  (at  Spital),  let  to  James  Tumock,  (a  trustee,) 
for  21  years,  from  Lady-day,  1807 


Malt-mill  meadow,  let  to  John  Barker,  as  yearly  tenant 

Previously  to   Michaelmas  1821,  tMa  land  was  held  on  lease 
for  lAl,  a  year.    Barker  has  giren  notice  to  quit. 

Land  at  Goppenhall,  let  to  John  Blackband,  as  yearly 
tenant  


£    s.   D. 


38    0    0 


21    0    0 


10  10    0 


16    0    0 


14    0    0 

28    0    0 


40  10    0 
13    8 


13 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

£240    3    8 
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The  land  at  Coppenliall  was  received  from  John  Lycett,  in 
exchange  for  4a.  1r.  32  p.  part  of  the  Greenfield,  called  the 
Wheatfield,  and  some  other  small  parcels,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  road.  The  exchange  was  made  under  the  powers  of 
the  Forebridge  inclosure  act,  and  carried  into  effect  by  inden- 
ture, made  the  2nd  April,  1814. 

Upon  this  deed  is  endorsed  a  memorandum,  signed  by  Mr. 
Henry  Bowman,  the  commissioner  for  the  inclosure,  whose 
consent  was,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act,  necessary  to  make 
the  transaction  valid,  certifying  that  the  great  tithes  of  the  said 
piece  of  land,  called  the  Wheatfield,  were  not  intended  to  be 
given  in  exchange  to  Lycett,  but  to  bo  excepted  out  of  the 
conveyance,  and  to  remain  the  exclusive  property  of  the  mayor 
and  burgesses.  The  tithe  of  the  Wheatfield  is  valued  at 
£1  5s.  6d.,  but  nothing  has  hitherto  been  received  therefrom. 

We  have  adverted  to  some  of  these  lands  being  let  to  mem- 
bers of  the  corporation,  being  trustees,  a  practice  not  to  be 
commended.  Much  misconduct  is  stated  to  have  taken  place 
formerly  in  this  respect,  beneficial  leases  being  held  by  several 
of  the  corporation ;  but  no  such  complaint  now  exists,  nor  have 
we  reason  to  think  any  of  the  lands  are  underlet. 

II. — Under  Eobert  Lees's  Will. 

The  following  annual  rents  constitute  all  that  is  now  received 

from  this  source : — 

£    s.    d. 

For  a  house  in  the  Foregate,  occupied  by  the  Friendly  Society  0  13    6 

For  a  house  and  garden  at  the  Green,  held  by  J.  L.  Parker 0    5    0 

For  a  house  and  garden  at  the  Green,  held  by  Henry  Wright 118 

2    0    2 
In  the  rental  of  1612,  the  tenancies  of  Lees^s  land  are  stated 

as  follows : — 

£    8.  d. 

Robert  Bath,  for  Lees's  land  in  Forebridge   16  8 

John  Babb,  for  a  tenement  in  Foregate  0  13  6 

John  Walker,  tenant  to  Bradburie,  for  Lees's  land  in  the  Foregate  ...    0  13  6 

In  a  subsequent  rental  of  1736,  the  first  of  these  parcels  is 
divided  into  two  houses  and  gardens,  held,  the  one  for  5s.,  and 
the  other  for  £1  Is.  8d. ;  the  two  other  payments,  of  13s.  6d. 
each,  for  land  in  the  Foregate,  remaining  the  same. 
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One  of  these  rents  of  ISs.  6d.  has  been  since  lost,  by  what 
means  we  have  not  been  able  to  discover.  The  other  payments 
remain  now  in  amount  what  they  were  in  1612,  the  occupiers 
of  the  respective  premises  claiming  them  as  their  own  property, 
subject  only  to  these  payments,  as  fee-farm  rents. 

The  rental  of  1612  appears  to  have  been  made  out  with 
much  care,  and  most  probably  contained  all  that  could  then  be 
ascertained  as  belonging  to  Lees^s  devise.  Whether  the 
parcels  from  which  the  rents  are  now  paid,  comprise  all  that 
they  did  in  1612,  it  is  perhaps  impossible  now  to  make  out. 
Such  as  they  can  be  ascertained  to  be,  it  should  seem,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  Lees's  will,  that  the  charity  is  entitled  to 
the  whole  of  the  improved  rents  of  them ;  but  after  the  lapse  of 
more  than  two  centuries,  without  any  variation  in  the  payments, 
an  attempt  to  force  such  claim,  would  probably  be  unavailing. 

m. — ^Undeb*  Queen  Elizabeth's  Gbant. 

The  annual  sum  of  £4  5s.  is  paid  by  the  corporation,  as 
trustees  under  the  Queen's  grant,  to  the  head  schoolmaster, 
who  at  present  brings  it  into  the  general  a<5Count  of  the  school 
income.  Assuming  this  to  be  properly  a  part  of  the  possessions 
of  the  grammar  school,  a  question  may  arise,  whether  the 
schoolmaster  is  not  entitled  to  an  mcrease  of  this  payment,  pro- 
portioned to  the  improved  revenue  of  the  property  derived  from 
the  queen's  grant.  We  shall  advert  to  this  more  particularly 
in  our  account  of  that  trust. 

The  summary  of  the  revenue  of  the  grammar  school  is  as 

follows : — 

£    s.    d. 
Bents  of  the  allotments,  in  lien  of  tithes 66    0    0 

Decreed  rents  of  the  lands  and  tenements  belonging  to  the  firee  chapel    on  15    2 
of  St.  John 

Bents  of  the  lands  and  tenements  bebnging  to  the  free  chapel  of  St.  o^^    <>    a 
Leonard »w    o    o 

Chief  rents 0  13    0 

Tithes  of  Foregate-street*   1  16    0 

Bents  of  Lees's  bind 2    0^2 

Annuity  under  Qaeen  Elizabeth's  grant   .., 4    6    0 

335  13    0 

*  It  might  be  adyisable  to  haye  these  tithes  yalned;  they  bare  long  continued 
at  the  same  sum,  and  are  thought  to  be  too  low. 
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The  rents  are  received  by  a  school  warden,  appointed  by  the 
corporation ;  and  the  whole  income  is  apportioned  between  the 
master  and  the  usher,  in  the  proportion  of  two-thirds  to  the 
former,  and  one-third  to  the  latter. 

The  school-house  formerly  stood  in  St.  Mary^s  Church-yard; 
but  the  corporation  took  it  down  several  years  ago,  for  the 
purpose  of  enlarging  the  church-yard;  and  built  the  present 
school  in  another  part  of  the  town.  No  part  of  this  expense 
was  charged  to  the  school  fund. 

The  building  consists  of  two  school-rooms,  in  which  distinct 
schools  are  kept,  one  by  the  head  master,  and  the  other  by  the 
usher;  classical  instruction  is  given  in  the  head  master's 
school,  to  as  many  scholars  as  wish  to  receive  it ;  and  he  has 
other  free  scholars,  who  are  only  taught  to  read  the  English 
Bible.  All  the  boys  in  this  school  go  to  the  usher's  school 
to  learn  writing.  At  the  time  of  our  examination,  there  were 
in  the  high  school,  about  15  classical  scliolars,  and  as  many 
English  scholars.  In  the  usher's  school  are  taught,  English 
grammar,  reading,  writing,  and  accounts ;  Latin  has  occa- 
sionally been  taught  in  this  school,  and  would  be,  if  required ; 
but  the  usher  generally  sends  such  boys  as  wish  to  receive  classi- 
cal instruction,  to  the  high  school.  There  were  in  the  usher's 
school  about  70  boys.     Both  master  and  usher  are  clergymen. 

The  school  is  open  to  the  children  of  all  persons  resident  in 
the  borough  of  Stafford,  who  apply  for  admission  to  whichever 
master  they  choose.  No  qualification  is  required,  but  that  the 
boy  should  be  able  to  read  in  the  New  Testament.  The  instruc- 
tion is  entirely  gratuitous. 

An  annuity  of  £5  6s.  8d.  given  to  four  poor  scholars,  by  the 
will  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Sutton,  (which  will  be  more  fully 
adverted  to  hereafter),  and  charged  upon  two  houses  in  Staf- 
ford, the  property  of  Mr.  Richard  Beech,  is  regularly  received, 
and  given  in  equal  sums  of  £1  6s.  8d.,  to  four  poor  boys  attend- 
ing the  head  master's  school,  appointed  by  the  mayor,  the  rector, 
and  the  head  schoolmaster.  It  is  generally  given  to  the 
English '  scholars,  as  being  those  most  in  want  <of  it,  and  is 
enjoyed  by  them  as  long  as  they  remain  in  the  school. 

We  cannot  but  observe,  that  this  school  maintains  but  to  an 
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incoBsiderable  extent  the  character  of  a  grammar  school,  given 
it  by  its  founder ;  nor  under  the  present  mixed  mode  of  instruc- 
tion pursued  in  it,  does  it  seem  likely  to  attain  a  higher  reputa- 
tion in  that  respect. 


QUEEN  ELIZABETHS  GRANT. 

By  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  dated  14th  December, 
in  the  14th  year  of  her  reign,  after  reciting,  that  the  principal 
church  in  the  town  of  StaflTord,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
commonly  called  the  High  Church,  or  the  church  of  the  Blessed 
Mary,  in  StaflTord  aforesaid,  was  aforetime  annexed  to  a  certain 
college,  called  the  College  of  StaflTord,  which,  by  virtue  of  an 
Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  Ist  year  of  King  Edward  VI. 
was  dissolved,  and  with  the  lands,  tenements,  houses,  buildings, 
prebends,  tithes  (and  other  hereditaments)  thereto  belonging, 
and  the  appurtenances,  came  into  the  hands  of  the  said  king ; 
and  that,  after  the  dissolution  of  the  said  college,  there  had 
been  annually  paid,  out  of  her  majesty^s  rents  in  the  said 
county,  the  sum  of  161.  to  the  hands  of  one  rector,  priest  or 
minister,  within  the  church  aforesaid,  performing  divine  ser- 
vice j  and  81,  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  curate  or  minister, 
likewise  in  the  same  church  oificiating;  and  4Z.  os.  to  one 
schoolmaster  in  the  said  town,  instructing  boys  and  youth; 
and  8Z.  to  the  curate  or  minister  officiating  in  the  chiirch  of 
Marston,  in  the  said  county :  And  reciting,  that  her  majesty 
was  informed  by  the  burgesses  of  StaflTord,  that  by  defect  of 
due  payment  of  the  several  sums  aforesaid,  and  chiefly,  for  that 
the  said  several  sums  of  161.  and  81.  payable  for  the  stipends 
of  the  rector  and  curate  in  the  aforesaid  church  of  StaflTord, 
were  insufficient  in  that  behalf  for  their  maintenance  and 
stipend,  by  reason  whereof  divine  service  had  not  been  per- 
formed, nor  instruction  in  divine  things  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town,  for  a  long  time ;  and  that  she  was  also 
informed,  that  from  the  aforesaid  college,  or  the  other  lands, 
tenements,  tithes  and  hereditaments,  and  other  profits  there- 
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fruits^  profits^  lands^  tenements^  meadows^  feedings^  pastares^ 
commons^  rents,  reversions,  and  other  her  hereditaments  what- 
soever, with  all  their  appurtenances,  in  Stafford,  Coton,  Mar- 
ston,  Salt,  Rudgelj,  or  elsewhere,  within  the  said  county  of 
Stafford,  to  the  late  college  and  prebend  aforesaid  belonging  or 
in  anywise  appertaining,  and  all  the  lands  and  tenements,  with 
their  appurtenances,  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  of  the  annual  value 
of  20s.  then  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  the  burgesses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  town  aforesaid  theretofore  assigned,  in 
augmentation  of  the  support  of  a  priest  in  the  church  of 
Stafford  aforesaid;  and  a  certain  annual  rent  of  21  pence, 
issuing  out  of  a  certain  house  in  Rudgeley  aforesaid,  called  the 
Swan;  and  .one  other  annual  rent  of  21  pence,  issuing  out  of 
one  other  messuage  in  Rudgeley  aforesaid,  then  or  then  lately 
in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  John  Lee ;  and  one  other  annual 
rent  of  21  pence,  issuing  out  of  one  other  messuage  in  Rudge- 
ley aforesaid,  then  or  then  lately  in  the  occupation  of  Anthony 
Gibson ;  and  one  other  «.TiTin»1  rent  of  3s.  issuing  out  of  one 
messuage  in  East  Grate  Street,  in  the  town  of  Stafford  aforesaid; 
and  one  other  annual  rent  of  20  pence,  issuing  out  of  one  other 
messuage  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  then  or  then  lately  in  the 
tenure  or  occupation  of  William  Lane,  and  the  reversion  &c. 
rents  and  profits,  &c. ;  and  all  and  singular  the  woods,  under- 
woods, and  trees  whatsoever,  of  all  and  singular  the  premises, 
and  of  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  to  hold  the  whole  afore- 
said late  college,  and  all  the  aforesaid  prebends,  tithes,  obla- 
tions, obventions,  fruits  and  profits,  lands,  tenements,  rents, 
reversions,  services,  and  all  other  and  sing^ular  the  premises, 
with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  aforesaid  burgesses  and  their 
successors,  for  ever,  to  the  intent,  use  and  purpose,  that  they 
and  their  successors,  annually,  for  ever,  should  pay  to  the  afore- 
said rector  of  the  church  aforesaid,  and  to  his  successors  for 
the  time  being,  the  aforesaid  £16;  and  to  a  curate  or  under- 
minister  in  the  same  church  serving  and  administering,  annu- 
ally, £8 ;  and,  annually,  to  the  curate  or  minister  of  the  church 
of  Marston  aforesaid,  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  £8 ;  and  to 
one  schoolmaster  or  pedagogue  in  Stafford  aforesaid,  annually, 
for  ever,  £4  5s.;   and  further,  to  distribute  and  lay  out  the 
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other  profits  and  annual  rents  and  reversions  of  all  and  singular 
the  premises  issuing  and  remaining,  over  and  above  the  afore- 
said several  sums  and  charges,  in  and  upon  the  repairs  of  the 
church  and  chancel  of  Stafford  aforesaid,  and  other  good  and 
charitable  works  within  the  town  of  Stafford  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  the  said  burgesses  and  their  successors, 
for  ever. 

From  the  minister's  accounts  of  the  2nd  year  of  Edward 
VI.  it  appears,  that  the  lands  and  possessions  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  belonging  to  the  late  college  of  Stafford,  with  the 
prebends  of  the  same,  included  other  premises  than  those 
which  passed  by  the  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  whole 
revenue  being  £95  18s.  lid.  a  sum  far  exceeding  the  amount 
set  forth  in  the  grant,  which  is  only  £41  2s.  lOd.  We  have 
seen  that  part  of  the  tithes  of  the  prebend  of  Marston,  and 
also  other  of  the  possessions  of  the  college  were  comprised  in 
the  grant  of  Edward  VI.  to  the  grammar-school,  and  other 
part,  formerly  possessed  by  the  dean  of  the  college,  appears  to 
have  been  granted  by  the  same  king  to  lord  Stafford. 

The  property  now  enjoyed  by  the  corporation,  under  the 
queen's  grant,  is  as  follows : 

I. — The  tithes  of  Marston  and  the  Port  fields.  Soon  after 
the  grant,  by  deed,  dated  the  20th  March,  14th  Elizabeth,  the 
corporation  sold  the  prebend  of  Marston  to  William  (or  Walter) 
Cradock,  subject  to  an  annual  payment  of  £8  to  the  curate  of 
Marston. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  6th  and  7th 
January  1699,  the  said  prebend  was  conveyed,  in  consideration 
of  £240  by  George  Cholmondeley  and  others,  deriving  it  from 
Cradock,  to  Humphrey  Perye  and  Joseph  Doody  (who  wore 
trustees  for  the  corporation),  their  heirs  and  assigns;  and  on 
the  18th  July  1722,  the  heir  of  Perye,  the  surviving  trustee, 
released  the  same  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses,  and  their  suc- 
cessors. We  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  deeds,  or  to  ascertain  the  circumstances  under  which 
those  transactions  took  plcu^e.  The  existence  and  import  of 
the  deeds  is  verified  by  ancient  lists  of  documents  passed  from 
one  mayor  to  another,  and  from  short  abstracts  in  the  posses- 
sion of  different  persons  connected  with  the  corporation. 
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'Since  the  reconveyance  of  this  property,  as  above-men- 
tioned,  the  corporation  have  considered  it  as  their  own,  pur- 
chased with  the  corporate  funds,  and  held  by  them  discharged 
of  the  trusts  of  the  queen's  grant,  except  as  to  the  reserved 
payment  of  £8  to  the  curate  of  Marston;  and  the  income 
thereof,  consisting  of  the  tithes  of  Marston  (a  township  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Mary,  Stafford),  and  of  certain  fields,  called  Port 
fields,  in  the  said  parish,  and  of  the  rent  of  an  allotment  in  the 
Foregate  field,  made  on  the  inclosure  of  the  Foregate  field  and 
Port  fields,  in  1807,  in  Ueu  of  the  tithe  of  the  latter,  has  been 
accordingly  carried  to  the  general  corporation  account. 

It  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  principle  the  corporation 
have  come  to  this  conclusion.  Having  originally  received  this 
property  from  the  queen,  upon  the  trusts  expressed  in  her 
grant,  and  having  therefore  both  sold  and  re-purchased  it,  with 
full  knowledge  of  the  trusts  charged  upon  it,  it  appears  to  us 
unquestionable,  that  they  hold  it  subject  to  those  trusts,  and 
that  it  is  still  as  much  and  as  exclusively  a  part  of  the  trust 
property  as  any  other  of  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  grant. 

The  composition  paid  for  these  tithes  is  settled  by  an  annual 
valuation.  In  the  year  1822,  the  amount  was  £186  lis.  4d. ;  but 
the  average  of  the  ten  preceding  years  was  £255  19s.  Id.  The 
allotment  in  Foregate  field,  in  lieu  of  the  tithe  of  the  Port  fields, 
which  contained  2a.  3b.  30p.  is  let  together  with  two  other  small 
allotments*,  made  on  other  accounts  to  the  corporation,  making 
altogether  a  quantity  of  4a.  and  20p.  The  whole  is  held  by 
William  Morris,  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  a  rent  of  £16. 

II. — ^The  tithes  of  Coton,  Harberton  and  the  Crofts.  By 
indenture  dated  the  9th  August,  1705,  after  reciting  the  queen's 
grant  of  the  tithes  thereafter  mentioned,  and  the  trusts  thereof, 
the  mayor  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  10s.  granted  to 
Christopher  Rhode  and  Edward  Ward,  all  the  tithes,  personal 
and  predial,  arising  witiiin  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Coton, 
nigh  Stafford,  ^'and  within  that  part  of  the  Foregate  field, 
nigh  Stafford,  called  the  Crofts''  (describing  themj,  and  also 

*  iVbl&i— Viz.  2b.  and  IOp.  awarded  to  the  eorporation,  as  lords  of  the  manor, 
and  2b.  20p.  awarded  to  them  ont  of  the  residue  ;  a  part  of  the  latter  it  shonld 
seem  would  belong  to  them  as  an  addition  to  the  tithe  allotment. 
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all  their  tithes  arising  within  the  liberty  of  Harberton,  other- 
wise Albrighton,  in  the  said  county;  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
said  Rhode  and  Ward,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  paying  therefore 
the  yearly  rent  of  £51 ;  and  the  mayor  and  burgesses  cove- 
nanted to  make  the  several  payments,  and  perform  the  trusts 
specified  in  the  queen's  grant. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  this  grant,  amounting  to  a  complete 
alienation  of  the  trust  propery,  was  such  as  the  co)y oration  had 
no  right  to  "tnalce,  and  that  it  could  not  be  sustained  in  a  court  of 
equity.  What  the  circumstances  attending  the  transaction  were, 
we  are  not  indeed  informed.  It  is  suggested  that  it  was  part 
of  an  arrangement  made  between  the  corporation  and  one 
William  Fowler  (for  whom  Rode  and  Ward  were  trustees),  for 
extinguishing  certain  controversies  respecting  rights  of  com- 
mon, claimed  by  the  former,  in  the  open  fields  of  the  lordship 
of  Coton ;  but  the  only  ground  we  find  for  this  suggestion,  is 
the  circumstance  of  the  grant  bearing  even  date  with  a  lease 
for  99  years,  from  William  Fowler  to  trustees  for  the  corpora- 
tion, of  one  of  those  fields  stated  in  the  recitals  thereof  to  have 
been  made  in  pursuance  of  such  arrangement ;  nor,  if  the  fact 
were  so,  do  we  perceive  how  it  could  give  validity  to  the  grant. 

The  interest  which  passed  by  this  grant  became  vested  in 
earl  Talbot,  from  whom  the  reserved  rent  of  £51  has  been 
regularly  received,  but  his  lordship  some  time  ago  parted  with 
a  portion  of  these  tithes,  arising  from  certain  lands,  called  the 
Ox  Leasowes,  to  Mr.  William  Lycett,  since  deceased,  by  whose 
representatives  that  portion  is  now  possessed.  The  present 
annual  value  of  the  tithes,  contained  in  the  grant  of  1705,  is 
estimated  to  be  between  £200  and  £300. 

It  has  been  supposed,  that  the  "  Crofts,^^  the  tithe  of  which 
is  included  in  the  above  grant,  were  part  of  the  possessions 
held  by  the  corporation  as  trustees  for  the  grammar  school. 
We  have  already  stated,  that  we  do  not  find  sufficient  evidence 
to  estabUsh  this  fact.  In  lieu  of  the  tithe  of  these  crofts,  an 
allotment  has  been  made  to  the  earl,  on  the  enclosure  of  Foregate 
fields,  of  1a.  and  13p. 

m. — ^The  tithes  of  Worston,  a  township  in  the  parish  of 
Chebsey,  formerly  part  of  the  prebend  of  Coton.     These  tithes 
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are  held  by  Mr.  John  Mihier,  who  is  proprietor  of  all  the  lands 
in  Worston,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £51  18s.  6d.  Previously  to 
1814,  they  had  been  held  by  Mr.  Robert  Eaton,  at  a  rent  of 
£57  lis.  6d.  In  that  year  Mr.  Milner  succeeded  to  the 
property,  and  agreed  to  take  the  tithes  at  a  fixed  rent,  upon  a 
valuation  then  made,  by  which  the  rent  was  reduced  to  its 
present  amount,  but  no  please  executed.  The  rent  appears  to 
be  sufficient. 

IV. — ^The  tithes  of  Salt  and  Enson,  townships  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary  Stafford.  These  tithes  are  paid  upon  an  annual 
valuation,  which,  for  the  year  1822,  was  £272  Is.  2d.  The 
average  of  the  ten  preceding  years  was  £253  5s.  llf  d. 

V. — Glebe  lands  and  allotments. 

1. — Several  parcels  of  glebe  land  in  the  township  of  Salt, 
containing  together,  10a.  1r,  24p.  are  let  to  George  Martin,  as 
tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £21. 

2. — One  parcel  of  land  in  Salt,  containing  3a.  and  3b.  is  let 
to  John  Freakley,  also  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  a  rent  of 
£8  8s. 

3. — ^Another  parcel  containing,  2a.  and  12p.  is  let  together 
with  an  allotment  of  40  acres,  made  to  the  corporation  on  the 
inclosure  of  Saltheath  in  ^the  year  1820,  in  lieu  of  tithe,  to 
Walter  Greatbach,  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1820,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  £30.  This  allotment,  which  includes  six  acres 
of  plantations,  is  very  poor  land,  and  the  tenant  has  been  at 
great  expense  in  cultivating  it.  At  the  time  of  our  examination, 
it  was  becoming  productive,  and  no  doubt  was  entertained,  that 
the  rent,  which  till  then  had  been  in  arrear,  would  be  paid  up 
and  regularly  continued.  The  letting  was  made  on  the  valua- 
tion of  a  surveyor. 

4. — ^A  piece  of  old  inclosure  in  Whitgreave,  a  township  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Stafford,  is  held  by  John  Charles,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a  rent  of  £4. 

5. — ^The  corporation  were  possessed,  under  the  queen's 
grant,  of  lands  lying  dispersed  in  the  common  fields  of 
Whitgreave,  in  lieu  of  which  an  allotment  was  made  upon  the 
inclosure  of  those  fields  in  1774,  of  three  parcels  of  land, 
containing,  together,  49a.  1b.  3p.;  one  of  these  parcels,  divided 
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into  two  fields,  and  containing  38a.  1b,  IOp.  was  exchanged  in 
1817,  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  for  inclosing  certain  lands 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  Stafford,  with  Mr.  William 
Haddersich,  for  a  messuage  and  garden  in  St.  Mary^s  church- 
yard, and  several  parcels  of  land  in  Whitgreave  containing 
17a.  3b.  30p.  The  messuage  has  since  been  taken  down,  and 
the  site  thereof  and  garden  laid  into  the  churchyard.  It  appears 
that  the  object  of  making  this  exchange  was  to  obtain  the 
means  of  enlarging  the  burial  ground  of  St.  Mar/s  parish, 
which  had  become  necessary ;  and  as  the  transaction,  indepen- 
dently of  its  public  utility,  appears  to  have  been  advantageous 
to  the  trust  estate,  we  are  not  disposed  to  call  in  question  the 
propriety  of  such  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  trust  property. 
The  whole  of  the  Whitgreave  allotments  had,  with  the  piece  of 
old  inclosure  (No  4.)  been  let  together,  and  produced  a  rent  of 
£80;  the  land  received  in  exchange,  which  was  of  better 
quality,  lets  for  £52  10s. ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  old  allot- 
ments,  for  £25 ;  so  that  the  house  and  garden  in  the  church- 
yard were  almost  wholly  gained  in  value  to  the  trust.  Those 
premises  had  been  purchased  by  Haddersich,  with  a  view  to 
this  transaction,  for  £800,  and  in  arranging  the  terms  of  the 
exchange,  were  valued  as  follows  : — 

£    s.  d. 

The  materials  for  sale   330    1  0 

ThegTOund 243  12  0 

Fence  walls  and  palisades  (still  made  use  of  for  a  burying  ground)  ...    86    0  0 


£6^  13    0 


The  materials,  however,  sold  at  auction  only  for  £260 
reducing  this  value  to  £589  12s.  This  £260  has  not  been 
invested,  but  has  gone  into  the  general  account,  and  been 
expended  on  the  church,  so  that  there  is  an  apparent  reduction 
in  the  rents  of  £2  10s. ;  but  the  additional  burying  ground  is 
itself  a  source  of  considerable  emolument,  from  the  sale  of 
graves  and  vaults. 

The  land  received  from  Mr.  Haddersich,  is  held  by  Mr. 
James  Reynolds,  under  a  lease  for  21  years  from  Lady-day 
1818,  at  a  good  rent  of  £52  10s. 
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The  remainder  of  the  Whitgreave  aUotments^  being  11a. 
and  3f.  is  held  by  Thomas  Dawson^  for  the  like  term^  at  a  rent 
of  £25.  This  land  is  less  valuable  than  Reynolds's^  and  the 
rent  seems  sufficient. 

6. — ^The  executors  of  Thomas  Dudley  pay  for  the  site  of  a 
bam  in  St.  Mary's  churchyard^  on  which  a  house  is  now  built^ 
under  a  building  lease  granted  to  Dudley  in  1800  for  99  years, 
at  a  groimd  rent  of  15s.  The  old  premises  are  stated  to  have 
been  very  ruinous,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  them  down, 
and  Dudley  covenanted  to  expend  £350  in  erecting  a  new  house, 
which  he  has  done.  The  rent  of  15s.  appears  to  have  been 
paid  for  the  premises  for  many  years,  without  any  variation. 
Considering  the  lowness  of  the  ground-rent,  the  length  of  the 
term  seems  to  have  been  somewhat  greater  than  necessary. 
Dudley  was  one  of  the  aldermen  when  he  took  this  lease,  but 
the  premises  had  been  previously  in  his  and  his  father's  pos- 
session for  some  years. 

There  is  mentioned  in  the  minister's  accounts,  as  part  of  the 
college  property,  the  mansion  house  of  the  priests  of  the  college, 
with  a  garden  and  orchard  adjoining.  This  is  conjectured  to 
have  been  a  buildiug  now  used  as  a  poor-house,  ibut  nothing 
can  be  ascertained  concerning  it. 

VI. — ^There  are  also  payable  firom  various    land-holders 

moduses,  or  customary  payments,  including  the  rent-charges 

firom  two  of  the  houses  in  Rugeley,  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to 

£7  10s.     Many  of  these  payments  have  been  in  arrear  for 

several  years,  and  some  difficulty  seems  to  exist  in  collecting 

them,  which  will  increase  unless  they  are  promptly  attended 

to,  in  consequence  of  sales  and  exchanges  which  have  been  made 

in  the  lands  liable  thereto.    The  two  rent-charges  from  Rugeley 

have  not  been  received,  nor,  as  it  seems  applied  for,  since  the 

year  1798.     The  remaining  rent-charge  fix>m  that  place  has 

been  still  longer  unpaid;  and  of  those  from  two  houses  in 

Stafford,  mentioned  in  the  grant  we  have  found  no  trace. 

These  payments  are  made  up  of — 

£   8.  d. 

Yarbiu  cosUmiaiy  payments  for  tithes  in  Wlutgieaye  5    6    6 

Ditto  in  SO  fflnall  snms  in  Salt 10    0 

For  the  tithe  of  Worson  mOl  0   4   0 

E 
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For  the  tithe  of  Yarlettt 0  16    8 

Eezit-charges  on  houses  in  Rngeley   0    3    4 


£7  10  6 
The  minister's  accounts  mention  ^'  all  manner  of  tithes  of 

Worson   and  Yarlett,   and  the   tithes   of    one   water-mill  in 

"Worsen  /'  but  we  do  not  find  anything  more  than  the  above  to 

have  been  at  any  time  paid  for  Yarlett  and  Worson  mill. 

The  total  income  from   the   queen^s   grant   in   the    year 

1822^  and  on  the  average  of  the  ten  preceding  years,  was  as 

follows : — 

1822. 

£    s.  d. 

Marston  tithes  186  11  4 

Coton  tithes  51    0  0 

Worston  tithes 51  18  6 

Salt  and  Enson  tithes  272    1  2 

Glebe  and  allotments,  in) 

eluding  that  in   rore-M58    3    0 

gateKeld* ) 

Modns&cnstomarypayments    7  10    0 


Average  of  Ten 

preceding  Years. 

£     8. 

265    9 

d. 
1 

51    0 

0 

From  1814 

51  18 

6 

253    6  11* 

127    2 

1 

7  10 

6 

727    4    0 


746    6    li 


In  addition  to  this,  occasional  sums  are  received  for  inter- 
ments, vaults,  and  monuments,  in  the  church  and  churchyard. 
The  annual  amount  of  these  has  varied  since  1812,  from  less  than 
£3  to  above  £5.  The  average  of  the  last  ten  years  is  £17  18s. 
Other  sums  are  received,  as  fines  for  leases  of  pews  and  seats 
in  the  church.  These  seldom  occur,  except  when  alterations 
and  new  pewings  take  place.  In  1820  and  1821,  when  very 
extensive  alterations  were  made  in  the  church,  they  amounted 
to  £439.  Previously  to  that  time,  only  two  sums  appear  to 
have  been  received  on  this  account,  since  1812,  one  of  £7  7s. 
and  the  other  of  £43. 

The  corporation  claim  to  receive  these  several  payments 
and  to   exercise  this  power   of  disposal  in  the   church  and 

*  NotB.'^A  small  part  of  the  Foregate  field  allotment  appears  to  beleng  to  the 
corporation,  in  their  own  right,  and  some  dedaotion  should  be  made  in  consideia- 
tion  thereof,  in  this  accoant,  from  the  rent  of  £16.  Bat  we  cannot  easily 
ascertain  the  proportion  to  be  so  dedacted,  and  as  the  amount  is  small,  it  seems 
better  to  ayoid  a  complicated  statement  by  disregarding  it  altogether  in  taking  the 
aeoonnt,  after  thus  noticing  it. 
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churchyard^  as  being  invested  by  the  qneen's  grant  with  all 
rectorial  rights  therein. 

This  ground  of  claim  may  be  somewhat  questionable.  The 
letters  patent  contain  no  express  grant  of  the  rectory^  but  in 
reserving  to  the  crown  the  right  of  presentation  to  the  church, 
the  then  minister,  and  his  successors  to  be  so  presented,  are 
declared  to  be  rectors  of  the  said  church.  Hence  it  may  be 
contended,  that  the  minister  so  denominated  would  of  course  be 
invested  with  all  the  rights  incident  to  his  character  of  rector 
(among  which  is  the  freehold  of  the  church  and  churchyard), 
except  so  far  as  he  was  deprived  of  them  by  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  grant.  On  the  other  hand,  the  corporation,  so 
fieur  as  appears,  have  always  exercised  those  rights  in  the  instance 
above  mentioned,  and  have  discharged  the  duties  incident  there- 
to in  the  repair  of  the  chancel  (which^  it  is  to  be  observed,  they 
are  directed  by  the  grant  to  repair),  as  well  as  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  fabric.  The  consideration  of  this  question,  how- 
ever, is  scarcely  within  our  province,  which  is  rather  to  examine 
in  what  manner  the  sums  thus  received  are  applied. 

The  rents  and  profits  of  the  trust  estate  are  collected  by 
the  chamberlain  of  the  corporation,  who  carries  the  Marston 
tithes,  as  we  have  before  mentioned,  to  the  general  corporation 
account.  The  rent  of  the  allotment  in  Foregate  field,  made  in 
lieu  of  the  tithe  of  the  Port  fields,  part  of  the  prebend  of 
Marston,  was  also  carried  to  the  same  account ;  but  since  1812, 
thia  rent  has,  by  a  mistake  of  the  chamberlain,  been  carried, 
with  the  rest  of  the  revenues,  including  the  payments  for  pews, 
vaults,  &c.  to  the  churchwarden's  account,  of  which  they  con- 
stitute the  whole  receipt. 

Out  of  the  Marston  tithes,  the  payments  directed  by  the 
queen's  grant  are  made  to  the  curate  of  Marston,  and  to  the 
school-master. 

The  former  would  of  course  continue  under  the  reservation. 
in  the  conveyance  to  Craddock ;  but  it  does  not  appear  why  the 
corporation  charge  the  latter  payment  against  this  property, 
claiming  as  they  do,  to  hold  it  as  purchasers  for  valuable  con- 
sideration, discharged  of  the  trusts  of  the  grant. 

The  payment  to  the  curate  of  Marston  continued  at  £8  a 
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year,  till  1809,  when  it  was  raised  to  £40  on  condition  of  his 
performing  service  in  the  chapel  every  Sunday,  instead  of  once 
a  fortnight,  as  had  been  usual.  The  present  curate  received 
this  increased  salary  till  1821.  In  that  year,  an  allowance  of 
10  per  cent  having  been  made  to  all  the  tithe  tenants,  a  similar 
deduction  of  10  per  cent  was  made  from  the  several  salaries 
paid  out  of  the  Marston  tithes,  and  the  rest  of  the  trust  estate; 
and  the  curate  being  dissatisfied  with  this,  relinquished  the 
additional  salary  and  the  additional  duty. 

It  appears,  that  in  the  year  1726,  a  commission  of  charitable 
uses  was  sued  out  by  William  Boyston,  clerk,  the  then  curate 
of  Marston,  under  which  the  commissioners,  by  decree,  dated 
the  18th  May,  ordered,  that  the  curate  of  Marston  should  in 
future  receive,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  con- 
tained in  the  queen^s  grant,  the  yearly  sum  of  £15.  The 
corporation  filed  exceptions  to  this  decree ;  and  an  order  was 
made  the  4th  June  1728,  that  if  Boyston  did  not  put  in  his 
answer  in  a  fortnight,  the  decree  should  be  dismissed.  We  do 
not  find  that  any  further  proceeding  took  place. 

The  annual  sum  of  £4  5s.  has  been  paid  without  any  varia- 
tion, to  the  head  master  of  the  free  grammar  school.  We  have 
already  noticed,  in  the  account  of  the  grammar  school,  that  it 
is  not  distinctly  specified  in  the  queen's  grant,  to  what  particu- 
lar schoolmaster  this  sum  shall  be  paid,  but  that  it  appears  to 
have  been  paid  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school,  at  least 
from  the  year  1612. 

There  is  also  paid  out  of  the  tithes  of  Marston,  £12  a  year 
to  the  poor  people  in  Sir  Martin  Noel's  almshouses  in  Stafford. 

This  is  paid  in  respect  of  four  donations  to  the  poor  of  the 
almshouses  (which  will  be  explained  hereafter),  amounting  with 
a  sum  of  £28  advanced  by  the  corporation,  to  £240  which  sum 
was  applied  in  liquidation  of  a  loan  of  money,  borrowed  for 
effecting  the  re-purchase  of  the  Marston  tithes ;  and  this  pay- 
ment of  £12  as  the  interest  thereof,  was,  by  two  corporation 
orders  of  the  5th  January,  1699,  and  1st  April  1700,  directed 
to  be  paid  as  a  charge  on  the  tithes. 

It  appears,  that  in  certain  proceedings  in  Chancery,  upon 
an  information  filed  in  1735  against  the  corporation,  concerning 
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the  management  of  the  several  cliarities  under  their  disposition^ 
the  cotirt,  by  order  made  the  13th  May^  1740,  directed  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  master,  to  inquire  whether  this  pay- 
ment of  £12  was  a  proper  equivalent  for  the  said  donations, 
and  if  so,  to  see  the  same  effectusJly  secured  on  the  tithes  of 
Marston. 

If  the  tithes  of  Marston  were  already  appropriated  in  the 
hands  of  the  corporation  to  charitable  uses,  it  seems  to  us,  that 
this  payment  of  £12  a  year  was  improperly  charged  upon  them. 
We  conceive,  that  the  corporation  were  bound  to  provide  out 
of  their  own  funds  the  £240  paid  by  them  in  order  to  recover 
possession  of  the  trust  property,  which,  for  anything  that 
appears,  they  ought  never  to  have  parted  with,  and  that  if  they 
made  use  of  the  funds  of  another  charity  for  the  purpose,  they 
ought  to  compensate  that  charity  out  of  their  own  property, 
not  out  of  the  trust  property  so  recovered.  This  opinion  is  not 
impeached  by  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  above 
mentioned  confirming  the  charge,  for  no  question  was  raised  in 
the  proceedings  in  that  suit  as  to  the  title  of  the  defendants  to 
the  tithes  of  Marston. 

Out  of  the  revenues  of  the  rest  of  the  property  derived 
from  the  queen's  grant,  the  other  payments  directed  by  the 
grant  to  the  rector  and  curate  of  Stafford  are  made. 

The  present  rector  (who  has  been  instituted  little  more  than 
a  year)  receives  £180  a  year,  and  has  the  use  of  a  very  good 
house,  worth  about  £50  a  year,  provided  for  his  residence  by 
the  corporation,  for  which  he  pays  them  an  acknowledgment  of 
10s.  a  year.  This  house  is  a  substitute  for  one  purchased  for 
the  rector  many  years  ago,  firom  the  funds  of  a  charity  given 
by  the  Bev.  Thomas  Sutton,  of  which  we  shall  speak  hereafter. 
It  has  been  put  into  good  repair,  at  a  considerable  expense,  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  the  trust  fund. 

The  curate  of  Stafford  has  a  salary  of  £120  a  year,  and 
receives  the  surplice  fees,  whidi  are  estimated  at  £30  a  year 
more.  The  receipt  of  these  fees  by  the  curate,  was  in  conse- 
quence of  an  arrangement  between  him  and  the  late  rector, 
confirmed  by  the  corporation,  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
salaiy  of  the  rector  was  increased,  and  that  of  the  curate 
diminished. 
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The  corporation  consider  themselves  bound  only  to  pay  the 
snms  specified  in  the  grants  and  that  any  additions  which  they 
make  to  the  salaries^  are  entirely  at  their  discretion^  as  appli- 
cations of  the  residue ;  accordingly^  these  salaries  have  varied 
considerably^  and  have  not  maintained  a  pi*oportion  at  aJl 
analogous  to  the  directions  of  the  grant  (even  taking  into 
account  the  value  of  the  rector^s  house  and  the  surplice  fees). 
At  times  the  salary  of  the  curate  has  equalled  that  of  the 
rector,  and  even  exceeded  it.  In  1812  and  1813,  the  rector's 
aalary  was  £126,  the  curate's  £150;  in  1814,  the  rector's  £168, 
the  curate's  £150 ;  in  1815  and  1816,  the  rector's  £200,  the 
curate's  £150;  the  next  year  the  rector  was  reduced  £50,  and 
both  continued  at  £150  for  two  years;  in  1819,  the  rector's 
was  £165,  the  curate's  £135,  which  appears  to  have  been  in 
consequence  of  the  alteration  in  the  receipt  of  the  surplice  fees 
in  the  last  half  year.  In  the  next  year,  1820,  the  salary  of  the 
curate  was  reduced  to  £120,  the  surplice  fees  for  the  whole 
year  being  received  by  him.     In  this  year  the  late  rector  died. 

The  rest  of  the  revenue,  after  making  some  disbursements 
which  may  be  considered  as  charges  on  the  gross  income,  is 
applied  in  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  church  and  church- 
yard, and  occasionally  of  the  trust  estates,  and  to  the  general 
purposes  of  the  churchwarden's  account.  Those  disbursements 
are,  poor's  levies,  amounting,  on  an  average,  to  £26  17s.  6d* 
per  annum ;  expenses  of  valuing  the  tithes,  and  of  entertain- 
ment to  the  tenants,  on  an  average  of  five  years,  £11  12s.  lOd. ; 
allowance  to  the  chamberlain  for  keeping  the  books,  £10  10s. ; 
and  some  small  charges  for  stamps,  &c 

The  expenditure  in  the  repairs  of  the  church  and  church- 
yard, including  the  repairs  of  the  clock  and  chimes,  has  at 
times  been  very  great.  In  1812  and  1813,  in  which  years  an 
extensive  repair  was  done  to  the  roof  of  the  church,  the  expen- 
diture was  £482  lis.  lid.  In  1820  and  1821,  large  expenses 
were  incurred  in  making  very  considerable  alterations,  as  well 
as  repairs,  in  the  church,  and  in  consecrating  and  adding  the 
new  burying  ground  to  the  churchyard,  the  amount  of  which 
ab*eady  paid  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  was  £937  17b.  3d. ; 
and  many  of  the  tradesmen's  bills  were  still  unsettled. 
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We  cannot  but  notice  what  appears  to  us  a  very  blameable 
uregolarity  in  the  accounts  of  these  two  years.  The  church- 
warden's  account  book^  for  both  years^  is  reguhrly  made  up 
and  balanced^  containing  on  the  debit  side  the  ordinary  receipt 
of  rents  and  tithes,  of  various  sums  for  interments,  vaults,  and 
gravestones,  and  £100  for  the  sale  of  pews;  and  on  the  credit 
side,  sums  paid  for  the  repair  of  the  church  and  church- 
yard, amounting  to  £299  17s.  Id.  (part  of  the  above  sum  of 
£937  ISs.  3d.) :  But  it  appears,  that  the  churchwarden  for 
1820,  Mr.  James  Tumock,  under  whose  direction,  principally, 
the  works  were  undertaken,  has  a  private  and  unsettled  ac- 
count, not  brought  into  the  churchwarden's  book,  of  monies 
paid  by  him  to  the  tradesmen  employed  therein,  amounting  to 
£638  Os.  2d.  (the  remainder  of  the  above  sum  of  £937  13s.  3d.), 
and  of  money  received  by  him  as  churchwarden,  for  the  sale  of 
pews,  and  of  ground  for  .a  vault,  amounting  to  £410  10s., 
and  of  £200  borrowed  by  him  to  meet  this  expenditure :  and 
we  may  further  observe,  there  is  due  from  him  the  sum  of 
£260,  for  the  materials  of  the  house  in  the  churchyard,  of 
which  he  was  the  purchaser,  and  which  if  brought  into  this 
account,  would  as  it  should  seem,  have  rendered  the  above- 
mentioned  loan  of  £200  unnecessaiy.  The  payments  made  by 
Mr.  Tumock  are  chiefly  on  account,  and  although  the  works 
are  all  finished,  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  from  him  a 
statement  of  the  balances  due. 

The  ordinary  disbursements  for  repairs  during  the  inter- 
mediate years,  between  1818  and  1820,  amounted,  on  the 
average,  to  £47  ISs. 

The  expenses  of  the  indosure  of  Salt  Heath,  and  of  fencing, 
draining  and  planting  the  allotment,  amounted  in  1819  and  the 
two  following  years,  to  £312  I4s.  3d.  and  a  further  charge 
was  incnned  for  building  a  brick  bam  on  the  allotment,  of 
£165  12s.  7d. 

A  large  expenditure  also  took  place  in  the  year  1823,  in  the 
repairing  and  fitting  up  a  house  for  the  rector.  This  had  not 
been  brought  into  account  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  nor 
was  its  amount  ascertained;  but  it  is  supposed  to  be  about 
£400. 
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It  may^  perhaps^  be  doubted^  whether  the  application  of  the 
rest  of  the  revenues  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  church- 
warden's  account,  is,  in  aU  points,  strictly  within  the  trusts  of 
the  grant.  Among  the  disbursements^  comprised  in  that 
account^  are  the  following :  Salary  to  the  organist  £40^  and 
£5  5s.  for  teaching  the  choristers  to  sing;  £2  1 2s.  to  the  organ 
blower;  the  organ  itself,  was,  at  a  former  period,  purchased 
firom  the  general  corporation  fund,  at  the  cost  of  about  £650, 
but  its  repairs  are  charged  to  the  churchwarden's  account ;  the 
expenses  attending  the  visitations,  and  copying  the  registers, 
which  fluctuate  between  £5  and  £12;  salary  and  clothes  for 
the  sexton,  on  an  average,  rather  more  than  £7  a  year;  wine, 
coals,  books,  washing  surplices,  &c.,  about  £10  a  year.  These 
items,  or  others  not  strictly  referable  to  the  head  of  repairs, 
can  only  be  deemed  to  fall  properly  within  the  scope  of  the 
trust,  so  far  as  they  can  be  construed  to  answer  the  description 
of  "  other  good  and  charitable  works  in  the  town  of  Stafford.'* 

Assuming,  however,  that  these  expenses  are  ju^ifiably 
charged  to  the  trust  account,  it  appears,  on  taking  the  account 
from  the  year  1812  inclusively,  (which  comprises  the  rent  of 
the  Foregate  field  allotment),  that  there  was,  at  the  end  of 
1822,  a  balance  in  the  churchwarden's  book  against  the  trust 
estate  of  £643  3s.  lid.,  and  a  debt  of  £500  borrowed  in  1818 
of  the  corporation,  and  £200  borrowed  in  1819  on  a  mortgage 
of  the  allotment  on  Salt  Heath,  making  altogether  a  balance 
against  the  trust  of  £1,343  3s.  lid. 

In  adverting  to  the  causes  of  this  large  balance,  we  cannot 
but  notice  the  amoimt  of  arrears  in  the  collection  of  the  rents. 
Though  the  average  rental  of  the  10  years  preceding  1822,  was 
£490  i7s.,  the  average  actual  receipt  was  only  £453  ISs.  9d., 
being  an  annual  deficiency  of  £36  18s.  3d.;  and  in  the  year 
1822,  though  the  rental  was  £540  138.  2d.  the  actual  receipt 
was  only  £375  2s.  8d.  leaving  an  arrear  of  £165  10s.  6d.  We 
have  already  noticed  and  accounted  for  the  arrear  of  rent  of  the 
allotment  on  Salt  Heath,  being  £30  a  year,  for  the  last  three 
years;  but  we  cannot  but  think,  that  the  amount  of  the 
preceding  arrear  urges  some  want  of  attention,  either  in  the 
letting  or  coUeddng.    The  latter  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly 
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the  case  with  respect  to  the  moduses  and  casiomary  pay- 
ments. 

£   8.  cL 

On  Mr.  Tumock's  aoooimt,  the  balanoe  is  at  present  somewhat  \  aqq    a    q 

in  favour  of  the  trost,  his  expenditnre  being )   ^^    "    * 

HisieoeiptforpewBaDdYaalts £410  10    0 

Dna  fcom  him  for  materials  of  house  in  chnrohyaid  260    0    0 

670  10    0 

Leafing  a  balanoe  against  him  of 83    9  10 


To  which  is  to  be  added  a  snm  of  £88  lOs.  for  a  pew^  unpaid^ 
making  the  balance  on  that  acconnt,  in  favour  of  the  trusty 
£70  19s.  lOd.;  but  this  is  liable  to  the  payment  of  the  balances 
due  to  the  tradesmen  in  Mr.  Tumock's  account^  which  may 
more  than  exhaust  it. 

If^  however^  the  Marston  tithes  are  brought  into  the  trust 
account^  it  will  turn  the  general  balance  in  favour  of  the  trust. 

£.    8.    d. 

The  rental  ofthese  tithes  for  the  11  years  from  1812,  amounted  to...  2746    2    4 

IVom  which,  if  there  be  dedncted  the  payments  to  the) 

Curate  of  Marston,  yiz.  £40  for  9  years,  and  £8  for  >  876    0   0 
2  years    ) 

To  the  Schoolmaster 46  15    0 

AHowanoe  for vafaiing  and  oolleciingthe  tithes,  say  £12 7   -loo    a    a 

per  annnm..... • ) 

654  15    0 

There  will  reinain 2191    7    4 


Whicb^  if  added  to  the  receipt  side  of  the  churchwarden^s  book^ 
will  give  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  trust  of  £848  3s.  5d.  It  is 
probable^  however^  that  some  further  deductions  should  be 
made  from  the  rental  of  these  tithes  for  arrears  unreceived^  and 
perhaps  for  other  charges  thereon. 

We  have  looked  through  the  corporation  accounts^  to  see 
whether  any  expenditures  have  taken  place,  which  can  fairly  be 
considered  as  good  and  charitable  works,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  queen's  grant,  and  to  which  the  Marston  tithes  might 
be  deemed  applicable.  We  find  that  in  1814  and  1815,  nearly 
£150  was  laid  out  in  building  the  grammar  school,  and  other 
sums  were  expended  at  an  earlier  period  on  the  same  object. 
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This  may  be  considered  as  falling  within  the  intention  of  the 
grants  so  far  as  the  building  was  necessary^  and  the  funds 
resulting  from  the  endowment  of  the  grammar  school  were 
inadequate  to  the  expense.  We  find,  also,  that  large  sums 
have  been  expended  in  paving  the  town,  which  the  corporation 
are  botmd  to  do,  in  consideration  of  their  receiving  the  tolls  of 
the  market,  (a  receipt,  however,  which  is  very  insufficient  for 
the  purpose).  At  a  period  anterior  to  1812,  a  sum  of  £1000 
was  paid  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  town-hall  and 
market-house,  under  the  provisions  of  a  private  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  £800  of  the  money  was  borrowed  on  annuity, 
expressly  charged  on  the  security  of  the  tithes  of  Marston ;  but 
we  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  go  into  the  particulars  of  this 
transaction,  as  the  loan  has  been  repaid  from  the  general  funds 
of  the  corporation.  We  cannot  think  that  either  of  these  last, 
though  very  useful  works,  fall  within  the  intention  of  the 
grant;  and  we  have  discovered  no  other  disbursement  what- 
ever, that  can  be  construed  to  do  so. 

It  seems,  that  in  former  times,  considerable  supineness  was 
manifested  by  the  corporation  in  the  management  of  this 
charity,  especially  in  suffering  different  parts  of  the  property  to 
be  held  for  a  long  period  of  years,  at  very  inadequate  rents. 
We  have  not,  however,  deemed  it  requisite  to  enter  more 
minutely  into  the  investigation  of  these  circumstances,  or  of 
the  accounts,  previous  to  the  year  1812,  as  it  appears  to  us, 
that  the  facts  we  have  already  detailed  present  aU  the  points 
upon  which  it  can  be  useful  at  present  to  animadvert. 

Upon  the  whole  of  the  case,  the  following  questions  arise, 
which  appears  to  us  of  considerable  importance,  and  require  to 
be  put  in  some  way  of  final  settlement : — 

1. — ^Whether  the  tithes  of  Marston  are  not  to  be  considered 
as  part  of  the  property  of  the  charity,  and  the  receipts  therefrom 
carried  to  the  trust  account ;  and  whether  the  £12  a  year  paid 
out  of  these  tithes  to  the  poor  of  the  alms-house,  being  the 
produce  of  other  charitable  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  corpora- 
tion, ought  not  to  be  taken  off  the  tithes,  and  secured  upon 
other  of  the  corporate  property  ? 

2.— YiThether  the  grant  of  the  tithes  of  Coton^  of  the  9th 
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August^  1705,  under  which  they  became  vested  in  earl  Talbotj 
ought  not  to  be  set  aside,  and  the  whole  beneficial  interest 
therein  restored  to  the  charity  ? 

3. — ^To  what  extent  the  discretionary  power  of  the  corpora- 
tion over  the  residue  of  the  revenues,  after  paying  the  four 
sums  notified  in  the  grant,  is  to  be  carried.  It  is  to  be 
observed,  that  the  amount  of  the  revenue  was  ascertained  and 
set  forth  in  the  grant,  namely,  £4  7s.  lOd. ;  hence  it  may  be 
contended,  that  this  was  as  much  a  fixed  and  limited  portion  of 
the  revenue  as  any  of  the  other  payments  therein  specified; 
and  that  in  the  event  of  any  increase  of  income,  all  the  objects 
of  the  grant  should  be  proportionably  benefited.  The  corpora- 
tion  seem,  in  fact,  to  have  abandoned  the  construction  which 
would  restrict  the  claims  of  the  different  parties  to  the  sums 
expressed  by  the  grant,  by  increasing  the  annual  payments  to 
the  rector  and  curate ;  and  at  all  events  it  is  desirable,  that 
whatever  proportion  of  the  income  the  parties  interested  under 
the  grant  are  severally  entitled  to  claim,  or  ought,  under  the 
change  of  circumstances  which  has  taken  place,  to  be  allowed, 
should  be  fixed  on  some  regular  basis,  and  not  be  subjected  to 
what  may  be  a  capricious  fluctuation  ? 

4. — ^At  the  same  time,  it  is  much  to  be  wished,  that  the 
purposes  to  which  the  residue  of  the  income,  after  providing 
for  the  reparations  of  the  church,  is  aji^plicable  under  the  deno- 
mination of  ^^  other  good  and  charitable  works  in  the  town  of 
Stafford,^'  should  be  defined  with  some  greater  degree  of 
exactness. 

These  and  other  circumstances,  have  already  been  the 
occasion  of  much  dissatisfaction  and  contest  in  the  town. 

In  Michaelmas  term,  1810,  an  information  was  filed  in  the 
court  of  Chancery,  (and  afterwards  amended  by  order  of  the 
27th  November,  1812,)  at  the  suit  of  the  Attorney-general,  on 
the  relation  of  the  Bev.  Edward  Dickinson,  rector  of  St.  Mary's, 
Stafford,  the  Bev.  Joseph  Ellerton,  curate  of  Marston,  and  two 
others,  parishioners  and  inhabitants  of  St.  Mary's,  Stafford,  on 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  parishioners  and  in- 
habitants of  the  said  parish,  against  earl  Talbot,  the  mayor  and 
burgesses  of  Stafford,  and  others,  by  which,  after  stating  the 
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above-mentioned  circomstances  respecting  the  tithes  of  Mars- 
ton^  and  the  application  thereof^  the  tithes  of  Coton^  the  lease 
to  Dudley^  and  many  acts  of  alleged  misconduct  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  trast  property^  and  the  revenues  thereof,  it  was 
(among  other  things)  prayed,  that  the  corporation  should 
account  for  all  the  trust  property  granted  to  them,  in  trust,  by 
the  grant  of  queen  Elizabeth,  and  for  the  profits  thereof 
received  by  them,  or  which  might  have  been  received  but  for 
their,  wilful  neglect ;  and  that  the  court  should  order  in  what 
manner  the  funds  should  in  future  be  applied,  regard  being  had 
to  the  objects  of  the  said  grant,  and  especially,  that  the  sti- 
pends of  the  rector  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  curate  of  Marston, 
should  be  augmented  in  proportion  to  the  increased  value  of 
the  trust  estates ;  and  that  a  proper  annual  sum  should  be  paid 
thereout,  to  a  fit  and  proper  person  as  a  schoolmaster,  to 
instruct  the  boys  and  youth  of  the  town  of  Stafibrd,  in  reading 
and  aocompts,  [it  being  contended,  that  the  grant  did  not  limit 
the  payment  of  the  41.  bs,  to  the  master  of  the  grammar 
school]  ;  and  that  earl  Talbot  should  account  to  the  charity  for 
the  full  value  of  the  property  held  by  him  imder  the  grant  to 
Bode  and  Ward,  of  the  9th  August,  1766. 

The  curate  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  master  of  the  grammar 
school,  who  are  members  of  the  corporation,  did  not  join  in 
this  information. 

The  several  defendants  put  in  their  answers,  and  nothing 
further  has  been  done.  This  suspension  of  proceedings  is 
stated  to  have  been  principally  occasioned  by  the  long  illness  of 
the  late  rector,  which  terminated  in  his  death  in  1820.  By  that 
event  the  suit  abated ;  but  we  understand  that  it  is  intended  to 
revive  it,  making  the  present  rector  a  party  thereto. 

This  information  appears  to  embrace,  in  a  great  measure, 
the  points  we  have  above  adverted  to ;  and  either  by  this  pro- 
ceeding, or  by  such  other  as  the  attorney-general  may  deem  it 
right  to  institute,  we  think  it  highly  important,  not  only  for  the 
interests  of  the  persons  concerned  in  the  grant,  but  for 
the  peace  and  well  being  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  that  those 
matters  should  receive  the  decision  and  direction  of  a  court 
of  equity. 
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SUTTON'S  CHAEITT. 

BoBBBT  SuTTOK^  clerk^  rector  of  St.  Madry's^  Stafford^  hj  his 
wSl,  dated  20th  November^  30th  queen  Elizabeth,  and  proved 
at  Lichfield  the  I9th  March,  1587,  gaye  and  bequeathed  to  his 
executors,  all  his  lands^  fee  fieurms,  leases,  rents  and  reyersions 
whatsoeyer,  to  be  disposed  of  for  paying  his  debts,  which  thing 
done,  then  the  same  to  be  disposed  by  them,  to  the  use  and 
finding  of  four  poor  scholars,  to  be  chosen  in  the  town  of 
fitafibrd  and  Foregate-street,  by  the  election  of  the  bailiffs  of 
Stafford,  the  parson  of  St.  Marfs,  and  the  schoolmaster ;  and 
the  said  poor  scholars  so  chosen,  to  haye  continuance  at  the 
school  so  long  time  as  the  said  electors  should  think  meet  and 
conyenient;  and  the  overplus  of  the  said  lands  and  rents  (if 
any),  to  be  disposed  by  his  said  executors,  and  their  heirs, 
upon  such  good  and  godly  uses  as  they  in  conscience  should 
think  necessary  j  but  especially,  from  time  to  time,  towards 
keeping  the  church  in  reparation,  and  the  furtherance  of  the 
school.  His  will  was,  that  the  said  four  poor  scholars  should 
have  268,  and  8d.  a  piece,  yearly,  for  their  exhibition ;  and  that 
there  should  be  yearly  40«.  distributed  for  ever,  to  the  poor  in 
Stafford  and  Foregate-street,  upon  the  day  of  his  decease ;  and 
he  would  willingly  have  on  that  day,  yearly,  a  sermon,  and  the 
preacher  to  have  6$.  8d,  for  the  same. 

A  commission  of  charitable  uses  was  executed  at  Stafford 
in  1599,  under  which  it  was  decreed,  that  Sutton^s  executors 
should,  yearly,  on  the  last  day  of  November,  distribute  to  the 
poor  of  Stafford,  40b.,  and  to  the  preacher  of  a  sermon  on  that 
day,  6s.  8d. ;  and  on  the  25th  March,  £1  6s.  8d.  to  four  poor 
scholars,  30s.  to  the  chief  schoolmaster,  and  £2  6s.  8d.  to  the 
usher ;  and  that  an  account  should  be  rendered  of  the  surplus 
on  the  same  day,  which  should  be  bestowed  upon  the  repairs  of 
St.  Mary's  church  and  the  free- school,  as  the  bailiffs  should 
think  meet. 

On  the  10th  January,  12th  James  Ist,  the  mayor  and 
buxf^Bses  executed  a  release  to  William  and  Francis  Chamber- 
lain, alias  Backhouse,  the  representatives  of  Sutton's  executors, 
of  all  demands  under  his  will,  and  covenanted  to  pay  the  several 
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allowances  to  the  four  scholars^  the  poor  of  Stafford^  and  the 
preacher ;  and  to  save  harmless  the  said  William  and  Francis 
from  the  payment  thereof. 

What  portion  of  Sutton's  property  was  conveyed  by  his 
executors,  or  their  representatives,  to  the  corporation,  in  conse- 
quence whereof  this  release  was  given,  does  not  appear.  But 
it  seems  fair  to  conclude,  that  the  whole  was  not  so  conveyed 
which  was  in  their  hands  in  1599,  otherwise  they  would  have 
required  the  mayor  and  burgesses  to  indemnify  them  against 
the  further  payments  to  the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  to  which 
they  were  in  that  year  subjected  by  the  commissioners'  decree. 

The  following  parcels  were  probably  derived  from  Sutton, 
and  are  all  we  find  any  trace  of : — 

By  indenture,  dated  the  23rd  April,  5th  queen  Anne,  the 
mayor  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  the  surrender  of  a 
former  lease,  and  a  fine  of  £5.  devised  to  James  Wheelwright, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  a  bam,  cowhouse 
and  stable,  with  a  garden  and  orchard  to  the  same  belonging, 
containing  in  length  36  yards  from  the  building  to  the  further 
end  of  the  garden,  and  in  breadth  10  yards,  which  premises 
were  adjoining  the  house  and  garden  of  one  William  Joboum, 
on  the  northwest  side,  and  were  lying  over  against  a  certain 
lane,  within  the  borough  of  Stafford,  called  KitHng  Lane ;  to 
hold  from  the  date  thereof,  for  the  term  of  500  years,  paying 
6s.  8d.  rent  upon  30th  November,  to  the  mayor,  for  the  rector 
of  St.  Mary's  church,  for  his  preaching  a  sermon  upon  St. 
Andrew' s-day  yearly,  according  to  the  gift  of  Robert  Sutton, 
derk,  deceased,  formerly  rector. 

This  rent  of  6s.  8d.  is  not  now  received,  nor  can  the  cor- 
poration ascertain  the  premises  mentioned  in  this  indenture. 
The  name  of  KitUng  Lane  is  not  now  known. 

By  another  indenture  dated  30th  October,  1708,  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  £100  fine,  and  £5  6s.  8d. 
yearly  rent,  sold  and  to  perpetual  fee-farm  demised  unto  said 
James  Eaton,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  burgage,  messuage 
or  tenement,  in  the  borough  of  Stafford,  in  Greengate-street, 
adjoining  to  a  certain  lane  leading  to  the  high  church  on  the 
south  side,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Talbot,  with  all  appurte- 
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nances  whatsoever  to  the  same  belonging ;  to  hold  to  the  said 
Eaton^  his  heirs  and  assigns^  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £5  6s.  8d. 
npon  the  feast  of  St.  Thomas^  clear  of  all  taxes^  with  power  of 
distress  for  nonpayment^  and  if  no  distress^  and  the  rent  unpaid 
40  days^  the  lease  to  be  void.  The  said  yearly  rent  to  be  given 
to  four  poor  scholars  for  ever^  by  equal  portions,  to  be  taught 
and  kept  to  learning  in  the  free  grammar  school,  according  to 
the  pious  and  charitable  gift  of  Robert  Sutton,  clerk,  thereto- 
fore rector  of  St.  Mary's,  as  manifest  from  his  last  will  and 
testament. 

The  £100  received  from  Eaton,  was  applied  towards  the 
purchase  of  a  house  for  the  residence  of  the  rector,  the  cost  of 
which  (as  stated  in  the  answer  of  the  corporation,  to  certain 
proceedings  in  Chancery  in  the  year  1736),  was  £250. 
This  house  is  not  now  inhabited  by  the  rector,  nor  is  it 
clearly  known  what  house  it  is.  But  another  residence  has 
been  provided  for  him,  as  we  have  already  stated,  which  he 
occupies  rent  free,  paying  only  an  acknowledgment  of  10s. 
a  year. 

The  premises  conveyed  to  Eaton,  are  now  two  houses  in 
Stafford,  the  property  of  Mr.  Richard  Beech,  of  Wotton,  near 
Eocleshall,  from  whom  the  annuity  of  bl,  6s.  8d.  is  received 
by  the  chamberlain,  and  paid  to  four  poor  scholars  in  the 
grammar  school,  as  mentioned  before  in  the  account  of  that 
charity. 

The  chamberlain  also  pays,  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the 
corporation,  6s.  8d.  to  the  rector  of  St.  Mary's  for  a  sermon 
preached  by  him  on  St.  Thomas's-day,  and  also  distributes  40s. 
at  the  church  on  St.  AndreVs-day,  to  40  poor  old  widows. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  mayor,  for  the  year,  but  of  late 
years  the  same  persons  have  received  the  gift  during  their  lives. 
The  former  lists  appears  to  have  varied,  and  to  have  comprised 
men  as  well  as  women. 

We  can  find  no  trace  of  the  annual  payments  of  30s.  to  the 
schoolmaster,  and  22.  68.  8d.  to  the  usher,  ever  having  been 
madoj  as  directed  by  the  decree  of  the  commissioners  of  charit- 
able  uses  in  1599. 
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SIR  MARTIN  NOEPS  ALMSHOUSES. 

In  an  ancient  manuscript  book^  (in  the  possession  of  Mr. 
Seckerson,  solicitor,  of  StaflTord),  dated  1727,  purporting  to 
contain  copies  of  original  documents  in  the  possession  of  the 
corporation,  made  for  the  use  of  one  of  its  members,  is  a  copy 
of  a  letter  addressed  by  Sir  Mwrtin  Noel,  to  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  Stafford,  wherein  he  states,  that  in  part  performance 
of  certain  good  resolutions  which  he  had  formed  towards  the 
town  of  Stafford,  where  he  was  bom,  he  had  laid  aside  a  child's 
part  of  his  present  estate,  and  had  therewithal  built  a  small 
monument  in  the  town,  as  a  shelter  and  retirement  for  some  of 
the  aged  and  necessitous  poor,  consisting  of  12  houses,  with  a 
small  oratory  or  chapel  for  them,  assembled  before  the  Lord 
with  prayer  and  reading,  and  to  each  house  had  assigned  a  small 
garden  plot,  which  Gk)d  speeding  his  further  intentions,  he 
resolved  speedily  to  endow,  not  only  with  weekly  maintenance, 
but  yearly  provision,  firing  and  garments :  And  he  requested 
the  assistance  of  the  mayor,  aldermen  and  conmion  councilmen 
of  Stafford,  his  cousin  Walter  Noel,  and  the  minister  of 
Stafford,  to  place  12  poor  persons  of  the  town,  (not  under  the 
age  of  50),  whereof  six  to  be  meu,  and  six  women,  such  who 
are  known  to  be  of  the  greatest  necessity  and  honest  conversa- 
tion, either  bom  in  Stafford,  or  who  had  lived  there  at  least  15 
years  past :  And  although  he  desired  to  store  the  house  or  place 
with  single  persons,  "yef  he  adds,  "in  case  any,  though  at 
present  married,  be  in  your  opinion,  fit  objects  of  this  charity, 
it  must  be  with  allowance,  and  under  the  qualification  of  one 
single  person  :*'  And  in  case  there  be  any  two  of  the  houses 
any  whit  better  than  the  rest,  it  was  his  intention  that  one  of 
them  should  be  appointed  for  an  ancient  impoverished  minister, 
or  some  other  unblameable  christian,  qualified  with  ability  to 
read  and  pray  daily  with  the  said  poor,  the  other  for  a  matronly 
woman,  who  should  have  an  oversight  of  such  as  at  any  time 
happen  to  Mi  sick. 

There  is  no  date  to  this  letter,  but  it  must  have  been  some 
time  prior  to  1 693,  as  we  find  in  that  year  an  order  made  by 
the  corporation  for  repairing  the  almshouses. 
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No  farther  endowment  of  these  houses  was  made  by  Sir 
Martin  Noel^  in  consequence^  as  it  is  said^  of  losses  at  sea  sus- 
tained by  him^  which  disabled  him  from  carrying  his  charitable 
intentions  into  effect. 


The  following  documents  in  reference  to  the  Free  Grammar 
School  Endowment^  the  Church  Property,  &c.,  are  here  given  as 
they  appear  in  the  Chcuity  Commissioners*  Report. 


DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TITHES  IN  THE  PREBEND  of  MARSTON, 

in  the  School  Rental  of  1612. 

"  The  Tithes  and  herbage  of  aU  Lambercotes,  that  is  to  say,  of  all  the  mea- 
dows and  arable  grounds,  which  lie  in  length  from  the  Green  Bridge,  downward, 
by  the  river  of  Sowe,  nnto  the  lands  of  Mr.  Fowler,  and  in  breadth,  between  the 
said  river  of  Sowe  and  the  high  portway  from  the  East  gate  to  Lanes,  upon 
Goton  Hill ;  the  tithes  of  Foregate  street,  with  the  crofts  on  both  sides  thereof, 
and  a  chief  of  6s.  8d.  out  of  the  house  of  John  Chepe  there ;  the  third  part  of  the 
tithes  of  Foregate  field,  with  the  tithes  of  Black  Butts ;  all  the  tithes'and  Easter 
roll  within  the  town  of  Stafford,  and  of  all  the  crofts,  meadows,  and  gardens  on 
the  south-west  side  of  the  town  to  the  said  river  Sowe,  firom  the  Purchase  to  the 
Green  Bridge,  within  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's,  except  only  that  port  which  John 
Towers  holdeth,  viz.,  from  the  Gaol  gate  up  to  John  Austin's  house  eastward, 
and  so  from  thence,  down  by  Mr.  Barber's  house,  to  the  East  gate." 


EXTRACT  FROM  THE  CHARTER  OF  KING  EDWARD  YJ. 
of  the  Description  of  the  Premises  thereby  granted,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Free  Chapel  of  St.  John. 

"All  those  lands,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Rowley  Tellington, 
and  the  Green  Field,  near  Stafford,  in  the  possession  of  William  Stamford  and 
others ;  also  that  pasture,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  near  the  Green  Field, 
in  Stafford  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Cradock ;  and  all  that  messuage, 
and  all  the  lands  and  hereditaments  lying  in  Rickersoote,  in  the  said  county  of 
Stafford,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Whitby;  and  all  that  messuage  near  the 
hospital ;  and  all  the  laiids  and  hereditaments  situate  in  Rickersoote,  and  in  other 
fields  in.  Stafford  aforesak],  in  the  tenure  of  William  Withmell ;  and  all  that 
messuage,  aad  cone  pasture^  called  Mynor's  Grayfelde,  in  Stafford  aforesaid :  and 
also  an  annual  rent  of  4d.  issuing  out  of  certain  lauds  of  William  Henn,  in 
HoptoB,  in  tkeoounty  of  Stafford ;  another  aimaal  rent  of  4d,  issuing  out  of  one 
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garden,  of  John  Launder,  in  Stafford ;  and  all  that  messuage  and  garden,  in 
Stafford,  in  the  tenure  of  Francis  Dormington ;  one  annual  rent  of  9(i.  issuing 
out  of  certain  lands  of  Bx>bert  Lees,  on  the  Green,  in  Stafford;  also,  a  messuage 
in  Forebridge,  and  a  croft  of  pasture  in  Greenfield,  in  the  occupation  of  William 
Peake;  also,  all  those  messuages  and  gardens  in  Stafford-upon-the-Green 
aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  John'  Glover  and  others ;  also,  the  fourth  part  of  a 
meadow,  near  the  Greenfield,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Philip ;  also,  a  messuage, 
and  a  fourth  part  of  the  said  meadow,  near  the  Greenfield,  in  the  tenure  of 
Henry  Philip :  also,  the  moiety  of  the  said  meadow,  near  the  Greenfield,  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Sendall ;  and  aU  those  lands  and  hereditaments  in  Ledhall,  in 
the  parish  of  Penkridge,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  the  occupation  of  John 
Creswall ;  and  all  that  pasture  in  Dunston,  in  the  said  county,  called  St.  John's 
Byrche,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Styche ;  and  all  those  lands,  meadows>  pastures 
and  hereditaments,  in  Ledhall  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Lattimer ;  and 
all  that  house,  garden  and  little  croft,  "e£  duos  cattinas,"  in  Stafford,  in  the 
tenure  of  William  Sulleye ;  which  messuages,  lands,  rents  and  other  premises, 
belonged  to  or  were  parcel  of  the  possessions  of  the  free  chapel  or  hospital  of  St. 
John  the  Baptist,  near  Stafford,  lately  dissolved." 


SUBSTANCE  OF  A  DECBEE  OF  THE  COURT  OF  CHANCERY, 
dated  the  Ist  June,  10  Jac.  L,  in  a  Cause,  John  Brown,  Master,  and  John 
Wayte,  Usher,  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  King  Edward  VI.  in  Stafford, 
and  John  Wakering,  Gentleman,  PlaintiflGs,  and  the  Burgesses  of  the  town  of 
Stafford,  and  others,  Defendants,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Possessions  of  the 
Free  Chapel  of  St.  John. 

Aftbe  reciting  the  charter  of  King  Edward  VI.  and  stating,  that,  as  touching 
certain  of  the  lands  thereby  granted,  which  had  belonged  to  the  free  chapel  or 
hospital  of  St.  John,  it  appeared  to  the  court,  that  upon  some  question,  which 
^as  thereuntofore  made  to  the  title  of  the  same  lands  and  tenements,  by  Henry 
late  lord  Stafford,  the  burgesses  that  then  were,  did,  about  the  2d  year  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  grant  the  same  to  the  said  Lord  Stafford,  with  a  render  of  9/.  14s».  for 
the  same,  to  the  said  burgesses,  for  the  use  of  the  said  school ;  and  that  the 
possessors  of  the  said  lands,  defendants  in  the  suit,  claimed  the  same,  some  by 
fines,  with  proclamations  and  other  assurances,  some  by  descent,  and  by  convey- 
ance at  the  third  and  fourth  hand :  It  was  ordered  by  the  court,  that  a  commission 
should  issue  to  the  bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield,  and  others,  to  find  out  the 
true  value  of  the  knds,  &c.  which  were  belonging  to  the  said  free  chapel  or 
hospital  of  St.  John's,  and  take  order  with  the  defendants  for  the  increase  of  a 
competent  sum,  to  be  yearly  paid  out  of  the  said  lands,  &c.  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  said  free-school ;  and  the  said  commissioners  certified  to  the  court,  on  the 
17th  of  April,  161^,  that  the  said  lands,  &c.,  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  80/.,  and 
that  all  the  tenants,  except  three,  had  agreed  to  pay  such  further  increaae 
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towards  the  maintemaiice  of  the  school,  as  the  ootmnissioiiers  should  think  fit ; 

and  that  the  said  commissioiiers  had  thought  fit,  and  ordered  that  there  should 

thenceforth  he  paid,  out  of  the  lands  of  the  persons  who  had  so  submitted  to  the 

said  commissioners  order,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  school,  the  following 

sums,  viz. — 

£    8.    d. 
Eor  a  messuage  in  Forebridge,  between  the  bridge  and  the  house  of 

one  Tully,  with  a  croft^  between  the  highways  and  the  river,  and 

a  cottage  in  Forebridge;   a  dose  called  Backhouse's  Leasow, 

between  the  highway  and  Greenfield  Leasow,  with  a  slang  at  the 

end  of  the  same,  and  six  acres  of  land  in  the  Greenfield,  in  the 

holding  of  Thomas  Withnall,  valued  at  £8  13s.  4d.  then  paying 

16s.  8d 2    0    0 

Eor  the  great  house  adjoining  St.  John's  chapel,  and  three  cottages 
and  grounds  called  Stychefields,  in  the  holding  of  Matthew 
Cradock,  valued  at  £17  6s.  8d.  then  paying  £1 8s 5    9    0 

Por  a  tenement  in  Forebridge,  and  five  acres  of  land  in  Greenfield 
in  the  holding  of  Thomas  Booth,  valued  at  33s.  then  paying  nothing     0    7    6 

For  a  tenement  in  Forebridge,  in  the  holding  of  Richard  Glover 
Valued  at  lOs.  then  paying  7s 0    7    0 

For  a  tenement  and  bam  in  Forebridge,  in  the  occupation  of  Bobert 
Philips,  valued  at  £1  6s.  8d.  then  paying  8d 0    6    8 

For  a  tenement  on  the  Green,  in  tiie  holding  of  Ellen  Withnall, 
valuedat  20s 0    6    8 

For  five  acres  in  Greenfield,  in  the  holding  of  William  Chamberlane, 
valued  at  10s.  then  paying  nothing 0    6    0 

For  a  tenement  in  Forebridge,  and  lands  called  Coney  Greaves,  in 
the  holding  of  Ann  Beresford,  valued  at  £4 10s.  then  paying  12s.      18    0 

For  a  dose  caHled  St.  John's  Birch,  in  Dunston,  and  other  grounds, 
in  the  holding  of  John  Taylor,  valued  at  £3  then  paying  9s.  lOd.      0  16    0 

For  a  tenement  in  Forebridge,  in  the  holding  of  Thomas  Packington, 
valued  at  10s 0    6    8 

For  a  tenement  on  Stafford  Green,  in  the  holding  of  Michael  Talbot, 
valued  at  20s 0    5    0 

And  whereas  Bichard  Fox  had  paid  out  of  Tillington,  for  lands 
unknown,  12s.;  and  Bichard  Berrington,  out  of  Bowley,  for 
lands  unknown,  6s.  8d. ;  and  certain  chief  rents  and  obits  in 
Stafford  and  Forebridge,  amounting  to  6s.  8d.  had  been  annually 
paid,  the  commissioners  thought  such  payments  should  be  /-      0  12    0 

continued )      0    6    8 

(      0    6    8 

And  whereas  Hugh  Whitby  and  Thomas  White,  two  of  the  defen- 
dants who  had  answered,  and  Bichard  Harvey,  a  defendant,  who 
had  not  answered,  had  appeared,  but  had  refused  to  abide  by  the 
order  of  the  commissioners ;  the  lands  and  tenements  m  Bicker- 
scote,  in  the  possession  of  Whitby  and  White,  being  valued  at 
£24  per  annum,  for  which  had  been  yearly  paid  338.  4d.  to  the 
school ;  and  the  lands  in  the  possession  of  Harvey,  being  valued 
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at  £10  per  annum,  viz.  a  meadow  called  Broad  Stych,  at  £7,  and 
a  close  called  St.  John's  Byrch,  near  Minor's  Close,  at  £3,  and  for 
which  meadow  and  close  had  been  yearly  paid  44s.,  but  by  reason 
of  their  obstinacy  the  commissioners  could  not  determine  the  same ; 
they  certified  their  opinion,  that  the  lands  in  the  possession  of 

Whitby  and  White  should  be  charged  with  a  payment  of   6    0    0 

And  those  in  possession  of  Harvey,  with  50s. ;  viz. — 

For  Broad  Meadow 1  15    0 

And  for  St.  John's  Byrch  0  15    0 

And  the  commissioners  recommended,  that  the  said  messuages  and  lands 
charged  as  aforesaid,  should  be  decreed  to  the  inheritors  and  possessors  thereof, 
according  to  their  several  titles  charged  with  the  said  payments ;  that  by  that 
precedent,  future  times  might  not  in  the  person  of  any  schoolmaster  or  usher, 
by  any  course  either  in  law  or  equity,  call  upon  any  of  them  or  their  heirs 
respectively,  to  increase  the  allowances  to  the  schoolmaster  or  usher  for  the  time 
being,  above  their  charge  ordered  by  that  decree ;  and  they  lastly  proposed,  that 
the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  plaintiffs,  should  have  one  year's  rent  of  the 
premises,  according  to  the  values  by  them  set  down  and  increased,  to  their  own 
uses,  which  amounted  to  £21 6s.  lOd.  towards  their  costs;  and  the  lord  chanoell(ff 
EUesmere  confirmed  the  said  certificate,  and  decreed  accordingly. 


RENTAL  OP  THE  DECREED  RENTS,  IN  1823. 

£  s.    d.    £    s.    d. 
1st  charge  in  the  decree  for  one  messuage  in  Eorebridge,  &c.    2    0    0 

At  present  paid  by  Robert  Smith     10    0 

Miss  Come  0  14    3 

Thomas  Brookes,  for  Eorebridge  school-land      0    1    3 

Mrs.  Goodall,  for  five  acres  in  Greenfield 0    4    6 

2nd  charge  for  the  Great  House,  &c 5    9    0 

At  present  paid  by  Mrs.  Gibbs 5    9    0 

3rd  charge  for  a  tenement  at  the  south  end  of  Eorebridge    0    7    6 

At  present  paid  by  Thomas  Brookes  0    7    6 

4th  charge  for  a  tenement  and  bam  in  Eorebridge  (Glover's)    0    7    0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Henshaw 0    7    0 

5th  charge  for  a  tenement  and  bam,  &c 0    6    8 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Henshaw 0    6    8 

6th  charge  for  a  tenement  on  the  Green,  &c 0    6    8 

At  present  paid  by  George  Careless 0    6    8 

7th  charge  for  5  a.  of  arable  land  in  Greenfield,  &c 0    5    0 

Lost,  the  Greenfield  being  now  inclosed  and  divided — 

8th  charge  for  tenement  in  Eorebridge  and  Coney  Greaves    ISO 

At  present  paid  by  Miss  Come 13    0 

9th  charge  for  St.  John's  Byrch,  in  Dunston 0  15    0 

At  present  paid  by  E.  J.  Littleton,  esq 0  15    0 
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£    s.    d.    £    s.    d. 
lOthchargefor  atenemeat  inForebridge,  Packiiigton's  ...    0    6    8 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Brookes  0    6    8 

nth  charge  for  a  tenement  upon  Stafford  Green,  Talbot's    0    5    0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Charles  Clarke 0    5    0 

12th  charge  for  Eox's  lands,  unknown,  in  Tellington 0  13    0 

At  present  paid  by  J.  S.  Salt,  esq 0  12    0 

13th  charge  for  lands  unknown,  in  Bowley ,  Bichard  Berring- 

ton's    0    6    8 

At  present  paid  by  Messrs.  Keens  0    6    8 

14th  charge  for  certain  chief  roits  and  obits,  in  Stafford,  &o.    0    6    8 

Formerly  paid  by  the  corporation,  but  now  withheld 0    6    8 

15th  charge  for  Whitby  and  White's  land  6    0    0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  for  land  in  Bick- 

erscote 4    0    0 

Mr.  John  Moore,  for  land  at  Bisingbrook,  in  ditto 2    0    0 

16th  and  17th  charge  for  Broadsych  meadow,  and  St.  John's- 

Birch,  Harvey's 2  10    0 

At  present  paid  by  Mr.  Edward  Ckrke 1  15    0 

Mr.  Charles  Clarke  0  15    0 

Per  annum  21    110 


BENTAL,  extracted  from  the  Minister's  Accounts  of  the  2nd  Edward  Yl.,  of 

the  Lands  and  Possessions  in  the  County  of  Stafford,  belonging  to  the  late 

College  of  Stafford,  ¥rith  the  Prebends  of  the  same. 

£    s.   d. 
Farm  of  the  deanery  of  Stafford,  with  all  lands,  tithes,  &c,  thereto 

belonging;  rent  per  annum  44    8    2 

Except, 

Annual  Pension  out  of  the  prebend  of  Coton   16    8 

Ditto Salt      0  13    4 

Ditto Marston  0    6    8 

And  for  procurations  by  prebendary  of  Marston  every  third  year, 

3s.  4d. 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Coton,  with  all  appurtenances;   to  wit,  the 

tithes  of  grain  and  hay,  wool,  lambs,  herbage,  and  small  tithes 

and  Easter  dues  of  the  Township  of  Coton,  and  all  manner  of 

tithes  of  Worston  and  Yarlett,  and  one  messuage,  with  the 

appurtenances  in  Whitgrove;   the  tithes  of  one  water-mill  in 

Worston,  called  Worston  Eastgate  Mill ;  and  one  garden  near 

the  churchyard  of  the  Blessed  Mary   18  13    4 

Farm  of  the  prebend  of  Swetnam,  was  granted  to  Balph  Agarde 

and  Thomas  Smythe,  in  fee,  14b.  8d. 

Farm  of  the  prebend  of  Crofts ;  viz.  one  parcel  of  meadow,  called 

a  doole  in  Whitgrove,  in  Alderam's  meadow,  and  parcel  of  the 

tithes  of  grain  and  hay  of  the  lands  of  the  free  tenants  of  Whit- 

greve  therein  named   0    6    8 
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Parm  of  prebend  of  Denston;  viz.  a  doole  in  Whitgreve,  and 
parcel  of  the  tithes  of  grain  and  hay  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid 
free  tenants  there 0    5    0 

Free  rent   of  assize  out  of  divers   lands  and  tenements  therein 

mentioned,  to  the  same  late  prebend  appertaining 0    6  lOi 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Blnrton,  with  its  appurtenances,  was  granted 
in  fee  to  the  said  Agarde  and  Smith,  13s.  4d. 

Farm  of  the  prebend  of  Potterell ;  viz.  of  a  doole  in  Whitgreve, 
and  parcel  of  the  tithe  of  grain  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid  free 

tenants  -, 0    4   0 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Harvyt,  was  granted  to  the  said  Agarde 
and  Smith,  in  fee,  5s. 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Sandall ;  viz.  a  doole  of  meadow  in  Whitgreve, 
and  parcel  of  the  tithes  of  grain  of  the  aforesaid  firee  tenants 0    5    5 

Free  rent  out  of  lands  in  Whitgreve,  to  the  prebend  of  Sandall 
belonging 0    0    6 

Ditto 0    10 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Walsall  was  granted  to  Agarde  and  Smythe, 
in  fee,  £1  5s.  7id. 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Marston ;  viz.,  a  messuage,  bam  and  garden,  in 
Marston,  and  all  manner  tithes  and  oblations  of  the  township  of 
Marston,  and  of  the  fields,  called  Port  Fields,  near  the  Foriatte...      8    0    0 

Farm  of  40a.  of  arable  land,  in  Whitgreve,  called  the  Hall  Prebend      10    0 

Farm  of  all  manner  of  the  tithes  of  Foniatt  Field  and  Lambercott's^ 
and  the  tithes  of  one  parcel  of  the  High-street,  in  Stafford 5    0    0 

Portion  to  the  Prebend  of  Marston :  to  wit,  in  paschal  tithes,  called 
the  Easter  Bx)ll  of  the  collegiate  church  of  Stafford,  extending  in 
the  book  of  survey  to  20s.  one  year  with  another 10    0 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Herberton,  with  tithes  of  grain  and  hay  there, 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  0  13    4 

Farm  of  tithes  of  gndn  and  hay  of  the  lands  of  the  aforesaid  free 
tenants  in  Whitgreve 0    5    0 

Farm  of  prebend  of  Salte,  with  b31  glebe  lands,  tithes,  oblations,  and 
other  profits  and  hereditaments  of  the  said  prebend 13    7  7i 

Farm  of  the  mansion-house  of  the  priests  of  the  college  aforesaid, 
with  a  garden  and  orchard  adjoining    0    8    0 

Profits  of  mortuaries  within  the  deanery  of  Stafford,  of  oblations  of 
the  four  principal  days,  and  of  all  other  oblations  of  the  collegiate 
church,  and  of  the  houghing  money,  extended  one  year  with  ano- 
ther, by  estimation,  to  50s.,  but  that  year  only  received  at  the 
time  of  the  account  taken,  £1  14s 1  14    0 

£95  18  11 


Qbant  op  the  Tithes  op  CJoton  and  Hakbektok,.  &c. 
By  Indenture,  doted  the  9th  August,  1705,  afl«r  reciting  the  grant  by  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  the  burgesses  of  Stafford,  of  the  late  college  of  Stafford  and  the  tithes 
therein  after  mentioned,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  intent,  that  they  and  their  sue- 


AND  CHORCH  EKDOWMSHTB. 


61 


oessors  should  pay  to  the  rector  of  the  charch  of  St.  Mary's,  Stafford,  yearly,  £16 
for  his  stipend ;  and  to  the  curate  there,  £8  ;  and  to  the  curate  of  Marston,  £8 ; 
and  to  one  schoobnaster  at  Stafford,  £4  5s. ;  and  to  pay  over  thr  residue  of  the 
rents  to  the  reparation  of  the  church  and  chancel  of  Saint  Mary's,  and  other 
deeds  of  charity  within  the  said  town,  at  the  discretion  of  .the  said  burgesses ;  the 
mayor  and  burgesses  of  Stafford,  in  consideration  of  10s.  convey  to  Christopher 
Kode  and  Edward  Ward,  all  the  tithes  and  tenths  whatsoever,  as  well  personal 
as  predial,  arising  within  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Coton,  nigh  Stafford,  and  in 
that  part  of  the  Eoregate  Pield,  nigh  Stafford,  called  the  Crofts,  being  unindosed, 
extending  from  the  Eieldgate  adjoining  the  house  in  the  possession  of  Thomas 
Townsend,  clerk,  and  so  going  all  along  on  the  west  side  of  the  inclosed  crofts  in 
the  Foregate  of  Stafford,  to  the  lane  going  and  turning  down  towards  the 
Crooked  Bridge  ford,  and  adjoining  all  along  from  the  said  Crooked  Bridge, 
downward  towards  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  by  the  lordahip  of  Coton  on  the 
east  side ;  and  also  all  their  tithes  arising  within  the  liberty  of  Harberton,  other- 
wise Albrighton,  in  the  said  county ;  all  which  premises  were  formerly  belonging 
to  the  said  college  of  Stafford ;  to  hold  to  the  said  Bode  and  Ward,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  paying  therefore  the  yearly  rent  of  £5L,  with  covenant  by  the  mayor 
and  burgesses,  to  pay  the  said  respective  salaries  to  the  said  minister,  curates, 
and  schoolmaster,  and  perform  all  other  the  said  charities,  pursuant  to  the  trusts 
reposed  in  the  said  mayor  and  burgesses  by  the  said  letters  patent. 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  RENTAL   OP  THE  LANDS,  &c.,  DERIVED 
FROM  THE  QUEEN'S  GRANT,  from  1812  to  1821. 


Tithes  of  Marston... 

Do.  Coton,  &c 

Do.  Worston 

Do.  Salt  &  Enson... 


1812 


£    *.  rf. 

252    2  7 

51    0  0 

57  U  6 

240  13  41 


Gle\)e  &  Allotments  122  18    0 
Moduaes 7  10    0 


1813 


£     *.  rf. 

«52    2  7 

51    0  0 

57  11  6 

240  13  4i 

128  13  0 

7  10  0 


1814 


£     s.  d. 

252    2  7 

51    0  0 

5118  6 


128  13    0 
7  10    0 


1815 


£     «.  d, 

252    2  7 

51    0  0 

5118  6 


240    8    41240    3    4i291  18    4i 


1816 


£     *.  d. 

252    2  7 

51    0  0 

5118  6 


73115    5*1737  10    5173112    51731    7    5i783    2    51 


128  13    0 
7  10    0 


128  13    0 
7  10    0 


Tithes  of  Marston... 

Do.  CotoiL  &c 

Do.  Worston 

Do.  Salt  ft  Enson... 
Glebe  ft  Allotments 
Moduaes , 


1817 


£     s.  d, 

233    2  6 

51    0  6 

5118  6 

210  19  7 

128  13  0 

7  10  0 


1818 


£     *.    rf. 

238    6  10 

51    0    0 

51  18    6 

205  17  U 

120    8    0 

7  10    0 


1819 


£     *.  d, 

277    9  5 

51    0  0 

51  18  6 

267  12  8 

129    3  0 

7  10  0 


1820 


£     9.  d, 

293    0  3 

51    0  0 

5118  6 

284    8  5 

128    9  0 

7  10  0 


683    3    7  675    1    3  784  13    7  816    6    2 
Allowed  to  tenants  out  of  the  tithes  of  Marston  and  Salt  in  1821... 


1821 


£  9.  d. 

256  19  1 

51  0  0 

51  18  6 

1309  9  4 

126  18  0 

7  10  0 


1803  14  11 
29  3  10 


£1774  11  1 
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ABSTEACT   OF   OTHER   CHARITIES, 

Condensed  from  the  Commissioners'  Report. 

Chetwynd  and  Abnett^s  Chaeities. — John  Chetwynd  100?., 
and  Mrs.  Catherine  Abnett  12/.,  for  the  poor  persons  and  chil- 
den  in  NoePs  almshouses.  This  income  is  5^  1 2^.  per  annum, 
arising  from  interest  on  the  tithe-rent  of  Marston. 

Philip  and  Thomas  Foley's  Chaeities. — 1st  April,  1700: 
Philip  and  Thomas  Foley,  5Z.  per  annum,  from  the  rent  of 
Marston,  for  poor  persons  and  children  in  Noel's  almshouses. 

Bynn's  Chaeity.— 23rd  May,  1711 :  Richard  Bynns,  D.D., 
rector  of  Stafford,  interest  of  50Z.  for  the  poor  in  Noel's  alms- 
houses, 

Fowlee's  Chaeity. — 1699:  William  Fowler  gave  (confirmed 
by  decree  dated  21st  July,  1744)  28Z.  per  annum,  chargeable 
on  Coton  Fields,  for  the  inmates  of  the  almshouses.  * 

Faemee  and  Ceompton's  Chaeity. — 4th  January,  1725: 
William  Farmer,  of  Penkridge,  gave  40Z.,  the  interest  to  be  laid 
out  in  coals,  for  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Stafibrd, — ^not  for 
the  almshouses  exclusively.  And  Mrs.  Rebecca  Crompton,  of 
Creswell,  left  (every  Ist  January)  be,  each  to  six  poor  widows 
living  in  Stafibrd.  This  has  since  increased  to  19«.  Sd,  for  each 
widow,  and  should  be  paid  to  them. 

Ceomptons^  Chaeitt. — 9th  February,  1640:  Barbara  Cromp- 
ton  gave  40«.  per  annum  for  four  poor  widows  at  Easter.  John 
Crompton,  the  interest  of  51.  for  the  poor  of  Milwich,  at 
Christmas.  Prudence  Crompton  (his  widow)  increased  this 
interest  to  IO5.  per  annum. 

Lbvatts'  Chaeity. — 23rd  Dec.  28  Chas.  2nd :  Robert  Levatt 
left  30s.  per  annum,  payable  at  Michaelmas  and  Ladyday,  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.     This  is  duly  paid  in  the  name  of  Levatt. 

Stabtin  &  Walton's  Chaeity. — 15th  June,  1672:  Richard 
Startin  and  Izaak  Walton  left  SL  68.  8d.  per  annum  (Startin 
52s.  and  Walton  148.  8d.),  the  latter  for  coals  for  the  poor  of 

•  In  1740,  the  acre  renU  were  £45  ISs.  6d. ;  in  1809,  £46  5s.  ;  in  1814, 
£55  18s.  ;  in  1858,  £51  I9s. ;  and  the  alms  people  are  entitled  also  to  the  £13 
per  annnm  from  the  Marston  tithes. 
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the  borough ;  one-half  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  and  one-half  at 
the  Purification, — or  if  not  so  applied  for  coals,  for  the  poor  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Chad's,  or  for  repairing  St.  Chad's  church- 
yard wall. 

Walton's  Chabity. — ^9th  August,  1698 :  Izaak  Walton  gave 
£10  to  bind  out  two  boys  yearly,  sons  of  honest  and  poor 
parents;  and  5Z.  yearly  for  some  maid  servant  (21  years  old), 
for  long  servitude,  or  some  poor  man's  daughter  (21  years  old), 
for  her  marriage  gift ;  20s.  to  the  trustees  of  this  Charity,  for 
their  trouble ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rent  of  his  farm  at 
Half-head,  adjoining  Shallowford,  for  the  purchase  of  coals,  to 
be  given  away  in  the  first  week,  either  of  January  or  February, 
yearly ;  and  if  not  so  disposed  of,  then  the  chief  magistrate  of 
Eccleshall  to  have  it  for  similar  purposes.  This  farm  (48a.  2r. 
27p.)  was  let  in  1808  for  26  years,  at  86Z.  10s.  per  annum.  In 
the  chantry  treasurer's  account  for  the  half-year,  1858,  this 
gift  is  only  32 Z.  19s  4d. — viz:  dividends,  9/.  98,  4d.,  and  rent 
per  W.  Ward,  23Z.  10s. 
PooB  BtJEOESSEs'  PuND. — South  Sea  Annuities : — 

£    s.  d. 


Sir  Hugh  Homeraley  gave  50    0  0 

Mr.  Hugh  Homersly 50    0  0 

Mr.  Edwd.  Scrimshire  ...  40    0  0 

Mr.  Scrimahire   5    0  0 

Mr.  Richd.  Astbury  10    0  0 

Mr.  F.  Dorrington 5    0  0 

Sh-Thofl.  Offley  100    0  0 

Lady  C.  Leveson    10 

Mr.  O.  Emery 20 

SirT.  Armstrong 40 

Mr.  Sale  20 

Mrs.  Boigey   10 


0  0 
00 
00 
00 
00 


Mr8.Phmps    20  0  0 

Mr.  Blount 20  0  0 

Lady  Temple  30  0  0 

Mr.  Slaney  10  0  0 

Mrs.  Kirton 100  0  0 

Mrs.  Harding 20  0  0 

Mr.  R,  Font    10  0  0 

Mr.  Jno.  Webb  20  0  0 

Interest  accumulated 120  12  3 


710  12  3 
The  interest,  21/.  6d.  4d.,  is  given 
in  sums  of  40s.  each,  to  poor  bur- 
gesses on  the  21st  Dec. 

Palmer's  Chabity. — 14th  March,  1638 :  John  Pahner  gave 
two  houses  in  Martin's  Lane  (since  exchanged  for  two  in  the 
Broadeye)  for  two  poor  widows  to  reside  in,  and  6s.  8d.  per 
annom  for  an  annual  sermon  to  be  preached  in  St.  Mary's, 
on  Ascension  day.  This  is  paid  by  the  possessors  from  the 
first-named  property. 

Hinton's  Chabity. — ^5th  Feb.,  1684 :  This  charity  is  a  part 
of  several  other  charities  left  to  other  towns,  and  in  1833  there 


H 


54  ABSTRACT   OP   CHARITIES. 

was  23Z.  18s.  lid.  distributed.  The  whole  of  this  bequest,  in 
connexion  with  other  places,  will  be  fully  stated  under  the  head 
of  Lichfield.  It  has  generally  been  given  to  persons  not  in 
receipt  of  parochial  relief. 

HoDGKiNs'  Charity. — 2nd  Feb.,  1701 :  Abraham  Hodgkins 
gave  some  houses  in  Eastgate- street,  for  poor  inhabitants  to 
reside  in,  subject  to  a  perpetual  gift  of  8s.  per  ann.  to  WilKam 
Fowler  and  his  heirs. 

Smith's  Charity. — 12th  June,  1625 :  James  Smith  gave 
14i.  per  annum  for  the  poor  of  Stafford.  This  was  an  original 
portion  or  proportionate  share  of  the  rents  of  a  great  number 
of  estates,  purchased  for  the  poor  of  various  places,  and  the 
Charity  Commissioners  were  of  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be 
greatly  augmented.  They  state  that  the  manor  of  Fradswell, 
one  of  the  estates,  was  bought  by  his  trustees  for  charitable 
purposes,  but  that  the  Earl  of  Essex  being  in  possession  at  that 
time  continued  as  occupier,  or  as  their  tenant,  and  having  the 
original  deeds  in  his  possession,  the  mere  original  amoimts 
named  have  been  paid  to  the  poor,  instead  of  the  vjhole  of  the 
annual  value  or  rents,  and  this  has  continued  to  be  the  case  for 
nearly  200  years.  The  words  in  the  original  conveyances 
being  (1st  May,  1658,  and  13th  May,  1675) : — "that  the  manor 
or  lordships  of  Fradswell,  with  the  rights,  members,  and  appur- 
tenances thereto  belonging,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  all 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  reversions,  services  and  heredita- 
ments to  the  same  manor  belonging,  then  lute  in  the  possession 
or  occupation  of  Robert  Earl  of  Essex,  deceased,  or  of  his 
assigns,  shall  be  conveyed  ujpon  trust  that  the  said  premises 
and  the  yearly  issues  and  profits  thereof  should  be  employed 
and  disposed  of  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  said  deed,  decree,  declaration,  and  last  will  of  the  said 
Henry  Smith." 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  present  holder,  who  claims 
by  descent  from  the  above  named  Earl  of  Essex,  ought  to  pay 
the  whole  of  the  rents  of  this  estate  to  the  benefit  of  the  four 
towns  named  by  the  donor,  viz : — Tamworth,  Lichfield,  New- 
castle-under-Line,  and  Stafibrd ;  and  in  the  proportions  named 
by  him — Tamworth,  14  parts;  Lichfield,  18  parts;  Stafibrd, 
14  parts ;  and  Newcastle,  12  parts. 
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Fowler's  Charity. — 11th  April,  1663:  Simon  Fowler  left 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  12Z.  yearly,  thus :  upon  May-day  and  the 
Feast  of  Philip  and  James,  9Z.  to  poor  persons ;  21.  for  two 
gowns  for  two  poor  persons  (the  first  receivers,  if  alive,  not  to 
receive  them  again  until  the  fourth  year);  and  li.  for  the 
minister  of  St.  Mary's,  to  preach  two  sermons  on  the  above- 
named  days. 

Pbryb's  Charity. — 24th  October,  1716:  Humphrey  Perye 
gave  61.  per  ftTinnm  (this  is  also  a  joint  charity  with  Bilston), 
for  apprenticing  one  boy  eight  miles  out  of  StaflFord,  every 
alternate  year  with  Bilston. 

ToMBBS*  Charity. — I6th  July,  1721 :  John  Tombes  gave  5Z. 
per  annum,  for  five  of  the  poorest  widows  of  Stafibrd. — Trustees, 
the  rector  and  the  bead  master  of  the  school. 

Webb's  Charity.— 19th  June,  1766 :  John  Webb  left  40s. 
per  annum,  for  20  poor  widows,  to  be  given  to  them  twice 
a-year,  i.e.  on  St.  John's  and  Midsummer-day.  This  gift  was 
derived  from  two  houses  in  James-street,  formerly  the  property 
of  Mr.  Webb,  of  Colton. 

Hales's  Charity. — 10th  April,  1643 :  Peter  Hales  left  20s. 
yearly, — one  moiety  for  repairs  of  St,  Chad's  church,  the  other 
moiety  for  ten  poor  persons.  This  comes  out  of  the  rent  of  the 
Bull's  Head,  in  Diglake. 

Chahberlin's  Charity. —  4th  of  Charles  1st.,  October  6th : 
Thomas  Chamberlin,  otherwise  Backhouse,  granted  41.  13s.  4d. 
per  annum,  as  follows : — Out  of  Backhouse's  meadow's  rents — 

£   *.  d. 

To  the  poor  of  Castle  1  13  4 

„     „    of  St.  Mary's    2    6  8 

To  the  Minister  of  Seighford  for  preaching  a  sermon 0    6  8 

To  the  Minister  of  Castle  for  the  like  0    6  8 

BoLDEs'  Charity. — 3rd  May,  1697  :  Thomas  Bolde  left  10s. 
for  two  sermons  to  be  preached  in  Marston  Chapel — the  one 
upon  May-day,  and  the  other  upon  the  1st  November;  and 
also  5s.  each,  for  six  poor  people  of  Marston,  to  be  paid  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day. 
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Gross  Recipts  of  the  Stafford  Charities  : — 


£    8.  d. 

For  the  year  1852  4ri8  19  0 

1853  402    0  4 

1854  501  15  8 

1855  418    4  3 


»» 


&    s.    d. 

For  the  year  1856  390  13    6 

1857  256  18  11 

For  half-year  1858  296  12    0 


The  differences  in  the  above  yearly  accounts  occur  thus :  in  the 
first  five  years  the  school  rents  average  about  240Z.,  whilst  in 

1857,  they  only  amount  to  about  130Z.,  but  in  the  half-year  of 

1858,  they  amount  to  246?.,  doubtless  including  the  non-pay- 
ment  in  1857. 

We  have  now  seen  the  ancient  condition  of  the  Schools  and 
Charities,  and  as  a  matter  of  comparison  and  reference,  the  fol- 
lowing figures  shew  the  rents  up  to  a  recent   date   (1857) : — 

Levetfs  Charity £110  0 

Almshouses  ditto 6  10  0 

Sutton's  ditto 8    0  0 

School  ditto 131    0  4 

Fanner  &  Grompton's  do.   13  10  0 

Ditto  cash  for  repair  of  ^       2    0    0 
Almshouses,  per  ann.  >  241    8  11 

Out  of  this,  the  Head  Master  of  the  School  received  but  81Z,  10s. 
lid.,  as  the  legal  expenses  were  78/.  7s.  4d.,  and  the  two  audit 
dinners  and  stamps  (a  mysterious  and  rare  conjunction  !)  swal- 
lowed up  5Z.  7s.  6d.  It  appears  that  the  Head  Master's  income 
before  this,  for  some  years,  was  double  the  above  amount,  but 
on  this  occasion  he  was  obliged  to  be  satisfied  with  one-half  to 
pay  the  costs  of  the  dispute  then  existing. 


Walton's  Charity    £50  14  7 

Pahner^s  ditto 0    6  8 

Crompton's  ditto 2    0  0 

South  Sea  Annuities  23    5  4 

Startin's  Charity 2  12  0 


Since  the  publication  of  the  Commissioners'  Report,  in 
1823,  the  three  following  Endowments  have  been  added  to  the 
list  of  Charities  of  this  Borough.* 

Kendeedine^s  Charity. — 1828  :  John  Kenderdine,  of  Staf 
ford,  by  his  will  bequeathed  61.  5s.  to  be  given  in  half-crowns 
to  50  poor  widows,  residing  in  StaflFord,  on  St.  Thomas's  Day. 
The  endowment  consists  of  250Z.  consols,  and  stands  in  the 

•  The  particulars  of  Mr.  Alderman  Sidney's  Charity  and  Mr.  Bogen'  Charity 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  Beport  of  Inquiry  into  the  Stafibrd  Charities,  in  • 
subsequent  page. 
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Bank  of  England  in  the  names  of  the  executors  of  Clias.  Ken- 
derdine.  The  interest  amounts  to  71.  10s., — 25s.  being  willed 
to  his  executors  for  their  trouble.  The  charity  is  distributed 
by  the  ministers  and  churchwardens  of  St.  Mary's,  who  receive 
it  through  Mr.  Hand. 

Sidney's  Charity. — ^In  1857,  Aid.  Thomas  Sidney,  of  Lon- 
don, invested  £700  consols  in  the  names  of  the  Mayor,  the 
Bector  of  St.  Mary's,  and  the  Incumbent  of  Christ  Church,  who 
distribute  the  proceeds,  211.  annually,  to  21  poor  widows. 

BoGEBs's  Chaeity. — 1858:  J.  Rogers,  Esq.,  of  Leamington, 
invested  £500  in  the  public  funds,  the  annual  interest  of  which, 
£15,  is  appropriated  by  the  Charity  Trustees,  on  St.  Thomas's 
Day,  to  the  apprenticing  of  two  boys  and  one  girl  the  first  year, 
and  two  e^ls  and  one  boy  the  following  year  r  and  so  on, 
alternately  for  all  future  years. 
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In  August,  1843,  a  body  of  statutes  were  drawn  up  and 
ratified  by  the  trustees  and  visiter  (the  Bishop  of  Lichfield), 
which,  having  been  superseded  by  those  of  the  scheme  of  1858, 
need  not  be  narrated.  The  school  was  conducted  under 
that  Scheme  until  an  application,  by  petition,  was  made 
to  the  Attorney-General  in  1856.  This  arose  from  the  circum- 
stance of  eight  of  the  trustees  being  dead,  and  three  having 
become  non-resident;  therefore  the  legally  qualified  trustees 
wished  to  have  the  proper  number  filled  up,  and  a  new  Scheme 
passed  for  the  government  of  the  school.  The  clerk  to  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  J.  P.  Fearon,  Esq.,  hereupon  had  a 
notice  publicly  exhibited  in  Stafiford,  of  which  the  following 

is  a  copy: — 

COPY  OF  NOTICE. 

"  In  the  matter  of  the  several  charities  called  the  Pree  Grammar  School  of 

King  Edward  the  VL,  Isaac  Walton's  Charity,  Queen  Elizabeth's  Charity,  Sir 

MartiiL  Noel's  Charity,  John  Chetwynd's  Charity,  Catharine  Abnetf  s  Chanty, 

Philip  Poley's  Charity,  Thomas  Foley's  Charity,  Doctor  Bum's  Charity,  Simon 

Fowler's  Charity,  Robert  Sutton's  Charity,  Lady  Barbara  Crompton's  Charity, 
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Robert  Levitt's  Charity,  Richard  Startin's  Charity,  Robert  Palmer's  Charity, 
William  Farmer's  Charity,  Rebecca  Crompton's  Charity,  John  Webb's  Charity, 
William  Fowler's  Charity,  and  the  Burgesses'  Forty  Shillings'  Charity,  aU  in 
the  Borough  of  Stafford,  in  the  County  of  Stafford. 

"Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  application  has  been  made  to  Her  Majesty's 
Attorney-General,  for  his  sanction  to  a  petition  to  the  Right  Honorable  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  in  the  matter  of  the  Charities  above-mentioned,  in  which 
John  Griffim,  mayor;  Thomas  Salt,  banker;  Edward  Knight,  doctor  of 
medicine ;  James  Tumock,  gentleman ;  and  Edward  Lloyd,  manufacturer ;  all 
of  the  Borough  of  Stafford ;  and  the  Reverend  William  Webb,  of  Tixall,  near 
thereto,  derk;  are  the  petitioners,  which  petition  states  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Reform  Act,  seventeen  persons  were 
appointed  trustees  of  the  said  charities,  of  whom  eight  are  dead,  and  three 
non-resident,  reducing  the  number  of  acting  trustees  to  six.  It  is  further  stated 
in  the  said  petition  that  the  management  and  government  of  the  Free  Grammar 
School,  by  the  furst-named  of  the  said  charities,  is  capable  of  considerable 
improvement,  so  as  without  infringing  upon  the  spirit  of  the  letters  patent  under 
which  it  was  founded,  to  enable  it  to  meet  the  growing  requirements  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  borough,  at  the  present  day ;  and  the  petitioners  have 
accordingly  caused  a  scheme  for  the  better  management  and  government  of  the 
said  school  to  be  prepared. 

"  The  Petition  prays  that  such  three  non-resident  trustees,  namely : — John 
Rogers,  Charles  Dudley,  and  Thomas  Stevenson,  may  be  removed  from  being 
trustees  of  the  said  charities ;  and  that  the  Reverend  William  Edward  Coldwell, 
rector  of  St.  Mary's  Church,  Stafford;  Robert  William  Hand,  Solicitor;  Thomas 
Salt,  junior,  county  magistrate ;  John  Morgan,  wine  merchant ;  George  Francis 
Griffin,  draper;  John  Thomas  Harland,  doctor  of  medicine;  Thomas  Turner, 
ironmonger ;  Walter  Wright,  stationer ;  Jolin  Henson  Webb,  banker ;  William 
Edward  Masfen,  bachelor  of  medicine;  Henry  Bruce,  grocer;  and  WiUiam 
Mountford,  glazier ;  who  are  all  resident  householders  in  or  near  to  the  said 
borough  of  Stafford,  and  have  all  consented  to  accept  office,  may  be  appointed 
new  trustees  of  the  said  charities,  in  conjunction  with  the  petitioners  (the  six 
acting  trustees) ;  and  that  all  proper  directions  may  be  given  for  vesting  the 
funds  and  property  of  the  said  respective  charities  in  such  new  and  old  trustees 
accordingly ;  and  that  the  scheme  so  prepared  by  them,  for  the  better  manage- 
ment and  government  of  the  Free  Grammar  School,  with  such  variations  (if 
any),  as  the  Court  shall  direct,  or  some  other  scheme  for  the  better  management 
and  government  of  the  said  free  school  may  be  approved  of  and  established. 

"  If  any  person  shall  have  any  objection  to  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition, 
such  objection,  together  with  the  grounds  thereof,  is  to  be  communicated  in 
writing  to  the  undersigned,  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Attorney-General,  on 
or  before  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  November  instant.  Dated  this  eighth  day  of 
November,  1856.    John  P.  Fearon,  21,  Great  George-street,  Westminster." 
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Upon  this,  a  counter-petition  was  sent  to  the  Attorney- 
General  (Sir  K.  Bethell),  as  follows : — 

COPY  OF  PETITION. 
"In  the  Matteb  ojp  the  setebal  Chasities,  Stapfokd.—jTo  the  Bight 
Hon.  Sir  Richard  Bethell,  Knight,  Her  Majeitj^a  Attomep'Gtneral,  ^c.,  ^c. 
The  Petition  qf  the  undersigned  Inhabitants  qf  the  Borough  qf  Stafford, 

"  Sheweth, — ^That  your  petitioners  have  learnt  with  much  surprise,  that  the 
Trustees  of  the  above-named  charities,  resident  in  Stafford,  have  recently  made 
application  for  your  sanction  for  the  presentation  of  a  petition  to  the  Bight 
Hon.  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  in  the  matter  of  the  several  charities,  within  the 
Borough  of  Stafford ;  and  that  the  petitioners  in  that  behalf,  amongst  other 
things,  have  caused  a  scheme  to  be  prepared  for  the  better  management  and 
government  of  the  Pree  Grammar  School,  one  of  the  said  trusts ;  and  the  said 
petitioners  further  pray,  that  certain  non-resident  trustees  may  be  removed 
from  the  said  trust ;  and  the  several  vacancies  therein  occasioned,  by  removals 
and  death,  fiUed  up,  so  as  to  render  the  number  entire  and  complete.  Your 
petititioners  respectfully  request  that  you  wiU  withhold  your  assent  to  any 
scheme  for  the  management  of  the  Grammar  School  until  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  at  large  have  had  it  placed  before  them  in  order  that  they  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  judging  whether  it  is  in  reality  adapted  'to  meet  the  growing 
requirements  of  the  said  Borough.'  Your  petitioners  folly  concur  in  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  trustees,  that  'the  management  and  government'  of 
the  said  Free  Grammar  School  are  'capable  of  considerable  improvement;'  for 
no  institution  of  the  kind  could  have  rendered  so  small  a  modicum  of  benefit  to 
the  town  in  comparison  with  its  ample  endowment. 

"  That  your  petitioners,  whilst  disclaiming  the  slightest  personal  objection  to 
any  one  of  the  individuals  nominated  to  constitute  the  future  body  of  trustees, 
cannot  but  feel,  that,  as  they  are  all  members  of  the  Established  Church,  their 
appointment  would  inflict  an  act  of  injustice  on  other  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Stafford,  who,  as  your  petitioners  believe,  axe  passed  over  simply  on  account  of 
their  not  being  in  communion  with  the  Church  of  England.  As  the  mayor  of 
the  Borough,  for  the  time  being  is,  ex-officio,  a  trustee  of  the  charities,  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  the  legislature  and  the  government  did  not  contemplate  the  exclusion 
of  non-conibrmists  from  the  office  of  trustees ;  otherwise,  a  provision  of  the  law 
would  have  been  made  to  that  effect,  and  non-conformist  mayors  would  have 
been  incapacitated  from  acting  in  that  capacity.  But,  in  fact,  such  exclusion  is 
contrary  to  the  spirit  which  happily  pervades  all  modem  legislation,  and  would 
be  a  return  to  the  abandoned  system  of  disabilities  and  disqualifications. 

"  Your  petitioners,  therefore,  earnestly  pray  that  you  wiU  not  sanction  such  a 
proceeding  by  recommending  the  appointment  of  a  list  of  exclusive  trustees  for 
the  management  of  the  several  Charities  aforesaid,  and  especially  by  sanctioning 
the  scheme  for  the  government  of  the  Free  Grammar  Sdiool,  xmtil  due  enquiry 
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shall  be  made,  with  a  view  to  introduee,  on  a  broad  and  eomprehensive  prineiple, 
a  fair  representation  of  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants  into  the  local  administra- 
tion of  the  Charities  of  the  Borough  of  Stafford. 

"And  your  petitioners  will,  as  in  duty  bound,  ever  pray." 


The  hearing  of  these  opposing  documents  came  on  before 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  due  course,  and  the  public  report  in 
the  Staffordshire  Advertiser  appeared  as  follows : — 

NOVEMBEE  24,  1857. 
IN  RE  THE  STAFFORD  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  case,  which  has  been  some  time  since  sent  to  the  Chief  Clerk  to  settle 
a  scheme  for  the  charities,  and  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  came  before 
the  Court  again  to-day  upon  two  schemes— one  by  the  surviving  trustee  of  the 
charity  funds,  and  the  other  by  the  Attorney-General.  The  latter  contended 
that  some  of  the  new  trustees  should  be  selected  from  Dissenters,  instead  of  all, 
as  hitherto,  from  members  of  the  Church  of  England ;  and  that  if  the  children 
of  Dissenters  used  the  school,  persons  should  be  appointed  to  administer  to 
them  religious  education  according  to  the  creeds  and  persuasions  of  their 
parents.  The  surviving  trustees  of  the  Charities,  on  the  contrary,  insisted  that 
the  Stafford  Charities  were  intended  by  the  founder  to  be  applied  solely  for  the 
endowment  and  sustentation  of  a  Church  of  England  school,  and  that  it  would 
be  most  opposite  to  the  founder's  wishes,  and  most  detrimental  to  the  interest  of 
the  town  and  school,  that  the  character  of  the  school  should  be  altered  in  the 
sweeping  manner  so  suggested  by  the  Attorney-General. 

The  Attorney-General  and  Mr.  Wickens  appeared  for  the  Crown;  Mr.  R. 
Palmer  and  Mr.  Kenyon  for  the  petitioners. 

The  Master  of  the  Rolls  said  he  could  only  consider  the  school  as  a  Church 
of  England  Grammar  School,  the  trustees  of  which  must  be  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  It  was  one  of  King  Edward's  Grammar  Schools.  The 
case  had  been  put  with  great  acuteness  and  dexterity  by  the  Attorney-General, 
as  resembling  that  of  the  Sherborne  Grammar  School ;  but  he  confessed  his 
own  inability  to  see  any  drcumstanoe  which  would  justify  him  in  saying  that  the 
original  object  of  the  trust  was  of  so  expansive  a  nature  as  that,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  times,  the  school  could  be  considered  otherwise  than  as  a 
Church  of  England  school,  under  the  management  of  members  of  that  Church. 
Whatever  might  be  the  inclination  of  his  private  opinion,  he  could  not,  as  a 
judge,  alter  the  trusts  of  the  charity.  He  could  only  direct  that  the  scholars 
should  be  instructed  in  the  doctrines  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England,  as 
the  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  direct.  How  far  the  other  scholars  were 
to  participate  in  the  general  education  must  be  left  to  the  trustees.  It  was  in 
the  power  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  visiter,  to  modify  the  trusts  from  time  to 
time,  if  he  thought  fit.    The  trustees  must,  therefore,  be  selected  from  persons 
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belonging  to  the  Established  Chnrch  of  England,  and  the  education  and  religious 
instruction  of  scholars  using  the  school  must  be  governed  by  the  statutes  and 
regulations  made  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  visiter,  and  the  other  governors  of 
the  school,  in  the  same  way  as  was  decreed  by  Vice-Chancellor  Wood  in  the  case 
of  the  Chelmsford  Grammar  School  Charities. 

These  will  give  a  clear  explanation  of  the  dispute  between 
the  contending  parties.  Upon  the  publication  of  the  judgment 
the  Chairman  of  the  Trustees  issued  the  following  address : — 

"  STAFFORD  CHARITIES. 

"My  dear  Fellow  Townsmen,  Burgesses  and  others.— The  trustees  of  the 
Free  Grammar  School  and  other  charities  in  which  you  are  interested,  have  long 
desired  to  make  you  all  fuUy  acquainted  with  the  part  we  have  felt  it  our  duty 
to  take  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  our  trust,  and  I  now  beg  you  to  bear  with 
me  whilst  I  endeavour  to  do  so. 

"Previously  to  the  year  1843,  we  were  much  disturbed  to  find  the  School 
sadly  neglected,  and  almost  entirely  unattended :  indeed,  I  believe  at  one  time, 
there  were  ttoo  paid  Masters  (declining  to  give  an  English  education,  which  they 
could  not  be  compelled  to  do,)  and  only  one  boy.  "We  met  repeatedly,  and  did 
all  we  could  to  put  things  in  better  shape,  but  seemed  to  have  no  power  without 
the  great  difficulty,  risk,  and  expense  of  an  application  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery.  After  some  consultation  with  the  Bishop  (Bowstead),  and  with  the 
very  valuable  and  gratuitous  aid  of  Mr.  Kenyon,  a  barrister  eminently  qualified 
for  such  a  task,  we  drew  up  a  Code  of  Rules,  such  as  we  had  fuU  reason  to 
believe  the  Court  of  Chancery  would  approve.  One  valuable  feature  in  these 
statutes  was,  that  your  Rector  kindly  permitted  us  to  introduce  an  English 
master,  the  appointment  of  whom  is  vested  in  the  Rector  of  St.  Mary's,  the 
the  Mayor  of  Stafford,  and  the  Head  Master  of  the  Free  Grammar  School.  So 
far  as  we  could,  we  have  acted  upon  these  statutes,  and  the  school  has  in  conse- 
quence worked  better  ever  since,  though  by  no  means  to  our  satisfaction.  In 
order  to  make  it  as  efficient  as  it  ought  to  be,  and  by  God's  blessing  we  are 
determined  to  make  it,  larger  powers  were  needed.  Accordingly,  in  1855,  we 
again  sought  the  advice  and  assistance  of  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  carefully  drew  up  a 
new  form  of  statutes,  which,  after  they  had  received  the  approval  of  the  Bishop 
of  Lichfield,  in  conformity  with  the  charter,  were  submitted  for  the  sanction  of 
t  the  Court  of  Chancery.  At  the  same  time,  in  consequence  of  the  death  or 
removal  of  a  majority  of  our  colleagues,  we  applied  for  the  appointment  of 
additional  trustees. 

"  At  this  moment,  some  of  the  Dissenters  in  your  town  petitioned  to  have 
their  names,  or  those  of  some  of  their  body  inserted,  in  lieu  of  some  of  those  we 
had  named,  who,  in  accordance  with  the  intention  of  the  trust,  were  members  of 
the  Church  of  England.    They  put  their  cause  into  the  hands  of  the  Attorney- 
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General,  wko,  through  Mr.  Fearon,  a  solicitor  *  in  London,  tried  to  induce  your 
trustees  to  make  some  compromise,  which  we  could  not  entertain  without 
betraying  our  sacred  trust,  and  lessening,  if  not  endangering  altogether,  the 
religious  teaching  in  the  school,  and  violating  the  evident  intention  of  its  pious 
founder,  that  the  scholars  should  be  instructed  in  the  pure  doctrines  of  the 
Church  of  England. 

"It  is  clear  that  your  trustees,  as  honourable  and  faithful  men,  could  only 
treat  this  with  determined  opposition,  having  first  reasoned  with  their  opponents 
on  the  impropriety  of  incurring  fruitless  expense — an  expense  which  would  fall 
on  the  funds  of  the  charity,  and  which  might  cripple  its  usefulness  for  some 
years. 

"The  result,  I  am  thankful  to  tell  you,  has  most  completely  vindicated  the 
course  the  trustees  have  taken.  The  cause  was  heard  by  the  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  on  Tuesday  last,  2 1th  November,  having  been  opened  by  a  long  speech 
from  the  Attorney-General ;  immediately  after  which  his  Honour,  interrupting 
our  coimsel,  (which  I  cannot  help  regretting,  as  I  am  well  aware  his  case  would 
have  been  most  valuable  to  the  public  at  large,  could  it  have  been  delivered), 
said,  '  I  consider  it  a  Church  of  England  School.  Sitting  here  as  a  judge,  I  have 
no  power  or  jurisdiction  to  alter  the  trusts  of  a  charity,  and  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  of  this  being  a  Church  of  England  charity,  for  Church  of 
England  purposes,  and  so  with  relation  to  that  charity  I  am  bound  to  appoint 
trustees  who  are  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  leave  them  to  frame 
such  regulations  as  they  think  fit  for  that  purpose/ 

"This  settled  the  question  as  regards  the  Grammar  School — settled  it  you 
will  observe,  without  our  counsel  being  called  upon  to  enter  upon  his  case. 

"  You  will,  I  am  sure,  understand  that  Dissenters'  children  are  not  refused 
admission  to  the  school.  They  must,  however,  if  they  avail  themselves  of  the 
privileges  it  offers  to  them,  be  taught  what  that  school  was  principally  founded 
to  teach  them,  and  what  I  am  glad  to  say  many  parents,  though  Dissenters,  have 
been  thankful  their  children  should  be  taught  in  the  school.  I  trust  it  may 
always  be  so,  until,  by  God's  mercy,  every  Nonconformist  shall  be  as  willing  to 
return  into  communion  with  us  as  we  shall  always  be  to  receive  them. 

"  Now  comes  the  question  of  the  other  trusts,  which  are  numerous,  and  in 
which,  though  not  of  the  same  vital  importance  as  the  school,  many  oi  you  are 
more  interested.  When  we  explained  to  our  opponents  that  it  was  impossible 
for  us  to  yield  to  their  wishes  in  the  slightest  degree  with  regard  to  the  school, 
they  certainly  led  us  to  understand,  that  an  adverse  decision  with  regard  to  the 
Grammar  School  would  decide  the  whole  question :  great  was  my  surprise  there- 
fore, to  find  the  Attorney-General  instructed  to  seek  for  different  trustees  to  be 
appointed  for  these  charities,  thereby  causing  us  considerable  additional  expense. 

*  Mr.  Fearon  is  the  regularly  appointed  person  to  officially  receive  Buch 
petitions  and  watch  their  progress  on  behalf  of  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
therefore,  this  remark  was  not  &ir  towards  him  or  the  petitioners. 
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I  give  you  my  honour  that  these  chanties  have  been  given  liberally,  and  some- 
times, in  my  opinion,  too  indiscriminately  to  others  as  well  as  to  members  of  the 
Church  of  England.  Since,  therefore,  they  have  been  thus  dispensed,  and  are 
owing  solely  to  the  bounty  of  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  I  cannot 
understand  either  the  need  or  the  justice  of  allowing  others  to  distribute  them ; 
and  I  believe  there  are  very  few  of  you  who  will  not  think  my  view  the  just 
and  honest  one.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I,  as  an  individual  trustee  (for  I  write 
on  my  own  responsibility),  will  never  consent  to  any  appointment  that  I  do  not 
believe  would  have  been  sanctioned  by  those  excellent  persons  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  these  charities. 

"I  am  at  loss,  at  present,  to  say  what  will  be  the  cost  of  these  proceedings, 
but  can  assure  yon,  the  trustees  have  done  all  in  their  power  to  make  it  as  light 
as  possible,  and  will  do  so  with  regard  to  the  future,  if,  which  they  trust  may  not 
be  the  case,  the  opponents  still  press  any  further  proceedings.    I  beg  to  subscribe 

myself,  your  faithful  friend, 

"THOMAS  SALT,  Chairman  of  the  Trustees. 

"StafiTord,  December  1st,  1857." 

Consequent  upon  the  above  judgment  of  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  a  new  scheme  was  drawn  up  and  sanctioned^  dated  22nd 
June,  1858,  and  new  bye-laws  were  added.  The  statutes  pro- 
vide that  the  trustees  be  seventeen  Church  of  England  men,  to 
give  up  office  by  notice,  or  upon  leaving  the  estabhshed  church, 
or  by  absence  of  two  years  firom  trustee  meetings.  When  re- 
duced in  number  to  eight,  new  trustees  (nine)  to  be  elected, 
with  sanction  of  Court  of  Chancery,  and  consent  of  the 
attorney-general.  Meetings,  first  Tuesdays  in  February  and 
August,  at  the  School-house ;  extra  meetings,  when  and  where 
they  may  choose.  Two  can  call  a  meeting  by  giving  other 
trustees  notice  eight  clear  days  before  of  the  special  business 
intended  to  be  moved.  Chairman  to  be  appointed  by  the  ma- 
jority of  votes.  Accounts  to  be  audited  at  the  February  meet- 
ings up  to  the  previous  Slst  December,  and  pubUshed  in  one  or 
more  Stafford  newspapers.  Treasurer  to  be  appointed  and 
dismissed  by  trustees— salary  at  their  discretion.  Cash  to  be 
placed  in  bank,  and  payments  by  cheque,  signed  by  two 
trustees,  or  one  trustee  aud  treasurer.  £25  per  annum,  at 
most,  to  be  laid  out  in  library  books,  and  in  purchase  and 
repairs  of  mathematical  and  philosophical  instruments.  &o. 

Head  and  Second  Masteb  to  be  members  of  the  established 
church,  and  g^raduates  of  one  of  the  universities — ^any  other 
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master  to  be  appointed  by  tlie  head  master,  if  approved  of  by 
the  trustees.  If  head  master  does  not  appoint  when  necessary, 
trustees  to  do  so.  The  masters  to  hold  no  other  ecclesiastic  or 
civil  office  without  consent  of  tnistees,  and  even  then  to  desist 
holding  after  three  months'  notice  from  trustees — non-consent 
to  cause  dismissal.  Masters  to  give  three  months'  notice  if 
desirous  of  resigning ;  no  salaries  to  be  paid  if  notice  be  not 
given.  Under  master's  office,  when  vacant,  to  be  held  void  if 
advisable. 

Scholars  to  be  educated  in  religion;  the  Greek,  Latin, 
French,  and  English  languages ;  and  all  the  branches  of  a  com- 
mercial, and  also  of  a  polite,  education.  To  be  seven  years  old, 
or  upwards ;  able  to  write  and  read  English,  and  uninfected  on 
admission.  No  boy  to  remain  after  being  eighteen  years  old, 
except  by  special  permission,  until  he  be  twenty*  Preference 
to  be  given  to  boys  residing  in  the  borough,  when  the  school 
is  full ;  application  for  admission  to  be  made  to  the  trustees, 
the  head  master,  or  treasurer,  and  the  boys  to  pay  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  shillings  per  quarter  capitation  fees. 

Boarders. — Master  and  under  master  may  keep  boarders, 
to  pay  the  same  school  fees  as  parishioners'  sons,  and  have  no 
preference.  Examinations  yearly,  by  graduates  of  the  Uuiver- 
sities,  to  be  paid  not  over  ten  guineas  for  their  trouble — prizes 
to  the  boys  not  to  exceed  lOZ.  per  annum.  Report  of  boys' 
progress,  &c.,  to  be  sent  to  all  the  boys'  parents  half-yearly. 
Boys  may  be  dismissed  by  the  master,  but  can  appeal  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield. 

Salaries. — Head  master,  100/.,  and  half  the  capitation 
fees ;  second  master,  70Z.,  and  one-quarter  of  capitation  fees — 
the  other  quarter  to  school  fund.  The  salaries  to  be  varied  by 
trustees  and  visiters,  and  paid  half-yearly.  No  other  than  the 
capitation  fees  to  be  paid  by  scholars  to  masters. 

Income  op  School  to  be  devoted  to  repairs  and  insurances 
of  aU  the  chantry  estate  buildings,  to  payment  of  rates  and 
taxes  on  such,  to  payment  of  the  treasurer,  masters,  assistants, 
and  examiners,  as  ordered ;  to  the  purchase  of  books,  instru- 
ments, &c.,  for  library  and  school  uses,  and  surplus  to  remain 
as  a  reserved   fund  for  repairs,  building,  &c.,  Ac,  on  trust 
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estates,  subject  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  as  to  its  order  in 
otherwise  disposing  of  the  reserved  fund. 

It  may  be  well  to  mention  here  that  the  body  of  statutes  of 
1843,  diflFer  from  the  present  scheme  in  the  following  par- 
ticulars : — There  were  to  be  three  masters ;  the  children  living 
in  the  old  borough  of  Stafford  were  to  be  taught  free,  as  here- 
tofore ;  additional  scholars  were  to  pay  a  fee,  but  not  to  the 
thrusting  out  of  the  free  scholars  thereby ;  the  boarders  were 
to  pay  no  school  fees,  and  not  to  be  so  numerous  as  to  prejudice 
the  education  of  the  free  scholars ;  the  masters  were  not  to  be 
chosen  exclusively  from  those  in  holy  orders,  but  if  of  equal 
merit  with  graduates,  they  were  to  be  preferred ;  the  second 
master,  if  of  five  years'  standing,  on  a  vacancy  of  the  head- 
mastership,  to  be  elected  head  master;  the  boys  were  admitted 
if  they  could  read  fluently. 

It  appears  that  the  late  scheme  is  very  prejudicial  to  the 
free  scholars  in  forcing  them  to  pay  a  quarterly  fee,  and  in 
excluding  laymen  from  the  chance  of  becoming  masters  in  the 
school.  The  funds  of  the  school  must  have  increased  much  in 
the  last  half  century,  and  surely  under  such  an  increase  no  fee 
should  be  fixed  on  the  firee  boys.  As  to  excluding  laymen  from 
the  masterships,  many  of  the  highest  authorities  (even  at 
Oxford)  are  of  opinion  that  the  clerical  ojflice  unfits  a  man  for 
being  a  good  schoolmaster — that  the  two  oJEces  are,  in  fact, 
incompatible.  Not  that  but  a  clergyman  may  happen  to  make 
a  good  schoolmaster  or  tutor  at  college,  where  youths  are 
being  trained  for  the  pulpit,  and  parochial  duties,  but  to  give 
them  the  exclusive  privilege  of  becoming  head  and  second 
masters  in  schools  filled  with  boys  who  are  destined  for  labor, 
trade,  commerce,  or  the  arts  and  sciences,  is  contrary  not 
only  to  common  sense,  but  to  true  wisdom  and  equity. 

Would  it  not  be  more  judicious  that  boys  in  large  commercial 
towns  should  be  taught  by  well  educated  laymen  ?  Would 
not  their  future  success  be  better  founded — ^would  not  their 
parent's  plans  fall  more  in  with  the  scope  of  a  commercial 
than  a  strictly  classiccd  education  ?  There  are  but  few  clerical 
offices  (comparatively  speaking)  to  be  filled,  whilst  there  are 
many  thousands  of  commercial  ones — therefore  let  the  free 
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schools  be  chiefly  devoted  to  the  studies  pointing  to  commercial 
and  agricultural  duties.  Latin,  and  French,  and  Dutch,  might 
form  a  part,  if  required,  but  let  Greek  and  Hebrew  be  taught 
alone  at  the  Universities. 

Of  course  these  proceedings  caused  a  good  deal  of  ill  feeKng 
in  the  town,  only  tending  to  help  forward  the  wide-spreading 
conviction  that  all  honourable  inhabitants,  be  their  religious 
tenets  what  they  may,  should  have  the  government  of  such  en- 
dowments in  their  hands,  equally  with  the  gentlemen  who  may 
attend  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England ;  and  it  is  ques- 
tionable if  a  great  majority  of  such  would  not  be  pleased  to  see 
their  non-conforming  fellow-townsmen  relieved  of  such  invidi- 
ous, if  not  contemptible  distinctions. 

The  school,  thus  remodelled,  was  conducted  by  the  appointed 
masters  in  peace,  until  the  beginning  of  this  year  (1 859),  when 
the  trustees  sought  to  relieve  the  Head  Master  of  his  duties,  and 
to  g^nt  him  a  retiring  pension.  Upon  this  being  known, 
a  counter  petition  was  signed  by  seventy  inhabitants,  and 
forwarded  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  on  the  28th  February, 
viz. : — 

Copy  ov  Memobial. 

"To  the  Right  Ilonble.  the  Board   qf   Charity   Commisioners  for   England 

and  Wales, 
"My  Lords  and  Gentlemen. 

"  We,  the  nndersigned  memorialists,  burgesses,  ratepayers,  and  inhabitants 
of  the  Borough  of  Stafford,  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  the  consideration  of 
your  honble.  board,  the  following  circumstances,  affecting  as  they  do  the  welfare 
of  one  of  the  principal  charities  of  this  borough.  It  has  been  represented  to  us — 
and  Vre  have  every  reason  to  belive  it  to  be  the  fact— that  the  present  trustees  of 
the  charities  of  this  borough,  have  applied  to  your  honourable  board  for  per- 
mission to  grant,  out  of  the  limited  revenues  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of 
King  Edward  YI.,  of  this  town,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds,  or  some  other  such  sum 
per  annum,  as  a  life  annuity  or  pension  to  the  Rev.  George  Norman,  present 
head  master  of  the  school,  on  his  contemplated  retirement  from  his  said  office. 

"From  our  personal  knowledge  of  the  extremely  neglectful  and  notoriously 
inattentive  manner  in  which  the  head  master  of  that  school  has  for  many  years 
past  discharged  his  duties  (of  which  fact  no  persona  are  or  ought  to  be  more 
fully  cognisant  than  the  trustees  of  the  said  school),  we  beg  to  express  our  great 
astonishment  and  regret  that  the  trustees  should  for  one  moment  have  contem- 
plated perpetrating  any  such  an  act  of  injustice  to  the  funds  confided  to  their 
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care ;  and  we  humbly  submit  to  your  honble.  board,  that  if  justice  were  done  in 
this  matter,  instead  of  the  present  head-master  receiying  any  such  pension  or 
annuity,  he  ought,  for  the  reasons  before-mentioned,  to  haye  been  relieved  from 
the  duties  of  his  office  long  ago. 

"From  the  foregoing  allegations,  which  can  be  easily  and  indisputably 
proved ;  and  from  the  fact  of  the  trustees  having  neglected  to  appoint  a  second 
master  of  the  school,  since  the  retirement  of  the  Rev.  S.  Gilson,  several  years 
ago  (whereby  the  usefulness  of  the  school  has  been  greatly  impaired),  we 
consider  that  any  such  application  ought  not  to  be  granted;  and  we  most 
earnestly  and  sincerely  implore  your  honble.  board  to  withhold  your  sanction  to 
any  such  a  proposition,  until  a  full  and  searching  investigation  has  been  made 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  head-master  and  trustees  have  respectively  dis- 
charged the  duties  appertaining  to  them  in  connexion  with  the  said  school" 

The  receipt  of  this  petition  induced  the  Commissioners  to 
appoint  an  Inspector  to  visit  Stafford,  and  the  proceedings 
appeared  as  follows  in  the  Staffordshire  Advertiser. 


INQUIRY  INTO  THE  STAFFORD  CHARITIES. 

On  Thursday,  June  23,  Fras.  OflBey  Martin,  Esq.,  Inspector 
of  Charities,  under  the  authority  of  the  Charity  Commissioners 
for  England  and  Wales,  attended  at  the  Guildhall,  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  Endowed  Charities  of  the  borough 
of  Stafford,  and  more  particularly  in  respect  to  the  Free  Gram- 
mar School,  and  the  conduct  of  the  present  head  master  of  such 
school,  the  Rev.  George  Norman.  Amongst  those  present 
were  the  following  charity  trustees: — T.  Salt,  Esq.,  T.  Salt, 
Esq,  jun.,  M.P.;  Dr.  Knight,  Dr.  Harland,  Rev.  W.  Webb, 
and  Messrs.  T.  Turner,  J.  Griffin,  J.  Morgan,  W.  Wright,  find 
H.  Bruce.  There  were  also  present  the  Rev.  G.  Swann,  and 
Messrs.  J.  Ginders,  W.  Jones,  J.  Shallcross,  0.  Wright,  J. 
Kelsall,  and  R,  Batkin,  and  about  sixty  other  burgesses. 
During  a  portion  of  the  proceedings  Major  Fulford,  Captain 
Whitby,  R.  W.  Hand,  Esq.  (trustee),  and  G.  Spilsbury,  Esq., 
were  in  attendance.  The  present  inquiry  was  instituted  in 
pursuance  of  a  memorial  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Charity 
Commissioners,  signed  by  seventy  respectable  inhabitants  of 
Stafford,  praying  them  not  to  grant  an  application  for  devoting 
a  portion  of  the  charities  of  the  borough  towards  a  pension  c^ 
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£50  to  the  head  master  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  Free 
Grammar  School,  made  by  the  charity  trustees.  The  Inspector, 
in  opening  the  proceedings,  gave  the  meeting  an  account, 
epitomised  from  the  statutes,  of  the  charities  of  the  borough 
of  Stafford. 

The  Inspector  then  made  a  few  remarks  on  charities  in  general.  He 
said  tliey  were  left  in  trust  for  the  poor,  and  for  their  use  they  should  be 
religiously  preserved,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  charity  was 
the  property  of  any  particular  person  until  it  was  assigned  to  him.  In 
the  olden  time,  when  the  majority  of  tlic  charities  were  created,  the  wants 
of  the  poor  were  of  a  very  dilTcrent  nature  to  what  they  were  now,  and  the 
Commissioners  were  anxious  to  have  these  charities  so  adiniiiistcred  as  to  increase 
their  benefit,  and  make  them  more  useful  to  the  poor,  with  the  consent  of  all 
parties.  It  was  a  vastly  easy  thing  to  raise  a  dispute  and  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery  to  settle  it.  The  charity  would  come  out  wonderfully  lessened,  for,  as 
Mr.  Jacob,  an  eminent  chancery  barmter,  used  to  say,  "  the  Court  of  Chancery 
is  a  grand  institution  for  grinding  all  the  property  of  the  country  into  costs."  In 
many  places  the  effect  of  the  gifts  of  money  and  bread  were  apt  to  do  mischief 
rather  than  good ;  they  corrupted  and  destroyed  the  self-dependent  spirit  of  a 
man,  and  increased  pauperism.  The  real  object  of  those  charities  was  to  help 
honest  and  industrious  poor  men  in  time  of  need,  so  as  to  prevent  them  applying 
to  the  poorhouse — an  intention  the  very  opposite  of  the  real  effect.  He  knew 
well  from  his  own  experience  that  the  recipients  of  these  bounties  gradually 
contracted  the  habit  of  seeking  for  them  and  depending  upon  them.  In  some 
places  where  the  charities  were  very  rich,  a  large  number  of  people  lived  entirely 
upon  them.  If  by  a  better  system  of  administermg  the  charities  the  poor  man 
was  not  only  assisted  in  his  industrious  efforts  to  maintain  himself,  but  means 
were  given  him  of  raising  hunself  in  the  social  scale — not  that  they  should  all  be 
lords  and  dukes,  but  a  man  should  endeavour  to  leave  his  children  better  off, 
especially  as  regards  education — charities  which  assisted  the  poor  in  these  objects 
coidd  not  but  work  great  good.  In  many  places  the  charities  were  miserably 
used  or  misappropriated.  In  a  corporate  town,  not  100  miles  from  Stafford,  there 
existed  a  charity  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  and  25  years  ago  the  corporation  used 
regularly  to  eat  the  whole  of  the  funds  at  a  public  dinner,  to  the  end,  he  presumed, 
that  sick  people  might  not  be  wanting.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  origin  and 
history  of  the  charities  of  Stafford,  and  he  was  now  present  to  enquire  into  their 
administration,  of  which  he  had  heard  some  blame.  He  understood  there  were 
complaint^  as  to  the  Free  Grammar  Scnool.  [A  voice :  "  How  can  it  be  free  when 
we  pay  ?"]  He  would  remind  that  speaker  that  education  for  which  nothing  was 
paid  was  worth  nothing;  the  master  would  not  only  have  no  inducement  to 
increase  the  scholars  by  effective  teaching,  but  the  fewer  the  scholars  he  had  the 
better  for  him,  since  he  would  be  paid  just  the  same.  One  of  the  best  endowed 
schools  he  had  visited  was  that  of  Whitford,  in  Flintshire ;  there  nearly  all  the 
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inoome  arose  firom  capitation  fees,  and  the  school  was  crowded,  boys  coming  from 
forty  miles  round  to  attend  it.  In  answer  to  varioas  inquiries  respecting  alleged 
inattention  hy  the  head  master  of  the  school  here,  the  Inspector  read  the  regula- 
tions of  the  school  settled  in  1843 ;  also  the  rules  under  the  new  scheme,  approved 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery  22nd  June,  1858.  The  head  master  held  his  situation 
under  the  charter  before  either  of  these  laws  were  made,  and  as  regarded  his  right 
of  occupation  he  was  independent  of  them,  being  no  party  to  them.  The  trustees 
were  substituted  for  the  burgesses,  under  the  powers  of  the  Municipal  Act.  In 
answer  to  Mr.  Jones,  the  Inspector  said  he  would  read  over  the  late  judgment  of 
the  Lord  Chancellor  respecting  the  appointment  of  directors  as  trustees,  and 
acquaint  them  how  far  it  affected  this  case. 

Mr.  Shallcross  complained  that  it  was  only  that  morning  that  the  Ust  of  new 
trustees  had  been  published. 

A  Burgess.— And  why  does  not  Salt  let  the  reports  appear? 

The  Inspector  reminded  the  speaker  that  the  investigation  must  be  conducted 
in  an  orderly  manner,  not  like  a  buU-bait. 

Mr.  Salt  explained  that  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  was  published  in  the 
Staffordshire  Advertiser  on  the  19th  of  March  last.  It  was  delayed  so  long  in 
the  hope  that  the  taxed  costs  of  the  late  action  might  have  been  included. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  the  accounts  had  never  before  been  publLshed,  and  the 
trustees  had  refused  to  let  him  see  a  balance  sheet. 

A  Burgess  asked  the  amount  of  the  capitation  fee  P 

The  Inspector  said,  by  the  rules  it  was  not  to  exceed  30s.  per  quarter.  It  was 
now  15s.,  or  one-half.  He  would  suggest  to  them  here  whether  they  might  not 
make  exhibitions  of  some  of  the  smaller  charities,  by  which  boys  who  exerted 
themselves  in  the  National  and  other  lower  schools  might  obtain  a  chance  of  a 
free  education  in  the  Gnunmar  School.  The  exhibition  would  be  a  kind  of  prize, 
and  would  stimulate  the  energies  of  the  whole  schooL  In  some  schools,  boys 
received  an  excellent  classical  education,  who  had  afterwards  to  work  as  day 
labourers  for  their  living;  this  was  an  evil,  and,  therefore,  in  many  towns,  and 
perhaps  it  might  be  so  in  Stafford,  a  middle-dass  education  would  be  more  useful. 

Mr.  Kelsall  complained  that  at  the  Grammar  School  the  boys  had  now  to  pay 
for  their  pens,  ink,  and  copybooks,  and  that  at  a  higher  price  than  they  might  be 
obtained  in  the  shops. 

Mr.  GrifiBn  remarked  that  the  funds  of  the  charity  had  fallen  off,  owing  to  the 
land  beiDg  let  at  £A  instead  of  £6  an  acre. 

Mr.  Salt  said  that  since  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  the  lands  had  been 
gone  over  by  a  surveyor;  he  had  made  his  report,  but  had  not  yet  prepared  his 
rental  or  valuation. 

Mr.  Shalloroea  (who  was  elected  by  the  Inspector  as  the  "burgesses'  mouth- 
piece" )  called  the  Inspector's  attention  to  Isaac  Walton's  charity.  The  Half-head 
Earm,  which  used  to  be  let  on  a  long  lease  at  £86  lOs.  per  annum,  was  now  let  to 
Mr.  Ward  at  £47.  Allowing  for  a  portion  of  land  which  had  been  sold  to  the 
railway  company  (the  dividend  on  which  was  about  £7)  there  was  a  loss  to  the 
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charity  fund  of  £30.  This  sum,  if  spent  according  to  the  expressed  wish  of  the 
donor,  would  buy  £40  worth  of  coal  for  the  poor.  The  last  lessee  was  charged 
£144  10s.  for  dilapidations.  The  lease  was  dated  1808,  for  26  years,  and  fell  in 
in  1834. 

Mr.  Salt  said  Mr.  Ward  was  the  only  person  they  could  get  to  take  the  land, 
owing  to  there  being  no  buiklings.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Ward's 
conduct,  and  lus  tenantcy  would,  he  thought,  soon  terniiuate.  The  land,  however, 
could  not  be  expected  to  let  at  a  higher  rental  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
tnistees  were  remiss  in  not  executing  a  nc\T  lease  with  Ward,  who  now  declared 
that  he  was  not  bound  by  the  terms  of  the  old  lease. 

Mr.  Shallcross  next  complained  of  considerable  balances  remaining  in  the 
treasurer's  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year.  After  a  long  discussion  it  appeared, 
from  the  statements  of  the  trustees,  that  this  balance  was  always  expended  for 
coals,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  charity,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ensuing  year, 
to  be  paid  for  abont  April,  while  the  rents  came  in  in  July  and  December.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion, 

Mr.  Salt  stated  that  Mr.  Weaver,  the  clerk  employed  and  paid  £15  15s.,  waa 
now  dead,  and  the  duties  were  discharged  by  one  of  his  own  clerks ;  no  salary 
was  charged  for  his  services,  and  probably  never  would  be.  The  trustees  had 
lately  been  saving,  so  as  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  late  action.  From  a  letter  it 
appeared  that,  after  taxation,  they  were  £387  7s.  4d. 

Mr.  Jones  and  several  of  the  burgesses  expressed  their  extreme  dissatisfaction 
at  so  large  a  sum  being  spent  about  the  appointment  of  trustees,  which  might 
have  been  amicably  settled  if  the  trustees  had  consulted  the  feeling  of  the  town, 
and  put  gentlemen  on  the  list  who  differed  from  them  in  religious  and  eoclesias* 
tical  opinions. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  ill-feeling  as  to  the  hole-and- 
corner  work  in  the  distribution  of  the  charities;  they  should  be  distributed 
at  the  Guildhall,  he  thought,  not  at  the  treasurer's  bank. 

The  Inspector  said  he  would  uivestigate  all  their  complaints  in  his  own  way. 
He  wanted  them  to  get  rid  of  such  modes  of  distributing  charities  as  were 
mischievous — for  instance,  giving  a  man  money  to  go  to  church,  the  effect  of 
which  was  not  to  make  him  a  Christian,  but  a  hypocrite.  The  wish  of  the  testa- 
tor should  not  be  always  too  strictly  regarded.  Centuries  ago  it  was  thought  that 
the  best  way  to  treat  scarlet  fever  would  be  to  shut  up  a  man  in  a  room  painted 
red,  vrith  red  curtains  and  bed  clothes,  so  that  he  should  see  nothing  but  red  rays. 
Now,  a  benevolent  man  who  had  lost  his  wife  or  children  by  this  disease  might 
bequeath  a  sum  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  those  afflicted  with  the  scarlet  fever 
with  scarlet  rooms.  In  such  a  case  it  would  be  no  infraction  of  the  spirit  of  the 
bequest  to  violate  the  letter  by  applying  the  money  to  the  cure  discovered  by 
modem  science.  The  Inspector  hdd  the  explanation  about  the  balance  on  Isaac 
Walton's  charity  to  be  satisfactory ;  the  only  point  unfavourable  to  the  trustees 
was  that  the  clerk's  salary  of  £15  15s.  was  very  much  out  of  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  charity. 


INQUIBY    INTO   THE    STAFPOED   CHABITIBS.  71 

Mr.  Shallcross  thought  no  balance  whatever  should  be  left  in  the  treasurer's 
hands.  In  answer  to  the  Inspector,  he  said  the  tenant  did  the  repairs  of  the 
premises. 

Mr.  Morgan  remarked  that  they  were  in  a  runious  state. 

Mr.  Shallcross  then  referred  to  Sutton's  Charity.  He  found  by  the  accounts 
for  1844-7  that  during  that  time  12  nobles,  equal  to  £16,  were  unpaid.  One  noble 
due  in  1846,  was  paid  in  1854,  seven  years  afterwards. 

Mr.  Salt  said  that  for  two  or  three  years  there  were  no  nobles. 

Mr.  Shallcross  also  objected  to  a  trustee  acting  as  treasurer,  without  meaning 
any  disrepect  to  Mr.  Salt. 

The  Inspector  said  there  was  nothing  in  the  statute  about  it. 

Mr.  J.  Slinn  said  that  at  the  school  objections  were  made  to  Dissenters. 

The  Inspector  stated  that  the  master  must  be  a  Churchman,  but  not  of 
necessity  the  scholars. 

A  Burgess.— They  must  without  exception,  and  within  the  last  few  years  the 
parents  had  been  obliged  to  pay  7s.  6d.  for  the  ugliest  hat  there  ever  was  in  the 
world. 

The  Inspector  thought  it  did  not  so  much  matter  what  they  put  on  the  head 
as  what  they  put  inside. 

Mr.  Morgan  said  the  children  were  not  obliged  to  go  to  church. 

Mr.  Follows  also  complained  that  in  distributing  the  £5  portions  left  by  Isaac 
Walton,  invidious  distinctions  were  made  between  Churchmen  and  Dissenters. 

Mr.  Salt  and  Mr.  GrifSn  said  the  trustees  made  no  difference.  The  only  con- 
ditions were  length  of  service  and  good  character. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  observed  that  too  much  holiday  was  given  at  the  Grammar 
School— six  weeks  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas,  two  at  Whitsuntide  and  Easter, 
Saint-days  and  other  days. 

Mr.  Stanton  said  his  boy  had  been  suspended  by  the  master  for  six  months  for 
accidentally  breaking  a  window  out  of  school  hours,  and  another  of  his  sons  had 
been  suspended  for  three  months  for  striking  a  boy. 

Mr.  Shallcross  then  proceeded  to  state  the  substance  of  the  complaints 
against  the  head  master  of  the  Grammar  School.  He  continually  neglected  his 
duty,  being  in  the  habit  of  arriving  at  the  school  between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock,  and  leaving  about  three.  He  was  also  in  the  habit  of  sending  the  boys 
out  for  intoxicating  drinks.  In  consequence  of  this,  the  inhabitants  of  Stafford 
were  anxious  to  remove  him,  but  were  unable  to  do  so.  The  trustees  proposed 
to  give  him  a  retiring  pension,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  (Mr.  Shallcross), 
forwarded  a  petition  to  the  Charity  Commissioners,  signed  by  70  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, against  the  application  of  the  funds  of  the  charities  for  that  purpose,  as 
they  considered  he  was  not  worthy,  (Mr.  Shallcross  read  a  copy  of  the 
memorial.)  At  a  conversation  which  he  had  with  "Mx,  Salt  on  June  10th,  Mr. 
Salt  told  him  that  the  trustees  were  applying  to  the  commissioners  to  grant  a 
pension  to  Mr.  Norman,  but  that  he  could  not  himself  conscientiously  recom- 
mend  him.       Subsequently,  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Salt  had  supported  the 
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petition ;  bat  when  he  asked  him  respecting  it,  Mr.  Salt  refused  to  answer. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  some  difficulty  existed  about  removing  Mr. 
Norman,  as  he  was  not  affected  by  the  modem  scheme.  Both  parties  were 
anxious,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  to  get  rid  of  him;  the  trustees  were 
ready  to  offer  him  a  retiring  pension,  the  others  considered  he  did  not  merit  a 
pension. 

Mr.  Salt  said  the  trustees  were  agreed  as  to  the  desirability  of  Mr.  Norman's 
removal,  the  only  question  was  one  of  pension,  or  in  other  words,  paying  a 
compensation  to  get  rid  of  him. 

Mr.  Morgan  observed  that  the  Bishop  so  advised. 

Some  of  the  witnesses  in  proof  of  the  charges  were  now  ready,  and  the 
messengers  sent  for  Mr.  Norman  not  being  able  to  find  him,  the  evidence  was 
proceeded  with,  de  bene  esse. 

Wm.  Whale,  aged  twelve,  said  he  had  been  in  the  grammar  schoool  nearly 
two  years ;  he  left  at  Christmas,  1858.  During  that  time  the  head  master  was  in 
the  habit  of  arriving  between  eleven  and  twelve,  and  left  between  three  and  four, 
except  on  Friday,  when  he  stayed  an  hour  longer  to  hear  the  catechism,  when 
Mr.  Duke,  the  English  master,  went.  Mr.  Norman  frequently  sent  witness  and 
other  boys  out  for  wine ;  the  bottle  was  covered  over  with  paper.  Mr.  Norman 
used  often  to  sit  drinking  at  his  desk,  but  he  had  never  seen  him  intoxicated. 

George  Stanton,  another  scholar,  and  a  noble,  aged  twelve,  said  he  had  been 
at  the  school  Z\  years,  and  he  gave  evidence  similar  to  that  of  Whale. 

Mr.  Hand  stated  that  the  trustees  had  never  heard  any  specific  charges  against 
Mr.  Norman.  He  was  in  favour  of  a  pension.  Mr.  Norman  had  been  head  mas- 
ter of  the  school  for  thirty  years. 

The  Inspector  said  that  it  might  be  considered  advisable  to  pension  Mr.  Nor- 
man, not  as  a  reward  for  services  given,  but  as  a  compensation  on  giving  up  what 
might  be  called  his  freehold  rights,  in  order  that  the  town  and  school  might  have 
the  benefit  of  a  new  master  and  an  energetic  system  of  management. 

The  Bev.  G.  Norman  was  then  examined  as  to  his  age,  residence,  and  the  ge- 
neral condition  and  rules  of  the  school.    He  was  appointed  in  1856. 

Mr.  Pred.  Duke  was  also  examined  in  similar  particulars. 

The  Rev.  G.  Swann  and  Mr.  Jones  spoke  in  favour  of  the  school  being  founded 
on  a  more  liberal  basis.  Now,  according  to  the  rules,  or  at  all  events,  the  cus- 
toms of  the  school,  the  children  of  Dissenters,  if  admitted,  were  obliged  to  learn 
the  Church  catechism  and  attend  church. 

The  inquiry  was  then  adjourned  until  the  next  morning  at  10  o'clock.  The 
attendance  was  not  so  numerous  as  on  the  previous  day.  The  Bev.  G.  Norman 
was  accompanied  by  Mr.  Passman  as  his  professional  adviser. 

The  Inspector  stated  how  the  case  stood  with  respect  to  Mr.  Norman,  and 
read  over  the  evidence  given  yesterday.  Since  then,  the  Inspector  said,  he  had 
examined  the  minutes  of  the  meetings  of  the  trustees.  In  1843  the  trustees 
received  a  deputation  from  the  meeting  of  the  inhabitants,  complaining  of  the 
inefficient  state  of  the  school,  the  result  of  which  was  that  new  itatutes  were  con- 
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stitated.  The  masters  refused  to  abide  by  the  new  roles,  and  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  In  the  following  year,  the  second  master  retired 
on  a  pension  of  £50,  and  a  new  one  was  appointed.  Yarioos  other  meetings  were 
held,  with  a  view  to  remodel  and  rebnild  the  school.  Under  the  22nd  section  of 
the  Charitable  Trusts  act,  the  Commissioners  could  remove  the  head  master  with 
or  without  a  pension,  the  granting  or  refusing  of  which  wonld  depend  upon  the 
oircumstanoes  of  the  case.  The  evidence  on  the  case  was  now  to  be  considered. 
The  charge  against  Mr.  Norman  consisted  of  two  parts^-habitnal  neglect  and 
intoxication. 

Mr.  Hand  said  that  if  these  grave  charges  (of  which  the  trustees  had  not  pre- 
vionsiy  heard)  were  brought  and  not  proved,  the  trustees  would  regard  Mr.  Nor- 
man's case  mnch  more  favonrably. 

Mr.  Jones  suggested  whether  a  suitable  compromise  might  not  be  effected. 

Mr.  Hand  said  that  if  the  charge  of  drunkenness  were  made,  the  trustees 
wished  an  investigation. 

Mr.  Passman  said  that  he  courted  inquiry. 

Mr.  Shallcross,  on  behalf  of  the  memorialists,  fdt  no  doubt  that  the  charges 
could  be  fully  substantiated,  and  in  justice  to  themselves  the  charges  ought  to  be 
heard. 

The  foUowing  evidence  was  then  given  :— 

Josiah  Peaceful,  aged  14;,  a  noble  at  the  Grammar  School  for  one  year  and  a 
half,  corroborated  the  statements  of  the  two  boys  heard  on  Thursday.  He  some- 
times fetched  whiskey,  but  he  never  saw  Mr.  Norman  drink.  ;He  had  seen  him 
drunk  once  in  the  school,  once  when  at  school.  He  could  hardly  stand ;  it  was 
about  six  o'clock  on  a  Friday,  not  long  after  the  summer  holidays.  The  day  was 
a  holiday.  Handoock  and  Corfield  were  present.  The  feast  consisted  of  cake  and 
wine.    Mr.  Norman  came  only  three  days  a  week. 

Henry  Dawson,  15,  was  a  scholar  at  the  school  four  years ;  left  three  and  a 
half  years  ago.  Mr.  Norman  missed  two  or  three  days  a  week.  Had  seen  him 
drinking  in  the  dinner  time ;  never  saw  him  drunk.  He  recollected  three  feasts, 
all  about  Christmas ;  Peaceful  was  at  one  of  them. 

Richard  Corfield,  17,  was  a  noble  at  the  Qrammar  School  when  Peaceful  was 
there.  He  reooUected  two  feasts  at  Christmas.  On  one  occasion  he  was  left  in 
the  schoolroom  with  Peaceful,  Robert  Evans,  Goodwin,  and  Wood.  Mr.  Norman 
was  then  writing  at  his  desk.  Witness  helped  to  give  the  wine  out.  The  boys 
had  three  or  four  glasses  each,  so  had  the  masters.  Goodwin  got  tipsy,  and 
some  water  was  put  upon  him— no  one  else  was  tipsy.  Mr.  Norman  stayed 
away  once  now  and  then.  Had  fetched  wine,  which  Mr.  Norman's  boy  had  put  in 
a  basket  to  take  home.  Had  seen  him  drinking  when  he  was  having  his  lunch 
about  one  o'clock.    Never  saw  him  drunk. 

Henry  Handoock,  13,  was  at  the  feast  when  Goodwin  was  tipsy.  Never  saw 
Mr.  Norman  tipsy.  Mr.  Norman  generally  used  to  miss  Wednesday.  Left 
school  last  Midsummer. 

The  boys  Whale  and  Stanton  were  again  had  up,  and  repeated  their  evidence. 
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The  last-named  was  at  the  feast  when  Goodwin  was  drunk.  Mr.  Norman  was 
present,  but  was  not  drunk. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  Peaceful  was  the  only  boy  who  had  spoken  to 
drunkenness,  and  the  others  contradicted  him.  All  agreed  that  Mr.  Norman  sent 
for  liquors,  and  drank  of  them  in  the  school ;  abo  that  he  came  late,  and  some- 
times absented  himself. 

Mr.  F.  Duke,  English  master,  said  he  could  speak  to  Mr.  Norman's  attendance 
for  eight  or  nine  years.  During  the  first  three  years  he  arrived  at  the  school 
about  half-past  ten,  and  left  about  four.  He  was  there  at  two  o'clock,  but 
sometimes  went  out  for  an  hour  or  so.  The  school  was  opened  with  reading 
psalms  and  prayers,  which  for  four  or  five  years  had  been  read  by  himself  (Mr. 
Duke).  Mr.  Norman  sometimes  opened  school,  and  frequently  so  since  the  new 
scheme.  After  the  first  three  years  Mr.  Norman  gradually  fell  off  in  his  attend- 
ance to  eleven  or  twelve  o'clock.  Mr.  Norman  had  a  Latin  class ;  he  also  heard 
the  boys  read,  and  some  years  ago  gave  lessons  in  history  and  geography.  Should 
not  think  that  for  some  time  past  Mr.  Norman  had  spent  one  hour  a  day  in  school 
duties.  Mr.  Norman's  department  was  the  classical  department,  and  there  were 
not  enough  boys  to  employ  him  longer.  Mr.  Norman  took  his  luncheon  at  his 
desk,  where  he  had  seen  him  take  one  glass  of  wine.  Never  saw  him  drink  at 
any  other  time.  He  never  saw  Mr.  Norman  tipsy  at  any  time,  though  he  had 
heard  of  his  being  so  in  the  town. 

In  answer  to  a  question  put  by  Mr.  Shallcross,  Mr.  Duke  stated  that  Mr.  Salt 
and  the  vicar  had  visited  the  school,  and  Mr.  Salt  had  inquired  of  him  about  Mr. 
Norman's  attendance. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  here  remarked  that  according  to  the  rules  of  the  school  boys 
after  ten  were  obliged  to  learn  Latin,  and  after  fourteen  Greek ;  and  boys  had 
been  turned  out  who  refused  to  learn  Latin  and  Greek. 

Mr.  Duke  denied  this  latter  statement.  Some  few  boys  were  tradesmen's  sons, 
but  the  majority  consisted  of  mechanics'  sons.  Few  remained  long  enough  to 
learn  Latin. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  that  concluded  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  memorialists. 

Mr.  Jones  stated  that  the  general  feeling  of  the  town  was  that  a  middle  school 
would  be  much  more  useful  than  one  of  a  high  classical  character. 

John  Follows  was  examined  as  to  the  state  of  the  school  13  years  ago.  For 
three-quarters  of  a  year  it  was  shut  up. 

Mr.  Norman  said  the  school  was  never  shut  up  except  whilst  it  was  under 
repair,  or  during  the  holidays. 

George  Mather  spoke  to  the  very  efficient  state  of  the  sdiool  33  years  ago, 
when  he  was  a  noble  there.    The  teaching  was  then  free  and  unsectarian. 

The  Inspector  than  said  that  the  evidence  he  had  taken  would  be  laid  before 
the  Commissioners,  who  would  decide  upon  it,  and  all  parties  must  be  bound  by 
that  decision. 

Mr.  Hand  remarked  that,  though  friendly  to  the  new  scheme,  Mr.  Norman 
believed  that  he  was  only  obliged  to  give  a  classical  education.    Since  then,  how- 
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ereSr  he  had  attended  regularly.  The  master's  salary  was  very  much  less  under 
the  new  scheme. 

The  Inspector^  alludrng  to  the  admission  of  the  children  of  Dissenters  to  the 
grammar  school,  said  that  Coke  called  the  law  "the  perfection  of  wisdom." 
Whether  that  was  true  or  not,  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  a  very  liberal  man,  con- 
ceived that  he  was  bound  by  the  law  to  decree  that  this  was  a  church  schooL 
His  judgment  not  only  decided  that  point,  but  that  the  trustees,  with  the  consent 
of  the  Bishop,  were  at  liberty  to  make  their  own  regulations  as  to  the  boys 
admitted  being  church  boys,  and  as  to  the  Church  of  England  doctrines  being 
taught  there.  Originally  grammar  schools  were  only  for  the  teaching  of  lan- 
guages, but  this  restriction  was  in  many  cases  modified.  The  capitation  fees  were 
chiefly  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  paying  the  English  master. 

The  Rev.  G.  Swann  said  that  on  the  part  of  the  Dissenters  he  admitted  that 
the  Grammar  School  was  a  bona  fide  chnrch  school,  and  could  not  be  altered,  and 
that  they  had  no  right  to  complain.  At  the  same  time  they  would  be  glad,  for  the 
sake  of  the  town,  if  the  restrictions  could  be  lessened  so  as  to  admit  Dissenters' 
children,  without  compelling  them  to  go  to  church  and  learn  the  catechism. 

The  Inspector  observed  that  in  many  national  schools  the  conscience  clause 
was  taken  advantage  of ;  and  the  same  might  be  done  in  the  case  of  this  school 
with  the  consent  of  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Harper  urged  the  necessity  for  a  new  school. 

The  Inspector  said  Stafford  evidently  wanted  a  new  master  and  a  new  school* 

The  investigation  of  the  rest  of  the  charities  was  then  proceeded  with. 

In  Farmer  and  Crompton's  charity,  Mr.  Salt  observed  that  the  trustees  had 
no  desire  to  keep  the  distributions  under  this  charity  a  secret.  The  derk  who 
used  to  attend  to  this  matter  seldom  entered  the  proceedings  in  the  minute-book, 
and  for  himself  he  had  not  the  time  to  spare,  but  it  should  be  attended  to  for  the 
future.  As  to  the  Milwich  charity,  a  great  deal  of  trouble  was  experienced  in  the 
distribution,— The  Inspector  suggested  whether  it  might  be  bought  out  for  £20.— 
The  coal  was  given  to  the  poor  in  the  almshouses. 

In  Lady  Barbara  Crompton's  charity,  the  following  facts  were  elicited. 
The  £2  was  secured  by  the  Corporation.  The  apprentices  were  selected  by 
the  Board  from  twenty  or  thirty  candidates,  great  care  being  taken  in  the 
selection  of  the  master.  The  apprentice  was  not  looked  after  subsequently. 
The  cost  of  the  indenture  was  paid  by  the  trustees.  There  was  no  restriction 
of  the  gift  to  Church  people. 

Mr.  Shallcross  here  mentioned  that  he  hoped  to  receive  a  list  from  the  trustees 
of  lost  charities,  and  that  they  would  show  how  they  were  lost. 

A  Burgess  stated  that  two  apprentices  were  lately  taken  out  of  one  family. 

Another  Burgess  complained  that  one  father  had  two  of  his  own  sons 
apprenticed  to  him. 

The  maidens  were  also  selected  by  the  Bo«rd,  not  according  to  priority,  but 
according  to  the  value  of  the  daim. 
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Sutton's  gift  was  secured  by  the  Corporation.  A  Burgess  stated  that  amongst 
the  gifts  of  40s.,  one  was  given  to  Mrs.  Jennings,  of  Broad  eye,  who  sent  her 
servant  for  it.  There  was  no  direction  that  the  40s.  should  be  divided  into  forty 
parts.  The  money  was  given  to  the  same  persons  every  year.  When  a  death 
occurred  the  vacancy  was  filled  up  by  the  clerk  or  clergyman.  The  nobles,  who 
were  elected,  were  employed  to  sweep  the  school,  &c.  The  coal  was  distributed 
throughout  the  town  in  sections,  one  beginning  where  the  last  left  off.  Every 
householder  among  the  working  classes  was  called  on.  Some  refused  to  have  it, 
others  accepted  it.  Joseph  Griffiths,  who  delivered  the  coal,  said  that  he  had 
never  made  any  demand,  but  he  generally  received  Id.  on  each  lot,  which  was  the 
14th  part  of  a  cart  load,  called  a  ruck,  worth  about  Is.  He  was  also  paid  for 
delivery  by  the  trustees.  Many  received  it  who  did  not  need  it ;  but,  receiving  it 
for  so  many  years,  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  right.  The  coal  was  ordered  by  the 
trustees  in  boat  loads,  at  the  wholesale  price. 

In  Lovatt's  Charity  the  choice  was  delegated  to  the  clergyman  by  the  trustees. 

Startin's  Charity  was  secured  by  the  Corporation  property.  The  bread  was 
had  from  Mr.  Bolton;  the  recipients  went  into  the  church  after  service  every 
Sunday  morning.  There  was  sixteen  rolls,  value  Is.  Sometimes  there  were  only 
eight  or  ten  applicants,  and  they  then  had  two  or  three  rolls  each. 

Palmer's  two  houses  in  St.  Martin's-lane  had  been  changed  for  two  in  the 
Broad-eye,  occupied  by  Mrs.  Jennings  and  Mrs.  Smith,  two  widows.  A  burgess 
stated  that  the  former  had  a  house  at  the  Infant  School,  Forebridge,  rent  free, 
which  she  let.    Tbe  houses  were  in  good  repair. 

Four  houses  in  Eastgate-street.  The  houses  were  in  a  most  uninhabitable 
state.  Mrs.  Perkins,  Kichard  Newbold,  Bichard  Beardmore,  and  Mrs.  Beardmore 
were  the  present  occupiers. 

Simon  Fowleb's  Chaeitt.—A  Burgess  stated  that  the  money  was  given 
away  to  180  poor  widows,  in  sixpences,  on  two  fast  days— St.  Simon  and  St. 
Jude's,  at  St.  Mary's  Church.  More  than  the  number  usually  attended.  The 
rector  filled  up  the  vacancies.  Two  old  women  wore  old  fashioned  cloaks,  with 
"  S.  F."  on  them,  on  the  above  fast  days,  and  on  the  return  of  the  cloaks  they 
were  given  £1  each.  The  old  women  were  regular  attendants  at  church ;  they 
came  from  the  College.  There  were  four  women  who  had  the  cloaks,  two  and 
two  every  alternate  year,  for  their  lives. 

The  Almshouses.— The  almspeople  were  generally  selected  by  the  Board, 
sometimes  by  individuals.  It  was  a  Church  charity.  There  was  no  proper  fund 
for  repairing  the  houses.  The  almspeople  received  Is.  4d-  per  week ;  many  were 
in  receipt  of  parish  relief. 

The  following  charities— Chamberbun's  or  "Backhouses,"  Hall's.  Webb's,  Dr. 
Toombs',  Bold's,  Kenderdine's,  Henry  Smith's,  Hinton's,  and  Humphrey  Percy's— 
were  not  entered  amongst  the  municipal  list ;  they  will  be  gone  into  hereafter. 

The  Court  then  adjourned  till  Saturday,  when  but  few  persona  were  in  attend- 
ance. Of  the  trustees  there  were  present  Messrs.  T.  Salt,  IL  W.  Hand,  T. 
Turner,  and  J.  H.  Webb. 
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In  answer  to  inquiries  made  by  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Salt  stated  that  at  an 
interview  between  the  Churchmen  and  Di3senters  at  an  early  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, it  was  understood  that  the  decision  as  regarded  the  Grammar  School 
should  coyer  the  whole  of  the  charities,  so  that  there  should  be  only  one  set  of 
trustees.  The  Attorney-General,  nevertheless,  caused  inqury  to  be  made  as  to  the 
other  charities,  which  he  alleged  were  not  church  charities.  The  result,  however, 
was,  that  there  were  so  few  that  were  not  in  some  way  connected  with  the 
church,  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  raise  two  sets  of  trustees. 

Mr.  Kelsall  complained  that  trustees  were  appointed  who  liyed  out  of  the 
town,  and  hence  a  few  trustees  had  the  control. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  the  audit  dinner  was  an  unnecessary  expense. 
Mr.  Salt  replied  that  the  trustees  had  determined  to  do  away  with  it. 
The  Inspector  remarked  that  it  was  advisable  to  have  all  the  charities  under 
the  same  trustees.  There  were  one  or  two  charities  on  the  administration  of  which 
he  could  not  compliment  the  trustees — ^he  alluded  to  the  distribution  of  the  coals 
and  of  the  sixpences.  If  the  money  were  added  to  the  funds  of  a  coal  club,  to 
which  the  poor  might  contribute  a  little,  or  devoted  to  some  such  purpose,  it  would 
be  much  better.  He  would  religiously  keep  the  charities  for  the  benefit  of  the 
poor,  but  they  should  be  administered  so  as  to  raise  their  moral  standard,  and 
thus  slowly  diminish  pauperism. 

Mr.  Jones  explained  the  drcomstances  under  which  the  opposition  arose  when 
the  appointment  of  the  last  trustees  was  proposed,  showing  that  throughout  the 
whole  proceedings  there  was  no  unworthy  spirit  of  animosity,  and  that  no  ill-feel- 
ing now  existed  between  the  contending  parties. 

Mr.  Turner,  in  answer  to  the  Inspector,  stated  that  there  was  a  large  mixed 
school  in  Stafford,  conducted  by  Mr.  Solomon  Taylor. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  stated  his  firm  conyiction  that  the  Grammar  School  would  be 
more  flourishing  if  it  were  made  a  middle  dass  school,  suitable  for  the  children  of 
respectable  tradesmen ;  greater  attention  being  paid  to  a  sound  EngBsh  education, 
and  less  to  teaching  the  dead  languages ;  the  capitation  fee  also  was  higher  than 
the  majority  of  tradesmen  could  afford  to  pay,  if  they  had  large  families.  ^ 

In  answer  to  a  question  by  the  Inspector  relative  to  the  garden  near  the  old 
gaol  left  by  Izaak  Walt<m,  Mr.  EEand  said,  'there  was  a  piece  of  garden  ground 
adjoining  the  Grammar  School  which  had  just  been  leased  by  the  corporation. 
The  Talbot,  in  Greengate-street,  out  of  which  £5  6s.  8d.  was  paid,  was  now  the 
property  of  Mrs.  Masefield,  of  Stone,  and,  divided  into  three  houses,  was  occupied 
by  Mr.  Wynne,  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Bagnall,  In  Henry  Smith's  charity  the 
Attorney-General  filed  a  biU  in  Chancery  against  Lord  Eerrers  (from  whose  estate 
£14  a  year  were  paid  to  the  trustees)  for  the  recovery  of  the  estate,  but  the  bill 
was  abandoned.  Perry's  gift  for  apprentices  was  in  Chancery.  The  rector  of  St. 
Mary's^  one  of  the  trustees,  administered  the  charity,  but  nothmg  had  been  paid 
since  1846,  or  thereabouts.  Mr.  Ryley  bought  the  property  subject  to  the  charity 
(for  which  £500  were  allowed  him  on  the  purchase  money),  but  he  now  repudiated 
ihejdiarge. 
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Mr.  Frith,  in  referencie  to  Startin's  charity,  said  only  £2  12s.  was  paid  by  the 
Corporation  to  the  treasurer  of  the  trustees ;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  148.  8d. 
They  also  paid  £2  in  Sutton's,  and  £2  in  Lady  Barbara  Crompton's  charities;  and 
15s.  6d.  a  week  for  the  almshouses. 

The  Inspector  thought  it  probable  that  the  14s.  8d.  ought  to  be  paid  by  the 
Corporation. 

In  Hinton's  Charity,  Mr.  Webb  said  £5  was  originally  given  to  Stafford.  In 
the  lost  year  £5  was  paid  and  £27  17s.  Sd.,  a  fifth  of  a  charity,  given  to  five  towns. 
The  money  was  handed  to  the  rector  of  Stafford,  and  equally  distributed  to  ^he 
poor  in  St.  Mary's,  St.  Chad's,  and  Christ  Church  parishes. 

Mr.  Hand  thought  the  money  was  given  away  in  coals. 

In  Sidney's  Charity,  Mr.  Hand  said  Alderman  Sidney,  two  years  since,  in- 
vested £700  consols,  in  the  name  of  the  Mayor,  the  incumbent  of  Christ  Church, 
and  the  rector  of  St.  Mary's,  who  distributed  the  proceeds  yearly  to  twenty-one 
poor  widows.  Bolde's  Charity  belonged  to  Marston.  Ten  shillings  was  paid  for 
two  sermons,  and  10s.  was  distributed  to  six  poor  widows. 

Mr.  F.  Soraerville  stated,  that  having  seen  the  report  referring  to  Mr.  Norman 
in  the  Staffordshire  Advertiser,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  state  that  Mr.  Norman  had 
done  his  duty  to  his  (Mr.  Somerville's)  three  boys,  who  were  some  years  at  the 
school.  That  one  of  Ids  boys  had  frequently  fetched  wine,  which  Mr.  Norman 
was  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  applicants  for  the  use  of  the  sick ;  such  were  con- 
stantly waiting  about  for  him.  If  Mr.  Norman  had  some  faults,  he  had  many 
virtues,  and,  perhaps,  one  of  his  chief  failings  was  that  his  good  nature  was  easily 
imposed  on.  Mr.  Somerville  also  bore  testimony  to  the  state  of  the  school  forty 
years  ago  when  he  attended  there  as  a  scholar.  The  only  payment  was  one  shilling 
annually  for  pens,  ink,  and  coal.  There  were  no  restrictions  as  to  attending 
church.  He  considered  the  capitation  fee  was  too  high.  He  would  suggest  that 
a  subscription  should  be  made  to  cover  the  law  expenses  unfortunately  incurred, 
so  that  the  trusts  should  not  be  injured. 

Mr.  Salt  observed  that  the  trustees  had  nearly  the  amount  in  hand. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  a  subscription  might  shortly  be  instituted  for 
building  a  new  school. 

In  Mr.  Rogers's  charity,  Mr.  Griffin  said  there  had  been  no  distribution  made. 

Mr.  Shallcross  asked  if  the  trustees  would  make  public  a  printed  list  of  the 
charities  and  the  present  trustees. 

Mr.  Salt  said  he  should  be  perfectly  ready  to  do  so. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  the  greater  the  publicity  given  to  every  particolar 
the  better  it  would  be  for  all  parties. 

In  Sutton's  Charity,  Mr.  Abberley  volunteered  a  statement  as  to  the  6s.  8d. 
Certain  property  was  leased  by  the  Corporation  in  old  time  at  a  lease  for  500  years, 
in  consideration  of  the  annual  payment  of  the  6s.  Sd.  to  the  rector.  His  father 
had  bought  the  property  at  an  auction.  For  some  time  past  Mr.  Abberley  said  he 
had  doubted  whether  the  rector  was  entitled  to  the  6s.  8d.,  as  he  did  not  preach 
the  sermon  on  St.  Andrew's  day.  The  property  consisted  of  two  dilapidated 
cottages  near  the  end  of  what  was  formerly  called  Kitling  Lane. 
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Mr.  Hand  stated,  that  under  the  present  Grammar  School  scheme  the  trustees 
had  no  power  to  dismiss  the  master :  it  was  desirable  that  the  trustees  should 
obtain  a  wide  discretionary  power  in  that  respect. 

In  Kenderdine's  Charity,  Mr.  Wm.  Jennings,  derk  of  St.  Mary's,  stated  that 
there  were  50  half-crowns  given  to  50  poor  widows  on  St.  Thomas's  Bay.  Mr. 
Hand  generaUy  sent  one  of  his  clerks  with  the  money,  and  the  money  was  given 
by  the  churchwardens  and  the  curates,  who  (in  the  absence  of  the  rector)  gave 
the  money  away  after  morning  prayers.  The  50  widows  were  selected  by  the 
curates  and  churchwardens,  and  the  recipients  received  the  money  as  a  pension. 

Mr.  Hand  said  the  endowment  consisted  of  £250  consols,  which  stood  in  the 
Bank  of  England  in  the  names  of  the  executors  of  Charles  Eenderdine.  The 
interest  amounted  to  £7  10s. ;  the  difference  between  the  £6  5s.  distributed  and 
that  sum  was  bequeathed  to  the  executors  for  their  trouble. 

Mr.  Jennings  said  he  had  never  known  Backhouse's  Charity  distributed. 

The  inqury  was  then  a4joumed  until  Monday. 

The  inqury  was  again  resumed  on  Monday  morning.  H.  T.  Lomax,  Esq., 
Mayor,  and  the  Bjev.  J.  H.  Donner  were  present  during  a  portion  of  the 
proceedings. 

The  Inspector  stated  that  he  had  been  over  the  almshouses,  and  he  found  them 
far  from  being  in  a  proper  condition.  There  were  ako  about  eleven  persons  in 
receipt  of  parish  relief.  He  thought  this  should  not  be,  for  it  should  be  especially 
borne  in  mind  that  almshouses  sboidd  never  be  permitted  to  be  a  chapel  of  ease 
to  the  workhouse ;  they  were  properly  intended  for  poor  persons  who  had  seen 
better  days,  and  to  whom  going  into  the  workhouse  would  not  only  be  a  hardship, 
put  a  positive  punishment.  It  was  also  desirable  that  married  people  who  were 
likely  to  have  children  should  not  be  permitted  to  make  a  home  of  the  almshouses. 

In  answer  to  a  question  respecting  Coton  Field,  the  Inspector  replied  that  he 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  burgess  rights  in  the  Coton  acres,  only  with  reference 
to  a  charitable  charge  of  £40  upon  them,  payable  to  the  almshouses,  &c.  The 
Inspector  again  impressed  upon  his  audience  that  the  gift  of  small  sums  in 
money,  bread,  or  coal,  really  did  little  good.  The  money  was  generally  spent  at 
once  in  beer ;  the  coal  and  bread  mainly  went  to  relieve  the  poor  rates.  He 
wished  them  to  consider  the  advisability  of  giving  the  small  charities  for  the 
benefit  of  penny  clubs  and  other  institutions  for  the  real  benefit  of  the  poor ;  and 
thus,  instead  of  increasing  pauperism,  foster  habits  of  frugality  and  independence. 

Mr.  Shallcross  stated  that  there  was  a  tradition  that  formerly  the  almshouses 
possessed  lands  on  each  side  of  them ;  that  there  were  portions  of  an  old  wall  and 
doorways  still  existing  in  support  of  this  tradition. 

Mr.  iSalt  said  the  trustees  could  find  no  legal  evidence  of  further  possession. 

The  Inspector  added  that  formerly  time  did  not  run  against  charities,  but  now 
it  did.  If  no  claims  were  made  for  any  possession  for  twenty  years,  proof  of  title 
would  be  debarred. 

In  answer  to  the  Inspector,  Mr.  Frith  stated  that  when  any  of  the  acres  in 
Coton  Field  changed  hands,  the  entering  tenant  paid  10s.  for  a  grass  acre,  and  Ss. 
for  a  com  acre. 
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Queen  Elizabeth's  Grant. — The  Inspector  furnished  the  following  account 
of  this  grant  (the  richest  portion  of  the  charitable  possessions  of  Staflford),  which 
is  a  mnch  fuller  one  than  given  in  the  Staffordshire  Advertiser  last  week.    The 
grant  of  Edward  VI.  to  the  Grammar  School  did  not  comprise  the  whole  of  the 
property  of  the  despoiled  college  of  St.  Mary.    Queen  Elizabeth's  patent  granted 
to  the  Burgesses  of  Stafford  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  to  be  the  parish  church, 
together  with  other  property  of  the  college  of  the   then  annual  value  of 
£41  28.  lOd.,  to  be  disposed  of  as  mentioned  in  our  last  week's  report.    The  sums 
were  payable  before  the  dissolution.    At  the  time  of  the  commission  of  inqvry, 
the  premises  comprised  in  this  grant  were  the  subject  of  an  information  and  a 
bill.    The  title  of  the  suit  was  the  Attorney-General  at  the  relation  of  the  Rev. 
William  Edward  Coldwell,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Ellerton,  William  Collier,  and 
Charles  Kenderdine,  informants — ^the  four  last-named  plaintiffs ;  and  the  Right 
Hon.  Charles  Chetwynd  Earl  Talbot,  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  Stafford,  Rev. 
George  Norman,  Erancis  Brookes,  William  Shaw,  Rev.  Henry  Rathbone,  Wm. 
Haddcrstich,  and  Thomas,  Mary,  Jane,  and  Erancis  Lycett,  defendants.    The 
original  and  supplemental  information  and  bills  were  between  the  same  infor- 
mants and  plaintiffs,  the  defendants  being  the  said  W.  E.  Coldwell,  J.  Ellerton, 
the  Mayor  and  Burgesses,  and  the  Rev.  Robt.  Temple.    On  the  23rd  December, 
1835,  a  scheme  to  the  following  effect  was  approved  by  the  master.    A  receiver 
to  be  from  time  to  time  appointed,  and  removable  by  the  mayor,  rector,  and 
curate  of  St.  Mary's,  and  curate  of  Marston,  and  the  head  master  of  the 
grammar  school,  or  any  three  of  them,  including  the  rector.    The  receiver  to  give 
security,  to  be  allowed  a  reasonable  salary,  and  not  to  pay  money  except  to  the 
rector,  curates,  and  schoolmaster  without  an  order  in  writing ;  to  keep  accounts, 
to  be  audited  yearly  in  June.    The  additional  salaries  to  be  paid  were — rector, 
£324 ;  curate  of  St.  Mary's,  £162 ;  curate  of  Marston,  £92 ;   to  an  English 
master  at  the  Grammar  School,  £100.     Such  master  to  be  nominated,  and 
removable  for  just  cause  by  the  mayor,  rector,  and  head  master,  or  any  two  of 
them,  the  rector  being  one ;  who  should  also  have  power  to  make  and  vary  rules 
and  regulations  for  the  conduct  of  the  English  master,  and  for  the  admission  and 
discharge  of  boys.    Out  of  the  residue,  the  annual  expenses  to  be  paid  of  cleaning 
and  repairing  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  and  the  chancel,  the  salaries  of  the  organbt 
and  sexton  (who  should  be  appointed  and  removable  by  the  Rector),  the  repairs 
of  the  bells,  and  other  usual  objects  connected  with  the  church  and  its  service,  or 
as  might  be  determined  by  the  mayor,  rector,  curate,  and  churchwardens,  or  the 
majority,  the  rector  being  one.    £500  of  the  stock  was  directed  to  the  purchase 
of  an  additional  burying  ground  for  St.  Mary's.    £1,200  it  was  ordered  should 
remain  invested  under  the  name  of  the  "Building  fund  account,"  of  the  interest 
of  which  a  separate  account  should  be  kept.     When  the  interest,  with  the 
surplus  of  the  annual  income  of  the  charity  estate,  exceeded  £100,  it  should  be 
invested  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  annual  repairs  of  the  church,  or 
reinstating  it  in  case  of  accident  by  lightning  or  tempest,  or  any  considerable 
decay  in  the  foundation  or  fabric.    If  the  income  should  be  insufficient  to  pay  the 
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stipends  of  the  elergy  and  schoolmaster,  and  to  yield  a  smplas  of  £85  a  year,  the 
increased  stipends,  and  the  stipend  of  the  English  schoolmaster,  should  be  abated 
in  eqnal  proportions. 

The  Inspector  took  occasion  to  compliment  the  trustees  on  the  excellent  state 
in  which  he  had  fonnd  the  chnich. 

Mr.,  Follows  suggested  whether  there  were  not  some  tithes  and  three  houses 
in  Kugeley  belonging  to  the  grant. 

The  Inspector  said  it  appeared  from  the  report  that  the  trustees  had  aU  the 
property  that  really  belonged  to  the  grant. 

Mr.  Hand  stated  that  the  report  of  the  proceedings  in  the  StaffordBkire 
AivertUer  had  produced  a  strong  feeling  in  Mr.  Nonofui's  fiayour. 

The  Inspector  read  through  a  portion  of  the  evidence  rebting  to  Mr.  Norman's 
conduct,  and  his  notes  thereupon.  That  eridenoe,  he  said,  clearly  preyed  that 
Mr.  Norman  had  been  for  many  years  in  the  habit  of  arnying  an  hour  or  half^ui- 
hour  before  the  tune  that  the  school  closed  in  the  morning,  and  leaving  before  it 
closed  in  the  evening.  It  was  also  to  be  noted,  that  Mr.  Salt  had  stated,  that 
since  the  new  scheme  Mr.  Norman  had  been  punctual  in  his  attendance. 

Mr.  Hand  reminded  the  Inspector  that  previous  to  the  new  scheme,  Mr. 
Norman  did  not  hold  himself  bound  to  give  any  education  that  was  not  classical, 
and  that  the  time  he  attended  at  the  school  was  more  than  sufficient  for  that 
puri)ose. 

The  Inspector  continued  reading  from  his  notes— the  question  was  not  simply 
whether  Mr.  Norman  was  deserving  of  a  retiring  pension.  This  the  evidence 
answered  in  the  negative.  Had  he  been  assiduous  in  the  discharge  of  his  school 
duties  he  would  have  obtained  plenty  of  scholars,  and  he  would  either  have 
deserved  a  pension  more  or  needed  it  less.  The  Inspector  said  that,  as  he  had 
before  remarked,  there  existed  scfflie  difficulty  about  the  arbitrary  removal  of  Mr. 
Norman,  and  the  true  point  remaining  was,  that  as  he  was  ready  to  retire  on  a 
pension,  what  sum  should  be  given  him.  He  would  suggest  that  some  arrange- 
ment should  be  made  with  the  consent  of  aU  parties. 

Mr.  C.  Wright  and  several  burgesses  were  of  opinion  that  the  public,  and 
especially  the  trustees,  should  have  interfered  before  matters  had  gone  the  length 
they  had. 

The  Inspector  said  that  he  felt  the  justice  of  this  observation,  and  he  had 
already  made  a  remark  to  that  effect  in  his  notes.  He  also  felt  that  there  might 
be  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  what  Mr.  Somerville  had  stated  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  Dawson  confirmed  the  statement  respecting  Mr.  Norman's  uniform  kind- 
ness and  good-nature. 

After  some  conversation  amongst  those  present  as  to  the  amount  of  pension, 
it  was  agreed  that  £35  would  be  the  allowance  which  would  meet  with  the  most 
general  concurrence,  and  this  sum  the  Inspector  entered  in  his  notes  as  the 
amount  of  pension  to  be  allowed,  subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Batkin  said  Mr.  C.  Wright  had  infonned  him  that  the  feeling  of  the  town 
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was  that  the  memorialists  had  not  proved  their  case.    He  would  put  the  question 
to  the  Inspector  whether  that  were  so  or  not. 

The  Inspector  re-read  a  portion  of  his  notes.  The  charge,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Shallcross,  who  appeared  as  the  memorialists'  adyocate,  was  "  continued  neglect 
of  duty"  and  "  sending  the  boys  out  for  intoxicating  drinks."  This  was  clearly 
proved.  The  charge  of  drunkenness  was  not  made  by  Mr.  Shallcross ;  and  not 
only  was  this  charge  not  proved,  but  the  general  tenour  of  the  evidence  was 
decidedly  in  opposition  to  the  supposition. 

Mr.  Salt  stated  to  the  Inspector  that  he  would  submit  to  his  remarks  on  the 
trustees,  feeling  sure  that  he  would  do  them  justice.  At  the  same  time  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  remarks  which  he  understood  the  Inspector  to  have  made, 
having  reference  to  supposed  neglect  of  supervision,  would  have  been  made  if  he 
could  have  known  aU  the  anxiety  the  trustees  had  experienced  and  the  trouble 
they  had  taken  about  the  Grammar  School,  and  Mr.  Norman's  relation  with  it. 
They  had  been  in  constant  communication  with  two  or  three  bishops,  and  other 
persons  of  rank  and  influence,  as  to  what  was  really  the  duty  of  the  trustees. 
They  experienced  great  difficulty  in  getting  specific  complaints  made,  persons 
being  unwilling  to  come  forward.  It  was  under  a  sense  of  all  these  difficulties 
that  the  application  was  made  to  the  Court  of  Chancery.  They  were  desirous  of 
getting  more  trustees,  in  order  that  they  might  have  more  power  to  act.  The 
whole  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  application  would  show  clearly  that  the 
trustees  were  actuated  by  no  spirit  of  hostility  to  any  other  party,  but  were  only 
anxious  to  do  their  duty.— The  Inspector  signified  his  intention  to  represent  Mr. 
Salt's  statement  to  the  Board. 

Mr.  Salt  further  stated,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Shallcross,  that  as  soon  as  the  new 
report  of  the  Commissioners  was  received,  the  public  should  be  famished  with  a 
full  and  complete  list  of  the  Stafford  charities. 

Mr.  Shallcross  thanked  Mr.  Salt  for  his  ready  compliance.  He  also,  on 
behalf  of  the  memorialists,  expressed  his  obligations  to  the  Inspector  for  the  kind 
and  courteous  way  in  which  he  had  heard  all  that  he  had  to  say.  He  was  sure 
there  was  not  one  gentleman  who  was  not  highly  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  the  Inspector  had  conducted  the  inquiry.  He  would  also  say,  on  behalf  of 
the  memorialists,  that  the  allegations  contained  in  the  memorial  had,  he  believed, 
been  fully  proved.  He  had  no  desire  to  triumph  over  the  trustees ;  his  only 
desire,  and  the  desire  of  those  who  had  acted  with  him,  was  to  place  the  truth, 
and  nothing  but  the  truth,  before  the  Commissioners.  He  must  especially  thank 
the  Inspector  for  his  courteous  hearing,  inasmuch  as  he  (Mr.  Shallcross)  had  not 
had  the  assistance  of  any  legal  adviser. 

The  Inspector  said  that  although  he  had  only  done  his  duty,  it  was  a  pleasure 
to  know  he  had  given  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Hand,  on  part  of  the  trustees,  also  expressed  his  thanks  to  the  Inspector. 
He  must  likewise  say  that,  as  far  as  he  had  heard  the  proceedings,  Mr.  Shall- 
cross's  conduct  in  the  case  was  quite  that  of  a  gentleman,  and  quite  free  from 
hostility  to  any  party.    He  had  acted  in  the  matter  with  perfect  candour,  and  had 
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not  proceeded  farther  in  the  matter  than  was  consistent  with  a  regard  for  truth. 

The  public  inquiry  was  then  yirtually  terminated.  The  Inspector  sat  again  on 
Tuesday  morning  for  the  transaction  of  business,  but  it  was  merely  of  a  formal 
nature,  and  uninteresting  to  the  public.    In  the  course  of  the  morning. 

The  Inspector  said  it  was  just  to  state  that  he  had  enquired  into  the  position 
of  Mrs.  Jennings,  who,  it  was  stated  last  week,  sent  her  servant  for  some  of  the 
money  gifts.  He  found  &Irs.  Jennings  crippled  with  gout,  and,  therefore,  obliged 
to  keep  a  girl  to  look  after  her.  She  was  a  very  proper  object  of  charity.  When 
she  taught  at  the  Infant  School  she  had  the  use  of  a  dwelling-house,  but  that  was 
eight  years  ago,  and  she  had  no  such  right  now.  With  reference  to  Hinton's  and 
Backhouse's  Charities,  the  Inspector  stated  that  the  former  was  satisfactorily 
administered,  but  the  latter  was  not  quite  so  clear. 

The  B;ey.  J.  H.  Donner  explained  that  the  latter  was  mainly  distributed  by 
the  district  visitors,  who  gave  the  money  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  without 
distinction  of  sect. 

Mr.  Batkin  said  he  had  been  in  conversation  with  several  respectable  trades- 
men, and  they  were  of  opinion  that  the  Latin  school  might  be  closed  for  some 
years,  and  the  funds  saved  thereby  set  apart  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building. 


The  following  is  an  approximate  statement  of  the  income  of  the  Stafford 
Charities,  prepared  by  the  Inspector; — 

HUNICIFAL  CHABITIES.  £      S.  d.    £     S.    d. 

Grammar  School ^ 300    0  0 

Sutton's  charity  7  13  4 

Walton's  charity 53    2  11 

Martin,  Noel,  and  others' charity 46  16  0 

Farmer  and  Crompton's  charity  ..# 13  10  0 

Lady  B.  Crompton's  charity 2    0  0 

Startin's  charity  2  12  0 

Levett's  charity 1  10  0 

Palmer  (houses,  rent  free  and  sermon) 0    6  8 

Eastgate  houses  (poor  burgesses) 23  16  6 

Soger's  charity 15    6  1 

466  13    6 

Queen  Elizabeth's  gift   853    7  7 

Kenderdine's  charity  7  10  0 

Henry  Smith's  charity 14    0  0 

Fowler's  charity 12    0  0 

Hinton's  charity _ 28  17  8 

Perry's  charity  (suspended)  0    0  0 

Toomb's  charity  0    0  0 

Hall's  charity  0    0  0 

Chamberlain's  charity 0    6  8 

Bolde's  (Marston)  charity 0    0  0 

Alderman  Sidney's  charity 21    0  0 

947    111 


Gross  total 1413  15    5 
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This  amount  is  thus  distributed : — ^To  the  purposes  of  education  £405  6s.  8d. ;  to 
apprentices,  £39  I63.  Id. ;  to  the  almshouses,  £46 16s. ;  to  widows  and  maids, 
£15 ;  in  bread,  £3  2s. ;  in  clothing,  £2 ;  in  coal,  £52  12s.  lid. ;  in  money, 
£93  5s.  lOd.;  for  church  purposes  (repairs,  sermons,  &c.).  £757  5s.  lid., 
including  £753  7s.  7d.  from  Queen  Elizabeth's  gift^  ministers  and  curates' 
salaries. 

Ebbata.— Some  remarks  made  during  the  inquiry  last  week  by  Mr.  John  Morgan  haying 
been  misunderstood  by  oar  reporter,  we  have  been  requested  to  state  that  what  that  gentle* 
man  said  was  to  the  following  effect:  — *'The  minority  of  the  trustees  agreed  with  Mr.  ShalU 
oross  and  the  memorialists,  that  Mr.  Norman  was  not  entitled  to  a  retiring  pension.  When 
the  case  was  fully  argued  before  the  Bishop,  a  short  time  ago,  his  lordship  asked  if  any  of  the 
trustees  could  defend  the  head  master's  conduct,  and  on  receiving  a  reply  in  the  negative,  the 
Bishop  said, '  I  never  in  my  life  at  any  meeting  that  I  have  attended  can  remember  to  have 
met  with  such  remarkable  unanimity  of  opinion ;  and  though  I  much  object  to  do  anything 
in  what  may  appear  an  underhand  manner,  or  by  a  sidewind,  I  think  that  we  are  bound  to  use 
the  means  at  our  disposal,  and  aa  there  is  no  other  course  open,  Mr.  Norman  ought  to  be 
removed  by  urging  clause  9  of  the  new  scheme.*  His  lordship  then  drew  out  a  question  to  be 
referred  to  the  commissioners,  asking  if  in  their  opinion  the  new  rule  could  be  enforced  in. 
Mr.  Norman's  case.  His  lordship  fbrther  stated,  in  reply  to  one  of  the  trustees,  that  if  it 
were  wrong  to  give  a  retiring  pension  of  £50,  it  was  wrong  to  give  any  smaller  sum." — ^We 
are  also  requested  to  state  that  the  sum  paid  by  the  burgesses  for  the  acres  in  Coton  Fields  i« 
4b.  or  5s.  annnaUv,  not  £A  58. 6d.,  aa  appeared  in  the  report. 


MR.  ALDERMAN  SIDNEY'S  AND  MR.  ROGERS'S  CHARITIES. 

SiDNEi's  Chautty.— This  indenture,  made  the  21st  day  of  November,  1857, 
between  Thomas  Sidney,  of  Bowes  Manor,  Southgate,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
and  of  Ludgate-hill,  in  the  city  of  London,  esquire,  and  one  of  the  Alderman  of 
the  said  city,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Mayor.  Alderman,  and  Burgesses,  of  the 
town  of  Stafford,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  of  the  other  part. — Whereas  the 
said  Thomas  Sidney  was  bom  in  the  said  town  of  Stafford,  and  from  the  period 
of  his  birth  unto  the  present  time  his  family  and  himself  have  cultivated  friendly 
relations  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town;  and  in  grateful  memorial  thereof, 
the  said  Thomas  Sidney  has  resolved  to  make -a  provision  for  some  of  the  poor  of 
the  said  town,  in  the  manner  hereafter  designated  and  expressed.  And  whereas 
the  said  Thomas  Sidney,  in  pursuance  of  his  said  resolution,  hath  purchased  the 
sum  of  £700,  three  per  cent,  reduced  annuities,  and  caused  the  same  to  be  trans- 
ferred into  the  name  of  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  to  the  end  and 
intent  that  the  same  may  be  held  upon  the  trusts  hereinafter  declared  concerning 
the  same,  that  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  having  by  a  resolution 
passed  at  a  meeting  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  said  borough,  duly  convened  for 
that  and  other  purposes,  and  held  on  the  ^th  day  of  November  instant,  agreed  to 
accept  the  said  trust,  and  to  enter  into  the  covenants  hereinafter  contained,  and 
to  execute  in  duplicate  those  presents,  one  pait  whereof  shall  remain  and  be  kept 
by  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  aud  Burgesses,  amongst  the  muniments  of  the 
said  Corporation,  and  the  other  part  thereof,  duly  sealed  with  the  corporate  seal, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  said  Thomas  Sidney.    Now  this  indenture  witnesaeth. 
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and  it  is  hereby  agreed  and  declared  between  and  by  these  parties  to  those 
present,  and  particularly  that  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  do 
hereby  for  themselves,  their  successors,  and  assigns,  covenant,  promise,  declare, 
and  agree,  with  and  to  the  said  Thomas  Sidney,  his  executors  and  administrators, 
that  they,  the  said  Mayor,  Alderman,  and  Burgesses,  shall  and  will  perpetually 
stand  possessed  of  the  said  sum  of  seren  hundred  pounds  three  per  cent.  Eeduced 
Annuities,  upon  tmst  that  they,  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen^  and  Burgegstcs  do  and 
shall  yearly,  and  eyery  year  hereafter,  revert  the  annual  income  and  dividends 
arising  from  the  said  reduced  annuities,  and  do  and  shall  pay  the  same  mto  the 
proper  hands  of  the  Mayor  for  the  time  being  of  the  said  town,  the  B^ector  for  the 
time  being  of  Saint  Mary's  church,  Stafford,  and  the  Minister  for  the  time 
being  oi  Christ  Church,  in  the  said  town,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  for  the  time 
being  be  capable  and  willing  to  act  in  the  execution  of  this  trust,  upon  trust  that 
they,  the  said  Mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  said  Bector  for  the  time  bemg,  and 
said  Minister  for  the  time  being,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  for  the  time  bemg  be 
dupable  and  willing  to  act  in  the  execution  of  this  trusty  do  and  shall  on  the  fifth 
day  of  January  in  every  year  for  ever  hereafter,  this  tribute  pay,  or  expend  the 
dividends  and  income  of  the  said  reduced  annuity  unto  or  for  the  benefit  of  twenty- 
four  persons,  being  widows  or  widowers,  in  equal  shares,  and  whose  ages  shall 
respectively  be  sixty  years  at  least,  and  who  shall  be  also  resident  in  the  said  town 
of  Stafford,  and  maintaining  good  characters,  and  being  of  godly  life  and  con- 
versation ;  such  persons  to  be  from  time  to  time  selected  by  the  said  Mayor  for 
the  time  being,  the  said  Bector  for  the  time  being,  and  the  said  Minister  for  the 
time  being,  or  such  of  them  as  shall  for  the  time  being  be  capable  and  willing  to 
act  in  the  execution  of  this  trust ;  and  the  share  of  each  of  the  recipients  of  this 
Gift  to  be  either  paid  to  him  or  her  in  money,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  the  piurchase  of 
coals  for  his  or  her  benefit ;  or  p^  to  be  applied  in  such  way,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  Mayor  for  the  time  being,  the  said  Bector  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
said  Minister  for  the  time  being,  or  such  of  them  as  aforesaid :  Provided  always, 
that  they  the  said  Mayor,  the  said  Bector,  and  the  said  Minister  for  the  time 
being,  shall  make  a  Return  to  the  Town  Council,  yearly,  of  the  names,  resi- 
dences, and  ages  of  the  persons,  and  to  whom  such  gifts  shall  be  yearly  distri- 
buted, which  said  Betum  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermeu,  and  Burgesses,  covenant 
and  agree  with  the  said  Thomas  Sidney,  his  executors  and  administrators,  shall 
be  preserved  with  the  muniments  of  the  Town  Council  of  the  said  Borough,  to 
the  end  that  the  same  may  be  had  in  perpetual  memory,  and  that  the  said  fnnds 
may  never  be  invested  or  appropriated  for  any  other  purpose  whatsoever. 

"In  witness  whereof  the  said  Thomas  Sidney  hath  hereunto  set  his  hand  and 
seal,  and  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses,  have  caused  their  conmion 
seal  to  be  hereunto  afi&xed  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 


(( 


THOMAS  SIDNEY, 
•*JOHN  GBIFFIN,  Matoe." 
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MK  JOHN  flOGERS'S  CHARITY.— 1858. 

FOR   APFBENTICINO    OBPHAlfS  AlfD  FATHEBLESS  CHILDBJBN. 

Me.  J.  RoGEBs,  of  Leamington,  after  a  residence  of  many  years  in  his  native 
town  of  Staiford,  daring  which  time  he  was  elected  on  two  occasions  to  discharge 
the  responsible  duties  of  Mayor,  and  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years  held  the  ap- 
pointment of  one  of  the  permanent  magistrates  of  the  borough,  was  induced  to 
establish,  under  God's  blessing,  and  in  compliance  with  a  sincere  desire,  long 
entertained,  a  Perpetual  Charity  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  from  which  a  portion  of 
the  orphans  and  fatherless  children  might  be  yearly  assisted  in  their  day  of  neces- 
sity. The  sum  he  proposed  to  appropriate  to  this  object  was  £500 ;  and  having 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  Charity  Trustees  (with  the  majority  of  whom  he  had 
been  associated  for  many  years)  to  undertake  the  management  and  yearly  distri- 
bution of  the  interest,  he  felt  assured  they  would  discharge  that  duty  with  the 
greatest  fidelity  and  impartiality.  The  amount  was  accordingly  presented  to 
them  in  the  month  of  October,  1858,  for  the  purpose  of  being  invested  in  the 
Funds,  and  the  yearly  interest,  or  dividend,  of  £15  being  appropriated  on  Saint 
Thomas's-day,  commencing  with  the  year  1859,  and  so  continued  in  all  time  to 
oome,  in  apprenticing  orphan  and  fatherless  boys  and  girls  to  well-conducted 
masters  and  mistresses— in  all  cases  the  selection  to  be  made  on  a  general  prin- 
ciple, no  other  qualification  being  required  beyond  the  fact  that  the  children  are 
natives  of  and  resident  in  Stafford,  in  necessitous  circumstances,  but  not  so 
destitute  as  to  be  considered  proper  objects  for  parocliial  assistance.  Assuming 
that  only  £15  could  be  produced  as  interest,  yearly,  in  perpetuity,  the  number  of 
recipients  was  necessarily  restricted  to  three,  at  £5  each ;  and  in  order  to  place 
both  sexes  upon  an  equality,  it  was  arranged  that  the  number  of  boys  or  girls 
should  preponderate  in  alternate  years,  beginning  with  two  boys  and  one  girl  the 
first  year,  and  one  boy  and  two  girls  the  next^  and  observing  the  same  rule  in 
successive  years  throughout  all  time  to  come. 
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CITY  OF  LICHFIELD. 


LiCHPiBLD  is  the  City  of  Staffordshire  and  a  county  of  itself^ 
including  its  precincts.  It  can  boast  of  many  eminent  men^ 
viz. : — Johnson^  Garrick^  Darwin,  Ashmole,  Seward,  and 
Addison.  A  noble  statue  of  the  first-named  was  erected  at  the 
expense  of  the  Rev.  Chancellor  Law,  in  1838,  and  stands 
opposite  the  old  house  in  which  Johnson  was  bom. 

The  word  lich  (or  lie  in  Saxon),  signifies  bog;  and  therefore 
Lichfield  means  marshy  or  boggy  field. 

Li  1274  (Edward  I.),  Lichfield  first  sent  representatives  to 
Parliament;  and  1st  Edward  YI.  it  was  incorporated. 

The  title  of  Earl  of  Lichfield  became  extinct  in  1772,  but 
was  revived  in  1832,  in  the  person  of  Viscount  Anson,  of 
Shugborough. 

The  Cathedral  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  about  the 
year  667;  and  has  gone  through  many  vicissitudes.  The 
members  at  the  present  day  consist  of  a  Dean,  Precentor, 
Chancellor,  four  Canons,  twenty  Prebendaries,  five  Priest- 
Vicars,  seven  Lay- Vicars,  a  Sacrist,  a  Divinity  Lecturer,  a 
Sub-Sacrist,  two  Vergers,  and  fourteen  Chorister  Boys — two  of 
them  have  £20 — ^two  £12 — two  £8,  and  two  £6,  per  annum — 
the  last  six  waiting  their  turns  for  promotion,  from  vacancies 
happening  in  the  ranks  of  the  eight  first-named  boys.  In  the 
reign  of  Henry  VHI.  a  school-house,  having  the  words  donms 
choristis  inscribed  on  the  gateway,  was  built  for  the  choristers, 
within  the  Close,  where  they  resided  with  their  master;  but  in 
1772,  the  estate  was  let  on  a  building  lease.     Elias  Ashmole 
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(bom  1617),  who  fonnded  the  noble  Ashmolean  Masenm  at 
Oxford,  was  one  of  the  Lichfield  Choristers. 

Lichfield  Cathedral  is  what  is  styled  one  of  the  ''Old 
Foundations/^  yet  the  before-named  house  having  been  built  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  shews  that  due  care  had  been  taken 
that  the  choristers  should  reside,  and  be  considered  as  a 
component  part  of  the  Cathedral  corporation,  similar  to  boys  on 
the  ''New  Cathedral  Foundations,"  such  as  Worcester  and 
others.  Subjoined  will  be  found  that  part  of  the  original 
statutes,  and  a  translation  thereof,  afiTecting  the  choristers.  On 
the  whole  it  would  very  likely  be  favourable  to  the  choristers  if 
the  Chapter  Clerk  were  instructed  to  search  the  statutes  so  as  to 
discover  whether  they  are  not  entitled  to  residence,  food,  and 
instruction  (by  right,  as  being  part  of  the  Cathedral  body),  and 
also  whether  they  have  a  claim  to  be  sent  to  coUege,  and  trained 
there  for  the  church,  free  of  cost.  The  Dean  and  four  residen- 
tiary Canons  should  be  appealed  to  on  these  points,  by  the 
parents  of  these  boys. 

"9m.  CAP.— DE  CHORISTIS. 

"  Choristas  ut  appendicis  loco  hsec  pauca  de  iis  statuamns, 
octo  semper  in  ecclesia  nostra  cathedrali  extare  volumus;  sipote 
uti  alii  exolescant,  alii  qui  ad  id  muneris  sufficienter  sint  parati 
Buccurrant.  Choristis  singulis  viginti  solidos  pro  stol&  et  super- 
pellicio  ant  coemendis  aut  renovandis  et  quatuor  libras  pro 
Balario,  eorumque  magistro  supradicto  decem  libras  pro  sti- 
pendio  suo  quot  annis  decemimus  solvendas  ex  spiritualium  et 
temporalium  ad  decanum  et  capitulum  residentiariorum  in  nsum 
choristarum  pertinentium  turn  e  reditibus  annuia  turn  ob  elec- 
tiones  ad  firmam  factis  summis  quas  fines  vocant  et  quas  in  poste- 
rum  choristis  et  eorum  computis  totaliter  applicandas  esse  statoi- 
mns  turn  etiam  ex  aliis  illomm  proventibus  quibnscnnque.  Istis 
antem  solutionibus  aliisque  quotqnot  subdncendis  subdactis  quic- 
quid  aliquando  in  pede  computi,  remanebit  choristis  sen  ecclesioa 
diutius  deservituris  sen  ab  eadem  mox  dimittendis  decani  et 
capitnli  residentiariorum  judicio  subinde  distribuatnr.  Csetera 
qu8B  ad  choristas  quovismodo  spectant  proecentoris  potestati  et 
prudentisd  de  jure  permittimus.^ 
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[TRANSULTIOir.] 

"to.  OHAP.-ON  THE  CHOBISTEUS. 

'•  The  choristers—that  by  way  of  appendix  we  may  enact  these  few  particn- 
lars  about  them— we  will  to  be  always  eight  in  our  Cathedral  Church,  if  possible, 
80  that  as  some  lose  their  powers,  others  may  take  their  place  sufficiently 
prepared  for  this  office.  To  each  chorister  we  decree  that  each  be  yearly  paid  248. 
for  his  gown  and  surplice,  whether  buying  or  for  repairing  them ;  and  £4  for  a 
salary ;  and  £10  to  their  master  before-mentioned,  out  of  the  spiritualities  and 
temporalities  (pertaining  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter)  of  the  residentiaries,  for  the  use 
of  the  choristers,  as  well  out  of  the  annual  rents,  as  out  of  the  sums  agreed  upon 
for  leases,  which  they  call  fines ;  and  which  we  determine  are  to  be  in  future 
oitirely  applied  to  the  choristers  and  their  accounts,  as  well  as  from  any  other  of 
their  revenues  whatsoerer ;  and  after  deduction  made  of  these  payments,  and  all 
others  that  are  to  be  deducted,  whaterer  shall  remain  at  the  foot  of  the  acoount» 
is  to  be  afterwards  distributed,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Dean  *and  Chapter  of 
Besidentiaries,  to  the  choristers,  whether  they  are  to  serve  the  church  for  a  con- 
tinuance, or  to  be  presently  dismissed  from  it.  Everything  else  in  any  way 
relating  to  the  choristers,  we  leave  as  of  right  to  the  power  and  prudence  of  the 
Precentor." . 

In  tliis  instanoe  the  author  may  be  ezcnsed  for  giving  a 
short  sketch  of  the  great  Dr.  Johnson^  not  only  becanse  he  was 
a  native  of  Lichfield^  bnt  because  the  footsteps  of  his  early 
career  were  often  and  finally  diverted  to  a  more  glorious 
course^  by  his  repeatedly  unfortunate  connexion  with  Grammar 
Schools. 

One  of  the  faults  belonging  to  most  men  of  talent  was  a  part 
of  Johnson's  self,  viz.  (in  his  own  words) : — "1  am  not  uncandid, 
nor  severe.  I  sometimes  say  more  than  I  mean^  in  jest ;  and 
people  are  apt  to  think  me  serious"  This  no  doubt  caused 
parties  who  governed  Grammar  Schools  to  shun  Johnson  or  to 
use  him  with  coolness.  Added  to  which  he  inherited  from  his 
father  violent  feelings^  positiveness^  melancholy^  and  the  King's 
evil.    These  were  no  nice  qualities^  mentally  or  bodily. 

He  was  placed  at  Lichfield  Granmiar  School^  under  Mr. 
Hawkins^  and  was  not  diligent  or  regular^  his  wonderful 
memory  and  powers  of  wit  making  up  for  these  defects. 

He  left  school  in  1725^  on  a  visit  to  a  cousin^  for  some 
months ;  and  on  his  return^  Mr.  Hunter  (a  new  master)  refused 
to  receive  him.  He  was  thereapon  sent  to  Stourbridge  Grammar 
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School,  under  Mr.  Wentworth.  At  the  end  of  two  years  he 
went  as  assistant  to  a  young  gentleman  at  Oxford  University, 
where  he  treated  Mr.  Jordan,  the  CoUege  Tutor,  with  such 
insolence,  that  he  imposed  the  translation  of  Pope^s  Messiah 
upon  him,  as  a  task.  His  want  of  assiduity  was  as  remarkable 
at  CoUege  as  elsewhere ;  indeed,  it  is  said  that  he  never  read  a 
book  through  except  the  Bible. 

On  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1731,  he  became  Under  Master 
of  the  Market  Bosworth  Grammar  School,  Leicestershire.*  This 
office  he  soon  threw  up,  as  he  could  not  agree  with  Sir  Wolstan 
Dixie,  the  patron.  He  lefb  it  in  disgust,  and  ever  after  spoke 
of  it  with  abhorrence. 

He  afterwards  contributed  to  the  Gentleman's  Magazine',  but 
this  not  being  remunerative  enough,  he  made  proposals  in  1735, 
to  Mr.  Budworth,  Master  of  Brewood  School,  to  become  his 
assistant.  Mr.  Budworth  declined  this  oflTer,  apprehending  that 
the  involuntary  motions  that  Johnson^s  nerves  were  subject  to, 
would  not  only  render  him  an  object  of  ridicule  with  the 
scholars,  but  lessen  their  respect  even  for  himself. 

He  then  married  a  Mrs.  Porter,  a  widow,  at  Birmingham, 
and  with  her  property  (£800),  opened  a  classical  school  at 
Edial,  near  Lichfield.  Garrick — ^then  18  years  old — was  his 
first  scholar;  but  there  being  only  seven  or  eight  pupils  at 
most,  the  undertaking  proved  abortive;  and  Johnson  and 
Grarrick  both  set  out  for  London,  in  1737 — Johnson  being  28, 
and  Garrick  20  years  old.  Thus  it  may  be  said  that  his 
unfortunate  attempts  with  Grammar  Schools  drove  him  to 
London,  where  he  was  soon  plunged  into  poverty;  as  it  is 
recorded  that  he  and  Richard  Savage  walked  round  Grosvenor- 
square  one  morning  until  four  o'clock,  with  fourpence  half-penny 
in  their  fraternal  pockets ! 

After  Savage  left  London,  Johnson  wrote  his  poem  called 
''London,''  which  he  sold  to  Dodsley  for  ten  guineas;  but 
finding  his  resources  failing,  he  once  more  tried  his  old  unfor- 
tunate Grammar  School  passion.      He  departed,  in  August, 

*  This  school  had  bat  55  scholan  in  it  in  the  year  1852— although  the 
income  waa  £1800,  with  eight  acholanhipa,  and  two  fellowships ;  to  which  are 
attached  four  limgs,  worth  £8200  per  annnm  t 
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1788^  for  Appleby^  in  Leicestershire^  as  a  candidate  for  the 
Mastership  of  the  Grammar  School  there. 

The  statutes  required  that  the  person  chosen  should  be 
a  Master  of  Arts :  Johnson  not  being  one.  Lord  Gower  wrote 
to  a  friend  in  Dublin  to  request  Dean  Swift  to  confer  this 
degree  on  him,  in  Dublin  University.  The  salary  attached 
to  this  mastership  was  only  sixty  pounds  a  year.  All 
the  trustees  wished  to  have  Johnson  for  the  master,  and 
Lord  Gower  wrote  a  most  begging  letter  on  the  occasion, 
stating  that  the  Doctor  was  "  starving  on  translating  for  book- 
sellers;^' and  that  Johnson  would  come  to  Dublin  to  be 
examined ;  and  repeating  twice  in  the  letter  that  he  was  "  a 
poor  man.''  Swift  declined  to  meddle;  and  what  has  appeared 
strange  to  many  readers — Johnson's  dislike  to  Swift — may  thus 
easily  be  accounted  for. 

Finding  all  his  school  enterprizes  fail,  he  took  to  write  for 
Cave  again,  without  profession,  friend,  or  interest,  to  aid  him. 


THE  FEEE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  School  is  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by  Edward 
VI.  No  record  exists,  but  the  payment  from  the  Exchequer  of 
£5  19s.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  master  (less  fees),  and  £5  to  the 
usher,  would  lead  to  that  conclusion:  The  earliest  feojBment 
is  dated  27th  April,  1587,  by  James  Weston  Zachary  Babington 
and  others,  conveying  a  house  thep  used  as  a  school,  and  a 
garden  attached  for  the  purpose  of  a  Free  Grammar  School. 
The  present  schoolhouse  was  built  in  1692,  at  the  joint  expense 
of  the  Corporation  and  the  Conduit  Lands  feoffees. 

The  revenues  of  the  Grammar  School  founded  by  Bishop 
Smyth,  for  St.  John's  Hospital,  have  been  transferred  to  the 
Free  Grammar  School  (excepting  the  master's  salary). 

When  the   Charity   Commissioners  visited  Lichfield,   the 

incomes  of  the  two  masters  were  as  under : — 

Head  Master.  £   s.  d. 

From  Exchequer 5  19    4 

Corporation  (inclQdiiig  £3  68.  8d.,  firom  Walker's  Grant  to  the  >   ne    n    r^ 
Master  of  the  HosiJtal  School)  j  35    0    0 

Conduit  Lands  Trustees  35    0    0 

£75  19    4 
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£  8.  d. 

From  Exchequer 5  0  0 

Corporation  (mdading  Walker's  £1 138. 4d.)  10  0  0 

Conduit  Lands  TniBtees  10  0  0 

The  Master  of  St.  John's  Hospital 5  0  0 

£30    0    0 
The  Bums  of  £1  6s.  8d.  each,  giyen  by  Dean  Wilkes  to  six* 
hospital  scholars,  are  also  paid  to  six  poor  bojs  in  this  School. 
These  boys  are  appointed  by  the  baili&  and  receive  their  eda- 
cation  gratis. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  in  the  Lichfield  Town 
Council  Chamber,  as  to  the  right  of  the  Corporation  to  elect  the 
head-master,  instead  of  the  trustees.  The  arguments  of  the 
corporation  are  chiefly  grounded  on  the  fact  that  the  school- 
house  was  rebuilt  in  1692,  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Corporation 
and  the  conduit  lands  feoffees;  and  as  an  elucidation  of  the 
dispute,  the  following  report  of  one  of  the  Town  Council 
discussions  is  appended : — 

"Lielfield  Tovm   Couneilr-^anuar^  8,  1859. 

"  THE  FREE  GBJLMMAR  SCHOOL. 
''Mr.  Alderman  Dyott  said  the  subject  had  been  so  often  brought  before  the 
Council  that  many  of  the  members  knew  as  much  of  the  matter  as  himself;  but 
for  the  information  of  those  new  members  who  were  not  present  at  the  previous 
discussions  which  had  taken  place  on  the  question  durmg  the  kst  seven  years, 
he  read  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  various  Charities 
in  Lichfield,  which,  respecting  the  Grammar  School,  the  conduit  lands  deed 
recites,  that  part  of  the  school-house  in  St.  John-street  had  been  lately  purchased 
by  the  feoffees  of  the  conduit  lands;  and  that  likewise  the  feoffees  had 
built  with  the  money  arising  out  of  the  conduit  lands;  and  that  it  had 
been  decided  by  the  late  feoffees  that  the  land  so  purchased,  and  that 
the  house  so  built,  together  with  the  appurtenances,  should  be  for  ever 
to  the  use  of  the  Free  School,  in  the  dty  of  Lichfield;  and  for  the  habita- 
tion of  the  master  thereof,  and  his  successors  for  ever,  as  being  a  common 
benefit  for  the  dty.  Other  extracts  from  the  same  report  were  read  by  Mr. 
Dyott,  relating  to  St.  John's  Hospital  School,  which  had  been  incorporated  with, 
and  part  of  its  revenues  had  been  transferred  to,  the  Free  Grammar  School ;  and 
abo  to  Dean  Walker's  Grant,  for  its  support.  He  also  adverted  to  the  payment 
of  £10 19s.  4d.  per  annum  by  the  Exchequer,  and  £13  per  annum  by  the  Corpora- 
tion (the  latter  being  £1  6s.  8d.  each  to  six  poor  boys  of  the  Grammar  School, 
with  £3  68.  8d.  to  the  master,  and  £1  13s.  4d.  to  the  usher  of  St.  John's 
Hospital  School),  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  that  the  appointment  of  the  master 
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of  the  Grammar  School  belongs  to  the  Corporation,  and  not  to  the  Charity 
Trustees.  In  bringing  forward  the  question  he  (Mr.  Dyott)^  said  he  had  no 
interest  whatever;  but  he  had  two  reasons  for  bringing  the  matter  before  thmn  at 
that  time.  One  reason  was,  because  in  consequence  of  the  present  master  having 
become  incapacitated,  another  master  (for  which  important  office  it  was  said 
there  are  36  candidates),  had  to  be  appointed.  The  second  reason  was,  that  there 
are  two  opinions  on  the  matter,  as  to  whether  the  Corporation  have  the  right  to 
appoint.  He  thought  the  right  belonged  to  the  Corporation,  as  stated  by  Mr. 
Green,  and  not  to  the  Charity  Trustees,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Cole.  The  School 
had  been  rebuilt  a  few  years  ago ;  and  in  performance  of  a  public  duty,  the  Cor- 
poration ought  not  to  wipe  their  hands  of  the  trust,  but  make  the  School  what  it 
ought  to  be— a  frte  School.  In  order  that' divided  opinion  on  the  subject  might 
no  longer  exist,  he  moved  the  following  resolution : — 'Thafr  it  was  desirable  to 
settle  the  point — whether  the  appointment  of  the  master  of  the  Grammar  School 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Council,  or  not ;  and  as  the  opinions  of  the  two  Counsel 
had  upon  the  question,  in  1848,  do  not  agree,  the  Town  Clerk  be  directed  to 
submit  a  case  for  the  opinion  of  Sir  Richard  BetheU,  the  Solicitor-General, 
thereon.' — Mr.  Tanner  seconded  the  motion. — Aid.  Birch  thought  the  Council 
very  much  indebted  to  Aid.  Dyott  for  bringing  the  question  forward ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  might  say  he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  two  gentlemen  who  had  given  their  opmions  on  the  question,  for  he 
reaUy  thought  that  if  Mr.  Green  had  confined  himself  to  the  facts  of  the  case 
which  had  been  laid  before  him ;  and  not  gone  out  of  his  way  by  assuming  what 
did  not  exist,  he  would  have  come  to  the  same  opinion  as  the  other  gentleman 
had  done.  Mr.  Birch  then  proceeded  to  read  a  portion  of  Mr.  Green's  opinion, 
to  illustrate  his  remarks — adding,  that  in  reference  to  the  Exchequer  payment 
not  being  voluntary — ^and  proving  that  it  was  not  voluntary— that  40  years'  grant 
had  been  recovered  from  the  Government  at  one  time,  he  conclued  by  moving 
an  amendment  that  no  opinion  be  taken  on  the  subject. — ^Mr.  Brassington 
seconded  the  amendment,  which  was  supported  by  Mr.  Morgan. — ^Mr.  Dyott 
replied,  and  the  amendment  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  II  to  ^.^'—Sie^ordshire 
Advertiser,  Jan.  13, 1859. 

The  present  state  of  the  School  may  be  had  from  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  half-yearly  examination^  in  June,  1 859. 

HALF-YEABIiY  REPORT. 

On  Friday,  the  17th  June,  1859,  the  trustees  of  this  School  and  the  feoffees 
of  the  Lichfield  Conduit  Lands  Trust,  assembled  at  the  School,  St.  John  Street, 
when  the  reports  of  the  examiners  were  read  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Lichfield,  who  afterwards  delivered  the  prizes.  The  following  report  is  from 
Y.  J.  Yaillant,  Esq.,  B.A.  of  the  Universities  of  Paris  and  Amiens  :— 

"At  the  request  of  the  rev.  head  master,  I  have  examined  the  pupils  of  the 
Lichfield  Grammar  School  in  the  Frcndi  language ;  and  it  is  now  my  pleasant 
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duty  to  bear  witness  to  the  success  with  which  they  have  acquitted  themseires 
of  both  the  oral  and  the  written  examinations.  In  reading  and  pronunciation  I 
found  them  clear,  accurate,  and  pure;  in  the  knowledge  of  grammar  well 
grounded,  whether  tried  in  accidence  or  syntax ;  in  translation  from  French  or 
English  equally  ready  and  true.  Of  the  spoken  French  I  can  say  but  little, 
owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  time  devoted  by  me  to  the  inspection ;  but  what 
little  I  heard  was  correct  and  idiomatic.  Considering  how  short  the  studies  and 
how  few  the  opportunities  of  the  young  students,  I  am  happy  to  state  that,  in  my 
.opinion,  their  state  of  proficiency  reflects  the  greatest  credit  upon  learners  and 
masters  alike ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that,  should  it  be  my  privilege  to  examine 
them  again  next  year,  I  shall  find  a  steady  and  great  improvement,  of  which  the 
progress  of  the  last  six  months  is  to  me  a  sure  earnest.  Of  the  drawing,  on 
which  I  have  also  been  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion,  I  think  it  almost  sufficient 
to  leave  the  judgment  to  the  trustees  themselves,  from  the  specimens  which 
adorn  the  school-room.  All  will  agree  with  me  that  they  shew  how  well  the  eye 
has  been  trained,  and  the  hand  broken,  in  both  studies  from  copies,  from  casts, 
and  from  natural  objects.  The  free  hand  and  the  geometrical  designs,  the 
sketches  also  fhnn  plants,  flowers,  and  other  things,  exhibit  pure  lines,  a  good 
notion  of  the  picturesque,  coupled  with  a  sound  understanding  and  correct 
application  of  the  leading  principles  of  perspective.  All,  in  a  word,  are  very 
praiseworthy,  and  would  bear  comparison  with  the  works  of  students  in  the 
Government  Schools  of  Art.  Illness  has  prevented  the  Kev.  Wm.  Drake  to 
present  to  you  the  Keport  of  the  Examination  held  by  himself  in  classics,  mathe- 
matics, and  English.  On  referring  to  the  letter  in  which  he  announced  the  cause 
of  his  absence  from  this  meeting,  I  find  the  impressions  he  received  equally 
favourable  with  mine.  He  indeed  states  that  '  In  his  brief  examination  of  the 
classes  in  the  School  he  quite  satisfied  himself  that  the  boys  were  being  well  and 
soundly  instructed  in  classics  stnd  mathematics ;  and  that  during  the  short  time 
the  rev.  head  master  has  been  at  Lichfield,  he  must  have  labour^  with  great 
energy  and  with  great  success  to  get  the  School  into  proper  working  order.  He 
was  much  pleased  with  the  general  bearing  and  address  of  the  boys.'  A  fuller 
report  may  be  sent  in ;  but  into  whatever  details  it  should  enter,  it  casnot  leave 
a  better  impression  than  the  few  words  I  have  extracted  from  his  letter." 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  Mr.  Drake's  report. 

"  To  the  Trustees  qf  Lichfield  School. 

"Gentlemen. — At  the  request  of  your  head  master,  I  lately  examined  the 
senior  classes  in  the  Gh^mmar  School,  at  Lidifield,  as  to  their  proficiency  in  the 
subjects  they  have  been  studying  for  the  last  six  months.  A  bug  experience  as 
a  master  and  an  examiner  of  schools  warrant  me  in  saying  that  the  boys  whom  I 
examined  gave  evidence  of  having  been  carefully  taught  both  in  classics  and 
mathematics ;  the  Euclid  especially  being  well  done,  while  their  gentlemanly 
bearing  and  address  prove  to  me  that  the  discipline  of  the  School  is  well  main- 
tained.   I  have  no  doubt  that  the  froita  of  Mr,  Enig^f  a  exertions  to  raise  the 
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character  of  your  school,  will  become  more  and  more  apparent  every  year.  At 
present  he  has  not  been  long  enough  at  work  to  do  so  much  with  the  boys  as 
may  be  expected  after  another  year  or  two. 

"  1  am  Gentlemen,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

**  WiLLIAK  DbAKE, 

''  Divinity  Examiner  in  the  University  of  London. 
"  Trinity  Vicarage,  June  17, 1859." 

The  Bishop  in  presenting  the  prizes  delivered  a  most  feeling  address  to  the 
boys  of  the  school,  and  highly  complimented  the  head  master  (the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Knight)  on  the  gratifying  reports  which  had  been  read,  and  the  apparent  efficiency 
of  the  school.  The  appearance  and  gentlemanly  bearing  of  the  boys  was  parti- 
cularly remarked  by  the  examiners  and  trustees.  At  the  conclusion  of  the 
proceedings  the  trustees  were  entertained  by  the  head  master. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  prizes  awarded  according  to  classes  : — 

1st.  Class— John  Wilson  Hill,  for  highest  number  of  marks;  William 
Packwood  2nd. ;  William  Dennis  Allen,  Greek ;  Lewis  Walton,  extra  piize, 
having  been  promoted  from  the  2nd  class. 

2nd.  Class — ^William  Pridmore,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  William 
Henry  Tanner,  2nd. 

3rd.  Class— John  Bush  Pamell,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  Walter 
Birch,  2nd. 

4th.  Class — ^Adam  A.  Gordon,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  Herbert  F. 
W.  Hichardson,  2nd. 

5th.  Class— Prederick  A.  Tibbets,  for  the  highest  number  of  marks ;  John 
L.  Coxon,  2nd. 

Prizes  for  Drawing. — The  following  obtained  prizes  in  this  Class,  1st,  James 
Cresswell;  2nd,  Henry  Birch;  3rd,  John  C.  HoUier ;  4th,  Charles  A.  Garratt; 
and  5th,  Edward  Hodgkinson. 

List  of  present  Trustees. 

The    Rev.  Trevor  Owen  Biimes  Floyer,   of   Oldershawj 

the  Rev.  John  Muckleston^  the  Rev.  Thomas  Parr,  Thomas 

Rowley,  Esq.,  M.D.,  Mr.  Stephen  Brassington,  Mr.  Thomas 

Johnson,  Mr.  Samuel  Spofforth,  Mr.  Joseph  Potter,  Mr.  Major 

Butler  Morgan,  and  Mr.  Halford  WottonHewitt,  aU  of  Lichfield. 

The  present  head-master  receives  as  follows  : — 

£   8.  d. 

Mrs.  Sherratt's  Grant  25    0  0 

From  the  Exchequer 5  18  0 

From  the  Corporation  3    6  8 

Dean  Walker's  Grant    1  13  4 

Prom  St.  John's  Hospital 5    0  0 

Prom  Condnit  Lands  Trustees    60    0  0 

£90  18    0 
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The  head-master  lives  rent  free.  There  are  no  exhibi- 
tions. There  are  are  about  twenty  day  boys,  s-ix  of  whom  are 
free ;  the  others  pay  eight  guineas  per  annum.  The  six  free 
boys  actually  receive  £1  6s.  8d.  each  :  they  do  not  pay  anything 
at  school.  The  opinion  respecting  the  Grammar  School  is  ge- 
nerally favourable.  The  present  usher*s  names  are  Messrs. 
Jones  and  Mitchell. 


MINOR^S  ENGLISH  SCHOOL. 

This  School  was  founded  by  Thomas  Minors,  of  Lichfield, 
who,  in  his  wiU,  dated  3rd  July,  1677,  gave  a  messuage  and 
adjoining  appurtenances,  at  the  upper  end  of  Bore-street,  for 
a  school-house,  wherein  "  30  poor  boys  shall  be  taught  to  read, 
until  capable  of  reading  chapters  well  in  the  bible.''  These  boys 
were  to  be  taught  free ;  and  should  be  the  sons  of  those  poor 
inhabitants  only,  who  were  not  able  "  to  keep  their  children  at 
home  at  their  own  charge.'' 

He  also  ordered  that  when  but  three  of  the  feoffees  survived, 
four  more  should  be  elected  by  them ;  that  the  upper  rooms  be 
let,  and  the  rent  be  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the  school  room ; 
and  that  that  part  of  the  premises  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
entry  of  the  premises,  and  the  cellar  and  garden  ^hould  be 
rent-free  to  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster. 

He  also  devised  four  closes  of  land  at  Lemondsley  (now 
three  fields), — the  rent  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  his 
salary;  and  he  added  as  follows: — "6s.  8d.  annually  for 
wine  and  cakes  for  the  Trustees,  on  Saint  Thomas's  day,  when 
he  '  introated '  them  to  visit  the  School ;  and  should  they  find 
the  schoolmaster  not  able  or  willing  to  do  his  duty  as  such,  tliey 
were  to  discharge  him,  and  elect  another :  this  6s.  8d.  to  be  a 
rent-charge  on  his  then  dwelling-house,  in  Sadler-street. " 

He  also  gave  13s.  4d.  yearly  to  repair  the  school-house;  and 
6s.  8d.  yearly  for  coals,  to  bo  used  for  the  scholars ;  and  for 
these  purposes  he  left  to  his  feoffees  a  close  of  land  at  Mattacott 
lane — the  whole  of  the  rent  to  be  kept  for  these  two  purposes. 


MmOB^S  ENGLISH   SCHOOL.  97 

The  master  now  occupies  the  whole  of  the  premises  as  a 
residence^  free  of  all  charge^  except  the  paving  and  lighting 
rate ;  and  the  School  is  provided  with  coals. 

Jesson^s  Gift  to  the  School. 

William  Jesson,  by  will  18th  March,  1685,  gave  20s.  yearly 
for  bibles  for  those  boys  ''  whose  parents  should  not  be  able  to 
buy  them/^  This  is  a  rent-charge  on  some  land  adjoining  the 
school-land,  at  Lemondsley ;  and  at  the  present  day,  when  a 
boy  leaves  the  School,  he  has  a  bible  given  to  him.  At  the 
same  time,  all  books  in  the  School  are  provided  free. 

JoAK  Parker's  Gift. 

Joan  Parker,  by  will,  5th  November,  1727,  gave  the  interest 
on   £20  per  annum  to  increase  the   schoolmaster's  salaiy. 

Newton's  Gift. 

Andrew  Newton,  of  Lichfield,  by  will,  17th  January,  1801, 
gave  to  certain  trustees,  '^for  the  further  support  of  the 
said  School,  at  their  discretion,'^  the  dividends  of  £3,333  6s.  8d., 
three  per  cent  consols,  upon  the  death  of  Mary  Wiseham. 

At  the  present  day  there  are  on  the  list  30  free  boys  and  30 
that  pay  2d.  per  week  for  their  education  and  books,  under  the 
tuition  of  Mr.  S.  Biggs,  who  is  assisted  by  students  from  the 
Diocesan  Training  CoUege,  at  Lichfield.  The  attendance  of 
the  boys  averages  50. 

A  short  time  ago,  the  Trustees  adopted  an  8d.  charge,  in 
place  of  ^d.  per  week ;  but  as  it  was  found  detrimental  to  the 
School,  it  was  reduced  again  to  the  2d. 

Terrick's  Charity  fob  Education. 

Humphrey  Terrick,  by  will,  7th  May,  1652,  gave  the  rents 
of  a  messuage  in  Tamworth-street,  for  the  purpose  of  ^'teaching 
poor  children  to  spell  and  read.'' 

A  messuage  built  upon  the  original  site  was  leased  on  the 
24th  June,  1817,  to  W.  T.  Higgins,  for  46  years,  at  a  yearly 
rent  of  £3.  The  old  house  having  gone  to  decay,  a  previous 
tenant  had  built  a  good  dwelling-house  in  its  place — ^the  first 
lease  of  which,  Higgins  had  bought,  and  relinquished  to  the 
Corporation  for  the  one  above-named.  It  is  said  that  when  the 
lease  is  out  it  will  let  for  £25  per  annum  at  least. 
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There  is  also  £200,  three  per  cent  consols,  belonging  to  this 
Charity. 

A  few  children  are  sent  to  a  Subscription  Charity  School  in 
the  city ;  and  the  rent  and  dividends  above-named  are  paid  in 
consideration  of  their  being  taught  free. 


ABSTEACT  OF  OTHER  CHARITIES. 

Minster  Charity. — £5  per  annum,  interest  on  £100  (value 
of  materials  of  the  Cathedral,  sold  during  the  civil  wars  of 
Charles  I.),— £2  to  St.  Mary's,  30s.  to  St.  Chad's,  and  30s.  to 
St.  Michael's — distributed  in  3d.  loaves,  on  St.  Thomas's  day. 

Nevill's  Charity. — In  1639,  John  NeviU  gave  £6  per 
annum,  out  of  the  rents  of  eight  houses  in  London — £3  to  the 
poor  of  Stow-street,  after  morning  service  at  Church,  in  bread ; 
and  £3  among  the  poor  of  the  city,  indiscriminately. 

Deakins'  Charity. — Francis  and  John  Deakin  gave  £1  each, 
out  of  .the  rent  of  lands — 10s.  for  a  sermon  at  St.  Mary's ;  and 
10s.  in  6d.  loaves  to  the  poor  housekeepers  of  the  city,  on  the 
Wednesday  after  A^h-Wednesday. 

Humphrey  Maddock's  Charity. — ^Humphrey  Maddock,  in 
1586,  gave  13s.  4d.  per  annum  to  the  poorest  householders  in 
the  city — ^to  be  distributed  on  Good  Friday.  This  has  since 
increased  to  £8,  and  is  distributed  in  small  sums,  as  ordered. 

Budd's  Charity. — ^Margaret  Budd,  1627,  gave  24s.  an- 
nually— to  be  given  to  12  poor  widows  on  Good  Friday  and 
Christmas-eve. 

Hawkes's  Charity. — William  Ha^es,  by  will,  1631,  gave 
6s.  8d.  each  for  two  sermons,  to  be  preached  in  St.  Mary's — 
one  on  Care  Sunday  (that  before  Palm),  and  the  other  on  Palm 
Sunday ;  also  the  remainder  of  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  land,  near 
Gnestlingham,  to  the  poor  attending  such  sermons,  at  the  north 
door  of  St.  Mary's,  after  service ;  also  the  interest  of  £40  for 
the  poor  of  the  city.  The  last  has  been  lost;  but  the  land 
produces  £8  per  annum. 
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BiDDULPH^s  Chabitieb. — Simon  Biddulph,  in  1632,  left  50s. 
on  Good  Friday,  and  50s.  on  Christmas-eve,  to  the  poor  of 
Lichfield,  charged  on  a  farm  at  Hammerwich. 

Mbs.  Dilkes^s  Charity. — Mrs.  Dilkes,  in  1673,  gave  10s. 
per  annum — ^to  be  be  given  on  Lady-day,  to  30  honest  poor 
widows ;  and  also  5s.  per  annum  towards  repairing  St.  Mary's 
Church. 

Hinton's  Charity. — ^Eoger  Hinton,  in  1684,  gave :  1st, — 
the  rent  of  the  piece  of  land,  called  Colt  Croft ;  and  two  pieces 
called  Bentidoles,  for  poor  householders  in  Burton  and  Kicker- 
scote.  2nd — 15s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Stafibrd  Green. 
3rd — £12  per  annum  to  the  poor  of  Lichfield;  and  £5  per 
annum,  in  addition,  for  the  same  purposes.  In  1820,  the  sum 
distributed  emiounted  to  £25  13s. 

Mousley*s  Charity. — Samuel  Mousley,  in  1733,  gave  £100 
for  the  use  of  the  poor ;  and  a  variety  of  house  and  landed  pro- 
perties. In  1776,  these  properties  were  surveyed  for  about  40 
acres;  and  the  rentals  in  1821  were  £220  4s.  6d.  There  is  also 
the  interest  of  £150  (£5).      Prom  these  amounts   there   are 

paid  :— 

£  8.  d. 

Vicar's  Choral  (rent) 2  10  4 

Master  of  St.  John's  Hospital 17  8 

BorgageRent 0    10 

King's  Rent   0    3  4 

Collector's  Salary 2  10  0 

The  Dispensary  receives  £5  as  a  subscription  and  the 
remainder  is  given  in  sums  of  from  10s.  to  40s.  to  the  poor. 

Wakefield's  Charity. — ^Richard  Wakefield,  in  1733,  gave 
to  poor  housekeepers,  who  did  not  receive  alms  or  parish  pay, 
all  the  rents  of  his  properties;  out  of  which  the  constables, 
churchwardens,  and  overseers  were  to  receive  for  distributing, 
30s.  for  an  entertainment,  and  10s.  for  keeping  the  accounts. 
In  1821,  the  total  number  of  acres  was  48;  and  the  rents 
amounted  to  £197  6s.,  subject  to  outgoings  £11  lis. — distri- 
buted on  Michaelmas-day,  in  sums  of  5s.  to  20s. 

Ashmole's  Chabitt. — ^Elias  Ashmole  gave  £2  per  annum 
(interest  on  £60),  for  20  poor  women,  as  per  Corporation  books. 
There  is  no  will  existing. 
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RoBiNSON^s  Charity. — ^Luke  Robinson  gave  by  will,  1764, 
£300 — ^the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Lich- 
field, on  Christmas-eve.  This  has  increased  to  £650  in  the 
three  per  cents. 

Taylor's  Charity. — Mrs.  Taylor  gave  15s.  (rent  of  three 
acres,  Lower  Boley) — to  be  distributed  at  Christmas,  to  the 
poor  of  Lichfield. 

The  Dean  and  Chapter's  Gift. — The  Dean  and  Chapter 
give  £13,  and  the  Sacrist  £3  annually,  in  bread  ajid  money 
to  the  poor,  out  of  their  revenues. 

Newton's  Charity. — Andrew  Newton  gave  by  will,  in  1798, 
£20,000,  three  per  cent  consolidated  annuities  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  widows  and  unmarried  daughters  of  Clergymen  of 
the  Established  Church — £3000  to  be  laid  out  in  land  and 
habitations.  All  recipients  to  be  50  years  of  age  and  upwards. 
No  one  to  receive  more  than  £40  per  ann. ;  and  those  related  to 
members  of  Lichfield  Cathedral  to  be  preferred — ^next  to  those, 
members  of  the  same  diocese ;  but  none  to  be  admitted  who 
had  £30  per  annum  income  of  their  own.  He  appointed  four 
trustees,  but  they  were  to  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  Lichfield-  This  donor  also  gave  by  his  will, 
£21,289  14s.,  reduced  annuities,  for  the  like  purposes,  to  which 
£1200  (accumulations),  were  afterwards  added.  The  premises, 
when  first  erected,  had  apartments  for  16  persons;  but  only  10 
pensioners,  with  £35  per  annum,  were  admitted.  In  1804, 
they  were  increased  to  12,  and  the  pension  to  £40;  but  soon 
after,  buildings  for  four  more  were  erected,  and  20  admitted. 
In  1813,  the  pensions  were  advanced  to  £50;  and  when  any 
pensioner  dies,  the  half-year's  pay  is  given  to  the  representa- 
tives.  The  average  incidental  expenses  are  about  £150  per 
annum.     The  accounts  are  audited  every  Christmas. 

The  trustees  did  wrong  in  giving  £50  instead  of  £40  to  each 
person,  as  ordered  by  the  founder.  Thus  4  persons  enjoy  the 
pension  that  5  should  have ;  and  the  benefit  of  the  foundation 
is  curtailed. 

Simpson's  Charity. — ^Mrs.  Phoebe  Simpson  gave,  in  1807, 
£400,  Navy  5  per  cents — to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary ^s. 


LICHFISLD   CHAAITIB8.  101 

St.  Chad's,  and  St.  Michaers,  and  the  Hospital  of  St.  John,  in 
four  equal  parts,  yearly. 

Dawes's  Charity. — 20s.  paid  by  Lord  Anson's  agent, 
equally  between  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Chad's,  for  the  poor,  at 
Lady-day,  annually.  # 

Chetwynd  and  Plcmee's  Charity. — ^Walter  Chetwynd  and 
Eichard  Plumer  gave,  in  1730,  £200  to  the  poor  of  St.  Chad's, 
and  £200  to  the  poor  of  St.  Michael's,  the  interest  thereof 
(being  laid  out  in  land),  to  be  given  to  good  purposes.  This 
has  been  done  in  apprenticeship  fees,  and  small  giPbs  to  the 
poor — £16  8s.  per  annum  to  each  parish. 

Allinqton's  Charity. — John  Allington,  in  the  reign  of 
James  T.,  gave  £3  per  annum  (rent-charge  on  land  called  the 
Shaws,  in  the  parish  of  Longdon) ;  and  £1  per  annum  (rent- 
charge  on  a  house  in  Boar-street,  Lichfield) ;  in  weekly  bread 
to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's. 

Edge's  Charity. — Richard  Edge  gave  in  1773,  the  sum  of 
£30,  the  interest  to  be  given  in  twopenny  white  loaves,  on 
Christmas  Eve,  or  the  day  before,  to  the  poor  of  St.  Mary's. 

An  unknown  benefactor's  gift  amounted  in  1785  to 
£61  5s.  6d.,  in  the  Lichfield  Bank;  and  the  interest  (£2  2s.),  is 
given  yearly  to  20  poor  widows. 

Uttino's  Charity. — John  Utting  gave  in  the  13th  of  James  I., 
the  rent  of  a  house  and  garden  in  Boar-street,  for  repairing 
the  Church  of  St.  Mary.  In  1822^  the  house  was  worth  from 
£20  to  £25  per  annum. 

Church  Labtds  of  St.  Michael. — This*  Charity,  amounting 
to  about  £125  per  annum,  is  devoted  to  the  repairs,  and  other 
purposes,  of  St.  Michael's. 

Bailey's  Charity. — Elizabeth  Bailey,  in  1736,  gave  the 
rent  of  a  meadow,  in  Potter's  Green,  Abbots  Bromley,  to  be 
divided  between  the  poor  of  St.  Michael's  and  the  poor  of 
Newton.     The  rent  is  about  £5  per  annum. 

Greenwood's  Charity. — Gregory  Greenwood  gave  (date 
nnknown),  £1  per  annum,  out  of  the  rent  of  a  house  in  Lom- 
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bard-street — ;to  be  distributed  by  the  Cliurchwapdena  to  tbe 
poor  of  St.  Michael's. 

Turnpenny's  Charity. — Mr.  Turnpenny  (date  unknown), 
gave  6s.  8d.  (rent-charge  on  land  in  Smithfield),  for  bread  to 
be  given  to  the  poor  of  Bacon-stj^et,  on  Holy  Thursday. 

Jackson's  Charity. — Thomas  Jackson  gave  (about  1809), 
6s.  8d.  per  annum  (rent-charge  on  a  house  in  Stowe-street),  to 
the  Minister  of  St.  Chad's  Church,  for  preaching  a  sermon 
therein  on  Whit  or  Trinity  Sunday. 

Simpson's  Charity. — Alice  Simpson  gave,  in  1696,  a  yearly 
gift  of  10s.  to  five  poor  widows  in  Stowe  -street,  and  five  in 
Bacon-street,  on  St.  Thomas's-day.  To  be  paid  by  the  minis- 
ters, wardens,  and  overseers  of  Stowe. 

Collins's  Charity. — George  Collins,  in  1637,  gave  ten 
acres  of  land  called  the  Well  Crofts,  and  Well  Croft's  Moor, 
in  the  lordship  of  Pipe,  to  provide  yearly  four  new  gowns  to 
four  poor  women,  at  the  hands  of  the  Corporation — the  cost  of 
the  gowns  not  to  be  less  than  £3. 

Mathews's  Charity. — Humphrey  Mathews,  in  1645,  gave 
two  acres  of  land  called  Acre  Yard,  two  acres  of  land  called 
Whisich,  and  two  acres  of  land  called  Dovehouse  Field.  The  Cor- 
poration are  the  Trustees.  20s.  for  two  sermons,  the  first  to  be 
preached  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  year,  at  St.  Mary's 
Church ;  the  second  on  the  Sunday  after  Easter,  at  St.  Chad's 
Church — both  by  the  vicar  of  St.  Mary's.  2s.  to  the  bailiff  or 
mayor,  and  the  balance  to  be  laid  out  in  waistcoats  or  gowns 
for  the  poor  widows — to  be  given  away  annually  on  St. 
Thomas's-day.  The  whole  of  the  rents  should  be  laid  out,  after 
paying  for  the  sermon  preaching,  in  the  purchase  of  gowns  for 
poor  widows,  as  far  as  it  will  go  ;  it  is  now  about  £25. 

Finney's  Charity. — William  Finney,  about  1684,  gave  by 
will  to  the  bailiff  and  magistrates  of  Lichfield,  £120,  which  was 
devoted  to  purchasing  63  acres  of  land,  to  give  to  22  poor  men 
and  10  poor  widows  of  the  city,  three  weeks  after  Michaelmas, 
a  load  of  coals  and  Is.  each,  on  Christmas-eve;  and  a  cloth 
gown  yearly,  marked  on  the  sleeves  ^'  W.  F."     Also,  capes  to 
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the  22  men,  and  money  of  equal  value  to  tlie  widows ;  and  £3 
per  annum  to  the  trustees  for  their  trouble — his  own  relations 
and  members  of  the  Church  of  England  to  be  preferred.  In 
1820,  the  income  of  this  Charity  amounted  to  £222  16s.,  and  in 
the  year  preceding  as  many  as  116  men  and  58  widows  were 
relieved. 


AUDLEY. 


AuDLBT,  or  Alditheley,  is  five  miles  from  Newcastle-under-Lyme. 
It  contains  about  5,000  inhabitants,  and  8,000  acres  of  land, 
divided  into  seven  townships.  The  vicarage  is  held  by  the 
Rev.  C.  P.  Wilbraham,  with  an  income  of  between  £500  and 
£600. 

The  Free  School  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Edward  Vernon, 
in  the  9th  James  I.,  by  an  endowment  of  £120;  and  WiUiam 
Johnson  also  gave  £100  for  the  "maintenance  of  a  Free  Gram- 
mar School,  and  a  su£Bicient  learned  and  godly  schoolmaster  to 
teach  and  train  up  young  men  and  children  in  knowledge 
and  learning.'' 

In  1619,  a  school-house,  which  had  been  erected  by  the 
parishioners  and  inhabitants  in  the  churchyard  of  Audley,  was 
conveyed  (with  the  consent  of  the  ordinary,  patron,  and  incum- 
bent), with  a  right  of  way  thereto  through  the  churchyard,  to 
the  trustees  for  the  use  of  the  scholars. 

In  addition  to  the  above  endcgv^ment  funds,  the  following 
bequests  were  subsequently  made : — 

John  Stonier 60    0  0 

Thomas  Lovatt 50    0  0 

John  Middleton   50    0  0 

Dorothy  Smith 5    0  0 

Thomas  Twiss  2  10  0 

LadyBeUot  100    0  0 
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The  whole  of  these  bequests,  except  Lady  Beliefs,  have  been 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  and  the  rents,  with  £4  interest 
per  annum  for  the  last  named  £100,  are  paid  to  the  school- 
master. Lady  Bellot  left  her  legacy  on  the  following  con- 
ditions : — That  eight  children  (at  the  most),  of  the  tenants  of 
her  estates  at  Wolstanton  should  be  taught  to  read  English,  or 
else  four  to  be  taught  grammar — such  children  to  be  nominated 
by  the  Vicar  of  Audley,  and  by  Robert  Berks  and  his  succes- 
sors ;  but  the  schoolmaster  was  to  receive  the  interest  of  the 
£100  whether  such  children  were  sent  or  not. 

A  parchment  copy  of  the  orders,  by  E.  Vernon,  the  founder, 
ordains  that  two  proctors  be  chosen  by  the  feoffees,  to  oversee 
all  things  concerning  the  school  and  master;  and  should  the 
master  misconduct  himself  or  neglect  his  scholars,  that  they 
should  give  him  a  quarter's  notice  to  quit ;  also  that  they 
should  let  the  lands,  receive  the  rents,  and  pay  the  master. 

That  when  the  feoffees  were  reduced  to  three  or  four,  they 
were  to  elect  a  number  to  make  them  17  in  the  whole,  of  the 
"  same  generation  and  progeny  "  as  were  then  put  in  trust. 

That  the  schoolmaster  should  freely  teach  all  the  children 
inhabiting  within  the  parish  of  Audley,  and  the  children  of  them 
that  were  bom  in  the  parish,  and  not  elsewhere— 4£?i/Aou^ 
receiving  any  money  or  money's  worth. 

That  all  other  scholars  coming  from  any  other  place  were  to 
agree  with  the  schoolmaster,  or  else  not  to  come  there ;  and  to 
pay  at  their  entrance  sixpence  towards  the  upholding  of  tho  said 
school-house. 

At  the  time  of  the  Charity  Commissioners'  visit,  in  1824,  the 
lands,  rents,  and  leg^y  were  as  follows  :-*- 

£  8.  d. 

Two  honses  and  37  acres  of  land  at  Tcan 67    0  0 

Land  at  Knutton  (14  acres)  40    0  0 

Meadow  at  Ravenshall  (Ll  2&.  1p.) 3  18  0 

Land  at  Eardley  end  6  10  0 

BeUot's  legacy 4    0  0 

£120    8    0 
Audley  is  an  out-of-the-way,  quiet  place,  and  on  my  visit  I 

found  the  School  was  just  recovering  from  a  violent  bloodletting, 

performed  by  the  doctors  of  the  Court  of  Chanoexy. 
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It  seems  that  by  an  indenture^  dated  25tli  of  March^  1830^ 
that  the  Tean  lands^  &c.^  were  exchanged  for  other  lands 
situated  at  Wynbrook,  with  the  consent  of  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield. 

In  July,  1835,  an  information  was  filed  against  the  Trustees, 
by  the  Attorney-General,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  * 
proportions  in  which  the  income  of  the  Charity  was  distribu- 
table between  the  School  and  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and  for  a 
scheme  for  the  future  government  of  the  School.  In  that  year 
a  decree  was  made,  referring  it  to  the  master  to  make  enquiries 
and  take  accounts. 

Whoever  instituted  this  suit  could  not  be  aware  that  the 
only  mixture  of  school  and  poor  properties  was  in  the  benefac- 
tion of  Thomas  Twiss,  who  simply  ordered  one  moiety  of  the 
land  rents,  purchased  with  his  gift  of  £5,  to  be  paid  *to  the 
School — or  else  they  wanted  the  School  to  be  carried  away  from 
the  donor's  intentions,  and  made  subservient  to  the  interests  of 
other  parties.  The  latter  most  probably — ^as  the  new  scheme  is 
so  opposed  to  the  founder^s  intentions  and  orders ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  as  a  matter  of  course,  it  is  palpably  injurious  to  the 
parishioners. 

The  decree  of  1835  slumbered  and  slept  until  1851,  when  a 
new  solicitor  was  employed,  and  instructed  to  recover  posses- 
sion of  the  title  deeds  of  the  charity  from  the  former  solicitor^ 
and  to  bring  the  proceedings  to  a  speedy  conclusion. 

In  December,  1851,  the  master  made  his  report  in  answer 
to  the  enquiries  directed  by  the  decree,  and  the  cause  was  set 
down  to  be  heard  for  further  directions. 

By  the  order  made  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause  for  further 
directions,  in  February,  1852,  the  legal  estate  of  portions  of  the 
charity  property  (which  was  outstanding  in  the  heir-at-law  of  a 
deceased  trustee)  was  vested  in  new  trustees,  and  conveyances 
were  directed  to  be  executed  for  vesting  the  other  portions  of 
the  property  in  such  trustees;  the  order  also  directed  the 
Master  in  Chancery  to  settle  a  scheme. 

The  property  was  accordingly  conveyed  by  two  indentures, 
dated  the  12th  of  October,  1852,  which  indentures  were  duly 
enrolled  in  Chancery. 
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The  Master  made  his  report  approving  of  a  scheme,  on  the 
9th  of  August,  1852,  and  the  cause  was  again  set  down  for 
hearing;  and  on  the  22nd  of  November  the  scheme  was 
at  last  approved  of,  and  directed  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  Trustees  at  this  date  were  as  follows : — 

L.  Armitstead,  Esq.,  of  Cranage;  the  Right  Honourable  Hungerford  Baron 
Crewe,  of  Crewe  Hall ;  Ralph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  of  Keel  Hall ;  Charles  Wickstead, 
Esq.,  of  Shakenhurst,  in  the  county  of  Worcester ;  Sir  Thomas  F.  F.  Boughey, 
Bart.,  of  Aqualate  Hall ;  F.  Twemlow,  Esq.,  of  Betley  Court ;  J.  E.  Heathoote, 
Esq.,  of  Apedale  Hall ;  Smith  Child,  Esq.,  of  Rownall  Hall ;  R.  Wilbraham, 
Esq.,  of  Rhode  Heath;  N.  P.  Wood,  Esq.,  of  BignallEnd;  the  Rev.  C.  P. 
Wilbraham,  Vicar  of  Audley ;  the  Rev.  G.  A.  Moore,  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Jackson, 
Thomas  F.  Twemlow,  Esq.,  John  Booth,  Esq.,  John  Hilditch,  Esq.,  ^Ir.  J. 
Hudson,  Mr.  W.  Rubotham,  and  the  Rev.  C.  A.  Tryon, 

The  Scheme  approved  of  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  (the 
approbation  of  the  inhabitants  never  being  considered),  embra- 
ces as  follows  : — 

"  The  Trustees  (Yicar  inclusive)  to  be  nineteen:  when  reduced  to  eight,  the 
number  to  be  filled  up  by  a  new  election. 

The  accounts  to  be  made  up  and  audited  every  first  Thursday  in  March. 
Two  half-yearly  meetings  to  be  held,  in  March  and  September  (first  Thurs- 
days)— five  Trustees  to  form  a  quorum. 

A  Clerk  to  be  appointed,  and  to  be  paid  not  more  than  £10  per  annum. 
Boys  to  be  admitted  without  regard  to  their  parents*  religious  denominations, 
and  to  be  taught  the  rudiments  of  Latin,  if  desired  by  parents. 

"  Boys,  if  six  years  of  age,  to  be  admitted — and  to  pay  not  exceeding  6d.  per 
week. 

"  The  master  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  his  salary  not  to 
be  less  than  £60,  nor  more  than  £100  per  annum. 

The  Trustees  may  appoint  assistant  teacher  or  teachers. 
The  Vicar  to  superintend  the  religious  instruction  of  the  boys,  but  any 
parent  may  object,  in  writing,  to  the  instruction  of  any  of  his  sons  in  the  Church 
catechism. 

"  The  Master  may  be  pensioned  after  20  years'  duty,  at  not  exceeding  £20  per 
annum. 

"  That  all  expenses  of  the  School  firing  and  cleaning  shall  be  provided  out  of 
the  School  funds. 

"  Holidays  not  to  exceed  one  month  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas. 
''Examinations  to  be  held  half-yearly,  and  prizes,  not  exceeding  £5  each 
examination,  to  be  awarded. 

"That  the  School  may  be  sold,  and  another  built,  if  advantageous  to  the 
School 
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"  That  if  the  Committee  of  Privy  Council  make  a  grant  to  the  School,  to  erect 
new  premises,  the  School  shall  be  open  to  Goyemment  inspection. 

"  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Andley  Charities  may  grant  not  exceeding  £20  per 
annum  towards  educating  girls  and  young  boys  in  the  National  School;  and  also 
may  grant  not  exceeding  £20  per  annum  in  clothing,  fuel,  bread,  or  gifts."  (The 
Scheme  does  not  say  to  whom  this  last  £20  is  to  be  given.) 

Mr.  S.  Bate,  of  Springfield,  near  Newcastle,  is  Clerk  to  the 
Trust.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Darbey  is  Master,  at  a  salary  of  801. 
per  annum,  without  a  residence.  There  are  about  sixteen  boys 
in  the  school,  who  pay  6d.  a-week  each,  and  buy  their  own 
books.  The  gross  annual  income  is  about  177Z.  In  past  times 
there  were  from  forty  to  fifty  boys  in  the  school,  but  the  6d.  charge 
has  reduced  them  to  fifteen  or  sixteen. 

The  school  seems  in  complete  confusion  :  the  Vicar  is  dis- 
gusted, the  Master  is  dissatisfied,  and  the  inhabitants  are 
annoyed  at  the  alterations  ordered  by  the  new  scheme,  by  which 
no  one  is  benefitted,  and  the  p9.rishioners  have  to  pay  26s.  per 
annum,  with  an  income  of  about  177Z.  available  for  the  educa- 
tion of  their  children,  i.e.,  more  than  lOZ.  per  annum  for  each. 


ABSTRACT  OP  CHARITIES. 

LuNT^s  Chaeity. — 1682,  WUliam  Lunt  gave  interest  of  £52, 
for  12  penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  for  12  poor  people  of  Audley. 

Middleton's  Charity. — 1691,  John  Middleton  gave  interest 
of  £52,  for  the  like  purpose;  also  £20  (interest  of)  to  buy 
clothes  for  the  aged  and  indigent. 

Veenon's  Charity. — 1711,  Thomas  Vernon  gave  £80,  to  be 
laid  out  in  lands,  in  addition  to  his  great-grandfather^s  gift  of 
40s.  per  annum,  half  to  the  schoolmaster  and  half  to  the  poor. 

Bouohey's  Charity. — 1711,  George  Boughey  gave  interest 

of  £50,  for  teaching  poor  boys. 

Steel's  Charity. — Rev.  Richard  Steel  gave  interest  of  £10, 
for  the  Master  of  the  free  School. 

Pool's  Charity. — 1 714,  Daniel  Pool  gave  interest  of  £50, 
for  teaching  the  children  of  really  poor  people,  to  read,  write, 
and  learn  the  catechism. 

Bourne's  Charity. — John  Bourne  gave  interest  of  £10,  for 
the  poor. 


108  AUDLEY    CHASITIES. 

Cradock's  Charity. — John  Cradock,  of  Betley,  gave  £31, 
and  his  aunt,  Ann  Vernon,  gave  £30,  to  be  added  to  the  fore- 
going Charities. 

Total  of  the  above  Charities,  £385,  was  laid  out  in  land,  &c., 
consisting  of  a  workhouse  and  23  acres  of  land.  About  £500 
has  been  laid  out  in  improving  the  buildings. 

Unwin's  Charity. — 1641,  John  Unwin  gave  £20  each,  to 
Talk,  Park  End,  Knowle  End,  Halmer  End,  Eardley  End,  and 
Bignall  End.  To  be  lent  to  two  young  beginners,  in  sums  of 
£10  each,  in  each  place. 

Abnet's  Charity. — 1628,  William  Abnet  gave  16s.  a  year 
to  be  laid  out  in  4d.  loaves,  and  given  on  Good  Fridays 
annually  to  the  poor  of  Audley,  Betley,  Keele,  and  Wolstanton. 

Dicken's  Charity. — 1771,  Mary  Dicken  gave  12s.  per  annum 
to  Audley,  and  8s.  per  annum  to  Talk,  to  be  laid  out  in  4d. 
loaves,  and  given  away  on  Christmas  Day. 

ViQGARs's  AND  Twiss^s  Charity. — John  Viggars  -and  Thos. 
Twiss,  gave  6s.  worth  of  bread  per  annum,  on  St.  John^s  Day, 
to  the  poor  of  Audley,  Halmer,  Knowle,  and  Bignall  Ends. 

Bocghey's  Charity. — 1788,  George  Boughey  left  £25  per 
annum,  to  be  distributed  in  sums  of  not  less  than  2s.  6d.,  nor 
more  than  40s.,  to  deserving  objects  of  charity. 

Several  charities  have  been  lost  to  this  parish. 

TALK-ON-THE-HILL. 

Brown's  Charity. — 1761,  John  Brown,  of  Newcastle,  and 
Richard  Edensor,  of  Congleton,  gave  £100,  to  be  laid  out  in  land, 
to  pay  the  produce  to  the  Schoolmaster  of  Talk,  for  teaching  25 
poor  children,  of  that  hamlet,  to  read  English,  and  to  pay  for 
their  books. 

Toilet's  Charity. — Mr.  Toilet,  of  Betley,  gave  land,  and  a 
School-house  was  built  on  it,  by  subscription,  in  1760. 

Lunt's  Charity. — 1752,  William  Lunt  and  others  gave  £60, 
the  interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread,  to  be  given  every  Sunday, 
at  Talk  Chapel,  to  the  poor.  This  produces  £3  18s.  per  annum, 
and  8s.  is  given  away  (the  gift  of  Mrs.  Dickens)  every  Christmas 
Day,  in  sixpenny  loave«,  to  the  poor. 
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KINVER. 


This  Town  was  formerly  a  borough,  had  a  market,  and  was 
noted  for  the  manufacture  of  coarse  and  fine  narrow  woollen 
cloth,  which  is  now  displaced  by  iron  forges  and  screw  works. 
The  Hyde  works  adjacent  are  said  to  be  the  first  rolling  and 
splitting  mill  erected  in  England,  being  established  by  a  per- 
son of  the  name  of  Brindley,  who  went  to  Germany  purposely 
to  acquire  the  requisite  knowledge. 

The  parish  contains  9000  acres,  and  upwards  of  2000  inha- 
bitants. The  words  "Kin-Vaur/'  signify  in  the  Saxon,  "Great 
ridge,"  or  "  edge,'^  which  here  exists.  On  its  south  side 
are  the  remains  of  an  encampment,  300  yards  long  and  200 
broad.  Just  below  the  camp  is  a  tumulus,  in  the  centre  of  a 
ditch,  supposed  to  be  the  burial-place  of  a  Celtic  warrior ;  and 
near  it  is  a  large  stone  of  square  form,  two  yards  high  and  four 
in  circumference,  conical,  and  having  two  notches  on  the  sum- 
mit :  it  is  called  Bolstone.  On  the  north  side  of  the  hill  is  a 
singular  cavern,  called  Meg-o-fox-hole. 

Stourton  Castle,  within  two  miles  of  Kinver,  is  the  birth- 
place of  Cardinal  Pole  (1500).  He  was  archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, and  was  (whilst  an  exile  in  Italy)  twice  elected  to  the 
Papal  chair,  which  he  declined  in  both  instances. 


THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

The  origin  of  this  School  cannot  be  discovered ;  but  the 
earliest  document  appertaining  ^to  it  is  a  lease,  dated  22nd  of 
October,  13th  of  Elizabeth,   granted  by  the  "  co-feoJ0fees  of 
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certain  lands  and  houses  to  the  maintenance  of  the  School  at 
Kynver,"  of  a  house^  garden,  and  close,  belonging  to  the 
School. 

Endowments. 

William  Vynsent  gave  for  the  use  and  towards  the  salary  of 
the  schoolmaster,  a  cottage  and  meadow  near  Gospel  Ash,  in 
the  parish  of  Eanver. 

Roger  Jestin,  in  the  2nd  of  James  I.,  gave  to  the  Grammar 
School  {being  free  for  the  parishioners  and  inhabitants  of 
Kinver),  the  rents  of  a  house,  an  orchard,  and  a  piece  of  land, 
in  the  borough  of  Kinver. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing — ,but  the  names  of  the  givers 
are  not  known — ,there  were  in  1 685,  the  schoolmaster's  house,  a 
garden,  orchard,  and  close,  and  the  school-house ;  also,  eight 
other  cottages  and  gardens,  and  several  other  pieces  of  land,  in 
different  parts  of  the  parish,  the  rents  whereof  were  to  be 
devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the  School,  and  the  support  of  the 
master  and  usher. 

In  a  conveyance,  dated  7th  June,  1796,  the  meadows  of 
Dunsley  are  mentioned  as  having  been  partly  appropriated  to 
the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal ;  and  in  that  con- 
veyance an  addition  is  mentioned,  of  a  piece  of  land  near  the 
Gravel-pit,  on  the  common,  and  a  piece  upon  Dunsley  Common. 
These,  it  is  stated,  were  set  out  in  place  of  the  land  made  use 
of  by  the  Canal  Company ;  and  in  another  conveyance,  dated 
16th  February,  1813,  these  last-named  two  properties  were 
exchanged  with  Mrs.  Foley,  for  a  piece  measuring  1  1a.  28p., 
part  of  Great  Checkhill  Common.  Vynsent^s  land  at  Gospel 
Ash  is  now  imdiscoverable.  The  Canal  Company  pay  £5  per 
annum,  for  the  land  taken  by  them. 

When  the  Commissioners  visited  Kinver,  the  School  income 
was  as  follows  : — 

Rents  of  land  and  houses £103    6    3 

Annuity  charged  on  the  tithes  of  Kinver  6  13    4 

Moseley's  annuity,  paid  by  the  Leathersellers'  Company  2  13    4 

The  present  school-room  was  rebuilt  by  the  parish,  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fox,  a  previous  sehoolmaster. 
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The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  School  Trustees^  &c., 
for  the  year  ending  29th  September,  1858 : — 

TiUSTBBS.— Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington,  Lord  Lyttdton,  J.  H.  H. 
Foley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  TV.  O.  Foster,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Joseph  Bennitt,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Brindley,  Esq.,  H.  J.  W.  BL.  Foley.  Esq.,  M.P.,  John  B>obins,  Esq.,  E.  L. 
Gatacre,  Esq.,  William  Trow,  Esq.,  Edward  Dixon,  junior,  Esq.,  Captain 
Bennitt,  Benjamin  Littlewood,  Esq.,  Rev.  George  Wharton. 

Incomb  pob  Yeab  bnding  Sbftbmbeb  29,  1858. 
A.  B.  p.  £   s.  d. 

Bent  Chai^  on  tithes  paid  by  the  Earl  of  Stamford  and  Warrington    6  13    4 

5  1  37...Land  at  Dunsley,  Bey.  G.Wharton,  tenant 15    0    0 

6  2  24...Land  at  Kinver  Hill,  W.O.Foster,  Esq 8  15    0 

1  0  20...Ditto.Mr.Woodyatt 9    0    0 

12    1  10.. .Land  and  house  at  Stourton,  W.  Bennitt,  Esq 14    0    0 

0    1    6.. .House  and  garden  at  Kinver,  Mr.  Taylor ^ 15    0    0 

0  1  12...Ditix)       ditto         ditto,       Mr.  Welch 16    0    0 

2  0    0... Canal  Company 5    0    0 

1  1  24... House  and  land  at  Kinver,  Wm.Clissett 8    0    0 

0  1  18i  Four  cottages  and  gardens,  Skett  and  others  ....25    0  0 

1  1    1... Five  ditto              ditto.      Booth  and  others  41    0  0 

0  0  30...TWO  ditto              ditto,      Alton  and  another 10    0  0 

0  0  29... Two  ditto              ditto,      Walton  and  another 13    0  0 

t)  1  15... Three  ditto            ditto,      Hubbold  and  others 12    8  0 

5  0    O...Allotmentland,  Trustees  of  Kinver  Allotments  17  17  0 


216  13  4 

Of  the  above,  there  were  arrears  of  rent  unpaid  on  the  year  1858  of  £33 13s.  6d. 

1858.  DlSBUBSBMENTS.  £    8.  d. 

Sept.  29.. .Miss  Biddle,  half-a-year's  interest  on  £500 86  10  2 

Property  tax  2  19  3i 

Reevercnt 0    4  0 

Repairs,  £2  12s. ;  Tithe,  £3 15s. ;  Stamps,  £10s.  9d  ...      7    7  9 

Steward's  salary 5    0  0 

Head  Master  and  Usher 130  18  7i 

Arrears  of  rent  33  13  6 

216  13  4 


Mr.  Bowland  Price,  the  kte  steward,  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy,  held  £190 
of  the  school  funds,  upon  which  a  dividend  of  £19  has  been  received :  probably 
no  farther  dividend  vnIL  be  paid. 

With  regard  to  the  Charities  of  Kinver,  administered  by  the 
Leathersellers'  Company,  a  Scheme  was  settled  by  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  in  1846,  embracing  the  following  particulars  : — 

"That  the  properties  bequeathed  by  William  Moseley,  12th  June,  1627, 
should  be  let  for  the  best  rents,  without  fine  or  forgift,  and  a  book  of  the 
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properties,  rents,  and  disbursements  be  kept  by  them,  and  made  up  yearly. 
Forty  parts  out  of  the  eighty-one  to  be  carried  to  the  charity  account,  and  forty- 
one  parts  to  be  taken  by  the  Wardens  and  Society  of  Leathersellers. 

"  The  charity  forty  parts  to  be  divided  thus : — ^Ten  shillings'per  annum  to  the 
company,  then  one  fourth  of  remainder  to  maintain  a  poor  scholar  at  Oxford  or 
Cambridge  for  five  years  (Moseley's  kin,  if  qualified,  to  have  the  preference)  ;♦ 
that  two  of  the  fourth  parts  (less  20s.  per  annum  to  the  company)  should  be  then 
divided  into  three  parts,  and  two  'parts  of  these  three  should  be  given  to  a 
preacher,  to  preach  once  every  Sunday  in  the  parish  church  of  Kinver;  and 
the  remaining  third  part  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Kinver  Free  School." 

In  respect  to  this  benefaction,  the  Charity  Commissioners 
say  that  the  Company  pay  to  the  Minister  £5  6s.  8d.,  and  to  the 
schoolmaster  £2  13s.  4d.  per  annum,  total  £8  :  but  no  account 
has  been  pu];)lished  of  the  value  of  Moseley's  property  so  be- 
queathed,— it  is  merely  stated  that  he  bequeathed  £200,  in 
1617,  for  those  purposes;  but  doubtless  (it^being  inland)  the 
£200  is  vastly  increased,  and  that  increase  may  be  improperly 
withheld  by  the  Company.  This  ought  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  trustees  of  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  appears  that  by  an  indenture 
dated  24th  August,  1697,  divers  persons  had  left  to  the  church 
and  school  £560,  which  was  paid  to  John  Whorwood,  Esq.,  of 
Dunsley  Hall,  for  that  he  should  grant  to  trustees,  to  be  paid 
by  them  annually, — 

To  the  Preacher £33    6    8 

To  the  Curate 10    0    0 

And  to  the  Schoolmaster 6  13    4 

This  £560  is  made  up  of  the  following  benefactions : — 


£  s.  d. 

Thomas  Keytley    20  0    0 

Edward  Bate 20  0    0 

John  Jorden  (1595)t    50  0    0 


558  13    4 


£    s.  d. 

Henry  Vincent  104  13    4 

Thomaa  Keytley    104  13    4 

Thos.&  Margaret  Jorden...  104  13    4 

Edward  Ford 104  13    4 

John  Jorden  50    0    0 

The  aboTe  for  the  Minister. 

There  are  also  on  the  Church  Tables  two  benefactions  re- 
corded— £5  by  Thomas  Jorden,  and  £3  6s.  8d.  by  Edward 

*  The  Trustees  should  get  this  restored  to  the  School,  if  possible — the 
Leathersellers'  Company  bears  a  notorious  name  for  misappropriations. 

t  This  £50  per  annum  is  charged  on  a  form  at  High  Gro?e,  belonging  to  the 
Earl  of  Stamford,  by  whom  it  is  paid  to  the  minister,  who  is  also  schoolmsster. 
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Jopden,  ''to  the  use  of  our  scliool,  being  a  free  grammar  school/' 
^  These  appear  to  be  gifts^  not  benefactions  in  perpetuity. 

Devoted  to  the  minister  alone^  there  is  the  rent  of  a  house 
at  Shadwell^  Middlesex^  and  also  of  three  small  tenements  at 
Kinver.     These  bring  in  upwards  of  £40  per  annum. 


OTHER  BENEFACTIONS. 


Jeston^s  Chaeity. — Roger  Jeston,  1622,  £3  per  annum  to 
the  poor  of  the  town,  and  £2  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
Kinver.  This  benefaction  is  paid  by  the  Haberdashers'  Com- 
pany regularly. 

Jobdek's  Chaeity. — Edward  Jorden,  his  wife,  Eleanor,  and 
his  sons,  William,  John,  and  Humphrey,  gave  £28,  in  1624, 
amongst  them,  with  which  the  latter  bought  a  house  and  lands 
in  Kinver.  The  rents  to  be  given  yearly  in  two  moieties  to  the 
poor  of  the  parish,  one  week  before  Christmas,  and  one  week 
before  Easter. — This  property  consists  of  a  house,  garden,  and 
field,  at  Gallows  Tree  Elm,  and  now  lets  at  £13  10s.  per  annum. 

Ketohtley's  Chabity. — Thomas  Keyghtley  left  a  rent- 
charge  of  [£5  on  his  land  called  Bam  Close,  near  Bromsgrove, 
to  be  given  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to  20  of  the  poorest  and 
oldest  people  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Kinver.  The  present 
owner  of  the  land  is  Mr.  B.  Brazier,  of  Bromsgrove. 

KimbebleVs  Chaeity. — The  Rev.  Roger  Kimberley,  minis- 
ter and  schoolmaster  at  Kinver,  gave  in  1659,  £50 ;  the  interest, 
50s.,  to  be  laid  out  in  bibles  and  catechisms,  to  be  distributed 
annuaUy  to  poor  families.  The  land  is  called  Wallcroft,  and  was 
let  on  a  lease  of  3000  years  to  Humphrey  Bate,  in  1659. — This 
was  paid  up  to  1 841,  but  since  the  sale  of  the  lease  to  Mr.  Row- 
land Price,  payment  has  been  suspended. 

BiBD^s  Chabity. — Richard  Bird  of  Dunsley  (trustee  to  Robt. 
Bird,  stationer,  of  London),  left  £50,  the  interest  to  be  devoted 
to  apprenticing  poor  boys. —  This  had  been  for  some  time 
diverted  to  gifts  to  young  women  after  marriage,  contrary  to  the 
founder's  order,  but  had  accumulated  to  £954s.  7d.  on  Ist  Jan. 
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1858,  in  the  care  of  the  Midland  Counties  Bank  at  Stourbridge. 
This  should  be  seen  to  by  the  trustees,  and  devoted  to  appren- 
ticeship fees. 

Crosse^s  Charity. — Longworth  Crosse  and  others  gave  £50 
for  teaching  poor  children  English  and  the  Church  catechism, 
BO  far  as  20s.  per  annum,  and  the  remainder  for  the  poor, of 
Kinver. — In  1819,  £24  9s.  5d.  was  laid  out  on  some  cottages, 
at  Whittington,  wherein  poor  persons  have  ever  since  lived  rent 
free,  instead  of  the  rents  being  devoted  as  ordered  by  the 
founder. 

Bbindley^s  Charity. — George  Brindley,  in  1659,  left  20s., 
to  be  laid  out  in  shilling  loaves,  and  given  to  poor  widows,  or 
others,  parishioners  of  Kinver,  on  Good  Friday  yearly. — This  is 
paid  yearly  by  the  owner  of  the  land  called  Burgage  Field,  and 
distributed  to  42  poor  persons  in  sixpenny  loaves. 

Grove's  Charity. — John  Grove,  in  1698,  gave  to  the  poor 
of  Kinver  the  interest  of  £20,  to  pay  for  20  shilling  loaves,  to  be 
given  to  20  poor  housekeepers,  on  the  Friday  before  Mid-lent 
Sunday. — This  property  is  lost.  The  last  person  that  used  to 
pay  it  was  Mr.  Grove,  of  Dunsley. 

Cook's  Charity. — John  Cook  (about  1770),  left  the  rent  of  a 
house  in  Stourton,  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor,  those 
of  Stourton  to  be  preferred. — This  property  now  lets  for  £3  1 8s. 
per  ann.,  and  this  is  given  in  bread  to  poor  householders. 

Sebright's  Charity. — William  Sebright,  in  1620,  left  a  gift 
of  £3  Os.  8d.  to  provide  14  penny  loaves  every  Sunday  for  the 
poor,  and  6s.  8d.  to  pay  the  Clerk  for  his  trouble.  It  is  also 
stated  on  the  church  table  that  he  left  £10  for  the  poor,  but  this 
is  lost. — The  Churchwardens  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
this  to  a  baker  beforehand,  and  a  person  of  the  name  of  Dawes, 
in  1859,  becoming  bankrupt,  did  not  provide  the  bread,  al- 
though he  had  received  the  money. 

Comber's  Charity. — Mrs.  Margaret  Comber,  in  1777,  left 
the  interest  of  £50  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  the  parish.  This 
appears  not  to  have  been  secured,  and  on  the  death  of  the  late 
Mr.  T.  C.  Baybould  the  payment  was  discontinued. 
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As  regards  all  the  Elinver  charities  above  recited^  the  Rev.  G* 
Wharton,  vicar,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Woodyatt,  churchwarden,  applied 
(by  consent  had  of  the  Charity  Commissioners)  to  the  County 
Court  of  the  district,  at  Stourbridge,  for  an  order  appointing 
new  trustees  (imder  the  powers  of  the  Charitable  Trust  Act,  of 
1853),  and  the  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  in  London  con- 
firmed the  same,  by  order  sealed  and  dated  8th  of  February, 
1859,  and  the  following  scheme  (inter  alia)  was  thereupon 
agreed  to  and  confirmed. 

Ist.  The  Incumbent  and  two  Ghnichwardens  to  be  trustees,  ex  officio. 

2nd.  Half-yearly  meetings  to  be  held  on  21st  June  and  21st  December, 
in  the  Yestry-room.  Incmnbent,  if  present,  or  senior  Warden,  in  his  absence,  to 
be  chairman. 

"3rd.  Two  Trustees  may  call  a  meeting,  by  giving  the  other  Trustees  seyen 
days'  notice,  specifying  objects. 

4rth.  All  matters  to  be  decided  by  Tote,  the  chairman  to  have  a  casting  vote. 

5th.  A  minute  book  to  be  kept,  and  all  proceedings  to  be  entered  therein. 

6th.  Annual  accounts  of  all  the  charities  and  disbursements  to  be  produced 
at  the  December  meeting,  and  submitted  to  the  first  vestry  meeting  held  there- 
after, and  audited  thereat. 

"  7th.  Public  notice  to  be  given  by  the  Trustees  of  any  lettings  of  the  charity 
properties  three  weeks  previously  ;  no  leases  to  be  granted  in  reversion,  or  for 
more  than  seven  years,  or  at  less  than  the  full  mck  rent. 

8th.  Present  system  of  distributing  the  charities  not  to  be  altered. 

9th.  Trustees  to  have  discretionary  power  as  to  sub-dividing  distributions 
where  there  are  joint  orders  of  benefactors. 

"  10th.  Any  parishioner  may,  by  paying  a  proper  sum,  and  at  a  proper  time, 
have  a  copy  of  the  new  scheme. 

"  11th.  All  doubts  or  questions  arising  amongst  the  Trustees  to  be  referred  to 
the  Charity  Ck>mmis8ioners,  and  their  opinicm  and  advice  to  be  conclusive." 


cr  ^ 

c« 

cc 


Cf 


In  1832^  when  the  Bev.  Geo.  Wharton  was  appointed^  the 
income  of  the  school  was  about  £170;  and  from  the  improve- 
ment of  the  properties  it  reached^  in  1859,  £220  3s.  4d.  Out  of 
this  he  pays  yearly  £40  towards  the  liquidation  of  money  bor- 
rowed towards  the  rebuilding,  and  £30  to  the  second  master ; 
repairs,  steward's  salary,  tithe  rents,  &c.,  in  1859,  £36  78.  5d. ; 
bad  debts,  £5  12s. ;  leaving  the  head  master,  £108  3s.  lid. : 
to  which  must  be  added  the  head-money,  £44  2s.,  and  from  the 
Leathersellera'  Company,  £39  18s.  4d.,  making  his  income 
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£191  19s.  3d.  The  second  master  received  in  1858,  head- 
money,  £20  5s.,  salary  £30.  The  average  of  boys  during  1859, 
was  51  in  both  schools. 
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Tndentuee  dated  13th  June,  1685,  reciting,  that  William  Vynsent,  late  of 
London,  merchant,  adventurer,  and  Roger  Jeston,  and  divers  others,  well-wishers 
and  benefactors  to  the  parish  of  Kinfare,  had  given  divers  houses,  lands  and  tene- 
ments, with  the  appurtenances,  for  and  towards  the  support  and  maintenance  of 
a  schoolmaster  and  usher  at  Kinfare  aforesaid ;  that  is  to  say,  one  messuage  or 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinf are-hill,  wherein  the  schoolmaster 
of  Kinfare  for  the  time  being  usually  dwelleth,  and  one  garden,  one  orchard,  one 
close,  and  one  hoxise,  called  The  School,  situate  in  and  upon  the  said  close ;  one 
close  adjoining  to  schoolhouse  field,  with  one  little  meadow  thereto  belonging,  lying 
in  Kinfare  or  Kinfare-hill  aforesaid ;  two  parcels  of  land  and  one  meadow  lying  in 
Dnnsley,  in  the  parish  of  Kinfare ;  one  other  messuage  or  tenement,  situate  in 
Kinfare-hill ;  and  one  garden  or  orchard  to  the  same  belonging,  adjoining  to  the 
churchyard  in  Kinfare ;  one  meadow,  with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Stourton, 
in  the  parish  of  Kinfare,  betwixt  the  brook  there,  called  Treesole  Brook  on  the 
east  side,  and  a  certain  waste  called  Checkhill,  on  the  west  side;  one  house,  with  the 
appurtenances,  in  Kinfare-hill  aforesaid,  with  garden  and  backside  to  the  same 
belonging,  adjoining  to  the  .land  of  John  Hope ;  one  cottage  or  tenement,  with 
one  garden  thereto  belonging,  in  Kinfare-hill,  near  the  schoolmaster's  house ;  one 
other  messuage  or  tenement,  situate  in  Kinfare  or  Kinfare-hill,  and  two  gardens 
and  one  parcel  of  land,  called  the  backside,  to  the  same  belonging ;  one  other  cot- 
tage or  tenement,  and  one  garden,  and  one  parcel  of  land,  called  the  Backside, 
with  their  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
town ;  one  other  cottage  or  tenement  and  garden,  and  one  backside  to  the  same 
belonging,  with  their  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  at  or  near  the 
upper  end  of  the  said  town,  and  extending  in  length  to  the  liver  Stour ;  one  other 
cottage  or  tenement,  with  one  garden,  one  orchard,  and  one  dose  to  the  same  be- 
longing, with  the  appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  said  town,  near  Dane-foord ;  one  parcel  of  land  lying  near  Goswell  Ash,  other- 
wise Gospel  Ash,  whereon  formerly  stood  a  cottage ;  one  burgage,  messuage,  or 
tenement,  one  curtelage,  one  garden,  one  orchard,  one  close  of  ground,  with  the 
appurtenances,  situate  in  Kinfare  aforesaid,  betwixt  the  lane  leading  to  Burgage 
Field  and  Burgage  Field  on  the  west  side,  and  the  land  of  John  Conyers,  Esq.  on 
the  east  side ;  of  which  said  houses,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  with  their 
appurtenanocs,  Thomas  Longmore  was  the  only  surviving  feoffee  in  the  last 
feoffment,  which  was  renewed  the  16th  April,  1636 :  And  the  indenture  witnessed, 
that  the  said  Thomas  Longmore,  the  said  surviving  feoffee,  granted  and  enfeoffed 
to  John  Gray  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  the  said  houses,  lands  and 
tenements,  with  their  appurtenances,  to  the  intent  asstated  in  the  Report. 
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(Frfm  the  Charity  CommisHoner^  Report  J 

RENTAL   OP   THE  PROPERTY  BELONGING  TO   THE   FREE 

SCHOOL  AT  KINVER. 


Prttent  Deacription  of  PremUet. 


} 


A  measiiatfe,  two  gardens.  In  one  of) 
which  stands  the  school-room,  and  a  \ 
close  of  land  containing  about  an  acre  j 

A  cottage  and  garden  near  the  ehnroh ) 

A  cottage  and  garden  ■4joining  the  { 
above •' 

A  cottage  and  garden  at  the  bottom  of 
the  Charoh  hill 

A  cottage  and  garden  at  the  npper  end  ) 
of  the  town  of  Kinyer | 

A  house,  garden,  and  timber-yard  at> 
the  opper  part  of  the  town j 

A  honse,  garden,  and  abont^acre  ofi 
land  in  the  centre  of  the  town j 

A  honse  and  garden  in^Kinver 

Ditto  and  ditto  

A  house,  bam,  and  other  buildingSf 
garden,  and  orofi  behind  the  same, 

in  KinTer. 

A.    B.    p. 
Gravel  Pit  Piece,  containing    6    0     0 

Dunsley  Field    ...    4    3    tjl 

Meadow  by  the  Navigation    8    I    S6 

A  field  on  the  bank  of  the  canal,  con- 
taining about  two  acres,  now  used  as  \ 
a  timber-yard j 

A  field  on  Kinver  Hill,  containing) 
about  an  acre ] 

AUotmcnt  fh>m  Gheckhill  common, ) 
containing  Ua.  and  18p / 

Compensation  for  land  taken  for  the) 
purposes  of  the  canal,  out  of  the  I- 
close  now  tenanted  by  Young   j 

Four  new  cottages,  with  gardens  at  the 
lower  end  of  the  town*  adjoining  to 
each  other,  lately  erected,  not  yet 
inhabited :.. 


Benta £ 

Annuity  to  the  schoolmaster,  charged ) 
on  the  tithe  of  Kinver... j 

Ditto  ttom  the  beneCMtion  of  William ) 
Moseley j 


£    s.  d. 


9  10    0 


8  18 

0 

6    6 

0 

4    4 

0 

6    6 

0 

6    0 

0 

4  1ft 

0 

4  16 

0 

48    0 

0 

18    0  0 

1  10  0 

6  12  0 

5    0  0 


103  10    0 


6  13    4 


8  13    4 


118  16    8 


DucHpHon  of  Prtmi$e»  in  the 
Old  Deeds. 


A  merauage,  garden,  orchard,  close,  in 
which  stands  the  school,  and  a  small 
meadow 


I 

(  A  messuage,  garden  or  orchard,  adjoin- 

{ 
{ 


ing  the  church 


A  cottage  and  garden  on  Kinver  hill, 
near  the  school-house 

A  eottage,  garden,  and  backside,  near 
the  upper  end  of  the  town 

/a  house  in  Kinver,  with  garden  and 
1     backside 


A  messuage  in  Kinver,  or  Kinver  hill, 
with  two  gardens  and  a  backside 

A  cottage  or  tenement,  with  garden  and 
backside,  near  the  upper  end  of  the 
town 


1 

(The burgage  tenement,  curtelage.  gar- 
den, orchard,  and  close,  given  by  B. 
Jeston 

Allotment  from  Kinver  common,  (««« 
Indenture  of  7th  June.  1796.  in  the 
Beport^ 

Two  parcels  of  land  and  meadow  In 
Dunsley,  (three  parcels  according  to 
Indenture  of  7th  June,  1796) 

Close  a4Joining  the  school  houee  field 

j  {Set  Indenture,  Idth  February,  1813.  in 
(     theBeport) 


(Cottage,  with'garden,  orchard  and  close 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  town,  near 
Dane  Foord 


The  following  documents  and  communications^  received  from 
Mr.  Jesson^  clerk  to  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal 
Company^  are   also  copied  from  the   Charity   Commissioners^ 

Q 
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Report.     They  relate   to  a  sale  of  school  land  for  the  purposes 
of  the  company, 

"  Wolverhampton,  Nov.  7th,  1820. 
"  Sir, 

"  I  have  made  every  search  in  my  power  for  documents  relative  to  the  school 

land  at  Kinver,  and  at  the  last  committee  brought  all  the  books  which  1  thought 

could  throw  any  light  upon  the  subject  before  them.    The  result  of  the  enquiry 

is  not  so  satisfactory  as  1  could  wish.    1  cannot  find  the  contract  made  with  the 

trustees  of  Kinver  school  in  1768,  for  the  land  taken  for  the  canal  and  towii^ 

path ;  but  in  a  contract  for  land,  taken  very  near  to  it  (and  that  land  occupied  as  a 

garden),  the  price  for  the  purchase  of  the  absolute  fee  simple  was  £45  per  acre. 

I  find  a  receipt  given  by  Mr.  Fox  in  the  year  1779,  for  the  annual  rent  of  £5  per 

azmum,  for  land  taken  by  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal  Company, 

(not  saying  for  canal  and  towing  path) ;  that  is  the  only  document  I  can  find 

relative  to  the  business. 

"  I  am,  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"JOHN  JESSON." 


tt 


Wolverhampton,  Nov.  23rd,  1820. 
Sir, 

**  Herewith  I  send  you  John  Buttrey's  depositions  signed  by  him,  (No.  1.) ;  I 
send  you  also  a  copy  of  the  account  between  the  Company  and  Mr.  Pox,  from 
our  ledger  (No.  2.) ;  and  Mr.  Fox's  letter  to  Mr.  Ferry,  the  treasurer  at  that  time, 
annexed  to  it  in  the  book,  and  dated  7th  October,  1779  (No.  3.),  wherein  you 
will  observe  he  mentions  the  award  of  the  referees,  and  requests  the  sum  awarded 
by  them,  and  arrears,  to  be  sent ;  and  on  the  2nd  November  following,  it  appears 
his  request  was  complied  with,  and  the  rent  and  all  arrears  paid.  1  send  you  also 
a  copy  of  his  receipt,  upon  the  payment  of  the  money  (No.  4.) ;  1  have  again  exa- 
mined the  admeasurement  of  the  canal  and  towing  path  marked  in  our  plan,  and 
taken  from  the  school  land,  and  find  it  1a.  2&.  and  half  a  perch. 

"  I  remain.  Sir,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

"  JOHN  JESSON. " 


No.  1. 

John  Buttrey,  of  the  Hyde,  in  the  parish  of  Kinver,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
examined  the  22nd  day  of  November,  1820,  deposeth  and  saith. 

That  he  has  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  parish  of  Kinver  upwards  of  52  years ; 
that  he  was  employed  by  the  Staffordshire  and  Worcestershire  Canal  Company  to 
get  stone,  to  be  used  for  canal  purposes  before  the  canal  was  made ;  remembers 
the  canal  being  cut  through  the  parish  of  Kinver;  part  of  the  land  through  whidi 
it  was  cut  belonged  to  the  trustees  of  Kinver  school ;  (from  below  the  meadow 
called  the  Paddock,  where  the  kte  Mr.  Bamett  built  a  house,  to  the  road  leading 
from  Kinver  to  Dunaley),  one  part  of  the  land  was  upland,  another  part  meadow. 
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and  the  other  part  vas  bogg^  land ;  believes  that  the  land  taken  by  the  Company 
was  not  paid  for  at  the  time  the  canal  was  cut ;  knows  that  when  the  canal  was 
made,  the  land  between  it  and  the  meadows,  on  the  towing  path  side  of  it  was  cut 
off  from  the  other  school  land  by  the  line  of  the  canal,  and  separated  from  it ; 
that  the  tenant  at  that  time,  Richard  Brooke,  a  butcher  at  Kinver,  claimed  [an 
allowance  for  the  land  cut  off  by  the  canal,  and  taken  by  the  Company ;  that  Mr. 
EoXy  the  head  master  of  the  school,  required  the  recompence  to  be  made  to  him- 
self as  landlord;  has  frequently  hesa.  informed  by  Mr.  Fox  and  Richard  Brooke, 
that  applications  were  from  time  to  time  made  to  Mr.  Jesson,  the  derk  to  the 
Company^  for  payment  of  a  recompence ;  that  Mr.  Jesson  continued  to  withhold 
payment  to  either  party,  tiU  it  could  be  settled  which  of  them  was  entitled  to  it ; 
has  also  been  informed  by  them  that  the  matter  was  then  referred  to  a  Mr. 
Whlttingham  and  Mr.  Groye  ;'and  they  awarded  the  compensation  for  the  land 
cut  off  from  the  other  school  land,  and  for  the  canal  and  towing  path,  and  taken 
by  the  Company,  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Pox  the  landlord,  and  not  to  the  tenant ;  that 
they  further  awarded,  that  £5  per  annimi  should  be  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  it  by 
the  Company ;  that  the  land  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the  proprietors,  and 
the  annual  rent  of  £5  paid  for  it ;  that  a  part  of  the  land,  for  which  the  recom- 
pence was  awarded,  was  boggy  land ;  that  the  proprietors  were  about  to  convert 
it  into  an  osier  bed,  but  found  it  would  not  answer  the  purpose,  without  con- 
siderable expense  and  trouble ;  that  they  then  let  it  to  one  Richard  Burford,  at  the 
rent  of  one  guinea  a-year,  who  has  fenced  it  from  the  towing  path,  and  improved 
it  at  his  own  expense ;  has  looked  it  over  since  he  was  at  Wolverhampton,  and 
thinks  the  quantity  but  little  more  than  one  quarter  of  an  acre ;  that  no  other  part 
of  the  land  cut  off  by  the  canal  (except  that  in  Burford's  possession),  has  ever 
been  fenced  from  it ;  supposes  the  land  in  Mrs.  Murray's  occupation,  may  be  about 
one  quarter  of  an  acre ;  still  thinks  the  upland,  when  the  canal  was  cut,  would  not 
let  at  more  than  12s.,  and  the  meadow  land  at  about  Sds.  or  25s.  per  acre. 


Dr. 


No.  2. 
John  Fox  of  Kinfare  schooL 


Per  contra. 


s. 


1778.  £ 

May  4.  To  cash  on  account) 

of  land  taken  from  Kinfare  ^  21    0    0 

school  ) 

1779. 
Nov.  2.   To  cash  in  full,  to  *)  qq    a    a 

the  29th  of  October,  1779  j  ^»    "    0 

60    0    0 


Cr. 
s.   d. 


1779.  £ 

Nov.  2.  By  twelve  years*  an- 
nual rent,  at  £5  per  annum, 
as  fixed  bythe  referees,  viz. 
Thomas  Whittingham  and 
John  Grove,  to.  29th  of 
October  last^or  land  taken 
for  S.  and  W.  canal,  from 
Kinver  school  land 60  0  0 


No.  3. 
•*  Sir,  "  Kinfare,  7th  October,  1779. 

"  In  the  month  of  March  last,  Mr.  Baker*  (in  the  street  of  Wolverhampton) 

informed  me  that  my  affairs  with  your  navigation  committee  were  settled,  and 

*  Mr.  Baker  waa  the  derk  of  the  works,  and  superintended  cutting  the  canal. 
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that  your  agent,  Mr.  Fletcher,  would  call  on  me  with  all  the  arrears,  &c.,  the 
referees  having  fixed  the  annual  rent  of  five  pounds.  I  must  beg  leave  to  remind 
you  that  I  have  not  yet  had  any  remittance,  and  should  be  glad  to  know  whether 
I  shall  draw  for  my  arrears,  or  whether  your  agent  will  bring  them  to  me.  The 
account  is  as  follows ;  viz : — 

Twelve  years  rent,  at  £5  per  annum,  29th  instant £60    0    0 

Received  per  Mr.  Fletcher 21    0    0 

Remains  due £39    0    0 

"  The  cash  at  this  time  will  be  particularly  acceptable.  I  hope  your  committee 
Tvill  not  grudge  me  interest,  or  at  least  a  handsome  gratuity  for  waiting  so  long 
as  the  above-mentioned  term. 

"  I  am  your  humble  servant, 
"  To  Mr.  Perry.*"  "  JOHN  FOX. 


No.  4. 

Dr.  Rev.  John  Fox.  Cr. 

1779.  Kinfare.  £   s.    d. 

Nov.  2.  By  twelve  years'  an- 


1778.  £   s.    d. 

May  4.  To  cash  on  account...  21    0    0 
1779. 


Nov.  2.    To  ditto,  in  full")   on    a    a 
balance  to  29th  instant]   ^-^    "    " 


nual  rent,  at  £5  per  annum, 
to  20th  October  1779,  for 
land  taken  for  o.  and  W. 
canal  from  Kinfare  school- 
land 60  0  0 


60    0    0 

Received,  2nd  November,  1779,  of  the  proprietors  of  S.  and  W.  canal 
navigation,  per  hands  of  Thomas  Fletcher,  the  contents  in  full  to  29th  October, 
1779.  JOHN  FOX. 


Extract  from  a  letter  received  from  Mr.  John  Robinson, 
one  of  the  trustees  of  Kinver  School,  dated  the  3rd  December, 
1850  :— 

"  I  have  searched  all  the  late  Mr.  Fox's  papers  and  books  over,  but  cannot 
find  the  award.  I  cannot  find  but  one  man  in  the  parish  that  recollects  any  thing 
of  the  dispute  between  the  late  master  and  the  canal  company ;  he  says,  he  is 
sure  that  the  waste  land  is  included  in  the  canal  and  towing  path ;  he  recollects 
Mr.  Fox  threatening  the  company  to  let  the  water  out  if  they  did  not  allow  some- 
thing for  the  land  they  had  spoiled ;  he  says  it  was  left  to  arbitration ;  he  believes 
it  was  left  to  Grove  and  Whittingham. " 


♦  The  then  Treasurer. 


121 


CLENT. 


Clent^  near  Hagley^  contains  2365  acres  of  land^  and  about 
1000  inhabitants.  It  Has  recently  been  transferred  to  Worces- 
tershire. Most  of  the  holdings  are  copyhold,  and  subject  to 
fines  and  heriots  :  therefore,  on  the  death  of  a  tenant,  the  lord 
claims  his  best  beast.  Ancient  writers  say  that  King  Kenelm 
was  murdered  here  (820),  by  order  of  his  sister,  who  wished  to 
gain  the  Mercian  crown.  In  this  she  was  disappointed,  as  the 
subjects  elected  her  uncle  Cenulf.  In  Halesowen,  the  adjoining 
parish,  there  is  a  chapel,  which  bears  the  young  victim's  name ; 
and  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  buried  here,  as  he  was  mur- 
dered in  a  field  close  by,  called  Cowbach. 


AMPHLETT'S  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture,  dated  30th  Nov.,  1704,  and  by  will  of  11th. 
April,  1705,  John  Amphlett  devoted  £200  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  fit  and  able  person  to  teach  an  English  school,  or  as 
far  as  the  rules  of  grammar  in  Latin, — ^that  was  to  say,  for  his 
maintenance  and  support,  for  teaching,  grounding,  and  well 
instructing  gratis  in  the  English  tongue,  six  children  of  such  as 
were  poor  persons,  natives  of  the  parish  of  Clent, — but  not  till 
after  the  death  of  donor's  wife. 

On  the  28th  August,  1749,  this  legacy  was  paid  by  the  trus- 
tees to  one  John  Field,  for  18  acres  of  land,  called  Crossfield, 
in  the  manor  of  Clent. 
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Mrs.  Amphlett  and  the  trustees  adopted  the  following  roles 
for  the  school,  in  June,  1744  : — That  the  scholars  should  be  real 
objects  of  charity,  and  hving  in  the  parish,  their  parents  being 
parishioners  of  Clent ;  that  there  should  be  six  children  placed 
in  the  school  by  the  heir  of  the  donor,  and  24  by  the  trustees, 
but  only  one  out  of  each  family. 

At  the  present  date,  1859,  the  revenue  consists  of  £8  per 
annum,  and  the  master  has  a  rent-free  residence,  and  about 
half  an  acre  of  land. 

Two  years  ago,  Mr.  John  Amphlett  enlarged  the  school,  at 
a  cost  of  £200;  and  Mr.  Waldron,  of  the  Fieldhouse,  Clent, 
left  the  interest  of  £500,  in  1797,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Sunday 
School,  on  condition  that  £10  per  annum  should  be  paid  there- 
out to  the  master  of  Amphlett's  School,  for  his  services  in  the 
Sunday  School. — This  £500  was  laid  out,  in  1802,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  £732  12s.  Three  per  cent.  Annuities.  The  dividends 
are  applied  to  the  use,  as  before  stated,  of  the  master  of  the 
school,  in  the  boy^s  books,  and  other  charitable  purposes. 

There  are  about  100  boys  on  the  Day  School  books,  and  160 
on  the  Sunday  School  list.  The  day  boys  are  charged  from 
2d.  to  6d.  per  week,  according  to  the  rank  they  hold  in  the 
school. 


GENEEAL  CHAEITIES. 

CoEDWEN^s  Charity. — Hester  Cordwen,  in  1654,  left  a  piece 
of  land  called  the  Grove,  the  rents  to  be  given  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor  of  the  parish.  This  is  distributed  in  bread,  in  the 
months  of  May  and  November. 

Mabis's  Charity. — John  Maris,  in  1 712,  left  four  pieces  of 
land,  the  rents  thereof  to  be  distributed  to  the  poorest  inhabi- 
tants and  house-dwellers  of  Clent,  who  did  not  receive  weekly 
pay  otherwise,  to  be  yearly  paid  at  the  school-house  on  24th 
June  and  29th  September.  These  lands  contain  about  14iA., 
and  let  for  about  £40  per  annum. 

Taylor's  Charity. — ^William  Taylor,  in  1756,  left  the  inter- 
est of  £10,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  best  manner  by  his  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  ttie  poor.  This  ten  shillings  is  given  away  on 
New  Year's  Day. 
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Sparby's  Ohaeity. — John  Sparry  and  others  (1702  to  1760) 
gave  the  interest  of  the  respective  sums  of  £10,  of  £6,  and  of 
£6,  altogether  £20,  to  be  laid  out  in  penny  or  twopenny  loaves 
of  bread  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's  Day. 

Pbnn's  Charity. — Humphrey  Penn,  in  1616,  left  some  lands 
for  the  benefit  of  Clent  church,  which  were  all  exchanged  in 
1807,  for  some  other  lands,  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Amphlett. 
The  acreage  amounts  to  30^  acres,  and  the  rents  to  about  £70 
per  annum. 

Harris's  Charity. — John  Harris,  of  Stourbridge,  in  1844, 
left  the  interest  of  £500,  to  be  distributed  in  warm  clothing 
among  the  poor  of  Clent. 


ENVILLE. 


Enville  or  Ekvil  contains  4930  acres,  and  about  900  inhabitants. 
Enville  and  Lutley  manors  were  formerly  both  named  in  this 
parish,  and  the  latter  is  supposed  to  have  formed  part  of  Kinver 
forest.  Enville  House  and  Hall  have  belonged  to  the  Stamford 
family  for  more  than  270  years,  being  at  first  a  small  brick 
house,  built  by  Thomas  Grey,  whe  died  in  1578.  In  1759, 
Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  who  had  married  Lady  Mary  Booth, 
poZ^ing  an  imxnenBe  forhme,  bought  the  enrroLding  estates! 
and  laid  out  the  park,  but  at  that  date  he  had  not  disturbed  the 
old  house.  The  poet  Shenstone  designed  the  whole  of  the 
grounds  at  Enville,  wherein  stands  a  small  chapel  dedicated  to 
his  memory.  Recently,  Earl  Stamford  has  delighted  the  neigh- 
bourhood by  illuminating  his  magnificent  grounds,  and  throw- 
ing them  open  to  all  alike.  At  the  present  date  he  has  com- 
menced training  a  stud  of  the  best  racers  in  the  kingdom.  £Us 
name  is  esteemed  far  and  wide,  and  in  his  own  neighbourhood 
his  tenants  and  neighbours  delight  to  do  him  honour. 
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THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Edward  Gravenor,  in  1654,  left  £5  annuity  to  be  paid  by  the 
trustees  of  his  property  at  Swindon,  half- yearly,  at  Ladyday  and 
Michaelmas,  to  a  schoolmaster  at  Enville,  who  should  teach  six 
boys,  being  poor  men's  children,  to  write  and  read. 

Mr.  Edwin  Bennett,  appointed  in  1855,  is  the  master  of  the 
school,  teaching  the  six  poor  boys,  for  which  he  receives  the  £5 
per  annum ;  he  has  a  rent-free  residence,  and  altogether  has 
thirty-one  scholars,  the  twenty-five  being  paid  for  by  Earl 
Stamford.     The  parents  pay  for  their  books. 

THE  GIRL'S  SCHOOL. 

Lady  Dorothy  Grey,  in  1755,  granted  two  yearly  annuities 
of  £50  and  £20,  payable  on  the  feasts  of  St.  Michael  and  the 
Annunciation,  to  be  disposed  of  thus  : — 50s.  for  rent  of  a  school 
and  its  repairs ;  the  remainder  for  the  mistress'  salary,  and  the 
clothing,  maintaining,  and  educating  twelve  poor  girls  in  all 
things  to  fit  them  for  service ;  the  schoolmistress  not  to  be  un- 
der 30  years  of  age,  unmarried,  and  of  the  Church  of  England. 
If  she  married,  a  new  mistress  to  be  appointed.  The  girls  and 
mistress  to  work  together,  and  the  profits  of  their  work  to  go 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  school.  The  girls  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted when  imder  five,  or  over  seven  years  of  age,  and  not  to 
remain  at  school  after  seventeen.  The  children  of  Enville  to 
be  preferred.  The  number  of  twelve  to  be  increased  or  de- 
creased according  to  the  funds  of  the  school.  Each  one,  when 
leaving  the  school,  to  be  presented  with  a  Common  Prayer 
Book,  a  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  Wilson  on  the  Sacraments, 
and  clothes  as  advisable. 

Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  in  1764,  left  £100  in  the  Four  per 
Cents,  in  aid  of  the  foregoing  benefaction. 

The  Rev.  Archdeacon  Evans,  of  Worcester  (1815),  paid 
£100  to  the  Earl,  which  was  laid  out  in  buying  £174  58.  lOd. 
Three  per  Cents,  in  aid  of  foregoing  benefistctions. 

George  Harry,  Earl  of  Stamford,  in  1803,  left  £500,  the 
interest  to  be  added  to  previous  benefactions  of  the  Girls' 
School. 
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AU  these  were  again  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  £622  1 8s.  1  d. 
Five  per  Cent.  Navy  Annuities,  which  yield,  with  Lady  Dorothy's 
benefaction,  the  yearly  sum  of  £101  28.  lOd. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 


Geet^s  Charity. — H.  Grey,  Esq.,  and  P.  Lefargue,  left 
£100  and  £10,  which  was  laid  out  in  land  containing  7a.  3e.  27p., 
in  Rednall  End,  parish  of  Bang's  Norton,  in  1745.  The 
proceeds  of  the  first  sum  to  apprenticeship  fees  for  two  poor 
boys  of  Enville  yearly ;  and  of  the  latter  to  the  purchase  of  the 
Whole  Duty  of  Man,  for  poor  communicants  of  the  same  parish. 

Geey's  Chaeity. — H.  Grey,  in  1667,  left  568.  per  annum 
for  the  poor  of  Enville,  to  be  given  away  on  the  Annunciation 
and  St.  Michael's-day. 

Dickens's  Chaeity. — Tomyns  Dicke^^,  1689,  left  the  rent 
of  10  acres  of  land,  called  the  Hayes,  in  Enville — to  be  distri- 
buted six  days  before  Christmas,  and  six  days  before  Easter. 

Watts's  Chaeity.— Abigail  Watts,  1726,  left  £10,  the 
yearly  interest  to  be  given  to  two  poor  widows  by  the  Minister. 

Elcock's  Chaeity. — John  Elcock,  about  1773,  left  £Q,  ther 
interest  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for  the  poor,  and  given  away  on 
Whit  Monday. 

Geavenoe's  Chaeity. — Edward  Gravenor  left  £10,  the 
interest  whereof  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  rent  of  his  house  at 
the  Hollies,  to  be  given  to  40  poor  people  in  threepences,  on 
St.  Michael's-day,  by  the  Overseers  and  Wardens. 

The  Earl  of  Stamfoed's  Charity. — The  Earl  of  Stamford, 
on  the  8th  of  April,  1807,  invested  £518  15s.  in  purchasing 
£633  6s.  8d.  worth  of  bank  consols,  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  better  support  of  poor  men  and  women  of 
Enville,  especially  the  infirm  and  the  sick. 

Pooe's  Land. — By  a  map,  made  about  1 765,  there  are  two 
parcels  of  land,  containing  1a.  3r.  37p.,  let  under  a  lease  of  99 
years,  to  Earl  Stamford,  in  the  year  1745. 
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BEEWOOD. 


Beewood  is  a  very  ancient  town,  11  miles  from  StaflTord ;  the 
Boman  Watling-street  bounds  it  on  the  north.  The  parish 
contains  12,000  acres,  and  about  3,600  inhabitants. 

King  John  occasionally  resided  at  Brewood;  and  Bishop 
Hurd,  of  Worcester,  was  a  scholar  in  the  School  that  Doctor 
Johnson  applied  to  be  usher  in. 

Chillington  Hall,  the  seat  of  the  GiflFard  family,  two  miles 
from  Brewood,  was  erected  under  the  directions  of  Sir  John 
Soane ;  it  is  surrounded  by  a  noble  park,  ornamented  with  a 
lake  of  100  acres.  The  Giffard  family  rendered  good  services 
to  Charles  II.  when  at  Boscobel,  Shropshire,  which  is  close  to 
Chillington. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  earliest  mention  of  this  school  is  in  a  bill  of  complaint, 
exhibited  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  in  the  4th  year  of  Chas.  I., 
by  Francis  Moore,  of  Brewood,  against  Walter  Giffard  and 
others,  stating  that  there  was,  and  had  been,  a  school  of  learn- 
ing from  time  immemorial,  reputed  to  be  founded  by  Dr. 
Knightley,  who  had  conveyed  to  Sir  Thomas  Giffard  lands  and 
houses  for  the  sole  use  of  the  school :  and  had  also  deposited  in 
his  hands  divers  great  sums  of  money,  to  buy  lands,  &c.,  the 
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rents  whereof  were  to  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the  school, 
and  a  schoolmaster  and  usher,  who  should  teach  '^  foreigners  as 
well  as  parishioners,  without  taJdng  anything  therefor :''  and 
also  that  Sir  John  Giffard,  father  of  Sir  Thomas,  had,  70  years 
before,  by  will,  devised  to  the  school  several  messuages  and 
lands  at  Hartley  Green. 

A  commission  was  at  once  appointed,  and  sat  on  3rd  Oct., 
and  the  rents  were  found  to  be  £37  6s.  2d.  per  annum,  and  the 
commissioners  found  that  Walter  GrifGard  had  taken  the  rents 
for  13  years,  and  had  converted  part  of  them  to  his  own  use. 
He  was  thereupon  ordered  to  convey,  within  12  months,  all  the 
school  properties  to  Thomas  Lane  and  others,  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  school,  and  the  Court  of  Chancery  confirmed  the 
order  the  following  year. 

The  same  complainant  (F.  Moore)  commenced  another  suit, 
in  the  6th  year  of  Chas.  I.,  to  recover  the  whole  of  the  rents  of 
some  lands  and  premises  at  Wheaton  Aston,  which  were  only 
paying  the  school  50s.  per  annum,  and  it  was  ordered  that  aU 
the  rents  should  go  to  the  use  of  the  school.  Exceptions  to 
this  order  were  taken,  and  nothing  was  done  during  the  lives 
of  the  parties.  The  suit  was  revived  in  the  26th  of  Chas.  II., 
and  on  the  6th  of  May,  two  years  after,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
gave  judgment  against  the  claimants. 

In  1726  it  was  decreed,  that  when  five  trustees  only  were 
living,  they  should  elect  ten  more ;  that  the  premises  should  not 
be  let  for  more  than  21  years ;  that  the  schoolmcusters  should 
pay  rent  for  the  houses  .they  occupied;  that  a  rent-receiver 
should  be  appointed,  at  not  more  than  20s.  per  annum ;  and 
that  the  rents  should  -be  divided,  two-thirds  to  the  schoolmaster 
and  one-third  to  the  second  master. 

On  the  28th  February,  1800,  the  Rev.  Hamlet  Harrison, 
head-master  of  the  School,  for  the  sum  of  £200  (jointly  paid  by 
the  Bishop  of  Worcester  and  Sir  Edward  Littleton),  conveyed 
two  houses  and  gardens,  at  Dean's-end,  and  also  the  second 
master's  school,  his  own  properties,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  school ;  and  od  the  19th  of  September,  1801,  the  surrender 
of  these  premises  was  made  to  the  school  trustees.     In  the 
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new  trust  deed  the  second  master  is  allowed  to  reside  rent-free, 
if  he  occupied  one  of  the  above-named  houses. 

By  an  Act  of  Parliament,  for  inclosing  the  common  of  Water 
Eaton,  the  Hon.  Edward  Monckton  exchanged, (in  1801),  with 
the  school  trustees  13a.  3r.  24p.  gf  land  for  15a.  Or.  36p.  of  the 
school  lands. 

In  1802,  an  exchange  was  effected  whereby  Wm.  Careless 
transferred  to  the  school  1a.  2r.  30p.  of  copyhold,  and  3  roods 
of  freehold  land  for  two  messuages  belonging  to  the  school. 

In  1809,  a  survey  of  the  school  properties  took  place,  and 
the  total  value  was  found  to  be  £412  5s.  2d. 

In  1801,  the  trustees  ordered  that  half  a  guinea  per  quarter 
should  be  paid  for  learning  to  write  and  to  cast  accounts ;  but 
in  1810  it  was  ordered  that  the  scholars  should  be  taught  free. 
In  1820,  there  were  35  boys  in  the  upper,  and  21  in  the  lower 
school.  Of  the  35  in  the  upper  school,  there  were  25  boarders 
in  the  master^s  house,  and  five  out-boarders. 

In  1850,  the  election  of  a  head-master  took  place.  In  the 
circular  addressed  in  reply  to  the  applicants,  it  is  stated,  that 
the  head  master's  income  is  about  £275  per  annum — residence, 
rent-free,  and  a  very  good  garden  and  playground ;  that  there 
is  a  fund  of  £17  10s.  per  annum  for  repairing  the  house — that 
the  head  master  is  allowed  to  take  20  boarders  (the  average 
from  1844  to  1850  being  14,  and  the  number  of  day  boys  38, 
paying  5s.  per  quarter  for  writing' ;  that  the  boys  in  the  upper 
school,  including  the  boarders,  are  not  to  exceed  40 ;  and  the 
removal  of  any  boy  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  School  to  be 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  one  or  more  of  the  visitors.* 

The  Trustees  are : — 

Earl  Talbot,  Earl  of  Bradford,  Earl  Dartmouth,  Lord  Bagot,  Lord  Hather- 
ton.  Lord  Wrottesley,  Sir  Rt.  Pigot,  Hon.  and  Rev.  A.  C.  Talbot,  Capt.  Bagot, 
the  Dean  of  Lichfield,  Hon.  Robert  Curzon,  Hon.  Walter  Wrottesley,  Major 
Chetwynd,  George  Monckton,  Esq.,  T.  W.  Giffard,  Esq.,  W.  P.  Giffard,  Esq., 
John  Coates,  Esq.,  Erancis  Eld,  Esq.,  H.  V.  Graham,  Esq.,  R.  Levett,  Esq., 
R.  Levett,  jun.,  Esq.,  Rev.  A.  B.  Haden,  and  Rev.  J.  Salt. 

Head  master,  in  1859,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Brown;  second  master,  the  Rev.  Wm. 
Rushton. 

*  This  is  a  ridiculous  rule,  and  should  be  at  the  option  of  the  maaten. 
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The  schools  are  situated  very  advantageously,  well  built, 
with  good  playgrounds,  in  a  delightful  district,  and  within  two 
miles  of  a  railway  station — ^yet  they  are  almost  a  blank.  There 
are  but  26  boys  in  both  the  schools,  divided  thus  : — Head 
master's  boarders,  0;  day-scholars,  18.  Second  master's 
boarders,  1 ;  day-scholars,  8 ;  who  pay  as  follows : — ^£1  per 
ann.  for  writing,  arithmetic,  &c. ;  and  also  for  all  their  books 
in  both  schools. 

The  second  school  averaged  25  boys  for  16  years  past ;  and 
the  head  school  40  for  nine  years,  and  has  had  as  many  as  60. 
The  salaries  are,  £300  to  the  head,  and  £150  to  the  second 
master.  The  new  room  for  the  head  school  was  built  in  1851, 
and  is  40  feet  by  25  feet. 

The  examination  takes  place  on  Nov.  1st,  and  prizes  to  the 
amount  of  £10  are  distributed. 

There  has  been  a  long  dispute  about  a  sale  of  some  of  the 
school  properties,  the  letters  relating  to  which,  published  in  the 
papers,  are  appended,  as  also  an  interesting  article  taken  &om 
a  work  entitled  "  Notes  and  Collections  on  Brewood.'' 

The  decay  of  the  school  is  due  to  the  fact  of  the  parishioners 
having  no  control  over  it.  Men  of  title  and  others,  moving  in 
the  highest  ranks  of  society  are  trustees,  and,  living  as  they  do 
mostly,  at  a  distance,  they  think  very  little  of  Brewood  School. 
Such  a  state  of  things  cannot  be  tolerated  much  longer,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  parishioners  will  at  once  take  steps  to 
make  the  school  available  in  the  highest  degree. 


BREWOOD  CHARITIES. 


Collie's  Charity. — Francis  Collie,  Vicar  of  Bushbury,  left 
83s.  4d.  per  annum  to  80  of  the  poor  of  Brewood  town,  to  be 
given  to  them  on  Good  Friday, — 12d.  each;  and  8d.  to  the 
Minister  for  announcing  the  distribution  in  the  Church,  on  the 
previous  Sunday;  and  8d.  to  the  clerk  for  ringing  the  bell  firom 
seven  to  eight  o'clock  on  Good  Friday  morning;  and  Is.  each  to 
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the  churchwardens  for  distributing  the  money.  This  benefac- 
tion has  since  been  raised  to  £7  per  annum,  being  a  moiety  of 
£14  rent  of  a  house,  garden,  orchard,  &c.,  and  four  pieces  of 
land  (9a.  3r.  21p.)  ;  the  other  half  being  devoted  to  Bushbury 
by  the  donor. 

Smiths'  (and  others)  Charity. — Thomas  Smith,  of  Black- 
ladies,  gave  £40,  and  his  sons  and  son-in-law  gave  £20.  These 
sums  were  laid  out  in  land,  and  the  land  was  afterwards  sold 
for  £40 ;  and  William  Smith  gave  £40,  and  Mrs.  Jane  Lee 
gave  £10.  These  were  aU  laid  out  in  land  belonging  to  Mr. 
Huntbach,  of  Brinsford,  which  measures  7a.  24p.,  and  brings 
in  £3  10s,  per  annum,  which  is  given  to  the  poor  on  Good 
Friday. 

Further  Benefactions. 

Wm.  Fowke  (1653),  gave  £20 ;  John  Fowke  (1665),  gave 
£10;  Mary  Skyrmshire  (1670),  gave  £20;  Henry  Fowke 
(1682),  gave  £50. — For  these  four  benefactions,  Thomas  Fowke 
(1683),  assigned  land  called  the  Dealfe  Heayes,  in  the  Foreign 
of  Walsall  (Bloxwich),  containing  8a.  1r.  2 Op.  Out  of  this 
there  have  been  taken  3a.  26p.  for  the  Wyrley  Canal  (1799), 
and  £1  lis.  6d.  is  paid  annually  by  the  Company. 

Lawrence  Grove,  6d.  each  to  20  poor  widows,  on  Good 
Friday. 

Joseph  Phipps  and  Richard  Higley,  20s.  per  annum. 

Thomas  Slater,  £4  10s.  for  bread  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to 
the  poor. 

Mrs.  Gilbert,  £2  per  annum,  on  the  same  conditions. 
Bichard  Brookes  Ss.,  and  Thomas  Salt,  10s.,  per  annum. 

AU  these  benefactions,  amounting  to  £46  lis.  6d.  per 
annum,  are  distributed  in  small  sums  to  the  poor. 

William  Woolrich,  in  1774,  left  lOs.  per  annum  amongst  10 
poor  persons,  to  be  given  at  Christmas. 

Thomas  Careless,  of  Water  Eaton,  left  the  rent  of  a  piece  of 
land,  called  the  Poor's  Butt.  This  brings  in  10s.  per  annum, 
and  is  given  to  the  poor  in  sums,  of  Is.  each. 
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DESCRIPTION  of  PKEMTSES  BELONGING  to  BREWOOD  SCHOOL, 
as  specified  in  the  InqnisitiQii  of  the  4th  year  of  King  Charles  Ist. 

"  The  messuage,  house,  or  tenement,  in  Brewood  aforesaid,  commonly  used 
as  a  school  house,  and  wherein  the  school  was  then  kept,  together  with  the 
garden,  backside  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging ;  another  messuage,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  Brewood  aforesaid ;  all  those  two  meadows  and  leasows 
called  the  Steadefouldes ;  and  all  the  leasow  and  meadow,  and  parcel  of  pasture 
and  meadow  called  Cawsey  Leasow  and  Cawsey  Meadow ;  and  all  those  parcels 
of  land  being  in  the  fields  or  places  thereafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  in  the 
New  Bidding,  three  acres  of  Lmd,  or  thereabouts ;  in  the  Swinesdale,  one  acre 
of  land,  or  thereabouts ;  in  the  Neachills  Field,  three  acres  of  land,  or  there- 
abouts ;  in  Butt's  Field,  two  acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts ;  in  Crosse  Field,  two 
acres  of  land,  or  thereabouts ;  in  Hargrave's  Field,  two  acres  and  a  half  or  there- 
abouts ;  in  Churgraye  Hill  Field,  two  acres,  or  thereabouts ;  in  Little  Lounges 
Field,  half  an  acre,  or  thereabouts ;  and  all  that  little  meadow  called  the  Tadpole 
Sych ;  all  that  dose  called  Mason  Field ;  and  one  half  of  all  that  meadow  called 
Emmott's  Meadow;  and  certain  lands  lying  in  Churgreaye  HiU  Field  afore- 
said, adjoining  to  the  pathway,  which  were  theretofore  yalued  or  demised  at  18d. 
by  the  year ;  and  all  that  cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of  John 
Tumey ;  and  all  that  messuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of  Hugh 
Dickenson,  together  with  one  acre  of  arable  land,  or  thereabouts,  inHar- 
greaye  Field ;  and  one  other  acre  of  arable  land,  or  thereabouts,  in  Churgreaye 
Hill  Field,  to  the  said  messuage  belonging ;  and  all  that  house,  with  the  appur- 
tenances, garden  and  backside,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Webb;  and  all  that  tene- 
ment, with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Hilton,  together  with  one 
leasow  and  one  meadow,  called  Oake  Bidding  Leasow  and  Meadow ;  and  in  Har- 
[  greaye  Field  aforesaid,  four  butts ;  in  Butt  Field,  four  butts ;  in  Church  Field 
one  head  land ;  and  all  that  cottage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tenure  of 
Francb  Eaton;  and  all  that  cottage,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Henry  Tranter ;  and 
one  acre  of  land  lying  in  Horsebrook  Field ;  and  one  acre  of  land  in  Somerford, 
in  the  said  county  of  Stafford,  in  a  field  there  called  Stonebridge  Field ;  and  one 
dose,  called  the  Little  Hiltleys ;  and  one  dole  of  meadow,  lying  in  Horsebrook 
meadow ;  and  one  cottage,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Tranter,  and  the  other  half  of 
Enmiotf  s  Meadow ;  one  dose,  called  the  Candd's  Close ;  one  dose  called  the 
Burgage;  and  one  dose,  in  the  tenure  of  John  Fowke,  esquire ;  and  one  acre 
and  a  half  of  Lmd  lying  in  the  Street  Fidd;  and  one  acre  and  ahalf  of  landlying 
in  the  Mill  Fidd ;  all  which  said  premises  were  situate  within  the  parish  of  Bre- 
wood, in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  certain  portions  or  parcels  of  land  called 
the  Stainleys ;  and  a  pasture  or  pared  of  land  called  the  Staddees,  or  Coppy  Lea- 
sow, lying  in  Wiball,  in  the  said  county ;  and  one  meadow  called  Oxley,  into  two 
parts  diyided,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Bushbury,  in  the  aforesaid  county ;  and  the 
yearly  rent  of  20s,  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  and  certain  lands  called  Hartley 
Green." 
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A  PARTICULAR  OF  THE  LANDS  BELONGING  TO  BREWOOD 
SCHOOL,  according  to  Surveys  respectively  made  in  the  years  1779  and 
1809,  including  a  Valuation  thereof  in  1809,  with  the  Rents  in  1820. 


Names  and  Sitaations  of  the  Parcels. 


Biisbbury 
Upper  College  Moor 
Lower  ditto  •. 
Near  ditto     . . 
Middle  ditto.. 


At  a  place  called  the  New  Invention,  Willen- 

hall. 
Far  Piece 
Wallor's  Piece 
Flax  Piece    . 
Middle  Piece 
Big  J*iece 
Little  Piece . 


WiUenhall. 


Wood's  Piece 
Little  Piece  . 
Flat  Piece     . 

Flax  Piece    . 

Pen'B  Piece  . 

Upper  Pool  Hay    . 
Lower  Pool  Hay    . , 
Evan's  Piece 
Long  Piece  .. 
Pendlebury  Piece  . 

Firat  Piece    . . 
Clover  Piece 
Barn  Piece  . . 
Small  i'iece  . . 
Gorsty  Piece.. 


Brewood 

Lower  Priest  Riddings 

Upper  Priest  Riddings 
Casey's  Rough  Leaaow 

Mason's  Field 
Great  Pease  Croft  . . 
Little  Pease  Croft  . . 
Far  £cb ills  ..         .• 

NearEchills 

Lower  Echilla 

Groom  Riddinga  '. . 
Lower  Riddinffs 
Horae-brook  Piece 

Shonlder  of  Mutton 
Swine's  Dale 
Hilthy 

Great  Gorsty  Croft. . 
Little  GorstV  Croft. . 

LitUe  EchlU 
Chandler  *s  Croft    . . 
Stoker  a  Croft 

Shut  Green  Dole   . . 
Ditto  ditto   . . 


»• 


Surveyor 
1779. 

A.  R.  P. 

6  2  32 

3  0  5 

4  1  19, 


Survey  of 

1S()9. 


2 

3  27 

16 

0  3 

3 
3 

4 
3 

4 
1 

2  24 
1  24 
0  4 

0  '29 
0   23 

3  0 

2 
1 

1 

{? 

1 

2 

3  31 
3  07 
3  Cf 

2  8 

3  34 
2  18 
1  34 

0 

3 
2 
2 

0  8 

2  2 

0  24 

1  4 

3 
3 
3 
2 

4 

2  39 
1  15 
1  26 
1  5 
0  29 

67 

1  31 

7 

3  11 
2  16 
1  34 
0  16 

6 
8 
2 

4 

3  32 
2  0 
2  11 
1  0 

S  22 

<i 

3  22 
1  S 

0  35 
a  4 

3 
d 
2 

9  13 
1  16 
S  8 

2 
2 

2  27 
0  8 

1 
I 

1 

236 
0  4 
2  0 

0 
0 

8  16 
1  2 

A.  H.  P. 

5  2  3H 

3  0  .3(1 

1 7  0  20 


16  0  8 


} 


3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
I 

3 
2 
2 


4 
2 
3 
2 
4 


} 


{ 


2 

7 

7 
8 
2 
4 
1 
1 

4 

■3 
2 

3 
6 
S 

2 
S 

I 
1 
1 

0 
0 


2 
1 
3 


27 
20 

at) 


0  3<» 


1 

3 

1 
0 
1 


14 
27 

0 

14 

7 


5  2  20 
4  3  0 


2 

3  24 

4  1 

2^ 

2 

3  26 

2  18 

3 

S 

0  31 

4  9 

6 

2 

2  33 

2  19 

6 

2 

0  18 

2  19 

n 

0  1 
3  16 

1  10 
0  2.) 
0  19 


68  2  38 


4  1  36 


1  33 
0  2^3 


1 
12 
13 
34) 
16 
2i> 


3  88 

2  3 

3  6 

2  21 

2  1 

3  1 

3  2 
0  16 

3  0 
0  10 

0  26 

S36 

1  6 


Valuation  in  1Biy{). 


£    s.  d. 

17  4  3 

9  11  3 

21  7  6 


16 
13 
18 


3  19 


11 

17 


9 

n 

8 

9\ 

6| 


5  0  9 

1  15  5; 

2  6  10^ 

5  18  11 
5  4  6 


3  8 
10  14 


6  1 

11  12 

5  6 

4  11 


48  3  0 


19  17  7 


6  16  2i 

4  11  21 

5  0  6 
3  4  3 
5  11  2 


6  a  li 

9 
3i 


4 

0 
2 


5  7 
10  11 

6  19 

6i 

1 

0 

11  7 
4  4 

P 

3  14 
2  16 

7 

6  10 
3  16 
3  11 

3 
6 
0 

37  13  OJ 


Rents  in 
1820. 


£    B.  d. 


40  0  0 


23  0  0 


60  0  0 


25  3  4| 


20 

8 

2 

20 

8 

0 

9 

9 

2 

9 

0 

2 

19 

a 

0 

10 

d 

0 

27  10  lOi 


25  3  0 


27  10  6 


22  17 
11  8 

^i 

24  10 
12  12 

0 
0 

15  IS 

H 

29  0 

0 

6  11 

3J 

6  11 

0 

13  18 
1  1 
0  8 

6 
0 

4 

12  16 
0  19 
0  10 

0 

4 
2 

SCHOOL  PfiOPEBTT. 


133 


Names  and  Situations  of  the  Parcels. 


Valaation  at  the  time  of  Exchange. 


£  B.  d. 
flhergraye's  HiU  Field  9  15  (^ 
Lower  ditto  ..    5.   7    I 

Far  Forge  Piece  ..377 

Ditto  Meadow  . .  . .  2  17  0 
Near  Forge  Piece  ..616 
Ditto  Meadow  ..  ..300 
Tadpole  Sitch  ..  ..  S  0  5^ 
Stone  Bridge  Leasow. .  1  15  0 
Dole  in  Forge  Meadow..  0  9  9] 
DittoinHorsebrookdo.    0    8    0 


A. 

3 
2 
S 
1 
2 
1 
0 
1 
0 
0 


B.  P. 

0  26 
3  36 

2  16 
0  3« 

3  2i 
0  32 
3  9 
0  0 
0  15 
1 


27  15  10|        15    0  36 


▼alned  at  the  pnr 
jei27  lOs    Od 


S  f  Honacs  and  a  stable, 

chase  price  of 
1  Honae  and  Garden 
I  Ditto 
1  Ditto 

1  Ditto 

2  Ditto 
1  Ditto 
1  Ditto 
1  Ditto 
1  Ditto  «. 
1  Shed 

1  Small  house 
Schooliioase  and  fptrden 
Bcbool  croft,  with  Emery's  croft  and  part  of 

Pinfold  croft  below 

f  Oiyen  in  exchange  to  William  Careless. 

Becrd.  in  exchange  from  Hon.  £.  Monckton. 
YaluiUion  and  snrrey  at  the  time 


Pinfold  Croft  . . 
Emerr'a  Croft . . 
Briokiln  Leaaow 
Part  of  Boond  Bash 


£ 

10 

2 

9 

6 


9. 
0 
5 
7 
4 


d. 

0 

0 

3 

6 


A.. 

4 

1 
6 
3 


B. 

0 
0 
1 
2 


p. 
0 
0 

16 

8 


27  16    9 


13    3  24 


ReoeiTCd  in  exchange  from  Wm.  Careless. 
Remainder  of  Bonnd  Bush 


Part  of  afield  acUolning 


1    2  30 
0    3    0 


I    2  30 
Valaed  at  the  purchase  price  of  £127  10  4| 


Snrvoyof 
1779. 


A.   B.   P. 


vidose 


0 
0 


1  23 
I  12 


\ 


d 

9 

a 

2 

0 


I 

-1 
1 

3 


o 
o  e 

n 

I" 

2  19 
0  32 


.• 


}» 


94    0  22 


177    2  16 


Survey  of 
1809. 


1    2  22 
5    2  21 


2    1  27 

4    3  39 


6    334 


94    3  25 


179    2  31 


Valaation  1809. 


8  15  111 


16  15    3 


9  19    9 


iBenta  in 
1820. 


16    7  Hi 


6  0 
4    4 

7  0 

4  10 
10    0 

5  0 

5  10 

6  6 

8  0 
1     1 


Bent  issuing  oat  of  premises  at  Hartley  Green,  the  property  of  Mr.  Boden 

Ditto,  ditto,  Wheaton  Aston,  the  property  of  Mr.  Starkle 

Ditto,  ditto,  Wheaton  Aston,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Rylands 

Amoont  of  rental  applicable  to  the  salaries  of  the  masters. . . . 
Benefiwtions  of  Sir  Ed.  Littleton  and  the  B.  Worcester  |  J  hS5J|* f" 

Total  Brittal 

*  Used  by  the  Under  Master  for  his  residence. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


9  12    0 

6  15    2 
9    9    9 


16  18    0 


403  10  2 

10  0 

1  10  0 

1    U  0 

407    0  2 

5    5  0 

412    5  2 


Of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  above  schedole^  a  most 
valuable  portion^  the  ''Willenhall  Estate/'  was  sold  by  the 
trustees,  in  1853,  to  P.  Williams,  Esq.,  for  £4,560.     This  gave 

s 
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rise  to  a  legthened  dispute,  which  resulted  in  the  re-sale  of  the 
property  by  Mr.  Williams  for  £6,400,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school.  Valuations  of  the  property  were  taken  in  order  to  show 
that  the  school  sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  sale.  It  is  very 
evident  that  the  sale  was  done  in  hot  haste,  and  that  it  was  not 
at  all  called  for :  but,  even  had  it  been  so,  the  property  should 
have  been  sold  after  due  care  had  been  taken  to  have  it  valued 
on  behalf  of  the  school. 

This  matter  is  one  of  the  greatest  proofs  of  ^e  evil  of  allow- 
ing the  Court  of  Chancery  to  be  the  guardian  of  charity  pro- 
perty. It  is  clear  that  the  masters  of  the  school  were  afraid  of 
the  school  being  shut  up,  that  consequently  their  salaries  would 
cease  until  the  Chancery  expences  were  paid,  and  they  there- 
fore submitted  to  the  sale  as  the  least  of  two  evils.  A  pretty 
state  of  things  this  !  A  court  appointed  to  protect  properties, 
with  every  power  to  see  fair  play  done,  is  actually  dreaded  in- 
stead of  being  trusted  by  those  under  its  directions. 

The  valuations  were  as  follow  : — 

First. — Mr.  North,  mining  surveyor  for  20  years,  of  Wol- 
verhampton, states  that  Brewood  School  Estate,  at  Willenhall, 
consists  of  20a  2r.  !I9p.  in  the  upper,  and  48a.  Or.  24p.  in  the 
lower  part;  and  that,  even  admitting  that  the  mines  were 
faulty  under  one  portion  of  the  estate,  it  was  worth  £200  per 
acre  for  cash,  or  £300  per  acre  if  paid  by  instalments ;  and  with 
the  surface  lands,  £330  per  acre. 

Second. — Mr.  Henry  Beckett,  land  and  mining  agent,  of 
Wolverhampton,  who  surveyed  the  township  of  Willenhall  in 
1838,  states  that  he  had  valued  land  adjoining  the  Brewood 
School  land  at  New  Invention,  at  more  than  three  times  the 
amount  per  acre  that  had  been  oflFered  for  the  Brewood  pro- 
perty, viz.,  £67  per  acre.  He  puts  down  the  value  as  follows, 
allowing  for  all  faults: — the  large  estate  at  £270  per  acre, 
£13,000;  the  second  estate,  at  £230  per  acre,  d^,728:  total, 
£17,728. 

Third. — ^Mr.  Isaac  Hill,  mining'agent,  of  Wednesfield,  states 
that  he  resides  within  two  miles  of  the  Brewood  school  estate ; 
that  £450  per  acre  has  been  oflfered  for  land  without  100  yards 
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thereof,  and  refused ;  that,  with  allowance  for  all  faults,  he  esti* 
mates  the  estates  at  £180  per  acre  for  cash;  or  £280  per  acre 
if. paid  by  14  annual  instalments  of  £1375  :  total  £19,250. 

Fourth. — Mr.  Thomas  Page,  of  Wolverhampton,  surveyor 
and  estate  agent,  states  that  for  thirteen  years  he  had  been  a 
surveyor  of  mining  properties ;  that  he  has  resided  all  his  life 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  Brewood  school  property ;  that  por- 
tions of  the  adjoining  estate  (Crockett's)  have  been  sold  at  £250 
to  £300  per  acre ;  that  he  estimates  as  follows : — ^the  house, 
buildings,  and  land,  for  agricultural  purposes  only,  £4456  10s.; 
the  minerals,  £9273  10s.  He  also  points  out  the  advantages 
of  their  being  situate  between  two  canals  (the  New  and  the 
Birmingham),  and  that  year  by  year  the  property  must  increase 
in  value. 

A  gentleman  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  school, 
remarks  as  follows : — "  The  most  insignificant  property  was 
never  so  sold.  There  were  only  two  advertisements  in  one  of 
the  several  local  papers, — ^no  handbills,  posters,  plans,  &c.,  as 
is  usual  in  such  sales,  and  a  most  damaging  statement,  [written 
and  read,  was  made  in  the  room  previously  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  biddings.  There  was  a  general  call  of  shame ;  and 
Mr.  Chambley,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Brewood,  rose  and  declared  that  he  had  never 
witnessed  such  conduct  in  a  [sale  room.  Mr.  Horn  and  Mr. 
Venables,  London  gentlemen,  had  each  previously  oflTered 
£9,000  for  the  property;  but  after  the  statement  that  was 
read,  they  refused  to  oppose  each  other,  and  the  property  was 
ultimately  knocked  down  at  £6,400,  an  increase  of  £1,840 
upon  the  amount  at  which  it  had  been  previously  sold  to  Mr. 
Williams." 

Although  the  property  has  been  sold  and  re-sold,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  it  could  be  recovered  were  some  of  the  inhabitants  to 
present  a  petition  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  through  the  Charity 
Commissioners.  That  is  their  oflGlce,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they 
will  be  jnoved  thereto.  Appended  are  the  letters  and  corres- 
pondence connected  with  the  controversy  on  the  transaction 
between  the  parties  interested  in  the  proceedings. 
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LETTERS,   ETC.,   RELATRTl  TO  THE   SALE    OF    SCHOOL 

PROPERTY  AT  WILLENHALL. 


Brewood,  May  16tli,  1853. 
To  the  InhahitanU  of  Brewood  and  the  Public  generally. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  remind  many  of  you  that  there  exists  in  the  town  of 
Brewood  an  excellently  endowed  Grammar  School,  offering  a  free  classical 
education  to  every  poor  boy  in  the  kingdom,  and  that  Bishop  Hurd  and  other 
eminent  men  have  availed  themselves  of  its  privileges. 

It  is  not,  however,  generally  known  that  there  is  attached  to  it  landed 
property  of  considerable  value — and  that  an  attempt  has  been  recently  made  to 
sell  the  most  valuable  part  thereof. 

It  is  questioned  whether  the  sum  of  £4560  is  at  all  an  adequate  price  for  68 
acres,  3  roods,  3  perches  of  an  estate  lying  within  a  mile  of  Willenhall,  having 
collieries  in  full  work  within  one  hundred  yards  of  its  boundary,  and  separated  only 
by  a  hedge  and  ditch  from  mines  for  which  sums  from  £250  to  £500  per  acre  are 
asked,  and  for  which  I  am  credibly  informed  the  sum  of  £450  has  been  oflFered. 

The  existence  of  mines  under  the  school  estate  cannot  be  denied — they  are 
there,  and  no  manner  of  ingenuity  can  for  the  present  remove  them.  I  shall  not 
rest  satisfied  until  their  intrinsic  value  has  been  proved,  and  the  general  afFaira  of 
the  school  investigated  by  the  authority  and  sanction  of  the  Court  of  Chancery. 

The  papers  arc  now  in  Town ;  and  believing  that  the  mode  adopted  for  selling 
the  estate  most  objectionable,  and  that  the  sum  at  which  the  trustees  had  con- 
tracted to  scU  was  inadequate  to  its  real  value,  I  have  addressed  the  trustees  and 
their  solicitor  on  the  subject;  and  in  order  that  you  and  the  public  may  understand 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  form  an  opinion  with  myself,  I  lay  the  correspondence 
before  you  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  written. 

HENRY  TURNER. 


Wolverhampton,  May  6th,  1853. 

Dear  Sir — I  am  disappointed  in  not  hearing  from  you  upon  my  second  letter, 
but  that  you  may  understand  my  observation  in  my  letter,  as  to  respecting  your 
motives  in  writing  at  that  particular  date,  I  beg  to  explain  myself,  though,  I 
believe,  no  such  explanation  with  you  is  necessary. 

No  doubt  you  had  heard  that  certain  enquiries  had  been  set  on  foot  relatiye 
to  the  management  of  the  Brewood  School — that  a  valuation  of  the  property  had 
been  obtained— that  parties  had  been  corresponded  with^solicitors  spoken  to, 
and,  in  fact,  steps  taken  towards  an  enquiry. 

When  I  allude  to  the  manner  in  which  yon  treated  us  on  the  sale  (refusing  to 
let  us  know  what  the  trustees  asked),  and  subsequently  selling  the  land  (68a.  2b, 
33f.),  including  mines  for  £4i60O,  while  the  sum  of  £5550  was  the  price  aaked  in 
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Deoember  last,  by  public  adrertisement,  for  twenty  acres  of  the  adtjomixig  land 
and  mines,  or  £250  per  acre  for  the  mines  alone,  I  think  it  only  right  that  an 
enquiry  should  be  entered  into ;  and  let  me  assure  you,  that  write  and  do  what 
you  will,  I  shall  not  be  deterred  &om  my  purpose.  In  a  few  days  you  will  hear 
farther  on  this,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  would  suggest  that  the  completion  of  the 
sale  of  the  property  would  be  better  suspended. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  troly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
6.  Robinson,  Esq. 

[N.B. — ^The  two  letters  referred  to  were  on  other  business.] 


Darlington-street,  May  7th,  1853. 
Sir— I  have  received  your  letter  respecting  the  Brewood  SchooL 
I  am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  first  paragraph  refers  to.     I  receired 
a  letter  &om  you  respecting  your  obligations  to  Mr.  Sherwin's  estate,  and  I  haye 
received  no  other  letter  from  you. 

I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  second  paragraph  means.    I  know 
nothing  of  the  enquiries  you  refer  to. 

On  the  other  part  of  your  letter,  it  b  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  say,  I  have 
no  authority  to  correspond  with  you. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
H.  Turner,  Esq.  G.  ROBINSON. 


Wolverhampton,  May  7th,  1853. 

Dear  Sir~I  am  instructed  to  apply  to  you,  as  secretary  and  solicitor  to  the 
trustees  of  Brewood  Free  Grammar  School,  for  the  following  information  relative 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  sale  of  the  estate  belonging  to  the  said  school  has 
been  conducted,  and  upon  the  general  affigdrs  of  the  trust.  I  beg  to  observe,  that 
if  the  reports  in  circulation  are  at  all  correct,  it  behoves  every  inhabitant  Of 
Brewood  and  its  neighbourhood  to  take  part  in  the  enquiry. 

1^  for  one,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Brewood,  feel  no  hesitation  in  enquiring  into 
the  truth  of  the  reports  so  highly  pnjudidal  to  the  interests  of  the  school  I  give 
you  the  substance  of  them,  and  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  whether  all  or  any 
part  of  them  are  correct. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  stated  that  the  estate  agreed  to  be  sold,  consists  of 
68a.  2b.  33f.  of  land  and  mines,  contiguous  to  collieries,  now  opened,  and  in  full 
work. 

That  in  1843,  an  Act  of  Parliament  was  obtained,  authorising  the  sale  of  the 
estate,  on  which  occasion  a  report  was  made  representing  it  to  be  of  great  value. 

That  some  years  ago  an  offer  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand  pounds  was  made  by 
the  late  Mr.  Thomeycroft. 
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That  the  former  head-master  of  the  school,  the  Rev.  Henry  Kempson, 
caused  a  valuation  to  be  made.  That  the  estate  was  then  reported  to  be  worth 
£17,000. 

That  in  the  month  of  March  last,  you  received  several  applications  for  the 
price. 

That  Mr.  Gittings,  of  Bilston,  offered  £80  per  acre  for  twenty  or  thirty  acres 
of  it. 

That  notwithstanding  these  applications,  no  steps  were  taken  by  the  trustees 
to  ascertain  its  real  value. 

That  without  informing  the  parties  the  price,  and  allowing  them  a  fair  oppor- 
tunity of  purchasing,  you  sold  the  whole  68a.  2r.  33p.,  including  mines,  for  £4600, 
while  the  sum  of  £5550  was  the  price  asked  in  December  last  by  public  advertise- 
ment for  twenty  acres  only  of  adjoinmg  land  and  mines,  or  £250  per  acre  for 
mines  alone. 

That  there  are  about  thirty  trustees ;  that  at  a  meeting  convened  by  yon  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  selling  the  estate,  only  two  attended ; 
that  at  the  adjourned  meeting  on  the  Monday  following,  only  six  attended,  and 
passed  resolutions  authorising  the  sale  for  the  sum  mentioned. 

That  a  sum  of  £200  or  £300,  for  land  sold  belonging  to  the  school,  has  never 
been  invested,  but  entirely  lost. 

That  stock,  to  the  amount  of  £600  or  thereabouts,  has  been  sold  out  of  the 
funds  and  improperly  applied,  in  part  discharge  of  a  large  debt  contracted  by  the 
trustees,  for  the  purposes,  among  others,  in  rebuilding  the  school,  which  has 
been  pulled  down  without  competent  authority,  or  any  substantial  complaint 
having  been  made  of  its  insufficiency — from  sixty  to  one  hundred  boys  having 
been  previously  educated  together,  while  at  that  particular  time  there  were  not 
more  than  a  dozen  on  the  foundation. 

That  there  is  still  a  sum  of  six  or  eight  hundred  pounds  due  from  the  school 
estate  to  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Banking  Company,  and  for  which, 
for  several  years  since,  an  annual  deduction  of  something  like  thirty  pounds  has 
been  made  from  the  salaries  of  the  two  masters,  in  order  to  meet  the  accruing 
interest,  in  contravention  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which  particularly  provides 
that  such  salaries  shall  on  no  account  be  made  less  than  the  amount  they  stood  at 
on  the  passing  of  the  Act. 

I  have  now  given  you  the  substance  of  the  reports  in  circulation ;  and  if 
there  is  any  truth  in  them,  it  is  dear  that  the  efficiency  of  the  school  is  about  to 
receive  an  irreparable  injury.  1  shall  be  glad,  therefore,  to  receive  your  early 
explanation,  which  I  hope  will  be  satisfactory. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
George  Robinson,  Esq. 


Darlington-street,  May  7, 1853. 
Sir,— My  note  of  this  moming  was  in  reply  to  yours  of  the  6th.    Bat  I  have 
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since  received  your  letter  of  to  day's  date.    I  can,  as  you  must  be  aware,  have  no 
authority  to  answer  it  without  the  order  of  the  trustees. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  ROBINSON. 
Mr.  Turner,  Solicitor. 

Wolverhampton,  May  9th,  1853. 
Dear  Sir, — I  have  received  your  note  of  the  7th,  declining  the  information 
required.  I  therefore  beg,  as  an  inhabitant  of  Brewood,  that  you  allow  me  the 
inspection  of  the  minute  book  belonging  to  the  school  trust,  in  order  that  I  may 
obtain  necessary  information  to  ground  an  immediate  application  to  the  Court. 
Should  you  refuse  this,  I  shall  forthwith,  and  upon  such  imperfect  information  as 
I  am  in  possession  of,  apply  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  completion  of  the 
sale  until  enquiries  have  been  made  into  the  general  management  of  the  school 
estate,  considering  that  the  mode  of  sale  adopted  by  you  is  not  sanctioned  by  the 
Act  of  Parliament,  nor  can  be  possibly  approved  of  by  any  individual. 

I  beg  also  to  ask  whether  the  report  is  true,  that  you  represented  that  the 
parties  to  whom  you  have  sold  the  estate  are  clients  of  yours  P  Whether  a  reso- 
lution has  been  entered  in  the  minute  book  authorising  the  sale  to  the  parties,  of 
the  land  and  mines  (68a.  2b.  33p.)  for  the  sum  of  £4600  P  And  whether  you  are 
now  proceeding  to  complete  the  purchase  P 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your's  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
6.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Darlington-street,  May  10th,  1863. 
Sir, — 1  know  nothing  in  the  minutes  of  the  trustees  of  Brewood  School 
which  may  not  be  patent  to  the  world ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  there  is  nothing  they 
have  done  which  they  are  not  ready  to  justify  to  any  proper  authority.  But  as 
you  must  be  perfectly  aware,  I  have  no  authority  to  shew  you  these  minutes,  or 
to  answer  any  enquiries  respecting  their  proceedings. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  ROBINSON. 
Mr.  Turner. 


Wolverhampton,  May  10th,  1853. 

BBEWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— *I  have  received  your  note  of  this  morning,  refusing  me  any 
information. 

Hearing  from  the  best  authority  that  you  have  the  conveyance  deed  prepared 
and  engroesed  ready  for  execution,  I  hereby  caution  you  from  getting  it  executed 
until  due  and  fair  enquires  are  made. 
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Why  yon  hurry  on  the  purchase  to  completion  with  this  unbecoming  haste,  I 
do  not  understand. 

Allow  me  again  to  observe  that  you  have  had,  to  my  knowledge,  at  the  least, 
five  parties  wishing  to  treat  for  the  purchase ;  that  one  offered  eighty  pounds  per 
acre,  and  inquired  the  price  for  the  whole ;  another  at  once  offered  EijOOO,  and 
also  inquired,  over  and  over  again,  through  me,  for  the  price ;  another  offered 
£4,500 ;  another  £4,560,  and  that  it  was  ultimately  sold  with  undue  haste,  and 
without  affording  the  parties  a  fair  chance  of  ascertaining  its  real  value,  and 
bidding  what  they  considered  a  fair  sum. 

I  beg  again  to  ask  if  it  be  true  that  you  have  been  the  solicitor  preparing  the 
conveyance  ? 

I  also  beg  to  add  that  I  am  instructed,  with  all  due  diligence,  to  make  an 
application  to  the  Court  for  an  enqury,  and  an  injunction.    In  the  meantime, 

1  am.  Sir,  your*s  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
G.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Darlington-street,  May  10th,  1853. 
Sir, — ^The  only  answer  I  think  it  necessary  to  give  to  your  last  note  is,  that 
of  course  I  shaU  lay  your  letters  before  the  trustees  at  as  early  a  period  as  I  find 
it  possible  a  sufficient  number  can  attend  a  meeting,  and  that  they,  and  not  me, 
are  the  parties  to  determine  what  answer  they  will  give  to  your  threats,  and  what 
course  they  will  take. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

G.  ROBINSON. 
H.  Tomer,  Esq. 


Wolverhampton,  May  11th,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir — ^In  order  that  the  true  facts  of  this  case  may  be  fairly  laid  before 
the  Court,  and  that  there  should  be  no  misrepresentation,  allow  me  to  enquire. 

Why  the  school  estate  was  offered  at  all  at  this  particular  moment  ? 

Whether  a  large  debt  with  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Banking 
Company  had  been  improperly  contracted  by  the  trustees  ? 

Whether  the  salaries  of  the  two  masters  had  been  for  several  years  past  re- 
duced to  meet  the  accruing  interest  of  that  debt,  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  act? 

Whether  any  complaint  or  representation  of  that  fact  had  been  made  to  the 
trustees  by  both'or  either  of  the  masters  P 

Whether,  in  consequence  of  that  complaint,  steps  were  taken  to  effect,  at  all, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  paying  off  the  debt,  and  releasing  the  salaries  of  the 
mastcrs.from  payment  of  interest  P 
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Whether  all  of  the  trustees  were  invited  to  attend  the  meeting  to  take  the 
sale  into  consideration,  orj  whethel  only  five  or  six  were  mvited  ? 
I  shall  feel  obliged  by  a  reply  in  the  conise  of  the  day. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yonrs  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
G.  Robinson,  Esq. 


Wolverhampton,  May  13th,  1853. 

Dear  Sir, — Will  you  oblige  me  with  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  several 
trustees  of  the  Brewood  Free  Grammar  School  P 

I  do  not  conceal  the  fact,  that  the  information  is  sought  with  the  view  of 
addressing  them  on  the  subject  of  this  trust. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
George  Robinson,  Esq. 


Darlington-street,  May  13th,  1853. 
Sir. — Your  letters  to  me  and  my  replies  to  them  are  being  printed,  and  will  be 
posted  to  the  trustees  of  the  Brewood  School  to-morrow.    A  knowledge  of  this 
may  save  you  much  repetition,  and  I  have   directed  their  addresses  to  be 
forwarded  to  you. 

I  again  request  copies  of  the  notes  I  wrote  to  you,  to  urge  that  the  offer  you 
professed  to  make  for  some  one,  might  be  delivered  in  time  to  be  laid  before  the 
trustees  when  they  met  to  consider  other  offers. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 
Mr.  Turner. 


Wolverhampton,  May  14th,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir— I  have  hitherto  declined  replying  to  your  letter  requesting  copy  of 
the  one  dated  the  26th  March,  in  oonseqnence  of  your 'not  having  replied  to  my 
letters  of  the  10th  and  11th  instant,  requiring  information ;  but  that  you  may  not 
have  the  slightest  grounds  for  complaint,  I  at  once  send  you  copy  required,  and 
beg  also  to  remind  yon  of  the  circumstances  in  connection  with  it.  You  will 
remember  that  on  Thursday,  the  24th  of  March,  I  calle^l  and  mformed  you  that  I 
was  leaving  home  on  that  day  to  spend  Good  Friday  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Easter  holidays,  and  should  not  return  until  the  evening  of  the  day  you  had  con- 
vened a  meeting  of  the  trustees  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  of 
selling  the  school  estate,  and  that  I  begged  of  you  to  remember  that  under- 
standing that  the  trustees  contempbited  selling  for  £3500,  my  client  offered  £4000 

T 
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at  once,  and  waa  prepared  to  give  any  fair  sum  for  the  estate.    Yon  will  remember 

that  I  pressed  you  for  the  price,  and  that  you  positively  refused  to  give  it,  saying 

that  your  hands  were  tied  behind  you — that  on  my  return  late  on  Monday  evening, 

I  found  this  identical  letter  on  my  table — that  it  was  then  too  late  to  reply  to  it, 

however  much  I  might  have  felt  disposed  to  do  so,  as  the  meeting  had  been  over 

some  hours. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
Geo.  Robinson,  Esq. 


{Copy  Letter  referred  to.) 

Dear  Sir — Your  seeing  me  here  on  Monday  morning  is  so  uncertain,  as  I  am 
not  sure  I  shall  be  here,  that  you  had  better  send  me  your  tender  to  the 

school-house. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  ROBINSON. 
H.  Turner,  Esq.,  March  26th,  1853. 


To  the  Trustees  of  Brewood  Free  Grammar  School. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen — As  an  inhabitant  of  Brewood,  naturally  feeling  an 
interest  in  its  foundation  school,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  invite  your  consideration  to 
statements  affecting  its  future  welfare. 

I  am  informed  that  the  sale  of  the  Willenhall  Estate  and  Mines,  the  property 
of  the  school,  consisting  of  68a.  3a.  3f.,  is  all  but  effected  for  the  sum  of  £4560 
or  thereabouts — that  the  conveyance  deed  is  drawn  and  engrossed,  and  now 
awaits  only  your  execution,  although  no  recent  survey  of  the  land  has  been 
obtained. 

Before  you  formally  complete  the  sale,  I  venture  to  lay  before  you  the 
following  facts,  as  affording  some  guide  to  the  real  value  of  the  estate — to  the 
adequacy  of  the  sum  offered — and  the  manner  in  which  the  sale  has  been  conducted. 

That  of  the  existence  of  coal  under  the  school  estate  there  is  no  doubt. 

That  on  obtaining  the  Act  of  Parliament,  authorising  the  sale  of  the  e  stae 
it  was  I  believe  reported  to  the  House  of  Commons  that  they  were  very  valuable 
— ^that  the  sale  of  them  would  enable  the  trustees  to  establish  scholarships, 
appoint  new  masters,  and  extend  the  general  efficiency  of  the  school. 

That  the  preamable  of  the  Act  contains  the  following  recital : — "And  whereas 
there  are  mines  and  veins  of  coal  and  ironstone  in  and  under  the  said  heredita- 
ments. " 

I  have  heard  from  Mr.  Robinson,  your  solicitor,  that  the  Rev.  H.  Kempson, 
some  years  ago,  caused  a  survey  to  be  made;  that  its  value  was  then  estimated  at 
£17.000,  and  that  the  late  G.  B.  Thomeycroft,  Esq.,  offered  the  sum  of  ten  or 
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twelve  thousand  pounds,  sinoe  which  time  the  value  of  the  estate  is  much 
increased. 

That  collieries  have  been  open  contiguous  to  it,  and  are  now  in  full  work. 

That  the  quality  of  the  ooals  brought  to  the  surface  b  first-rate,  and  in  great 
denannd. 

That  two  practical  men,  who  were  employed  some  years  ago  in  boring  for 
ooals  upon  this  particular  estate,  have  been  seen ;  that  they  informed  myself  and 
client  they  had  found  coals  in  five  different  places;  and  an  experienced  mine 
agent,  working  adjoining  pits  recently  opened,  states  that  he  should  consider  £100 
an  acre  for  the  mines  under  the  sdiool  estate  cheap. 

That  in  December  last  there  was  an  advertisement  ia  the  Birmngham  Herald , 
offering  twenty  acres  of  the  a4joining  mines  at  £250  per  acre. 

That  in  March  last,  Mr.  Gettings,  a  respectable  tradesman  (having  works  ad- 
joinmg  the  estate),  offered  £80  per  acre  for  20  or  30  acres  of  the  land.  That  he 
proposed  to  risk  the  chance  of  boring  on  terms  mentioned  ia  his  letter,  and  in- 
quired the  price  of  the  whole,  but  could  not  obtain  it 

That  a  client  instructed  me  to  ascertain  the  price ;  that  I  applied  over  and 

over  again,  but  could  not  obtain  it ;  that  it  was  positively  refused ;  that  I  at  once 

offered,  on  behalf  of  such  client,  £4000,  and  expressed  a  willingness  to  give  what 

was  fair;  that  Mr.  Neve,  of  Wolverhampton,  offered  £4500;  and  that  the  sale  of 

the  estate  is  all  but  completed  for  £4,560,  without  affording  parties  a  fair  chance 

of  competition,  or  ascertaining  its  undoubted  and  real  value. 

I  think  it  right,  therefore,  to  draw  your  attention  to  these  facts,  and  to 

submit  that  the  mines  must  to  some  extent  approach  the  value  of  those  adjoining. 

That  Mr.  Gettings's  offer  for  thirty  acres  at  £80  an  acre,  would  have  realized 

£2400,  leaving  thirty  nine  acres  of  the  best  part  of  the  estate  undisposed  of,  while 

the  whole  is  about  to  be  sold  for  the  mere  value  of  the  surface  land. 

Allow  me  respectfully  to  submit,  that  the  trustees  appoint  a  disinterested 

person  to  look  over  and  report  upon  the  estate,  before  they  inadvertently  commit 

themselves  to  a  course  inflicting  an  irreparable  injury,  not  only  to  the  school,  but 

to  Brewood  and  its  neighbourhood. 

I  beg  to  rem^n,  my  Lords  and  Grentlemen, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
Brewood,  May  9, 1853. 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  capable  of  proving  (and  invite  the  oppor- 
tunity of  doing  so)  that  the  value  of  the  estate  approaches  nearer  twenty  or 
thirty  thousand  pounds  than  £4560 ! ! 


ThefoUofeing  U  a  Cbpy  of  Mr.  Getting^  Letter  r^erred  to. 

Mount  Pleasant,  Bilston,  March  1st,  1853. 
Dear  Sir,— If  the  upper  part  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  B.  G.  School  (which 
I  understand  is  25  or  30  acres)  is  for  sale,  separate  from  the  lower  part,  or  that 
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part  nearest  Willenhall,  I  shall  have  no  objection  to  purchase  it,  and  would  give 
£70  pounds  per  acre,  to  be  paid  in  nine  instalments,  say  three  acres  now  and  three 
acres  per  annum — the  instalments  bearing  interest  of  four  per  cent,  until  paid. 

Or,  if  the  trustees  chose,  I  will  risk  the  expense  of  sinking  and  proving 
whether  there  be  any  mines  under  the  land,  if  they  would  let  me  such  lands  at  a 
moderate  royalty,  and  subject  to  my  being  at  liberty  to  cease  working  if  there 
should  be  no  mines,  or  such  as  would  not  pay.  If  they  object  to  sell  part,  get  me 
the  lowest  terms  for  the  whole.    I  shall  feel  obliged  by  an  answer. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  GETTINGS. 

[Mr.  Gettings  subsequently  offered  hSO  per  acre.] 


Wolverhampton,  May  16th,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

My  Lord, — 1  take  the  liberty  of  again,  through  you,  addressing  the  trustees 
herein. 

The  general  affiairs  of  this  trust  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  brought  before  the 
Court  of  Chancery;  as,  however,  some  time  will  elapse  before  they  can  be 
investigated,  and  finding  that  there  are  annual  deductions  made  from  the  master's 
salaries  which  operate  most  oppressively,  I  beg  to  suggest  to  your  lordship  that 
the  trustees  should  satisfy  themselves  upon  the  legality  of  these  deductions ;  and 
if  so  advised,  immediately  return  the  amount  to  the  masters,  and  allow  no  further 
deductions  to  be  made  in  contravention  of  their  Act  of  Parliament. 

Allow  me,  my  Lord,  to  say,  that  while  acquitting  the  trustees  of  any 
intentional  blame  in  the  conduct  of  the  sale  of  the  school  estate,  I  respectfully 
submit  that  they  should  have  caused  preliminary  enquiries  to  be  made,  and  one 
property  to  have  been  offered  to  public  competition. 

In  conclusion,  I  venture  to  express  my  opinion  that  the  trustees  have  been 
imposed  upon  with  reference  to  the  actual  value  of  the  estate,  and  that  they 
need  only  pay  a  visit  to  the  neighbourhood  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

I  beg  to  remain,  my  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Wrottesley. 


Report  and  Falttation  qf  Fifteen  Enclosures  of  Freehold  Land,  containing  48a. 
Or.  24p.,  with  the  Mines  and  Minerals  in  and  under  the  same,  situate  north- 
east qf  Little  London,  in  the  township  of  Willenhall,  now  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  —  Hemmifigsley ;  also  qf  six  other  Pieces  or  Parcels  qf  Freehold 
Land,  containing  20a.  2r.  19p.,  with  the  Mines  and' Minerals  under  the 
same,  situate  at  the  New  Invention,  and  in  the  occi'pation  qf  the  said  — 
llemmiiujRley. 
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I  have  inspected  the  above  land,  and  find  that  the  48a.  Or.  24p.,  as  herein- 
before described,  is  bounded  on  theTsonth-east  by  land  and  mines,  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Crockett,  and  on  the  south  side  by  land  and  mines,  the  property  of 
William  Stokes,  £sq.,  of  Willenhall. 

The  mining  operations  of  Messrs.  Geo.  Bate  and  Son  are  within  600  or  700 
yards  of  the  south  side  of  this  property,  where  the  mines  of  coal  and  ironstone,  as 
shewn  in  a  "  section  "  annexed  to  that  report,  are  in  full  work. 

In  the  land  belonging  to  Mr.  Stokes,  by  which  this  property  is  boimded  on 
the  south  (which  also  acljoins  the  north-east  side  of  the  colliery  of  Geo.  Bate  and 
Son),  there  were  several "  bore  holes  "  put  down  into  the  new  mine  coal,  and  one 
(to  what  I  belieye  will  prove  to  be  when  further  developed),  to  the  fire-clay  coal, 
situate  wUkin  100  ^ards  of  this  land,  proving  to  some  extent  that  the  mines,  as 
shewn  in  the  "section,"  are  traced  up  to  the  boundary  of  this  estate,  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  as  these  mines  become  further  proved  by  local  operations,  their  value 
will  be  enhanced  in  consequence. 

In  the  20a.  2&.  19p.  of  freehold  land,  at  the  New  Invention,  there  will  not 
only  be  the  same  coal  seams  as  those  proved  in  the  adjoining  collieries  of  G.  B. 
Thomeycroft  and  Co.,  and  Mr.  John  Brewer  respectively  (which  collieries  are  now 
in  operation),  but  there  will  be  the  lower  seams  of  "  yard  coal,"  "  4ft.  coal,"  and 
"Bolton  coal,"  as  well  as  the  ironstone  measures  that  have  been  proved  in  that 
locality. 

In  estimating  the  value  of  these  mines  and  land,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  the 
amount  if  paid  for  in  cash  at  the  time  of  sale,  also  the  price  if  paid  for  by  ifutal- 
ment9—ihat  is  to  say,  for  the  48a.  Ob.  24p.  of  land  and  mines,  £320  to  £350  per 
acre,  payable  by  instalments  of  £1000  when  sold,  and  £1000  per  annum;  or  £200 
to  £220  per  acre,  if  paid  for  when  sold. 

I  consider  £200  per  acre,  prompt  payment,  would  be  a  fair  price  for  the 
20a.  2e.  19p.  of  land  and  mines,  or  £300  per  acre,  payable  by  instalments  of  £450 
when  sold,  and  £450  annually — ^the  instaknents  not  to  be  charged  with  interest  in 
either  case. 

Wolverhampton,  May  16, 1853. 


BBJBWOOD  GBAHMAU  SCnOOL. 

Extract  from  Mr,  TuBNXs's  Noie  in  the  "  Wolverkampton  and  Staffordshire 

Herald;'  qf  Wedncadatf,  the  22ftd  of  June  .— 

"  The  draft  agreement  is  now  before  me^  and  no  doubt  will  be  engrossed  and 
executed  ere  this  is  in  the  hands  of  readers. " 


Wolverhampton,  June  23rd,  1853. 
Dear  Sir— I  am  waiting  the  return  of  your  draft  agreement  from  counsel, 
and  on  receipt  of  it  wiU  inmicdiately  send  it  in.    I  only  left  him  at  half-past  five 
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yesterday  afternoon,  and  received  his  promise  that  he  would  forward  it  by  the  mail 
of  last  night. 

I  have,  however,  placed  the  deposit  in  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire 
Bank,  in  the  joint  names  of  Mr.  Williams  and  myself,  in  order  that  no  doubt 
should  exist  of  my  client's  intention. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
George  Robinson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 


Tuesday  Morning. 
To  prevent  any  mistake,  Mr.  Robinson  informs  Mr.  Turner  that  no  payment 
to  any  account  will  be  noticed :  the  deposit  will  be  received  by  Mr.  P.  Williams 
himself,  on  the  agreement  being  signed  by  the  real  bona  fide  purchaser,  and  for 
the  rest  Mr.  Robinson  refers  to  his  letters. 


Wolverhampton,  June  24th,  1853,  half-past  ten  a.m. 

BKEWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Notwithstanding  my  anxiety  to  sign  the  agreement  prepared  by 
you,  I  nevertheless  on  the  part  of  my  Client^  deemed  it  prudent  to  submit  the 
draft  to  the  Chancery  barrister,  before  whom  the  papers  herein  have  been  laid, 
and  1  am  glad  1  did  so,  for  he  immediately  convinced  me  that  the  agreement 
could  not  be  executed  as  drawn  by  you,  and  every  lawyer  and  man  of  business 
will  agree  on  this  head. 

Counsel  has  no  doubt  that  the  conveyance  from  the  trustees  to  Mr.  P. 
Williams  is  not  worth  a  shilling ;  for  that  with  notice,  and  all  the  published  state- 
ments before  him,  he  purchased  an  estate  belonging  to  a  public  charity  for  (to  say 
the  leoit  of  it)  a  very  inadequate  sum ;  which  circumstance  is  not  at  all  improved 
by  the  fact,  as  it  now  appears  from  your  draft,  that  the  purchase  was  hurriedly 
completed  on  the  30M  ^  May^  in  the  face  of  the  trustees'  pledge  to  call  a  general 
meeting  for  the  21st  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  liaving  the  transaction  inquired 
into. 

Counsel  advised  that  if  my  client  purchased  from  Mr.  P.  Williams,  under  the 
agreement  as  prepared  by  you,  and  proceeded  to  work  the  mines,  he  would  have 
to  account  for  all  profits,  and  lose  all  his  outlay,  and  in  confirmation  cited  the  case 
of  Thomeycroft  r.  Crockett,  reported  in  16  Simon's  Reports,  p.  445.*    You  of 

*  Legally  this  case  has  not  any  conDection  with  the  matter,  and  as  a  minlog  result  it  is 
anything  bat  confinnatory  of  Mr.  Tamer  s  expectations.  The  legal  qaestion  in  Thomeycroft 
v.  Crockett  was,  whether  a  mortgagee  coold  (as  saoh  only)  work  mines  from  the  mortgaged 
property,  and  it  was  held  that  a  mortgagee  coald  not  do  so,  and  was  answerable  for  his  receipt 
as  waste.  The  facts  were,  that  Mr.  Thomeycroft,  under  particular  oiroumstances  and  arrange- 
ments, purchased  mortgages  upon  the  properties  of  the  late  Mr.  Crockett  (and  not  on  the 
properties  themselves),  and  filed  bills  of  foreclosure  against  the  parties  claiming  subsequent 
to  the  securities.  In  one  suit  a  decree  absolute  was  giren ;  in  the  other  suit  the  parties  eame 
in  to  redeem  as  they  had  a  right  te  do ;  and  In  taking  the  accounts,  Mr.  Thomeycroft  (who  had 
worked  mines  under  part  of  the  mortgaged  property  near  the  Brewood  School  land),  was 
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course  can  readily  satisfy  yodrself  on  this  point — for  it  sin^larly  happens  that  you 
were  the  solicitor  in  that  suit ;  have  the  papers  before  you ;  and  can  afloertain  at 
one  glance  the  probable  value  of  the  school  estate,  adjomed,  as  it  is,  by  the  estate 
the  subject  of  the  suit ;  and  it  again  and  singularly  happens,  that  78  acres  of  that 
particular  estate  hare  juBt  realised  the  sum  of  from  tieeniif  thousand  to  ttpenty-five 
thousand  pouttds. 

With  all  these  facts  before  him,  counsel  could  not  advise  any  purchaser  to 
accept  your  agreement ;  but  to  secure  the  £9000  to  the  school,  he  suggests  the 
following  simple  expedient  as  the  only  way  of  meeting  the  deficiency,  namely : — 
that,  as  the  conveyance  to  Mr.  Williams  is  illegal,  he  and  the  trustees  concur  in 
immediately  offering  the  property  for  sale  by  auction,  and  that  the  present  pur- 
chaser pay  a  deposit  of  £450  down,  and  give,  including  such  deposit,  £9000  in  the 
event  of  the  estate  not  realising  more ;  but  should  it  realise  more,  the  expenses  of 
all  parties  to  be  paid  as  arranged,  and  the  agreement  altered  accordingly— the 
purchase-money,  under  any  circumstances,  going  to  the  school.  By  this  simple 
plan  the  trustees  will  not  only  carry  out  what  the  Court  will  ekpobce,  and  secure 
to  the  school,  at  the  least,  £9000  instead  of  £4560. 

We  know  that  Mr.  P.  Williams  and  the  trustees  will  do  what  you  advise,  and 
in  recommending  this  course  you  will  decidedly  act  for  the  best. 

While  writing  on  this  subject,  allow  me  to  express  my  surprise  at  finding  that 
the  trustees  did  not  hold  their  pledged  meeting  on  the  2M  instant.  Of  course 
you  advised  this ;  but  I,  nevertheless,  care  not  to  risk  the  completion,  feeling 
assured  the  Squibes  and  Yicab  of  firewood  Parish,  with  the  other  trustees,  if 
they  should  discover  any  unfair  concealment  of  facts  from  a  purchaser,  will  not 
consent  to  be  coerced,  but  would  forthwith  return  my  client  the  purchase-money, 
with  interest  twice  told! 

I  forward  you  the  draft ;  and,  as  I  informed  you  yesterday,  have  paid  the 
deposit  into  the  bank  for  the  present,  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Williams  and  myself, 
but  am  ready  to  pay  it  to  you,  and  sign  the  agreement,  or  entertain  any  suggestion 
as  to  its  form  which  does  not  interfere  with  the  two  points  I  have  adverted  to. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 

Accompanying  this  letter  came  the  draft  of  an  agreement  from  Mr.  Turner, 
to  be  made  between  the  trustees,  Mr.  P.  Williams,  and  himself!  It  recites  the 
Act  and  Mr.  Williams's  conveyance,  and  that  it  had  been  represented  to  the 
trostees  and  otherwise  alleged  that  the  sale  to  Mr.  Williams  was  improper,  as 
having  been  made  at  an  under  value  and  without  due  publicity,  and  that  though 

debited  with  the  grots  receipt  from  the  minee  raieed,  without  being  credited  with  the  expenao 
of  getting  them.  The  total  receipt  frem  the  minee  wae  ^69061 ,  and  the  total  expense  of  sinking 
and  raising  them  was  £13,150.  Mr.  Thoraeyoroft  was  appealing  against  this  decision,  tm*, 
when  a  negooiation  took  place,  the  resnlt  of  which  was,  that  the  two  mortgages  were  consoli- 
daisd  without  reference  to  legal  questions,  and  the  total  4miount  (je35,686),  of  the  principal 
sums,  interest,  and  costs,  and  the  outlay  in  working  the  mines,  was  secured  on  all  the 
properties. 
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Mr.  Williams  did  not  admit  the  truth  of  such  represehtations,  he  had,  neverthe- 
less, for  the  sake  of  peace,  agreed  to  relinquish  his  purchase.  It  then  provides 
that  the  property  shall  be  put  up  by  the  trustees  to  auction,  and  if  not  then  sold 
for  more  than  £9000,  Mr.  Turner  shall  purchase  it  at  that  sum,  the  trustees, 
"  OUT  OP  THE  PUBCHASE  MONIES  TO  BE  BECEiVED,  to  pay  to  Mr.  Williams  his 
amount  of  £4560,  and  the  reasonable  costs  and  expenses  incurred  by  him,  or  on 
his  behalf,  in  or  about  this  purchase ;  and  also  the  reasonable  costs  and  expenses 
incurred,  or  to  be  incurred  by  the  said  Henry  Turner,  or  on  his  behalf,  in  ascer- 
taining and  procuring  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  said  hereditaments  or 
otherwise  of  and  incident  to  thcit  agreement !  " 


^  Darlington-street,  June  24, 1853. 

Sir, — Before  I  reply  to  your  strange  letter  of  this  morning,  I  request  the 
name  and  address  of  the  proposed  purchaser.  If  the  trustees  are  to  be  expected 
to  repay  him,  "  with  interest  twice  told,"  any  loss  he  may  sustain,  from  acting  on 
your  representations  only,  it  is  at  least  reasonable  that  their  agents  should 
communicate  with  him. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 
Mr.  Turner. 


Before  this  note  was  delivered,  Mr.  Turner's  clerk  called  on  Mr.  Robinson, 
with  a  note  'from  Mr.  Turner,  to  inquire  if  the  agreement  could  be  returned 
engrossed  that  day,  as  he  had  another  engagement.  Mr.  Robmson  replied  that 
Mr.  Turner  might  go  out  that  afternoon ;  and  added,  *'  that  agreement  will  never 
be  engrossed." 


Wolverhampton,  June  24th,  1853. 

Another  letter  from  Mr.  Turner  containing  nothing  but  the  grossest  scurrility: 
and  a  postscript  as  follows : — 

P.S. — Since  writing  the  above  I  have  received  your  note,  requiring  the  name 
and  address  of  the  proposed  purchaser.  /  am  the  proposed  purchaser,  and  you 
have  my  name  in  the  draft.  /  ^ve  borrowed  the  whole  amount,  tcith  £4000  in 
addition  to  tcork  the  mines,  which  in  your  view  are  worthless.  Refer  to  Mr. 
Williams's  letter  of  the  21st  of  May,  containing  the  offer.  He  says,  "  I  shall 
immediately  offer  the  property  to  Mr.  Turner,  at  his  own  value  (£9000)."  Refer 
also  to  your  letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  wherein  you  say,  "  I  am  instructed  by  Mr. 
Philip  Williams  distinctly  to  make  you  the  offer  of  the  property  at  £9000,  being 
the  sum  at  which  you  have  undertaken  to  find  a  purchaser  for  it." 

Do  not  cavil  at  loords,  Ton  promised  me  in  your  letter  every  facility.  My 
money  is  as  good,  and  will  be  found  equally  as  useful  to  the  school  as  yours  or 
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Mr.  Williams's;  and  with  reference  to  the  estate,  in  the  event  of  my  becoming 
the  fortunate  purchaser,  it  will  be  as  useful  to  myself  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Brewood,  as  to  Mr.  Williams  and  Ms  neighbours.  Brewood,  indeed,  is  poor 
enough ;  forffoodnesa  take,  do  not  be  hard,  but  give  w  a  chance  with  Mr.  JTillianu 
in  the  speculation— the  property  helonffs  to  Brewood,  and  an  inhabitant  should 
have  a  prior  claim.  Need  Itay  more  ?  Mr.  Williams  is  willing  /  should  purchase, 
and  why  should  you  object  ?  Have  you  any  satisfactory  reason  beyond  the  one 
left  by  you  in  Brewood  the  other  day  P  If  you  object  to  the  form  of  the  agree- 
ment, place  it  before  the  members  of  the  Law  Society  in  this  town,  of  which  you 
are  chairman,  and  take  their  opinion  upon  it. 


Darlington-street,  June  25th,  1853. 

Sir, — ^If  I  had  any  correspondence  with  you,  otherwise  than  as  the  solicitor  of 
Mr.  P.  Williams,  and  as  to  your  acceptance  or  refusal  of  the  specific  offer  he  has 
made  to  you,  your  personalities  would  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  continue  it ; 
and  it  is  not  without  some  hesitation  that  I  now  reply  to  the  business  parts  of 
your  letters  of  yesterday,  if  any  parts  of  them  can  be  so  called. 

It  has  throughout  been  your  "  undertaking  to  find  a  purchaser."  You  have 
everywhere,  until  your  last  letter,  referred  to  a  "  client,'*  and  "  a  gentleman  in 
London."  There  is  a  habit  in  addressing  professional  people,  as  if  the  direct 
party;  and  it  has  never  been  supposed  by  Mr.  P.  Williams  that  his  offer  was  made 
to  "you,"  otherwise  than  in  that  sense — namely,  for  a  client.  But  since  you 
raise  a  doubt  on  this  point,  and  have  declared  yourself  your  own  client — be  it  so. 

It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  Mr.  P.  Williams  who  is  the  "  fortunate  purchaser," 
and  there  is  not  any  objection  to  your  being  that  individual.  We  only  want  the 
money.  An  explicit  offer  has  been  made  to  you ;  it  has  been  accepted,  and  the 
acceptance  heralded  in  the  press.  The  objection  to  it  being  fulfilled  by  yourself 
rests  only  on  your  own  assumption,  and  ^uch  statements  as  those  in  your  letters 
of  yesterday  will  speak  for  themselves.  To  publish  week  after  week  a  series 
of  assertions  affecting  the  conduct  and  honour  of  a  body  of  gentlemen  and  their 
agents ;  to  represent  a  property  worth  five  times  what  it  has  been  sold  for ;  to 
"  undertake  to  find  a  purchaser  for  it "  at  twice  ite  amount ;  to  receive  an  offer  of 
it  on  your  own  terms ;  to  accept  it  in  public  triumph ;  and  at  the  last  hour  to 
bring  forward  your  own  publications  for  the  non-performance  of  your  own  volun- 
tary engagement,  admit  of  but  one  construction. 

To  expect  that  Mr.  P.  Williams  should  concede  his  property  and  his  liberality 
to  any  representations  and  threats  you  chose  to  make — ^to  take  them  as  proof  of 
the  invalidity  of  his  title — ^but  I  shall  not  answer  such  demands ;  and  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine  anything  more  calculated  to  preclude  a  notice  of  them  than  such  letters 
as  have  accompanied  them,  and  that  they  have  no  weight,  too,  with  even  yourself 
is  i4)parent ;  for  (destructive  as  they  would  be,  if  worth  anything,  to  any  farther 

ooBsideration  of  the  subject  by  Mr.  P.  Williams  with  reference  to  the  school,  and 

u 
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to  any  sale  by  him  to  any  one),  in  a  snbseqnent  letter  you  have  written,  you  ask — 
whether  the  trustees  and  Mr.  Williams,  or  either  party  will  put  up  the  property  by 
auction,  and,  if  it  sells  for  more  than  he  has  given  for  it,  the  trustees  to  have  it ; 
and,  if  it  does  not  sell  for  more,  he  may  be  allowed  to  keep  it  himself ! 

If  (in  accordance  with  the  offer  and  your  acceptance  of  it)  before  ten  o'clock 
on  Wednesday  morning  next,  you  return  to  my  office  the  draft  of  the  agreement 
sent  you  on  the  21st  instant,  approved,  it  shall  be  executed  by  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
and  delivered  to  you  at  four  o'clock  on  that  afternoon,  for  your  signature  and  the 
deposit.  If  (with  reference  to  your  new  requirement)  you  are  prepared  at  the 
same  time  to  make  an  appointment  for  depositing  the  residue  of  the  £9000,  or  for 
producing  security  for  the  payment  of  it  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  in  the 
event  you  propose,  I  will  discuss,  simply  as  a  matter  of  legal  business,  with  any 
solicitor  who  will  wait  on  me  on  your  behalf,  the  means  of  meeting  your  objec- 
tions, without  any  compromise  either  of  Mr.  Williams's  right,  or  of  your  having 
the  most  marketable  of  titles. 

But  as  to  take  the  least  trouble  more,  without  a  previous  certainty  of  the 
£9000,  is  declined,  with  any  further  correspondence  with  you. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

GEORGE  ROBINSON. 

Mr.  Turner,  Brewood. 


Darlington-street,  June  28, 1853. 

Sir, — Mr.  Robinson  has  just  been  authorised  by  Mr.  Philip  Williams  to  add 
this  postscript  to  his  letter  of  the  20th.  His  ever  concurring  in  your  agreement  is 
out  of  the  question ;  and,  to  remove  every  possible  obstacle,  it  is  proposed  for  the 
trustees  to  be  parties  to  his  agreement,  and  ratify  his  sale  to  you :  and  Mr.  Wil- 
liams will  then  waive  any  special  security  for  the  £9000,  beyond  the  deposit  and 
the  agreement. 

The  parties  affected  by  your  publications,  will,  of  course,  have  the  right  to  give 
their  explanations  respecting  the  property,  and  all  the  circumstances  of  its  sale.  I 
name  this  to  prevent  mistake  hereafter. 

Tou  may  substitute  Saturday  for  to-morrow  morning,  for  the  return  of  the 

draft. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CLARK. 
H.  Turner,  Esq. 

[The  preceding  letters,  from  page  136  to  page  145,  were 
published  by  Mr.  Turner,  in  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordr- 
shire  Herald  of  May  18,  1853.  They  were  followed  by  a  batch 
of  correspondence,  published  by  Mr,  Robinson,  in  the  same 
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paper  of  June  29th  following,  (whch  commence  at  foot  of  page 
145.)  In  the  same  number,  Mr.  Turner  also  published  a  second 
series  of  letters,  in  which  several  of  those  given  by  his  opponent 
were  reproduced.  We  have  omitted  some  of  these,  and  given 
the  necessary  references  where  such  omissions  occur.] 


MR.  H.  TURNER'S  SECOND  SERIES  OF  LETTERS. 
To  the  Inkabiianis  qf  Brewood  tmd  the  Public  generally, 

BS£WOOD  SCHOOL. 

In  my  letter  of  last  week,  I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  the  draft  agreement 
herem,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  contract  would  be  completed  ere  that  day's 
impression  was  in  the  hands  of  the  public ;  in  this  I  am  for  the  present  disap- 
pointed, for  the  reasons  appearing  in  the  following  communications,  to  which  I 
append  a  note  sent  to  me  by  a  client  on  the  17th  instant,  and  I  make  no  remark 
upon  that  note  beyond  this,  that  I  have  received  it,  believe  every  word  of  its 
contents,  and  know  that  Mr.  Robinson  went  over  to  Brewood  and  called  upon 
Mr.  Greene  the  day  before,  although  Mr.  Robinson  had  the  day  before  that  seen 
Mr.  Greene  at  his  office  in  Wolverhampton,  and  dedined  his  renewed  offer  of 
£6000  until  I  had  abandoned  all  intention  of  buying.  The  deposit  money  is  still 
in  the  bank — ^I  only  require  a  marketable  title,  and  am  prepared  to  complete  the 
agrement.  If  this  is  refused,  all  are  at  liberty  to  exercise  their  own  opinion  upon 
this  extraordinary  transaction ;  and  in  order  further  to  assist  them  in  a  conclusion, 
I  unhesitatingly  add  from  my  stock  of  useful  information,  which  is  far  from 
exhausted,  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Southern,  as  expressed  to  a  gentleman  of  estab- 
lished respectability,  that  he,  Mr.  Southern,  had  let  his  master,  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
into  "  a  good  thing ;"  had  recommended  his  instant  acceptance  of  it,  and  offered 
to  give  him  the  same  amount  of  purchase  money,  when  he,  Mr.  F.  Williams, 
had  worked  the  mines  until  he  was  tired. 

I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
Brewood,  June  27th,  1853. 


Wolverhampton,  June  23, 1853. 

BSEWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir,— I  am  waiting  the  return  of  your  draft  agreement  from  counsel, 
and  on  receipt  of  it  will  immediately  send  it  in.  I  only  left  him  at  half-past  five 
yesterday  afternoon,  and  received  his  promise  that  he  would  forward  it  by  the 
mail  of  last  night. 

I  have,  however,  placed  the  deposit  in  the  JTolverhampton  and  Staffordshire 
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Bank,  in  tlie  joint  names  of  Mr.  Williams  and  myself,  in  order  that  no  doubt 
should  exist  of  my  client's  intention. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
Geo.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Thursday  Morning,  half-past  12. 
To  prevent  any  mistake,  Mr.  Robinson  informs  Mr.  Turner  that  no  payment 
to  any  account  will  be  noticed.    The  deposit  will  be  received  by  Mr.  Williams 
himself,  on  the  agreement  being  signed  by  the  real  bona  fide  purchaser.    Eor  the 
rest  Mr.  Robinson  refers  to  his  letters. 


Wolverhampton,  June  23rd,  1853,  half-past  10  a.m. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Notwithstanding  my  anxiety  to  sign  the  agreement  prepared  by 
you,  I,  nevertheless,  on  the  part  of  my  client,  deemed  it  prudent  to  submit  the 
draft  to  the  Chancery  barrister,  before  whom  the  papers  herein  have  been  laid ;  and 
I  am  glad  I  did  so,  for  he  immediately  convinced  me  that  the  agreement  could  not 
be  executed  as  drawn  by  you,  and  every  lawyer  and  man  of  business  will  agree 
on  this  head. 

Counsel  has  no  doubt  that  the  conveyance  from  the  trustees  to  Mr.  P. 
Williams  is  not  worth  a  shilling,  for  that  with  notice,  and  aD  the  published  state- 
ments before  him,  he  purchased  an  estate  belonging  to  a  public  charity  for,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  a  very  inadequate  sum ;  which  circumstance  is  not  at  all  improved 
by  the  fact,  as  it  now  appears  from  your  draft,  that  the  purchase  was  hurriedly 
completed  on  the  30th  of  May,  in  the  face  of  the  trustee's  pledge  to  call  a  general 
meeting  for  the  21st  of  June,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  transaction  enquired 

into. 

Counsel  advised  that  if  my  client  purchased  from  Mr.  P.  Williams  under  the 
agreement  as  prepared  by  you,  and  proceeded  to  work  the  mines,  he  would  have 
to  account  for  all  profits  and  lose  all  his  outlay ;  and  in  confirmation  cited  the 
case  of  Thomeycroft  v.  Crockett,  reported  in  H.  Simon's  reports,  (p.  445) — You 
of  course  can  readily  satisfy  yourself  on  this  point,  for  it  singularly  happens  that 
you  were  the  solicitor  in  that  suit — have  the  papers  before  you,  and  can  ascertain 
at  one  glance  the  probable  value  of  the  school  estate,  adjoined  as  it  is  by  the 
estate  the  subject  of  the  suit ;  and  it  again  singularly  happens  that  seventy-eight 
acres  of  that  particular  estate  have  just  realised  the  sum  of  from  £20,000  to 
£25,000. 

With  all  these  facts  before  him,  counsel  could  not  advise  any  purchaser  to 
accept  your  agreement ;  but  to  secure  the  £9000  to  the  school,  he  suggests  the 
following  sunple  expedient  as  the  only  way  of  meeting  the  difficulty — ^namely : 
that  as  the  conveyance  to  Mr.  Williams  is  illegal,  that  he  and  the  trustees  concur 
in  immediately  offering  the  property  for  sale  by  auction,  and  that  the  present 
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porobaser  pay  a  deposit  of  £450  down,  and  give,  inolnding  such  deposit,  £9000  in 
the  event  of  the  estate  not  realising  more ;  but  should  it  realise  more,  the  expense 
of  all  parties  to  be  paid  as  arranged,  and  the  agreement  altered  accordingly— the 
purchase  money,  under  any  circumstances,  going  to  the  schooL  By  this  simple 
plan,  the  trustees  will  only  carry  out  what  the  court  will  eitforee^  and  secure  to  the 
school  at  least  £9000,  instead  of  £4660. 

We  know  that  Mr.  P.  Williams  and  the  trustees  will  do  what  ffou  advise,  and 
in  recommending  this  course,  you  will  decidedly  act  for  the  best. 

While  writing  on  this  subject,  allow  me  to  express  my  surprise  at  finding 
that  the  trustees  did  not  hold  their  pledged  meeting  on  the  2l8t  instant ;  of  course 
you  advised  this ;  but  I,  nevertheless,  care  not  to  risk  the  completion,  feeling 
assured  that  the  Squires  and  Yioar  of  Brewood  Parish,  with  the  other  trustees, 
if  they  should  discover  any  unfair  concealment  of  facts  from  a  pmrohaser,  will  not 
consent  to  be  coerced,  but  would  forthwith  return  my  client  the  purchase-money, 
with  interest  twice  told. 

I  forward  you  the  drafts  and  as  I  informed  you  yesterday,  have  paid  the  deposit 
in  the  bank,  for  the  present,  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Williams  and  myself,  but  am 
ready  to  pay  it  to  you,  and  sign  the  agreement,  or  entertain  any  suggestion  as  to 
its  form,  which  does  not  interfere  with  the  two  points  I  have  adverted  to. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
G.  Robinson,  Esq. 

P.S.— You  would  have  received  this  yesterday,  but  the  parcel  was  delivered 
by  counsel  too  late,  and  so  endorsed.    I  only  received  it  within  the  last  half-hour. 


Wolverhampton,  June  24th,  1853, 1  o'clock. 

BKEWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Shall  you  be  able  to  return  me  the  agreement  engrossed  to-day  ? 
If  you  can  do  so,  I  have  an  appointment  I  wish  to  keep ;  but  if  you  can,  and  will 
let  me  know  when  I  may  expect  it,  I  will  remain  at  the  office  the  whole  of  the 
afternoon,  to  execute  the  agreement  and  pay  over  the  deposit. 

I  am,  deflr  Sir,  yours  truly, 

George  Robmson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 


Darlington-street,  June  24th,  1853. 
Sir,— Before  I  reply  to  your  strange  letter  of  this  morning,  I  request  the 
name  and  address  of  the  proposed  purchaser. 

If  the  trustees  are  to  be  expected  to  repay  him  "with  interest  twice  told" 
any  loss  he  may  sustain  from  acting  only  on  your  representations,  it  is  at  least 
reasonable  that  their  agents  should  communicate  with  him. 

I  am.  Sir,  yours  obediently, 
H.  Turner,  Esq.  G.  ROBINSON. 
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Wolverhampton,  June  Sith,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  message,  declining' to 
sell  me  the  property  on  the  terms  mentioned. 

1  can  scarcely  restrain  my  indignation,  and  am  almost  compelled  to  speak  in 
tery  strong  language.  Allow  me,  however,  to  designate  your  objection  as  merely 
subterfuge^  and  in  character  with  your  conduct  in  the  management  of  this  unfor- 
tunate charity  estate,  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  time.  Will  there 
be  an  honest  man  in  Wolverhampton,  whose  indignation  will  not  be  roused  in  the 
highest  ?  1  know  that  by  way  of  damaging  my  chance  of  finding  a  purchaser, 
you  have  been  offering  the  estate  for  a  much  smaller  sum,  and  it  is  publicly  known 
that  yourself  and  Mr.  Williams  paraded  the  streets  of  this  town  on  Wednesday 
last,  and,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  gentleman  from  London,  who  only 
waited  in  the  town  to  become  a  purchaser  in  the  event  of  my  relinquishing  it, 
offered  the  estate  to  any  one  at  ten  per  cent,  profit,  while  you  knew  that  on 
Thursday  week  last,  a  client  of  mine,  anxious  from  the  first  to  purchase,  and 
solicited  the  price,  offered  you  £6000,  notwithstanding  all  the  abuse  you  headed, 
at  the  interview,  upon  myself  and  this  unfortunate  property. 

Be  assured  your  movements  have  been  watched  throughout — they  shall  be 
publicly  exposed— and  you  will  be  taught  that  such  conduct  is  no  longer  to  be 
endured  in  this,  the  nineteenth  century. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
G.  Robinson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 

\_A  postscript  to  this  letter  is  copied  at  full  length  into  one  of  Mr.  Robinson's 
letters  J  and  toill  be  found  in  pages  148  and  149.] 


Wolverhampton,  June  25th,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — Not  having  received  back  from  you  the  draft  agreement  prepared 
by  counsel,  I  begin  to  fear  my  anticipations  will  be  realised — ^namely :  that  it  was 
never  intended'  any  one  should  purchase  the  school  estate,  and  be  placed  in 
a  position  to  test  the  value  of  it  as  soon  as  possession  was  delivered.  If  a  sale 
be  really  intended,  can  it  matter  from  what  source  the  money  comes  P  That  it 
would  be  forthcoming,  the  circumstances  of  my  having  paid  £450  on  account  is  a 
tolerable  indication  of  the  sincerity  of  my  intention  to  purchase — ^particularly  as 
I  must  also  pay  the  balance  of  £8,550  before  the  estate  could  be  touched !  1  I 
am  prepared  to  complete,  accept  a  marketable  title,  and  give  £9,000  on  the  terms 
offered.  This,  hower,  to  you  is  not  sufficient.  1  only  wish  to  test  the  value  of 
the  estate,  and  the  fairness  of  the  sale. 

A  stigma  attaches  to  myself  or  some  parties— let  us  have  it  deared  up;  and 
with  this  view  1  suggest  the  following  simple  mode  of  removing  all  future 
doubts. 
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Will  the  trustees  and  Mr.  Williams,  or  either  party,  submit  the  property  to 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder  by  pabUc  auction  ? — ^if  it  should  be  less  than,  or  only 
£4,560,  Mr.  P.  Williams  should  retain  the  estate,  and  the  parishioners  of 
Brewood  shall  pay  the  expenses  of  the  sale — ^if  it  should  exceed  that  amount,  the 
highest  bidder  shall  be  the  purchaser,  on  the  usual  conditions  of  sale,  and  the 
proceeds  handed  over  to  the  trustees  ? 

If  the  trustees  and  Mr.  P.  Williams  are  'advised  not  to  accede  to  this  test, 
will  they  allow  the  parishioners  of  Brewood  to  prove  the  existence  and  value  of 
the  mines,  by  employing  a  oompetent  person  to  bore,  at  their  own  expense,  but 
under  the  superintendence  of  themselves,  the  said  trustees,  Mr.  Williams,  and 
their  agents  P 

If  they  object  to  this,  will  thep  suggest  some  other  and  fair  course  of  testing 
the  value  of  the  estate  and  fairness  of  the  sale  ? 

If  they  object  to  this,  I  will  ask  all  and  every  gentleman  in  Wolverhampton 
openly,  privately,  or  in  confidence,  to  favour  me  with  a  suggestion,  by  which  the 
value  can  be  fairly  ascertained,  and  the  existing  aspersions  saddled  on  the  right 
shoulders. 

Surely,  you  wOl  advise  the  trustess  to  take  some  of  these  offers,  or  give  the 
parishioners  of  Brewood  and  the  public  every  explanation  in  their  power— the 
public  are  interested  in  the  question,  and  with  anxiety  await  some  account. 

As  far  as  I  am  concerned  everything  has  been  done  to  secure  £9,000  to  the 
school.  I  went  up  to  London  with  your  offer,  and  in  three  days  afterwards  the 
same  was  accomplished,  and  a  deposit  of  £450  now  lies  in  the  Wolverhampton 
and  Staffordshire  Bank. 

If  therefore  the  parties  concerned  refuse  any  suggestion,  they  undoubtedly 
must  add  to  the  already  numerous  explanations  which  they  shortly  must  give,  why 
the  trustees  hurriedly  completed  the  purchase  to  Mr.  P.  Williams,  on  the  30th 
May,  after  having  received  notice  at  their  meeting  held  on  the  19th,  of  the  facts 
connected  with  this  extraordinary  case,  and  pledging  themselves  to  a  full  investi- 
gation before  a  general  meeting  of  all  the  trustees  upon  the  21st  June. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
George  Robinson,  Esq. 


Darlington-street,  Saturday  evening,  6  o'clock. 

Sir,~Your  letter  of  to-day  just  delivered,  would  not  have  been  opened  if  Mr. 
Robinson's  reply  to  those  of  yesterday  had  been  in  your  hands,  for  the  reason 
given  in  his  reply  to  those  letters,  which  was  written  before,  and  being  copied 
when  your  letter  of  to-day  came  in. 

You  will  receive  that  reply  in  due  course,  and  it  may  probably  save  you  much 
trouble  if  I  inform  yon,  that  with  the  exception  of  the  acceptance  and  fulfilment 
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of  your  own  offer,  it  may  not  be  thought  necessary  to  consult  or  consider  your 
opinions. 


I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CLARK. 


H.  Turner,  Esq, 


Wolverhampton,  June  27th,  1853. 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

Dear  Sir, — ^I  have  to  acknowledge  pour  note  of  Saturday  night,  professing  to 
be  written  by  Geo.  Clark,  and  in  reply  to  say,  that  it  is  so  ingeniously  written 
that  1  cannot  decipher  its  meaning. 

All  1  require  is  to  complete  my  contract  with  a  simple  marketable  title.  And 
after  what  has  already  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject,  there  is  no  other 
course  open  for  you  but  to  advise  the  trustees  to  accept  the  agreement  as  drawn 
by  counsel  without  any  hesitation.  They  will  have  my  £450  in  hand  to  pay  all 
expenses,  and  at  once  satisfy  public  curiosity  and  interest. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
G.. Robinson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 


Wolverhampton,  June  27, 1853,  Six  o'clock. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  waited  in  the  office  the  whole  of  this  day,  hoping  to 

receive  the  draft  agreement  from  you — ^will  you  send  it  in  ?    You  have  had  it  in 

your  possession  since  half-past  ten  o'clock  on  Friday  morning  last. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
G.  Robinson,  Esq. 

Tuesday  Morning,  Nine  o'clock. 

Sir, — It  was  concluded  you  had  a  copy  of  your  draft. 

Mr.  Robinson  intended  you  to  have  the  enclosed  letter  yesterday  morning, 
but  it  did  not  come  from  the  press  before  he  had  to  go  oat.  To  save  you  any  in- 
convenience from  the  delay,  I  beg  to  name  that  yon  may  snbstitate  Saturday  for 
Wednesday  morning,  and  that  Mr.  Robinson  will  publish  in  the  Wolverkampt<m 
Chronicle,  of  to-morrow, 

1st. — ^Yonr  note  of  the  22nd. 

2nd. — Your  first  letter  and  the  postscript  of  your  second  letter  of  the  24th. 

3rd. — ^The  substance  of  your  agreement. 

4th. — ^And  the  enclosed  letter. 

This  oourse  is  obviously  necessary  to  state  the  business—the  rest  you  will  do 

on  your  own  responsibility. 

I  am,  Siri  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  Turner,  Esq.  GEORGE  CLARK. 
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[Tico  Letters  are  here  omitted^  as  thep  appear  in  pages  149  and  150.] 


VTolverhampton,  June  28, 1853.  * 

Dear  Sir, — I  at  once  reject  your  draft  sent  in  on  the  21st  instant,  and  again 
express  my  readiness  to  accept  the  plain  and  simple  agreement  settled  by  counsel, 
as  the  only  one  under  the  circumstances  that  can  safely  be  accepted. 

If  you  intend  a  sale,  why  not  dose  P  Why  this  extraordinary  difficulty  and 
hesitation  at  the  last  moment  P 

If  you  consult  the  interests  of  the  school,  accept  the  agreement  without  a 
moments  hesitation,  particularly  as  you  wrote  to  a  man  in  Brewood  a  few  days  ago, 
that  "go  where  you  would,  in  or  out  of  Wolverhampton,  one  opinion  only 
prevailed,  namely,  that  the  property  was  worth  no  more  than  £4560,  and  had 
been  well  sold  for  that  sum ! ! ! " 

You  object  to  my  being  the  purchaser.  Had  I  inserted  any  ^  other  name,  you 
would  have  then  evaded  the  sale,  upon  the  ground  that  the  property  was  offered 
one  and  not  another. 

At  the  ChiUington  Rent-day,  yesterday,  I  hear  you  abxised  me  to  your  heart's 
content,  and  had  it  all  your  own  way.  Was  not  this  cowardly  and  unmanly  P 
When  1  met  you  before  the  trustees,  did  I  not  invite  you  to  speak  and  Bay  all  you 
could  ?  Did  you,  could  you,  say  anything  ?  You  refused  to  do  so,  unless  I  left 
the  room.    Are  you  the  man  to  blacken  another's  character ! ! ! 

You  refase  to  do  what  is  right  and  just.  Excuse  my  telling  you  that  there 
are  ways  and  means  of  enforcing  it,  and  will  be  followed  out  to  the  end,  in  spite 
of  all  the  money  and  influence  that  will  be  brought  against  us.  Is  it  not  a  shame 
that  a  charity  should  be  thus  abused  and  ruined ! ! 

Your  last  letter  is  a  complete  shuffle. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 
G.  Robinson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 

(Copy  Note  above  referred  to.) 

Dear  Sir, — I  saw  Mr.  Hay  just  now,  who  informed  me  that  Mr.  Robinson, 
who  had  called  upon  me  yesterday,  during  my  absence  from  home,  had  called  to 
say  that  if  he  must  propose  me  as  a  purchaser  of  the  property  at  Willenhall,  it 
must  be  after  Mr.  Turner  had  given  it  up,  and  then  on  the  following  conditions, 
viz.,  that  I  must  have  nothing  to  do  with  you  in  the  transaction  either  as  partner 
or  otherwise,  as  he  was  resolved  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  you  in  any  one 
way  or  other  in  future,  and  he,  Mr.  Hay,  had  every  reason  to  believe,  and  indeed 
to  feel  certain  that  if  you  do  not  close  this  day,  the  matter  will  be  off.  I  name 
this  as  a  matter  of  caution  to  you,  and  to  shew  you  that  no  time  should  be  lost. 

I  will  call  upon  you  shortly,  and,  if  necessary,  accompany  you  to  Wolver- 
hampton, as  I  want  to  have  from  Mr.  Robinson's  own  mouth  the  above  proposi- 
tion, being  indignant  at  his  treatment  to  you. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours  truly, 

Brewood,  June  17th,  1853.  CHARLES  H.  GREENE. 

V 
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MR.   H.   TURNER'S  THIRD  SERIES  OF  LETTERS. 
To  the  Inhabitants  of  Brewood,  and  the  Public  generally. 

m 

BREWOOD  SCHOOL. 

I  lay  before  yon  the  following  letters  hereon : — 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Southern's  denial  of  the  statement  made  to  Mr. 
Jones,  I  can  only  say  that  I  received  the  information  some  time  ago  from  Mr. 
Green,  surgeon,  of  Brewood,  to  whom  I  have  referred.  He  has  favoured  me  with 
a  note,  a  copy  of  which  I  set  out ;  the  substance  is  the  same,  although  there  may 
be  some  difference  in  the  words.  I  have  also  received  the  underneath  letter  from 
Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Rushton,  the  two  Masters  of  the  School 

I  have  only  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  person  in  Brewood  who  has  complained 
in  stronger  or  more  indignant  terms  of  the  general  management  of  this  charity 
than  Mr.  Rushton  !  There  is  not  a  family  visited  by  him  but  that  has  heard  his 
complaints  upon  this  subject  over  and  over  again.  He  has  conversed  with 
solicitors  and  barristers  thereon,  and  been  advised  by  his  friends  to  institute  legal 
proceedings.  Within  the  last  few  weeks  he  has  censured  the  Trustees  for  their 
conduct  in  pulling  down  and  rebuilding  the  school  under  the  circumstances 
attending  it.  He,  from  the  first ,  found  fault  with  the  mode  adopted,  and  is  the 
last  man  to  turn  round  and  allude  to  my,  what  he  is  pleased  to  call,  "irritating 
remarks. "  If  I  had  not  interfered,  would  either  of  these  gentlemen  have  pro- 
tested against  the  sale  P  Should  we  have  heard  one  word  of  it  ?  Would  the 
Brewood  people  ever  have  known  that  a  sale  had  taken  place  P  [Should  we  have 
heard  of  "the  liberal  and  disinterested  manner  in  which  Mr.  Philip  Williams  had 
acted  with  reference  to  the  WillenhaU  property,"  and  "  of  the  liberal  intentions 
towards  the  school  which  he  originally  entertained  P  "  Do  the  Brewood  people  for 
a  moment  suppose  that  the  school  would  have  benefitted  by  it  P  Not  at  all !  it 
would  have  dragged  on  its  course  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

These  gentlemen  imagine  that  Mr.  Williams  has  all  along  contemplated  a 
sale  by  auction,  and  giving  the  school  the  benefit  of  it ;  this  is  absurd,  for  it  has 
been  the  very  point  upon  which  we  have  disagreed,  and  the  sale  to  me  for  £9,000 
gone  off.  It  is,  in  fact,  the  only  point  not  conceded.  Mr.  Brown  and  Mr.  Rushton 
were  in  Wolverhampton  together  upon  the  day  these  letters  were  written,  and  I 
beg  to  ask  if  Mr.  Robinson  took  any  part  in  the  dictating  or  supervising^  of  them, 
if  they  were  not  written  at  his  house  or  at  his  offices,  and  if  their  wording  had 
not  to  be  considerably  modified  and  altered  before  the  signatures  of  both  gentlemen 
could  he  obtained  ? 

Will  Mr.  Robinson  answer  these  questions  P — questions  which  of  themselves 
are  not  material,  further  than  to  show  how  curiously  and  variedly  changes  can  be 
wrought  out. 

The  public  will  neither  be  deceived  nor  satisfied  with  these  letters ;  their 
opinion  of  this  transaction  will  continue  unaltered  until  they  are  satisfied^  that 
'Mines  and  veins  of  Coal  and  Ironstone  in  and  under  the  said  Hereditaments' 
(the  words  of  the  Act)  do  not  exist. 
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I  am,  in  some  respects,  quite  unforttmate  in  this  matter,  for  I  have  this 
(Saturday)  morning  been  informed  by  "Mr,  Beech,  for  the  first  time,  that  he,  with 
Mr.  Cliffe  and  Mr.  Davenport,  intend  to  insert  in  Wednesday's  paper,  a  repudiation 
of  the  use  of  their  names.  I  can  only  say,  that  on  leaving  Mr.  Robinson  in 
Wolverhampton,  on  Wednesday  last,  if  Mr.  Beech  had  apprised  me  of  any 
objection,  the  circulars  might  have  be^  withdrawn. 

On  Monday  the  Uth  instant,  I  called  upon  each  gentleman,  as  being  the 
first  who  took  active  steps  in  the  matter,  and  clearly  obtained  permission  to  use 
their  names :  so  firmly  was  I  convinced  of  this,  that  on  Wednesday  I  left  Mr. 
Beech  a  portion  of  the  circulars.  I  know  these  parties  have  been  informed  that 
by  lending  their  names  they  incur  a  liability  for  every  shilling  expended.  Thave 
by  me  a  written  statement,  whioh  any  one  may  see,  bearing  this  out. 

Mr.'  Beech  says  that  he  made  it  contingent  upon  my  calling  a  public  meeting. 
It  is  true  a  public  meeting  was  suggested ;  but  upon  seeing  other  parties  I  was 
convinced,  from  circumstances  which  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Beech  this  morning, 
of  the  inutility  of  it.  A  public  meeting  has  been  the  onljf  point  upon  which  there 
has  been  any  difference  of  opinion  between  us ;  and,  from  the  first,  I  have  not 
hesitated  to  say  that  it  would  be  impolitic. 

With  reference  to  other  points,  all  are  still  agreed  as  to  the  extraordinary 

character  of  this  sale,  and  will  not  rest  satisfied  untiL  the  estate  is  re-sold.   I  have 

to  thank  my  anonymous  and  other  friends,  who  have  liberally  responded  to  the 

^peal,  and  only  regret  that  they  prohibit  the  publication  of  their  opinions. 

I  remain  yours  obediently, 

HENRY  TURNER. 
Darlington-street,  Wolverhampton,  July  16, 1853. 


Wolverhampton,  July  7, 1853. 

Sir,— Regardless  of  my  own  feelings  and  of  my  previous  determination,  I 
feel  it  to  be  (for  a  reason  which  may  appear  in  the  sequel)  a  duijf  to  the  Trustees 
and  the  Charity,  to  address  this  letter  to  you  myself. 

The  limited  attention  paid  to  your  notice  of  injunction,  and  your  other 
threats  of  legal  proceedings,  ought  to  have  shown  you  how  little  the  Trustees  and 
their  agents  sought  to  avoid  inquiry,  and  I  might  long  since  have  requested  you 
to  earry  such  threats  into  execution,  but  for  two  reasons ;  in  the  first  place,  such  a 
result  would  necessarily  have  been  one  of  business  and  therefore  of  profit  to  myself, 
and  in  the  next  place  it  would  involve  the  masters  of  the  school  in  ruin,  by  taking 
their  already  small  incomes  for  costs. 

In  the  Wolverhampton  Cknmicle  of  to-day,  you  again  repeat  your  assertion 
tiiat  your  offer  of  £9,0(X)  is  refused.  I  will  make  no  comment  and  no  repetition 
on  what  has  already  been  said  on  that  subject,  but  I  cannot  permit  you  to  make 
that  misrepresentation  with  impunity.  We  treat  a  payment  of  £450  into  a  bank 
as  worse  than  nothing,  with  conditions  that  make  its  acceptance  and  receipt  im- 
possible ;  and  (avoiding  aU  personal  reference)  we  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  incur 
serious  expenses  on  any  uncertainty  whatever  respecting  the  receipt  of  the  £9,000, 
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If,  as  you  state,  you  have  borrowed  £13,000,  the  money  is  in  your  own  hands  and 
can  be  paid  into  court ;  if  it  is  to  be  advanced  on  your  title  being  perfected, 
the  party  lending  it  can  be  a  party  to  the  agreement  of  sale,  and  engage  to  advance 
it  at  the  necessary  time,  or,  producing  any  other  good  security  for  the  purqha^e 
money,  the  matter  can  be  ended.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  consulting  Mr. 
Philip  Williams  or  the  Trustees  on  the  suggestion  made  in  the  note  of  Mr.  George 
Clark  yesterday,  but  the  sense  of  honour  that  has  influenced  the  one,  and  the  per- 
manent interest  which  so  many  of  the  others  of  rank  and  possessions  have  in  the 
welfare  of  the  school,  convince  me  that  they  would  ratify  what  I  am  about  to  say. 
Produce  a  business-like  security  for  the  purchase  money,  and  I  engage  that  the 
Trustees  shall  lay  every  circumstajice  before  the  court,  and  obtain  a  reference 
from  the  master  for  the  confirmation  of  Mr.  Williams's  sale  to  you,  or  of  course 
return  the  money  ;  and  I  give  you  until  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  for  your 
acceptance  or  refusal  of  this  proposal.  But  this  is  subject  to  the  draft  of  the 
agreement  having  the  necessary  additions  at  once  made  to  it,  that  there  may  be  no 
after  difference  on  that  point,  or  if  you  wish  to  withdraw  your  offer,  or  you  are 
not  able  to  fulfil  your  undertaking,  say  so  at  once.  In  one  word,  carry  into  effect 
your  engagement,  and  so  conclude  this  business,  or  truly  retire  from  that  engage- 
ment, that,  if  yet  possible,  the  charity  may,  under  any  admissible  circumstances, 
have  the  benefit  (supposing  there  may  be  any  benefit)  of  the  liberal  intentions 
expressed  by  Mr.  P.  Williams  the  instant  he  heard  of  any  objection  to  his  purchase, 
and  without  having  then  seen  one  word  of  your  statements. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  Servant, 

Mr.  Turner.  G.  ROBINSON. 


Wolverhampton,  July  8, 1853. 

Dear  sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterday,  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  my  wish 
from  the  commencement  was  to  have  the  several  complaints  of  mismanagement 
and  sale  of  the  School  Estate  investigated  by  an  unbiassed  party;  which  course  I 
suggested  to  the  Trustees  as  a  body  on  whom  the  parishioners  of  Brewood  had  a 
right  to  depend.  Counsel  proposed  as  the  only  means  of  removing  doubts  as  to 
value  or  title,  that  the  property  should  be  submitted  to  public  competition,  and 
that  I  should  bid  as  the  lov>€st  price  £9,000.  I  acquiesced  in  this  arrangement, 
and  paid  into  the  Bank,  as  a  guarantee,  £450.  By  the  acceptance  of  these  simple 
and  inexpensive  plans,  £9,000  would  have  been  secured  to  the  School,  and  all 
litigation  avoided. 

These,  however,  you  have  altogether  refused,  I  therefore  must  decline  any 
correspondence  thereon,  further  than  absolutely  necessary,  for  two  reasons — ^the 
first  is  that  proceedings  are  being  taken  against  the^Trustees  and  Mr.  P.  Williams, 
to  set  aside  the  present  sale,  and  give  all  parties  an  equal  chance  of  purchasing 
by  open  competition,  and  to  afford  the  Trustees  an  opportunity  of  giving  every 
explanation  in  their  power.  The  second— because  I  have  received  the  fbllowing 
comprehensive  paragraph  extracted  from  your  note  of  the  1st  instant  addressed  to 
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Mr.  C.  Green :— "  I  have  not  the  Herald  of  Wednesday,  I  have  desired  a  profes- 
sional friend  to  attend  to  the  pnblications  that  appear  in  it. " 

I  may  add  that  the  simple  facts  to  be  proved  are  the  existence  of  the  mines, 
their  valne,  and  whether  the  estate  has  been  fairly  sold,  and  worth  only  its  surface 
valne ;  these  points  cannot  be  settled  by  a  newspaper  warfare,  and  the  best,  surest, 
most  simple,  and  only  plan  is  to  test  it  by  pnbKc  auction,  particularly  as  it  is  an 
estate  belonging  to  a  charity,  and  should  have  received  all  the  care  and  interest  it 
was  possible  to  bestow. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  yours  truly, 
a  Eobinson,  Esq.  HENRY  TURNER. 


(Copjf  of  Note  referred  to.) 

Brewood,  July  8th,  1853. 
My  dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  yours  of  yesterday  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Southan's 
communications  to  Mr.  Jones,  relative  to  the  sale  of  the  Brewood  School  property 
to  Mr.  Philip  WiUiams,  I  beg  to  say  that  Mr.  Jones  informed  me  that  he  had  seen 
Mr.  Southan  a  short  time  before,  who  told  him  "that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  recom- 
mended Mr.  Williams  to  purchase  the  property  if  it  could  be  got  for  £5,000,  as  it 
would  be  a  good  bargain  at  that  price,  and  that  he  told  Mr.  Williams  that  when 
he  was  tired  of  it  he  would  take  it  off  his  hands  at  the  price."  Mr.  Jones  also 
said  that  Mr.  Southan,  on  the  same  occasion,  told  him  that  "  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
some  years  ago  purchased  a  small  piece  of  land  very  near  the  said  estate,  and 
before  he  gave  it  up  he  cleared  £8,000  out  of  it." 

Yours  faithfully, 
Henry  Turner  Esq.,  Brewood  HalL  CHARLES  H.  GREENE. 


(Copy  of  Mr,  Btown^a  and  Mr,  Bmhtorii  Letter  rrferred  to  J 

Brewood  Grammar  School,  July  11th,  1863. 
Dear  Sir, — We  think  that  we  should  not  be  dealing  fairly  with  you  if  we 
did  not  forward  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  we  have  this  evening  sent  to  Mr.  P. 
Williams. 

Since  it  appears  to  us,  that,  by  either  accepting  Mr.  P.  Williams'  offer,  or 
allowing  him  to  carry  out  the  intentions  which  in  his  letter  he  states  that  he  has 
expressed  to  so  many  persons,  you  will  most  eilieciually  promote  the  welfare  of 
this  School,  we  entreat  yon  to  pause  before  taking  steps  which  will  not  only 
deprive  the  School  of  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Williams's  kindness,  but  also  involve  it 
and  ourselves  in  difficulties  out  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  see  our  way. 

We  are,  dear  sir,  very  truly  yours, 

J.  H.  BROWN, 
Henry  Turner,  Esq.  WM.  RUSHTON. 
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(Copy  of  Letter  to  Mr.  Williams.) 

Brewood,  July  11, 1853. 
Sir, — Aa  Masters  of  the  Brewood  Grammar  School,  whose  interests,  in  case 
of  litigation,  will  be  materially  affected,  we  feel  sure  that  you  will  pardon  the 
liberty  we  take,  in  addressing  you  on  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  ourselves 
and  the  school. 

In  common  with  every  one  who  has  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
liberal  and  disinterested  manner  in  which  you  have  acted,  with  reference  to  the 
property  at  Willenhall,  lately  purchased  by  yourself  from  the  Trustees  of  this 
School,  we  hoped  that  by  the  acceptance  of  your  offer,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Turner, 
you  would  have  been  enabled  to  carry  your  very  kind  intentions  into  effect. 

Fearing,  however,  that  there  is  now  no  prospect  of  such  a  result,  we  cannot 
hesitate  to  request  that  you  will  not  allow  the  refusal  of  your  offer,  or  any  irritat- 
ing remarks  made  by  Mr.  Turner,  to  interfere  with  the  fulfilment  of  th6se  liberal 
intentions  towards  the  School  which  you,  in  that  case,  originally  entertained,  and 
which  we  have  always  distinctly  understood  from  Mr.  Bx)binson  to  be  an  offer  of 
the  property  by  public  competition. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir. 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  servants, 

J.  H.  BROWN,  Head  Master, 
WM.  RUSHTON,  Second  Master. 
Philip  Williams,  Esq. 


SALE  OP  BREWOOD  SCHOOL  ESTATE. 

The  sale  of  the  school  estate,  by  public  auction,  took  place 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1853,  and  is  thus  noticed  in  the 
Wolverhampton  Herald,  Nov.  2 : — ''  Bkewood  School  Estate. — 
'^  On  Wednesday  last  this  estate,  to  which  public  attention 
has  been  directed  by  lengthy  communications  appearing  in  this 
paper,  was  disposed  of  by  public  auction,  at  the  Swan  Hotel,  by 
Mr.  R.  S.  Walker.  The  proceedings  were  opened  by  the  read- 
ing of  a  paper  by  Mr.  George  Robinson,  solicitor,  the  contents 
of  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  procure ;  after  which  Mr. 
Chambley,  of  Coven,  rose,  and  said  that  as  an  old  inhabitant  of 
Brewood,  he  protested  against  the  course  taken  by  Mr.  Robinson, 
and  averred  that  the  statement  read  was  damaging  to  the 
property.  His  remarks  were  received  with  cheers  by  a  portion 
of  the  company,  which  was  numerous.  Mr.  Home,  a  London 
solicitor,  inquired  whether  the  trustees  of  the  school  concurred 
in  the  sale,  and  whether  they  would  concur  in  the  conveyance. 
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Mr.  Robinson  replied  that  they  would  not ;  and  Mr.  Home 
then  remarked  that  under  those  circumstances  he  should  decline 
to  bid  for  the  property.  Mr.  Riley,  solicitor,  Wolverhampton, 
started  the  biddings,  and  afler  five  advances  it  was  knocked 
down  for  £6400  to  Mr.  Venables,  a  wholesale  clothier  from 
London,  and  who  is  a  member  of  the  City  Corporation.  Mr, 
Philip  Williams,  who  purchased  the  property  for  £4560,  stated 
that  having  some  spare  cash,  he  bought  the  estate  on  specula- 
tion, with  a  view  to  realise  a  profit  upon  it,  and  that  he  ought 
not  therefore  to  be  found  fault  with. — ^Mr.  Henry  Turner,  of 
this  town,  remarked  that  he  did  not  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Williams  so  much  as  that  of  the  trustees.  His  complaint 
was  that  Mr.  Williams  was  allowed  to  be  the  only  speculator  in 
Staffordshire — if  there  was  to  have  been  any  speculation  at  all, 
the  sale  should  have  been  thrown  open  to  the  public. — There 
was  some  disappointment  expressed  respecting  the  absence  of 
descriptive  plans  of  property ;  Mr.  Turner  was  requested  to 
show  plans  he  was  known  to  possess,  but  declined  to  produce 
them. " 


MR.  PHHilP  WILLIAMS'S  LETTER  TO  THE  INHABITANTS 

OF  BREWOOD. 

Wednesbury  Oak,  Tipton,  May,  8, 1854. 

Gentlemen.— It  is  known  to  you  that  I  have  promised  to  give  to  the 
Grammar  School  at  Brewood  the  surplus  to  arise  from  a  re-sale  of  the  property  I 
lately  purchased  from  it,  and  I  shall  of  course  keep  my  promise.  But  had  I,  in 
the  first  instance,  known  the  extent  and  object  of  the  assertions  made  against  the 
sale  to  me,  or  could  I  have  foreseen  the  continued  publications  against  my  title, 
and  against  'the  Trustees,  their  Solicitor,  and  Agents,'  nothing  should  have 
induced  me  to  have  done  otherwise  than  retain  my  purchase. 

Of  the  circumstances  of  the  property  prior  to  my  own  purchase  of  it  I  knew 
nothing,  nor  could  they  possibly  affect  me  or  my  contract  and  title  in  any  way.  I 
heard  of  it  from  a  gentleman  who  had  investigated  it  and  given  it  up,  upon  a 
report  of  Mr.  Yardley,  the  experienced  Mine  Agent  of  the  Moat  Colliery  Com- 
pany, that  the  strata  'under  it  could  not  be  worked  profitably.  1  inquired  some 
particulars  of  it  from  the  solicitor  to  the  Trustees,  and  he  referred  me  to  Mr. 
Southan,  their  mine  agent.  Mr.  Southan  is  also  my  mine  agent ;  but  up  to  that 
moment  I  did  not  know  he  had  been  consulted  on  this  property ;  and,  with  the 
exception  of  shewing  me  the  land,  and  answering  a  few  questions  I  put.  to  him,  I 
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had  no  other  commumcation  with  him.  And,  moreover,  if  Mr.  Southan  were 
capable  of  administering  to  my  interests  at  the  cxi^ense  of  any  other  employer,  I 
should  be  as  culpable  if  I  were  privy  to  such  conduct.  I  thought  of  it  merely  as 
a  speculation,  of  no  particular  moment  one  way  or  other ;  and  being  informed 
that  in  the  following  week  the  Trustees  would  meet  to  receive  some  offers  for 
the  property,  I  forwarded  one  myself.  I  was  afterwards  informed  the  Trustees 
refused  my  offer,  and  would  meet  on  another  day  to  receive  additional  offers ;  and 
it  was  the  merest  question  of  the  hour  with  me  whether  I  should  increase  my 
offer  or  not,  and  I  did  so  with  hesitation  at  last.  It  was  accepted  only  because  it 
was  highest;  and  I  was  so  indifferent  to  it  that,  meeting  Mr.  Giffard  a  few  days 
afterwards,  and  hearing  from  him  that  some  objection  was  made  to  the  sale  to  me, 
directly  said  "  there  need  be  no  difficulty  on  that  account ;  I  will  give  it  up."  And 
I  should  at  once  have  done  so,  if  the  course  pursued  by  the  individual,  who  has 
made  himself  so  prominent  in  this  business,  had  not  precluded  it.  But  I 
immediately  afterwards  heard  of  those  proceedings  on  his  part  which  he  has  so 
much  advertised,  and  of  his  having  declared  his  readiness  to  find  a  purchaser  at 
£9,000 ;  and  I  determined  to  offer  it  to  him  at  his  own  sum.  He  published  his  ac- 
ceptance of  it  from  week  to  week,  and  ultimately  refused  it  on  the  ground  that  my 
title  was  invalid !  In  one  week's  paper  "the  Draft  of  the  Agreement  for  the  sale 
was  before  him,  and  would  no  doubt  be  ingrossed  and  executed  before  his  advertise- 
ment was  in  the  hands  of  readers."  In  the  following  week's  paper,  "  Counsel 
had  no  doubt  that  my  Conveyance  was  not  worth  a  shilling ; "  and  "  for  the  sake 
of  peace"  I  was  asked  "to  relinquish  it."  If  "  Counsel"  was  informed  that  the 
Trustees  had  twice  offered  the  property  by  auction,— that  a  lease  of  it  had  been 
vacated  by  Mr.  Thomeycroft,  acting  as  a  referee  for  the  Trustees,  on  actual 
borings  made  by  his  order,  to  see  if  the  lessee  could  then  work  it  at  a  profit  or 
not,— that  mine  agents  (one  named  by  one  of  the  Masters)  were  consulted  in  the 
disposal  of  it  immediately  before  the  Trustees  met  to  receive  offers  for  it, — that 
the  price  came  up  to  their  valuations,  and  that  I  had  no  other  communications 
whatever  with  the  parties  than  my  tender,  he  must  have  a  very  different  opinion 
to  mine  of  the  legality  of  contracts. 

However,  I  offered  in  vain,  on  receiving  any  security  for  the  money,  to  lay 
all  the  facts  before  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  to  procure  a  confirmation  of  my 
purchase,  and  I  had  not  intended  to  give  the  subject  any  further  consideration, 
when  the  Masters  of  the  School  appealed  to  me  not  to  allow  "  the  refusal  of  my 
offer,  or  the  irritating  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Turner  "  to  interfere  with  what  they 
supposed  to  be  my  original  intention,  and  I  finally  stated  that  I  would  re-sell  the 
property  and  give  the  benefit  (if  any)  of  such  re-sale  to  the  School.  And  with 
reference  to  the  re-sale  and  its  result,  I  do  not  acknowledge  the  right  of  any 
individual  to  interfere  with  the  conditions  or  circumstances  under  which  any  sale 
of  my  own  property  should  be  conducted  by  me  or  by  my  solicitor ;  but  the 
Trustees  had  been  warned  that  if  they  concealed  any  fact  from  a  purchaser  they 
would  be  held  liable,  with  interest  three  times  told.     The  offer  of  £9,000  for  the 
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property  had  been  avoided  in  the  manner  already  stated,  and  it  was  insisted  that 
no  title  could  be  made  by  me^  and  that  nothing  but  a  new  sale,  by  or  with  the 
eoncorrence  of  the  tmstees,  could  be  good.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  out  of 
the  question  to  suppose  that  I  should  admit  any  right  but  my  own,  or  give  any 
title,  but  that  whidi  I  was  satisfied  to  receive  myself.  I  presumed,  therefore,  to 
think,  with  my  solicitor,  that  it  was  proper  that  the  most  stringent  precaution 
should  be  taken  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  farther  objection  on  that  point,  and  a 
notice  of  the  drcumstances  of  the  case  was  read,  and  an  explicit  agreement  pre- 
pared;— the  published  valuations  on  the  other  side  being  also  stated  by  the 
auctioneer,  so  that  every  thing  was  before  the  meeting,  and  the  sequel  proved  the 
value  of  the  precaution,  and  my  sale  was  completed,  after  notice  to  the  ol^jecting 
party  that  such  would  be  the  case  if  the  threatened  suit  in  Chancery  was  not 
commenced  in  the  mean  time.  One  inhabitant  of  Brewood  (Mr.  Chambley) 
complained  of  the  statement  read  by  my  solicitor,  before  the  sale,  but  obviously 
(judging  from  his  respectability)  because  it  had  not  occurred  to  him  that  it  would 
have  been  futile  to  have  done  it  after  the  sale,  to  say  nothing  of  the  extreme 
impropriety  (according  to  my  feelings)  of  first  taking  any  purchaser's  money  and 
afterwards  giving  any  statement  aflecting  his  property.  It  produced  £1,840  moro 
than  I  gave  for  it,  and  my  estimate  of  it;  and  I  am  happy  that  such  was  the  case. 
But  though  the  demand  for  minerals  in  South  Staffordshire  is  so  great  that  the 
most  watchful  eye  is  on  every  property  likely  to  produce  thrai,  no  persons  con- 
nected with  our  coal  and  iron  trade  thought  this  property  worth  buying,  and  the 
principal  competition  for  it  lay  between  a  gentleman  from  Birminghun,  (who  I 
am  informed  only  saw  it  two  hours  before  the  sale)  and  an  inhabitant  of  London, 
who  (profitable,  or  otherwise,  as  time  only  will  prove),  stated  that  he  bid  on  the 
representations  made  to  him.  I  beg  also  to  state  that  the  alteration  of  the  mode 
of  sale,  from  that  by  tender  to  an  auction,  was  my  own.  That  by  tender  was 
proposed  because  it  had  been  held  out  in  advertisements,  that  the  large  valuations 
of  one  party  might  be  realized,  and  it  was  thought  best  not  to  disdose  lesser 
biddings  by  others.  It  was  changed  in  deference  to  an  observation  made  to  me 
by  Mr.  C.  Wade,  which  I  adopted  at  the  moment,  but  of  the  correctness  of  which 
I  have  since  had  considerable  doubt. 

I  trust  I  should  be  ready  rather  to  forward,  than  to  deprecate  any  necessary 
inquiry  respecting  any  public  trust,  conducted  in  a  proper  spirit,  and  in  a  legiti- 
mate manner;  but  I  should  greatly  regret  that  my  concession  has  given  any 
colour  or  continuance  to  the  proceedings  that  have  been  pursued  in  this  case,  if  I 
thought  they  met  an  approval  anywhere.  I  have  thus  replied  in  justice  only  to 
my  solicitor,  to  comments  published  on  my  own  sale,  and  I  shall,  under  no 
drcumstanoe,  again  notice  them,  but  confine  myself  to  the  best  mode  of  making 
my  promise  useful.  I  beg,  however,  to  state,  that  I  shall  not  permit  the  estate  of 
the  school,  or  the  small  incomes  of  the  masters,  to  be  diminished  by  any  trouble 
and  expenses  which  have  either  at  present  been  occasioned,  or  may  yet  be  increased, 
by  continued  threats  and  publications,  or  proceedings  of  any  kind.  I  shall,  on  the 
contrary,  subtract  all  those  expenses  from  the  amount  realised  by  my  own  sale. 
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I  am,  therefore,  at  this  moment  unable  to  state  the  exact  amoimt  which  I  may 
have  to  present  to  the  institution ;  but  after  deducting  my  own  purchase  money, 
with  interest  and  the  present  expenses,  I  think  it  may  be  assumed  that  there  will 
be  nearly  £1,400  so  to  appropriate,  and  I  am  most  desirous  to  receive  any 
suggestions  which  the  inhabitants  of  Brewood  or  the  neighbourhood  will  give  me 
respecting  the  disposal  of  it. 

1  find  the  Lower  School  Room  a  most  wretched  place,  unfit  for  healthful 
and  decent  occupation.  I  propose,  therefore  (of  course  if  approved  by  the 
trustees),  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  part  of  my  surplus  in  the  erection  of  a 
suitable  new  School  Room ;  and  with  reference  to  the  residue,  J  only  wish  to  give 
it  for  such  purposes  as  will  be  most  beneficial  to  the  education  of  the  neighbour- 
hood. An  Exhibition  to  one  of  the  Universities  has  been  mentioned,. but  it  does 
not  appear  to  me  that,  as  the  great  majority  of  the  boys  leave  when  quite  young, 
for  the  ordinary  businesses  of  life,  there  could  be  any  competition  for  it  of  any 
general  and  public  utility,  or  even  that  there  would  be  any  annual  income  of 
sufficient  amount  for  such  a  purpose.  I  should  rather  be  disposed  to  prefer  an 
Annual  Public  Examination  of  the  School,  with  Frizes  for  Improvement  and 
Good  Conduct,  or  other  direct  assistance  where  circumstances  may  seem  to 
require  it,  particularly  under  such  arrangements  as  shall  secure  the  fullest  justice 
to  the  Day  Boys :— to  promote,  in  a  word,  THE  BEST  EDUCATION  AT 
BREWOOD  FOR  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  THE  NEIGHBOURHOOD, 
and  the  greatest  inducement  to  take  advantage  of  it.  The  Endowment  of  a 
Writing  Master  has  also  been  mentioned,  but  at  present  I  think  it  decidedly 
objectionable :  it  seems  to  me  that  where  every  thing  else  is  free,  a  proper  pay- 
ment for  a  Writing  Master  is  more  desirable  than  otherwise:  indeed,  I  am 
informed  that  in  practice  some  capitation  fee  is  found  conducive  to  the  interests 
of  a  school,  and  is  now  generally  adopted  in  schemes  settled  by  the  Court  of  Ckaii- 
cery.  But  I  allude  to  these  ideas  only  to  indicate  my  wish  rather  to  promote  the 
greatest  amount  of  general  good  than  to  attempt  more  than  drcumstanoes  admit ; 
and  many  points  may  occur  to  those  living  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which  I  have 
no  knowledge.  I  beg,  therefore,  to  solicit  unreserved  suggestions  from  all  who 
take  an  interest  in  the  School,  that  I  may  not  only  consider  them  myself,  but  be 
able  to  lay  them  before  the  Trustees  for  their  consideration,  as  it  will  be  my  wish 
in  all  respects  to  consult  those  noblemen  and  gentlemen  whose  high  character  and 
permanent  interest  in  the  district  are  the  best  guarantee  for  the  character  and 
management  of  the  School,  even  if  more  than  one  of  those  noblemen  were  not 
distinguished  for  practical  knowledge  and  zeal  in  the  cause  of  education. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

PHILIP  WILLIAMS. 


167 


BUETON-UPON-TEENT. 


Bubton-upon-Teent  is  a  well-built,  flourishing  town,  situated 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  Trent.  In  the  north  part  of  the 
town  there  is  an  ancient  stone  bridge  of  36  arches,  and  upwards, 
altogether,  of  500  yards  in  length.  The  Midland  Railway  Com- 
pany have  a  commodious  station  here.  From  1801  the  popula- 
tion of  the  parish  increased  firom  5,500  to  10,000  in  1851, 
nearly  doubling  in  half  a  century.  The  High-street  is  800 
yards  long;  but  the  whole  length,  under  different  names,  is 
nearly  a  mile  and  a  half. 

Burton  was  anciently  famous  for  alabaster  ornaments ;  after- 
wards it  became  a  clothing  town,  and  now  it  is  pre-eminent  for 
its  ale,  the  first  starting  of  which  is  given  to  Benjamin  Printin, 
in  1610. 

Although  bearing  every  appearance  of  a  modem  town. 
Burton  is  very  ancient,  the  name  itself  shewing  it  to  have  been 
of  Roman  or  British  origin,  as  the  Saxon  word  "  Byre,^'  or 
"  Bure-town,''  denotes  the  residence  of  some  man  of  note,  the 
word  "  Bure  '*  signifying  ''  Mansion ''  before  the  Saxon  era. 

Burton  once  possessed  a  very  celebrated  Abbey,  founded  in 
1002,  by  Ulfiic  Earl  of  Mercia,  who  was  chief  councillor  of  state 
to  king  Ethelred,  and  fell  in  1010^  whilst  fighting  against  the 
Danish  invasion.  The  value,  even  then,  of  the  lands  that  he 
bestowed  on  the  Abbey  was  £700.  In  Domesday  Book  its  re- 
venues are  put  down  at  £36  15s.  The  abbots  were  empowered 
to  hold  a  weekly  market,  to  collect  tolls,  and  institute  fairs. 
One  of  these  abbots  (Melbume)  built  the  whole  of  Hominglow- 
.  street,  in  1210 ;  and  some  of  the  abbots  sat  in  parliament.  This 
abbey  was  the  richest  in  Stafibrdshire,  having  a  yearly  income 
in  1540,  of  more  than  £400,  and  its  church  was  228  feet  long 
and  52  i  feet  wide.  Henry  the  Eighth  put  his  extinguishing 
hand  on  it  in  1543. 
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THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

William  Bean,  abbot  of  Burton  Monastery,  with  the  consent 
of  the  convent,  founded  a  Free  Grammar  School,  and  built  a 
school-house  in  the  town,  on  ground  belonging  to  the  monas- 
tery, and  left  money  in  the  hands  of  Ralph  Sacheverel  to  buy 
lands  and  endow  the  school,  which  he  did  by  purchasing  lands 
at  Orton-on-the-Hill,  in  Leicestershire,  and  Breaston,  in  Der- 
byshire. These  lands  were  conveyed  to  trustees  for  the  use  of 
the  school  and  schoolmaster. 

In  the  33rd  of  Elizabeth,  an  annual  stipend  of  £3  to  the 
master,  and  £6  to  the  usher,  was  granted  by  Elizabeth  Paulett, 
to  be  paid  half-yearly  on  1st  Nov.  and  1st  May. 

An  indenture  and  conveyance  of  the  lands,  dated  10th  June, 
1 745,  orders  as  follows  : — Trustees  to  appoint  and  discharge 
schoobnasterB ;  to  visit  and  reform  the  school,  and  have  the 
rules  set  up  therein.  That  the  £3  for  the  master  should  be 
increased  to  £40  per  annum.  That  20s.  be  paid  to  one  poor 
scholar  for  ringing  the  bell  and  sweeping  the  school.  That 
20s.  per  ann.  be  paid  to  the  rent  collector.  That  50s.  per  ann. 
be  reserved  for  repairs  and  incidental  expenses ;  but  if  they 
exceeded  that  amount,  then  the  masters  should  make  up  the 
same  proportionably.  That  the  remainder  (and  Earl  Uxbridge's 
volimtary  contribution)  be  paid  to  the  usher.  That  the  in- 
crease of  rent  should  be  divided  between  the  two  masters.  That 
when  only  six  trustees  survived,  they  should  elect  six  more ; 
the  major  part  to  be  inhabitants  of  Burton.  That  10s.  should 
be  allowed  to  the  trustees  annually  for  their  expenses. 

In  the  next  year,  1746,  the  Earl  of  Uxbridge  began  a  suit 
to  prove  his  right  of  electing  some  of  the  trustees,  but  he  was 
defeated  by  an  adverse  judgment  of  the  Court,  in  1752. 

The  Trustees  (15)  are  as  follows: — Marquis  of  Anglesey, 
M.  T.  Bass,  Esq.,  M.P.,  H.  Clay,  Esq.,  R.  S.  Belcher,  Esq.,  J. 
Clay,  Esq.,  R.  S.  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  A.  Bass,  Esq.,  T.  Goer, 
Esq.,  W.  Worthington,  Esq.,  E.  Wilder,  Esq.,  W.  H.  Wor- 
thington,  Esq.,  H.  Allsop,  Esq.,  T,  Salt,  Esq.,  R.  Thomewill, 
Esq.,  and  T.  Poyser,  Esq. 

Clerk  to  the  Trustees,  Mr.  Small,  solicitor.  Head  Master, 
Rev.  H.  Day,  LL.B.     Second  Master,  Mr.  H.  Hodson.     The 
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former  has  38  scholars  (10  boarders),  and  the  latter  30  scholars. 
Mathematical  Master,  F.  Guthrie,  Esq.  French  and  German, 
M.  Damas.  Assistant  Master,  Mr.  W.  H.  Drewett,  A.B.  The  * 
latter  gentleman  was  educated  in  this  school,  and  was  fifth  in 
merit  among  the  senior  candidates  in  the  first  Oxford  Middle- 
Class  Examination. 

The  masters  of  the  school  have  no  residences  attached  to 
the  foundation ;  this,  especially  in  Burton,  is  very  inconvenient, 
as  the  town  is  so  occupied  as  to  make  it  difficult  for  the  masters 
to  get  proper  residences,  or  to  live  near  the  school. 

When  the  Charity  Commissioners  visited  Burton  they 
recommended  the  trustees  to  enlarge  their  rules,  and  to  ''make 
such  regulations  as  might  be  requisite  for  maintaining  the 
character  of  the  institution,  and  carrying  into  efiect  the  purposes 
for  which  it  was  destined  and  endowed.''  Accordingly,  the 
trustees  applied  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  a  new  scheme 
was  approved  by  order  dated  2nd  August,  1858. 

Digest  of  the  New  Scheme. 

The  Trustees  to  be  15  in  number,  and  never  less  than  7 ;  to 
let  school  properties,  at  not  more  than  21  years,  without  fine  or 
preixiium,  and  the  tenants  to  pay  for  repairs  and  insurance  of 
buildings  thereon;  but  the  trustees  not  to  bold  any  of  the 
property,  directly  or  indirectly. 

The  Clerk  to  be  paid  £5  per  ann.,  and  the  Rent  Receiver  £2 
per  cent  on  the  amount  collected,  and  the  latter  to  find  security. 

Three  days'  notice  to  be  given  of  all  trustees'  meetings,  but 
not  less  than  four  meetings  to  be  held  annually;  and  the 
accounts  to  be  vouched  and  audited  at  the  January  meeting. 

The  Funds  to  be  deposited  in  a  bank,  and  the  trustees  may 
raise  on  the  security  of  £he  School  Estate,  by  mortgage  or 
grant  of  annuity,  for  any  period  not  exceeding  50  years,  such 
sum  as  may  be  required  to  erect  a  house  for  the  head  master  on 
the  land  used  as  a  play-ground  for  the  boys ;  and  such  mort- 
gage to  be  paid  off  by  fifty  equal  annual  payments,  out  of  the 
school  funds. 

The  Head  Master  to  teach,  with  assistance,  the  Greek,  Latin, 
German,  and  French  Languages,  Mathematics,  Arithmetic, 
History  and  Geography.     Second  Master, — English  and  Latin 
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Grammar,  elements  of  the  French  Language,  Writing,  Arith- 
metic, and  the  rudiments  of  Modem  History  and  Geography. 

The  Scholars  (so  far  as  the  school  can  accomodate),  shall  be 
the  sons  of  residents  who,  on  admission,  shall  be  able  to  read 
and  write,  and  hav^  some  knowledge  of  the  first  fom*  rules  of 
'  arithmetic ;  they  shall  be  admissible  between  eight  and  sixteen 
years  of  age,  but  shall  not  remain  in  the  school  after  nineteen. 
Should  the  school  be  full  at  any  time,  then  the  sons  of  persons 
who  have  lived  longest  at  Burton  to  have  the  preference. 

The  Head  Master  may  have  20  boarders,  or  day  scholars, 
sons  of  non-residents ;  and  the  Usher  may  have  any  number  of 
such  scholars  as  the  trustees  may  approve  of. 

All  boys  in  the  Upper  School  to  pay  £7  per  annum,  and  all 
boys  in  the  Lower  £2  per  annum,  capitation  fees — the  non-resi- 
dent boys  to  pay  £7  per  annum  in  either  school,  in  advance, 
quarterly ;  and  the  Head  Master  to  pay  the  Assistant  Masters 
and  French  Master  out  of  these  fees,  to  the  extent  of  two 
thirds — the  other  third  to  be  paid  to  the  trustees,  for  the  use 
of  the  school.* 

As  a  reward  of  good  scholarship,  the  trustees  may  select 
boys  in  the  lower  school,  and  transfer  them  to  the  upper 
school ;  and  also  may  transfer  boys  from  any  school  in  Burton 
to  the  lower  school — these  boys  to  pay  no  capitation  fees,  and 
to  be  limited  to  five  in  the  upper  and  five  in  the  lower  school. 

The  Head  Master  to  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England 
and  a  graduate  of  an  English  University,  and  to  reside  rent-free 
when  the  house  is  erected. 

The  Head  Master  to  provide  at  least  one  Assistant  and  one 
French  Master,  and  when  the  boys  number  110,  then  he  shall 
appoint  another  Assistant,  and  one  more  for*  every  additional 
thirty  boys.  The  trustees  may  dismiss  the  Head  Master,  and 
neither  of  the  Masters  to  hold  any  other  office.         • 

Aiter  the  expenses  of  repairs,  improvements,  management, 
examinations,  and  prizes,  all  the  remainder  of  the  school  rents 
(except  E.  Paulett^s),  shall  be  paid — two  thirds  to  the  Head 
Master,  and  one  third  to  the  Usher. 

*  In  the  fink  year  these  fees  amoonted  to  upwards  of  £200 ;  j£200  of  which 
were  paid  to  the  Assistant  Schoolmasters. 
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The  school  to  be  open  to  children  of  parents  of  all  denomi- 
nations^ and  to  be  tanght  the  doctrines  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land (except  where  the  parents  object  by  a  note  in  writing). 

Examinations  to  take  place  at  Midsummer^  and  a  graduate 
not  living  in  or  near  Burton  to  be  paid  five  guineas  for 
conducting  it^  and  thereupon  the  trustees  may  distribute 
prizes  not  exceeding  in  value  £5  in  the  whole. 

The  Head  Master  to  send  in  a  written  report  on  the  state 
of  the  school  to  the  trustees,  half-yearly. 

The  boys^  parents  to  provide  all  books  and  stationery,  and 
the  vacations  to  be  five  weeks  at  Christmas  and  six  at  Midsum- 
mer, with  one  week  at  Easter. 

The  trustees  may  make  new  rules  not  inconsistent  with 
the  foregoing. 

The  following  is  a  Schedule  of  the  Properties  belonging  to 

Burton  Grammar  School : — 

£     s.   d. 
A  messuage,  farm-honse,  building,  and  land,  containing  about ) 
120  acres,  at  Orton-on-the-Hill,  m  the  county  of  Leicester,  the  ^  228  11    0 
net  annual  rent  being J 

Two  messuages,  farm-houses,  buildings  and  lands,  oontainmg') 
about  112  acres,  at  Breaston,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  the  net  >  197    0    0 
annual  rent  being ) 

A  School-house  in  Buiton-on-Trent 

£187  3s.  3d.  consols,  called  the  EaUvay  Purchase-money  Diyi-'^ 
dends,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Aocountant-General,  the  >      4    9  10 
diyidends  thereon  being ) 

A  proportion  of  £333  6s.  8d.  consols,  called  the  Clerkenwell  House  "^ 
Dividends,  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey  >       8    9    0 
and  others,  the  dividends  thereon*  ) 

£438    9  10 

The  rules  of , this  school  are  very  comprehensive  and  liberal 
in  intention^  much  more  so  than  most  in  this  or  any  other 
county. 

At  the  Midsummer  public  examination^  1859^  conducted  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Wright,  M.A.,  King's  College,  Cambridge,  the 
results  were  pronounced  to  be  very  satisfactory.  Five  boys,  as 
per  clause  29,  were  elected  free  to  the  Upper  School  and  two  to 
the  Lower,  this  number  being  all  that  applied. 

*  This  is  Elizabeth  Paulett's  benefiution. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  BURTON  TOWN-LANDS. 

(From  the  Commissioners'  Reports.) 


PRE^nSES. 


Land  • 

Bam,  close,  and  two  houses 

Close '• 

Land   

Four  dwelling-booses* 

Land   

Two  messuages  and  gardens 

Mensuage 

House,  garden,  and  eight  tenements  ., 
Messuage  in  two  tenements  and  croft 

Land 

Bam,  and  part  of  Valence  close   < 

Messuage  and  garden 

Close  

Messuage,  gaiden,  and  buildings ..... 
Messuage  and  garden  

Messuage  and  garden  


SITUATION. 


} 


Coach-houses  and  garden   

Brewhouse  and  premises 

Cottage  and  croft   •• 

Messuage,  six  tenements,  malthouse, 

and  garden    

Byson  bridge  close   

Messuage,  raalthouso, buildings,  9c  garden 
Messuage,  yard,  garden,  and  croft   . . . .  ) 
Two  messuages,  with  yard  and  garden  j 

Cottage  and  Lay  of  land 

Messuage,  croft,  and  garden 

Land 

Messuage,  garden,  and  premises 

Finney's  close 

M  essuage,  in  four  tenements 

Messuage  and  garden 


Messuage,  garden,  and  buildings 

Messuage,  garden,  and  seyeral  tenements 

Messuage,  garden,  and  premises 

Tenement , 

Tenement 

Messuage , 

Messuage  and  garden , 

Pinfold  close    , 

Cottage  and  croft,  with  allotment    .... 

Allotment , 

Out  of  a  house,  ganleu.  and  tanyard   . . , 
*  Used  as  Almshouses  for  poor  men. 


Burton  parish. . . . 

Bond-end 

Ditto 

Cat-street 

Ditto 

Ditto 

High-street 

New-street    

High-street 

New-street    . . 

Luke's  llatt 

Anderstaff-lane    . . 

High-street 

Cat-street 

High-street  ..  .... 

Hominglow-  street 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

New-street 


Quantity 


A. 

4 

2 
2 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
3 
1 
0 
I 
0 
0 


R.      P 

1     6 

0  2 

1  20 
0  16 

0  20 

0  :}H 

0  15 

0  35 

1  30 
3  14 
0  16 

2 

24 

6 

7 


1 
3 
1 
1 


0    0  36 


0 
0 
0 


0  20 

1  4 

2  8 


High-street 

Bond*end 

High-street 

Horninglow-street 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Homin^ow  wharf 
Horninglow-street 
Anderstaff-lane  . 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Nr.  Burton  bridge 

Bridge-end  

Ditto 

Hominglow  street 

Ditto 

Ditto , 

Stretton 

Hominglow...., 
New-street    ..... 


0    1    5 


0  9 

1  0 


0    2  20 


0 
0 
I 
0 
2 
0 
0 


1  2 
0  37 

2  8 

0  11 

1  22 

0  0 

1  3 


0    13 


Terms  and 
the  year 


year  to  year 


II 


Rents  in 
1H2:<. 

£    8.  d. 

10  0    0 
Vo    I    2 

11  17    6 
0  10    0 


3  lives 


t> 


II 


year  to  year 

If 

I* 

3  lives 

year  to  year 
3  lives 


(42  years) 
\  ttn.  1807  f 
3  Uves 


I* 

n 


year  to  year 
12  years .... 

3  lives 


0 
I 
1 
2 

8    0 
24  12 

2  14 

3  0 
0  II 
2    2 


1    0 

0    0 

0    0 

0    0 

0    0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1  10  0 

2  10  0 

4    0  0 

6    6  0 

0  10  0 

3  0  0 


If 


year  to  year 

year  to  year 
3  lives 


0 
0 
1 
0 
4 


0  13 

2  0 
0    5 

3  0 
0    0 


(40  years) 
\  fm.  1814  \ 
3  lives 


•  I 
If 


I 


year  to  year 

3  lives 

year  to  year 


1 


4  8    8 
1    8    0 

6  10  0 
3  10  0 
0    0 
1  10 

0  4 

1  0 
II  18    8 

10    0 

5  0 


0 
0 
0 


16    0 

5  5 
5    0 

3  10 

1  10 

2  2 

4  0 
4  0 
1  0 
8  0 
1  6 


0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 


Some  of  the  above  parcels  have  been  exchanged  under  the  authority  of  an  Act  for 

inclosing  common  lands,  in  the  parish  of  Burton,  under  which  an  award  has  been  made. 

They  are  considered  to  be  of  the  same  annual  value  as  the  parcels  given  up.    They  are  ae 

follow  :— 

A.  B.  p. 

No.  45.— A  piece  of  land  in  Bnrton  Extra,  called  Welsh  Gap 0    034 

No.46.-Ditto  0    3    0 

No.  47.--Ditto S    1    5 

No.  47a.— Ditto,  Cow  Paatnre 0    322 

Nos.  12, 13, 14,  and  part  of  16.— Land  in  Hominglow  Moor ft    2  27 

No.  41.— Ditto  10    027 

No.  44.— I«ne  in  Derby.lane,  Barton  0    0  28 

Ditto,ditto    0    118 

The  last  three  are  allotmente  made  in  respect  of  common  belonging  to  the  town  Unda. 

The  above  rents  are  collected  by  the  town  masters  (two 
inhabitants  elected  on  every  St.  Thomas's  Day,  by  the  trustees), 
and  are  distributed  as  occasion  requires,  partly  for  the  general 
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uses  of  the  town  and  inhabitants^  also  for  apprenticing  children, 
for  supplying  coals  for  the  almshouses,  for  clothing  poor  people, 
and  in  money  gifts  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  on  the  21st  of 
December. 

The  trust  has  also  £84  per  annum,  the  interest  of  £1,800, 
being  an  accumulation  of  fines.     Also  the  following  properties. 

Land  on  west  side  of  Anderstaff-lane,  formerly  let  as  garden 
ground  to  the  Workhouse,  at  £5  8s.  per  annum. 

The  Pavement  House  rents  (house,  shop,  two  cottages,  and 
land),  for  paving  High-street,  and  let  in  1806  on  lease  of  three 
lives,  at  £1 2  per  annum. 

The  New  Close,  20  acres,  called  the  Town  Moors;  the  rents 
wore  devised  for  lighting  and  paving  Barton  and  Bond  End, 
and  average  (less  draining  and  manuring),  about  £60  per 
annum. 

Also  the  rents  of  stables  and  coachhouses  on  south  side  of 
Cat- street  (about  £4),  given  on  Whitsun-eve,  in  small  sums. 

Also  four  acres  of  land  at  Barton-under-Needwood,  the  rent 
to  be  given  to  one  poor  man,  about  seven  guineas  per  annum. 

Also  Almond^s  gift.  Is.  6d.  weekly,  in  bread,  at  Bui*ton 
Church,  every  Sunday  morning ;  and  30s.  yearly  each  to  the 
poor  of  Branston,  Hominglow,  and  Stretton,  on  Easter- eve. 
Remainder  of  (£42)  to  the  poor  of  Burton  and  Barton  Extra 
in  the  church  porch. 

Also  Hawkinses  charity,  £5  per  annum,  in  bread,  to  the 
poor  of  Burton. 

Also,  Steel's  Charity,  of  21s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor  of 
Burton,  Branston,  and  Stretton,  on  the  Sundays  after  Lady  and 
Michaelmas  Days. 

Also,  Elizabeth  Paulett's  Charity,  rents  for  the  support  and 
clothing  of  five  old  women,  unmarried,  in  Burton.  The  Charity 
Commissioners  gave  the  income  as  £81  17s. 

Also,  Ellen  Parker's  Charity,  1634,  of  £10  per  annum  each, 
for  six  poor  women  in  the  Almshouses,  built  by  the  same  bene- 
factors. Three  of  them  should  be  elected  from  Stretton,  and 
three  from  Burton. 

Also,  Richard  Caldwell's,  M.D.,  Charity  (24th  of  Elizabeth). 
This  singular  bequest  runs  as  follows : — He  gave  to  the  bailiffs 
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and  others  of  Lichfield,  £40  to  be  lent  to  eight  needy  honest 
persons  of  Lichfield,  (except  beggars  and  alehouse  keepers)  for 
five  years.  Also,  he  lent  £40  to  his  nephew  at  Burton,  and  his 
heirs,  should  they  continue  to  reside  in  Burton,  and  be  occu- 
pied in  cloth  making ;  in  default  thereto,  some  clothier  of  his 
name  and  kin  ;  but,  if  none  remaining,  then  to  some  clothier  of 
his  name ;  and  if  none  of  his  name,  then  to  any  other  clothier, 
from  five  years  to  five  years.  He  also  ordered  to  be  lent  to  four 
clothiers  in  Burton,  £120  for  five  years,  and  after  the  first  five 
years,  to  be  lent  to  20  such  persons,  or  other  handicraflmen  in 
Burton,  £6  each  for  five  years ;  and  then  to  four  such  persons, 
for  the  next  five  years,  and  so  alternately  for  ever,  to  20  and 
4  persons,  five  years  by  turns  :  one  of  his  kin,  if  any  Uving, 
always  to  have  one  £30,  and  five  of  them  always  to  have  five 
of  the  six  pound  loans. 


ALLSOFS  SCHOOL. 

Eichard  Allsop,  who  died  in  1728,  left  £200  to  found  a 
Charity  School  in  Burton,  for  the  education  of  poor  children, 
not  exceeding  30  at  a  time,  and  the  poorest  and  those  attending 
divine  service  to  be  preferred. 

The  property  purchased  with  this  money  consisted  of  a 
piece  of  ground  of  11  acres  in  King's  Bromley.  On  the 
occasion  of  the  Burton  inclosure,  this  land  was  exchanged  for 
three  pieces  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Burton,  two  on  Hominglow 
Moor,  of  3i  acres,  and  one  on  Goosemoor,  of  5  J  acres ;  these 
were  then  let  at  £24  per  annum. 

Added  to  this  bequest,  Francis  Astle,  in  1735,  ordered  by 
will,  that  land  should  be  bought  by  his  executors,  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  £5  and  upwards,  which  was  to  be  applied  in 
buying  coats,  waistcoats,  breeches  of  grey  cloth,  and  hats, 
shoes,  and  stockings,  for  four  poor  boys  in  Allsop's  School. 

The  land  so  purchased  consists  of  three  acres  at  Hatton  in 
Derbyshire,  called  the  Rush  Holme  Close. 

The  National  School  of  Burton,  which  is  the  largest  and 
handsomest  in  the  kingdom,  was  opened  at  Midsummer,  1858. 
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In  this  school  30  boys  were  educated  free,  and  Mr.  John 
Ghappells,  who  has  been  schoolmaster  for  11  years,  receives  £24 
per  annum  on  that  behoof.  The  boys  have  their  books  entirely 
free,  and  the  six  who  remain  longest  in  the  school,  are  clothed 
in  blue  and  corduroy,  and  have  caps,  shirts,  boots,  and  stockings, 
gratis. 

*  There  is  a  school  for  girls,  but  the  boys  school  alone  cost 
£1600  in  erecting,  towards  which  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey  gave 
the  site,  and  Messrs.  Bass  and  Allsop  £200  each,  and  the 
Townland's  Trustees  £200  also. 

In  this  school,  and  that  of  the  Grammar  School,  and  their 
entire  management.  Burton  sets  an  example  worthy  of  the 
imitation  of  all  endowed  school  trustees  and  masters. 


WATERFALL. 


Waterfall  is  singularly  small  and  singularly  poor,  situated 
in  the  Moorlands,  seven  miles  from  Leek.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  curious  fact  of  the  river  Hamps,  which,  after  flowing 
eight  miles,  disappears  among  the  limestone  rocks,  near  Water- 
houses.  The  parish  contains  only  1 ,600  acres,  and  400  to  500 
people";  the  rectory  is  valued  at  £65. 

THE  SCHOOL  LANDS. 

In  1780,  the  freeholders  of  Waterfall  conveyed  four  acres  of 
land  at  Waterfall  Cross,  and  a  piece  at  Town  End,  of  one  acre, 
the  rent  whereof  should  be  laid  out  in  the  education  of  poor 
children  belonging  to  the  parish ;  there  was  then  in  existence  a 
school-room  with  apartments  over  it,  which  had  been  built  by 
subscription. 
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The  present  state  of  the  school  may  be  gathered  from  the 
letter  underneath,  written  to  the  author  by  the  schoolmaster,  in 

reply  to  a  circular  of  enquiries. 

Waterfall  August  15tli  1859. 
Dear  sir 

I  have  received  thb  form  from  you  and  I  am  glad  to  inform  you  anything 
that  1  can  about  the  school  we  teach  9  schoollars  to  read  and  write  free  allso  to 
knitt  and  sew  free  of  any  expence  *  they  find  their  own  paper  and  ink  for  the 
yearly  sum  of  £7  12s  Od  per  Annm  but  till  this  last  three  years  they  had  used  to 
pay  one  peny  per  week  but  was  allterd  when  my  wife  died  on  May  4th  1856  She 
was  teacher  at  this  school  42  years  ail  but  a  few  days  I  Thos  Mycock  dock  and 
Watch  Maker  live  in  the  School  at  present  I  was  husband  to  her  and  the  present 
tcecher  is  Charity  Wood  Nece  to  the  last  School  Mistris  Our  schooU  was  built  by 
subscription  about  the  year  1765  the  salery  is  paid  from  land  one  field  lying  at 
waterfall  cros  about  four  acres  yearley  rent  £5  Os  Od  tenant  Mary  Hall  and  it  is 
Call  ^"school  field  and  another  field  calld  Called  town  end  near  waterfall  village 
yearley  rent  £2 12s  Od  tenant  Wm  Edge  this  land  was  given  by  the  freeholders 
When  the  school  was  built  it  was  cotage  land  and  the  owners  of  it  became  charge- 
able to  the  parish  and  when  they  died  the  freeholders  and  rate  payers  give  it  to  the 
ichool  for  iver  to  teach  poor  childery  to  read  and  rite  as  many  as  it  will  pay  ihe 
usual  No.  formerly  was  six  for  more  than  forty  years  we  have  six  trustees  and 
they  meet  twice  a  year  the  first  thursday  in  June  and  the  first  thfrsday  in  Decem- 
ber the  Clergeman  allways  one  and  if  one  dies  the  old  ones  nominate  another 
Names  of  present  trustees  End.  J.  Wm.  Kewley  Isaac  Smith  Joseph  Howson 
Daniel  Hall  Mathew  Coup  Thos.  E>cadfem. 

This  is  the  best  information  that  i  am  able  to  give  you  about  the  school  I  have 
been  living  in  it  about  thirty  years  from  your  Obedient  servant 

THOMAS  MYCOCK. 

Waterfall  Near  Leek  Staffordshire. 

*  The  oUier  scholars  pay  from  3d  to  6d.  a- week. 
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Norton  Caines,  or  Norton-under-Cannock,  is  a  village  seven 
miles  west  of  Lichfield,  contadning  2,600  acres  of  cultivated 
land,  120  of  wood,  and  1,600  of  heath,  called  Cannock  Chase. 

SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  dated  27th  and  28th 
November,  1818,  enrolled  in  Chancery,  reciting  that  about  the 
year  1776,  Bichard  Gildart  and  Phineas  Hussey,  having  been, 
with  others,  desirous  of  establishing  a  school  for  the  instruction 
of  poor  children,  resident  in  or  natives  of  Norton,  in  reading, 
writing,  and  arithmetic,  they  had  caused  a  tenement  to  be 
erected,  and  several  pieces  of  land  to  be  enclosed  from  the 
waste,  for  the  schoolmaster^s  residence,  and  a  trust  estate  (ex- 
cept the  mines  and  minerals)  free  of  rent  or  taxes.  The  rents 
of  the  estate  were  to  be  partly  appropriated  to  the  support  of 
the  curate ;  and  the  schoolmaster  was  to  be  appointed  and  dis- 
missed by  the  trustees,  and  to  find  a  bond  of  £100  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties,  and  to  quit  the  house  at  six  months' 
notice.  His  salary  was  to  be  subject  to  their  judgment  as  to 
amount.  The  present  master,  Mr.  T.  M.  Doley,  receives  from 
this  source  £20  per  annum,  and  the  children,  varying  from  25 
to  60,  pay  3d.  to  6d.  per  week, — ^the  greatest  amount  he  re- 
ceives being  £35  per  annum. 

CHARITIES. 

FowKBs'  Charity. — Roger  and  Phineas  Fowke  left  a  charge 
upon  two  pieces  of  land,  called  "  Poor's  Meadows,"  of  15  penny 
loaves  to  be  given  every  Sunday  |o  the  poor. 

Davis's  (and  others)  Charitt. — ^Ann  Davis  charged  the 
Newlands  Farm  with  50s.  yearly.  Thomas  Walker  gave  6s. 
per  annum  out  of  the  Big  Field.  John  Smith,  of  Frog-hall, 
left  the  interest  of  £20  for  the  poor;  and  Richard  Green  left 
10s.  a-year  for  the  poor.  Those  four  benefactions  are  dis- 
tributed at  Christmas  to  old  and  infirm  people. 
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BRADLEY. 


Bradley,  or  Bradley -juxta- Stafford,  is  a  small  ancient  village, 
five  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Stafford,  containing  about  700 
inhabitants,  and  4690  acres  of  land. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

No  document  exists  to  shew  the  original  foundation  of  this 
school.  In  a  Commission  that  sat  in  Chas.  II/s  reign  (1673), 
the  premises  and  trusts  are  described ;  and  in  some  old  docu- 
ments in  the  possession  of  the  trustees,  the  school  is  mentioned 
so  far  back  as  Edward  VI.^s  time.  The  school  lands  contain 
92  acres,  and  let  for  about  £205.  At  the  present  moment  the 
school  statistics  are  as  follows : — Mr.  John  HoUoway,  the  school- 
master, receives  £70  per  annum ;  Mrs.  HoUoway  £30.  They 
were  appointed  at  Easter,  1859,  and  have  under  their  instruc- 
tion 32  boys  and  40  girls  and  infants.  The  boys  are  taught  an 
English  course  of  education,  and  are  entirely  free  from  charge. 

The   rules   and  orders  of  1836  are  still  in  force,  and  are  as 
follows  : — 

1. — That  all  boys,  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Bradley 
aforesaid,  being  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  who  can  read  the  English 
Testament,  shall  be  received  into,  and  be  instructed  in  all  things  to  be  taught  in 
the  said  master's  school  gratis,  and  without  any  fee  or  reward ;  but  every  boy 
shall  leave  the  said  school  when  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sixteen  years. 

2.— That  all  children  (both  boys  and  girls)  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parish,  (boys  from  the  age  of  three  years  to  eight  years,  and  gills  from  the  age  of 
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three  years  to  fifteen  yeans),  shall  be  reoeived  into,  and  be  instmcted  in  all  things 
to  be  tanght  in  the  schoolmistress's  school,  gratis,  and  without  any  fee  or  reward ; 
but  that  such  children  being  boys,  shall  not  remain  in  the  said  schoobnistress's 
school  after  they  respectively  attain  the  age  of  eight  years ;  nor  such  children 
being  girls,  after  fifteen  years. 

3. — ^That  suitable  plots  of  ground,  not  less  than  forty  square  yards  each,  near 
or  adjoining  each  of  the  said  schools,  should  be  set  out  to  be  used  as  play  grounds, 
as  the  major  part  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  present  at  any  meeting  of 
such  trustees,  shall  direct. 

4. — That  the  hours  of  instruction  in  the  schoolmaster's  school  should  be  from 
nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  and  from  half-past  one  to  five,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of 
March  to  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  inclusive,  in  every  year ;  and  from 
nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  and  from  half-past  one  to  half-past  three,  from  the  twenty- 
ninth  day  of  September  to  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  inclusive,  in  every  year; 
and  in  the  schoolmistress's  school  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  and  from  half-past 
one  to  four,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March  to  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
September  inclusive,  in  every  year ;  and  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock,  and  from 
half-past  one  to  three,  from  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  September  to  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March  inclusive,  in  every  year,  or  otherwise  as  the  major  part  of  the 
trustees  of  the  said  charity  for  the  time  being,  present  at  any  meeting,  may  from 
time  to  time  direct.  And  that  the  said  schools  shall  be  open  daily,  except  as 
hereinafter-mentioned ;  and  except  upon  Sundays,  Fast-days,  and  days  of  Thanks- 
giving ;  and  except  such  other  days  and  times  as  the  major  part  of  the  trustees, 
present  at  any  meeting,  may  from  time  to  time  direct. 

5.—  That  the  said  schools  should  be  respectively  closed  for  one  month  during 
harvest  season,  in  each  year,  to  commence  at  such  time  as  the  trustees  shall  appoint, 
and  for  three  weeks  at  Christmas  in  each  year :  that  is  to  say,  from  the  eighteenth 
day  of  December,  to  the  eighth  day  of  January  following ;  or  for  such  other  period 
and  at  such  other  times  as  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees,  present  at  any  meet- 
ing, shall  from  time  to  time  direct. 

6. — ^That  each  school-room  shall  be  open  for  the  reception  of  scholars  half  an 
hour  before  the  time  appointed  for  the  commencement  of  instruction,  to  prevent 
their  being  exposed  to  the  weather  if  they  arrive  before  the  time  required,  as 
many  of  the  children  will  come  from  a  distance. 

7. — ^That  the  children  should  respectively  assemble  at  the  school-rooms  on 
each  Sunday  half  an  hour  before  the  morning  and  afternoon  services,  and  proceed 
with  the  master  and  mistress  to  attend  Divine  Worship  at  the  parish  church  at 
Bradley. 

8. — That  the  said  charity  lands  and  premises  should  be  let  by,  and  the  rents 
thereof  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  for  the  time  being ;  and  that, 
thereout,  they  should  pay  the  master  for  the  time  being,  the  annual  sum  of  £70. 
9.— That  the  children  be  taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  English  grammar, 
history,  and  geography,  and  such  other  instruction  as  the  major  'part  of  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  present  at  any  meeting,  may  think  proper. 
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10. — ^That  the  said  churchwardens  should  abo  pay  out  of  the  said  rents  to  the 
schoolmistress  such  annual  sum,  not  exceeding  the  annual  sum  of  £30,  as  the 
trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  appoint ;  and  that 
she  should  teach  the  children  in  her  school,  knitting,  needle-work,  reading,  and 
writing,  and  such  other  things  as  the  major  part  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  time 
being,  present  at  any  meeting,  may  from  time  to  time  direct.  And  that  the  said 
schoolmistress's  school  be  used  exclusively  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  charity, 
and  not  for  the  reception  of  the  scholars  of  her  husband. 

11. — That  the  duties  of  the  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  should  be  per- 
formed by  them  respectively  in  person,  and  not  by  deputy,  unless  m  the  case  of 
sickness,  when  the  said  trustees  shall  appoint  a  proper  person  to  officiate  during 
the  temporary  absence  of  such  master  or  mistress,  and  allow  such  remuneration 
to  such  person  or  persons,  out  of  the  said  trust  funds,  as  they,  in  their  discretion, 
shall  think  fit. 

12. — That  the  surplus  of  the  income  of  the  said  charity,  after  payment  of  the 
sums  before-mentioned,  should  be  expended  in  repairs  of  the  school-houses,  and 
the  other  charity  premises ;  in  the  purchase  of  books,  pens,  ink,  paper,  firing,  and 
rewards  for  the  encouragement  of  the  scholars ;  and  otherwise  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  school,  and  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  said  trusts,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  said  trustees,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  present  at  any  meeting. 

13. — That  the  books  to  be  used  in  the  said  schools  shall  be  such  as  shall  be 
approved  of  by  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  majority  of  them. 

14. — That  the  said  trustees  should  meet  annually,  or  oftener  in  their  discretion, 
when  the  rewards  and  prizes  should  be  distributed — three  trustees  being  present 
to  constitute  a  meeting. 

15. — ^That  notice  of  every  annual  meeting  of  trustees  of  the  said  charity  be 
published  in  some  newspaper  usually  circulated  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  at  least 
seven  days  before  the  holding  of  such  meeting. 

16. — That  the  major  part  of  the  trustees  present  at  such  annual  meeting  shall 
have  the  power  of  removing  the  present  or  any  future  schoolmaster  or  school- 
mistress, and  of  appointing  others  in  lieu  of  them;  and  of  regulating  and 
managing  the  affairs  of  the  said  school  and  charity. 

17.— That  the  said  churchwardens  shall  yearly,  on  Easter  Tuesday,  render 
perfect  accounts  to  the  trustees  in  the  parish  church  of  Bradley,  shewing  their 
receipts  and  disbursements  touching  the  premises,  and,  if  required,  verify  the 
same  on  oath,  affbmation,  or  solemn  declaration,  and  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
trustees,  or  major  part  of  them,  should  think  fit. 

18. — That  an  iron  chest  shall  be  provided  out  of  the  trust  funds,  to  be  kept  in 
the  vestry  of  the  said  parish  church,  and  that  the  deeds,  books,  and  papers  relat- 
ing to  the  said  trust,  shall  be  deposited  therein,  and  the  keys  thereof  kept  by  the 
said  trustees,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them. 

19. — ^That  in  case  any  one  or  more  of  the  existing  trustees  or  their  successors 
shall  die,  desire  to  be  discharged,  refuse,  or  become  incapable  to  act,  then,  and 
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in  any  such  case,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  surviying  or  continuing  trustees  for  the 
time  being;  or  the  major  part  of  such  of  them  as  shall  be  present  at  such  annual 
meeting  as  aforesaid,  to  appoint  any  person  or  persons  to  be  trustees  in  the  place 
of  such  deceased  or  out-going  trustee  or  trustees,  so  that  the  number  of  acting 
trustees,  shall  not  in  any  case  be  less  than  five,  or  more  than  fifteen ;  and  in  case, 
at  the  time  of  any  such  appointment  of  new  trustees,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lich- 
field for  the  time  being  shall  not  be  a  trustee,  and  shall  be  willing  to  accept  the 
trusts,  the  said  Lord  Bishop  shall  be  appointed  a  trustee. 

20. — That  every  such  appointment  of  new  trustees  shall  be  signified  by  writing 
under  the  hands  of  the  persons  making  such  appomtment ;  and,  thereupon,  all 
the  trust  estates  and  premises  shall  be  duly  conveyed  to,  and  vested  in  the  newly 
appointed  trustees  jointly  with  the  continuing  trustees  upon  the  existing  trusts. 

21. — ^That  a  copy  of  these  and  all  other  rules  and  orders  made,  or  to  be  made 
for  the  government  of  the  said  school,  and  for  the  administration  of  the  said 
charity  estate,  should  be  painted  on  a  board  and  affixed  in  some  conspicuous  part 
of  each  school-room. 

RULES  AND  OBJDERS, 
Made  by  the  Trustees  of  the  said  School,  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  1836. 

That  each  school  (both  the  schoolmaster's  school  and  the  schoolmistress's 
school)  be  closed  for  one  month,  to  be  computed  from  the  eighth  day  of  August 
in  each  year. 

That  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being  pay,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  charity 
estate,  to  the  schoolmistress,  the  annual  sum  of  £30,  for  her  salary. 

That  the  annual  meeting  of  the  trustees  for  the  distribution  of  rewards  and 
prizes  among  the  scholars,  be  held  at  the  schoolmaster's  school-room,  in  Bradley, 
on  Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  in  every  year. 

Trustees. — The  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Talbot,  Hon. 
and  Rev.  A.  C.  Talbot,  Rev.  C.  L.  Royds,  T.  Hartshome,  Esq.,  C.  H.  Webb, 
Esq.,  T,  Blurton,  Esq.,  J.  Taylor,  Esq.,  T.  E.  Whitby,  Esq.,  J.  Kenderdine, 
Esq.,  Rev.  J.  A.  Eell,  Chas.  Byrd,  Esq,,  Chas.  Keeling,  Esq.,  E.  Barlow,  Esq., 
and  Thos.  Jackson,  Esq. 


BRADLEY  CHARITIES. 

DoNOE  UNKNOWN. — Three  shillings'  worth  of  bread  on  Good 
Friday,  and  two  shillings'  worth  on  Whit  Sunday  to  the  poor. 
The  last  is  called  Widow's  Money,  and  both  are  paid  from 
Lower  Barton  estate. 

Lake's  Chabity. — Richard  Lake,  by  will,  dated  7th  Feb., 
1727,  left  the  piece  of  ground  called  the  Cockle,  and  40s.  in 
money,  to  provide  one  dozen  of  bread  every  Sunday  for  the 
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poor.  The  land  consists  of  nearly  eight  acres :  possession  has 
been  long  lost  to  the  Charity,  but  52s.  a-year  are  paid  by  the 
holder  for  the  poor. 

Fernyhurst's  Charity. — John  Femyhurst,  William  Chew, 
and  Edward  Cartwright  (1759)  bequeathed  the  rents  of  the 
Stepping  Stone  Meadow,  or  the  Rockow  Meadow,  to  the  use  of 
four  godly  persons,  legally  settled  in  Bradley.  This  bequest 
ceased  about  1808,  as  it  was  left  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  their  successors.  Ser- 
jeant Williams  bought  it  at  that  time,  but  agreed  to  pay  £1  per 
annum  to  the  poor,  which  is  done  on  New  Year's  Day  at  the 
church. 

Savage's  Charity. — ^Richard  Savage,  of  Liverpool,  in  1782, 
lefb  two  sums  of  £3  each,  rent  charges  on  lands  called  the 
Withey  Pit,  in  Barton,  and  the  Hathems,  also  in  Barton.  The 
one  £3  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  other  to  the  benefit  of 
poor  housekeepers,  not  paupers,  in  Bradley.  This  is  given 
away  on  New  Year's  Day. 

AnTi  Bourne  gave,  in  1690,  £5 ;  Appaline  Bourne,  in  1690, 
£10 ;  John  Alsop,  in  1783,  £5 ;  and  an  unknown  donor  £10 — 
total  £30,  which  was  laid  out  in  purchasing  two  gardens  at 
Coton  Clanford,  in  Seighford*  The  rent,  about  £3,  is  distri- 
buted to  the  poor  on  New  Year's  Day,  according  to  the  giver'a 
intentions. 
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NEWCASTLE-UNDEE-LYMR 


Newcastle-vnbeb-Lyhe  is  an  important  town  and  parish  in 
North  Staffordshire^  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  celebrated 
range  of  hills  which  run  north  and  through  the  centre  of  the 
kingdom.  Besides  having  two  markets  a  week,  it  has  twelve 
fairs  in  the  year,  toll  free  for  horses  and  cattle.  The  trades 
carried  on  embrace  felted  hats,  silk,  cotton,  thread,  shoes, 
clocks,  and  malt.  Two  brooks  flow  through  the  town,  and  two 
canals  aid  its  commerce.  The  parish  contains  640  acres  of 
land,  and  the  population  reaches  11,000  souls.  In  the  market 
place  is  a  handsome  iron  gas  pillar,  elevated  on  ctone  steps 
like  a  market  cross;  this  cost  £40,  the  proceeds  of  the  for- 
feiture of  a  transported  felon — ^a  novel  way  of  commemorating 
his  memory. 

The  name  of  this  town  is  derived  from  the  new  fortress 
erected  (1180)  by  Randolph,  Earl  of  Chester.  In  the  fifth  year 
of  king  John,  1203,  the  town  was  fined  for  changing  its 
market  day  from  Sunday  to  Saturday.  In  1234,  there  were 
but  28  burgesses  paying  12d.  per  annum  each;  up  to  1263,  the 
Castle  and  Borough  belonged  to  the  Crown,  after  which  it  had 
many  changes  of  masters,  viz.,  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  1265; 
Earl  of  Derby,  1266 ;  finally  John  of  Gaunt  held  it,  and  from 
that  until  now  it  has  been  attached  to  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster. 
The  freemen  of  the  town  acquired  their  freedom  by  birth  or 
servitude,  and  those  who  reside  in  the  borough  have  a  right  of 
pasturage  over  205  acres  of  fertile  land. 
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THE  FREE  GEAMMAE  SCHOOL. 

Cleyton's  Gift. — The  earliest  endowment  of  the  grammar 
school  in  Newcastle-under-Lyme  appears  to  have  been  derived 
from  Eichard  Cleyton,  Esq.,  of  London,  who  by  deed  poll, 
dated  9th  April,  1602,  granted  to  his  brother  Thomas  Cleyton, 
of  Newcastle,  and  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  aldermen  and  capital 
burgesses  by  name,  their  heirs  and  successors,  after  the  death 
of  himself  and  his  wife,  a  yearly  rent  of  £10  issuing  out  of  his 
dwelling-house,  shops  and  warehouses  thereto  belonging,  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Lawrence,  in  the  Old  Jewry,  London,  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Mitre,  with  power  of  distress  in  case  of  non- 
payment, to  the  intent  that  they  should  therewith  for  ever  find 
and  provide  such  an  able  and  sufficient  schoolmaster,  removable 
at  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  said  Thomas  Cleyton,  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  capital  burgesses,  and  their  successors,  or  the  more 
part  of  them,  who  should  teach  and  instruct  in  learning  30  poor 
children  born  within  the  town  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  gratis^ 
as  should  be  named  and  thought  a  fit  and  meet  man  by  the  said 
Thomas  Cleyton  while  he  lived,  and  after  his  death  by  the 
mayor,  bailiffs  and  capital  burgesses  for  the  time  being ;  and  it 
was  provided  that  such  schoolmaster  should  have  taken  the 
degree  of  bachelor  of  arts  in  one  of  the  universities. 

John  Cotton's  Gift. — By  indenture,  dated  1st  June,  1609, 
reciting  that  John  Cotton,  of  Alkington,  in  the  county  of 
Salop,  had  by  his  will  bequeathed  to  the  borough  of  Newcastle 
the  sum  of  £100  to  the  use  of  and  for  the  establishment  of  a 
free  school  there,  and  also  reciting  the  before-mentioned  grant 
of  a  rent- charge  of  £10  by  Eichard  Cleyton,  and  that  Sir 
Eowland  Cotton,  the  nephew  of  John  Cotton,  had  paid  £100 
to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  to  the  use  aforesaid ;  it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  granted  to  Sir 
Eowland,  his'  heirs  and  assigns,  that  he  and  they  should  have 
the  nomination  of  the  schoolmaster  upon  the  then  next  vacancy, 
and  every  alternate  nomination  thereafter,  such  master  being 
qualified  as  directed  by  Eichard  Cleyton. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  8th  June,  8th 
James  I.,  reciting  that  John  Cotton,  of  Alkington,  had  by  his 
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will^  appointed  that  his  legacy  of  £100  should  be  bestowed  in 
the  purchase  of  so  much  lands  as  would  produce  £10  yearly, 
and  that  £100  was  committed  for  the  purpose  into  the  hands  of 
the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses ;  it  is  witnessed  that,  in  con- 
sideration of  £100,  Johan  Hexsan  granted  to  Thomas  Cleyton 
and  John  Terrick,  and  their  heirs,  a  messuage  or  tenement  in 
Knutton,  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Hancock,  a  cottage 
in  Knutton,  late  in  the  occupation  of  John  Skellett,  and 
another  messuage,  cottage,  lands  and  hereditaments  in  Knut- 
ton, to  hold  the  same,  after  the  death  of  Johan  Hexsan,  to  the 
use  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  and  their  successors 
for  ever;  and  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  covenanted 
that  the  rents  and  profits  of  all  the  premises,  after  the  decease 
of  Johan  Hexsan,  should  be  employed  for  the  maintenance  and 
finding  of  a  schoolmaster  for  a  free  school  in  Newcastle  for 
ever,  or  in  augmentation  of  his  stipend. 

By  indenture,  dated  10th  October,  12th  James  I.,  reciting 
that  the  premises  mentioned  in  the  preceding  indenture  were 
held  of  John  Brett  and  his  heirs  by  fealty,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
16s.  and  a  heriot  after  the  death  of  every  tenant,  and  that  by 
reason  of  the  conveyance  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses, 
no  such  heriot  could  thereafter  grow  due,  the  mayor,  bailiffs 
and  burgesses  covenanted  with  John  Bratt,  his  heirs,  executors, 
&c.,  that  they  and  their  successors  would  pay  to  John  Brett, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  46s.  8d.  at  the  end  of  every  21  years  for 
ever,  in  recompense  of  the  said  heriot. 

WiLLUM  CoTTON^s  GiPT. — By  indenture,  dated  16th  June, 
1692,  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses,  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  £100  paid  to  them  by  William  Cotton,  of  Bellaport  in 
the  coimty  of  Salop,  esquire,  and  freely  given  to  be  laid  out  for 
the  purchase  of  lands  for  the  use  of  the  schoolmaster  of  the 
borough,  and  his  successors,  granted  to  William  Cotton  and 
his  heirs  the  four  next  nominations  of  a  schoolmaster  to  the 
school ;  and  after  such  four  nominations  it  was  covenanted  by 
the  parties  thereto,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs  and  burgesses  should 
nominate  a  schoolmaster  for  the  first  vacancy,  and  that  William 
Cotton  and  his  heirs  should  nominate  for  the  second  and  third 
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vacancies,  and  so  to  continue  for  ever ;  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  person  so  to  be  nominated  should  be  a  learned  man,  not 
under  the  degree  of  a  bachelor  of  arts,  and  of  the  protestant 
religion,  and  should,  during  his  continuance  in  the  place  of 
employment,  teach  diligently  the  sons  of  the  burgesses  and  of 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough  gratis,  in  the  languages  of 
Latin  and  Greek,  and  should  not  absent  himself  from  the 
school  three  days  in  the  whole  in  any  year,  except  on  holy  and 
festival  days  and  time  theretofore  usual  and  customary ;  and  it 
was  further  agreed,  that  upon  any  vacancy  of  a  schoolmaster 
taking  place,  if  the  party  whose  turn  it  was  to  nominate  should 
neglect  to  do  so  for  the  space  of  six  months,  the  other  party 
might  nominate  in  his  or  their  stead. 

Orme's  Gift. — The  Rev.  Edward  Orme,  by  will,  dated  23rd 
February,  1704,  bequeathed  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  bur- 
gesses of  Newcastle  the  sum  of  £40,  the  interest  thereof  to  be 
be  paid  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  grammar  school. 

Cowell's  Gift. — ^John  Cowell,  of  Eoiutton,  as  it  is  recited 
in  the  indenture  next  abstracted,  by  will,  dated  9th  July,  1655, 
or  by  a  codicil  to  the  same,  bequeathed  to  the  mayor,  baiUffs, 
and  burgesses  of  Newcastle  £100,  to  the  intent  that  they  should 
therewith  purchase  lands  of  the  yearly  value  of  at  least  £5,  for 
an  addition  for  the  yearly  maintenance  of  the  school  of  New- 
castle, to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  thereof  for  ever,  provided 
the  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Knutton  and  Chesterton  should 
he  freely  taught  at  the  school.  By  indenture,  dated  March  10, 
1665,  reciting  the  above  bequest,  and  that  the  sum  of  £100  had 
been  paid  to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  who  with  the 
consent  of  the  executors  had  with  the  same  purchased  of 
Robert  Shaw,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  the  lands  thereafter  men- 
tioned, being  of  the  yearly  value  of  £5  at  the  least,  which 
premises  had  been  conveyed  to  them  by  indenture,  dated  8th 
March  then  instant,  and  that  Robert  Shaw  had  desired  to  be- 
come  tenant  thereof,  at  the  clear  yearly  rent  of  £5;  it  is 
witnessed,  that  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  rent  thereafter  reserved,  demised  to  Robert  Shaw, 
his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  the  meadow  com- 
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znonly  called  the  Pool  Head  Meadow,  as  the  same  was  then 
divided  between  the  Musse  Meadow  on  the  west,  the  Castle 
Pool  on  the  east,  the  Pool  Field  on  the  south,  and  the  Cock 
Meadow  on  the  north,  and  eight  day  works  of  arable  land, 
more  or  less,  in  the  common  field  belonging  to  the  borough, 
called  the  Pool  Field,  for  the  term  of  99  years  from  the  date 
thereof,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £5,  payable  at  Lady-day  and 
Michaelmas,  clear  of  all  deductions. 

Lowe's  Gift. — By  a  deed,  dated  10th  November,  1685, 
John  Lowe,  of  Marston  Mountgomery,  in  the  county  of  Derby, 
granted  to  Job  Peacock  and  two  others  of  the  same  place,  and 
Eoger  Mills,  of  Newton,  in  the  county  of  Staflford,  and  their 
heirs,  a  yearly  rent  of  £3  issuing  out  of  a  messuage  or  burgage, 
with  the  appurtenances,  in  Newcastle,  payable  half  yearly,  on 
the  1st  of  May,  and  the  1st  of  November,  with  a  power  of 
distress  in  case  of  nonpayment,  upon  trust  to  pay  yearly  to  the 
usher  of  the  Free  School  of  Newcastle,  by  quarterly  or  half- 
yearly  payments,  50s.,  and  to  distribute  the  other  10s.  to  80 
poor  people  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  minister  and  churchwardens,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Lent, 
and  on  Palm  Sunday ;  and  upon  trust  that  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  three,  they  should  convey  to  ten  other 
persons  residing  within  the  borough  of  Newcastle. 

Wtlliam  Beard's  Gift. — ^The  particulars  of  this  gift,  under 
which  the  schoolmaster  is  entitled  to  10s.  yearly,  will  be  stated 
hereafter  amongst  the  charities  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's 
day. 

The  property  derived  from  the  several  donors  above  men- 
tioned, consists  of  the  following  particulars : — 

Clbtton's  Gift. — The  annual  rent-charge  of  £10  is  payable 
by  the  owner  of  the  premises  charged  therewith  in  the  Old 
Jewry,  London. 

John  Cotton's  Gift. — ^The  premises  in  Knutton,  which 
were  conveyed  to  the  corporation  for  the  use  of  this  school, 
after  the  death  of  Johan  Hezsan,  in  consideration  of  the  £100 
given  by  John  Cotton,  consist  of  82a.  1r.  Up.,  chiefly  pasture 
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land,  with  three  cottages,  let  at  £69,  subject  to  a  deduction  of 
£2  yearly  for  land  tax. 

The  schoolmaster  pays  in  respect  of  this  estate  a  chief  rent 
of  16s.  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Knutton,  and  is  hable  to 
the  payment  of  £2  6s.  8d.  every  21  years  in  Ueu  of  a  heriot. 

Upon  the  inclosure  of  Knutton  Heath  a  new  road  was  set 
out  by  the  commissioner,  by  which  two  small  strips  of  waste 
land  were  left  between  the  road  and  the  school  estate,  the  one 
measuring  1r.  30p.  and  the  other  1r.  These  parcels  of  land 
were  purchased  by  Walter  Sneyd,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  in  exchange  for  a  small  piece  of  land  divided  firom 
the  rest  of  the  school  estate  by  the  road  leading  from  Silverdale 
to  the  Nantwich  turnpike  road. 

Gifts  of  William  Cotton  and  Edward  Orme. — The  interest 
of  the  legacies  of  these  benefactors  probably  forms  part  of  a 
sum  of  £12  paid  annually  by  the  corporation,  as  mentioned  in 
the  next  article. 

Gift  of  John  Cowell. — The  greater  part  of  the  lands  in 
the  Pool  Field,  purchased  by  the  corporation  in  1665  with  the 
gift  of  John  Cowell,  were  sold  by  them  upwards  of  80  years 
ago.  They  retained,  however,  three  days'  work  of  land  there, 
and  had  an  allotment  set  out  to  them  in  lieu  thereof,  upon  the 
inclosure.  Part  of  this  allotment  now  forms  the  site  of  the 
grammar  school,  an  exchange  having  taken  place,  as  hereafter 
mentioned;  part  forms  the  site  of  the  national  school,  and  the 
remainder  is  let  for  £4  or  £5  a-year.  The  corporation  seem  to 
have  considered  that  they  were  authorised  to  dispose  of  this 
land  by  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery,  dated  7th  February, 
1740.  This  decree  will  be  more  particularly  noticed  hereafter, 
under  the  head  of  the  gifts  of  Ralph  Brereton  and  others.  It 
may,  however,  be  observed  that  the  suit  in  which  it  was  made 
was  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  deed,  by  which 
the  corporation  had  in  the  year  1684  conveyed  all  their  pro- 
perty, in  trust  for  certain  charitable  purposes,  in  order  to  secure 
the  benefit  thereof  to  the  town,  and  to  avoid  the  consequence 
of  a  forfeiture  with  which  they  were  then  threatened.  Such 
deed  was  ultimately  set  aside  by  the  decree,  and  it  was  thereby 
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directed  in  substance  tHat  the  corporation  should  pay  a  certain 
sum  annually  in  satisfaction  of  all  such  sums  as  the  corporation 
ever  received  for  the  use  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  profits  of  all 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments,  whereof  they  were  seized 
for  their  benefit,  except  the  sum  of  £600  given  by  Lord  Ward, 
and  the  profits  of  the  lands  purchased  from  James  Colboume ; 
and  that  such  annual  payment  should  be  made  by  the  corpora- 
tion over  aud  above  the  usual  payment  of  £12  per  annum  to 
the  grammar  school,  £8  per  annum  to  the  English  school,  £3 
per  annum  to  the  minister,  and  £8  per  annum  for  the  several 
charities  directed  to  be  given  in  bread.  The  £12  per  annum 
which  the  corporation  had  usually  paid  to  the  grammar  school, 
probably  consisted  of  the  £5  reserved  on  the  lease  of  the  lands 
purchased  with  Cowell's  gift,  the  term  of  which,  at  the  time 
this  decree  was  made,  had  not  expired,  and  £7,  the  interest  of 
the  sums  of  £40,  and  £100,  the  gifts  of  William  Cotton,  and 
Edward  Orme.  The  corporation  seem  to  have  construed  the 
decree  as  exonerating  them  from  any  frirther  payment  to  the 
grammar  school  beyond  this  12Z.,  but  it  appears  doubtful 
whether  such  is  the  true  construction  of  the  decree,  and 
whether  they  are  not  responsible  for  the  ftill  value  of  the  pro- 
perty disposed  of  by  them  as  above  mentioned. 

The  sum  of  £12  is  still  paid  by  the  corporation  to  the 
schoolmaster. 

LowB^s  Gift. — ^The  yearly  sum  of  £3,  of  which  50s.  is 
payable  to  the  master  of  this  school,  is  charged  upon  five  houses 
at  the  top  of  Friar's-lane^  ^  Newcastle.  The  sum  of  50s.  is 
regularly  paid. 

William  Beard's  Gift. — The  schoolmaster  also  receives 
lOs.  yearly  for  attending  with  his  scholars  at  a  sermon  preached 
on  St.  Mark's-day,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  donor. 

The  income  derived  from  the  sources  above-mentioned, 
amounts  in  the  whole  to  £97  10s.,  subject  only  to  the  deductions 
above-mentioned  in  respect  of  the  estate  at  Knutton. 

The  master  has  also  the  use  of  two  sittings  in  the  church. 
The  school  is  in  a  poor  neighbourhood,  and  has  a  very  dingy 
appearance,  situated  in  Newcastle ;    it  consists  of  a  good  room 
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in  which  the  boys  are  taught^  and  a  small  study^  built  in  1821^ 
by  subscription,  upon  land  given  by  the  corporation  in  exchange 
for  the  site  of  the  old  schoolroom,  which  is  now  laid  into  the 
churchyard. 

The  Rev.  J.  S.  Broad,  M.A.,  the  present  master,  was  ap- 
pointed 12  years  ago,  since  which  no  meeting  of  the  trustees 
has  taken  place. 

All  the  sons  of  freemen  are  admitted  on  application  being 
made  to  him,  and  receive  a  classical  education  without  any 
payment  whatever.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  known 
that,  in  respect  of  Cowell's  gift,  the  children  of  the  inhabitants 
of  E[nutton  and  Chesterton  are  also  entitled  to  the  freedom  of 
the  school.  The  boys  who  learn  writing  and  accounts  pay  for 
fliich  instruction  according  to  what  the  master  pleases  to  charge. 
The  payment  on  this  account  is  now  fixed  at  £4  4s.  a  year. 

The  number  of  free  boys  varies  from  20  upwards.  They 
learn  writing  and  accounts  as  well  as  the  classics;  and  the 
master  had  last  year  altogether  50  scholars,  including  boarders, 
who  were  not  entitled  to  their  freedom.  They  are  all  taught 
together,  and  in  the  same  manner. 


ENGLISH  SCHOOL.— OEME'S  CHARITY. 


The  Rev.  Edward  Orme,  of  Newcastle,  by  will,  dated  23rd 
February,  1704,  after  disposing  of  divers  parts  of  his  real  and 
personal  estate,  devised  and  bequeathed  to  his  executors,  John 
Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrell,  and  their  heirs,  all  his  messuage 
with  the  appurtenances  in  Newcastle,  wherein  John  Lowe  then 
inhabited,  and  all  his  lands  in  the  Pool  Field,  in  Newcastle, 
and  all  other  his  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  and  the 
residue  of  his  real  and  personal  estate,  upon  trust  to  employ  the 
yearly  profits  thereof  as  follows,  viz.,  £5  per  annum,  by  the 
consent  and  approbation  of  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  burgesses 
of  Newcastle^  in  putting  out  apprentices  poor  children  inhabiting 
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in  Newcastle,  and  the  residae  thereof  for  the  teaching  so  many 
of  the  poor  children  of  Newcastle  to  read,  write,  and  cast 
accounts,  and  buying  them  books,  as  the  same  would  extend  to. 

The  real  property  taken  by  the  trustees  under  this  will  (as 
appears  by  a  declaration  of  trust,  dated  24th  December,  1728), 
consisted  of  a  messuage  near  the  south-east  end  of  the  Lower- 
street  in  Newcastle,  and  six  days*  work  of  land  in  the  Pool 
Field.  They  also  took  considerable  personal  property.  With 
this  the  trustees  appear  to  have  calculated  that  they  should  have 
been  enabled  to  build  a  school,  and  also  to  pay  for  the  purchase 
of  an  estate  at  Knutton,  which  was  ofiered  for  sale  in  1710,  and 
was  estimated  to  be  worth  £40  per  annum.  They  accordingly 
agreed  with  William  Gibson,  the  owner  of  that  estate,  for  the 
purchase  thereof  for  £700,  but  (as  it  is  stated  in  the  declaration 
of  trust  above-mentioned)  in  regard  the  premises  were  thought 
to  be  worth  more,  it  was  part  of  the  agreement  that  immediately 
after  the  purchase  the  trustees  should  demise  the  premises  to 
John  Gibson,  the  brother  of  the  vendor,  for  three  lives,  at  the 
rent  of  £35. 

By  indenture  of  feoflftnent,  dated  25th  March,  1710,  William 
and  Mary  Gibson,  in  consideration  of  £700,  conveyed  to  John 
Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrall,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  estate 
above-mentioned,  consisting  of  a  messuage,  with  the  seats  in 
the  parish  church  of  Wolstanton  thereto  belonging,  and  several 
closes  of  land  therein  named,  and  several  lots  of  land  lying  in 
the  Ash  Field,  all  in  Knutton  in  the  parish  of  Wolstanton. 

By  deed  poll,  dated  the  24th  December,  1728,  abeady  re- 
ferred to,  reciting  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Orme,  and 
reciting  the  purchase  of  the  estate,  and  the  lease  thereof  to 
John  Gibson,  under  the  circumstances  above-mentioned,  and 
further  reciting  that  the  personal  estate  of  the  testator  being 
insufficient  to  pay  the  £700,  and  there  Ibeing  a  prospect  of 
more  money  being  wanted  to  repair  the  buildings,  the  said 
trustees  had  boiTOwed  of  Balph  Shaw^  of  Burslem,  £150  for 
the  purposes,  and  had  mortgaged  the  premises  for  securing  the 
repayment ;  it  is  declared  that  the  purchase  was  on  account  of 
the  charity. 
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The  latter  part  of  this  deed  relates  to  the  site  of  a  school- 
house,  with  respect  to  which  it  is  declared,  that  by  certain  in- 
dentures executed  with  livery  of  seisin,  Henry  Hatrell,  and  two 
others,  had  enfeofed  to  Samuel  Machin,  and  five  others,  and 
their  heirs,  the  site  of  a  meeting-house  lately  demolished  by 
rioters,  with  the  land  adjoining,  all  of  which,  or  a  great  part 
whereof,  was  inclosed  by  a  new  brick  wall,  with  the  appurte- 
nances, to  hold  the  meeting-house  and  a  small  parcel  of  land, 
about  a  yard  in  breadth,  all  along  the  upper  end,  between  it 
and  the  churchyard,  to  the  use  of  Samuel  Machin  and  five 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns ;  and  as  for  and  concerning  so 
much  of  the  lower  end  of  the  land,  reaching  down  to  the  lane, 
as  the  same  was  then  mered  out,  on  which  a  school-house  was 
intended  to  bo  built,  with  other  conveniences,  for  the  use  of  an 
English  schoolmaster  and  his  scholars,  to  the  use  of  John 
Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrell,  and  their  heirs  for  ever ;  and  as  to 
aU  the  rest  of  the  premises,  to  the  use  of  all  the  parties  and 
their  heirs,  to  be  used  in  common  with  the  school-house  and 
meeting-house;  and  it  was  further  declared,  that  a  school- 
house,  and  a  small  dwelling-house  for  the  master  and  scholars, 
were  soon  after  built — the  greater  part  of  the  charge  whereof 
was  defrayed  out  of  the  trust  money ;  and  that  such  premises 
were  held  in  trust  for  the  charitable  uses  above  mentioned. 

The  mortgage -deed  above  referred  to  bears  date  29th  Sep- 
tember, 1710.  John  Fenton  and  Henry  Hatrell  thereby 
demised  the  Knutton  estate,  in  consideration  of  £150,  to  Joseph 
Shaw  for  the  term  of  1000  years — ^interest  being  reserved  at 
five  per  cent. 

This  mortgage  has  been  subsequently  assigned  to  different 
persons.  The  last  deed  of  assignment  is  dated  5th  April,  1 770, 
and  the  residue  of  the  mortgage  term  is  thereby  conveyed  to 
Thomas  Mountford,  interest  being  therein  reserved  on  the  sum 
of  £150,  at  four  per  cent.  It  appears,  however,  that  Thomas 
Mountford  took  this  assignment  merely  in  trust  for  the  late 
Rev.  John  Femyhough,  who  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
charity. 

Besides  the  property  above-mentioned,  Thomas  PhiUips,  by 
indenture,   dated   26th   February,    1747,   in   consideration   of 


obme's  bkolish  school.  193 

£2  12s.  6d.^  granted  to  Jolin  Bonme  and  Bobert  Fenton^  the 
then  trustees  of  this  charity,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  pew  or 
seat  at  the  lower  end  of  the  church  of  Newcastle,  adjoining 
the  steeple,  being  at  the  south  end  of  the  font,  containing  in 
length  14  feet,  and  in  breadth  about  4  feet,  in  trust  for  the 
charity  children  to  sit  in  every  Sunday. 

The  two  trustees  appointed  by  the  testator  separately 
assigned  their  respective  moieties  in  this  trust  to  different 
persons. 

Henry  Hatrell,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  7th 
and  8th  February,  1737,  conveyed  one  undivided  moiety  of  the 
trust  estates  to  John  Bourne  and  his  heirs. 

By  indentures,  dated  24th  and  25th  March,  1 760,  John 
Bourne  conveyed  all  his  interest  to  the  Rev.  John  Femeyhough, 
officiating  curate  of  Newcastle,  and  Thomas  Femeyhough, 
gentleman,  officiating  town-clerk  of  the  same  place,  and  their 
successors,  officiating  curates,  and  town-clerks,  for  ever.  This 
conveyance  seems  to  have  had  the  only  effect  of  giving  a  life  estate 
to  John  and  Thomas  Femeyhough  and  the  survivor,  for  want  of 
capacity  in  the  officiating  curates  and  town-clerks  to  take  in  suc- 
cession ;  for  in  1760  there  was  only  a  chapel  at  Newcastle,  under 
the  rectory  of  Stoke,  without  any  endowment  or  augmentation, 
though  it  has  since  been  made  a  rectory  by  Act  of  Parliament. 
No  subsequent  conveyance  having  taken  place,  this  moiety 
became  vested  in  Jane  Clownam  and  Delicia  Clownam,  the 
daughters  and  co-heiresses  of  John  Clownam,  and  in  Richard 
Mountford,  the  heir  of  Ann,  the  late  wife  of  Sir  Frederick 
Phillips  Robinson,  who  was  the  daughter,  and  upon  the  death 
of  her  two  brothers,  the  heiress  of  Thomas  Femeyhough — 
John  Clownam  and  Thomas  Femeyhough  having  been  the  sons 
and  heirs  of  the  two  sisters  and  co-heiresses  of  John  Bourne. 

The  other  undivided  moiety  of  the  trust  was  conveyed  by 
John  Fenton  by  indentures,  dated  27th  and  28th  April  1738, 
to  John  Fenton  the  younger,  Thomas  Fenton  and  Robert 
Fenton,  their  heirs  and  assigns.  This  moiety  became  vested  in 
Robert  Fenton  as  the  survivor,  and  afterwards  in  Jane  and 
Delicia  Clownam,  through  their  mother  Jane  Clownam,  who 
was  the  daiighter,  and  upon  the  death  of  her  brother  without 
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issue^  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of  Robert  Fenton^  and  in  Elizabeth 
Fenton,  widow,  the  other  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Robert 
Fenton. 

For  several  years  previous  to  1803,  the  Rev.  John'  Femey- 
hough,  who  was  appointed  a  trustee  in  1760,  had  the  entire 
management  of  this  charity,  the  other  trustees  having  never 
interfered  with  him  in  the  letting  of  the  property,  the  receipt 
or  application  of  the  rents,  or  in  any  other  matter  connected 
with  the  charity,  except  in  occasionally  nominating  boys  to 
supply  the  vacancies  in  the  school.  Mr.  Femeyhough  died  in 
1803,  and  Mr.  Clownam,  another  of  the  trustees,  died  about 
1807.  It  does  not  appear  that  in  the  interval  between  1803 
and  1807,  any  person  interfered  with  the  revenues.  Upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Clownam  the  only  trustees  living  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood were  females,  who  never  acted  in  the  trust,  and  the 
only  superintendence  exercised  was  that  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fenton, 
a  solicitor  at  Newcastle,  on  the  behalf  of  Elizabeth  Fenton, 
his  mother,  (with  the  occasional  assistance  of  his  brother,  Mr. 
Robert  Fenton,)  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  vacancies  in  the 
scholars,  and  keeping  on  foot,  in  some  degree,  the  objects  of 
the  trust.  They  did  not,  however,  feel  themselves  authorized 
to  interfere  any  further,  as  the  charity  accounts  were  left  by  Mr. 
Femeyhough  in  great  confusion,  and  it  was  supposed  that  there 
was  a  considerable  balance  due  to  his  estate  from  the  charity, 
the  accounts  with  the  schoolmaster  and  with  the  principal 
tenant  being  also  unsettled. 

The  property  now  belonging  to  this  charity  consists  of  the 
following  particulars : — 

l.-A  messuage,  buildings,  aud  farm  in  Knutton,  containing 
by  admeasurement  48a.  2r.  24p.,  besides  some  small  encroach- 
ments allotted  to  the  farm,  held  by  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq.,  as 
yearly  tenant.  The  annual  value  was  estimated  at  £120,  but 
the  particulars  of  the  letting  will  be  more  fully  detailed  here- 
after. 

2. — ^A  close  of  land  in  Knutton,  containing  2a.  Is.  7p.  The 
particalars  of  this  letting  will  also  be  stated  hereafter. 

3. — ^A  malthouse  in  Newcastle,  with  a  small  dwelling-house 
adjoining^  subject  to  land  tax. 
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4. — ^A  parcel  of  land  in  the  lately  enclosed  Pool  Field  at 
Newcastle^  containing  2b.  12f. 

5. — ^A  close  of  land  in  the  8tabb's  Fields  Ij^g  partly  in 
Newcastle  and  partly  in  Stoke  parish,  containing  altogether 
8a.  2b.  16p. 

6. — ^A  close  of  land  at  Knatton,  called  Pilly  Croft,  contain- 
ing 2a.  1 B.  80p. 

7. — ^A  small  allotment  upon  Knutton  Heath,  lately  enclosed, 
containing  1a.  Ob.  36p. 

8. — The  school  in  Newcastle,  and  the  house  adjacent 
thereto. 

The  two  last-mentioned  allotments  were  set  out  under  the 
inclosure  in  1818,  in  lieu  of  the  lands  previously  held  there  by 
the  trustees. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  particulars  relatire  to 
the  letting  of  the  Knutton  estate,  and  the  close  formerly  in  the 
occupation  of  Richard  Bhead,  the  schoolmaster. 

About  the  year  1789  (the  Rev.  John  Femeyhough  being  at 
that  time  the  only  acting  trustee),  the  estate  of  Knutton 
(including  the  close  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster  and  six  acres 
of  land  in  the  town  fields),  was  let  to  Mr.  George  Robinson  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  £70,  the  landlord  paying  all  taxes. 
In  1796  a  lease  of  all  these  premises  to  George  Robinson,  for  a 
term  of  21  years,  at  the  same  rent,  was  prepared  but  never 
executed.  In  1801  Mr.  Robinson  died,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Sparrow,  who  had  previously  been  in  partnership  with  him  in 
another  farm,  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Stafibrd,  stated  that 
he  undertook  the  management  of  his  affairs  for  the  benefit  of 
his  family,  and  that  at  Lady-day  1802,  he  took  the  Knutton 
farm,  and  the  other  premises  above  mentioned,  on  his  own 
account  as  yearly  tenant,  upon  the  same  terms,  viz.  at  the  rent 
of  £70,  the  landlord  paying  all  taxes ;  but  that  previously  to 
Lady-day  1802,  he  had  no  interest  in  the  school  estate. 

The  close  afterwards  held  by  Mr.  Rhead,  the  schoolmaster, 
though  it  formed  part  of  the  premises  let  to  Mr.  Sparrow,  was 
never,  as  Mr.  Sparrow  stated,  in  his  occupation,  for  that  it  had 
been  underlet  to  Mr.  Bhead,  before  he  took  the  farm,  by  Mr. 
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Robinson.  The  schoolmaster  stated  that  he  took  the  close,  in 
1805,  off  Mr.  Robinson,  but  at  that  time  Mr.  Robinson  had  been 
dead  between  three  and  four  years.  It  is  a  matter  of  dispute 
upon  what  terms  the  schoolmaster  took  the  close,  whether  he 
was  to  pay  rent  according  to  the  proportion  which  the  tenant 
paid  for  the  whole  farm,  or  according  to  the  actual  value.  No 
settlement  ever  took  place,  either  between  Mr.  Robinson  or 
Mr.  Sparrow  and  the  schoolmaster.  The  six  acres  of  land  in 
the  town  fields,  were  not  in  Mr.  Sparrow's  occupation  after 
Michaelmas  1817,  at  which  period  all  the  holders  of  lands  in 
the  town  fields  give  them  up  to  the  commissioner  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  inclosure ;  and  the  allotment  which  was  afterwards 
set  out  to  the  trustees  in  lieu  thereof  was  let  to  another  person. 
The  proportion  of  the  rent  payable  in  respect  of  the  lands  in  the 
town  fields  is  calculated  to  have  been  about  £3  15s.  In  1820, 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Fenton,  Mr.  Sparrow  agreed  that  the 
farm  should  be  valued,  and  that  he  would  either  take  it 
at  a  new  rent  according  to  such  valuation,  or  give  it 
up  to  the  trustees.  Thomas  Ledward  and  Innes  Booth, 
two  farmers,  living  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  experi- 
enced in  valuing  land,  were  appointed  for  the  purpose  by  Mr. 
Fenton,  the  former  having  been  also  approved  of  by  Mr. 
Sparrow;  and  the  farm,  exclusive  of  the  close  held  by  the 
schoolmaster,  and  of  the  allotment  for  the  lands  in  the  town 
fields,  was  valued  by  them  at  £120  8s.  Id.,  the  landlord  paying 
the  land  tax ;  the  house  and  buildings  to  be  put  into  tenantable 
repair.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  particulars  of  this  valuation 
were  communicated  to  Mr.  Sparrow,  but  he  understood  from 
Mr.  Fenton  that  it  was  upwards  of  £100.  No  agreement  was 
made  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  he  should  continue  tenant, 
nor  was  he  called  upon  either  to  give  up  the  land,  or  to  take  it 
at  the  above  valuation.  Mr.  Fenton  declined  proceeding  in  the 
business,  not  thinking  himself  fully  authorised  to  make  any 
agreement  which  might  be  considered  as  an  acknowledgement 
on  the  part  of  the  trustees  that  the  farm  was  held  up  to  Lady- 
day,  1822  (at  which  period  Mr.  Sparrow  had  notice  to  quit),  at 
the  rent  of  £70  only,  or  to  agree  to  any  settlement  of  accounts 
with  Mr.  Sparrow  until  he  could  have  the  opportunity  of  taking 
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,  OUT  advice  upon  the  subject.  Mr.  Sparrow  consequently  con- 
tinued in  possession  of  the  farm  without  any  specific  agreement ; 
he  however  expressed  his  willingness  to  account  for  rent  from 
Lady-day,  1822,  at  the  rate  of  £120  a  year,  subject  to  a  deduc* 
tion  for  the  amount  of  the  land  tax ;  but  he  stated  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  give  the  farm  up  at  Lady-day,  1825. 

In  the  year  1781,  Richard  Rhead,  the  schoolmaster,  was 
appointed  with  a  salary  of  30  guineas,  and  he  was  to  live  in  the 
dwelling-house  on  the  school  premises  rent  free.  For  this 
salary  he  was  to  teach  40  poor  boys,  who  were  to  be  nominated 
by  the  trustees.  In  1784,  his  salary  was  raised  to  40  guineas ; 
and  about  1797  he  applied  to  the  trustees,  and  requested  them 
to  increase  his  salary  to  60  guineas,  and  to  permit  him  to 
remove  his  residence  from  the  school-house  in  Newcastle  to  a 
farm  which  he  had  taken  about  a  mile  off,  at  Knutton.  It  does 
not  appear  that  the  latter  part  of  his  request  was  expressly 
agreed  to  by  the  trustees;  but  he  afterwards  removed  to 
Knutton,  and  as  he  was  attentive  to  the  duties  required  in  the 
school,  no  objection  appears  to  have  been  made,  neither  does  it 
appear  that  the  trustees  expressly  agreed  to  advance  his  salary 
to  60  guineas ;  but  they  appointed  50  boys  instead  of  40  to 
the  school,  which  they  had  insisted  upon  doing  if  they  did 
increase  his  salary  as  he  requested.  Prom  Midsummer,  1797, 
50  boys  were  appointed. 

It  wiU  be  observed  that  the  founder  of  this  charity  directed 
that  £50  per  annum  should  be  applied  in  putting  out  apprentices. 
To  answer  this  portion  of  the  charity,  six  days'  work  of  land 
which  were  devised  by  the  testator,  and  lay  in  the  Pool  Field, 
were  for  some  time  let  to  John  Massey,  a  mercer  at  Newcastle, 
at  about  £5  5s.,  which  he  was  to  pay,  by  providing  clothes  for 
the  boys  who  were  appointed  by  the  trustees  to  receive  them, 
on  being  put  out  apprentices.  Upon  his  death  in  1803,  this 
land  was  let  to  Mr.  Plant,  a  mercer  in  Newcastle,  at  the  rent 
of  £7  1 7s.  6d.,  upon  the  like  terms  that  he  was  to  provide 
clothing  to  the  amount  of  £2  10s.  for  each  boy  to  be  put  out 
apprentice.  In  1817  the  inclosure  commenced,  and  at  Lady- 
day,  1818,  an  allotment  having  been  set  out  in  Stubb's  Field 
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in  lien  of  the  common  land  in  the  Pool  Fields  Mr.  Plant  became 
the  tenant  of  that  allotment  at  £13  13s.^  being  allowed  the 
amount  of  the  tithe  rent  which  was  £1  5s.  S^d.  yearly^  those 
being  the  terms  fixed  upon  by  the  commissioner.  He  continued 
in  possession  up  to  his  death  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1821^ 
and  he  supplied  several  boys  with  clothings  but  he  died  insol- 
vent, and  without  rendering  any  account.  At  Lady-day,  1822 
the  land  was  let  to  William  Shelley,  at  the  rent  of  £13  13s., 
subject  to  land  tax  and  the  tithe  rent. 

This  is  a  flourishing  school:  the  master,  Mr.  Emmanuel  Earl, 
was  appointed  in  1851';  his  salary  is  £120,  which,  with  house, 
garden,  and  coal,  is  equal  to  £150.  The  assistant  master,  Mr. 
John  Farmer,  receives  £85  per  annum :  he  was  appointed  at 
Christmas,  1855.  The  clerk  to  the  trustees  is  Mr.  Thos.  Har* 
ding,  the  town-clerk.  The  scholars  pay  for  nothing;  and  the 
maximum  number,  120,  is  always  ftdl.  The  revenues  are  fast 
increasing  in  the  ftinds,  and  from  all  sources  amounts  to  about 
£2000  per  annum.  The  lessee  of  the  chief  estate  (which  is  a 
mining  property),  Mr.  W.  P.  Gordon,  near  Walsall,  pays  a  mi- 
nimum royalty  of  £1000  per  annum  for  21  years,  with  the  option 
of  discontinuing  at  11  years.  He  has  paid  in  one  half-year  as 
much  as  £1500. 

A  new  scheme  was  made  in  1 846,  consequent  on  a  convey- 
ance to  new  trustees.  Thomas  Fenton,  one  of  the  old  trustees, 
had  to  pay  over  £2,431  9s.  5d.  that  had  been  misappropriated. 
The  old  school  was  sold,  and  the  new  ones  erected  at  a  cost  of 
£1,870  in  1851 ;  and  afibrds  eight  square  feet  of  superficial  area 
for  each  boy.  They  are  admitted  at  seven  years  of  age,  and 
leave  when  fifteen. 

The  following  is  the  course  of  instruction ;  to  which  are  ap- 
pended the  names  of  the  trustees : — 

"  Home  Ljessohs. 

"  Sir;i— Tour  son  has  to  "pie^psse  lessons  on  the  under-mentioned  subjects,  on 
those  eyenings  viitten  opposite,  in  the  oolnmn  headed  '  Time  of  Preparation.' 
Ton  will  greatly  aid  me,  and  iosnre  the  boy's  progress,  by  causing  him  to  give  the 
necessary  time  for  their  preparation.  No  evening's  lessons  will  oocapy  less  time 
than  one  hour  and  ahalf.    When  alterations  are  made  in  the  subjects^  a  fresh 
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circolarwill  be  sent  to  yon.  Subjects :— Scriptures,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geo- 
graphy, history,  English  composition,  spelling  (from  every  lesson),  tables,  mensu- 
ration, drawing,  practioal  geometry,  book-keeping. 

"E.  Eabl,  Head  Master." 

TRUSTEES.—The  Mayor  (J.  A.  Hall),  Thos.  Ward  (sol.),  J.  Lamb,  J.  Hallam, 
T.  Turner,  L.  ElHot,  S.  Edwards,  J.  D.  Mori;,  J.  B.  Phillips,  W.  Cartwright, 
W.  Hargrcaves,  J.  Cooper,  and  S.  Mayer,  Esqrs. 
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L— That  there  shall  be  at  least  thirteen  trustees  of  the  said  charity,  and  that 
they  shall  always  be  persons  resident  of  the  town  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  or 
within  seven  miles  thereof;  and  that  from  time  to  time  as  any  vacancy  shall  happen 
among  them,  either  by  death,  resignation,  refusing  or  declining  to  act,  ceasing  to 
act  for  a  period  of  one  year,  incapacity  to  act,  or  becoming  a  non-resident,  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  tmstees,  at  a  special  meeting  to  be  held  by  them  for  that 
purpose,  to  nominate,  elect,  and  choose,  some  fit  and  proper  person  or  persons,  to 
be  a  trustee  or  tmstees,  in  the  place  or  places  of  him  or  them  so  dying,  resigning, 
refusing  to  act,  ceasing  to  act  as  aforesaid,  incapacity  to  act,  or  becoming  non- 
resident, so  as  always  to  fill  and  keep  up  the  full  number  of  thirteen  trustees ; 
provided  always,  that  the  said  trustees  shall  summon  to  such  special  meeting  for 
the  election  of  any  new  trustee  or  trustees,  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  body 
corporate  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle  aforesaid,  for  the  time  being,  and  the  said 
mayor  and  aldermen  shall  severally  be  entitled  to  vote  with  the  said  trustees  in 
the  election  of  any  new  trustee  or  trustees ;  provided  that  if  any  trustee  shall'also 
be  the  mayor  or  one  of  the  aldermoi  of  the  said  borough,  such  trustee  shall  only 
be  entitled  to  one  vote,  unless  he  shall  be  a  chairman  of  the  said  special  meeting, 
in  which  case  he  shall  be  entitled  to  a  second,  or  casting  vote,  in  all  cases  of 
equality  of  votes ;  and  that  such  person  or  persons  so  elected  shall  sign  a  memo- 
randum in  the  minute-book  of  the  tmstees  of  his  or  their  acceptance  of  the  office 
of  trustee ;  and  immediately  afterwards  every  such  person  so  elected  and  chosen 
shall  be  competent  to  act  as  a  trustee  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  charity, 
whether  he  shall  be  one  of  the  trustees  in  whom  the  charity  estates  and  property 
shall  for  the  time  being  be  legally  vested  or  not ;  and  that  whenever  the  trustees 
in  whom  the  trust  estates  and  property  shall  be  legally  vested,  shall  by  any  of  the 
ways  and  means  aforesaid  be  reduced  to  five,  or  sooner  if  the  acting  trustees  for 
the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  deem  it  expedient  or  necessary ; 
the  trustees,  or  persons  in  whom  such  legal  estate  shall  then  be  vested,  shall  well 
and  effectually  convey  and  assure  the  trust  estates  and  property,  so  that  the  same 
may  vest  in  such  new  tmstee,  nominated,  elected,  and  chosen  as  aforesaid,  jointly 
with  the  surviving  or  continuing  trustees. 

3.— That  none  of  the  irustees  of  the  charity  shall  at  any  time,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  accept  a  lease  of,  or  hold  or  occupy,  the  said  estates  and  property, 


200  ORME^S   ENGLISH    SCHOOL. 

or  any  part  thereof,  for  his  own  benefit,  or  for  the  benefit  of  any  oth^  person  or 
persons. 

3. — That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall,  from  time  to  time,  let  and 
demise  the  charity  estates  (except  the  master's  residence  and  school  premises), 
and  also  the  sittings  and  pew  in  the  parish  church  of  Newcastle  aforesaid, 
belonging  to  the  charity,  unless  such  sittings  or  pew  shall  be  required  for  the  use 
and  accommodation  of  the  master  and  scholars  of  the  said  school,  at  the  best 
annual  rent  or  rents  that  can  be  reasonably  obtained  for  the  same,  either  from  year 
to  year,  or  for  any  term  or  number  of  years  not  exceeding  fourteen  years  in  posses- 
sion, and  not  in  reversion,  and  without  taking  any  fine  on  the  granting  of  any 
such  demises ;  and  that  on  the  granting  of  any  leases,  the  lessees  shall,  if  required 
by  the  trustees,  execute  counterparts  of  the  leases  to  be  granted  to  them  respect- 
tively,  which  leases  shall  contain  covenants  with  the  trustees  for  the  due  payment 
of  the  rent  and  proper  cultivation  of  the  land,  and  for  the  repair  and  protection 
of  the  houses  and  buildings  comprised  therein  respectively,  and  all  or  any  other 
usual  and  proper  covenants;  and  shall  also,  if  rcquii-ed  by  the  trustees,  give 
sufficient  security  for  the  due  payment  of  the  rent,  and  performance  of  the 
covenants  to  be  reserved  by  and  contained  in  such  leases  respectively. 

4, — That  the  tmstees  for  the  time  being  of  the  charity  estates  and  property, 
may  elect  one  of  themselves,  or  some  other  fit  and  proper  person,  to  be  receiver 
of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof ;  but  such  receiver,  if  one  of  the  trustees,  shall 
not  receive  any  remuneration  for  his  trouble  therein ;  but  if  not  one  of  the  trustees, 
he  shall,  if  required  by  the  trustees,  give  sufiicient  security  for  duly  accounting 
for  and  paying  the  monies  which  may  come  to  his  hands,  and  for  the  faitliful  per- 
formance of  his  duty ;  such  receiver  to  continue  in  office  until  he  shall  resign  the 
same,  or  be  removed  therefrom  by  the  other  of  the  said  trustees,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  at  any  time ;  and  such  receiver  not  being  one  of  the  trustees,  may 
be  remunerated  for  his  trouble  by  the  trustees  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
said  estates  and  property,  provided  that  such  remuneration  do  not  exceed  five  per 
cent,  upon  the  rents  received. 

5. — That  the  receiver  or  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  keep,  or  cause  to  be 
kept,  a  regular  account  of  his  and  their  receipts,  expenses,  and  disbursements,  in 
respect  of  the  said  charity,  and  that  such  account  shall  be  made  up,  examined, 
and  audited,  yearly  by  the  trustees,  at  one  of  their  quarterly  meetings,  and  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  such  meeting. 

6.— That  all  acts  authorised  or  required  to  be  done  by  the  said  trustees,  except 
the  notice  for  callmg  a  meeting,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  done  at  a 
meeting  of  the  tmstees,  and  no  trustee  shall  be  authorised  to  act  except  at  a 
meeting;  and  all  questions  that  may  come  before  such  trustees,  may  be  done  and 
decided  by  the  majority  of  the  trustees  who  shall  be  present  at  any  meeting,  the 
whole  number  present  at  every  such  meeting  not  being  less  than  five ;  and  the 
trustees  present  at  every  meeting  shall  choose  a  chairman,  and  such  chairman 
shall  have  a  second  or  casting  vote  in  all  cases  of  equality  of  votes ;  and  minutes 
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of  the  proceedings  at  all  meetings  of  the  trostees,  containing  the  names  of  the 
trnstees  present  at  such  meetings,  shall  be  drawn  up  and  fairly  and  fully  entered 
into  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  receiver,  or  such  person  as  the  trustees  shall  appoint 
for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  chairman  presiding  at  every  sdch 
meeting,  and  the  said  minutes  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  any  rated  inhabi- 
tant of  the  said  borough,  from  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  each  day,  Sundays  excepted,  for  the  space  of  ten  days  after  every 
meeting,  and  any  such  inhabitants  shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  copies  of,  or  extracts 
from  the  same  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  any  three  of  the  said  trustees  to  require 
the  master  to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  trustees,  by  delivering  a  notice  in 
writing  to  the  said  master,  specifying  the  business  proposed  to  be  transacted  at 
such  special  meeting ;  and  in  case  the  master  shall  neglect  to  call  such  meeting, 
such  three  trustees  may  call  such  meeting ;  and  in  every  case  of  meeting,  a  sum- 
mons to  attend  the  meeting,  specifying  the  business  proposed  to  be  transacted  at 
such  meeting,  signed  by  the  master  (or  in  his  neglect  by  any  three  trustees), 
shall  be  left  at  the  usual  place  of  abode  of  every  trustee,  three  clear  days  at  least 
before  such  meeting,  and  no  business  shall  be  transacted  at  such  meeting  other 
than  what  shall  be  specified  in  such  notice ;  provided  always  that  there  shall.be 
four  quarterly  meetings  in  every  year,  at  which  the  trustees  shall  meet  for  the 
transaction  of  general  business,  and  no  notice  shaU  need  to  be  given  of  the 
business  to  be  transacted  on  such  quarterly  days,  except  that  the  notice  shall 
specify  it  to  be  a  quarterly  meeting ;  and  one  of  the  said  quarterly  meetings  shall 
be  holdcn  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March  in  every  year ;  and  the  trustees  shall,  at 
their  said  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  March,  decide  the  day  and  hour  at 
which  the  three  following  quarterly  meetings  shall  be  holden,  provided  that  the 
said  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  hold  their  meetings  in  any  convenient  room  in 
the  house  of  the  said  master  or  at  such  other  place  as  they  may  determine ; 
provided  also  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  trustees  to  appoint  out  of  their 
own  body,  from  time  to  time,  such  and  so  many  committees,  either  gf  a  general 
or  a  special  nature,  consisting  of  such  number  of  persons  as  they  may  think  fit, 
for  any  purpose  or  purposes  which  in  their  discretion  would  be  better  regulated 
and  managed  by  such  committee,  but  that  the  acts  of  every  such  committee  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  trustees  for  their  approval  and  confirmation. 

7. — That  a  particular  description  of  the  charity  estates  and  property,  with  the 
scheme,  shall  be  entered  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  kept,  together  with  the  deeds, 
leases,  documents,  vouchers,  papers,  and  writings,  belonging  to  the  said  charity,  in 
a  chest,  to  be  deposited  for  safe  custody  in  the  parish  church  of  Newcastle 
aforesaid,  or  in  some  other  place,  at  the  [discretion  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being,  to  which  chest  there  shall  be  two  separate  and  different  locks,  the  key  of 
one  of  which  locks  shall  be  kept  by  the  receiver  for  the  time  being,  and  the  other 
key  shall  be  kept  by  such  one  of  the  trustees,  not  being  the  receiver,  as  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  said  trustees  for  that  purpose,  or  if  at  any  time  there  shall  not 
be  a  receiver,  that  then  the  keys  shall  be  kept  by  such  two  of  the  trustees  as  shall 
be  nominated  by  the  said  trustees  for  that  purpose. 
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8. — ^Tbat  a  memorial  or  short  aooonnt  of  the  said  charity,  and  the  estates  and 
property  belonging  thereto,  or  applicable  to  its  support,  shall  be  painted  on  a  board, 
and  fixed  up  in  some  suitable  and  conspicuous  place  in  the  said  parish  church  of 
Newcastle  aforesaid,  and  a  duplicate  thereof  shall  also  be  fixed  up  in  the  school, 
which  boards,  and  the  inscription  thereon,  shall  always  be  kept  clean  and  legible 
at  the  expense  of  the  charity ;  and  every  subsequent  master  of  the  said  school 
shall,  upon  being  appointed,  sign  a  written  pledge  that  he  will  not  Yoluntarily 
quit  his  situation  without  giving  such  notice  (not  less  thanlthree  calendar  months) 
as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  trustees  for  the  time  being. 

9. — That  as  the  present  school,  and  the  dweUing-houae  adjacent  thereto,  are 
very  old  and  dilapidated,  and  most  ineligibly  situated,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
trustees  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same,  and  to  apply  the  money  arising  therefrom 
towards  the  purchase  of  a  piece  of  land  in  a  more|  convenient  situation  in  New- 
castle-under-Lyme  aforesaid,  and  in  erecting  and  building  thereon  a  new  school 
and  dwelling-house  with  suitable  outbuildings  and  offices,  as  a  residence  for  the 
school-master  for  the  time  being ;  provided  that  no  greater  sum  than  shall  be 
approved  of  by  the  master  to  whom  this  cause  stands  referred,  including  therein 
the  money  to  arise  from  the  sale  of  the  old  school  and  dwelling-house,  shall  be 
expended  in  such  purchase  and  new  buildings. 

10.— That  the  master  for  the  time  being  shall  personaUy  teach  and  instruct 
gratis  so  many  of  the  poor  children  of  Newcastle  aforesaid  as  it  shall  appear  to 
the  trustees  from  time  to  time  can  conveniently  and  properly  be  taught  (and  as 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  said  trustees  for  that  purpose),  English  grammar, 
reading,  writing,  and  casting  accounts,  and  that  no  child  shall  be  nominated,  or 
continue  in  the  said  school,  who  cannot  read,  or  who  shall  be  under  seven  years  of 
age,  or  above  fifteen ;  and  that  the  children  shall  be  instructed  in  the  prmciples  of 
the  Christian  religion,  that  they  shall  read  daily  some  portion  of  the  sacred 
scriptures,  and  also  that  suitable  prayers,  approved  of  by  the  trustees,  shall  be 
read  in  the  school,  mornings  and  evenings,  by  the  master. 

11. — That  the  school  be  open  from  nine  to  twelve  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  from  one  to  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  no  school  to  be  held  on  Sundays, 
nor  on  Saturdays  in  the  afternoon.  That  the  holidays  be  fixed  for  Midsummer 
and  Christmas,  and  not  to  exceed  four  weeka  each  time,  and  the  Queen's  birthday, 
Christmas-day,  and  Gk)od  Friday ;  and  that  the  master  may  give  such  other  occa- 
sional holidays  as  the  said  trustees  shall  authorise. 

12. — ^That  in  case  any  of  the  scholars  shall  be  guilty  of  gross  misbehaviour,  or 
improper  conduct,  or  be  irregular  in  his  attendance  at  the  school,  or  shall  wilfully 
transgress  the  rules  or  orders  of  the  said  trustees  for  the  management  of  the 
school  and  for  the  good  government  of  the  scholars  therein,  the  master  may 
admonish  or  punish  him  thereupon,  and  if  no  amendment  or  reform  shall  take 
place  he  shall  report  the  same  in  writing  to  the  trustees,  whereupon  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  them  if  they  should  think  proper  to  make  an  order  for  the  master  to 
suspend  or  expel  such  child  from  the  school,  and  that  thereupon,  but  not  other- 
wise, the  master  shall  suspend  or  expel  such  duld  accordisgly. 
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13.— That  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  have  power  to  make  fresh 
legulatioiis  from  time  to  time  touching  the  mode  of  edncation  of  the  scholars  of 
the  said  school,  and  on  all  other  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  internal  manage- 
ment of  this  charity,  and  from  time  to  time  to  repeal  or  vary  any  of  such  future 
r^nlations,  and  to  make  others  in  lieu  thereof,  and  all  such  regulations  shall  be 
considered  as  and  be  part  of  the  present  scheme— provided  they  be  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  the  present  scheme ;  and  shall  have  full  power  to 
remove''  or  discharge  the  master  from  the  mastership  of  the  said  school,  for 
immorality,  neglect  of  duty,  incapacity  from  permanent  illness,  or  infirmity,  or 
other  sufGident  cause, 

14.— That  every  master  of  the  said  school  before  he  shall  take  the  office  under 
the  said  trustees,  or  enter  into  the  possession  of  any  messuages,  buildings,  lands, 
tenements,  or  hereditaments  belonging  to  the  said  school  or  to  the  said  charity, 
shall  sign  a  memorandum  to  the  following  effect,  such  original  memorandxmi  to  be 

entered  and  signed  by  him  in  the  minute  book  of  the  trustees : — "I, 

having  been  appointed  master  of  the  Free  School  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  originally  founded  imder  the  will  of  the  Bev.  Edward 
Orme,  bearing  date  on  or  about  the  27th  day  of  February,  1704^  for  the  free 
education  of  poor  children, — do  hereby  promise  and  undertake  to  quit  and 
deUver  up  to  the  trustees  of  the  said  charity  for  the  time  being,  immediately  qu 
being  removed  or  discharged  from  the  mastership  of  the  said  school,  by 
authority  of  the  trustees,  the  possession  of  all  and  singular  the  messuagee^ 
buildings,  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  and  all  other  matters  and  things 
of  the  said  charity,  which  1  shall  or  may  be  in  the  possession  of  or  holding  as 
master  of  the  said  school,  and  belonging  thereto  or  to  the  said  charity ;  and  that 
in  case  I  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  deliver  up  the  possession  thereof,  and  of  every 
part  thereof,  the  said  trustees  shall  and  may  enter  into  and  upon  the  premises  of 
which  possesion  shall  not  be  delivered  up  as  aforesaid,  and  take  possession  of 
the  same.    As  witness  my  hand  the  day  of  18     ** 

15.— That  the  trustees  shall  not  refuse  to  nominate  any  child  eligible  to  this 
oharity,  if  the  number  of  children  upon  the  foundation  should  not  exceed  fifty, 
but  nevertheless  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  constnied  to  limit  the 
number  of  the  foundation  children  to  be  admitted  to  the  said  school,  if  the  means 
and  accommodation  wiU  afford  education  for  more  than  fifty,  and  on  all  nomina- 
tions of  scholars  the  trustees  shall  give  a  preference  to  the  children  of  the  most 
deserving  industrious  persons^  inhabitants  of  Newcastle  aforesaid,  and  in  no  case 
shall  any  child  be  nominated  a  scholar  of  the  said  school,  or  be  admitted  or  con- 
tinued therein,  who  shall  be  affected  with  any  offensive  disease  or  any  disease  of 
an  infectious  nature. 

16i— That  the  lenti  and  pn^ts  of  the  aaid  charity  estates  and  property  shall, 
from  time  to  time^  be  implied  and  expended  by  the  tnutees  in  manner  hexeinafter 
mentioned  (that  is  to  say),^ 
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In  the  repairs  of  the  charity  estates  and  property,  and  in  insuring  the  build- 
ings upon  the  said  estates  against  loss  or  damage  by  fire,  and 'in  aU  other  neces- 
sary and  proper  expenses  attending  the  management  of  the  said  estates  and 
property,  and  the  execution  of  the  trusts. 

In  retaining  the  sum  of  five  pounds  yearly,  to  be  appUed  when  opportunities 
offer  in  putting  out  apprentices  poor  children  inhabiting  Newcastle  aforesaid,  to 
be  selected  by  the  trustees,  by  and  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses  of  Newcastle  aforesaid,  preference  being  always 
given  to  children  who  shall  have  been  educated  in  the  said  school. 

In  investing  the  sum  of  five  pounds  every  half  year  in  their  names  in  a  savings' 
bank,  until  the  same  shall  amount  to  a  competent  sum,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  the  public  funds,  and  shall  in  like  manner  invest  the  interest 
and  dividends  to  arise  therefrom,  so  as  to  accumulate  and  form  a  reserved  fund, 
to  be  applied  when  occasion  may  require  in  the  rebuilding  or  extraordinary  repairs 
of  the  houses  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  charity ;  provided  always  that  when 
by  the  means  aforesaid,  such  reserved  fund  shall  amount  to  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  pounds  so  invested  as  aforesaid,  and  so  long  as  the  same  shall  continue 
unreduced  by  such  rebuilding  or  extraordinary  expenditure  as  aforesaid,  below 
that  amount, — ^the  trustees  for  the  time  being  shall  be  at  liberty,  if  they  think  fit, 
to  reduce  the  said  annual  sum  of  ten  pounds  or  wholly  to  refrain  from  making 
any  addition  to  such  reserved  fund,  except  by  the  investment  of  the  dividends 
thereon. 

In  payment  of  a  competent  salary  to  the  master  of  the  said  school,  in  further 
compensation  for  his  labour  and  pains  in  teaching  the  scholars  and  conducting  the 
school  in  manner  hereinbefore  mentioned,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
trustees ;  and  in  regulating  the  amount  of  such  salary  the  trustees  are  to  have 
regard  to  the  average  number  of  scholars  for  the  time  being  frequenting  the 
school. 

In  providing  such  books  for  the  scholars  as  the  trustees  in  their  discretion 
shall  think  proper,  the  books  being  either  for  the  use  of  the  scholars  or  to  be 
given  as  prizes  to  the  most  deserving  of  them  on  an  annual  examination  for  that 
purpose,  as  to  the  trustees  shall  seem  fit. 

And  if  after  making  all  the  payments  and  investments  hereinbefore  directed 
and  authorised  to  be  made  and  done,  there  should  be  a  surplus  of  such  rents 
and  profits  in  any  year,  then  the  trustees  shall  invest  such  surplus  in  their  own 
names  in  a  savings'  bank,  until  the  same  shall  amount  to  a  competent  sum  to  be 
laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the  public  funds,  and  shall  in  like  manner 
invest  the  interest  and  dividends  to  arise  therefrom,  so  as  to  accumulate  and  form 
an  additional  reserved  fund,  to  be  applied  when  occasion  may  require  for  extra- 
ordinary repairs  of  the  charity  estate  and  property,  or  other  exigencies  of  the 
trust,  or  in  increasing  or  extending  the  said  charity  or  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
there&om. 
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Cowell's  and  Baonali/s  Gifts. — ^By  deed  poll,  dated  29th 
June,  1674,  reciting  that  John  Cowell,  by  will,  dated  9th  July, 
1655,  had  directed  that,  after  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  lega- 
cies, the  residue  of  his  personal  estate  should  be  disposed  of  to 
such  charitable  uses  as  Thomas  Bagnall  and  John  Wood,  whom 
he  appointed  overseers  of  his  will,  should  think  fit  and  appoint; 
and  further  reciting,  that  by  an  order  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
dated  8rd  June,  1670,  in  a  suit  instituted  by  Thomas  Bagnall 
and  John  Wood  against  the  executors  of  the  testator,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  sum  of  £293  15s.  should  be  paid  to  the  plain- 
tiffs, in  satisfaction  of  the  residue,  but  that  the  sum  of  £120 
thereof  was  not  to  be  disposed  of  till  the  end  of  seven  years,  for 
the  reasons  in  the  said  order  mentioned ;  and  further  reciting, 
that  Thomas  Bagnall  and  John  Wood  had,  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator,  disposed  of  £23  15s.  amongst  his  poor 
relations,  lea\'ing  £270;  and  that  they  had  put  forth  the  whole 
sum  of  £270  (although  £120  thereof  was  not  to  be  paid  at  the 
present)  upon  mortgage  of  certain  messuages,  lands,  and  here- 
ditaments in  Brerehurst,  as  by  indentures,  dated  10th  and  11th 
August,  1670,  would  appear:  It  is  witnessed  and  declared,  that 
Thomas  Bagnall  and  John  Wood,  in  performance  of  the  trust 
in  them  reposed,  appointed  the  sum  of  £270  to  the  uses  follow- 
ing, viz., — £140,  part  thereof,  to  purchase  lands  or  an  annuity 
of  the  yearly  value  of  £7,  or  so  much  as  the  same  would  pur- 
chase, for  the  maintenance  of  a  sufficient  preaching  minister,  at 
New  chapel,  alias  Thursfield  chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Wolstan- 
ton,  in  case  the  money  secured  by  the  mortgage  should  be  paid 
in,  and  if  not,  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £7  should  be  paid  for  the 
Uke  purpose  out  of  the  profits  of  the  mortgaged  lands ;  and  they 
appointed  the  sum  of  £130,  residue  thereof,  to  be  applied  in  a 
purchase  of  lands  or  a  rent  of  the  yearly  value  of  £6  10s.,  or  so 
much  as  the  same  would  purchase.;  or  if  the  principal  money 
should  not  be  paid  in,  £6  10s.  yearly  of  the  interest  thereof  to- 
wards the  maintaining  of  a  school  dame  of  the  borough  of  New- 
castle, to  teach  and  catechise  30  poor  children  of  the  poor  inha- 
bitants of  the  borough ;  and  they  directed  that  the  £140  should 
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be  paid  into  the  hands  of  John  Rowley  and  others,  of  Wolstan- 
ton,  and  the  £130  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Shaw  and  others, 
part  of  the  corporation  of  the  borough  of  Newca^stle ;  and  that 
the  lands  or  rents  purchased  with  the  several  sums  above-men- 
tioned, should  be  assured  to  such  persons  respectively. 

Baqnall's  Gift. — Thomas  Bagnall,  by  will,  dated,  17th 
July,  1675,  and  proved  in  the  manor  court  of  Newcastle,  be- 
queathed to  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  &c.,  £50,  in  trust  to  purchase 
lands  or  a  rent-charge  of  40s.  yearly,  to  be  disposed  of  to  the 
encouragement  of  a  school  dame,  inhabiting  within  the  borough, 
to  teach  10  poor  children  yearly  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
borough, — (to  which  use  it  is  recited  some  money  had  been 
appointed  by  John  Cowell  deceased,) — ^the  scholars  to  be  nomi- 
nated by  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and  capital  burgesses ;  and  the 
residue  to  be  applied  in  buying  catechisms  and  books  for  the 
poor  scholars  to  learn  in,  and  bibles  and  testaments  as  far  as 
the  same  would  extend. 

In  a  list  of  the  charities,  entered  in  one  of  the  corporation 
books,  after  mentioning  the  bequests  of  John  Cowell  and  Thos. 
Bagnall,  it  is  added,  "  which  charity  is  £8  per  annum,  and  is  in 
the  corporation's  hands.'' 

By  the  decree  of  the  Court,  to  which  allusion  is  made  in  the 
notice  of  the  free  grammar  school,  dated  7th  February,  1740,  it 
is  ordered,  that  the  sums  of  which  the  corporation  were  thereby 
directed  to  pay  annually,  should  be  over  and  above  the  annual 
sum  of  £8  theretofore  paid  to  an  English  school. 

This  has  not  been  in  operation  for  25  years  or  more. 


HATRBLL'S  CHARITY  FOR  SCHOOLS. 

Thomas  Hatrell,  of  Newcastle,  by  will,  dated  20th  May, 
1794,  directed  that  his  executors,  viz.,  his  wife,  William  Jervis, 
Peter  Walthall,  and  Charles  Hassells,  should,  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently might  be,  out  of  his  personal  estate  put  out  the  sua 
of  £2,000  upon  some  good  and  sufficient  public  or  private 
security,  the  produce  thereof  to  be  paid  yearly,  and  distributed 
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for  ever  in  patting  out  poor  children  to  school^  at  five  of  the 
poorest  schools  in  Newcastle^  an  equal  number  at  each;  and  he 
[  directed  that  his  wife  should  have  the  nomination  both  of  the 

schools  and  children  during  her  life,  and  at  her  decease  that 
the  same  should  devolve  on  his  executors  or  trustees,  as  the 
case  might  be ;  and  whenever  his  executors  should  be  reduced 
to  the  number  of  two,  he  directed  that  they  should  appoint 
three  trustees  to  act  with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and 
so  whenever  the  said  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  two,  that 
they  should  appoint  three  more. 

The  legacy  of  £2,000  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
£2,802  Is.  8d.  late  navy  five  per  cents;  the  amount  of  the 
legacy  duty  having  been  advanced  by  Lord  St.  Vincent. 

John  Taylor  is  master  of  the  head  school  situated  in  Brind- 
ley-street,  Liverpool-road.  There  are  but  three  of  the  schools 
recipients  now;  the  one  is  conducted  by  Mrs.  Moreton,  who 
has  £12  15s. ;  and  the  other  by  Miss  Smith,  who  has  £13  8s.  8d. 
per  annum.  The  master  of  the  head  school  has  £24,  and  one 
guinea  for  coals  per  annum,  for  which  he  teaches  28  boys,  who 
pay  for  their  books  only ;  but  they  do  not  receive  any  money 
or  shoes. 


ALMSHOUSES. 

Christopher  Monk,  Duke  of  Albemarle,  by  his  will,  dated 
July  4th,  1687,  directed  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  £1,500 
should  be  laid  out  in  erecting  a  hospital  or  almshouse  for  20 
poor  widows,  and  that  £4,000  (to  be  raised  out  of  his  real  and 
personal  estates,)  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands 
for  the  perpetual  endowment  of  the  same. 

By  indenture,  dated  June  24th,  1757,  between  the  right 
honourable  John  Earl  Granville,  the  right  honourable  Granville 
Earl  Gower,  and  Bernard  Granville,  Esq.,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Edward  Buss,  gentleman,  Thomas  Tibbetts,  gentleman,  and 
John  Dewes,  Esq.,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  the  will  of  the 
said  Duke  of  Albemarle,  and  that  the  performance  of  the 
charity  had  devolved  on  Earl  Granville,  Earl  Grower,  and 
Bernard  Granville,  who  were  become  entitled  to  a  considerable 
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part  of  the  Duke's  estates ;    and  reciting  that  a  hospital  had 
been  erected  at  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  and  that  the  parties 
had  agreed  to  endow  the  same  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  and 
had  agi'eed  to  fill  up  the  hospital  (which  was  divided  into  20 
apartments  numbered  from  1  to  20,)  with  20  poor  widows,  as 
follows,  that  is  to  say,  the  Earl  Granville  and  his  heirs  for  ever 
to  fill  up  the   apartments   numbered    1    to   6   inclusive,    and 
the  Earl  Gower  and  his  heirs  for  ever  to  fill  up  the  apartments 
numbered  7  to  12  inclusive,  and  Bernard  Granville  and  his  heirs 
for  ever  to  fill  up  the  apartments  numbered  13  to  18  inclusive, 
and  in  regard  to  the  two  apartments  numbered  19  and  20,  the 
same  were  to  be  filled  up  alternately  by  the  three  parties  and 
their  heirs,  the  Earl  Granville  having  the  first  nomination  there- 
to, the  Earl  Gower  the  second,  and  Bernard  Granville  the  third ; 
It  is  witnessed  that  Earl  Granville,  Earl  Gower,  and  Bernard 
Granville  severally  covenanted,  for  themselves  and  their  respec- 
tive heirs,  with  Russ,  Tibbetts,  and  Dewes,  that  they  would  re- 
spectively pay  to  them  and  their  heirs  an  annuity  of  £53  6s.  8d. 
(making  a  total  sum  of  £160  per  ann.)  clear  of  all  deductions,  by 
quarterly  payments  in  every  year,  upon  trust  to  be  applied 
yearly  as  follows,  viz.,  £20  (part  of  the  £160)  to  be  yearly  disposed 
of  at  Michaelmas  in  buying  a  blue  gown  and  petticoat  for  each 
of  the  widows,  who  should  be  compellable  to  wear  the  same  on  all 
occasions  when  out  of  the  hospital,  on  pain  of  losing  the  bene- 
fit of  the  charity,  the  residue  of  the  £1 60  to  be  disposed  of  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  20  widows  equally ;  and  the  Earl 
Granville  covenanted  with  the  trustees  to  invest  £1,333  6s.  8d. 
(being  one-third  part  of  the  £4,000)  or  a  larger  sum,  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  Stafibrdshire,  or  Derbyshire,  that  would 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  yearly  sum  of  £53  6s.  8d.,  being  his 
proportion  of  the  annual  sum  of  £160,  or  in  the  purchase  of  an 
annuity  of  like  amount,  to  be  charged  on  lands,  and  to  be 
settled  upon  the  aforesaid  trusts,  and  conveyed  to  the  trustees ; 
and  Earl  Gower  entered  into  a  similar  covenant  with  regard  to 
one  other  3rd  part  of  the  annuity  of  £160,  and  Bernard  Granville 
entered  into  a  similar  covenant  as  to  the  remaining  one-third 
part  of  the  same  annuity ;  and  it  was  provided  that  the  hospital 
should  for  ever  be  repaired  as  follows,  (that  is  to  say,)  the 
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apartments  numbered  1  to  6,  inclusive,  by  the  Earl  Granville 
and  his  heirs,  those  numbered  7  to  12,  inclusive,  by  the  Earl 
Oower  and  his  heirs,  and  those  numbered  13  to  18,  inclusive, 
by  Bernard  Granville  and  his  heirs,  and  the  remaining  apart- 
ments numbered  19  and  20,  as  well  as  the  walls,  fences,  pave- 
ments, foundation,  main  walls  and  roof,  to  be  repaired  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  three  parties  and  their  heirs ;  and  it  was 
farther  agreed  that  the  conveyances  to  be  made  to  the  trustees 
should  be  upon  trust,  that  within  three  months  from  the  death 
of  any  of  them,  the  survivors,  at  the  request  of  Earl  Granville 
and  others,  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  themselves 
and  such  other  persons  as  Earl  Granville  and  others,  and  their 
heirs,  should  direct,  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever;  and 
further,  that  Earl  Granville  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  should 
and  might  from  time  to  time  make  such  further  bye-laws  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  charity  as  to  tl^em 
should  seem  meet. 

There  is  a  building  in  Newcastle  containing  20  sets  of 
apartments,  each  set  having  two  rooms  and  a  pantry,  and  there 
is  a  garden  behind. 

The  only  endowment  to  the  hospital  consists  of  the  three 
several  sums  of  £53  6s.  8d.  above  mentioned. 

A  widow  is  appointed  to  each  set  of  apartments,  according 
to  the  number  of  such  set,  as  directed  by  the  deed. 

The  direction  contained  in  the  deed  of  1757,  as  to  providing 
a  gown  and  petticoat  for  each  widow,  having  been  found  incon- 
venient, it  has  been  neglected  for  some  years,  and  the  whole 
annual  sum  of  £160  is  therefore  paid  in  money  for  their  support; 
each  widow  receives  a  weekly  allowance  of  3s.  in  money  every 
Saturday,  amounting  to  £156  per  annum,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  £160,  being  £4  per  annum,  is  made  up  to  the  widows  by 
an  annual  payment  of  4s.  a-piece  to  them  in  addition  to  the 
weekly  allowance,  some  time  about  Christmas  in  each  year. 

When  any  almsperson  dies,  the  weekly  allowance  up  to  the 
time  of  the  funeral  is  paid  to  the  person  who  is  at  the  charge 
of  burying  them,  and  what  accrues  afterwards  "ciuring  the 
vacancy  is  paid  to  the  person  who  is  afterwards  appointed. 
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SIR  JOHN  BOWYER'S  CHARITY. 

By  indenture,  dated  20th  August,  14th  Charles  II.,  Sir 
John  Bowyer,  of  Kuipersley,  baronet,  granted  to  the  mayor, 
bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Newcastle,  the  yearly 
rent  of  £5  8s.  to  be  issuing  out  of  several  messuages  or  burgage 
tenements  and  appurtenances  situate  in  the  borough  of  New- 
castle, to  the  intent  that  the  said  yearly  rent  should  be  employed 
by  them  and  their  successors  for  the  placing  and  setting  forth 
every  year  two  of  the  children  of  the  poor  burgesses,  inhabitants 
of  the  said  borough,  bom  within  the  said  borough,  to  be 
apprentices  to  some  honest  trades  and  callings,  and  to  the 
buying  of  two  bibles  to  be  bestowed  upon  the  said  apprentices 
at  the  time  of  their  being  bound,  one  of  the  said  apprentices  to 
be  nominated  by  the  said  Sir  John  Bowyer  as  often  as  he  should 
think  fit. 

The  premises  out  of  which  this  payment  is  made,  are  two 
houses  on  the  west  side  of  the  High- street  belonging  to  John 
Gabriel  Smith. 

Apprentices  have  been  from  time  to  time  placed  out.  There 
is  also  a  bible  given  to  the  children,  the  cost  of  which  is  4s.  6d. 
or  5s.  The  children  apprenticed  are  always  those  of  poor  bur- 
gesses, inhabitants  of  Newcastle. 


RICHARD  BAGNALL'S  CHARITY. 

It  is  stated  in  a  list  of  charities  entered  in  the  corpo- 
ration books  in  the  year  1725,  that  there  was  given  by  Mr. 
Richard  Bagnall  20s.,  to  be  distributed  yearly  to  the  poor,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  mayor,  the  head  justice,  Mr.  John  Fenton, 
Mr.  Thos.  Fenton,  and  Mr.  Burton,  charged  on  his  new  house 
in  the  Iron-market,  in  trust  to  put  out  poor  apprentices,  such 
as  should  not  be  provided  for  by  the  town,  as  the  trustees, 
there  heirs  and  assigns,  and  the  mayor  and  chief  justice  for  the 
time  being,  or  any  three  of  them,  should  direct. 

The  house  charged  with  this  payment  was  part  of  an  estate 
formerly  belonging  to  Richard  Bagnall,  and  now  to  Lord 
Stowell  and  the  Honourable  Thomas  Windsor.    The  house  had 
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BENEFACTG 


DONOB. 


John  Bagnall,  Alderman 

Balph  Cartwrigbt 

Francis  Wills 
Richard  Heath 
Samuel  Sunderland 
Lsabella  Sunderland 
The  Dowager  Ijuiy  Gower 
Rev.  Samuel  Collier 
Hannah  Bagnall,  Widow 

WilUam  Anniou,  of  Clayton 

John  Bourne 

Samuel  and  Obadiab  Rock 
John  Smith,  Shoemaker 
Mary  Lowe,  Widow 
John  Fenton,  Alderman 

W^illiam  Horderne 
Anne  Hulme,  Widow 


PAYER. 


Jn.  Hulme,  Feltmaker,  Newcastle  Ditto 
Thomas  Bagnall,  Alderman   ....  Ditto 


The  Duke  of  Sutherland 

The  Corporation  of  Newcastle 

Ditto 
Ditto 
l^itto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Ditto 
Ditto 


John  Boome,  £  sq ,  Justice  . . . . 
Henry  Smith,  of  London  . . . . 
John  Barker,  Merchant,  London 


John  Baddley 

James  Taylor,  Alderman 

Bridget  Cook 

Nathanail  Beard 

Samuel  Bell 

John  Mare 

Sir  William  Leveson  Oower 
John  Lowe 

Thomas  Fletcher 

Hannah  Bagnall 
Bridget  Cook 


Ralph  Keeling 
William  Beard 


William  Beard 

John  Bonghey,  William  Boughey 

Ralph  Bay  ley,  Normaoot  Orange 


Ditto  .... 

Earl  Ferrers 

Lnte  I^frs.  Leech,  her  Trustee, 
Mr.  Robert  Hill 


RENT-CHARGE. 


Mr.  Samuel  Mayer,  Newcastle  . . 

Ditto 

Mr.  Ralph  Clews,  Newcastle  . . . . 


The  Friars  Wood  Meadow 

On  the  Property  of  the  Corporation 

of  Newcastle 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  ....  .. , 

Ditto  ....  •.< 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  ....  . . 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  ....• 

Ditto  

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  ....  ,., 

Ditto  

Ditto  .... 

Ditto  .... 

On  the  Manor  of  FradsweU 

Gallowfltreo  Hill  Croft,  laying  next 
to  the  Pool  field,  and  upon  .3  days 
work  of  land  in  Clayton  Field 

An  Allotment  in  Stubbs  Field 


HOW  DISX 


To  the  greatest  obj 

Newcastle,  in  br» 

In  bread,  in  the  Cfa 

serrice  in  the  f<»r 

On  Allotment  in  Brampton,  in  lieu  of|To  the  poor  of  Ne» 

lauds  in  Pool  Field 


An  Allotment  in  Stubbs  Field 


Mrs.  Hunt,  by  her  Trustee,  Mr., In  Clayton  field,  an  Allotment      .... 
Robert  Hill 

Mr.  J.  Veuables,  Newcastle     lOn  .*)  houses  in  Roebuck-lane, adjoin- 

j     iiig  tlie  Kiiiif's  Head 
Mr.   Heathcote,  Druggist,  New-  House  adjoining  the  Globe  Hotel    .. 

castle 
Duke  of  Sutherland  . . .  .iHill  Farm  .... 

Mr.    Tbonias    Holland,   late   of  Houses  at  the  top  of  Friar-street  and 

Newcastle  |    Peukhull- street 

Francis  Twenilow,  Esq  ,  Exor.  of  Forty  pound  bequest,  left  by  Thomas 

Fletcher,  will  dated  17th  August, 
1781 
Two  pieces  of  copyhold  land,  adjoin- 
ing the  Clayton  Field 
On  two  days'  work  in  Pool  Field,  now 
in  Brampton,  in  lien  thereof 


the  late  Sir  John  Boughey 
Ditto 
Mr.  Ralph  Clews 


The  Corporation 
Duke  of  Sutherland 


The  Duke  of  Sutherland 
Sir  Thomas  Boughey 


Fifty  pounds  paid  to  the  Corporation 
Four  days'    work  at   Clayton    Field 
Barns  ford,  and  the  Redflatt,  Bramp- 
ton 

Land  in  Clayton  Fields 


Two    houses    in    High-street,    now 
occupied  by  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr. 
Sellers 
Duke    of    Sutherland,    presentjOn  Normaoot  Orange 
owner  of  Normocpt  Grange 


To  20  Widows  or  A 

To  60  poor  Widow 

keepers 
40  sixpenny  loav^'a 
To  the  poor  inhabit 
In  bread 

Poor  widows,  in  20 
[n  bread 

To  the  poor,  in  brw 
To  the  inhabitants .. 

In  bread 

In  bread 

In  bread 

In  bread,  by  thech- 
To  the  poor,  in  brt'. 
In  twopenny  loavt  r. 

day 
In  bread 

In  bread,  to  the  po 
In  bread,  to  thepoi 

In  penny  lonres,  t<  ■ 

attending  diTin»>^ 
after  8th  Novt^ral 
To  67  poor  person 
money 


Amongst  the  poor 


In  bread 

In  bread 

In  bread 

In  bread,  by  Mini^^ 
To  30  poor  people 

In  bread,  to  poor  ! 
the  Reotor 

To  the  Rector  of 
sermon,  27th  Jatj 

lOs.  to  the  Rector, 
for  tiie  Clerk 

To  the  Minister 

£\  to  the  Minister 
Mark*a-dy,  Is.  to 
Master  of  Graiui 
sent  with  his  nc 

In  twopenny  loav< 
best  deserving  p 
present  to  he^ar  i 

In  bread,  by  Chan 

To  the  poor,  in  br« 


*  Seepage  54. 
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IBUTED. 


WHEN  DISTRIBUTED. 


Poor  Folk      .... 
or  poor  Hooae- 

•  •  •  • 

mts,  in  bread    •• 

•  •  •  • 

d.  locres       .... 

•  •  •  • 

M  •   •    •    • 

Abroad        .... 


REMARKS. 


rchwardens  ... 
1 
20  on  each  Son- 

•  ■  «  • 

r  of  the  boroagb 


Good  Friday  .  > .  > 

The  day  after  New.years-day. . . . 

Eoflter  Sanday  .... 

Sonday  next  after  Cold  Fair. . . . 

The  Sanday  after  13ih  May   

The  Sanday  after  I3ih  May  .... 
Augast  .... 

Thomaa'a-d^  .... 

After  Divine   Serrioe,   on  2nd 

Sanday  in  Lent 
On  Christmaa  and  Eaater-day  . . 

In  Noyember  .... 

Sanday  after  83nd  May  . . . . 

IstJannary  

In  NoTember  .... 

On  the  aix  Sundays  in  Lent .... 


WHEN  DUE. 


poor  inhabitants 

rrice  12  Sundays 

r 

,  is.  6d.  eaoh,  in 


cte  of  Charity  in 
rch,  after  Di-vine 
.-aiille,  in  bread. 


St.  Thomas's  day 

The  lat  Sunday  after  Hth  August 

Sunday  after  the  29ih  December 

Next  Sunday  ailer  Cold  Fair. . . . 
St.  Thomaa'a-day  .... 


xand  Wardena 
sooaekeepers,  by 


St.  Thomaa'a-day 

ShroTO  Sunday 
Sunday  after  2Snd  May 
Good  Friday 

Sunday  after  St.  Lake'»4ay  . , 

40th  January 

Christmaa-day 

Every  Sanday 

lat  Sunday  in  Lent  and  on  Palm 

Sunday 
Sunday  next  after  Candlemaa-day 


Received  by  the  Town  Clerk  from  the 

Duke  of  Sutherlaud 
Date  of  wm»  29th  Feb.,  1 776 

Date  of  gift,  1725 

Ditto 

)  Ditto,  the  donors  were  huaband ) 

f     and  wife  j 

Date  of  gift,  1725 

Ditto 

Left  by  will,  on  6th  November,  1727. . 

Distributed  by  Minister  and  Church- 
wardens, date  of  Willi  17  July,  1736 

Distributed  by  Minister  and  Church- 
wardens, date  of  will,  5th  Feb.,  1739 

Date  of  girt.  1725  .... 

Date  of  will,  13th  August,  17S9    .... 

Dateof  gift,  1725  .... 

By  bond,  20th  April,  1742 

Dateof  gift,  4th  June,  1755  .... 

Will  dated  16th  April,  1757 

Order   by   Common  Council,   22nd 

May,  1769 
Charged  upon  the  toll  and  proflta  of 

St.  Leonard'a  Fair,  will  dated  17th 

July,  1675 
On  bond,  distributed  by  Minister  and 

wardens 
Refer  to  Charity  Commissionera'  8th 

report,  page  660  * 
By   will   8th   October,   1607.      The 

Churchwardens,  distributors 

By  will,   1st  February,  1700.     The 

Churchwardens,  distHbutors 
By  will 

10s.  was  also  left  for  a  sermon  on 
Good  Friday,  and  la.  to  the  Clerk. 
(Qry.losL) 


Last  Amount 

Pay.  j 

ment.''£   s.    d. 


Lady-day 
2l8tDeoember.. 
25th  March  .... 

2Sth  March  .... 

25th  March  .... 
25th  March  .... 
27th  December.. 

2Ath  March  .... 

5th  February  . . 

i5th  March  .... 
13th  August.... 
November  .... 
20th  April    .... 

4th  June  .... 
August  .... 
22nd  May     .... 

St.  Leonards  .. 
25th  March  .... 

21st  December. . 


Newcastle,  for  a(27th  January 

aary 

Tor  a  sermon.  Is. 


for  sermon  on  St. 
thf  Clerk,  JOa.  to 
lar  School,  if  pre> 
bolars  at  senmm 
n,  to  indigent  and 
rrkona  aa  are  then 
li^  sermon 
hwardens        .... 


>ad 


Good  Friday 


Yearly 

St.  Mark'a^y 


St.  Maik'a-day 
Eafter  Sunday 


By  will,  1706,  proved  15th  AprU,  1708 

Gift 
Gift 

This  is  paid  by  Sir  Thomas  Boughey's 
agent,  Thursday  after  Newmarket 

Ditto  .... 

This  payment  has  not  been  received 

for  many  yeara.      Laat  paid   by 

Robert  Rhodes,  Grocer 

Not  received  for  several  years 

Date  of  will,  1 2th  June,  1690 


Indenture,  12th  June,  1090 


Good  Friday 

St.  Luke's-day. . 

20th  January  .. 

25th  December. 

SLTbomaa's-day 
1st  May  and  Ist 

November 
Candlemaa-day. . 


1856 

1856 

1856 
1856 

1806 

ia'i6 
1856 
1856 

1656 

1856 

1856 
1856 
1856 
1856 

1866 
1856 
1856 

1856 

1856 
1856 
1856 

1856 
1856 
1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 

1856 
1856 

1856 
1856 


0  6    8 

1  10    0 

10    0 

0  10  0 
JO  10  0 
1o    5  0 

1  0    0 

0  10    0 

1  0    0 


0    0 
0    0 


Good  Friday. . . . 


85th  March 
25th  March 


25th  March 


0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0  5  0 

1  0  0 

0  10  0 
10  0 
10    0 

0 

0 
0 
8 


0  12 

5    0 

12    0 

2    6 


Not  received  for  aeveral  years.    Will  Whitsuntide 
1781 

The  late  Richard  C.  Hill,  Esq.,  of  25th  October 
Stalllngton,  paid  part  of  the  arrears 
£10, 19th  December,  1806.    In  1831 , 
the  arreara  were  near  £30,  nothing 
hae  been  paid  since 


1856 


1856 


1800 


0    6  8 

10  0 

0  10  0 

0  10  0 

0    5  0 

0    5  0 

2  12  0 

0  10  0 

1  0  0 

1     0  0 

0  II  0 


3    0    0 
1  11    0 


0  10    0 


10    0 


2  12    0 


HENRY  VEALE.  Rector. 

MOSES  BARLOW,  \  rKn«»),«.«iA«. 

ROBERT  BROUGkTON,  j  Cburchwardenfl. 
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been  sold  before  the  property  came  to  them,  free  of  incum- 
brances, and  the  rentcharge  has  always  been  paid  out  of  the 
f  rent  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  property.     It  is  applied  in 

assisting  poor  persons  to  put  out  their  children  apprentices. 


REMARKS. 

Some  of  the  Charities  of  Newcastle,  it  will  be  perceived,  are 
in  abeyance,  and  it  would  be  well  if  the  Town  Council  would 
memorialize  the  Charity  Commissioners  as  to  their  revival. 
The  latter  would  send  down  an  Inspector  to  take  evidence,  as 
they  have  done  elsewhere ;  and  no  doubt  this  would  not  only 
lead  to  the  revival  of  these  dormant  charities,  but  a  restitution 
of  the  monies  made  use  of  wrontrfullv  for  so  many  years.  The 
most  seriouB  one  is  that  of  sS^  of  London  A  snit  was 
once  commenced  to  recover  this  benefaction,  but  it  was  aban- 
doned. The  cause  of  such  abandonment  is  not  known  now. 
This  case  should  be  brought  prominently  under  the  notice  of 
the  present  Charity  Commissioners.  The  reader  is  referred  to 
page  54,  where  the  opinion  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  of 
182S  is  recorded. 
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GNOSALL. 


Gnosall  is  a  large  and  ancient  village,  seven  miles  from 
Stafford;  the  parish  is  six  miles  long,  and  contains  2,500 
inhabitants,  with  8,000  acres  of  land.  The  church  contains 
1,000  sittings,  350  being  free;  the  parsonage  house  cost 
£1,100  in  the  erection. 

CARTWRIGHT'S  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  dated  6th  October,  1653,  it  was  witnessed,  that 
Edward  Cartwright,  of  Cowley,  yeoman,  enfeoffed  unto  John 
Hall,  and  nine  others,  and  their  heirs,  a  cottage,  garden,  and 
hemp  ground,  together  with  a  close  or  pasture,  called  the  Ryd- 
dings,  then  in  two  parts,  and  the  meadow  thereto  adjoining,  situ- 
ate in  Great  Onn  and  Plaidrick,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and 
a  close  or  pasture,  called  the  Holte  Flatt  Pasture,  shooting  up 
to  TroigeU  Grate,  and  containing  by  estimation,  six  acres, 
more  or  less,  situate  in  the  lordship  of  Cowley  and  Cotton, 
or  one  of  them,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  the  use  of 
Edward  Cartwright,  for  life,  and  after  his  decease,  then  to  the 
intent,  that  the  feoffees  and  their  heirs,  should  employ  and  give 
wholly  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  to  such  school- 
master or  schoolmaaters,  abiding  within  the  parish  of  Gnosall, 
as  the  greater  part  of  the  feoffees  should  from  time  to  time 
elect  and  approve  of,  for  the  free  educating  and  teaching  of 
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fourteen  poor  children^  bom  and  inliabiting  within  the  parish 
of  Gnosall^  in  good  literature^  for  and  towards  the  foundation 
of  a  grammar  school  there,  as  should  be  thought  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  feoffees,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  most  fit  to  be 
relieved  and  freely  taught,  without  expecting  anything  from  the 
parents  or  friends  of  such  fourteen  poor  scholars,  over  and 
above  the  profits  of  the  premises ;  with  the  liberty  also,  for  the 
major  part  of  the  feoffees  and  their  heirs,  as  well  to  displace  as 
elect,  every  such  intended  schoolmaster  or  schoolmasters,  in 
case  he  or  they  did  not,  upon  reasonable  monition  given  by  the 
major  part  of  the  feoffees,  decline  and  abstain  from  any  such 
vice  or  thing  whereof  he  or  they  should  be  known  to  be  culpa- 
ble ;  and  it  was  also  thereby  declared,  that  the  sum  of  10s. 
should  be  yearly  allowed  out  of  the  premises,  and  spent  upon  a 
dinner  for  the  feoffees,  at  their  meeting ;  and  that  the  feoffees 
should  retain  out  of  the  said  rents  and  profits,  all  sums  of 
money  necessarily  expended  in  and  about  the  trust. 

By  indenture,  dated  19th  July,  1656,  reciting  the  aforesaid 
indenture,  but  that  livery  of  seisin  was  not  duly  executed  in 
the  life-time  of  Edward  Cartwright,  by  reason  whereof  Edward 
Cartwright,  party  thereto,  as  heirs  of  the  said  Edward  Cart- 
wright,  deceased,  had  commenced  proceedings  in  ejectment,  to 
try  his  title  to  the  premises ;  it  was  witnessed,  that  Edward 
Cartwright  (party  thereto)  being  satisfied,  that  the  cottage  and 
lands  mentioned  in  the  recited  indenture,  were  by  Edward 
Cartwright,  deceased,  intended  to  be  employed  to  the  uses  in 
the  indenture  mentioned ;  and  in  consideration  of  £14  paid  to 
him  by  John  Hall,  enfeoffed  and  confirmed  unto  John  Hall,  and 
nine  others,  and  their  heirs,  the  premises,  to  the  use  of  John 
Hall,  until  the  sum  of  £14  should  be  raised  and  paid  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  premises;  and  afterwards  to  the  uses 
and  upon  the  trusts  mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  indenture. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  by  a  succession  of  convey- 
ances to  new  trustees. 

There  was  a  room,  built  many  years  ago,  in  which  the  school 
used  to  be  held.  The  master  found  the  situation  of  this  room 
disagreeable,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  removed 
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the  Bcliolars  to  his  own  house.  The  old  school  was  let,  first  to 
an  individual,  and  afterwards  to  the  parish,  who  wished  to  have 
it  for  the  residence  of  a  pauper. 

In  the  deed  of  1653,  the  founder  states,  that  he  gave  this 
endowment  towards  the  foundation  of  a  grammar  school ;  but 
it  does  not  appear  that  classical  instruction  was  ever  given  in 
the  school,  Mr.  Thomas  Parton,  who  is  now  seventy  years 
old,  has  twenty-eight  scholars,  fourteen  of  whom  are  free;  the 
others  that  learn  to  write  pay  Id.  per  week.  The  income  is 
£32  per  annum  from  land  and  buildings,  and  £3  Is.  from 
tithes  since  the  year  1852.  £5  per  annum  is  retained  for 
repairs.  Mr.  Parton  has  been  master  of  the  school  for  thirty- 
five  years,  and  pays  rent  for  his  residence. 
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EDUCATION. 

By  indenture,  dated  27th  September,  1660,  Alice  Hudson, 
widow,  granted  unto  Bichard  Clayton,  and  nine  others,  and 
their  heirs,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  40s.  to  be  issuing  out 
of  her  closes  or  pastures,  called  the  Broomehurst  and  Wheat- 
croft,  situate  in  Apeton,  near  the  windmill,  within  the  parish  of 
Bradley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford^  upon  trust,  yearly  to  employ 
and  bestow  the  same  towards  the  education,  teaching,  and 
maintenance  of  five  poor  children  at  school  in  Onosall,  or  in 
Eiiightley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  for  buying  of  fhem 
books,  the  said  five  children  to  be  elected  in  the  townships  of 
Gnosall,  Ejiightley,  HoUis,  Moor  End,  Old  Moore,  Alston,  and 
Apeton,  or  some  of  them,  by  the  said  feoffees,  and  the  survivors 
of  them,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  aa 
to  them  or  the  major  part  of  them  should  be  thought  meet; 
and  upon  trust,  when  six  of  the  feoffees  should  be  dead,  within 
three  months,  to  assign  the  said  rent-charge  to  six  other  sub- 
stantial feoffees,  to  be  elected  by  the  three  survivors,  or  any 
two  of  them,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  so 
that  the  three  survivors  execute  the  trust  with  the  six  new 
feoffees. 
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The  trusteea  now  living  of  this  charity  are^  the  Bev.  William 
Eickin^  Mr.  John  Lee8>  Mr.  John  Cotton,  and  Mr.  Joseph 
Taylor. 

The  smn  of  40s.  a-year  is  received  from  Henry  Crockett,  of 
Little  Onn  Hall,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  lands  charged. 

The  money  is  paid  to  a  schoolmistress  in  Grnosall,  for  which 
she  teaches  five  poor  children,  both  boys  and  girls,  to  read,  and 
the  girls  also  to  sew.  The  trostees  name  the  children,  who  are 
chosen  from  the  townships  mentioned  in  the  deed,  or  some  of 
them.  The  instruction  is  wholly  free.  The  trustees  are  satis- 
fied with  the  management  of  the  schoolmistress,  who  has  about 
forty  scholars. 


GNOSALL  CHARITIES. 

Hudson's  Charity. — ^Alice  Hudson,  1660,  40s.  per  annum 
out  of  Broomehurst  and  Wheatcrofb  pastures,  in  Apeton,  for 
educating  and  maintaining  five  poor  children  at  school,  and  for 
their  books. 

Bakbb's  Charitt. — Frances  Baker,  1665,  the  rent  of  North 
Moor  Pitt  Fields,  5a.  3r.,  for  the  poor  who  do  not  receive  parish 
pay  or  part  of  the  ten  shilling  dole. 

Barkfield's  Charity. — ^Bobert  and  George  Bamfield,  1692, 
£3  of  the  rent  of  lands  in  Gnosall  and  Haughton,  for  twelve 
poor  persons  on  Good  Friday,  and  St.  Thomas's  day.  The 
moiety  of  the  residue  on  Michaelmas  and  Lady-days,  10s.  each 
to  the  poorest  in  Gnosall. 

Smart  and  others'  Charity. — James  Smart,  John  Collier, 
Mary  Foster,  and  Thomas  Foster,  1716,  and  1728,  interest 
thereof  in  bread  weekly,  £75. 

Parish  LAin)S. — 6s.  8d.  in  bread  to  the  poor,  remainder  in 
repairs  of  the  parish  church.  These  lands  comprise  37a.  Or.  SSp. 
At  one  time,  no  less  than  £1,500  was  laid  out  on  the  church 
from  this  fund. 
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James's  Charity. — Francis  James,  1768,  rents  of  £26  2s.  4d. 
land  in  Gnosall:  6s.  8d.  for  repairs  of  the  church,  remainder  in 
10s.  doles  to  the  poor,  twice  a  year.  This  charity,  now  about 
£40  per  annum,  should  be  given  to  ten  poor  people  only,  as 
directed  by  the  donor,  less  the  6s.  8d.  for  the  church. 

Davenhill's   Charity. Davenhill,    1768,  rent  of  a 

house  for  bread  to  poor  people,  not  less  than  50  years  of  age, 
every  Sunday. 

Jenkinson's  Charity. — Thomas  Jenkinson,  4d.  a  week  in 
bread  for  the  poor,  every  Sunday,  out  of  Wakeley  Piece,  at 
BiUington. 

Bailey's  Charity. — Joseph  Bailey,  6d.  each  to  ten  poor 
persons,  on  Whit  Sunday,  out  of  rent  of  Phillips's  field- 
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ABBOT'S   BROMLEY. 


Abbotts  Bbohley^  a  decayed  market  town^  of  one  long  street^ 
belonged  anciently  to  the  Abbey  of  Blithbury.  It  is  six  miles 
north  of  Bugeley^  and  contains  1500  inhabitants  and  8400  acres 
of  land.  The  manor  was  formerly  called  Paget's  Bromley^  it 
having  belonged  to  that  family  after  the  dissolution  of  the 
abbeys.  The  church  (St.  Nicholas)  is  a  large  handsome  fabric 
in  the  centre  of  the  town^  but  its  gothic  character  was  injured 
by  repairs  in  the  Italian  style,  about  1690. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Eichard  Clark,  citizen  and  dyer,  of  London,  by  his  will, 
dated  the  28th  of  September,  1606,  bequeathed  the  sum  of 
£800  to  the  intent  that  the  parishioners  of  the  town  of  Bromley, 
where  he  was  bom,  should,  within  five  years  after  his  decease, 
purchase  lands,  tenements  or  hereditaments,  of  the  yearly 
value  of  £20  or  more,  of  an  estate  of  inheritance  in  fee  simple, 
towards  the  erecting  and  maintenance  of  a  free  school  within 
the  town  of  Bromley  for  ever,  wherein  the  children  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  same  town,  and  of  other  towns  within  seven 
miles  compass  thereof,  should  and  might  be  taught  and  in- 
structed in  grammar,  or  other  good  literature,  for  ever. 

The  investment  of  this  legacy,  appears  firom  an  indenture, 
dated  the  27th  November,  4  James  1st,  (1606),  between  John 
Beardmore,  of  the  first  part,  and  William  Lord  Paget,  and 
eleven  others,  nine  of  whom  are  described  as  parishioners  and 
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inhabitants  in  Abbot's  Bromley,  alias  Paget's  Bromley,  of  the 
other  part ;  whereby,  after  reciting,  among  other  things,  the 
above-mentioned  will  of  Richard  Clark,  John  Beardmore,  in 
consideration  of  the  sum  of  £300  granted,  bargained  and  sold 
to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all 
that  messuage  or  tenement,  with  aU  buildings,  orchards,  gardens, 
and  croft  thereto  belonging,  together  with  certain  meadows  and 
pastures,  and  divers  parcels  of  land,  very  many  in  number, 
therein  particularly  set  forth,  and  generally  described  either  as 
lands,  butts,  or  doles  of  meadow,  lying  in  fields  and  meadows 
therein  named,  describing  their  abuttals  by  the  names  of  the 
tenants  of  the  adjoining  lands  [see  Appendix],  and  which  are 
stated  to  be  in  Whiston  Eaves,  in  the  parish  of  Kingsley ;  and 
it  was  agreed,  between  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  that  the 
whole  profits  of  the  lands  and  premises  should  at  all  times 
thereafter  be  employed  towards  the  erecting  and  maintenance 
of  a  fi^ee  school  within  the  town  of  Bromley,  according  to  the 
will  of  Richard  Clark ;  and  that  when  so  many  of  them  should 
be  dead,  as  that  there  should  remain  only  four  alive,  such  four 
should  convey  the  premises  to  so  many  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bromley,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  intent  aforesaid, 
as  should  again  make  up  the  number  of  twelve  persons,  and  so 
from  time  to  time  continually;  and  John  Beardmore  did  thereby 
covenant,  that  the  premises  were  then  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  £20,  at  the  least,  above  aU  charges  and  reprizes^  and  at 
such  value  by  the  year  should  or  might  be  lett^i. 

By  indenture  of  lease,  dated  the  27th  of  July^  6th  James  I., 
1608,  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  preceding  deed,  demised 
the  premises  (describing  them  as  being  then  or  late  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Richard  Bradshaw  or  his  assigns)  to  John  Beard- 
more, the  vendor,  for  a  term  of  1,000  years,  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  £20.  And  on  the  2nd  November,  10th  James  I.  (1612), 
^^Jf  by  another  indenture,  bearing  date  on  that  day,  again 
demised  them  to  John  Nioholls  and  Richard  Hunt,  for  a  term 
of  1,000  years  then  next,  at  the  same  yearly  rent  of  £20. 

The  property  conveyed  by  John  Beardmore  has  been  trans- 
mitted, by  a  series  of  trust  deeds  to  soocessive  trustees,  upon 
the  uses  expressed  in  the  first  mentioned  deed,  but  in  none  o^ 
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which  snbseqtient  trost  deeds  is  any  notice  taken  of  eitiiier  of  the 
terms  of  1,000  years,  granted  by  the  first  trustees. 

The  validity  of  these  leases  appears  very  questionahle.  Had 
the  first  lease  granted  to  Beaidmore  been  coeval,  or  nearly  so, 
with  the  conveyance  from  him  to  the  trostees,  the  whole*might 
have  been  considered  as  one  transaction,  constituting  merely 
the  purchase  of  an  annuity  of  £20  out  of  this  land  in  the  shape 
of  a  reserved  rent;  but  the  interval  of  more  than  a  year  and  a 
half,  which  had  elapsed  between  the  conveyance  and  the  lease, 
and  during  which  the  premises  had  been  in  the  occupation  of  a 
third  person,  appears  incompatible  with  this  view  of  the  tran- 
saction. It  seems  probable  that  the  trustees  may  have  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  a  rent  of  £20  for  the  premises,  and  that 
Beardmore  took  them  back  upon  lease  in  discharge  of  his 
covenant;  no  circumstances,  however,  are  disclosed  to  justify 
the  length  of  term  granted.  The  second  lease  to  other  lessees 
was  probably  granted  on  the  surrender  of  the  first,  and  if  so, 
its  validity  would  stand  upon  similar  grounds. 

In  the  year  1760,  George  Hunt,  and  Anne  his  wife,  who 
seem  to  have  been  the  possessors  of  the  premises  under  the 
lease  of  1612,  conveyed  them  by  lease  and  release  to  a  trustee 
in  fee,  with  a  fine  to  bar  dower.  And  by  indenture,  dated  the 
11th  of  July,  1761,  Handle  Wilbraham,  their  trustee,  in  con- 
sideration of  £700,  conveyed  by  their  direction,  all  the  before 
mentioned  premises,  (described  as  lying  in  Whiston  and  Lees^ 
in  the  parish  of  Eangsley,)  except  the  mines  and  veins  of  coal 
lying  under  the  same,  to  the  use  of  William  Gk>odwin  and  his 
heirs,  subject  to  the  payment  of  £20  a  year  to  the  feofiees  or 
trustees  of  the  Free  Ghmmmar  School  of  Abbot's  Bromley, 
during  the  residue  of  the  term  of  1,000  years,  created  by  the 
indenture  of  demise  of  the  2nd  November,  10  James  1st.  It 
is  unneoessary  to  state  this  transaction  more  at  large,  as  it  is 
evident  that  it  could  not  a£Eect  the  title  of  the  trustees  to  the 
reversion  in  fee  expectant,  on  the  expiration  of  the  term  of 
1,000  years. 

The  greater  part  of  the  estate  was  afterwards  sold  by 
William  Goodwin,  in  several  portions,  to  different  purchasers, 
to  whom  he  conveyed  their  respeetive  premises  in  fee.     One  of 
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these  portions^  containing  30a.  3b.  1p.  was  sold  to  William 
Pattison,  subject  to  the  annual  payment  of  £20  to  the  trustees 
of  the  school,  by  which  arrangement  it  was  supposed  that  the 
purchasers  of  the  other  parts  held  their  portions,  for  which 
they  give  the  full  value,  exonerated  fipom  this  charge.  This 
rent  of  £20  which  was  previously  paid  by  Goodwin,  was 
regularly  received  by  the  schoolmaster  from  Pattison. 

The  school  estate  lies  at  Lees  and  Whiston,  in  the  parish  of 
Kingsley,  in  a  district  called  the  Moorlands;  but  the  very 
vague  description  of  the  parcels  in  the  old  deeds,  and  the 
absence  of  any  early  survey  or  estimate  of  quantity,  render  it 
extremely  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  identify  the  premises 
which  are  now  understood  to  constitute  the  school  property, 
with  those  originally  conveyed.  Several  of  the  ancient  descrip- 
tions are  inapplicable  to  the  present  parcels,  and  seem  to 
comprehend  lands  which  are  not  now  found  in  this  estate.  For 
instance,  there  are  mentioned  in  Beardmore's  conveyance,  "  a 
meadow  called  the  Hobiron,  lying  along  the  waters  of  Chumet,'* 
and,  "  two  lands  lying  in  Chestlaigh  along  Chumet ; ''  whereas 
the  river  Chumet  is  nearly  a  mile  distant  from  any  part  of  the 
premises,  now  considered  as  the  school  estate. 

This  appears  to  indicate  an  alienation  at  some  former  period 
of  part  of  the  estate.  There  exists  a  memorandum  in  the 
hand- writing  of  a  former  master  of  the  school  containing  many 
particulars  concerning  the  property,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that 
in  1763,  three  years  after  the  conveyance  to  Goodwin,  Anne 
Hunt,  widow  of  George  Hunt,  and  a  party  to  that  conveyance, 
sold,  as  freehold,  the  piece  of  land  called  the  Hobiron,  for  £50; 
another  piece  called  the  Dirty  Eadfence,  for  £14 ;  and  a  parcel 
of  lands,  "described  in  the  school  purchase-deed  by  their 
several  names  '^  (but  which  names  are  not  specified  in  the 
memorandum),  containing  about  twenty  eight  acres,  to  one 
Smith  and  his  heirs,  for  £450.  It  is  impossible  to  authenticate 
the  facts  stated  in  this  memorandum,  or  to  identify  the  parcels 
80  alledged  to  have  been  sold,  nor  is  it  easy  to  conceive  by 
what  right  Anne  Hunt  could  have  assumed  to  make  such  sales 
after  the  conveyance  to  Gtx)dwin.  .  It  is  at  the  same  time  to  be 
observed^  that  in  the  original  conveyance  from  Beardmore,  the 
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premises  are  described  as  consisting  almost  entirely  of  lands^ 
doles  and  butts^  lying  in  open  fields ;  these  have  been  subse- 
quently inclosed^  though  it  is  not  known  at  what  period^  and  on 
such  inclosures  it  is  4)robable  that  exchanges  were  made^  and 
the  ol^  boundaries  altered.  The  division  of  the  estate  among 
various  holders^  and  the  payment  of  the  whole  rent  by  one  of 
them,  as  issuing^  out  of  his  portion  only,  if  cmdinued  to  be 
acquiesced  in,  will  tend  still  further  to  obscure  the  evidence  of 
the  original  extent  of  the  school  property. 

Upon  the  best  information  obtained,  as  to  the  premises 
reputed  to  form  the  Abbot's  Bromley  school  estate,  they  appear 
to  consist  of  about  100  acjres  of  old  inclosure,  and  near  50  acres 
of  aUotments,  made  in  respect  thereof  from  various  commons 
in  the  parish,  inclosed  about  45  years  ago. 

In  the  memorandum  before-mentioned  it  is  stated,  that 
part  of  the  school  estate  called  in  the  purchase  deeds  Brad- 
Shaw's  house,  had  been  sold,  but  not  when,  or  by  whom. 

In  a  memorandum  signed  by  the  trustees,  and  dated  the 
16th  of  November,  1782,  the  trustees  agreed  with  certain 
persons,  by  the  names  of  Wheeldon  and  Smith,  to  grant  them, 
for  the  consideration  of  £150,  all  the  coal  under  a  certain  land 
or  lands  at  Whiston  or  Lees,  then  in  the  possession  of  William 
Goodwin,  for  the  term  of  800  years  from  the  date  thereof.  But 
no  doubt  the  sum  paid  under  this  agreement  was  adequate  to 
the  value  of  the  coal. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  document  before  mentioned, 
in  the  handwriting  of  a  former  master,  it  is  stated,  that  under 
the  28  acres  sold  in  1763,  by  Anne  Hunt,  to  Smith,  there  was  a 
vein  of  coal  or  slack;  it  would  seem  probable  that  the  land  so 
sold  did  not  form  part  of  the  land  in  the  possession  of  Goodwin, 
to  which  this  contract  for  coal  alone  extended.  But  as  those 
28  acres  are  not  identified,  no  conjecture  can  be  made  of  the 
value  of  coal  contained  in  them. 

Of  this  £150,  part  of  it,  £51  Is.,  was  immediately  expended 
in  the  repair  of  the  school  hou3e,  and  a  sum  of  £85,  belonging 
to  the  trust,  was  afterwards  in  the  hands  of  an  individual,  at 

ixkt^r^rt,  which  was  probably  the  residue  of  the  purchase 
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money^  afler  dedacting  these  repairs  and  the  costs  of  the  grant, 
which  were  to  be  defrayed  by  the  trustees.  About  fifty  years 
ago  another  considerable  repair  of  the  school  was  found 
necessary,  to  which  £55  of  this  £85  was  applied,  and  the 
remainder  was  exhausted  by  the  expenses  attending  the  con- 
veyance of  the  trust  premises  to  new  trustees. 

The  rent  of  £20  is  retained  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  with 
5s.  a-year,  received  from  Lovatt's  charity  (of  which  an  account 
will  be  subsequently  given),  constitues  his  salary  as  master  of 
the  free  school.     He  inhabits  the  school  premises  rent  free. 

These  premises  consist  of  an  old  but  convenient  dwelling- 
house,  with  a  school-room  imder  the  same  roof,  and  three 
gardens,  covering  in  the  whole  about  three  quarters  of  an  acre. 
Part  of  the  garden  ground  was  added  under  the  Bromley 
Inclosure  Act,  in  lieu  of  a  small  allotment  made  in  respect  of 
the  school  premises.  How  this  house  was  acquired  to  the 
chariiy  is  not  known,  but  it  may  be  conjectured,  that  it  was 
built  with  the  first  rents  of  the  estate  at  Whiston. 

No  specific  number  of  free  scholars  was  fixed  by  the 
founder,  nor  does  it  appear  what  regulations  were  adopted  by 
the  trustees  in  former  times,  as  to  their  number  or  the  mode  of 
•appointing  then ;  but  for  many  years  past  it  was  customary  for 
each  trustee  to  nominate  one  scholar,  and  thus,  as  the  number 
of  trustees  has  varied  by  death,  the  number  of  scholars  has 
varied  with  it. 

The  Grammar  School  was  shut  up  more  than  a  ye€u:  ago— 
Joseph  Chambers,  the  master,  having  been  discharged  in  1858. 
The  fund  is  accumulating  for  repairs,  &c.,  and  a  new  body  of 
trustees  will  be  formed,  as  only  two  of  the  old  ones  are  now 
alive. 

The  great  question  is  as  to  the  long  illegal  leases.  The 
surface  value  of  the  land  is  about  £150  per  ann.,  and  the  mines 
must  be  of  considerable  value.  These  leases  ought  to  be 
declared  void,  and  then  a  noble  foundation  fund  would  be 
created,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  the  trustees  will  accomplish. 
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ABBOrS  BROMLEY  CHARITIES. 

The  hospital  was  founded  by  Lambard  Bagot,  in  1702,  who 
bequeathed  £200  to  build  it,  and  £600  to  endow  it,  for  three 
old  men  of  Abbotts  Bromley,  and  one  each  of  Newborough  (in 
Hanbury,)  Dunstall  (in  Tatenhiil,)  and  Yoxall.  His  brother 
and  executor,  Charles  Bagot,  laid  out  £300  on  the  erection,  and 
added  £300  of  his  own  to  the  founder^s  benefaction  in  1722. 
It  now  consists  of  seven  houses  for  old  men  to  live  in,  each  of 
whom  formerly  received  4s.  a  week,  and  50  cwts.  of  coal  yearly, 
and  a  coat  once  in  two  years. 

The  second  benefactor,  C.  Bagot,  ordered  that .  the  monies 
should  be  paid  to  the  almsmen  on  the  four  usual  feasts  of  the 
year,  and  that  if  any  of  them  married  he  should  be  removed ; 
that  they  should  attend  church  on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

The  seventh  house  is  occupied  by  the  matron,  who  washes 
for  the  men,  makes  their  beds,  and  attends  on  them  in  sick- 
ness ;  no  account  of  this  seventh  house  being  established,  or 
by  whom,  exists,  but  it  was  prior  to  1728.  Up  to  1821,  the 
almsmen  and  matron  received  £5  per  ann.,  after  that  date  it 
was  doubled^ 

CoTTON^s  Chaetty. — ^Margaret  Cotton,  1 737,  and  ohters,  left 
£140  to  be  laid  out  in  purchasing  land  called  the  Worrall, 
fourteen  acres ;   lets  for  £15  per  annum. 

The  interest  of  £63  from  various  small  benefactions.  Both 
these  are  given  away  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas's  day. 

Mr.  Lovatt  5s.  to  the  poor,  5s.  to  the  schoolmaster,  20s.  to 
the  vicar,  out  of  Creswell  lands,  near  Stafford. 

Wilkes's  Chabity. — Mr.  Thomas  Wilkes,  1686,  10s.  out  of 
Wilversall  field. 

Setvoub's  Chabitt. — ^Ann  Seymour,  1 702,  £5  rent  of  land, 
4^  acres,  called  Kempes.  This  has  increased  to  £9  12s.  per 
annum. 

Bagot's  Chabitt. — Sir  Walter  Bagot,  1702,  £5  per  annum, 
on  liord  Bagot's  estate. 
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Clabke  and  Agabd's  Charities. — Robert  Clarke  and  Walter 
Agard^  2s.  a  week  each^  bread  annuities. 

HabveVs  Chabity. — Thomas  Harvey,  1666,  42s.  per  ann., 
for  coats  for  three  poor  men. 

Pye's  Chabity. — John  and  Robert  Pye,  20s.  out  of  Seed 
Crofts,  for  shoes. 

Cbosse's  Chabity. — ^Edward  Crosse,  1716,  £5  out  of  farm 
at  Bromley  Hurst,  to  apprentice  poor  children. — Richard 
Crosse,  1699,  rent  of  39^  acres  of  land,  at  Tappenhurst,  £65 
per  annum  to  the  vicar  or  curate  of  Abbot's  Bromley. 
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ALDEIDGE. 


Aldbudos  is  a  large  village  three  miles  north-east  of  Walsall^  it 
contaiiis  about  8000  acres  and  2100  people.  In  St.  Mary^s 
(the  parish  church)  is  a  recumbent  effigy  of  Bobert  Btapleton^ 
one  of  the  crusaders. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  an  indenture  of  feofBnent^  dated  6th  August^  1718, 
between  the  Bev.  Thomas  Cooper,  of  Aldridge^  clerk,  of  the 
one  part;  Henry  Wood,  John  Jordan,  clerk,  Samuel  Leigh, 
George  Crisp,  clerk,  John  Cooper,  and  several  others  therein 
named,  all  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Aldridge, 
of  the  other  part ;  it  is  witnessed  that  the  said  Thomas  Cooper, 
for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  granted,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs, 
all  that  small  parcel  of  land,  part  of  the  croft  of  him  Thomas 
Cooper,  lying  and  being  in  Aldridge,  containing  seventeen 
yards  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and  eight  yards  in  breadth 
north  to  south,  in  which  the  ditch,  hedge  and  bank  of  the  croft 
adjoining  to  a  parcel  of  waste  land  there,  called  the  play  piece, 
is  included,  with  all  ways,  &c.  to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs, 
and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  sur- 
vivor, for  the  erecting  and  building  of  the  charity  school  therein 
mentioned;   and  for  the  further  preservation  and  better  and 
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further  continuance  and  support  of  the  charity  school^  and  that 
the  same  might  be  disposed  of  hj,  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of,  fit 
persons  to  look  after  and  manage  the  same,  to  and  for  the  sole 
and  only  use  and  benefit  of  teaching  and  instructing  of  youth 
in  EngHsh  and  Latin  tongues,  and  in  the  church  catechism,  as 
then  used  and  taught  in  the  church  of  England,  and  to  write 
English ;  it  was  mutually  concluded  and  agreed  by  the  parties 
thereto,  that  when  so  many  of  the  trustees  should  die,  that 
there  should  not  be  above  the  number  of  five  of  them  living, 
that  then  such  five,  or  any  three  of  them,  should,  within  the 
space  of  twelve  months  after  they  should  be  so  reduced  in 
number,  convey  and  assure  the  premises  to  two  or  more  honest, 
discreet  persons  living  in  Aldridge,  and  their  heirs,  to  the 
intent  that  such  two  persons  should  convey  and  assure  the 
school,  with  the  appurtenances,  to  the  five  surviving  trustees, 
and  to  eight  more  honest  and  substantial  persons,  being  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  Aldridge,  so  that  there  might  be  in 
such  new  settlement  thirteen  persons  to  look  after  and  manage 
the  charity  school ;  and  so  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  the 
succeeding  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  five. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  21st  March,  1718  (old  style), 
between  the  Rev.  John  Jordan,  clerk,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Aldridge,  of  the  one  part ;  and  the  Rev.  John  Doleman,  clerk, 
rector  of  Aldridge,  and  others,  all  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  parish  of  Aldridge,  feoflfees  and  trustees  of  the 
charity  or  free  school  thereinafter  mentioned,  of  the  other  part ; 
reciting,  that  there  had  been  lately  built  and  erected  a  free  and 
charity  school,  near  to  and  adjoining  to  the  south  side  of  a 
certain  parcel  of  open  and  uninclosed  land,  called  the  play  place, 
belonging  to  Aldridge,  by  some  persons  who  had  subscribed  to 
the  building  of  the  school,  for  the  instructing  of  youth  in  the 
English  and  Latin  tongues,  and  also  to  be  taught  to  write; 
which  charitable  design  would  be  of  very  little  or  no  use  or 
effect,  imless  an  annual  provision  were  made  for  the  master  or 
masters  of  the  school ;  it  is  witnessed,  that  John  Jordan,  being 
also  one  of  the  feoffees  of  the  school,  for  the  encouraging  and 
promoting  so  good  and  charitable  a  work,  granted  and  demised 
to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  successors,  all  that 
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piece  of  waste  ground,  called  the  play  place,  lying  in  Aldridge, 
the  churchyard  lying  west,  the  parsonage  flat  east  thereof,  and 
containing  half  an  a>cre,  more  or  less ;  and  all  that  piece  of  waste 
or  common  ground  lately  enclosed,  shooting  north-east  towards 
Biddle  Fields,  London  Bead,  lying  west,  and  containing  three 
acres,  or  thereabouts ;  and  all  that  field  of  common  or  waste 
land,  called  the  Fence  Cross  Field,  containing  forty  acres,  more 
or  less,  as  it  was  then  marked  out  into  nine  pieces  or  flats  of 
land  to  be  enclosed,  lying  and  reaching  in  length  &om  the 
Fence  Cross  Slade,  adjoining  to  the  London  road,  at  the  east 
end  thereof,  and  from  the  road  way  leading  from  Aldridge  to 
Lichfield  at  the  west  end,  Stonall  Waste,  a  common,  lying  on 
the  north  or  north-east  side  thereof;  and  also  all  that  parcel  of 
waste  or  common  ground  adjoining  to  the  said  Lichfield  road 
way,  at  the  east  end,  and  to  a  road  or  way  leading  from  Aldridge 
to  Upper  Stonall,  under  Henry  Wiggen's  hedge,  at  the  west 
end  thereof,  Stonall  Common  lying  on  the  north  side,  and 
Druid's  Heath  lying  on  the  south  or  south-west  side  thereof,  as 
the  same  was  then  marked  out  into  five  pieces  or  flats  of  land, 
by  the  numbers  of  10,  11,  12, 13  and  14,  aU  of  them  containing 
twenty  acres,  more  or  less;  and  also  all  thattUttle  piece  of 
waste  land,  called  Mountford's  Piece,  lying  at  the  upper  or  west 
end  of  the  fourteenth  piece  of  the  last-mentioned  waste  ground, 
the  road  way  leading  firom  Aldridge  by  Henry  Wiggens's  house, 
towards  Upper  Stonall,  lying  also  at  the  west  end  thereof,  con- 
taining two  acres  of  land,  more  or  less ;  to  hold  the  same  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part,  and  to  the  surrivors,  and  the  succes- 
sors of  such  survivors,  for  the  term  of  500  years,  firom  the  date 
of  the  indenture,  yielding  and  paying  therefore  to  John  Jordan, 
and  his  heirs,  the  yearly  rent  of  one  half-penny  for  every  acre 
of  the  premises  during  the  term. 

Though  the  school  premises  were,  as  stated,  left  to  descend 
to  the  heir  of  the  surviving  trustee,  the  premises  contained  in 
the  term  of  five  hundred  years  have  been  continued  down  to 
the  trustees  by  regular  deeds  of  conveyance,  the  first  of  which 
is  dated  the  21st  January,  1757,  and  is  from  John  Cooper,  of 
Aldridge,  describing  himself  as  the  only  surviving  feofiee  of  the 
Bchool. 
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It  appears  that  the  quantity  of  land  in  the  old  inclosnres^ 
now  considerably  exceeds  the  estimated  acres  in  the  original 
grant ;  a  difference  which,  as  no  additions  appear  to  have  been 
made  subsequently  to  the  lands  specified  in  that  grant,  seems 
to  admit  of  no  other  explanation  than  by  referring  it  to  the 
variation  usually  observable  between  estimated  and  measured 
acres,  unless,  indeed,  it  may  have  arisen  in  part  from  some 
accidental  deviations  in  making  the  boundaries  upon  the  inclo* 
sure  of  the  open  lands. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a  house  of  brick  and  tile, 
containing  two  sitting  rooms,  and  the  school-room,  together 
with  a  kitchen  and  back  kitchen  on  the  ground  floor,  and  four 
chambers  above.  In  the  front  of  the  house  there  is  a  space  of 
ground  of  about  sixty  perches,  divided  into  a  play-ground  for 
the  boys,  and  a  garden  for  the  master,  which  garden  appears  to 
have  been  enlarged  by  progressive  additions  to  it,  taken  out  of 
the  open  space  above-mentioned,  to  be  used  as  a  play-ground. 

It  appears,  the  whole  space  in  front  was  once  open  on  the 
left-hand-side  of  this  space  of  ground  to  the  west,  and  extend- 
ing about  half  way  down  it  there  was  a  garden ;  all  the  rest 
was  play  g^ovmd.  This  was  so  in  the  time  of  one  Stinton,  a 
former  master.  Mr.  Fairbank,  who  succeeded  him,  took  into  his 
garden  a  small  slip,  about  seven  or  eight  yards  in  widths  lying 
in  the  front  of  the  house,  and  communicating  at  one  end  with 
the  original  garden.  He  also  brought  the  east  fence  of  the  old 
garden  a  little  forwarder  in  front  of  the  house.  Mr.  Cook,  a 
subsequ^at  master,  still  further  contracted  the  play  ground,  and 
enlarged  the  garden  by  carrying  a  fence  at  right  angles  with 
the  east  fence  of  the  old  garden,  and  nearly  at  the  northern 
extent  of  it  along  the  play  ground  eastward  to  th^  fence  that 
divides  the  play  ground  from  the  parsonage  flat.  Mr.  Jackson, 
the  present  schoolmaster,  has  advanced  the  last-mentioned  line 
ii<nihward,  so  as  to  carry  the  fence  in  a  line  vrith  the  original 
north  garden  fence,  but  bulging  outwfurds  towa^  the  nortli- 
west. 

It  %e9m$  that  m«M  jmrn  ago,  the  girlfl  of  the  ptrijali  wtt« 
tfKught  at  thia  edioo}  as  weU  9»  boys,  and  w^^e  F^c^ved  from 
the  age  of  four  years;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the  stay  q{ 
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either  the  boys  or  girls  was  limited  to  any  age,  but  that  when 
they  attained  eleven  years  of  age,  they  were  expected  to  pay 
sixpence  per  week  for  pens  and  ink.  The  girls  were  taught  by 
the  master's  wife. 

By  the  present  rules  of  the  school,  girls  are  not  admissible, 
and  this  exclusion  was  settled  by  agreement  between  the 
trustees  and  the  master  when  he  was  appointed. 

By  that  agreement,  dated  29th  September,  1819,  and 
executed  by  six  of  the  trustees,  setting  forth,  that  it  had  for 
some  time  past  been  very  desirable  to  move  Thomas  Cook,  the 
schoolmaster  of  the  free  school  at  Aldridge,  from  the  school, 
and  to  elect  a  more  efficient  person  in  his  room ;  and  that  the 
trustees  had  stipulated  with  Thomas  Cook  to  pay  hin»  an 
annuity  of  £40  a-year  during  his  life,  in  consideration  of  his 
agreeing  to  give  up  the  school ;  and  had  informed  the  various 
candidates  that  such  annuity  was  to  be  secured  to  Thomas 
Cook  for  his  life,  on  his  giving  up  the  situation,  and  to  be 
raised  and  paid  up  to  the  day  of  his  decease  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  charity  school  lands ;  and  that  the  trustees 
had  approved  of  Edward  Peter  Jackson  to  succeed  Thomas 
Cook,  who  had  consented  and  agreed,  that  there  should  be 
deducted  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  charity  school 
lands,  the  annuity  of  £40  a-year  for  Thomas  Cook,  and  was 
thereupon  elected  and  appointed  to  the  school  upon  the  terms 
thereinafter  mentioned ;  and  also  that  the  trustees  had  executed 
and  given  to  Thomas  Cook  their  joint  and  separate  bond,  for 
securing  the  annuity  to  him  during  his  life ;  it  was  witnessed, 
amongst  other  things,  that  the  trustees  appointed  Edward  Peter 
Jackson  to  be  the  schoolmaster  of  the  charity  school,  and  that 
the  trustees  agreed  with  Edward  Peter  Jackson,  that  he  should, 
from  the  25th  day  of  December  then  next,  hold  and  occupy 
the  messuage  or  tenement  called  the  School-house,  with  the 
buildings^  jsrd,  garden  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belong- 
ing ;  and  also  that  they  the  trustees  would  pay  unto  Edward 
Peter  Jackson,  all  and  every  the  rents  and  sums  of  money  that 
should  be  made,  arise,  or  be  received  of  and  from  the  lands 
belonging  to  the  charity,  after  a  deduction  made  of  the  annuity 
of  £40  to  the  said  Thomas  Cook  during  his  life,  and  of  all 
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expenses  incurred  in  paying  the  same^  or  in  the  receiving  and 
getting  in  of  the  rents,  and  the  execution  of  the  trusts  of  the 
charity  from  the  29th  day  of  September,  until  Edward  Peter 
Jackson  should  give  up  the  school,  or  be  discharged  therefrom, 
in  the  manner  thereinafter  mentioned;  and  Edward  Peter 
Jackson  thereby  agreed  with  the  trustees,  that  it  should  he 
lawful  for  the  trustees,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the 
school  land  and  premises,  to  deduct  the  annuity  of  £40  and  to 
apply  the  same  half-yearly,  on  the  25th  day  of  March  and  29th 
day  of  September,  in  each  year,  unto  Thomas  Cook,  and  his 
assigns,  during  his  life,  in  conformity  to  the  agreement,  and  in 
discharge  of  the  before  mentioned  bond ;  and  also,  that  he, 
Edward  Peter  Jackson  would,  during  such  time  as  he  should 
continue  to  be  schoolmaster  of  the  school,  regularly  and  con- 
stantly, day  by  day,  Sundays  and  holidays  only  excepted,  teach 
in  the  best  manner  that  he  could,  the  Latin  and  English 
languages,  writing,  and  the  several  branches  of  arithmetic,  to 
all  children  of  the  age  of  six  years  or  upwards,  being  sons  of 
parishioners  (understood  as  residents)  of  Aldridge,  as  should 
attend  upon  him  for  that  purpose,  and  that  without  any  pay- 
ment, fee  or  other  gratuity  whatsoever  to  be  made  him  by  the 
parents  or  friends  of  the  children,  except  a  reasonable  charge 
for  pens,  paper,  ink,  and  books,  and  other  necessary  articles 
towards  the  purposes  of  instruction ;  and  the  same  instrument 
contained  stipulations  on  the  part  of  the  new  master,  to  resign 
and  retire  peaceably,  on  being  discharged  by  the  trustees,  for 
incapacity  or  breach  of  duty. 

The  master  declared  himself  willing  to  take  the  sons  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Aldridge,  from  six  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  to 
be  instructed  in  the  branches  above-mentioned,  gratuitously, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Is.  6d.  a  quarter  for  writing  imple- 
ments, and  Is.  a-year  for  firing,  as  before  mentioned,  under- 
standing that  to  be  the  direction  of  the  trustees. 

The  same  master  still  presides  over  the  school,  (1859,)  and 
occupies  a  house,  for  which  he  pays  £85  per  ann.  He  is 
allowed  to  take  fifteen  private  pupils,  the  whole  number  attend- 
ing being  42.  The  free  scholars  pay  Is.  6d.  per  quarter,  whioh 
goes  towards  the  purchase  of  school  books;   he  employs  an 


ALDBIPQS  GISLS'    FBES   SCHOOL.  231 

aasistant,  whom  he  boards  and  adds  £25  per  ann.  salary.  The 
total  gross  annual  income  of  the  school  properties  is  £141. 
The  school  is  open  to  government  inspection. 


FREE  SCHOOL  FOR  GIRLS. 

There  is  a  school  also  for  girls  in  this  parish^  endowed  with 
land  producing  about  £12  a  year;  but  the  particulars  of  the 
foundation  do  not  appear  to  be  known  or  recorded.  The 
mistress  of  the  school  lets  the  land  and  receives  the  rents^  in 
consideration  of  which  she  teaches  six  girls  gratis.  There  are 
also  two  small  allotments^  one  from  Aldridge  Common,  and  the 
other  fix)m  Barr  Common.  The  original  land^  consists  of  about 
sixteen  acres. 

It  appears  that  about  fifty  years  ago,  Mr.  Dudley,  the  rector, 
made  all  the  inquiry  he  could  respecting  the  real  origin  of  this 
charity  without  success.  It  is  said,  however,  that  a  Miss 
Wheeley,  who  was  sister  to  the  parish  clerk  of  Barr,  left  the 
land,  by  will,  about  eighty  years  ago. 

The  allotment  on  Barr  Common,  is  stated  to  have  been 
included  in  another  allotment  belonging  to  Sir  Joseph  Scott, 
and  not  to  be  sufficiently  distinguished  from  it.  It  lies  near 
the  directing  post  on  the  left  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Aldridge  to  Castle  Bromwich. 


MRS.  WALKER'S  GIFT. 

An  office  copy  extract,  from  the  will  of  Mrs.  Catharine 
Walker,  was  produced,  dated  14th  July,  1756,  whereby  she 
directed,  that  her  executor  should  lay  out  the  sum  of  £100  in 
the  purchase  of  freehold  lands  or  hereditaments  of  inheritance, 
in  fee  simple,  in  England,  and  convey  and  settle  the  same,  unto 
and  upon  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
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parish  of  Aldridge,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  upon  trust, 
that  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  said  premises,  so  to  be 
purchased,  should  be,  yearly,  distributed  and  equally  divided 
by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  for  the  time  being  of  the 
said  parish,  among  ten  of  the  poorest  certificated  housekeepers; 
and  she  directed  her  executor,  until  such  purchase  should  be 
made,  to  divide  the  interest  of  the  said  £100  amongst  ten  of 
the  poorest  certificated  persons  in  Aldridge  aforesaid. 

This  legacy  is  supposed  to  have  been  invested  in  the  following 
purchase : — 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  16th  and  17th 
May,  1755,  between  John  Jackson  of  the  one  part,  and  Robert 
Dawbrie,  rector,  William  Framler,  churchwarden,  and  William 
Penn,  overseer  of  the  parish  of  Aldridge,  of  the  other  part; 
John  Jackson,  in  consideration  of  £95  granted,  bargained  and 
sold  to  Robert  Dawbrie  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  all  that 
close,  piece  or  parcel  of  land  of  him,  the  said  John  Jackson, 
then  into  two  or  more  parts  divided,  commonly  called  the  Half 
Acres,  containing  twelve  acres,  more  or  less,  lying  in  the  parish 
of  Aldridge  aforesaid,  in  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof,  and  to  pay  the  same  unto  and  amongst  such  poor 
inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Aldridge,  called  the 
township  of  Aldridge,  as  should  have  most  necessary  occasion 
for  the  same,  and  should  not  receive  weekly  pay  from  the  said 
parish ;  and  which  said  rents  and  profits  should  be  distributed 
at  the  discretion  of  the  said  Robert  Dawbrie  and  the  church- 
warden and  overseer,  and  their  successors,  amongst  such  poor 
inhabitants  as  aforesaid  for  ever,  and  to  and  for  no  other  use 
whatever. 

The  land  so  purchased  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
parish,  and  is  let  to  John  Clark,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent 
of  £12  per  annum.     It  is  called  Poor's  Land. 

The  churchwardens  let  the  land,  and  the  present  rent,  to 
which  it  was  raised  about  11  years  ago,  is  considered  as  equal 
to  its  value.  It  was  formerly  twelve  acres,  but  is  now  ten  and  a 
half;  the  canal,  which  is  cut  through  it,  having  taken  away  the 
rest.     The  proprietors  of  the  canal  pay  for  what  they  have  thus 
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taken  away^  £1  Is.  per  aim.  to  the  tenant^  who  pays  it  over  to 
the  churchwardens. 

It  is  given  to  the  poorest  people^  with  the  largest  families^ 
on  St.  Thomas's  Day;  bnt  not  altogether^  as  was  admitted^ 
with  proper  attention  to  the  difference  of  character  and  desert ; 
a  neglect,  the  recurrence  of  which,  we  are  willing  to  hope,  the 
directions  given  by  us  may  have  some  effect  in  preventing. 

There  is  a  small  allotment  of  near  an  acre,  in  respect  of 
this  land,  on  Druids'  Heath,  held  by  Mr.  John  Profitt  for  21 
years,  at  2s.  6d.  per  an.,  in  consideration  of  his  paying  the 
expense  of  inclosing  and  cultivating  it.  The  term  is  now  near 
expiring,  having  about  two  years  to  run. 

The  annual  value  of  this  allotment  may  be  about  £1. 

There  is  also  another  allotment  on  Barr  Common,  belonging 
to  this  land,  of  1a.  1b.  6p.,  held  by  Mr.  John  Swift,  at  a  rent  of 
12s.  as  tenant  from  year  to  year.  This  land  is  considered  as 
worth  about  £1  an  acre,  and  Mr.  Swift  agrees  to  pay  this  rent 
in  future. 

These  rents  are  distributed  on  St.  Thcfmas's  Day. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Catharine  Walker,  1756,  £15    per  an.  out  of  land  called 
Half  Acres. 

Mr.  Simpkins,  10s.  per  an.  out  of  Bowen  meadows. 
Thomas  Harrison,  10s.  per  an.  out  of  Middlemore  Croft. 
Thomas  Cooper,  10s.  per  an«  out  of  Long  Lee,  at  Walsall. 
John  Harrison,  10s.  per  an.  out  of  White  Quales. 
All  these  are  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's  day  to  the  poor. 

Thomas  Cox,  £5  per  an.  out  of  lands  at  Aldridge,  to  the 
poor  on  Candlemas  Day.     ^ 

John  Cox,  5s.  per  an.  out  of  land  called  Dethick*^  Croft  and 
Heathy  Leasowes,  to  the  poor  on  Gtood  Friday. 

—  Twyford,  £2  per  an.  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  £2  to  the  j 
poor,  on  Good  Friday. 
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Elizabeth  Thompson,  interest  on  £5,  for  poor  persons,  on 
Good  Friday. 

Thomas  Latham^  1807,  two  guineas  for  20  poor  women,  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day  :  2s.  of  it  to  the  parish  clerk  for  distributing. 
Received  &om  land  at  Whittington,  called  Novington. 

Thomas  Davill,  of  Stoke  Golding,  1695,  26s.  out  of  lands  in 
Bosty-lane,  distributed  weekly  in  bread  to  six  poor  men  or  wo- 
men at  church,  for  three  Sundays  only  to  each  successive  six. 

Rev.  John  Jordan,  1761,  10s.  per  an.  to  buy  Bibles  and 
Prayer-books,  to  be  given  on  Easter  Monday  to  poor  children 
usually  attending  service.  Also,  12s.  in  bread  to  the  poor  on 
St.  Thomas's  Day. 

An  old  estate  was  left  for  the  benefit  of  the  clerk  of  the 
jj^sh  church  of  Aldridge.  It  consists  of  about  nine  acres  of 
old  inclosed  land,  one  part  at  Aldridge  pool,  with  a  house,  and 
the  other  part  in  Aldridge,  with  two  houses.  These  are  let  at 
about  £26  per  annum,  which  the  clerk  receives. 
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WHITTINGTON. 


Whittinoton  is  a  large  village,  tliree  miles  east  of  Lichfield, 
with  800  inhabitants,  and  3,000  acres  of  land.  Lichfield  races 
are  held  here  on  a  heath  of  338  acres. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  26th  March,  1741,  Sarah  Neal  of 
Lichfield,  widow,  conveyed  to  Theophilns  Levett  and  two 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage,  house,  or 
tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  then  divided  into  two  dwell- 
ings, situate  in  Whittington,  together  with  the  bam  and  croft 
thereto  adjoining,  being  the  comer  house  where  the  lane  crosses 
by  the  blacksmith's  shop  there,  and  all  bams,  &c.,  upon  trust, 
that  they  and  their  respective  heirs  should  for  ever  thereafter 
permit  the  minister  of  the  parish  of  Whittington  for  the  time 
being,  and  his  successors,  together  with  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  parish,  and  their  successors,  for  the  time 
being,  to  demise  the  house  and  premises  at  the  most  improved 
rent  that  could  be  got  for  the  same ;  and  out  of  such  rents 
should,  in  the  first  place,  keep  the  house  and  buildings  in  good 
repair,  and  should  apply  the  residue  of  the  rents,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  they  or  the  majority,  whereof  the  said  minister  to  be 
one,  should  think  proper,  to  some  person,  either  man  or  woman, 
as  they  should  choose  and  fix  npon,  to  teach  such  and  so  many 
poor  ohildren  of  the  same  pariah  to  read  English,  and  learn 
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the  catecliism  according  to  the  rudiments  of  the  church  of 
England,  as  they  or  the  majority  of  them,  whereof  the  minister 
to  be  one,  should  from  time  to  time  fix  upon  and  appoint,  or  in 
buying  good  books,  if  they  should  think  proper,  to  be  given 
away  to  such  poor  children  in  the  parish  as  they  should  from 
time  to  time  agree  upon,  with  power  to  the  minister,  church- 
wardens, and  overseers,  or  the  majority,  whereof  the  minister 
to  be  one,  to  displace  and  remove  such  schoolmaster  or  school- 
mistress and  children,  and  directions  that  in  their  nomination 
of  the  children,  due  regard  should  be  had  to  such  whose  parents 
were  poor  and  were  the  greatest  objects  of  charity. 

Afterwards,  by  her  will,  dated  29th  December,  1747,  she 
directed  that  the  master  or  mistress  who  taught  school  in  her 
house,  at  Whittington,  might  live  in  one  end  of  the  house,  and 
after  giving  various  legacies,  bequeathed  all  the  residue  of  her 
personal  estate  to  Philip  Pargiter  and  John  Hartwell,  in  trust, 
to  lay  out  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands  and  tenements,  and 
to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  as  follows ;  10s.  a  year  in 
repairing  the  schoolhouse ;  14s.  a  year  more  towards  finding 
coals  for  the  schoolhouse ;  4s.  for  buying  eight  sixpenny  loaves, 
to  be  distributed  yearly,  on  St.  Thomas' s-day,  amongst  the  poor 
housekeepers  at  Whittington ;  and  15s.  more  to  buy  two  Bibles 
and  two  Prayer-books  yearly,  to  be  given  to  the  poor  children 
of  the  school ;  so  much  more  as  would  be  necessary  to  be  laid 
out  in  insurance  of  the  schoolhouse  from  fire ;  and  the  residue 
of  such  rents  to  be  appUed  by  her  executors  during  their  Kves, 
and  afterwards  by  the  minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers 
of  the  poor,  in  placing  out  poor  children  of  the  parish,  appren- 
tices, as  they  should  think  proper. 

The  house  conveyed  by  the  above  deed  consists  of  two 
dwellings,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster.  There 
is  also  a  garden,  the  whole  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  school- 
master, except  a  small  part,  which  goes  with  the  other  dwelling. 

Mr.  Levett's  Gift. 

There  is  also  belonging  to  this  charity  a  sum  of  £288  ISs.  9d. 
three  per  cent  consols,  purchased  with  a  legacy  of  £200  left  by 
the  will  of  the  Reverend  Richard  Levett,  dated  12th  December, 
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1800^  to  his  executor,  Thomas  Leyett,  in  trust,  to  be  laid  out  in 
a  proper  fund,  and  the  interest  to  be  appUed  to  the  school,  one 
moiety  of  it  to  be  paid  annually  to  the  schoolmaster  for  his  own 
use,  the  other  moiety  to  be  equally  divided;  one  part  to  be  laid 
out  in  the  repairs  and  improvements  of  the  school-house,  and 
the  other  part  to  be  given  in  books  and  writing  utensils  to  the 
scholars.  This  stock  was  bought  in  the  names  of  Thomas 
Levett,  senior  (now  dead),  thei  Rev.  Thomas  Levett,  junior, 
William  Smith,  and  Thomas  White,  who  executed  a  declaration 
of  trust,  dated  Ist  July,  1803. 

The  present  master,  John  Bircher  (who  writes  with  his 
left  hand),  teaches  ten  boys  free,  the  remainder  pay  from  8d.  to 
6d.  per  week.  He  lives  rent  free,  and  receives  £4  a-year  for 
the  other  house,  and  £4  6s.  a-year  from  the  funded  property  as 
interest;  the  other  moiety  of  this  interest  is  devoted  to  the 
repairs  of  the  property,  and  the  purchase  of  books,  &c.,  for  the 
boys.  In  the  third  quarter  of  1859,  his  fees  fr^m  the  non-free 
boys  were  £3  19s.  6d.,  making  at  the  rate  of  £24  5s.  6d«  per 
annum  in  the  whole. 


GENERAL  CHARmES. 

Wightwick's  Charity. — ^Matthew  Wightwick,  1650,  left 
ten  shillings  per  an.  for  the  poor,  to  be  distributed  every  Good 
Friday,  out  of  a  house  and  land  at  Hoppas. 

Dkakin's  Chabitt. — ^Humphrey  Deakin,  14  Charles  I.,  left 
ten  shillings  per  an.  out  of  a  meadow  called  Rakemore,  to  the 
poor  on  St.  Thomas's  Day. 

An  unknown  Donor  left  the  rent  of  land,  called  Gib 
Meadow,  for  the  poor;  this  land  was  exchanged  for  a  piece 
called  Hedimore  Field,  and  brings  in  £3  per  annum. 


2? 


238 


RtJGELEY. 


RuQBLEY — ^anciently  Eidqbley — ^is  the  largest  town  in  the 
Cuttlestone  Hundred;  the  parish  contauis  about  4000  souls^ 
and  embraces  7000  acres  of  land.  A  family  of  the  name  of 
Rugeley  once  were  possessors  of  this  town,  one  of  whom,  Simon 
Rugeley,  was  high  sheriflF  of  the  county,  in  the  time  of  Edward 
the  m,  and  another  of  the  family  was  at  the  same  time  one  of 
the  knights  of  the  shire. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

An  office  copy  of  an  inquisition,  taken  under  a  commission 
for  charitable  uses,  dated  1st  April,  1662,  states  that  one  Walter 
Wolseley,  late  of  Wolseley,  in  the  county  of  StaflFord,  on  the  6th 
day  of  June,  8th  Jac.  I.,  was  seized  in  fee  in  trust  for  the  main- 
tenance of  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  scholars  at  Rugeley,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  of  and  in  the  messuages,  lands,  and 
hereditaments  following,  in  the  parish  of  Rugeley,  viz.,  one 
messuage,  bam  and  backside,  seven  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in 
a  field  called  Hodgley ;  nine  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in  Church- 
field  ;  nine  butts  or  sellions  of  land  in  Upfield ;  one  day's  work 
and  a  half  of  land  in  Bumdhill,  all  which  butts  and  sellions  con- 
tain in  the  whole  about  seven  days'  work  of  land  and  a  half; 
half  an  acre  of  meadow  ground  in  Broad  meadow ;  and  one 
ground  called  the  Moor,  containing  two  days'  work  and  a  half, 
or  thereabouts,  all  which  were  then  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
£5  6s.  lOd. ;  and  one  cottage  in  Rugeley,  with  a  bam  and  back- 
side; three  butts  or  sellions  in  Hodgley;  four  butts  or  seUions 
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in  Chnrclifield;  one  little  parcel  of  land  in  Upfield^  containing 
in  the  whole  abont  two  daya*  work  of  land^  of  the  clear  yearly 
valne  of  ICs. ;  and  one  cottage  in  Ungeley^  bam^  and  backside^ 
eight  bntts  or  oeUions  in  Hodgley^  and  six  in  Ghnrchfield,  con- 
taining in  the  whole  abont  three  days'  work  of  land,  of  the  clear 
yearly  valne  of  25s. ;  one  messuage  or  bam,  and  three  bntts 
or  seUions  in  Hodgley,  fonrteen  in  Chnrchfield,  and  eight 
in  Upfield,  containing  in  the  whole  seven  days'  work  and 
a  half ;  and  half  an  acre  of  land  or  thereabouts  in  Broad 
Meadow,  of  the  dear  yearly  value  of  £55  6s. ;  a  messuage 
and  two  bams,  three  butts  or  sellions  in  Hodgley,  three  in 
Churchfield,  and  five  in  Upfield,  containing  in  the  whole  two 
days'  work  and  a  half,  or  thereabouts ;  one  little  croft  by  the 
paper  mill,  a  little  parcel  of  land  at  Wolely-lane,  another  at  Mr. 
Chetwynd's  cow  close,  one  dole  in  Broad  Meadow,  and  about 
half  an  acre  of  land  in  Ashley,  all  of  which,  except  the  parcels  of 
land  at  Wolely-lane  and  Mr.  Chetwynd's  cow  close,  together 
with  one  croft  by  the  church,  which  tiie  tenant  had  by  exchange 
for  the  two  little  parcels,  were  in  the  possession  of  John  Barr 
and  J.  Farley,  and  were  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £3 ;  one 
messuage  and  bam,  six  butts  or  sellions  in  Hodgley,  eight  in 
Churchfield,  and  four  in  Upfield,  containing  in  the  whole  about  - 
three  acres  and  one  quarter;  one  acre,  or  thereabouts,  in 
Broad  Meadow;  about  one  acre  in  a  place  called  Terke- 
shall ;  one  parcel  of  ground,  called  the  Moor,  by  Hodgley ;  two 
days'  work  of  land  or  thereabouts,  in  a  place  called  BevenghiU ; 
and  three  little  closes,  containing  in  the  whole  about  seven, 
days'  work,  in  Bumdhill ;  aU  which  last-mentioned  premises 
were  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £7  Ss.  4d.;  two  cottages 
(then  one  dwelling)  and  a  stable,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
12s.;  one  cottage,  bam  and  orchard  and  two  crofts,  situate  in 
Brereton,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  33s.  4d. ;  a  little  parcel 
of  land,  whereon  a  bam  then  stood,  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  2d. ;  one  dole  of  meadow^  in  Broad  Meadow,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Lichfield,  or  their  assigns, 
which  they  hold  in  satisfaction  for  the  tithe  of  nine  other  doles 
there,  and  hereinbefore  severally  mentioned,  being  part  of  the 
school-lands,  aU  which  were  situate  in  Bugeley  and  Brereton, 
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or  both,  or  one  of  them ;  and  one  close  or  pasture  in  Brereton, 
called  Neethlade,  of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  20s.  And  the 
inquisition  further  states,  that  Walter  Wolsley,  on  the  6th  day 
of  June,  1662,  by  indenture  dated  on  that  day,  enfeoffed  Sir 
Walter  Aston,  and  four  others,  of  the  premises  commonly 
called  the  school-lands  of  Rugeley,  to  hold  to  them  their  heirs 
and  assigns  for  ever.  And  the  jurors  by  the  inquisition  find, 
that  the  feofiment  was  made  in  trust  for  the  perpetual  salary 
and  use  and  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  of 
scholars  fix)m  time  to  time  for  ever,  at  Rugeley  aforesaid, 
according  to  a  former  trust  in  him  reposed ;  and  they  find  that 
all  the  said  trustees  were  dead,  and  that  Philip  Weston,  Esq., 
was  heir  of  the  survivor;  and  further,  that  several  sums  of 
money  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  respective  tenants,  which 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  use  of  the  school. 

The  decree,  founded  upon  the  inquisition,  is  dated  1st  April, 
1662,  whereby  the  commissioners  decreed,  that  the  messuages 
and  hereditaments  in  the  inquisition  mentioned,  should  firom 
thenceforth  be  employed  for  the  salary  and  maintenance  of  an 
able  schoolmaster  to  teach  scholars  at  Rugeley,  and  that  a 
feoffment  should  be  made  by  Philip  Weston  of  the  premises  to 
Sir  Edward  Bagot  and  eight  others,  and  their  heirs,  in  trust 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  which  trustees  should  be  empowered 
to  name  and  appoint  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  to 
pay  his  wages,  and  to  dispose  of  the  premises  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid ;  and  that  the  surviving  trustees,  or  heirs  of  the 
survivor  of  them,  should  from  time  to  time  make  new  feoff- 
ments of  the  premises  for  maintaining  the  charitable  use,  and 
that  the  tenants  should  pay  all  arrears  of  rents  to  the  trustees. 

By  a  subsequent  indenture,  dated  17th  November,  1710,  it 
appears  that  Philip  Weston,  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Weston, 
Esq.,  deceased,  late  son  and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Weston,  knight, 
in  obedience  to  the  above-mentioned  decree,  conveyed  the 
messuages,  lands  and  hereditaments  called  the  School  Lands, 
situate  in  Rugeley  and  Brereton,  or  elsewhere  in  [the  county  of 
Stafford,  as  described  in  a  schedule  therein  annexed,  to  the  use 
of  Sir  Edward  Bagot  and  seven  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
in  trust,  to  employ  the  issues  and  profits  as  in  the  inquisition 
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mentioned ;  and  npon  fiiTther  trost^  tliat  when  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three  persons^  such  persons  should 
make  a  feoffinent  of  the  premises  to  eight  other  persons  of 
quality  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bugeley^  for  the  continuance 
of  the  charity. 

The  trust  has  been  regularly  brought  down  by  conveyances 
containing  provisions  similar  to  those  in  the  above-mentioned 
deed^  by  which  the  premises  were  conveyed  to  trustees^  their 
survivors. 

By  the  schedule  to  the  indenture,  dated  17th  November, 
1710,  the  quantity  of  land  belonging  to  the  school  is  stated  to 
be  43a.  3b.  If. 

About  a  century  ago,  some  alteration  took  place  in  some 
parts  of  the  property,  which  lay  scattered  in  open  fields,  under 
a  general  deed  of  arrangement,  among  the  proprietors  of  the 
lands  in  those  fields,  by  which  the  dispersed  parcels  were  ex- 
changed for  others,  and  equivalent  quantities  brought  together 
for  the  more  convenient  enjoyment  of  the  property.  In  the  year 
1773,  a  survey  was  made  of  the  school-lands,  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Wyatt,  a  surveyor,  from  which  it  appears,  that  the  total  quan- 
tity was  at  that  time  50a.  1b.  14p.,  and  the  yearly  value 
£81  7s.  6d. 

By  a  subsequent  survey  and  valuation  made  in  1809,  by 
Joseph  Armishaw,  a  surveyor,  the  quantity,  including  the  [sites 
of  buildings  and  gardens,  which  had  not  been  included  by  Mr. 
Wyatt,  was  found  to  amount  to  51a.  3b.  5p.  and  the  annual 
value  was  taken  at  £262  8s.  S^d.  In  the  year  1781,  an 
exchange  was  effected  between  the  late  Lord  Curzon,  then 
Ashton  Curzon,  Esq.,  and  the  trustees  of  the  school,  by  a  deed 
dated  17th  November,  in  that  year,  whereby  the  trustees  con- 
veyed to  him  four  parcels  of  land,  amounting  to  7a.  and  6p. 
and  received  from  him  three  other  pieces,  containing  6a.  2b.  31p. 
In  the  recital  of  the  deed  it  is  expressed,  that  the  lands  so 
received  in  exchange  were  in  quantity  only  deficient  1a.  and  15p. 
but  were  far  superior  to  those  given  in  exchange,  not  only  in 
quality,  value  and  convenience,  the  same  lying  near  together, 
but  also  on  account  of  several  fine  and  straight  oak  trees  grow- 
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ing  thereon.  In  the  minnte  book  of  the  tmsteea  is  an  entiy^ 
dated  23rd  January^  1810^  to  the  following  effect^  viz. ;  it 
haying  been  represented  to  the  meetings  that  about  thirty  years 
ago^  part  of  the  trost-estate  was  exchanged  with  Lord  Curzon^ 
it  was  ordered  that  the  same  should  be  investigated,  and  that 
Mr.  Lane,  Mr.  Lister,  and  Mr.  Chetwynd,  should  be  requested 
to  make  such  investigation;  and  that  the  referees,  having 
viewed  the  premises  so  exchanged,  reported  that  the  exchange 
had  been  made  materially  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity,  and 
the  trustees  at  the  meeting  confirmed  the  exchange. 

The  deed  so  produced,  had,  it  seems,  been  missing,  and  the 
trustees  not  knowing  what  had  been  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  exchange,  and  wishing  to  obtain  some  information  on 
the  subject,  ordered  the  survey  to  be  made. 

There  were  some  trees  upon  the  land  so  taken  in  exchange, 
among  which  were  three  or  four  of  considerable  size. 

There  was  also  some  timber  on  the  other  lands.  At  the 
time  of  the  survey,  in  1810,  the  timber  was  valued,  by  Mr. 
Armishaw,  at  £221  6s.  9d. ;  after  that  £50  worth  was  cut  down, 
and  the  produce  applied,  together  with  £150  from  the  school 
fimds,  towards  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  school-house. 
Some  falls  were  subsequently  made  for  repairs,  but  not  to  any 
great  amount. 


PAETICULAKS  OF  AN  ESTATE,  SITUATED  AT  RUGELEI, 
in  the  County  of  Stafford,  bdongiiig  to  Eogeley  Free  School 

A.  B.  p.      A.    B.  p. 

Hodgley 1    1  14 

In  Broad  Meadow  0    18 

In        ditto 0    0  26 

In        ditto 0   0  36 

In        ditto 0    2  14 

In  Ashley  Meadow 0   0  20 

In  Forater's  Piece  0    0  36 

2    333 

House  and  garden  0    0  29 

Stable  in  Whilton's  yard   

Church  field  piece   1    3  16 
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iu    B.  P.       ▲«    lU  F. 

School-house  croft  and  gaidens......... ....»..'...  13    4 

Near  HoBgary  Hill 2  1  20 

Far    ditto    ditto 3  0    4 

FarHodgley 3  2  16 

Hodgley 0  3  23 

Church  field , 1  0  30 

Far  Moor , 3  18 

Upfield  Oate  Barker's  trosteea) 0  3  23 

Upfidd  ditto  3  0  28 

Church  field 1  1  14 

Ditto  or  Ottey's  piece 13    0 

22    1    9 

House   0   0 17 

House  and  garden  ^ 0   0  27 

Bam  and  stable  (late  Hill)    

PeasNook 1    0  26 

Little  Park  0    0  36 

1    1  22 

Brick-kiln  piece   4   1  27 

Mosaley  Bridge  Field 2    2  16 

InTurkeysall  12   0 

8    2    3 

Garden 

House  and  garden , 0    15 

House  (late  Hollom^  • .,..')       n    1    A 

Garden  and  outbuimmgs    « y      ^    J-    o 

InBuznotile 1    1  20 

BavenhiU  piece |     q   0  21 

Upper  ditto  and  EJck  yard 10    8 

2    2   5 

Long  dose 1    1  14 

Little  aoee 0    2  30 

2    0   4 

The  Moor 2   3   4 

House,  garden,  and  shop  ,•., 

Churchfidd 12    8 

Cottage 

Blackflmith's  shop  and  garden 0   1  22 

Cottage  and  croft ^.•....•. 0    3  35 

House  and  garden , ••...     0   0  14 

Ditto       ditto        0   0    6 

House  and  croft • » •..«     0    3    1 

InUpfield , .110 

51    3    6 
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Besides  the  foregoing^  there  ore  the  school-house  premises 

and  other  lands^  valued  at  £85  13s.     In  1823^  the  total  annual 

value  of  the  property  was  £317  17s.  6d. :   it  is  now  £343,  be- 

•  sides  the  schoolmaster's  residence  and  grounds,  which,  if  added 

to  his  profits  on  his  five  boarders,  would  reach  £500  per  ann. 

It  appears  by  a  paper  found  among  the  school  documents, 
that  before  Mr.  Wyatt's  valuation  in  1773,  which  amounted  to 
£81'  7s.  6d.,  the  rent  of  the  school  lands  was  £81  12s.,  under 
which  valuation  the  land  continued  to  be  let  till  1809,  when  it 
was  re- valued  by  Mr.  Armishaw,  since  which  the  rents  have 
occasionally  varied. 

Mr.  Landor,  the  solicitor  of  the  trustees,  collects  the  rents, 
and  pays  them  over  to  the  master.  There  is  no  ftinded  pro- 
perty, nor  have  there  been  any  benefactions  to  the  school, 
except  the  sum  of  £100,  which  was  left  by  Walter  Landor,  Esq. 
of  Eugeley,  by  his  will,  dated  7th  June,  1703,  to  be  laid  out 
in  building  a  school-house,  and  which  money,  it  is  presumed, 
was  applied  accordingly  to  that  purpose. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a  house,  with  a  school-room 
adjoining.  The  former  master,  the  Rev.  John  Clarke,  added 
considerably  to  the  back  of  the  house,  and  built  an  additional 
storey.  He  also  built  the  additional  school-room,  and  a  stable, 
coach-house,  and  other  outbuildings;  in  which  various  im- 
provements, he  represented  that  he  had  expended  £1,500, 
including  the  £200  before  mentioned  to  have  been  allowed  by 
the  trustees. 

The  £150  allowed  for  repairs,  as  before  mentioned,  out  of 
the  school  funds,  besides  the  £50  received  for  the  timber,  arose 
in  the  following  way : — 

The  increased  rents  took  place  from  Lady-day,  1810.  Mr. 
Parkins  continued  head  master  till  Michaelmas,  1810.  From 
Michaelmas,  1810,  he  continued  to  teach  the  boys  till  the 
Christmas  of  the  same  year ;  his  pemsion,  which  it  had  been 
agreed  to  allow  him,  was  £120  a  year,  being  understood  to 
commence  from  Michaelmas,  1810.  Mr.  Clarke^s  salary  as 
head  master  commenced  from  Lady-day,  1811.  Out  of  the  rent 
that  accrued  between  Lady-day,  1810,  and  Lady-day,  1811, 
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Mr.  Parkins  was  paid  the  proportions  of  his  salary  to  Michael- 
mas^ 1810^  and  the  amount  of  his  pension  afterwards^  and  £150^ 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Clarke^  towards  the  repairs  of  the  school ; 
what  residue  there  was^  was  laid  out  in  law  expenses  for  the 
new  trust,  and  the  survey  and  other  sundries  which  were 
brought  to  account. 

Before  the  appointment  of  the  trustees  in  1810,  there  were 
no  rules  and  orders  for  the  management  of  this  school,  exdiBpt 
an  agreement,  dated  4th  July,  1772,  and  stated  to  have  been 
made  '^  at  a  meeting  of  the  feo£fees  of  the  free  grammar  school 
at  Bugeley,  for  choosing  a  master  to  the  school,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Godwin,  deceased,^'  by  which  it  was  agreed,  1st. — ^That 
the  person  appointed  master,  should  enter  into  a  bond  .to  quit 
the  school  quietly  on  proper  notice  being  given  him  by  the 
feoffees,  on  complaint  being  made  of  neglect  of  duty  in  the  care 
and  instruction  of  the  boys,  if  on  examination  such  complaint 
should  appear  to  them  to  be  well  founded.  2nd. — ^That  the 
master  should  by  himself  and  his  assistant  or  assistants,  teach 
the  scholars  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  3rd. — That  he 
should  instruct  them  in  Latin  and  Greek,  and  ground  them  well 
in  the  rudiments  of  both  those  languages.  4th. — ^That  such 
boys  whose  parents  should  choose  to  have  them  stay  at  Bugeley 
school  to  complete  their  education,  should  be  carefully  brought 
forward  in  the  classics,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  enter  at  either 
of  the  universities,  properly  qualfied.  5th. — That  great  care  be 
taken  of  their  morals,  and  a  due  and  constant  regard  had  in 
explaining  the  principles  of  the  christian  religion,  conformably 
to  the  practice  of  the  established  Church  of  England. 

This  agreement  was  signed  by  Paul  Parkins,  who  was  then 
elected  master. 

The  succeeding  master  was  required  to  enter  into  a  bond  on 
receiving  his  appointment,  for  the  due  observance  of  certain 
rules  expressed  in  the  condition,  which  were  to  the  following 
effect : — ^That  he,  John  Clarke,  should  resign  his  appointment 
of  n:iaBter,  and  quit  the  school-house  and  appurtenances,  and 
deliver  up  to  the  trustees  or  their  agent,  the  possession  of  all 
the  lands  and  hereditaments  which  he  might  hold,  belonging 
to  the  school  or  to  the  trustees,  on  being  discharged  there* 

2o 
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from  by  a  majority  of  the  trustees  present  at  any  general 
meeting,  for  immorality,  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  sufficient 
cause  of  complaint  (the  same  being  first  duly  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  majority) ;  but  to  be  allowed  to  re- 
main three  months  in  the  school  after  having  received  notice 
(or  the  same  being  left  at  the  school-house)  of  his  being  so 
discharged.  That  he  should  instruct  the  boys  entitled  to  the 
beribfit  of  the  school,  either  by  himself  or  his  assistant  or 
assistants,  in  the  English,  Latin,  and  Greek  languages^ 
geography,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  free  of  experise,  and  should 
regularly  preside  in  the  school  during  the  usual  school  hours, 
and  read  prayers  every  day  in  the  school  in  the  presence  of  the 
boys,  at  eight  o'clock  in  summer,  and  at  nine  in  winter.  That 
he  should  not  take  more  than  twenty  boarders  at  any  one  time, 
without  the  consent  in  writing,  of  a  majority  of  the  visitors  and 
trustees  present  at  a  general  meeting.  That  the  strictest 
attention  should  be  paid  by  him  to  the  morals  and  religious 
principles  of  the  boys  under  his  care,  who  should  be  educated 
agreebly  to  the  doctrines  of  the  established  Church  of  England. 
That  he  should  not  absent  himself  from  the  duties  of  his  situa- 
tion, except  during  the  usual  vacation,  without  the  consent,  in 
writing,  of  three  of  the  visitors  and  trustees. 

Besides  these  regulations,  comprised  in  the  condition  of  the 
bond,  it  was  agreed  that  the  boys  should  not  be  admitted  before 
seven  years  of  age,  and  that  the  children  of  any  inhabitants  of 
Eugeley,  whether  parishioners  or  not,  should  be  admissable. 

There  are  now  (1860),  25  day-boys  on  the  foundation,  and 

t       five  boarders,  who  receive  their  education  entirely  free  from 

expense,  except  that  the  master  requires,  half-yearly,  from  each 

boy  Is.,  as  a  compensation  for  the  use  of  pens,  ink,  coal>  and 

candles,  which  he  supplies  himself.     These  boys  are  instructed 

F  in  Greek,  Latin,  English,  geography,  writing,  and  arithmetic, 

.    or  any  such  of  these  branches  of  instruction  as  the  parents  may 

'    choose. 

An  old  paper  exists,  dated  January,  1731,  which  purports 
to  be  a  remonstrance  ag^nst  the  plan  of  the  then  master  to 
exclude  the  teaching  of  English  from  the  school,  entitled,  ^^  A 
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brief  and  plain  state  of  the  case  relating  to  the  Rugeley  Free 
School,  as  it  was  threescore  years  ago,  and  continued  down  to 
this  time,  during  which  four  schoolmasters  have  successively 
resided  there,  all  of  university  education,  who  have  all  of  them 
taught  English  in  the  school;  even  this  present  schoolmaster 
for  the  first  half-year,  though,  since  that  time,  he  has  denied  so 
to  teach/* 

The  first  document  in  possession  of  the  trustees,  in  which 
the  school  is  denominated  a  free  grammar  school,  is  the  agree- 
ment above-mentioned,  of  the  4th  July,  1772. 

This  school  at  present  is  in  a  far  from  satisfactory  state, 
looking  at  the  large  income  and  the  premises  that  the  head 
master,  the  Rev.  Edward  Rogers  Ktman,  enjoys.     He  has  but    ^ 
25  free  boys  on  the  foundation. 

This  is  a  true  specimen  of  the  system  condemned  by  Canon 
Sidney  Smith,  in  his  essay  on  professional  education,  viz. : — 
''  The  English  clergy,  in  whose  hands  education  entirely  rests, 
bring  up  the  first  youth  of  the  country  as  if  they  were  all  to  keep 
grammar  schools  in  little  country  tovms.  They  fancy  that  mental 
exertion  must  produce  religious  scepticism,  and  to  preserve  the 
principles  of  their  pupils  they  confine  them  to  the  safe  and  elegant 
imbecility  of  classical  learning.  A  great  classical  scholar  is  an 
ornament,  and  an  important  acquisition  to  his  country ;  hut  in 
a  place  of  education  we  should  give  to  all  hnmuledge  an  equal 
chance  for  distinction,  and  trust  to  the  varieties  of  human  dispo- 
sition that  every  science  worth  cultivation  would  be  cultivated.*' 

The  standing  evil  here,  and  in  many  places,  is  a  prepon- 
derance of  classical  teaching  in  a  town  where  children  are 
intcmded  for  trade.  Besides  this,  at  Rugeley,  the  head  master 
is  incumbent  of  Pipe  Ridware,  which  must  necessarily  interfere 
with  a  proper  devotion  to  his  duties  as  schoolmaster.  In  oppo- 
sition to  this  view  the  subjoined  report  laments  that  the  classics 
are  not  sufficiently  required  to  be  taught  by  the  boys*  parents. 

''To    THB    TbUSTXES    01   THX    RUOELET    Fb£E  GhAMMAB  ScHOOL. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

"  After  an  inteiral  of  three  years  I  have  again,  at  your  request,  examined  the 
several  classes  of  the  Rugeley  Grammar  School 
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"  It  might  not  unnaturally  be  expected  that  I  should  be  able  to  give  an  opinion 
as  to  the  progress  of  the  institution  and  the  improvement  of  the  boys,  by  com- 
paring what  I  find  at  present,  with  what  I  recollect,  or  gather  from  my  notes, 
respecting  the  examinations  of  former  years.  This,  however,  I  am  prevented 
from  doing  by  several  circumstances. 

"There  is,  for  instance,  first  of  all,  the  fact  that  of  the  thirty  boys,  whom  I 
examined  on  Tuesday  last,  not  more  than  ten  were  in  the  school,  when  I  visited 
it  before. 

",It  is  also  very  apparent  that  the  general  character  of  the  instruction  given  in 
the  school  has  taken  a  rather  different  direction,  having  (no  doubt  in  accordance 
with  the  known  wishes  of  the  parents  of  the  boys)  assumed  more  of  a  commercial, 
and  less  of  a  classical,  nature.  This  is  not  only  shewn  by  the  fact  that,  whereas 
in  1856  there  were  six  boys  belonging  to  the  day  school  examined  by  me  in  Greek, 
^  thisyear  there  was  only  one;  but  it  is  also  manifest  throughout.  Looking  at  the 
professed  object  of  the  school,*  and  bearing  in  mind  the  remarks  which  I  took 
the  liberty  of  making  in  my  former  reports,  /  cannot  but  express  my  regret  thai 
this  should  be  the  case.  I  must,  however,  recollect  that  I  am  writing,  not  as  a 
trustee,  but  as  an  examiner ;  and  in  that  capacity  I  can  (without  further  reference 
to  my  previous  acquaintance  with  the  school)  speak  very  decidedly  in  praise  of 
what  I  have  seen  and  heard  this  year. 

"In  the  case  of  the  only  boy,  whose  education  is  carried  into  aU  the  branches 
that  are  requisite  to  "  qualify  him  (to  quote  an  expression  from  one  of  your  own 
documents)  for  entering  at  one  of  the  Universities,"  evidence  has  been  given, 
not  only  of  his  own  industry  and  attention,  but  also  of  the  ability  and  care  qf 
those  who  have  instructed  him,-\  so  as  to  shew  plainly  how  they  could  instruct 
others  also  for  the  same  object.  With  respect  to  the  boys  whose  future  career 
appears  to  be  intended  to  take  a  different  course,  equal  pains  have  manifestly  been 
taken,  and  for  the  most  part,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  The  Latin,  as  far  as 
it  is  learnt,  has  been  well  and  soundly  taught.  History,  both  sacred  and  profane, 
is  (considering  the  ages  of  the  boys)  intelligently  remembered.  The  knowledge 
of  geography  is  remarkably  good  throughout  the  school,  and  the  drawing  of  maps 
from  memory  is  very  creditable.  Arithmetic  and  mathematics  appear  to  be 
taught  with  due  regard  to  a  thorough  understanding  of  their  principles.  The 
general  behaviour  of  the  boys  and  the  discipline  of  the  school  are  highly  com- 
mendable. 

"  In  awarding  the  prizes  for  this  year,  I  beg  to  suggest  that  the  first  should  be 
given  to  Armishaw,  for  classics,  and  the  second  also  to  him  for  mathematics  and 

*  The  Charity  Commissionen  (Report  of  18S3)  mnark  l*j  oppoetlon  to  this— '<  At  preaent 
there  are  only  three  who  receive  olaoaical  instraotioD.  If  we  look  to  the  practice  of  this 
institution  it  will  appear  nerer  to  hare  been  conducted  atrioUy  upon  the  principlea  of  a 
grammar  school. 

•f  What  a  mockery.!  one  boy  and  two  masters,  with  a  rent  free  boose  and  groonds,  and 
tboat  £^iR  per  annum  income.  Oh !  what "  ability  "—  Ob !  what  "  care  of  those  who  have  in- 
structed bim." 
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general  improrement.  The  rest  I  would  assign  as  follows :— Farrant  and  Pitman, 
for  Latin  and  general  progress ;  Boycott,  for  arithmetic  and  geography ;  Gilman, 
for  arithmetic  and  history;  Seed,  for  Latin  and  history;  Kitchener,  primns,  for 
arithmetic;  Marsh  and  Pugh,  secnndus,  for  general  progress  and  intelligence. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  lords  and  gentlemen, 
"Tour  obedient  servant, 

"P.  8.  BOLTON, 

"  Perpetnal  Curate  of  Salt, 
"  Salt  Parsonage,  "  Formerly  Fellow  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge. 

Dec.  9, 1859." 

What  did  Sir  Charles  Ljell  say  on  this  head^  when  examined 
by  the  Oxford  University  Comniission?  (page  122  of  their  re- 
port) : — "  A  school  (I  speak  from  experience)  may  consist  of 
about  eighty  boys^  taken  from  the  higher  and  middle  classes^  of 
whom  seventy-Jive  are  never  intended  for  the  universities^  being 
unable  to  afford  to  be  occupied  with  Greek  and  Latin  beyond 
the  ages  from  thirteen  to  sixteen.  The  head  master^  a  graduate 
of  Oxford,  models  his  plan  of  instruction/or  all  the  pupils  in  such 
a  way  as  will  tell  best  on  preparing  those  five  favoured  youths 
to  cut  a  figure  at  the  university.  He  is  ambitious  that  some  of 
these  pupils  should  carry  off  scholarships,  or  gain  first-class  or 
other  prizes,  because  their  success  will  reflect  credit  on  his 
school.  The  parents  of  flle  other  seventy-five  boys  may  wish 
for  the  introduction  of  the  modem  languages,  or  the  elements  of 
physic  aod  natural  history,  or  some  modem  literature,  hut  they 
rmist  submit  to  he  ruled  hy  the  standard  set  up  at  Oxford/^ 

Let  us  look  back.  The  late  master,  the  Rev.  Thos.  Bonney, 
also  incumbent  of  Pipe  Bidware,  had  as  many  as  45  free  boys, 
11  day  scholars,  and  20  boarders,  with  a  less  revetiue  from  the 
foundation.  Why  do  not  the  trustees  appoint  a  good 
commercial  master,  who,  at  the  same  time,  should  under- 
stand the  classics;  and  why  not  also  appoint  an  able 
assistant?  This  would  aHow  the  present  head  master  to 
devote  himself  solely  to  his  incumbency  at  Pipe  Bidware,  and 
enable  the  parishioners  to  get  a  free  commercial  education  for 
their  sons, — their  undoubted  right.  The  endowment  and  the 
requirements  of  the  day  demand  this  at  the  hands  of  the 
trustees. 
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The  following  is  the  list  of  trustees  : — ^The  Earl  of  Lichfield^ 
Marquis  of  Anglesey,  Lord  Bagot,  Earl  Shrewsbury,  Josiah 
Spode,  Esq.,  James  Gardner,  Esq.,  Walter  John  Lander,  Esq., 
Bev.  Thomas  Dinham  Atkinson,  Rev.  J.  E.  Wetherall. 


BAMFORD'S  SCHOOL : 

With  Maby  Jenks's  Chabity,  and  John  Riley^s  Donation. 

John  Bamford,  by  his  will,  dated  11th  February,  1733,  gave 
to  Theophilus  Levett,  of  Lichfield,  gentleman,  and  Michael 
Robinson,  of  the  Old  Wood,  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  gentleman, 
£400,  which  was  secured  to  him  at  interest,  by  two  mortgages 
upon  the  estate  of  Matthew  Lamb,  and  Ruth  his  wife,  lying 
within  the  manor  and  parish  of  Toxall,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
in  trust,  that  they  should  pay  the  interest  and  produce  thereof 
to  his  wife  for  life ;  and  after  her  decease  he  gave  the  sum  of 
£400  and  all  interest  arising  therefrom,  to  Theophilus  Levett 
and  Michael  Robinson,  and  to  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  to- 
gether with  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of 
Rugeley,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  interest  for  the  sujrport  of  a 
free  school  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Rugeley  for  ever,  for  the 
instructing  of  sixteen  poor  boys  of  the  poorest  families  of  the 
parish  of  Rugeley,  when  they  can  spell  in  the  English  tongue, 
in  the  principles  of  religion  according  to  the  Church  of  England, 
the  church  catechism,  writing,  and  accounts,  and  until  such 
time  as  each  boy  should  be  fitly  qualified  to  be  put  out  as  an 
apprentice  to  some  trade  or  other  emplo3rmentj  and  he  ap* 
pointed  that  sixteen  boys  should  be  taught  together  in  the 
school ;  and  that  out  of  the  interest  or  produce  arising  from 
the  £400  the  schoolmaster  to  be  appointed  to  teach  the  poor 
boys,  should  receive  yearly  20s.  for  each  scholar ;  but  in  case 
it  should  happen  that  less  than  the  number  of  sixteen  boys 
should  be  taught  in  the  school  at  any  one  time,  that  then  58. 
for  each  boy  less  than  the  number  of  sixteen  should  be  deducted 
out  of  the  master's  salary,  and  kept  in  the  hands  of  his  two 
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friends^  or  the  survivor  of  them,  his  executors  or  adminis- 
trators, or  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  parish, 
until  such  time  as  a  sufficient  sum  should  be  thereby  raised 
to  put  out  a  poor  boy  of  the  parish  of  Rugeley  a  scholar 
in  the  school,  apprentice  to  some  trade  for  the  term  of 
seven  years;  and  if  the  interest  and  produce  of  the  £400 
should  yearly  amount  to  more  than  what  paid  the  master  for 
teaching  sixteen  boys,  that  then  the  overplus  thereof  should, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  and  their 
successors,  and  of  his  two  friends  and  their  successors,  to  be 
appointed  by  them  as  thereafter  mentioned,  be  employed  either 
in  buying  useful  and  necessary  books  for  such  scholars,  or  in 
placing  any  of  such  scholars  out  apprentice,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  majority  of  them,  the  vicar,  and  churchwardens,  and  trus- 
tees, for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  and  for  such  other  purposes 
for  the  benefit  of  the  charity  as  they  should  think  most 
expedient;  and  he  directed  that  his  trustees  should  keep  a 
regular  account  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  of 
the  employment  of  the  interest  money  of  the  £400,  and  of  the 
names  of  the  masters  who  should  from  time  to  time  be  employed 
in  teaching  the  school,  and  a  list  of  the  boys,  and  when  entered 
in  the  school.  He  also  directed  that  the  master  and  scholars 
should  be  appointed,  and  placed,  and  displaced  by  his  trustees, 
as  occasion  should  require ;  and  he  also  directed  that  his  two 
friends  should,  after  the  decease  of  his  wife,  or  with  her  consent, 
in  her  life  time,  purchase  lands  of  inheritance  in  their  names, 
and  settle  the  same  to  the  use  of  his  wife  for  hfe,  and  after  her 
decease,  to  and  for  the  charitable  use  by  him  before  appointed, 
upon  the  persons  and  for  the  purposes  thereby  before  declared, 
^d  for  the  due  ordering  and  disdpline  of  the  school,  he 
directed  that  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  together  with  his 
two  friends,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  on  every  1st  March, 
1st  June,  1st  September,  and  1st  December,  or  within  two  or 
three  days,  yearly  visit  the  same,  and  examine  into  the  due 
order  and  discipline  thereof,  and  hear  and  determine  such  com- 
plaints as  might  come  before  them  of  any  misbehaviour,  or 
immorality,  of  any  master  or  scholar  as  should  appear  to  have 
misbehaved;    and  he  directed  that  Theophilns  Levett  and 
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Michael  Robinson,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  by  some 
deed  or  instrument  in  writing,  attested  by  two  credible  witnesses, 
appoint  two  other  persons  in  their  place  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  under  the  trust,  and  for  the 
charitable  uses  before  mentioned,  with  a  like  power  to  such 
other  two  persons,  and  so  toties  quoties  as  occasion  should 
require. 

The  money  so  bequeathed  by  the  above  will  was  laid  out  in 
land,  together  with  a  sum  of  £50  derived  under  the  will  of 
Mary  Jenks,  whose  benefaction  is  stated  upon  the  table  in  the 
church  as  follows : — "  Mrs.  Mary  Jenks,  of  this  town,  left  by 
will,  £50,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  for  ever,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens. '' 

The  purchase  deed  of  this  property  was  produced,  dated 
8th  April,  1767,  to  which  the  parties  were  William  Avame,  of 
Rugeley,  gentleman,  and  Francis  Moss,  of  Rugeley,  of  the  first 
part ;  Margaret  Holmes,  of  Rugeley,  widow,  Joseph  Riley,  of 
the  parish  of  Hamstall,  and  John  Adcock,  of  Rugeley,  execu- 
tors of  Michael  Robinson,  who  was  surviving  trustee,  named  in 
the  will  of  John  Bamford,  of  the  second  part ;  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Avame,  vicar  of  Rugeley,  and  Edward  Byrch,  of 
Rugeley,  and  William  Lyon,  churchwarden,  of  Rugeley,  of  the 
third  part ;  whereby,  reciting  the  will  of  John  Bamford,  and 
that  the  wife  of  the  testator  was  dead,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£400  had  been  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  Matthew  Lamb,  and 
Ruth,  his  wife,  and  hsid  been  since  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees 
of  the  school,  and  that  the  school  had  been  instituted  and 
carried  on  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will;  and  that 
Theophilus  Levett  and  Michael  Robinson  were  both  dead,  the 
said  Michael  Robinson  having  been  the  survivor,  who  had  by 
his  will  appointed  Joseph  Riley  and  John  Adcock  trustees  in 
his  stead,  and  appointed  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and 
John  Adcock,  his  executors ;  but  that  the  sum  of  £400  had  not 
yet  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator's  will;  and  further  reciting,  that 
Mary  Jenks,  late  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  widow,  by  her  will,  dated 
28th  September,  1750,  had  given  and  bequeathed  all  the  rest 
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and  residue  of  her  money  to  and  amongst  the  three  parishes  of 
Colwieh,  Rugeley,  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  equally  to  be  divided 
between  them^  each  share  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  each  parish,  and  by  them  placed  at  interest  on  the 
best  security  they  could  get  for  the  same^  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  at  their  discretion^  and  the  interest  thereof  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  most  necessitous  poor  there^  in 
such  manner  as  they  should  think  proper,  and  had  appointed 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bond^  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Godwin,  her  executors; 
and  further  reciting,  that  upon  an  account  settled  by  Mr.  Bond 
and  Mr.  Gro^^nn,  relating  to  the  executorship  of  Mary  Jenks, 
there  remained  in  the  executors'  hands,  after  payment  of  the 
debts  and  legacies,  and  funeral  expenses  of  the  testatrix,  and 
other  charges,  the  sum  of  £150 ;  the  sttili  of  £50,  being  the 
third  share  thereof,  having  been  long  since  paid  to  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  Rugeley,  and  by  them  placed  at  interest, 
and  the  interest  thereof  duly  applied  in  fulfilling  the  charitable 
intentions  of  the  testatrix ;  and  further  reciting,  that  it  had 
been  determined  by  the  parties  thereto,  to  lay  out  the  sum  of 
£400,  given  by  John  Bamford,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  the 
uses  of  the  charity ;  and  that  it  had  likewise  been  agreed  by 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  with  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants  in  vestry,  to  lay  out  also  the  sum  of  £50 
jointly  with  the  sum  of  £400,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  be 
conveyed  as  thereinafter  mentioned.  It  is  witnessed,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  charity  money  of  £450,  William  Avame 
(by  the  direction  of  Francis  Moss)  and  Francis  Moss  granted, 
released,  and  confirmed  to  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and 
John  Adoock,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage, 
dwelling-house,  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  at  Stock- 
well  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  in  the  county  of  Stafibrd, 
formerly  two  tenements,  then  in  one,  and  all  houses,  bams, 
gardens,  and  appurtenances,  and  also  all  those  several  closes, 
pieces,  and  parcels  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  viz.,  one 
piece  of  enclosed  land  called  Saint  Toft  Patch,  otherwise  Saint 
Toft  Spot,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  1b.,  one  other  piece 
of  land  called  Calf's  Croft,  then  or  lately  in  two  parts  divided, 
containing  by  estimation,  three  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting 

2h 
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Michael  Robinson,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  by  some 
deed  or  instrument  in  writing,  attested  by  two  credible  witnesses, 
appoint  two  other  persons  in  their  place  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  under  the  trust,  and  for  the 
charitable  uses  before  mentioned,  with  a  like  power  to  such 
other  two  persons,  and  so  toties  quoties  as  occasion  should 
require. 

The  money  so  bequeathed  by  the  above  will  was  laid  out  in 
land,  together  with  a  sum  of  £50  derived  under  the  will  of 
Mary  Jenks,  whose  benefaction  is  stated  upon  the  table  in  the 
church  as  follows : — "  Mrs.  Mary  Jenks,  of  this  town,  left  by 
will,  £50,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  of  this 
parish  for  ever,  at  the  discretion  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens. '^ 

The  purchase  deed  of  this  property  was  produced,  dated 
8th  April,  1767,  to  which  the  parties  were  William  Avame,  of 
Rugeley,  gentleman,  and  Francis  Moss,  of  Rugeley,  of  the  first 
part";  Margaret  Holmes,  of  Rugeley,  widow,  Joseph  Riley,  of 
the  parish  of  Hamstall,  and  John  Adcock,  of  Rugeley,  execu- 
tors of  Michael  Robinson,  who  was  surviving  trustee,  named  in 
the  will  of  John  Bamford,  of  the  second  part ;  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Avame,  vicar  of  Rugeley,  and  Edward  Byrch,  of 
Rugeley,  and  William  Lyon,  churchwarden,  of  Rugeley,  of  the 
third  part ;  whereby,  reciting  the  will  of  John  Bamford,  and 
that  the  wife  of  the  testator  was  dead,  and  that  the  sum  of 
£400  hsid  been  paid  out  of  the  estate  of  Matthew  Lamb,  and 
Ruth,  his  wife,  and  had  been  since  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees 
of  the  school,  and  that  the  school  had  been  instituted  and 
carried  on  according  to  the  directions  of  the  will;  and  that 
Theophilus  Levett  and  Michael  Robinson  were  both  dead,  the 
said  Michael  Robinson  having  been  the  survivor,  who  had  by 
his  will  appointed  Joseph  Riley  and  John  Adcock  trustees  in 
his  stead,  and  appointed  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and 
John  Adcock,  his  executors ;  but  that  the  sum  of  £400  had  not 
yet  been  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  testator's  will;  and  further  reciting,  that 
Mary  Jenks,  late  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  widow,  by  her  will,  dated 
28th  September,  1750,  had  given  and  bequeathed  all  the  rest 
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and  residue  of  her  money  to  and  amongst  the  three  parishes  of 
Colwich,  Rugeley,  and  Sutton  Coldfield,  equally  to  be  divided 
between  them^  each  share  to  be  paid  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  each  parish,  and  by  them  placed  at  interest  on  the 
best  security  they  could  get  for  the  same^  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of  at  their  discretion^  and  the  interest  thereof  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  most  necessitous  poor  there^  in 
such  manner  as  they  should  think  ^roper^  and  had  appointed 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bond,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Godwin,  her  executors ; 
and  further  reciting,  that  upon  an  account  settled  by  Mr.  Bond 
and  Mr.  Go§Win,  relating  to  the  executorship  of  Mary  Jenks, 
there  remained  in  the  executors'  hands,  after  payment  of  the 
debts  and  legacies,  and  funeral  expenses  of  the  testatrix,  and 
other  charges,  the  sum  of  £150 ;  the  stxtn  of  £60,  being  the 
third  share  thereof,  having  been  long  since  paid  to  the  minister 
and  churchwardens  of  Rugeley,  and  by  them  placed  at  interest, 
and  the  interest  thereof  duly  applied  in  fulfilling  the  charitable 
intentions  of  the  testatrix ;  and  further  reciting,  that  it  had 
been  determined  by  the  parties  thereto,  to  lay  out  the  sum  of 
£400,  given  by  John  Bamford,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  the 
uses  of  the  charity ;  and  that  it  had  likewise  been  agreed  by 
the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  parish,  with  the  consent 
of  the  inhabitants  in  vestry,  to  lay  out  also  the  sum  of  £50 
jointly  with  the  sum  of  £400,  in  a  purchase  of  lands  to  be 
conveyed  as  thereinafter  mentioned.  It  is  witnessed,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  charity  money  of  £450,  William  Avame 
(by  the  direction  of  Francis  Moss)  and  Francis  Moss  granted, 
released,  and  confirmed  to  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and 
John  Adcock,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  messuage, 
dwelling-house,  or  tenement,  with  the  appurtenances,  at  Stock- 
well  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Golton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
formerly  two  tenements,  then  in  one,  and  all  houses,  bams, 
gardens,  and  appurtenances,  and  also  all  those  several  closes, 
pieces,  and  parcels  of  land,  meadow  and  pasture,  viz.,  one 
piece  of  enclosed  land  called  Saint  Toft  Patch,  otherwise  Saint 
Toft  Spot,  containing  by  estimation  1a.  1b.,  one  other  piece 
of  land  called  Calfs  Croft,  then  or  lately  in  two  parts  divided, 
containing  by  estimation,  three  acres,  more  or  less,  abutting 
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northward  on  Stockwell  Heath ;  and  also  all  that  pasture  called 
Sherry  Cop,  thentofore  into  two  parts  divided,  containing  by 
estimation,  four  acres;  one  other  parcel  of  land  theretofore 
enclosed  out  of  a  certain  field  called  Saint  Toft  Field,  and 
commonly  called  the  Field  Piece,  containing,  by  estimation^ 
three  and  a  half  acres,  except  such  parts  of  the  field-piece  .as 
were  glebe  lands,  or  belonged  to  the  clerk  of  the  parish  of 
Colton  for  the  time  being,  which  were  therein  included ;  and 
also  all  that  other  new  erected  messuage,  cottage,  or  tenement, 
with  the  garden  and  appurtenances,  situate  at  a  place  in  Colton, 
.  called  the  Low,  then  or  late  divided  into  two  tenements ;  and 
also  a  piece  of  land  lying  near  the  messuage,  commonly  called 
the  Low,  containing,  by  estimation,  one  and  a  half  acre,  being 
divided  from  another  piece  of  ground  called  the  Low,  formerly 
the  estate  of  George  Averill ;  the  piece  of  land  thereby  granted 
being,  at  the  time  of  such  division,  the  west  part  of  the  piece 
then  called  the  Low ;  and  *  also  the  bam  and  buildings  erected 
upon  the  piece  of  land,  and  aU  other  messuages,  &c.  of  them, 
William  Avame  and  Francis  Moss,  or  either  of  them,  in  the 
parish  of  Colton,  or  in  the  parish  of  Colwich,  and  which  were 
lately  purchased  by  them,  or  one  of  them,  as  before  mentioned, 
to  hold  the  several  messuages  and  hereditaments,  upon  trust, 
that  they,  Margaret  Holmes,  Joseph  Riley,  and  John  Adcock, 
and  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and 
assigns  of  such  survivor,  should  from  time  to  time,  together 
with  the  vicar  and  the  churchwardens  of  Bugeley,  pay  and  em- 
ploy the  rents  and  profits  thereof  to  and  for  the  charitable  uses 
and  purposes  after  mentioned;  viz.,  that  they  should  from 
time  to  time  for  ever  thereafter,  pay  and  employ  eight  parts, 
the  same  in  nine  equal  parts  to  be  divided,  of  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  premises,  in  respect  of  the  legacy  of  £400,  for 
the  support  of  a  free  school  in  and  for  the  parish  of  Bugeley, 
for  the  teaching  sixteen  poor  boys  of  the  parish  in  such  man- 
ner, and  upon  such  terms  as  were  directed  by  the  will  of  John 
Bamford,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  schoolmaster  to  be  em- 
ployed in  teaching  the  boys,  and  for  the  establishment  and 
perpetual  observance  of  such  order  and  government  relating  to 
the  charity,  according  to  the  will ;  and  also  should  from  time  to 
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time  pay  and  apply  the  remaining  ninth  part  of  the  rents  and 
profits^  in  respect  of  the  gift  of  £50  by  Mary  Jenks^  for  the  yearly 
teaching  and  instructing  of  two  more  poor  boys  of  the  same 
parish^  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions^  and  to  be  elected^ 
removed^  and  pat  out  apprentice  in  like  manner  as  was  *ap- 
pointed  in  relation  to  the  original  sixteen  poor  boys  in  the  will 
of  the  said  John  Bamford ;  or  otherwise  should^  from  time  to 
time^  pay  the  remaining  ninth  part  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Rugeley,  to  be  by  them  applied  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid^  or  for  such  other  charitable  purposes  as 
the  will  of  Mary  Jenks  directed^  as  they  should  think  proper; 
and  upon  trusty  to  grant  and  convey^  from  time  to  time^  all  the 
premises  to  and  to  the  use  of  such  new  and  other  trustees^  to 
be  by  them  duly  appointed^  and  his  or  their  heirs  and  assigns^ 
in  trusty  to  and  for  the  like  uses  and  purposes  as  were  set  forth 
in  the  wills  of  John  Bamford  and  Mary  Jenks  respectively^ 
with  the  like  power  of  appointing  new  trustees^  and  conveying 
the  premises  in  trust  for  ever. 

The  probate  of  the  will  of  John  Riley,  of  Rugeley,  dated 
28th  June,  1802,  was  also  produced,  whereby  he  gave  to 
Francis  Spencer,  of  Colton,  esquire,  and  John  Armishaw,  of 
Rugeley,  gentleman,  £500  upon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in 
the  purchase  of  lands  or  hereditaments,  or  place  the  same  in 
the  funds,  or  at  interest,  and  apply  the  rents  or  interest  for 
augmenting  the  salary  of  the  master  of  the  writing  school  in 
Rugeley,  foxmded  by  Mr.  John  Bamford,  and  for  increasing  the 
number  of  boys  to  be  taught  in  the  school,  and  for  such  other 
purposes,  and  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations  as  should 
be  thought  necessary  by  his  trustees  and  the  vicar  of  Rugeley 
for  the  time  being,  at  a  meeting  to  be  held  for  that  purpose, 
within  three  months  after  the  testator's  decease. 

The  money  so  left  by  the  last-mentioned  will,  was  at  first 
paid  for  the  purchase  of  £877  3s.  lOd.  three  per  cent  consols, 
which  was  afterwards  sold  out,  and  produced  £513  15s.  sterling, 
out  of  which  sum  £480  was  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  present 
school-house  and  premises,  the  residue  being  expended  in  the 
conveyance,  and  certain  repairs  which  were  necessary  to  bo 
done  on  the  premises  before  their  occupation. 
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Two  sets  of  conveyances  by  lease  and  release  are  in  existence, 
dated  respectively  the  24th  and  25th  March,  1813,  and  the  1st 
and  2nd  May,  1816,  whereby  certain  persons  severally  interested 
in  the  premises  therein  respectively  mentioned,  conveyed  their 
interest  in  the  same  to  Francis  Spencer  and  his  heirs,  which 
Francis  Spencer  had  survived  John  Armishaw,  his  co-executor 
in  the  will  of  John  Eiley,  and  with  respect  to  which  premises  so 
conveyed,  Francis  Spencer,  by  a  deed  poll,  dated  16th  April, 
1818,  declared  himself  seized  as  a  trustee  upon  the  trusts  and 
for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  will  of  John  Riley,  concerning 
the  hereditaments  thereby  directed  to  be  purchased  with  the 
sum  of  £500,  the  premises  being  a  parcel  of  land  or  garden 
ground,  near  the  Horse-fair,  in  Rugeley,  48  feet  or  thereabouts 
in  length,  and  38  in  breadth,  with  a  footpath  not  less  than  three 
feet  in  width  to  the  same,  from  the  messuage  thereinafter 
described,  and  also  a  messuage,  with  the  two  rooms  adjoining 
thereto,  then  used  as  school-rooms,  and  brewhouse,  and  out- 
buildings belonging  thereto,  near  the  Horse-fair,  in  Rugeley. 

There  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  managers  of  this 
charity,  derived  under  the  wills  of  John  Bamford  and  Mary 
Jenks,  two  houses,  two  bams,  and  about  13^  acres  of  land, 
exclusive  of  the  glebe  land  which  did  belong  to  the  clergyman, 
but  is  now  exchanged,  and  that  portion  which  still  belongs  to 
the  clerk ;  the  Sherry  Cop,  the  Low,  and  the  Field-piece  still 
retain  their  names  ;  the  others  do  not,  but  answer  in  quantities. 

The  property  now  in  the  possession  of  the  charity,  purchased 
with  Riley's  gift,  is  the  school  premises,  consisting  of  a  school- 
house  and  school-room  adjoining,  and  a  garden  behind,  well 
suited  to  the  purpose,  being  capable  of  containing  100  boys. 

There  are  no  trustees  deriving  their  authority  under  the 
will  of  Bamford.  The  whole  management  has  for  many  years 
devolved  upon  the  minister,  the  Rev.  T.  D.  Atkinson,  and  the 
churchwardens, — Mr.  J.  Gardner,  solicitor,  and  Mr.  James, 
bookseller,  being  wardens  for  this  year. 

Mrs.  Tomlinson  now  holds  a  house  and  bam,  and  about  12 
acres  of  land,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  a  rent  of  £25  per  annum. 
Mr.  Cawsor  holds  the  other  house  and  bam,  and  an  acre  and  a 
quarter  of  land  or  more,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  rent  of  £11. 
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These  rents  have  latterly  been  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the 
properties  above-named.  The  school  is  shut  up,  the  school- 
master, Mr.  Ordish,  having  died  about  two  years  ago ;  there 
were  about  26  to  30  boys  in  the  school  in  his  time.  The 
school-room  is  now  made  use  of  for  a  reading-room  and  a  night 
school,  having  no  connexion  with  Bamford^s  gift  in  any  way. 

It  is  said  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  transfer  this 
benefaction  to  the  Free  Grammar  School.  What  did  Bamford 
and  the  other  donors  leave  their  property  for  ?  Why  to  educate 
boys  free  on  these  premises,  and  nowhere  else  !  What  are  the 
inhabitants  dreaming  about  to  allow  such  a  benefaction  to  be  a 
dead  letter  ?  Let  only  two  of  them  petition  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners in  London  to  reinstate  the  school,  and  it  will  be 
done  at  once. 


The  Commissioners  of  1823  stated  in  their  report,  "That 
the  toym  has*  been  in  great  want  of  education.^'  At  that  time 
there  were  35  boys  in  the  school.  Is  the  town  in  less  want  of 
education  now  than  then?  Does  the  education  of  the  miserable 
number  of  25  at  the  grammar  school  satisfy  the  parishioners 
for  two  such  liberally  endowed  institutions  ? 

On  April  25,  1851,  a  petition  from  two  of  the  free  grammar 
school  trustees.  Lord  Bagot  and  the  Hon.  Robt.  Curzon,  of 
Hagley,  was  allowed  by  the  Attorney-General,  praying  for  a 
declaration  of  the  number  of  trustees,  for  a  reference  to  the 
master  to  appoint  a  sufficient  number  (with  the  petitioners), 
and  a  conveyance  of  the  property  to  them ;  and  to  settle  a 
scheme  for  the  future  appointment  of  trustees.  The  income 
of  the  grammar  school  was  then  £324  2s.  per  annum. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 
Chetwtods'  Chaeity. — ^WiUiam  Chetwynd*  (1690)  £500;  and 

*  From  Charity  Commissioners*  List  of  Canses,  latelj  confirmed  by  the 
Court: — *'BugeIejr,  Staffordshire. — William  Chetwynd's  Charity. — James  Wright, 
of  Bngeley,  v.  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  and  the  Rev.  Thos.  Binham  Atkinson,  Vicar 
of  Bogeley. — Messrs.  Landor  and  Gardner,  of  Bngeley,  for  the  relator  and 
defendant  Atkinson  ;  agents,  Messrs.  Hawkins,  Bloxam,  Stocker,  and  Bloxham,  2, 
Kew   Boswell-court,    Lincoln's-Inn ;    Messrs.  White,   Bronghton,   and  White, 
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Mary  Chetwynd,  £100 — ^laid  out  in  purchase  of  78a.  3r.  25p.  of 
land^  and  a  good  house,  rebuilt  about  1 826,  the  rent  of  which 
amounts  to  £110.  £30  is  given  away  to  20  poor  people  (a 
threepenny  loaf  to  each  every  Sunday  morning,  and  2s.  each  on 
St.  Thomas's-day  and  Good  Friday) ;  40s.  to  the  minister,  for 
preaching  two  sermons  on  those  two  days ;  and  the  remainder, 
about  £70,  for  apprentice  fees.  Thp  Earl  of  Lichfield  is  owner 
of  the  testator's  estate. 

Landoe*13  Chabttt. — ^Walter  Landor  (1703)  gave  79  acres  of 
land  at  Abbot's  Bromley,  and  8  acres  at  Gentleshaw.  The 
rent  is  £60  10s.  per  annum,  and  is  given  away  in  bread  and 
clothes  for  the  poor,  and  fees  for  apprentices. 

Sneyd  and  others'  Charity. — ^Margery  Sneyd  (1701)  and 
Humphrey  Moore  (1706)  £9  15s.,  rent  of  leasow  near  Tutbuiy. 
— ^Mary  Sutton,  £1  18s.  per  annum. — Ellen  Avame,  8s.  per 
annum. — ^Mary  Whiston,  8s.  per  annum. — These  five  sums  are 
distributed  to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Deakin's  Charity. — The  Rev.  John  Deakin  gave  10s.  yearly 
for  a  sermon  to  be  preached  by  the  vicar  on  Ascension-day. 

Mrs.  Hopkins'  Charity. — ^Mrs.  Hopkins  built  almshouses 
in  Church-street,  for  four  poor  widows;  and  Mrs.  Catharine 
Barber  left  them  the  interest  of  £100.*  The  same  donor  left 
the  interest  of  £400  to  be  dispersed  in  coals  and  clothing  to  the 
poor. 

Godwin's  Charity. — Mr.  Joseph  George  Godwin  left 
£117  Os.  7id.,  stock — ^tho  dividends  to  be  given  away  on  the 
8th  of  November  every  year,  to  five  poor  aged  widows. 

12,  Great  Marlborongh-Btreet,  for  the  Earl  of  Lichfield. — 3rd  December,  1846. 
Information,  signed  by  the  Attorney-General,  to  ascertain  of  what  the  charity 
property  consisted,  and  whether  the  terms  on  which  the  same  was  held  were 
beneficial  to  the  charity  ;  for  a  scheme  for  the  management  of  the  charity,  and 
administration  of  the  income  ;  for  the  appointment  of  trustees,  and  for  accounts, 
and  for  payment  into  Court  by  the  Earl  of  Lichfield  of  /3,S39  lOs.  3d.,  three  per 

cents,  standing  in  his  name,  and  £6  Os.  7d.  cash  in  hand The  property  condsts 

of  land  and  coal-mines,  producing  £199  per  annum,  and  £3,663  7s.  9d.,  three  per 
cent  consols,  the  dividend  whereon,  together  with  the  above  rent,  from  the  income." 
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IPSTONES. 


Ipstones  is  a  large  village,  six  nules  from  Leek ;  the  parish 
contains  7,000  acres,  and  1,500  inhabitants.  The  cliffs  are 
very  high  and  picturesque,  and  the  quarries  supply  immense 
quantities  of  grindstones.  About  50  years  ago,  John  Sneyd, 
Esq.,  received  several  gold  medals  for  his  extensive  plantations 
in  the  neighbourhood ;  the  present  seat  of  the  family  is  sur- 
rounded with  extensive  woods. 

SCHOOL  LANDS. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and 
2nd  Jdtiuary,  1761,  James  Bushton,  of  Ipstones  Edge,  in 
consideration  of  £195  paid  to  him,  and  of  a  lease  made  for  the 
lives  of  the  said  James  Bushton,  and  Hannah  his  wife,  on 
pajrment  of  a  yearly  reserved  rent  of  £7,  granted  to  Uriah 
Corden  and  eleven  others,  and  their  heirs,  a  house  or  tenement 
at  Ipstones  Edge,  wherein  the  said  James  Bushton  dwelt,  with 
two  little  meadows  on  the  backside  thereof,  containing  about 
three  acres,  a  little  croft  and  building  therein,  and  three  closes, 
called  the  GreenhiQs,  containing  by  estimation  about  seven 
acres,  to  the  intent  that  they  should  apply  the  yearly  rents  and 
profits  thereof  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  English  charity 
school,  then  lately  erected  in  Ipstones,  for  the  teaching  of 
twenty  or  more  of  the  poorest  children  living  in  that  parish,  to 
read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  for  buying  books ; 
the  children  to  be  nominated  from  time  to  time  by  the  trustees, 
and  the  survivor'  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns  of  such 
survivor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  subsequent  conveyance  to  new 
trustees  was  ever  made.     The  purchase  money  of  this  estate 
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was  raised  partly  by  subscription,  and  partly  by  a  loan,  which 
was  subsequently  repaid  by  a  second  subscription. 

The  estate  contains  about  twenty  acres,  although  the  above 
abstracted  deed  specifies  little  more  than  ten  acres,  an  increase 
for  which  there  is  no  record. 

Richardson's  Gift. 

Tt  is  stated  on  a  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church  of  this 
parish,  that  Mary  Richardson  left,  by  her  will,  in  1680,  £20,  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  free  school  in  this  parish,  for  poor 
children,  so  far  as  the  interest  would  yearly  pay,  after  the  rate 
of  r2d.  a  quarter  for  one  child;  and  upon  another  table  it  is 
stated  that  this  £20  was,  with  £10,  given  by  the  will  of  William 
Adams  to  the  poor,  laid  out  upon  a  house,  called  Botham's 
house,  paying  30s.  yearly ;  viz.,  20s.  to  the  school,  and  10s. 
to  the  poor. 

The  owner  of  Botham  house,  in  respect  of  Richardson's 
gift,  pays  20s.  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  before-mentioned. 

The  old  school-house,  now  the  master's  residence,  was 
erected,  by  Joseph  Massey.  In  1783,  Samuel  Buxton  left  a 
land  charge  of  20s.  per  year.  In  1798,  George  Clewes  left  a 
land  charge  of  20s.  per  year,  to  be  paid  on  condition  that  his 
heirs  or  assigns  had  the  privilege  of  nominating  two  scholars, 
to  be  taught  free. 

About  twenty  years  since,  Uriah  Garden,  of  Ashbourne, 
left  £500,  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  for  the  benefit  of  the  said 
school. 

In  1833,  the  original  trustees  being  deceased,  the  heir  of 
the  last  survivor  appointed  the  incumbent  and  eleven  resident 
farmers  as  trustees.     Of  those  trustees  six  are  now  living. 

In  1853,  new  and  excellent  schools  were  built,  at  an  ex- 
expense  of  £650.  Last  year,  £130  were  spent  in  bu3ding  a 
new  Infant  School,  and  in  various  improvements. 

Mr.  StoUard,  the  master,  receives  £75 ;  the  mistress  of  the 
girls'  school,  £25 ;  and  that  of  the  infant  school,  £25  per  an. 
each.  There  are  altogether  220  children  in  the  school,  22  being 
on  the  foundation.  The  following  are  the  new  Rules,  to  which 
are  appended  the  Report  and  Accounts  for  1858 : — 
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RULES  SANCTIONED  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  MANAGEMENT,   • 
consisting  of  the  trustees,  and  all  annual  subscribers  of  one  guinea, 
who  reside  in  the  parish,  Oct.  1, 1858. 

I.^Children  may  be  admitted  any  Monday  morning  at  the  request  of  one  of  . 
their  parents,  who  must  accompany  them. 

n.— The  hours  of  the  school  are  from  nine  till  twelve,  and  from  two  till  half- 
past  four  in  summer,  and  from  half-past  one  till  four  in  winter. 

III. — Children  must  find  their  own  books  and  slates. 

IV. — School  fees  must  be  paid  in  advance;  if  paid  quarterly  one  third  to  be 
returned. 

y. — Children  must  know  the  multiplication  table,  and  be  able  to  read  easy 
narratives,  before  being  placed  on  the  foundation. 

VI. — Vacancies  in  the  free  school  will  be  filled  up  on  the  first  Monday  in  the 
months  of  January,  April,  July,  and  October. 

Vn. — ^A  fine  of  one  penny  must  be  paid  each  time  a  free  scholar  stays  from 
school,  except  in  case  of  sickness ;  but  if  it  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  year 
ending  October  1st.,  that  the  child  has  attended  176  days,  the  whole  of  the  fines 
shall  be  returned. 

Vlil. — Subscribers  to  the  school  may  nominate  one  child  to  be  taught  free 
for  each  half  guinea  subscribed ;  such  child  to  be  above  ten  years  of  age,  or  to  be 
one  that  has  lost  its  father,  or  whose  father,  from  age  or  infirmity,  is  not  able  to 
earn  a  full  day's  wages,  or  if  he  be  able  to  do  so,  then  he  must  be  paying  for  the 
education  of  two  other  children. 

Terms : — First  class,  6d. ;  Second  class,  4d. ;  Lower  classes,  3d.  per  week. 

SAMUEL  BENNISON,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 
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The  committee  for  the  management  of  Ipstones  Schools  publish  for  the  infor- 
mation of  subscribers  and  supporters,  the  annexed  statement  of  the  sums  received 
and  expended  in  the  year  1858. 

In  making  this  statement,  the  committee  have  the  satisfaction  of  announdng 
that  the  numbers  of  the  children  in  attendance  have  continued  to  increase  during 
the  past  year,  the  average  attendance  having  been  166. 

The  committee  have  the  farther  gratification  of  stating  that  by  the  liberality 
of  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  schools,  an  Infant  School  has  been  built.  But  a 
considerable  debt  has  been  incurred  by  the  managers  in  improving  the  outbuild- 
ings, drainage,  and  play  grounds. 

To  dear  off  this  debt  and  to  maintam  these  schools  in  a  manner  suitable  for 
the  purposes  for  which  they  were  established,  the  committee  can  with  confidence 
appeal  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  friends  of  education  generally ;  for  all  classes 
resident  in  the  parish  avail  themselves  of  the  school  for  the  education  of  their 
children,  which  costs  them  on  an  average  8s.  6d.  per  year,  while  the  total  cost,  if 
government  grants  and  all  expenses  be  included,  is  29s.,  thus  affording  a  benefit 
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unto  Mr,  Spateman,  minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Yoxall,  in 
the  county  of  Stafford,  and  to  his  successors,  and  to  Mr.  Thomas 
AJlestree,  minister  of  Hamstall  Ridware,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  to  his  successors,  all  his  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments,  lying  in  Marchington  Woodlands,  in  the  parish 
of  Abbot's  Bromley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  trust,  that 
they  and  their  successors  for  the  time  being,  should,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  erect  and  build  a  free  school-house  in 
King's  Bromley ;  provided  that  John  Newton,  Esq.,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  King's  Bromley,  should  grant  to  Mr.  Spateman  and 
Mr.  Allestree,  and  to  their  successors  in  the  churches  of  Toxall 
and  Hamstall  Ridware,  a  convenient  piece  of  ground,  to  contain 
about  one  acre,  for  erecting  the  school-house,  and  for  the 
scholars  that  should  therein  be  taught,  to  play  on  the  same 
ground,  and  to  be  by  John  Newton  freed  and  discharged  of 
and  from  aU  manner  of  heriots,  mortuaries,  rents,  and  demands 
whatsoever;  and  his  will  further  was,  that  when  the  school- 
house  should  be  built,  the  rents  and  profits  of  his  lands, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments  in  Marchington  Woodlands, 
should  be  employed  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  freely 
to  teach  poor  children  therein. 

He  further  devised  the  rents,  arrears  of  rents,  issues,  and 
profits  of  his  moiety  of  a  messuage  and  farm  called  Tappenhurst,* 
in  the  parish  of  Abbot's  Bromley,  for  seven  years  next  after  his 
decease,  towards  building   of  the  school-house,   and  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster  there. 

A  school  was  built  according  to  the  requisitions  of  this  will, 
on  a  piece  of  land  in  Ejng's  Bromley,  which  is  presumed  to 
have  been  given  for  the  purpose  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  and 
the  estate  at  Marchington  Woodlands  was  applied  in  the 
maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster. 

The  first  account  we  have  obtained  of  the  amount  of  this 
property,  is  from  a  lease  dated  2nd  October,  1780,  purporting 
to  be  granted  by  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Gaunt,  the  then  master  of 
the  school,  and  the  two  rectors  of  Yoxall  and  Hamstall  Ridware, 
but  executed  only  by  Jeremiah  Gaunt,  in  which  the  lands  at 
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Marehington  Woodlands  are  described  as  containmg  60  acres, 
more  or  less,  and  are  demised  to  Elizabeth  Frost  and  Henry 
Frost,  for  50  years,  from  Lady-day,  1781,  if  Jeremiah  Gaunt 
should  so  long  Uve,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £50. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Graunt,  a  valuation  of  this  estate  was 
made  by  Mr.  J.  B.  H.  Bennett,  of  Tutbury,  surveyor,  dated  the 
21st  of  November,  1814,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  quantity 
of  land  was  55a.  3b.  3p.  including  the  house,  outbuildings,  and 
premises,  and  the  annual  value  £118,  from  which  a  land-tax  of 
£3  Is.  and  a  chief  rent  of  £1  2s.  4d.  were  to  be  deducted, 
leaving  the  net  annual  value  £113  16s.  8d. 

A  lease  of  the  farm  was  thereupon  granted  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Cooper,  rector  of  Yoxall  and  of  Hamstall  Ridware, 
and  as  such  sole  trustee  of  the  school,  to  Henry  Frost,  for  one 
year,  from  Lady-day,  1815,  at  a  rent  of  £105;  and  by  fL 
subsequent  lease,  an  additional  term  was  granted  to  him  in 
these  premises,  described  by  the  name  of  ''  Stock  Lane  Farm,** 
for  eight  years,  from  Lady-day,  1816,  at  the  same  rent. 

This  term  was  fixed,  in  order  to  make  its  termination  coin- 
cide with  that  of  the  lease  of  an  allotment  made  to  the  trustees 
under  the  act  passed  in  the  year  1800,  for  inclosing  the  forest 
•or  chase  of  Needwood,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  respect  of 
the  premises  at  Marehington  Woodlands,  containing  about 
10a.  1  b.  1  5p.  and  which  allotment  had  been  let  by  the  Rev. 
Edward  Cooper,  and  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Gkiunt,  to  Henry  Frost, 
for  15  years,  from  Lady-day,  1809,  at  the  rent  of  a  pepper- 
corn, the  tenant  undertaking  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  inclosures,  to  fence  the  allotment,  and  bring 
it  into  cultivation. 

This  lease  was  granted  under  the  advice  of  a  surveyor,  and 
upon  his  estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  charges  which  the 
tenant  would  thus  incur. 

The  original  school  and  school-house,  with  the  garden,  croft, 
and  premises  thereto  belonging,  were,  in  the  year  1815, 
exchanged  with  John  Lane,  Esq.,  the  present  lord  of  the  manor, 
for  another  piece  of  ground,  of  nearly  equal  dimensions,  situate 
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nearer  the  village,  and  on  which  Mr.  Lane  erected  a  new  and 
commodious  school  and  school-house.  To  this  building,  the 
old  house  (which  was  pulled  down),  were  applied,  and  also  £80, 
received  from  the  executors  of  Mr.  Gaunt,  for  dilapidations  on 
the  school  premises.  This  exchange  was  effected  under  the 
provisions  of  an  act  passed  in  the  39th  George  ITT.,  for 
inclosing  the  waste  lands  and  common  fields  in  King^s 
Bromley. 

The  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Thomas  Green,  occupies  the  school 
premises,  which  comprise  a  very  good  house  and  garden,  rent 
free.  The  school  is  open  to  the  boys  of  the  whole  parish, 
without  limitation  of  number.  There  are  50  scholars,  who  are 
taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  The  master  has  per- 
mission to  employ  an  assistant  in  the  school,  but  he  constantly 
superintends  it  himself.  The  trustees  are  the  rectors  of  Yoxall 
and  Hamstall  Bidware. 


KING'S   BROMLEY  CHARITIES. 

Ceosse  and  Lane's  Charity. — Ralph  Crosse  (1700),  built 
and  endowed  almshouses;  afterwards  others  were  built  by 
John  Lane,  Esq.,  nearer  the  church,  consisting  of  seven  rooms 
for  widows,  with  a  bakehouse  and  yard.  The  amount  of  the 
endowment  is  £28  per  an.,  which  is  paid  quarterly,  in  sums  of 
£1  each,  to  the  seven  widows. 

Crosse's  Charity. — Edward  Crosse  (1699),  left  £6  fee  for 
apprenticing  a  boy  yearly. 

Crosse  and  Cotterell's  Charity. Crosse  and  —  Cot- 

terell  left  the  rents  of  the  Morley  Cross  field,  in  Yoxall, 
3Ab  8r.  IOp.,  and  an  allotment  in  Needwood  Forest,  5a.  2r.  25p. 
for  coals,  yearly,  for  poor  housekeepers,  amounting  to  about 
£16  per  annum. 

Wright's  Charity. — Widow  Wright.  5s.  per  annum,  in 
bread,  on  Good  Friday,  and  on  St.  Thomas's-day,  to  poor 
widows. 
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Nbwtons*  Chaeity. — Miss  Mary  Newton,  and  Mrs.  New- 
ton (1735),  rent  of  the  Carres  (nine  acres)  meadow  land,  aboat 
£25 ;  also  rent  of  an  allotment  in  Needwood  Forest,  £7  10s. 
for  the  poor. 

John  Newton's  Chabity. — John  Newton  (1704),  £10  per 
annum  out  of  land  called  Little  Hays,  to  be  paid  to  the  poor 
quarterly. 

Thomas  Newton's  Charity. — ^Thomas  Newton  (1783),  the 
interest  of  £100,  for  the  poor. 

Cobb's  Chabity. — ^Frances  Cobb  (1804),  interest  of  £100, 
for  the  poor  at  Christmas. 
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BLITHFIELD. 


BuTHFiELD  parish  is  four  miles  and  a  half  north  of  Bageley^ 
containing  400  inhabitants.  Blithfield  HaU^  the  seat  of  Lord 
Bagot^  preserves  the  old  embattled  towers  and  walls  of  a 
fortress,  but  the  warlike  inhabitants  of  yore  are  represented  by 
a  valuable  collection  of  portraits  of  eminent  men ;  the  family 
of  the  Bagots  resided  here  at  the  time  of  the  Domesday 
survey.  The  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  Earl  of  StaflTord  are 
descended  of  Hervey  Bagot  (1195). 


THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  18th  and  19th 
August,  1729,  between  Elizabeth  Bagot,  single  woman,  and 
Jane  Jones,  widow,  two  of  the  daughters  of  Sir  Walter  Bagot, 
late  of  Blithfield,  deceased,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  Walter 
Wagstaff  Bagot,  baronet,  Charles  Bagot,  and  William  Bagot, 
Esqrs.,  of  the  other  part ;  after  reciting  that  Elizabeth  Bagot, 
and  Jane  Jones,  for  several  years  during  the  minority  of  Sir 
Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  and  after  the  death  of  his  fairer  and 
mother,  did  live  at  Blithfield,  and  did  give  yearly  the  sum  of 
£10  to  the  schooling  of  the  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Blithfield,  which  was  disposed  of  in  the  manner 
therein  mentioned,  and  that  the  charity  was  still  carried  on 
though  Elizabeth  Bagot  and  Jane  Jones  had  left  the  parish, 
and  Elizabeth  Bagot  and  Jane  Jones  were  desirioua  that 
the  charity  should  be  continued  for  ever:   it  was  witnessed. 
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that  Elizabetli  Bagot^  and  Jane  Jones  granted^  released  and  con- 
firmed to  Sir  W.  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Chas.  Bagot  and  Wm.  Bagot, 
and  their  heirs^  all  that  close  or  piece  of  ground  called  Hadley 
Close,  lying  in  the  parish  of  Colton  and  county  of  StaflTord,  con- 
taining by  estimation  four  acres,  being  part  of  a  farm  in  Colton, 
theretofore  called  Baggley^s  Living,  and  theretofore  purchased 
by  Elizabeth  Bagot,  of  and  from  Elizabeth  Saunders  and  others, 
at  40s.  per  annum  rent,  free  from  all  manner  of  taxes ;  and  all 
that  parcel  of  ground  theretofore  called  the  Ashen  Croft,  and 
then  of  late  called  Humphrey  Webb^s  Ashen  Croft,  and  all  that 
other  parcel  of  land  called  Tooth's  Ashen  Croft;  both  which 
last-mentioned  closes  were  lying  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  and 
were  lately  purchased  by,  or  in  trust  for,  Jane  Jones  and  her 
heirs,  and  were  then  or  late  in  the  holding  of  John  Lander,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £5,  together  with  all  ways,  &c.,  to  hold  the 
same  upon  the  trusts  thereafter  mentioned.  And  it  was  further 
witnessed,  that  Elizabeth  Bagot  granted,  bargained,  sold,  and 
assigned  to  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Charles  Bagot,  and 
William  Bagot,  their  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  all 
that  close  or  leasow,  formerly  called  Hadley  Leasow,  lying  in 
Colton,  containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  together  with  a  bam 
standing  thereon,  and  theretofore  let  by  the  said  Elizabeth 
Bagot  to  Robt.  Brough,  for  99  years,  commencing  19th  March, 
1700,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £3  10s.  4d.,  to  hold  for  the  residue 
of  a  term  of  970  years,  commencing  from  the  18th  March,  1700, 
upon  trust,  that  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  &c.,  their  heirs, 
executors,  and  administrators  and  assig^ns  should,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  all  the  premises,  in  the  first  place,  purchase 
such  books  as  they  should  think  fit  for  children  to  learn  to  read 
in,  and  such  children  only  to  be  taught  as  the  trustees  should 
nominate,  the  poorest  only  being  intended  to  be  taught,  and  no^ 
such  whose  parents  were  able  of  themselves  to  give  their  children 
learning ;  and  in  the  next  place,  out  of  the  trust  estates,  to  pay 
to  the  clerk  of  the  parish  of  Blithfield  for  the  time  being,  or  in 
case  of  his  refusal  or  neglect,  to  any  other  person  the  trustees 
should  choose,  for  teaching  the  children  to  read  well,  the  yearly 
sum  of  £6,  by  half-yearly  payments ;  the  school  to  be  kept,  and 
scholars  taught  in  the  parish  of  Blithfield,  and  for  the  poor 
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children  of  that  parish  only;  and  in  case  any  of  the  poor 
children  should  come  to  the  school  who  live  far  from  the  school, 
then  the  trustees  to  appoint  some  place  for  the  dinner  of  such 
children^  the  same  to  consist  of  small  beer^  bread  and  cheese, 
or  broth,  or  some  other  small  sustenance ;  and  after  payment 
thereof,  the  residue  of  the  trust  money  to  be  paid  to  the  school- 
master or  schoolmistress,  saving  each  child  after  he  or  she  had 
learned  and  could  read  very  well,  and  could  repeat  the  church 
catechism  should,  at  leaving  the  school,  have  a  good  Bible 
given  to  him  or  her ;  with  power  to  the  trustees  to  correct 
abuses. 

There  is  in  an  indenture,  dated  8th  Febry.,  1812,  a  recital 
that  certain  lands  were  settled  and  assured  to  William  Lord 
Bagot,  and  the  Hon.  and  Bev.  Bichard  Bagot,  rector  of  Blithfield, 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster  freely  to  teach  children 
at  Admaston,  in  the  parish  of  Blithfield.  The  trusts  of  the 
charity  have  always  been  administered  by  the  descendants  of 
Sir  Walter  Wagstaflf  Bagot,  and  continue  now  to  be  so. 

By  the  indenture Jast-mentioned,  after  further  reciting  that 
the  sum  of  £200  had  been  lately  raised  by  the  sale  of  timb^ 
growing  upon  the  lands,  and  that  Lord  Bagot  and  Bichard 
Bagot,  were  desirous  that  the  sum  of  £200  should  be  applied 
and  secured  in  augmentation  of  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster, 
it  was  witnessed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  £200 
Lord  Bagot  granted  to  Richard  Bagot,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
an  annuity  or  yearly  rent-charge  of  £9  to  be  issuing  and  pay- 
able out  of  all  that  close  or  parcel  of  land  of  him  Lord  Bagot, 
lying  in  the  parish  of  Golton,  called  the  Long  Metts,  containing, 
by  estimation,  9a.  3r.  17p.,  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
schoolmaster  of  Admaston  school  for  the  time  being. 

The  property  belonging  to  this  charity,  will  appear  firom  the 

following. 

A.  B.  p. 

Little  Aahea  Croft 3  0  12 

Big  Ashen  Croft 6  0  21 

Near  Hadley  Leasow  4  3  17 

Middle        ditto          1  0  26 

Far             ditto          4  2  12 

18    3    8 
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£    8.    d. 

Setat 26  10    0 

Bent-charge  on  the  Long  Metis* 9    0    0 

34  10    0 


*  Prodaoe  of  sale  of  £200  worth  of  the  School-land  timber. 

Two  schools,  one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  are  now 
held  at  Admaston,  in  the  parish  of  Blithfield,  in  a  boilding 
erected  for  that  purpose  by  Lord  Bagot,  on  his  own  land,  and 
at  his  own  expense,  towards  the  maintenance  of  which  these 
rents  are  applied.  Their  amount,  however,  falls  far  short  of  the 
actual  expenditure,  the  excess  of  which  is  paid  by  Lord  Bagot. 
The  master  and  mistress,  Mr.  Thomas  Beckett  and  his  wife, 
receive  £80  a-year  between  them.  The  charge  for  books, 
which  are  purchased  from  the  Bartletf  s  Buildings  Society, 
averages  about  £7  a-year.  Each  scholar  receives  a  Bible  on 
quitting  the  school.  In  addition  to  this,  the  girls  are  clothed. 
The  whole  expense  of  the  establishment,  including  fiiel,  amounts 
to  at  least  £120  a-year.     There  are  40  boys  and  80  girls. 

No  dinners  are  now  provided  pursuant  to  the  directions  of 
the  founding  deed)  it  being  thought  inexpedient  that  this  pro- 
vision should  be  continued. 


GENEBAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  Walter  Bagot  (1702),  £10  per  annum;  and  Rev.  W. 
Bagot  and  Louisa  Bagot,  interest  of  £50  per  annum. 

Thomas  Russell,  £2  12s.  Od.  per  aimum,  out  of  Marchbam 
Farm. 

Dorothy  Hawkes  (1704),  £3  5s.  Od.  per  annum,  out  of  land 
at  Bromley. 

Edward  Clarke  and  others,  interest  of  £30. 

Elizabeth  Bailey  (1735),  £2  7s.  6d.  per  annum,'out  of  Pot- 
ter's Green,  in  Abbof  s  Bromley. 

These  are  all  distributed  to  the  poor. 

Edvraurd  Higson  left  five  shillings  a-year  ''  for  anyone  that 
teacheth  a  school  at  Newton,  in  Blithfield  parish.'^  This  is  paid 
to  a  schoolmistress  there. 
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WOLVEKHAMPTON. 


Wolverhampton  is  the  most  populous  town  in  StaflFordshire : 
in  half  a  century  its  population  has  more  than  tripled.  The 
borough  contains  upwards  of  50,000,  and  the  parish  upwards 
of  1 00,000  inhabitants,  which  is  about  thirty  miles  in  circuit. 

Prior  to  the  year  996  it  was  called  Hampton,  but  upon 
Wulfrune,  relict  of  the  Duke  of  Northampton,  founding  the 
college  and  church  of  St.  Mary  (now  St.  Peter's),  it  was  called 
Wulfrunes  Hampton — ^the  original  of  the  present  name. 

During  the  civil  wars  of  the  17th  century,  it  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Parliamentary  troops,  on  thfe  day  after 
the  battle  of  Hopton  Heath,  near  Stafford.  The  king  held  one 
of  his  courts  here  on  the  17th  August,  1642.  In  1645,  Prince 
Rupert's  head-quarters  were  held  here.  In  1645 — the  day 
after  the  battle  of  Naseby — ^the  king  visited  it  for  the  last  time. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  Mr.  Gough,  of  Perry  Hall,  gave 
the  king  £1200.  Charles  II.  did  not  forget  this,  and  knighted 
the  grandson  of  Mr.  Gough  when  introduced  at  court.  Richard 
Gough,  the  translator  of  Oamden^s  Briiannica,  was  one  of 
this  family. 

The  town  now  contains  many  fine  buildings  of  recent  erec- 
tion; also,  public  baths,  and  an  extensive  cemetery;  eight 
churches,  and  several  Catholic  and  Dissenters  places  of 
worship. 

Many  eminent  men  were  bom  or  educated  here,  amongst 
whom  were  the  eccentric  and  eminent  surgeon  John  Abemethy ; 
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Sir  William  Congreve,  the  engineer;  J.  Pearson^  advocate- 
general  for  India;  Charles  Clandins  Phillips^  the  prince  of 
fiddlers;  William  Pitt^  the  historian;  and  those  two  great 
painters^  Bird  and  Barney. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  free  grammar  school  at  Wolverhampton  was  founded 
by  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  knight,  and  alderman  of  London,  who 
obtained  from  King  Henry  VIII.  two  several  letters  patent, 
respectively  dated  the  22nd  September,  1512,  and  the  12th 
April,  1513 ;  by  the  first  of  which,  the  said  king  did,  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  grammar  school  erected  and  founded  by 
Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  in  the  town  of  Wolverhampton,  empower 
the  masters  and  wardens  of  the  guild  of  fraternity  of  Merchant 
Tailors*  of  London  (of  which  company  Sir  Stephen  was  a  mem- 
ber), to  acquire  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  to  the  yearly 
value  of  £20 ;  and  by  the  latter  of  which  letters  patent  he 
granted  license  to  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  to  give  and  grant  to  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  guild  or  fraternity  of  Merchant 
Tailors',  the  manor  of  Rushocke,  near  Chadesley  Corbet,  with 
the  appurtenances,  in  Rushocke  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
estimated  at  the  annual  value  of  £15,  to  hold  to  the  master  and 
wardens,  and  their  successors  for  ever ;  for  the  better  susten- 
tation  of  one  master,  and  also  of  one  usher  in  the  grammar 
school,  for  instructing  boys  in  the  school  in  good  morals  and 
literature,  and  of  other  necessary  things  to  be  done  there,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  and  sound  rules  and  disposition  by  Sir 
Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  or  his  executors,  or  others  by  him  to  be 
deputed  or  appointed  in  that  behalf,  to  be  ordained,  settled 
and  established. 

By  deed  of  feofiment*  dated  the  25th  May,   1515,   Sir 

*  The  original  deed  of  feofiment  (and  probably  other  early  docoments  relating 
to  this  school,  the  abaence  of  which  throws  considerable  obscurity  orer  its  histoiy) 
are  sopposed  to  haye  been  destroyed  in  the  great  fire  of  London,  in  the  year  1666. 
A  copy  of  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns's  feofiment  is  preserved  in  an  old  book  of  deeds  and 
instruments  belonging  to  the  Company,  from  which  the  above  abstract  is  obtained. 
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Stephen  Jenyns,  '^  by  virtue  of  the  said  letters  patent/'  gmnted 
to  the  master  and  wcurdens  of  the  guild  of  Merchant  Tailors^ 
his  manor  of  Bushocke^  near  Chadesley  Corbet^  with  the  ap- 
purtenances^ in  Bushocke^  in  the  county  of  Worcester;  to  hold 
the  same  for  ever^  in  part  satisfaction  of  the  lands  and  tene- 
ments of  the  yearly  value  of  £20^  which  the  master  and  wardens 
had  license  to  hold  by  letters  patent^  "  to  the  use  and  intent  of 
the  said  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  as  by  his  settlement  (compo^ 
sitionemj  or  his  last  will  made  and  declared  thereof,  more 
manifestly  appears/' 

It  is  not  known  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns  prepared  any 
rules  or  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the  school,  or  that  he 
made  any  declaration  by  will,  or  otherwise,  of  his  intentions 
with  respect  to  it. 

It  appears  from  certain  proceedings  in  a  suit  in  the  court  of 
Chancery,  commenced  in  the  yecur  1626,  that  the  Merchant 
Tailors'  Company,  immediately  after  their  accepting  the  said 
trust,  and,  as  they  state,  in  execution  thereof,  granted  a  lease 
of  the  manor  of  Bushocke,  which  had  been  so  conveyed  to 
them,  to  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  Dame  Margaret  his  wife,  and 
John  Nicholls  her  son,  for  their  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  sur- 
vivor, without  any  reservation  of  rent :  and  that  Sir  Stephen 
Jenyns,  his  wife  and  her  son,  continued  during  their  lives  to 
apply  a  part  only  of  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  maintenance 
of  a  schoolmaster  and  usher  in  the  said  schooL  The  same 
course  had  been  pursued  by  the  Company  after  the  termination 
of  this  lease,  of  the  rent,  which  was  then  £18  a  year,  (reserved 
upon  a  lease  for  99  years,  granted  before  the  expiration  of  the 
lease  for  lives,  with  the  consent  of  the  lessees ;)  £12  per  an. 
only  had  been  for  many  years  paid  [to  the  master  and  usher, 
from  whence  the  Company,  in  their  defence  to  the  said  suit, 
inferred  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns  had  probably  by  some  will 
or  other  appointment,  limited  this  sum  only  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  manor  to  the  master  and  usher,  and  the  rest  of  the  rents 
and  profits  to  remain  to  the  use  of  the  Company.  In  the  result, 
however,  of  the  suit,  a  decree  was  made,  dated  the  24th  May, 
1628,  declaring  that  the  court  was  satisfied  that  the  manor  and 
lands  did  wholly  belong  to  the  school,  and  for  doing  other  ne- 
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cessary  things  there ;  and  ordering  that  the  manor  and  lands 
and  the  profits  thereof,  should  be  settled  and  employed  to  the 
use  of  the  school,  and  of  other  necessary  things  to  be  done 
there,  according  to  the  license,  until  the  Company  could  pro- 
duce Sir  Stephen  Jenyns's  will,  or  some  deed  or  writing  more 
fully  expressing  the  use  thereof.  No  such  will  or  instrument 
haying  ever  being  produced,  the  property  has  remained  set- 
tled under  this  decree,  to  the  uses  expressed  in  the  letters 
patent. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  school-house  in  Wolverhampton, 
which  appears  to  have  been  built  by  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns,  is 
not  comprised  in  the  deed  of  feoffment  above  mentioned,  nor 
is  there  any  conveyance  thereof  to  the  Merchant  TaUors^ 
Company,  now  extant :  but  these  premises  have  been  always 
coJiJed  as  forming  part  of  tixe  Lst  property,  and  are  eL 
pressly  mentioned  in  the  latter  conveyances  in  trust,  which 
win  be  presently  adverted  to. 

The  government  of  the  school,  and  its  revenues,  continued 
to  be  exercised  by  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company  till  the 
year  1766,  when  further  proceedings  were  instituted  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  by  certain  inhabitants  of  Wolverhampton, 
respecting  the  management  of  the  school  property ;  and  the 
Company  having  in  their  answer  to  the  information  filed 
against  them,  stated  that  they  were  willing  and  desirous  to  be 
discharged  firom  the  trust,  an  order  was  subsequently  made, 
dated  the  23rd  July,  1783,  by  which  it  was  directed  that 
they  should  be  discharged  therefirom,  and  should  convey  the 
trust  premises  to  certain  trustees,  approved  by  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  court.  This  was  accordingly  done,  by  an 
indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  the  13th  October,  1784, 
in  which  the  school-house  and  two  messuages,  with  the  offices, 
yards,  gardens,  and  other  appurtenances,  in  Wolverhampton, 
and  the  ground  whereon  the  same  were  erected,  and  also  the 
manor  of  Bushocke,  near  Chadesley  Corbet,  in  Bushocke,  in 
the  county  of  Worcester,  were  conveyed  by  the  Company  to 
the  trustees,  upon  the  like  trusts,  and  subject  to  the  like 
powers  88  those  to  which  the  Company  had  stood  seised  thereof; 
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aud  the  deed  contained  special  directions  when  the  trustees 
should  be  reduced  to  21  or  under,  for  the  appointment  by  the 
survivors,  of  so  many  new  ones  as  should  make  up  the  number 
40.  The  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and  the 
knights  of  the  shire  for  the  bounty  of  Staflford,  to  be  always 
nominated  among  such  trustees. 

Two  subsequent  conveyances  to  trustees  have  been  made, 
pursuant  to  this  provision,  in  the  last  of  which,  dated  23rd  of 
December,  1817,  the  trust  estate  is  described  as  comprising,  in 
addition  to  the  premises  in  Wolverhampton  and  the  manor  of 
Bushocke,  all  those  messuages,  farms,  and  parcels  of  land 
situate  in  the  several  parishes  of  Rushocke,  Dodderhill,  Upton 
Warren,  and  Chadesley  Corbet,  all  in  the  county  of  Worcester, 
and  containing  altogether  823a.  1r.  25p.,  or  thereabouts. 

This  variation  in  the  description  appears  to  have  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  an  inclosure  of  common  lands  at  Ru- 
shocke, the  Act  for  which  passed  in  the  year  1805.  By  the 
award  under  this  Act,  several  parcels  of  land,  containing 
32a.  2r.  34p.  were  allotted  to  the  trustees  as  lords  of  the  manor 
of  Rushocke,  out  of  the  common  or  waste  called  Rushocke 
Wood,  and  also  other  parcels  of  land,  containing  65a.  1r.  14p. 
out  of  the  common  fields  in  the  manor.  The  commissioner 
likewise  awarded  that  certain  exchanges  should  be  made  of 
lands  belonging  to  the  trustees,  for  other  lands  belonging  to 
neighbouring  proprietors,  in  which  exchanges  the  quantity  of 
land  given  by  the  trustees,  amounted  to  181a.  2r.  5p.  and  the 
quantity  received  by  them  to  157a.  3r.  1p.,  being  a  loss  to  the 
trustees  of  23a.  3r.  4p.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  extent 
of  territory  acquired  by  the  trustees  under  this  enclosure  was 
not  very  great,  but  the  improvement  of  their  property  in  the 
quality  of  the  exchanged  lands,  and  their  more  convenient 
situation  with  respect  to  the  rest  of  the  estate,  is  stated  to  be 
considerable.  The  price  they  paid  for  this  amelioration  was 
also  considerable.  By  the  commissioner's  award,  various  sums, 
amounting  to  £192  12s.,  were  directed  to  be  paid  by  the 
trustees  to  the  other  proprietors,  for  making  fences  on  new 
allotments,  and  keeping  up  the  fences  of  old  inclosores  taken 
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by  them  in  exchange ;  and  a  further  sum  of  £143  1 7s.  4d. 
was  awarded  to  be  paid  by  the  trustees,  being  part  of  a 
sum  of  £204  16s.  allowed  for  the  expense  of  making  and 
completing  the  exchanges,  a  proportion  which  certainly  indi- 
cates the  opinion  of  the  commissioner,  that  the  exchanges 
were  advantageous  to  the  school  property. 

The  proportion  paid  by  the  trustees  of  the  rate  assessed 
for  the  charges  of  procuring  the  Inclosure  Act,  and  of 
the  subsequent  proceedings,  amounted  to  £1,453  16s.  lOd. 
in  which  amount,  however,  the  before-mentioned  sum  of 
£143  17s.  4d.  appears  to  have  been  included;  thus  making 
the  whole  charge  incurred  by  the  trustees  in  this  transaction, 
£1,646  8s.  lOd. 

In  the  absence  of  all  early  documents  respecting  the  trust 
property,  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  how  fiEkr,  at  the 
time  of  the  inclosure,  the  quantity  of  land  agreed  with  that 
received  from  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns ;  but  there  is  no  ground  to 
suppose  that  any  diminution  of  quantity  had  taken  place,  none 
such  having  been  suggested  in  the  various  investigations  which 
have  been  had  in  the  Court  of  Chanceiy.  In  those  investiga- 
tions, many  questions  arose  respecting  both  the  management  of 
the  property  and  the  application  of  the  revenues  while  under 
the  direction  of  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company ;  but  these 
having  received  the  final  decision  of  the  court,  it  is  not  necessary 
now  to  advert  to  them,  or  indeed  to  enter  into  any  examination 
of  the  accounts  of  the  school,  previous  to  the  transfer  of  the 
management  from  the  Company  in  1785.  At  present  it  is  only 
necessary  to  observe,  that  the  rent  of  the  trust  estate,  when  it 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  Company,  upon  the  expiration 
of  the  lease  for  99  years  above  referred  to,  was  £30  a-year ; 
and  that  when  they  transferred  it  to  the  trustees  appointed 
by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  annui^  rents  amounted  to 
£461  148. 

This  estate,  with  the  additions  and  improvements  derived 
under  the  Inclosure  Act,  is  let  in  separate  farms  and  parcels  to 
different  tenants.  The  lettings  on  the  visit  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  were  as  follows : — 

2   K 
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Tenants.                             Premises.                    Quantities.  Rents. 

A.     R.    r.  £     s.  D. 

John  Lett  NewFann    229    0  32...  420    0    0 

George  Jackson Rushocke  Court  Pann  171    0    6...  260    0    0 

JohnWatkins LeylandFarm 163    2    8...  210    0    0 

f  Haynam*8  or  Minshull's^i 

Tk    T-ii  \     farm  and  land  in  the  C     loo    or  ion    n    n 

J^^^^^y j     parishes  of  DodderhiUC     ^22    2    5...    120    0    0 

C     and  Upton  Warren . . .  y 

JohnCorbett Bach  Elm  Farm  108  3  27...  IQp    0  0 

Thomas  Everton    ...  Little  London 13  0  39...  22    0  0 

John  Evans 7  3  33...  15  10  0 

Charles  Taylor  3  2  19...  15  15  0 

Joseph  Burford 3  1  16  ...  5    0  0 

823    1  25  ...1,168    5    0 

These  farms  are  let  from  year  to  year.  Under  the  preceding 
leases  granted  by  the  trustees,  the  rents  reserved  bad,  till  the 
year  1807,  amoonted,  after  deducting  land-tax,  to  £546  Is.  6d. 
In  that  year  an  increase  took  place,  making  the  amount  of  rent, 
including  the  land-tax,  £683 18s. ;  and  in  1813  it  was  referred 
to  Mr.  Bishton,  the  commissioner  for  the  inclosure,  an  eminent 
land  surveyor,  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  farms,  and  settle 
the  terms  for  new  lettings;  and  under  his  advice  new 
leases  were  granted ;  some  small  alterations  in  the  rents  have 
since  been  made.  Lett's  Farm,  which  was  let  in  1810,  for  £365 
was  raised  to  £420 ;  and  Taylor's  which  was  let  for  10  guineas, 
was  raised  to  15  guineas,  in  consequence  of  his  house  having 
been  re-built  at  an  expense  of  £152  5s.  8d.  On  the  other  hand, 
Lilley's  rent  was  reduced  from  £150  to  £120  and  Corbett's  from 
£125  to  £100.  These  reductions  (the  lattor  of  which  took  place 
before  Corbett  came  into  possession)  appear  to  have  been  made 
in  consequence  of  the  poverty  of  the  tenants,  combined  with 
an  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  trustees,  that  these  farms  (of 
which  the  land  is  poor)  were  rather  overlet.  The  result  of  these 
several  variations  created  an  addition  to  the  aggregate  rents 
of  5b. 

In  addition  to  the  rents,  some  considerable  emoluments  have 
been  made  by  the  trustees,  from  the  sale  of  timber  off  the 
estate.     The  total  produce  of  these  sales,  from  the  year  1795, 
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after  deducting  £19  5s.  Id.  for  the  expenses,  was  £2,377  Os.  5d. 
including  therein  the  balance  of  receipts  and  payments  for  tim- 
ber growing  on  the  exchanged  lands  in  1812,  amounting  to 
£57  6s.  The  whole  of  this  was  received,  except  £23  paid  to 
a  former  receiver,  whose  account  was  never  settled,  he  having 
become  insolvent. 

The  trustees  also  received,  in  1797,  a  sum  of  £132  17s.  2d. 
part  of  a  balance  of  £310  14s.  9d.  due  from  the  Merchant 
Tailors'  Company,  at  the  termination  of  their  trust  (which, 
with  some  other  monies,  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
accountant  general,)  after  deducting  therefrom  some  costs  sub- 
sequently incurred  in  the  Court  of  Chancery;  and  they  also  had 
a  donation  of  £50  from  the  trustees  of  Andrew  Newton,  Esq., 
of  Lichfield,  being  part  of  a  sum  of  money  left  by  him,  at  their 
disposal,  for  charitable  purposes.  Returns  of  property-4)ax 
were  made  at  different  times,  to  the  amount  of  £861  13s.  2d., 
up  to  1820.  The  whole  of  these  extra  receipts,  were  however, 
applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  inclosure,  and 
of  the  large  repairs  which  have  at  different  times  been  necessary, 
and  the  rents  above-mentioned  remain  the  only  permanent 

income  c^  the  trust. 

The  school  thus  founded  and   endowed,  continued,  while 

under  the  government  of  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  to 
be  conducted  by  a  head  master  and  an  usher  (who  also  officiated 
as  writing  master),  and  whose  salaries,  at  the  termination  of 
that  trust,  were  £68  6s.  8d.  to  the  former,  and  £31  13s.  4d.  to 
the  latter ;  a  rate  at  which  the  former  had  remained  from  the 
year  1674,  and  the  latter  from  the  year  1665.  It  does  not 
appear  what  particular  regulations  were  originally  established 
or  prevailed  during  the  above  period,  as  to  the  internal  con- 
stitution of  the  school,  the  number  of  scholars,  or  the  local 
limits  within  which  they  were  to  be  taken.  When  the  trustees 
assumed  the  government  of  the  school  in  1785,  among  other 
rules  adopted  for  its  regulation,  th^y  resolved  that  the  head 
master  and  ushers  should  not  be  obliged  to  teach  more  than 
150  boys;  and  that  the  head  master  should  have  liberty  to 
take  forty  boarders,  and  the  usher  twelve  (and  no  more  without 
leave  of  the   standing   committee),  who  were   to   have   their 
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schooling  free,  paying  for  their  board.  They  appointed  a  head 
master^  with  a  salary  of  £1 50  a-year,  an  usher,  with  a  salary  of 
£80,  and  a  master  for  writing,  arithmetic,  and  mathematics, 
with  a  salary  of  £70 ;  and  in  1788  were  added  to  these  a  master 
for  French  and  German,  and  a  drawing  master,  with  a  salary 
to  each  of  £60. 

The  head  master^s  salary  received  no  addition  till  the  year 
1814,  when  it  was  raised  at  once  to  £500,  to  commence  from 
September  in  that  year,  he  keeping  the  school-house  in  which 
he  resided,  and  the  old  school,  in  repair.  The  usher's  salary 
was  raised  in  1807  to  £100,  and  in  1815  to  £200,  to  commence 
from  the  monlii  of  September,  he  keeping  the  house  in  which 
he  resided,  and  the  windows  of  the  school  used  by  him,  in 
repair.  The  writing  master  had  an  addition  of  £10  a-year  to 
his  salary,  made  in  1796,  for  attending  the  boys  to  church. 
From  the  year  1801  to  1817,  he  appears  to  have  received  a 
salary  of  two  guineas  a- week,  which  was  granted  to  him  in 
consideration  of  his  having  a  very  large  family.  In  ihe  latter 
year  he  was  superannuated  on  a  pension  of  fifty  guineas,  and 
the  salary  of  the  writing  master  was  fixed  at  £84  a-year.  The 
salary  of  the  French  and  German  master  was  raised  in  1816  to 
£80,  and  that  of  the  drawing  master  in  1817  to  £70. 

In  order  to  understand  the  conditions  annexed  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  head  master's  and  usher's  salaries,  it  is  necessary 
to  state,  that  the  school  buildings  consist  of  a  handsome  school- 
room, with  a  good  house  at  each  end,  which  were  erected  in  the 
year  1715,  and  of  another  room  called  the  new  school,  built  by 
the  trustees  in  the  year  1785,  on  part  of  the  play  ground  at  the 
back  of  the  premises,  the  old  school  not  being  thought  by  them 
sufficiently  capacious.  At  the  time  when  the  salaries  were 
increased,  the  head  master  taught  the  upper  classes  in  the  old 
school,  and  the  usher  the  lower  classes  in  the  new  school.  This 
arrangement,  however,  has  been  since  altered. 

Upon  the  re-opening  of  the  school,  the  trustees  appointed 
98  day- scholars  from  the  town,  making,  with  the  allowed  num- 
ber of  52  boarders,  the  complement  of  150 ;  but,  before  the 
masters'  houses  were  ready  to  receive  their  boarders,  many  of 
these  98  had  been  taken  away, — their  parents  finding  the  sijsiem 
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of  education  to  be  etich  as  ddd  not  aiM  their  staUon  itn  Itfe. 
The  boarders  continaed  for  some  time  to  increase,  but  the  day 
scholars  decreased ;  so  that  the  whole  number  of  scholars  of 
both  descriptions,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  then 
head  master,  never  exceeded  100.*  In  1803,  an  entry  in  the 
minute-book  noticed  the  great  decrease  of  boys  in  the  free- 
school,  which  then  amounted  to  only  22 ;  this,  however,  must 
have  been  meant  of  the  day  •scholars  only,  as  it  appears,  by 
other  testimony,  that  the  total  number  never  was  so  small  as 
this.  The  head  master  in  that  year  had  1 7  boarders ;  how 
many  the  usher  may  have  had  we  cannot  ascertain.  The  trus- 
tees resolved  to  call  a  general  meeting  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  this  decrease,  and  afterwards  appointed  a  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  and  to  devise  the  means  of  restoring  the 
school  ^^  to  its  intended  state  of  public  utility ; "  but  it  does 
not  appear  that  any  thing  elSectual  was  done«  Though  there 
is  no  restriction  by  the  foundation  as  to  the  place  fixim  whence 
the  sdiolars  are  to  be  taken,  it  has  idways  been  usual  to  no- 
minate the  day  boys  from  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
The  day-boys  are  admitted  by  the  master,  on  the  recommenda« 
tion  of  the  trustees,  and  the  only  qualification  required  for 
admission  is,  that  they  should  be  able  to  read  competently. 
They  are  at  no  expense  whatever,  except  for  school-books. 
Formerly  a  small  contribution  was  required  from  them,  in  order 
to  defray  an  annual  charge  of  £6  incurred  by  tiie  master  for 
sweeping  the  school  and  lighting  the  fires;  but  this  was 
abolished  in  1803  by  the  trustees,  who  took  the  payment  of 
that  charge  on  themselves.  Some  other  sums  have  also  been 
heretofore  received  by  the  head  master,  under  the  following 
circnmstanoes.  According  to  the  regular  course  of  education, 
the  boys  remain  with  the  usher  till  they  are  able  to  scan  and  to 


**  The  then  head  mettur,  the  Ber.  Wm.  Tindelly  was  elected  in  1800,  prarioiu 
to  which  time  he  hed  been  nsher,  from  the  opening  of  the  tchool  in  1785.  His 
list  of  boerden  is  the  onlj  one  of  any  kind  to  be  met  with.  It  appeared  that  his 
nnmber  of  boarders,  while  nsher,  was  fbll,  and  for  some  years  exceeded  the  limit, 
the  head  master  having  transferred  to  him  a  part  of  his  pririlege.  Alter  he 
became  head  master,  his  nnmbers  Taried  considerably ;  but  in  no  year^  ezoept  the 
first,  did  they  amount  to  lo  many  as  twenty-eight. 
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read  Ovid,  when  they  are  transferred  to  the  head  master ;  but 
a  custom  has  prevailed,  for  the  head  master  to  take  under  his 
tuition  boys  not  so  qualified,  on  being  paid  for  each  four  guineas 
a-year.  This  appears  to  have  been  always  done  by  agreement 
with  the  parents,  and  at  their  request ;  but  the  practice  being 
brought  under  the  notice  of  the  trustees  was  disapproved  by 
them,  and  by  their  desire  discontinued. 

The  regular  expenditure  of  this  establishment  was,  at  the 
time  the  Charity  Commissioners  issued  their  report,  as  follows  : 

£    s.    d.  £    6.  d 

Mafiters' Salaries. — Headmaster 500    0    0 

Usher 200    0    0 

Writing  master 84    0    0 

French  and  German  master 80    0    0 

Drawing  master 70    0    0— 934    0  0 

Pension  to  snperammated  writing  master  52  10  0 

Receiver  of  the  rents 5    5  0 

Land  tax  and  King's  rent  8s.  6d.* 51  12  1 

Insurance  of  farm  buildings  £4  14s.  6d.,  school  £2  17s 7  11  6 

Allowance  to  master  for  cleaning  schools  and  lighting  fires 6    6  0 

Coals  for  the  schools  (ayerage  of  ten  years)  9  16  9 

Taking  care  of  the  pump  0  10  0 

Expenses  on  the  two  rent  dayS)  about 15    0  0 

£1,082  11    4 

leaving  a  surplus  income  of  £85  13s.  8d.  subject  to  the  charge 
of  repairs  and  occasional  expenses. 

The  repairs  have  at  times  been  of  very  considerable  amount. 
The  expense  of  building  the  new  schoolroom,  in  1785,  was  near 
£730.  Upon  granting  the  new  leases,  in  1810,  at  advanced 
rents,  a  general  repair  of  the  farm  premises  took  place,  the 
payments  for  which,  in  the  subsequent  years,  appear  to  have 
amounted  to  about  £1,140.  By  these,  and  similar  charges, 
and  the  expenses  attending  the  inclosure,  not  only  the  extra 
receipts  before  adverted  to,  but  the  annual  surpluses  of  income 
have  been  exhausted.  At  the  settlement  of  accounts,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1819,  the  treasurer  had  a  balance  in  hand  of 
£364  lis.  6d.,  which  waQ  subject  to  the  discharge  of  an  ac- 
count due  to  the  solicitor  to  the  trust,  of  £135  4s.,  and  to  the 
payment  of  the  Michaelmas  salaries,  and  other  expenses. 
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The  sadden  and  very  large  addition  made  to  the  head 
master's  salary  in  1814,  raising  it  at  once  from  £150  to  £500  a 
year  appears  monstrous,  unaccompanied  as  It  was  by  any  pro- 
portionate advance  in  the  other  salaries ;  and,  for  aught  that 
appeared,  not  called  for  by  any  increase  of  labour  or  exertion 
in  the  conduct  of  the  school,  or  in  the  promotion  of  its  efficiency. 
Much  dissatisfaction  appeared  to  have  been  excited  by  it  in  the 
town  It  was  said  to  have  been  passed  at  a  meeting  where  only 
a  few  trustees-^the  friends  of  the  master — ^were  present,  and 
without  any  previous  notice  of  the  business  which  was  to  be 
brought  forward ;  and  it  seemed  to  be  considered  as  a  wastefrd 
expenditure  of  the  increased  revenue,  which  was  thus  prevented 
from  producing  any  corresponding  increase  of  advantage  to 
the  school  or  to  the  town.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that 
according  to  the  charter  of  Henry  YIIT.,  and  the  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  of  1 628,  that  the  whole  of  the  improved 
rates  were  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance  of  the  master  and 
usher  of  the  school,  and  other  necessary  things  to  be  done 
there.  This  claim  was  advanced  by  the  master  under  legal 
advice.  It  was  made  at  one  of  the  regular  half-yearly  meet- 
ings of  trustees,  of  which  the  usual  notice  was  given ;  and  it 
appears  that  the  master  had  previously  mentioned  his  intention 
to  one  only  of  the  trustees,  whom  he  requested  to  attend.  The 
trustees  took  the  matter  into  immediate  consideration,  and  at 
the  same  meeting  agreed  to  the  proposed  augmentation. 

At  the  next  half  yearly  meeting,  the  usher  also  applied  for 
an  increase  of  salary,  which  was  at  that  time  refused,  on  the 
ground  that  the  trust  estate  was  still  in  debt  from  the  great 
expenses  lately  incurred;  but  at  the  subsequent  meeting  in 
September,  1815,  his  salary  was  raised  to  £200  a-year;  an 
increase  very  disproportionate  to  that  of  the  head  master. 

If  the  master^s  claim  to  an  advance  of  salary  was  well 
founded  as  a  matter  of  right,  under  the  terms  of  the  foundation, 
the  usher  certainly  possessed  a  similar  right;  and  the  trustees 
seem  to  have  been  somewhat  precipitate  in  admitting  at  once 
the  master's  claim  to  such  an  extent,  as  disabled  them  fi^m 
attending  at  the  same  time  to  the  equally  just  claim  of  the 
usher.     There  seems  no  reason  why  these  salaries  should  not 


284  WOLVERHAMPTON    FREE    GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 


p 


hare  reeeived  a  proportionate  increase,  no  allegation  of  mis- 
conduct haying  been  made  against  the  usher,  as  a  ground  for 
refusing  it  to  him,'  nor  any  suggestion  that  the  former  propor- 
tions were  improper.  No  reasonable  person  could  acquiesce  in 
the  propriety  of  the  claim,  which  appears  to  have  been 
advanced  by  the  master  on  this  occasion,  as  the  terms  of 
the  founding  instruments  seem  to  invest  the  trustees  with  a 
discretion,  so  to  regulate  the  amount  of  the  salaries  as  to  leave 
a  suflScient  portion  of  the  income  in  hand  for  such  other 
purposes  as  may  appear  to  them  contributory  to  the  interests 
of  the  charity. 

Under  the  words  of  the  charter,  which  speaks  of  other 
necessary  things  to  be  done,  besides  the  maintenance  of  the 
master  and  usher,  a  discretion  appears  to  be  vested  in  the 
trustees,  of  making  such  reasonable  additions  to  the  establish- 
ment as  may  be  auxiliary  to  the  grammar  school;  and  the 
additions  they  have  made,  appear,  in  some  instances,  to  have 
been  of  that  description,  and  to  have  been  beneficial  to  the 
school. 

There  are  also  two  small  benefactions  to  the  masters  of  this 
school,  which  do  not  pass  through  the  hands  of  the  trustees. 

1st.— Mr.  RandaU  Wolley,  by  his  will,  dated  the  28rd 
March,  1615,  left  to  the  Merchant  Tailors^  Company,  £100  in 
trust,  to  pay  y^rly  £5  to  the  master  and  usher  of  the  free 
school  at  Wolverhampton,  viz.,  to  the  master,  £1  13s.  4d. ; 
and  to  the  usher,  £3  6s.  8d.  This  annual  sum  of  £6  is  regu- 
larly paid  by  the  Company  to  the  master  and  usher,  in  the 
prescribed  proportions. 

2nd. — ^It  is  stated  in  an  inscription  on  a  table  of  benefac- 
tions in  the  church,  the  date  of  which  is  1703,  that  Mr. 
Nechells  (who  is  said,  in  a  previous  inscription,  to  have  been  a 
merchant  of  the  staple,  bom  in  the  town,)  "  did,  about  70  years 
before,  give  20s.  yearly  towards  the  augmentation  of  the  usher's 
wages  of  the  free  school,  which  was  very  small  in  those  days, 
the  old  lease  of  fiushocke  being  then  in  being/' 

The  usher  had  been  used  to  receive  annually  fix>m  the 
steward  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  and  his  ancestors,  the  sum 
of  20s.     The  only  information  which  appears  to  exist  as  to  the 
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origin  of  this  payment,  is  contained  in  an  old  book  preserved 
among  Lord  Stafford's  documents,  which  was  compiled  by  the 
Bey.  Mr.  Plascton,  chaplain  and  principal  agent  to  the  first 
Lord  Gower,  and  in  which  there  is  the  following  entry  among 
the  list  of  fee-farm  rents  payable  by  Lord  Gower : 

"  To  the  usher  or  second  master  of  the  school  at  W.hampton, 
th'  being  a  summ  of  money  put  in  the  hands  of  James  Leyeson 
for  this  purpose,  OIZ.  00s.  OOd." 

The  payment  is  annually  entered  in  all  the  accounts  of  the 
Wolverhampton  steward,  from  the  year  1607,  the  date  of  the 
earliest  account  which  has  been  found ;  and  in  the  first  and 
several  following  entries,  it  is  called  "an  ancient  rent '*  to  the 
school  at  Wolverhampton.  For  a  few  years  previous  to  its 
discontinuance  in  1785,  it  is  entered  as  "  Lady  Gower's  Gift,'' 
but  this  is  at  variance  with  all  the  preceding  entries,  and  seems 
to  be  clearly  erroneous. 

Mr.  Tindall  was  not  aware  of  this  payment  having  been 
made,  till  some  years  after  his  appointment  as  usher,  when  he 
discovered  it ;  supposing  it  to  be  the  same  benefaction  as  that 
mentioned  in  the  tablet,  he  applied  for  it  as  Nechell's  bene- 
faction. The  auditor  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  who  had 
succeeded  to  that  office  in  the  interval,  finding  nothing  to 
connect  Nechell's  benefaction  with  the  payments  mentioned  in 
the  steward's  accounts,  required  some  further  explanation 
before  he  admitted  the  claim.  There  seems,  indeed,  no  way  of 
reconciling  these  benefactions,  but  by  supposing  that  the  money 
from  which  this  payment  is  stated  to  have  originated,  was 
placed  by  Nechells  in  the  hands  of  James  Leveson,  (who  as 
well  as  himself  was  a  merchant  of  the  staple  at  Wolverhampton, 
and  died  about  the  year  1545,)  for  the  purpose  of  this  charity, 
and  was  secured  by  him  upon  his  land,  thus  constituting  the 
ancient  rent  mentioned  in  the  earlier  entries ;  and  that  the  loose 
date  of  '^  seventy  years  ago "  given  to  the  benefaction  in  the 
tablet  is  erroneous,  or  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the 
inscription  having  been  copied  from  some  earlier  document. 
It  may  be  observed,  that  long  before  the  death  of  Jamea 
Leveson,  the  name  of  John  Nechells  occurs  as  one  of  the 

2l 


286  WOLVERHAMPTON    FREE   GRAMMAR    SCHOOL. 

attorneys^  appointed  by  the  founder,  to  give  livery  of  seizin  of 
the  manor  of  Bushocke  to  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company. 

There  seemed,  however,  good  ground  for  claiming,  on  the 
part  of  the  usher,  an  annuity  to  this  amount  firom  the  Marquis 
of  Stafford,  from  whatever  source  it  may  have  originated. 


THE  SCHEME  OF  1854, 

For  the  fature  management  and  regulation  of  the  Wolverhampton  Free  Grammar 
School,  and  of  the  Revenues  thereof,  as  allowed  by  an  order  of  the  Conrt  of 
Chancery,  dated  the  20th  day  of  February,  1854,  namely  :— 

The  Woly£B.haicpton  Fbee  Gbaicmab  School  shall  be  maintained  and  ma- 
naged by  the  trustees  thereof,  according  to  the  following  regulations,  that  is  to 
say: — 

1. — The  trustees  shall,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  office  of  head  master,  now  held 
by  the  Eev.  William  White,  becomes  vacant,  appoint  some  proper  person,  beinga 
graduate  of  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Durham,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  established  Church  of  England,  and  of  good  character,  and  well  calcu- 
lated to  discharge  the  duties  hereinafter  required  of  him,  to  be  the  head  master 
of  the  school ;  and  the  trustees  shall  also,  with  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the 
head  master  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  from  time  to  time,  as  the  office  of 
usher,  now  held  by  the  Rev.  John  Gooch,  becomes  vacant,  appoint  some  proper 
person,  being  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or 
Durham,  and  a  member  of  the  established  Church  of  England,  and  of  good 
character,  and  well  calculated  to  discharge  the  duties  hereinafter  required  of  him 
to  be  the  usher  of  the  school.  And  the  trustees  shall  also,  with  the  like  consent 
as  aforesaid  appoint,  and  from  time  to  time  as  vacancies  occur  shall  appoint,  a  fit 
/  and  proper  person  to  be  the  master  of  the  school  for  teaching  writing  and 
I  arithmetic,  and  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  German  master  of  the  school,  and  a 
i  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  the  French  master  of  the  school,  and  a  fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  the  drawing  master  of  the  schooL  And  the  trustees  shall  take  care 
to  see  that  the  scholars  are  properly  taught  and  instructed  by  such  head  master, 
and  by  the  usher  respectively  to  be  so  appointed  aa  aforesaid,  and  by  the  master  fnr 
teaching  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  master  for  teaching  the  German  language, 
the  master  for  teaching  the  French  language,  and  the  drawing  master  respectively 
hereinbefore  mentioned.  Provided  always,  that  the  same  person  shall  not  be 
appointed  to  occupy  the  situations  of  German  master  and  of  French  master 
in  the  school;  although  the  same  person  may  occupy  both  the  situations  of 
German  master  and  drawing  master,  or  of  French  master  and  of  drawing  master 
in  the  school,  if  the  trustees  shall  think  fit.  Provided  also,  that  in  addition  to 
the  salaries  hereinafter  provided  for  each  of  them,  the  German  master,  French 
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master,  and  drawing  master,  the  parents  or  friends  of  each  boy  who  shall  be 
instmcted  in  German,  French,  or  drawing  respectively,  shall  pay  to  the  German,    V^ 
French,  or  drawing  master  respectively,  in  respect  of  such  instmction,  the     » 
quarterly  snm  of  five  shillings. 

2. — The  trostees  shall,  from  time  to  time,  use  their  best  endeavours  to  keep 
np  a  proper  number  of  boys  to  be  scholars  at  the  school ;  and  until  the  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  whose  court  this  matter  stands  or  shall  stand  attached, 
shall  otherwise  direct,  the  number  of  boys  at  the  school  shall  not  be  permitted  to 
exoMd  one  hundred,  exclusive  of  the  head  master's  and  usher's'Boarders.  But  it 
^Ball  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  for  the  time  being  from  time  to  time  to  apply  to 
such  judge  as  aforesaid  for  directions  to  increase  the  number  of  boys  at  the  said 
school  exclusive  as  aforesaid.  Any  such  judge  shall  make  such  directions 
thereupon,  or  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 

3. — ^No  boy  shall  be  admitted  as  a  scholar  into  the  school  who  shall  be  under 
the  age  of  eight  years,  or  unable  to  read  competently  English,  or  who  (not  being 
one  of  the  head  master's  or  usher's  boarders)  shall  not  have  been  first  approved 
of  by  the  trustees. 

4. — ^The  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including 
therein  the  townships  of  Bilston,  Willenhall,  and  Wednesfidd,  shall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  preference  over  all  other  applicants  for  admission  to  the  school. 
And  whenever  the  above-mentioned  number  of  scholars  shall  not  be  filled  up  by 
reason  of  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  approved  applicants— children  of 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including  the  townships  aforesaid,  to 
fill  up  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  admit  as  scholars,  to  fill  up 
the  vacancies,  any  'proper  applicants  they  might  approve  of,  being  children  of 
inhabitants  of  the  parishes  of  TettenhaU,  Bushbury,  Fenn,  and  Sedgley ;  and 
whenever  the  above-mentioned  number  of  scholars  shall  not  be  filled  up  by 
reason  of  there  not  being  a  sufficient  number  of  approved  applicants — children  of 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including  the  said  townships,  and  of 
the  parishes  of  TettenhaU,  Bushbury,  Fenn,  and  Sedgley,  to  fill  up  the  same,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  admit  as  scholars,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies,  any 
proper  applicants  they  may  approve  of,  not  being  children  of  inhabitants  of  the 
parishes  of  Wolverhampton,  TettenhaU,  Bushbury,  Fenn,  or  Sedgley.  Frovided 
always,  that  the  designation  "inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton, 
mduding  therein  the  townships  of  Bilston,  WiUenhall,  and  Wednesfidd,"  shaU, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be  deemed  to  extend  to  and  indude  every  person  who 
shaU  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  within  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton  or  any 
township  therein,  whether  sudi  person  shaU  actuaUy  reside  within  the  parish  of 
Wolverhampton,  or  shaU  reside  in  any  adjoining  parish. 

5.— So  long  as  the  Rev.  William  White  shaU  continue  to  be  the  head  master  of 
the  school,  the  trustees  shaU  (subject  to  reduction  as  after-mentioned)  continue  to 
pay  to  him  the  annual  sum  of  £400  as  his  stipend,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments 
in  each  year :  and  in  case  he  shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other 
day  than  one  of  the  quarterly  days  of  payment  of  the  said  aimual  sum  of  £400,  a 
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proportionate  part  of  the  said  annual  sum  for  the  period  intervening  between  the 
happening  of  such  event  and  the  then  last  preceding  quarterly  day,  shall  (subject 
to  the  like  reduction),  be  paid  to  him,  his  etecutors,  administrators,  or  assigns. 
And  the  Eev.  William  White  shall,  so  long  as  he  continue  to  be  the  head  master  of 
the  school,  keep  the  house  called  the  master's  house  and  the  school-room  thereto 
adjoining,  called  the  old  school,  in  complete  repair,  and  shall  leave  the  same 
respectively  in  complete  repair  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  resignation  of  the  office 
of  head  master  of  the  school. 

6. — ^After  the  Eev.  William  White  shall  have  ceased  to  be  the  head  master  of 
the  school,  the  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  head  master  for  the  time  being  the  annual 
^  sum  of  £250  as  his  stipend,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments  in  each  year ;  and 
in  case  he  shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other  day  than  one  of 
the  quarterly  days  of  payment  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  £250,  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  said  annual  sum  for  the  period  intervening  between  the  happening  of 
such  event  and  the  then  last  preceding  quarterly  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns.  And  after  the  Eev.  William  White  shall 
have  ceased  to  be  the  head  master  of  the  school,  the  head  master  for  the  time 
being  shall,  in  addition  to  his  stipend,  be  allowed  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  such 
a  proportion  of  the  entrance  and  capitation  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  scholars  of  the 
school  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 

7.— The  head  master  shaU  be  permitted  to  have  the  use  and  occupation,  rent 

free,  of  the  dwelling-house  called  the  master's  house,  but  he  shall  pay  the  rates 

and  taxes  payable  in  respect  of  the  same.    And  the  head  master  shall  exercise  a 

general  supervision  over  the  affairs  and  management  of  the  school,  and  the 

.  teaching  of  the  scholars,  and  he  shall  diligently  instruct  the  scholars  in  Greek  and 

:  Latm,  in  mathematics,  and  in  ancient  and  modem  history  and  geography,  and 

I  shall  also  instruct  in  the  holy  Scriptures  all  the  scholars,  except  those  whose 

/  parents  or  guardians  shall,  on  conscientious  grounds  object,  by  some  writing 

signed  by  them,  to  such  last-mentioned  instruction.    Provided  always,  that  so  long 

as  the  Kev.  William  White  continues  to  be  the  head  master  of  the  school,  he 

shall  not  be  required  to  teach  mathematics  in  the  school. 

8. — The  trustees  shall  henceforth  pay  to  the  Rev.  John  Gooch,  in  lieu  of  his 
present  stipend,  and  to  the  future  usher  of  the  school  for  the  time  being,  the 
annual  sum  of  £150  as  his  stipend,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments  in  each  year. 
And  in  case  he  shall  die  or  shall  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other  day  than  one 
of  the  quarterly  days  of  payment  of  the  said  annual  sum  of  £150,  a  proportionate 
part  of  the  said  annual  sum  for  the  period  mtervening  between  the  happening  of 
such  event  and  the  then  last  preceding  quarterly  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his 
executors,  administrators,  or  assigns.  And  the  usher  of  the  school  shall,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  stipend,  receive  and  be  paid  such  a  proportion  of  the  entrance  and 
capitation  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  scholars  of  the  school  as  is  hereinafter  mentioned. 
Provided  nevertheless,  that  if,  during  the  time  when  the  Eev.  John  Gooch  shall 
continue  to  be  the  usher  of  the  school,  the  said  annual  sum  of  £150,  together  with 
the  annual  amount  so  to  be  received  by  or  paid  to  him,  for  such  entrance  and  ca- 
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pitation  fees  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  amomit  to  the  animal  smn  of  £200  in  the 
whole,  then,  and  so  often  as  the  same  shall  happen,  the  trustees  shall  pay  to  the 
Bey.  John  Qooch,  at  the  end  of  each  year,  in  which  such  deficiency  as  aforesaid 
shall  take  place,  such  a  further  sum  of  money  out  of  the  charity  funds  as,  together 
with  the  annual  sum  of  £150,  and  the  amount  so  to  be  reoeiyed  by  or  paid  to  him 
during  the  year  for  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees  as  aforesaid,  will  make  up 
the  full  sum  of  £200;  subject  neyertheless,  in  respect  of  such  annual  sum  of  £150, 
and  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  the  trustees  to  make  up  sudi  deficiency  as  aforesaid, 
to  such  reduction  as  is  after  mentioned. 

9. — ^The  usher  shall  be  permitted  to  haye  the  use  and  occupation,  rent  free,  of 
the  dwelling-house  called  the  usher's  house,  but  he  shall  pay  the  rates  and  taxes 
payable  in  respect  of  the  same ;  and  the  usher  shall  assist  the  head  master  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  and  shall  also  instruct  the  scholars  in  the  English  language 
and  spelling  and  reading  the  same ;  and  he  shall  diligently  giye  instruction  in  the 
holy  Scriptures,  and  in  the  catechism  of  the  Church  of  England  respectiyely  to  the  / 
scholars,  except  those  whose  par^its  or  guardians  shall,  on  conscientious  grounds, 
object  by  some  writing  signed  by  them  to  such  last>mentioned  instruction;  and  so 
long  as  the  Eey.  William  White  continues  to  be  head  master  of  the  school  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  usher  to  take  upon  himself  the  entire  instruction  of  the  scholars 
in  mathematics— proyided  neyertheless,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Key.  John 
Gooch,  with  the  approbation  of  the  trustees,  but  not  otherwise,  so  long  as  he 
continues  usher  of  the  school,  to  reside  in  some  dwelling-house  other  than  the 
usher's  house,  and  to  let  the  usher's  house,  and  receiye  the  rents  thereof  for  his 
own  benefit— he  paying  the  rates  and  taxes  payable  in  respect  of  the  same. 

10. — ^The  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  master  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic,  . 
the  annual  stipend  of  £75,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments ;   and  in  case  any  '' 
such  last-mentioned  master  shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other 
day  than  one  of  the  said  quarterly  days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the 
said  yearly  stipend,  for  the  period  interyening  between  the  happening  of  such 
eyent  and  the  then  last  preceding  quarter  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns;   and  the  writing  and  arithmetic  master  shall,  in 
addition  to  the  annual  sum  of  £75,  receiye  and  be  paid  such  a  proportion  of  the 
entrance  and  capitation  fees  to  be  paid  by  the  scholars  of  the  school  as  after  \ 
mentioned ;  and  the  writing  and  arithmetic  master  shall  instruct  the  scholars  in 
writing  and  arithmetic. 

11.— -The  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  master  for  teaching  the  French  language, 
the  annual  stipend  of  £20,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments ;  and  in  case  any 
such  master  shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other  day  than  one  of 
the  said  quarterly  days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  said  yearly  stipend 
for  the  period  interyening  between  the  happening  of  such  eyent  and  the  then  last 
preceding  quarterly  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  executors,  administrators,  or 
assigns ;  and  the  master  for  teaching  the  German  language  shall  instruct  those 
scholars  whose  parents  desire  the  same  in  the  German  language. 

13.~The  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  master  for  teaching  the  German  language. 
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the  animal  stipend  of  £30,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments;  and  in  case  any 
such  master  shall  die  or  shall  cease  to  hold  the  said  office  on  any  other  day  than 
one  of  the  said  quarterly  days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  said  annual 
stipend  for  the  period  intervening  between  the  happening  of  such  event  and  the 
then  last  preceding  quarter  day,  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  executors,  administrators, 
and  assigns ;  and  the  master  for  teaching  the  French  language  shall  instruct  those 
scholars  whose  parents  desire  the  same  in  the  French  language. 

13.— The  trustees  shall  pay  to  the  drawing  master  of  the  school,  the  annual 
stipend  of  £20,  by  four  equal  quarterly  payments ;  and  in  case  any  such  master 
shall  die  or  cease  to  hold  the  office  on  any  other  day  than  one  of  the  said  quarterly 
days  of  payment,  a  proportionate  part  of  the  said  yearly  stipend  for  the  period 
intervening  between  the  happening  of  such  event  and  the  then  last  preceding 
quarterly  day  shall  be  paid  to  him,  his  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns ; 
and  the  drawing  master  shall  instruct  those  scholars  whose  parents  desire  the 
same,  in  the  art  of  drawing,  including  perspective  and  painting  in  water  o51ors. 

14. — The  head  master  shall,  with  the  previous  consent  of  the  trustees,  from 
time  to  time  as  he  shall  think  fit,  remove  and  dismiss  any  of  them,  the  master  for 
teaching  writing  and  arithmetic,  the  German  master,  the  French  master  and  the 
drawing  master  for  the  time  being,  upon  giving  three  months'  previous  notice  to 
the  person  so  removed  or  dismissed. 

15. — ^The  head  master  shall«  with  the  consent  of  the  trostees,  from  time  to 
time  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  pupils,  not  exceeding  twenty  in  number, 
to  board  and  lodge  with  him ;  and  the  usher  shall,  with  such  consent  as  aforesaid, 
be  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  pupils,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number,  to  board 
and  lodge  with  him ;  and  such  pupils  or  boarders  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
scholars  of  the  school ;  and  such  pupils  or  boarders  may  be  received  from  any 
place  without  restriction. 

16. — ^An  entrance  fee  of  two  pounds  shall  be  paid  for  each  boy  previously  to 
his  entering  the  school,  including  the  boarders  with  any  head  master  or  usher 
hereaffcer  to  be  appointed,  but  exclusive  of  the  boarders  of  the  E^v.  William 
White  or  the  Aev.  John  Gooch ;  and  a  further  capitation  fee  shall  b^  paid  for 
each  boy  (inclusive  and  exclusive  as  aforesaid),  of  two  pounds  at  the^comjognoemait 
of  each  half-year,  after  the  Christmas  and  Midsummer  vacation,  subsequent^lo* 
his  entry,  and  during  such  time  as  the  boy  shall  continue  in  the  school;  and  all 
such  entrance  and  capitation  fees  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  to  the  secretary  for 
the  time  being,  who  shall,  at  the  expiration  of  each  half-year,  account  for  the  same 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned. 

17.— The  entrance  and  capitation  fees  which  shall  have  been  received  by  the 
secretary  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  entered  by  him  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  him  for 
that  purpose,  and  he  shall  at  the  end  of  each  half-year  account  to  the  trustees  for 
the  fees  so  received. 

18. — So  long  as  the  Kev.  William  White  shall  continue  to  be  the  head  master 
of  the  school,  the  usher  of  the  school  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit, 
one-fourth  part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees;  and  the  writing 
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and  arithmetio  master  of  the  school,  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  one 
eighth  part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees;  which  several 
payments  shall  be  made  by  the  secretary,  and  shaU  be  allowed  to  him  in  account 
with  the  tmstees ;  and  the  residue  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation 
fees  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  trustees,  who  shall  carry  the  same  to  the  general 
account  of  the  trust  funds  of  the  charity. 

19.— After  the  Rev.  William  White  shall  have  ceased  to  be  the  head  master  of 
the  school,  the  head  master  for  the  time  being  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit  one  half  part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees  as  aforesaid; 
and  the  usher  of  the  school  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  one-fourth 
part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees ;  and  the  writing  and 
arithmetic  master  of  the  school  shall  be  paid  for  his  own  use  and  benefit  one-eighth 
part  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees— which  said  several 
payments  shall  be  made  by  the  secretary,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in  account ; 
and  the  residue  of  all  and  every  such  entrance  and  capitation  fees  shall  be  paid 
over  to  the  trustees,  who  shall  carry  the  same  to  the  general  account  of  the  trust 
funds  of  the  charity. 

20. — Subject  to  the  provisions  contained  in  clause  22,  the  head  master  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  and  the  usher,  and  the  master  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic, 
shall  be  bound  to  attend  the  school  at  all  times  during  school  hours;  and  the 
Prench  master,  German  master,  and  drawing  master,  shall  respectively  attend  on 
such  days  (not  being  less  than  two  days  in  each  week  for  the  attendance  of  each),  as 
the  head  master,  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees,  shall  appomt,  during  school 
hours,  except  when  any  of  the  said  masters  shall  be  prevented  from  so  doin^  by 
illness  or  other  unavoidable  causes.  And  the  scholars  shall  resort  to  the  school  at 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  continue  there  until  twelve  o'clock  at  noon,  and 
again  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  continue  until  five;  but  on  every 
Wednesday  and  Saturday,  the  school  shall  break  up  for  the  day  at  twelve  o'clock 
at  noon ;  but  the  aforesaid  hours  of  school  attendance  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
altered  or  varied  by  the  trustees,  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  fit ;  and 
the  scholars  shall  in  every  way  be  ordered  and  governed  by  the  several  masters, 
and  chastised  when  necessary,  by  or  under  the  personal  direction  of  the  head 
master  only.  And  prayers  shall  be  read  every  day  by  the  head  master  or  usher 
at  the  beginning  of  the  first  school  time,  and  again  before  the  closing  of  the  school 
in  the  evening ;  but  the  head  master  shall  dispense  with  the  attendance  at  such 
prayers  of  any  scholar  whose  parents  or  guardians  shall,  on  conscientious  grounds, 
object  by  some  writing  under  their  hands  to  such  attendance. 

21.— Subject  to  the  proviaioiia  contained  in  danse  22^  the  vaoationa  shall  be 
four  weeks  at  Chiistmas,  commencing  six  days  before  Christmas-day;  and  six 
weeks  at  Midsummer,  commencing  six  days  before  liidsummer<day;  and  one 
week  at  Easter,  commencing  one  day  before  Qood  Friday ;  and  three  days  at 
Mifharimaii,  oommencing  on  the  Monday  on  or  after  Miohaefanas-day ;  and  mo 
other  holidays  or  vaoationA  shall  be  allowed. 
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22. — So  long  as  the  Rev.  William  White  shall  continae  to  be  the  head  master 
of  the  school,  no  alteration  shall,  without  his  previous  consent  in  writing,  take 
place  or  be  made  in  the  school  hours  or  the  times  or  lengths  of  the  vacations  or 
holidays,  or  any  of  them,  which  are  now  customary  in  the  school ;  nor  shall  the 
Kev.  Wiiliam  White,  so  long  as  he  continues  to  be  such  head  master,  be  required 
to  attend  in  the  school  on  any  other  days  or  times,  or  for  any  other  period  of  time 
than  as  now  required. 

23. — ^If  any  scholar  shall  grievously  or  pertinaciously  misconduct  himself,  he 
may  be  suspended  for  a  time,  or  expelled  from  the  school,  by  the  head  master. 

24. — ^In  each  year  the  trustees  shall  appoint  some  proper  and  learned  person, 
being  a  graduate  of  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Durham,  and 
not  a  resident  in  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  or  within  ten  miles  thereof,  or 
connected  therewith,  to  be  examiner  of  the  school ;  and  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
pay  and  allow  to  such  examiner  a  yearly  sum  or  stipend  not  exceeding  ten  pounds 
and  ten  shillings. 

25. — One  week  before  the  school  shall  break  up  at  Midsummer  jn  each  year, 
the  scholars  shall  be  examined  as  to  their  proficiency  in  their  learning  by  the  said 
examiner;  and  on  the  occasion  ofeach'such  examination  the  examiner  shall 
recommend  to  the  trustees  such  boys  as,  upon  the  result  of  such  examination,  he 
shall  deem  desening  to  receive  the  exhibitions  hereinafter  mentioned,  in  case  the 
trustees  propose  to  confer  such  exhibition,  or  deserving  of  prizes  of  books,  or  such 
other  rewards  as  the  trustees  shall  think  fit  to  give ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
trustees,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  such  prizes  or  other  rewards  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  charity ;  and  a  report  in  writing  as  to  the  state  and  progress  of  the  school, 
and  the  number  of  scholars  shall,  at  Midsummer  and  Christmas  in  every  year,  be 
sent  by  the  head  master  to  the  trustees. 

26.— It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  trustees,  out  of  the  trust  funds  of  the  charity, 
to  pay  to  any  scholar  of  the  school  proceeding  directly  from  the  school  to  any  of 
the  universities  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  or  Durham,  who  shall  be  recommended  tor 
that  purpose  to  the  trustees  by  the  examiner  at  the  annual  examination,  and 
whose  general  conduct  shall  be  approved  by  the  head  master,  an  annual  exhibition, 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  to  commence  at  the  time 
when  sudi  scholar  shall  actually  begin  to  reside  at  such  university,  and  to  continue 
for  four  years  in  case  such  scholar  shall  regularly  keep  his  terms  and  graduate  at 
such  university;  but  in  case  any  such  scholar  shall  cease' to  reside  at  such  university 
before  he  shall  have  graduated,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  such  exhibition  is  to 
cease  at  the  time  when  such  scholar  shall  so  cease  to  reside  as  aforesaid.  Provided 
always,  that  the  number  and  respective  values  of  such  exhibitions  shall  be  regulated 
by  the  trustees,  according  to  the  state  and  prospects,  from  time  to  time,  of  the 
funds  and  income  of  the  charity,  but  not  so  as  to  vary  the  annual  amount  of 
exhibition  conferred  on  any  individual  scholar.  Provided  also,  that  notice  of  the 
intention  to  appoint  to  any  such  exhibition,  in  case  there  shall  be  a  scholar  qualified 
to  receive  the  same,  shall  be  given  by  notice  in  writing  placed  in  some  particular 
part  of  the  school-room,  at  least  six  months  previously  to  the  yearly  examination 
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hy  the  examiner.  ProTided  also,  that  it  shall  not  be  oompolsory  on  the  trustees 
to  appoint  any  sdiolar  to  any  such  exhibition,  unless,  in  the  judgment  of  the  head 
master  as  to  general  conduct,  and  the  examiner  as  to  proficiency  in  learning,  he 
ihaU  be  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  appointed  thereto. 

97. — ^The  name,  age,  and  residence  of  each  boy  attending  the  school,  with  the 
date  of  his  admission,  and  also  the  dismissal  of  any  boy  who  may  have  miscon- 
dacted  himself  and  been  dismissed,  shall  be  plainly  and  legibly  written  in  iv  book 
to  be  kept  expressly  for  that  purpose*  by  the  head  master :  the  names  of  such 
boys  to  be  placed  alphabetically  so  far  as  oonyeniently  can  be  done.  And  a 
memorandum  in  writing  shall  be  made  against  the  name  of  each  boy  of  the  date 
at  which  he  shall  leaye  the  school,  and  such  book  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the 
inspection  of  the  trustees  and  of  the  secretary. 

28. — It  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  lawful  for  the  trustees  to  permit  any  head 
master  or  any  usher  who  shall  respectively  become,  and  be  well  ascertained,  to. 
their  satisfaction,  to  be  incapacitated  by  age,  sickness,  or  infirmities  of  body  or 
mind,  from  effectually  and  properly  discharging  his  duties,  to  resign  his  office ; 
and  thereupon  the  office  of  master  or  usher  so  resigning,  with  such  permission  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  fiUed  up  by  the  appointment  of  some  other  person  in  his  place : 
but  upon  every  such  resignation  of  a  head  master  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty, 
if  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion  they  shall  think  fit,  to  allow  and  pay  to  him 
such  a  pension  or  annual  sum  during  his  life,  out  of  the  general  trust  funds  of  the 
charity,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  a-year,  as  they,  the  trustees,  having 
ngald  to  the  length  of  his  services,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  charity  fund 
and  income,  and  the  other  drcumstanoes  of  the  case,  shall  determine :  and  upon 
every  such  resignation  as  aforesaid  of  an  usher,  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty,  if 
in  the  exerdae  of  their  discretion  they  shaU  think  fit,  to  allow  and  pay  to  him 
sQch  a  pension  or  annual  sum  during  bis  life  out  of  the  general  trust  funds  of  the 
diarity,  not  exceeding  fifty  pounds  a-year,  as  the  trustees,  having  regard  to  the 
length  of  lus  services,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  charity  fund  and  income, 
and  the  other  circumstances  of  the  case,  shall  determine.  And  every  such 
pension  to  the  head  master  or  usher  shall  be  payable  quarterly;  and  in  case  any 
person  entitled  to  any  such  pension  shall  die  on  any  other  day  than  one  of  the 
said  quarterly  days  of  payment*  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  a  proportionate  part 
of  sudi  pension,  for  the  period  intervening  between  the  happening  of  such  event 
and  the  then  last  preceding  quarterly  day,  shall  be  paid  to  his  executors, 
administrators*  or  assigns.  Provided  always,  that  no  more  than  £150  per  annum 
•hall,  at  any  one  time,  be  payable  for  the  pension  or  pensions  of  any  head  master 
or  masters;  and  no  more  than  £76  shall,  at  any  one  time,  be  payable  for  the 
pcDsiott  or  pensions  of  any  usher  or  ushers. 

Aa  TO  THB  GsmBBAL  Adxdsisteatiok  ahd  Makaoekekt  of  thb 

SAID  ChABJTT. 

1.— The  several  charity  estates  shall  from  time  to  time  be  let  by  the  trustees 
at  the  best  improved  yearly  rents  that  can  be  gotten  for  the  same  respectively, 

2x 
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Bach  rents  to  be  payable  half-yearly  or  oftener;  bat  no  lease  of  any  of  the  same 
for  any  term  exceeding  twenty-one  years  shall  be  granted,  nor  shall  any  fine  be 
taken  for  or  upon  the  granting  of  any  lease. 

2. — The  trustees  shall  at  all  times  insure,  and  keep  insnred,  against  loss  or 
damage  by  Rre,  all  the  houses,  school-houses  and  buildings  belonging  to  any  of 
the  charity  estates. 

3.— The  trustees  shall  at  all  times  keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  all  the  houses, 
school-houses,  and  buildings  belonging  to  any  of  the  charity  estates,  in  good  and 
substantial  repair.  And  in  every  lease  to  be  granted  of  any  part  of  the  charity 
estates,  shall  be  inserted  a  covenant  on  the  part  of  the  lessee,  to  keep  the  houses 
and  buildings  comprised  therein  in  good  and  substantial  repair,  damage  by  fire 
alone  excepted.  Provided,  nevertheless,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed,  or  deemed  to  exonerate  the  Rev.  William  White  from  his  liabilities  to 
repair  the  master's  house,  and  the  building  called  the  old  school,  so  long  as  be 
shall  continue  head  master  of  the  school. 

4. — The  trustees  shall,  out  of  the  income  of  the  charity  estates,  from  time  to 
tii^ie,  set  apart  such  sum  or  sums  as  in  their  discretion  they  may  think  required, 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  fund  for  the  repair,  restoration,  enlargement,  ze- 
building  or  improvement  of  the  houses,  school-houses,  messuages  and  buildings 
belonging  to  the  charity,  and  draining  or  otherwise  permanently  improving  the 
lands  belonging  thereto. 

5. — Two  ordinary  meetings  of  the  trustees  shall  be  held  in  every  year,  namely, 
on  the  first  Friday  in  January,  and  the'  first  Friday  in  July ;  and  any  three  or 
more  trustees,  may  by  notice  in  writing,  signed  by  them,  and  sent  to  the  secretary, 
and  specifying  the  nature  of  the  business  proposed  to  be  transacted,  require  an 
extraordinary  meeting  of  the  trustees  to  be  held,  which  meeting  shall  be  held 
accordingly.  The  secretary  shall  send  to  each  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
bemg  at  least  four  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  each  meet- 
ing,  stating  the  business  to  be  transacted  at  such  meeting.  Five  of  the 
trustees  present  at  a  meeting  shall  form  a  quorum,  and  at  each  meeting  the 
trustees  present  shall  appoint  one  of  their  body  to  be  their  chairman.  And  when- 
ever any  difference  or  dispute  shall  arise  among  the  trustees  as  to  any  point 
relative  to  the  charity,  or  the  reguktion  of  the  affairs  thereof,  the  decision  of  the 
majority  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  trustees  shall  be  binding.  And  in  case  of 
equality  of  votes  upon  any  question,  the  trustee  who  shall  be  chairman  for  the 
time  being  shall  have  a  casting  vote,  in  addition  to  his  vote  as  a  trustee.  And  a 
record  shall  be  kept  of  what  passes  at  each  meeting,  and  shall  be  entered  in  a 
book  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  signed  by  three  at  least  of  the  trustees 
present  at  such  meeting. 

6.— The  trustees  shall  appoint,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  think  fit, 
remove  and  re-appoint  some  proper  person  to  be  their  secretary.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  such  person  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  trostees,  and  to  give  notice 
of  all  meetings  to  the  trustees,  and  to  keep  in  a  minute  book  a  record  of  the 
business  transacted  at  the  several  meetings  of  the  trustees,  and  to  manage  the 
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letimg  of  the  charity  estates,  messuages  and  premises,  and  generally  to  assist 
the  trustees  in  the  administration  and  management  of  the  charity,  and  the  property 
thereof,  as  they  shall  direct.  And  the  secretary  shall  have  the  custody  of  the 
books,  deeds,  papers  and  documents  belonging  or  relating  to  the  said  charity,  but 
without  any  lien  thereon.  And  the  same  shall  at  all  reasonable  times  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  the  trustees  or  any  of  them.  And  the  said  trustees  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  pay  and  allow  to  the  secretary  a  yearly  salary  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds. 

7.— 'The  trustees  shall  appoint,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  think 
proper,  remove  and  re-appoint  some  joint-stock  Banking  Company,  haying  their 
bank  or  office  of  business  in  the  town  of  Wolverhampton,  or  within  fifteen  miles 
thereof,  to  be  their  treasurers ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  treasurer,  by  their 
manager,  cashier,  or  other  competent  person,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of 
the  estates  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  other  the  revenues  of  the  charity,  and, 
from  time  to  time,  to  pay  and  disburse  for  the  purposes  of  the  charity  such  sums 
as  the  trustees  shall  direct,  by  some  order  to  be  signed  by  three  at  least  of  the 
trustees;  and  such  treasurers  shall  keep  just  and  regular  accounts  of  their 
receipts  and  payments  relating  to  the  funds  of  the  charity,  which  accounts  shall 
be  produced  at  the  half-yearly  meetings  of  the  trustees^  and  brat  all  times  open 
to  the  inspection  of  any  of  the  trustees ;  and  the  treasurers  shall  at  Christmas  in 
every  year,  send  and  furnish  to  the  trustees  a  true  copy  in  writing  of  all  their 
receipts  and  payments,  in  respect  of  the  charity,  during  the  then  current  year ; 
■nd  any  balance  or  balances  of  the  charity  moneys  which  shall,  from  time  to  timey 
remain  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurers,  and  shall  not  be  wanted  by  the  trustees 
for  any  immediate  purpose,  and  shall,  in  the  judgment  of  the  trustees,  amount 
to  a  fit  and  competent  sum  for  that  purpose,  shall  under  their  direction,  be 
invested  by  the  treasurers  in  the  purchase  of  Government  Stock  or  Bank  Annui- 
ties, in  the  names  of  some  four  of  the  charity  trustees  for  the  time  being. 

8. — ^The  trustees  shall  appoint  and,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  shall  think  fit, 
remove  and  re-appoint  some  proper  person  to  be  their  land  agent  and  surveyor,  to 
attend  to  and  superintend  the  management  of  the  charity  lands  and  tenements, 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  same  by  the  several  tenants  thereof;  to  attend  to  and 
superintend  the  houses  and  buildings  belonging  to  the  diarity,  and  the  repairing 
of  the  same ;  and  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay  and  allow  to  the  land 
agent  and  surveyor  any  yearly  sum  or  sums  which  they,  from  time  to  time,  think 
fit,  not  exceeding  fifteen  pounds. 

9. — ^The  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty,  as  they  in  their  discretion  shall  think  fit, 
to  allow  and  pay  to  the  treasurers  for  the  time  being  such  sum  or  sums,  but  not 
exceeding  ten  pounds  annually,  as  the  treasurers  shall  disburse  for  the  expenses 
attending  the  holding  of  the  rent  audits. 

10. — In  case  there  shall  at  any  time  or  times  be  any  deficiency  of  the  income 
of  the  charity  to  pay  in  full  the  several  sums  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  thereout, 
then,  and  in  such  case,  and  so  often  as  the  same  shall  happen,  the  stipends  hereby 
directed  to  be  paid  to  the  several  masters  of  the  school  shall  abate  proper- 
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tionately ;  bat  in  case  there  shall,  within  three  years  after  any  such  abaiemeoty 
be  a  surplus  of  income  of  the  charity  beyond  what  shall  be  required  to  pay  aD 
such  several  sums  as  are  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  thereout  in  full,  then  and  in 
such  case,  and  so  often  as  the  same  shall  happen,  the  sums  which  shall  have  been 
deducted  in  respect  of  any  such  previous  abatement,  from  what  would  otherwise 
have  been  payable  to  any  such  masters  then  in  office,  shall  be  repaid  to  them 
respectively  if  the  income  of  the  charity  shall  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose; 
but  this  present  clause  shall  give  no  right  or  claim  to  the  executors,  adminis- 
trators, or  assigns  of  any  master  or  masters  whose  stipend  or  stipends  shall  have 
been  the  subject  of  abatement,  or  to  any  such  master  who  shall  afterwards  have 
ceased  to  continue  in  office.  Provided  always,  that  so  long  as  the  B/sf.  William 
White  shall  continue  to  be  the  head  master  of  the  school,  if  the  nett  income  of 
the  charity  shall  in  any  year  prove  less  than  the  sum  of  £735  15s.,  the  stipend  of 
the  Rev.  William  White  for  such  year  shall  bear  such  a  proportion  to  the  nett 
income  for  the  same  year  as  his  present  stipend  of  i!^4!00  bears  to  the  said 
£735  15s. 

11. — ^The  first  auditor  for  the  aooounts  of  the  charity  shall  be  Mr.  William 
Dent,  of  Wolverhampton  aforesaid,  gentleman.  And  the  trustees  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  as  the  office  of  auditor  becomes  vacant,  appoint  some  fit  and  proper 
person  to  be  the  auditor  of  the  accounts  of  the  charity ;  and  the  tmstees  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  remove  any  auditor  who  shall  become  unfit  or  incapable  to  perform 
the  duties  of  his  office ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  audit  annTi.^Uy 
the  accounts  of  the  charity,  and  to  make  out  a  statement  of  such  accounts  down 
to  Christmas  in  each  year,  which  statement  shall  be  produced  at  the  next  sub- 
sequent  ordinary  meeting  of  the  trustees.  And  the  auditor  shall  direct  which 
of  the  accounts  of  or  relating  to  the  charity  shall  be  published,  and  such  accounts 
as  he  shall  so  direct  to  be  published  shall,  in  the  month  of  Eebruary  in  every 
year»  be  inserted  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  and  circulated  in  the  town  of 
Wolverhampton ;  and  in  case  of  there  not  being  any  newspaper  published  in  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  then  in  one  of  the  newspapers  published  and  circulated 
in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  the  trustees  shall  be  at  liberty  to  pay  and  allow 
the  auditor  any  yearly  sum  which  they  may  think  proper,  not  exceeding  £5  Ss. 

12. — No  person  shall  be  capable  of  being  appointed  a  trustee  whose  place  of 
permanent  residence  shall  be  more  than  fifteen  miles  distant  in  a  direct  line  from 
the  municipal  borough  of  Wolverhampton ;  and  when  and  so  often  as  the  number 
of  trustees  shall  be  reduced  to  sixteen,  either  by  death  or  resignation,  or  by 
refusing  or  declining  to  act,  ceasing  to  act  for  a  period  of  two  years,  incapacity 
to  act,  becoming  bankrupt,  or  taking  the  benefit  of  any  act  for  the  relief  of 
insolvent  debtors,  or  ceasing  to  reside  permanently  within  fifteen  miles  in  a 
direct  Ime  from  the  municipal  borough  of  Wolverhampton,  each  of  which  said 
several  circumstances  shall  be  a  disqualification  from  continuing  to  act  as  a 
trustee,  and  shall  create  a  vacancy  of  the  office  held  by  the  person  so  disqualified, 
the  remaining  trustee  for  the  time  being  shall  lay  before  the  Judge  cf  the  Couit 
of  Chancery,  to  whose  court  this  matter  is  or  shall  stand  attached,  the  names  of 
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a  suflldeiit  nnmber  of  persons  so  qualified  as  aforesaid,  from  which  number,  or 
from  such  other  number  as  he  may,  as  hereinafter  provided,  direct  to  be  laid 
before  him,  the  said  judge  shall  appoint  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  to  make 
up  the  full  number  of  twenty-four  trustees ;  and  such  newly-appointed  trustees 
and  the  continuing  trustees  shall,  by  a  proper  conveyance,  have  transferred  to 
them  the  charity  property.  Provided  always,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  con- 
tinuing trustees,  from  time  to  time,  to  lay  such  proposal  before  the  said  judge, 
although  the  existing  number  of  trustees  be  not  reduced  to  sixteen.  Provided 
also,  that  the  said  judge  shall  be  at  liberty  to  direct  the  trustees  to  lay  before  him 
the  names  of  such  number  of  persons  as  he  may  think  fit,  from  which  to  select 
and  appoint  the  necessary  number.  Provided  also,  that  notice  shall  be  given  to 
her  Majesty's  Attomey-Qeneral,  of  all  applications  to  the  said  judge  to  appoint 
such  new  trustees,  and  he  shall  be  at  liberty  to  attend  the  judge  thereon.  Pro- 
vided also,  that  if  by  accident  the  continuing  trustees  shall,  at  any  time,  be 
reduced  below  the  number  of  sixteen,  before  application  shall  be  made  for  the 
appointment  of  new  trustees  as  aforesaid,  the  said  continuing  trustees  shall, 
nevertheless,  apply  to  the  said  judge  to  make  such  appointment.  Provided  also, 
that  it  shall  not  be  necessary  in  future  that  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  or  the 
Members  of  Parliament  representing  any  division  of  the  county  of  Stafford,  shall 
be  appointed  trustees  of  the  charity. 

13. — ^Whenever  the  number  of  the  trustees,  in  whose  names  any  Gbvemment 
Stock  or  Bank  Annuities  shall  be  invested,  xmder  or  by  virtue  of  the  direction 
hereinbefore  in  that  behalf  contained,  shall  not  exceed  two,  the  trustees  of  the 
charity  shall  nominate  and  appoint  so  many  additional  trustees  from  amongst  their 
body,  to  be  trustees  of  the  said  Qovemment  Stock  or  Bank  Annuities,  as  with  the 
remaining  or  continuing  trustees  or  trustee  thereof,  shall  make  up  the  number  of 
four;  and  when  such  new  trustees  or  trustee  shall  be  so  nominated  and  appointed, 
then  the  said  Government  Stock  or  Bank  Annuities  shall  be,  with  all  convenient 
speed,  assigned  and  transferred  so  as  to  vest  the  same  in  the  names  of  the  surviving 
or  continuing  trfistees  or  trustee,  together  with  the  new  trustees  or  trustee,  or  in 
the  new  trustees  alone,  as  the  case  may  happen ;  and  such  Government  Stock  or 
Bank  Annuities  shall  be  held  upon  the  same  trust  as  the  surviving,  or  continuing, 
or  present  trustees  held  the  same. 

14.— In  all  cases  in  which  any  application  shall  be  made  to  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  under  the  provisions  of  this  scheme,  such  application 
shall  be  made  by  a  summons  m  Chambers,  and  due  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  to 
her  Mij^ty's  Attorney-General,  who  shall  be  at  liberty  to  attend  thereon. 

Lastly.— These  rules  and  regulations  shall  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the 
charity  funds^  and  a  copy  thereof  shall  be  frmushed  to  each  of  the  trustees  of  the 
school,  and  to  every  person  who  may  hereafter  beoome  a  trustee,  and  to  the  head 
master  and  the  usher,  and  every  other  master  for  the  time  being;  and  every 
bead  master,  usher,  master  for  teaching  writing  and  arithmetic,  German  master, 
French  master,  and  drawing  master  hereafter  appointed  to  the  schod,  shall  pre- 
viously to  his  entering  office,  sign  and  subscribe  a  copy  thereof  to  be  left  with 
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ihe  secretary.  And  the  secretary  for  the  time  being  shall,  at  all  times,  be  kept 
supplied  with  a  sufficient  number  of  such  printed  copies  as  aforesaid,  and  shall, 
upon  demand,  supply  a  copy  thereof  to  any  person  requring  the  same,  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  one  shilling  and  sixpence  for  each  copy ;  and  the  proceeds  arising 
from  such  sales  shall  form  part  of  the  charity  funds. 

List  op  Trustees  in  1859. 
Alexander  Hordem^  Esq.,  Edmund  Wigan,  Esq.,  William 
Warner,  Esq.,  Henry  Hill,  Esq.,  J.  Norton,  Esq ,  J.  Gatis, 
Esq.,  Thomas  Eandle  Andrews,  Esq.,  Henry  Ward,  Esq., 
James  William  Weaver,  Esq.,  John  Hartley,  Esq.,  Joseph 
Underhill,  Esq.,  Henry  Walker,  Esq.,  William  Tarratt,  Esq., 
James  Loxdale,  Esq.,  John  Topham,  Esq.,  M.D.,  William 
Parke,  Esq.,  Henry  Eogers,  Esq.,  Thomas  Barker,  Esq.,  G. 
Briscoe,  Esq.,  Eichard  Warner,  Esq.,  R.  Shelton,  Esq.,  Rev.  W. 
Dalton,  Wm.  Bailey,  Esq.,  H.  Crane,  Esq.,  J.  Farmer,  Esq., 
W.  G.  Fryer,  Esq.,  Geo.  Holyoake,  Esq.,  Wm.  Savage,  Esq. 


Total  rents  of  the  school  properties.  Lady-day,  1858    1030    0    0 

Exclusive  of  fees 266    0    0 


*)  »» 


£1296    0    0 


Such  is  the  history  of  the  school  from  its  origin  to  a  recent 
date.  At  the  present  moment  there  is  a  variety  of  opinions  as 
to  what  it  ought  to  be.  With  such  an  income,  there  should  no 
doubt  be  a  handsome  result,  classically  and  commercially — ^but 
especially  the  latter,  situated  as  it  is  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  communities  engaged  in  commerce.  How- 
ever, to  show  both  sides  of  the  question,  the  opposition  argu- 
ments from  the  newspapers  and  correspondence  are  appended. 
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Among  the  matters  which  have  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  town  council  of  Wolverhampton — and  which  seem  likely 
to  do  so  for  some  time  to  come — few  have  been  of  greater 
importance  than  the  consideration  of  the  present  state  and  the 
future  usefulness  of  the  free  grammar  school,  founded  by  Sir 
Stephen  Jenjms,  in  the  year  1515. 

We  need  scarcely  inform  any  one  acquainted  with  the 
history  of  Wolverhampton,  that  Sir  Stephen  Jenyns  constituted 
the  incorporated  Company  of  Merchant  Tailors  trustees  for 
carrying  his   intentions  into   effect,   conveying   to   them  the 
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manor  and  estate  of  Bnshocke^  in  Worcestershire^  then  of  the 
yearly  value  of  £15^  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  master  and 
nsher^  and  other  attendant  expenses.  In  1778,  the  master  and 
wardens  of  the  Merchant  Tailors^  Company  became  desirous  of 
being  discharged  from  their  trust,  and,  in  1784,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  estate  of  the  school, 
consisting  of  the  school,  houses,  &c.,  and  the  manor  of 
Rushocke,  was  transferred  to  trustees,  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  original  trust.  These  trustees  were  to  be  forty  in 
number,  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  and  the  knights  of  the  shire 
always  being  the  first  nominated.  Whenever  the  number 
became  below  twenty,  then  fresh  trustees  were  to  be  elected  by 
the  survivors,  to  complete  the  original  number  of  forty. 

The  estate  transferred  to  these  trustees  (including  an  allot- 
ment under  an  Enclosure  Act,  45,  Greorge  III.)  amounts,  in  the 
whole,  to  835  acres,  let  at  a  gross  rental  of  £1,030.  The 
deductions,  however,  owing  to  the  depreciated  prices  of  agri- 
cultural produce  (10  per  cent.),  and  land  tax,  £47  lis.  6d., 
leave  a  nett  annual  income  at  present  amounting  to  £879  8s.  6d.; 
but,  as  a  further  reduction  (taken  at  15  per  cent.)  must,  in  all 
probability,  be  allowed  to  the  tenants,  the  future  rental  is 
estimated  at  £724  18s.  6d.  This,  it  must  on  all  hands  be 
admitted,  is  a  goodly  annual  sum,  and  enough  to  ensure  to  the 
town  an  educational  establishment  of  the  highest  order.  We 
speak  from  memory,  but  we  believe  we  may  confidently  say^ 
that  the  endowment,  when  made,  was  equal  to  many  subsequent 
endowments  in  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth.  Ten  or 
fifteen  pounds  were  frequently  the  salary  secured  to  the  head 
master  of  a  corresponding  school ;  and  when  we  consider  that 
the  value  of  money  was  then  about  twelve  times  more  than  it  is 
now,  and  that  the  purpose  of  the  parties  making  the  endow- 
ment was,  in  many  instances,  to  induce  able  masters  to  take  to 
a  grammar  school,  with  a  house  and  small  salary  attached,  in 
the  hope  of  making  up  a  competent  income  by  boarders,  we 
shall  not  feel  surprised  at  the  apparently  small  amount  of  the 
emolument  secured. 

However,  the  sum  with  which  we  have  now  to  deal,  may  be 
taken  to  be  £726,  and  there  are  also  residences  provided  for 
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the  master  and  usher.  The  revenue  of  the  school  is  now  thus 
appropriated: — ^master,  £400;  usher^  £200;  writing  master^ 
£100;  secretary,  £15 ;  land  agent,  £15  15s.;  treasurer,  £6; 
total,  £735  15s.  To  this  sum  we  have  to  add  the  annual  value 
of  the  school  buildings,  and  the  master's  and  the  usher's 
houses,  and,  at  a  very  moderate  estimate  (for  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  the  estimated  rental  of  the  estate  is  taken  at  25 
per  cent,  for  reductions),  the  value  of  the  whole  property  may 
be  assumed  to  be  about  £900  per  annum. 

Now  there  was  a  time  when  there  was  only  one  scholar  on 
the  foundation.  Of  late  years,  however,  nothing  like  this  has 
occurred.  In  March,  1850,  the  number  of  scholars  was  fifty- 
seven  ;  in  Michaelmas,  1850,  it  was  fifty-one ;  and  it  is  now,  we 
are  informed,  below  fifty.  It  is  none  of  our  purpose,  nor  is  it 
that  of  other  parties  moving  in  the  matter,  to  ascribe  any  blame 
to  the  gentlemen  filling  the  situations  connected  with  the 
school.  No  fault  can  be  found  with  their  qualifications ;  they 
possess  the  requisite  attainments,  and  diligently  fulfil  the  duties 
of  their  position,  and  would  be  happy,  there  are  safe  grounds 
for  believing,  to  find  their  scholastic  abilties  more  suitably  and 
with  more  certain  usefulness  employed.  Nor,  once  for  all, 
must  it  be  supposed,  that  the  motives  or  the  wishes  of  the 
trustees  to  render  the  school  extensively  serviceable,  are 
arraigned.  But  it  will  be  seen,  we  think,  before  we  conclude 
our  observations,  that,  notwithstanding  a  most  munificent 
endowment  (one  of  the  best  in  the  kingdom),  nothing  like  a 
commensurate  benefit  is  derived.  The  income  is  £900,  the 
scholars  fifty ;  divide  £900  by  fifty,  and  we  shall  find  that  the 
educational  cost  of  each  scholar  is  exactly  £18  per  year,  or,  aa 
closely  as  it  is  necessary  for  our  present  purpose  to  compute  it, 
7s.  per  week,  inclusive  of  eleven  weeks  allowed  for  holidays  in 
each  year,  namely,  one  at  Easter,  six  at  Midsummer,  and  four 
at  Christmas.  Abstracting  these  eleven  weeks,  the  charge  is 
somewhat  more  than  lis.  each,  for  each  nett  educational  week. 

No  one,  we  think,  after  this  exposition,  will  contend  that 
the  means  of  educational  usefulness  are  not  at  hand.  Eaoh 
boy  is  paid  for  at  a  rate  at  which  he  might  be  educated  and 
boarded  also,  in  many  schools  in  the  kingdom.    But  upon  this 
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point  we  are  not  about  to  toach,  onr  only  object  being  to  show^ 
hj  the  contrast^  that  ample  means  for  insuring  a  superior 
education  exist  j  nor,  we  again  repeat,  do  we  think  that  the 
desire  to  Yrithhold  this  superior  education  is  felt  either  by  the 
teachers  or  the  trustees.  But,  we  must  ask,  is  it  effected  ?  Do 
we  ever  hear  anything  of  the  scholar-like  acquisitions  of  the 
pupils  ?  We  believe  that,  not¥rithstanding  the  length  of  time 
the  school  has  been  established,  it  can  scarcely  point  to  any : 
certainly,  no  one  of  very  recent  date  has  become  eminent.  The 
grammar  school  of  Lichfield,  at  one  time,  saw  no  less  than  six 
of  its  scholars  enjoying  seats  on  the  judicial  bench,  while  from 
Shrewsbury  have  proceeded  many  of  our  first  ecclesiastics  and 
classical  scholars.  It  would  be  unfair  to  refer  to  Rugby, 
Harrow,  or  Eton ;  but  we  know  the  belief  prevails  that  many 
of  the  poorest  endowed  schools  in  the  kingdom  (and  in  some 
the  endowment  is  poor  indeed)  may  with  truth  be  referred  to  as 
establishments  of  much  greater  educational  service,  so  far  as 
scholarship  is  concerned,  than  the  munificently-provided-for 
grammar  school  of  Wolverhampton. 

As  we  have  hinted,  this  is  a  failure  not  of  merely  recent 
date.  It  becomes,  consequently,  an  object  of  importance  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  this  defalcation.  It  is,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  to  be  found  in  the  disposition  and  in  the  peculiar 
position  of  the  residents  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood — ^that 
is,  until  those  few  years  past.  Only  a  slight  review  of  their 
history  and  progress  can  be  necessary  to  prove  that  education, 
not  a  great  many  years  ago,  was  but  slightly  valued.  Nearly 
all  of  what,  for  want  of  a  more  suitable  term,  we  must  call  the 
"  better  classes,^'  amongst  our  comparatively  scanty  population, 
were  ftdly  engaged  in  manuBM^turing  or  trading  pursuits, 
desiring  no  further  education  than  their  business  demanded ; 
while,  among  the  workmen,  the  education  of  themselves  or 
their  children  was  not  thought  about.  The  educational  im- 
pulse had  not  then  been  given.  The  efibrts  of  the  venerable 
Raikes,  of  Dr.  Bell,  and  of  Joseph  Lancaster,  had  not  com- 
menced. It  was  in  1805  that  G^rge  the  Third  expressed  the 
memorable  sentiment,  "  1  wish  that  every  poor  child  in  my 
dominions  may  be  able  to  read  his  Bible.^^    From  that  date, 

2n 
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active  exertions  to  extend  education  took  place,  and  onr  town 
and  neighbourhood  can  now  almost  reckon  its  elementary 
schools  alone  by  hundreds.  The  means  of  education  have  been 
almost  immeasureably  extended. 

Now,  it  is  upon  this  extension  of  the  means  of  general 
education  that  we  largely,  indeed  mainly,  found  our  plea  for 
that  revision  of  the  practice,  rather  than  the  system,  which 
prevails  in  the  Wolverhampton  grammar  school.  Its  primary 
purpose  is  shown  by  its  designation.  It  is  "a  grammar 
school/'  that  is,  a  school  of  a  superior  order — a  school,  legally 
and  strictly  speaking,  for  teaching  Latin  and  Greek,  and 
qualifying  scholars  for  the  universities  and  the  higher  pursuits 
of  Hfe.  But  what  has  become  its  position?  We  speak,  we 
believe,  upon  the  best  authority,  when  we  state  that  it  is 
degraded  almost  into  a  common  day  school.  The  master  and 
usher,  who  are  elected  on  the  ground  of  their  classical  acquire- 
ments, are  prepared  to  give  sound  classical  instruction,  but  only 
by  a  few  is  this,  according  to  our  information,  required ;  most 
of  the  pupils  being  of  that  class  of  society  by  which  a  classical 
education  is  neither  appreciated  nor  desired,  and  many  of  them 
being  withdrawn  to  attend  to  business  far  too  early  to  receive 
that  full  amount  of  instruction  which  the  masters  are  desirous 
of  imparting,  and  which  it  was  the  manifest  intention  of  the 
benevolent  founder  of  the  establishment  that  they  should 
receive.  As  a  consequence,  masters  of  a  high  class  are  most 
unsuitably  employed,  and  the  limited  instruction  thus,  from 
circumstances,  almost  compulsorily  given,  militates  against  the 
wish  of  many  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood to  send  their  children  to  the  school,  and  to  avail 
themselves  of  that  higher  order  of  education  which  it  is  its 
principal  object  to  afford.  In  fact,  the  school  seems  to  have 
become  almost  a  mere  eleemosynary  institution  for  affording 
that  common  and  ordinary  education  which  it  ought  to  be  the 
object  of  respectable  persons  to  give  to  their  children  without 
extraneous  assistance. 

The  school  might,  and,  we  trust,  will  become  a  credit  to 
Wolverhampton.  It  might,  and,  we  trust,  will  become  elevated. 
Bat^  under  the  present  plan,  this  cannot  be  effected.    We  are 
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aware  that  the  law  has  been  resorted  to^  to  bring  about  a  refor- 
mation ;  but  the  proceedings^  so  far  as  we  can  judge^  leave  the 
main  cause  of  the  deteriorated  state  of  the  school  untouched. 
We  shall,  upon  some  proximate  date,  in  all  probability,  again 
advert  to  the  subject,  which  we  understand  will  again  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Town  Council,  and  in  all  likelihood  become 
the  subject  of  a  town's  meeting.  We  may  then  go  into 
details;  but  we  now,  to  avoid  extending  this  article  to  an 
undue  length,  conclude  by  inviting  our  readers  to  consider, 
first,  whether  the  school  can  be  taken  to  Ailfil  the  intention  of 
its  founder ;  secondly,  whether  its  usefulness  and  proper  appli- 
cation may  not  be  much  more  effectually  exemplified  and  assured; 
and,  thirdly,  whether  it  is  not,  in  a  moral  sense,  a  misapplica- 
tion of  funds  to  spend  £18  or  £20  for  each  scholar,  when  tha 
amount  of  instruction  received  would  be  readily  given  in  private 
establishments  (for  none  of  the  scholars  are  provided  with 
board)  for  a  third  or  fourth  of  the  amount  ?  Upon  the  answers 
to  these  considerations  the  case  depends,  and  that  conclusions 
favourable  to  the  existing  state  of  things  will  be  arrived  at,  we 
must  say  we  do  not  anticipate. — Wolverhampton  Chronicle^ 
January f  7,  1852. 

The  above  article  has  had 'its  effect,  and  although  slow  in  its 
operation,  is  now  being  acted  upon,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
following  advertisement  and  letters.  These  three  documents 
will  explain  the  matter  as  fully  as  possible ;  and  if  the  inhabi- 
tants do  not  bestir  themselves,  they  will  see  a  boarding-school 
erected  and  conducted  at  their  expense. 


[APYERTiaKHENT.] 

In  the  Matter  qf  tie  Wolverhampton  Grammar  School,  in  the  parish  of 

Wolverhampton,  in  the  county  qf  Stafford, 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Charity  Connmasioners  for  England  and  Wales, 
notice  is  hereby  given  that  an  application  is  intended  to  be  made  to  the  Bight 
Honourable  the  Master  of  the  Bolls,  or  one  of  the  Yice-ChanceUors  of  the  High 
Court  of  Chancery  sitting  at  Chambers,  as  soon  as  oonveniently  may  be  after  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  hereof,  for  an  Order  appointing  Trustees 
of  the  above-mentioned  Charity,  in  the  place  or  stead  of  those  Trustees  who  since 
the  last  q;>pointment  thereof  by  the  order  of  the  said  Court,  dated  the  SOtb  day  of 
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Febraary,  1854,  have  died  or  become  disqualified  by  non-attendance,  resignatkm, 
or  residence  beyond  the  distance  ^limited  by  the  scheme  established  by  the  aaid 
order. 

The  following  persons  are  intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  said  Court  as  sadi 
Trustees : — Benjamin  Hicklin,  the  present  Mayor  of  the  borough  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton ;  Rupert  Alfred  Kettle,  barrister-at-law ;  Richard  Holt  Briscoe,  merchant ; 
Edward  Perry,  japanner ;  the  Reverend  John  Hodgson  lies.  Rector  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  Wolverhampton ;  John  Bickerton  Deakin,  solicitor ;  Moses  Ironmonger, 
rope  maker;  George  Lees  UnderhUl,  ironmonger;  Richard  Warner,  draper; 
Charles  Neve,  ironmonger ;  and  John  Ryan  Danks,  cut  nail  maoufacturer,  all  of 
Wolverhampton  aforesaid ;  and  William  Mander  Sparrow,  of  Penn,  in  the  said 
county  of  Stafford,  ironmaster. 

Any  person  objecting  to  the  said  intended  application,  or  any  of  the  objects 
thereof,  may  transmit  notice  in  writing  of  such  objection,  stating  the  grounds 
thereof  to  the  said  Commissioners,  at  their  ofSce,  No.  8,  York-street,  St.  James's- 
square,  in  the  city  of  Westminster,  within  twenty-one  days  from  the  date  hereof. 

Bated  the  21st  day  of  February,  1860. 

JOHN  S.  RUTTER, 
Solicitor  and  Secretary  to  the  said  Trustees. 


WOLVERHAMPTON  (FREE)  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir. — ^Those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  including 
the  townships  of  Wolverhampton,  Bilston,  WillenhaU,  and  Wednesfield,  who 
feel  interested  in  this  school,  and  in  the  alterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  it, 
will  perhaps  remember  the  letter  which  I  addressed  to  the  Seoeretary  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners  in  the  month  of  February,  1859,  and  which  was  subse- 
quently published  in  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

In  that  letter,  after  informing  the  commissioners  that  the  trustees  had  become 
reduced  to  the  minimum  number,  I  asserted  five  propositions : — 

"1st. — That  the  revenues  of  the  school  are  ample  for  the  maintenance  of  an 
adequate  staff  of  schoolmasters  without  any  capitation  fee — certainly  without  any 
increase  of  such  fee — the  same  being  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  founder. 

"2nd.— The  present  school  rooms,  being  two  in  number,  are  ample,  so  far  as 
room  is  concerned,  for  all  the  requirements  of  the  school ;  and,  inasmuch  as  there 
is  scarcely  any  increase  in  the  number  of  the  boys  over  the  average  of  the  last 
few  years  of  the  last  master,  there  is  no  necessity  on  that  ground  for  any  altera- 
tion of  the  school. 

"  3rd. — That  the  school-rooms  and  premises,  and  the  houses  of  the  masters, 
may,  and  ought,  at  a  reasonable  expense,  compared  with  the  heavy  cost  which 
would  attend  their  removal  to  another  locality,  to  be  repaired  and  made  abun- 
dantly conTcnient  and  suitable;  and  that  the  masters  ought  to  be  resident  in  their 
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hooses  by  the  sohool ;  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  good  policy  to  dirert  the  sohool 
houses  to  other  purposes. 

"ith.— That  the  proposed  remoyal  to  the  western  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  V 
BO  much  further  from  the  centre  of  the  locality  limited  by  the  founder,  will  ope- 
rate to  deprive  large  numbers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  benefits  of  the  school,  as 
thereby  the  distance  from  the  other  outskirts  of  the  town  will  be  much  increased 
(and  some  of  them  now  are  OTcr  three  miles),  whereas  even  the  town  boys  will 
be  under  the  necessity  of  going  a  considerable  distance  to  and  from  school. 

"  5tL — ^That  such  removal  will  be  impolitic,  and  will  tend  to  divert  the  funds 
of  the  charity  from  the  legitimate  objects  of  the  foundation,  as  thereby  the  con- 
venience and  profit  of  the  masters  will  be  consulted  without  '  due  regard  being 
had  to  the  population  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton,  and  to  the  wants  and 
requirements  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.' " 

Subsequent  to  this  letter  I  had  interviews  with  the  commissioners,  to  whom 
the  case  had  been  referred,  and  the  result  of  such  interviews  was,  "that  should 
the  trustees  proceed  with  their  proposed  application  for  the  certificate  of 
this  board,  public  local  notice  thereof  will  be  "given  in  the  usual  manner  by  the 
direction  of  the  board,  and  in  this  case  additional  notice  by  way  of  advertisement 
in  one  or  two  of  the  Wolverhampton  papers  of  largest  circulation  will  be  required." 

I  was,  therefore,  surprised  to  find  by  a  notice  in  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle^ 
of  the  22nd  inst.,  that  an  application  is  to  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  new 
trustees,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  and  that 
certain  gentlemen  are  to  be  proposed  as  such  trustees.  It  also  appears  from  the 
notice  that  other  objects  are  sought  by  the  application  to  be  so  made  by  the  trus- 
tees ;  and  as  these  may  be  thote  above  rtferred  to,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  above  tovmships  to  the  subject.  They  are  required  to  give 
notice  of  any  objection  within  21  days,  but  if  they  delay  the  notice  for  21  days, 
the  objects  may  be  attained.  This  seems,  therefore,  to  be  delusive,  and  the  matter 
should  be  at  once  attended  to. 

I  think  it  would  have  been  better  had  the  board  withheld  the  names  of  the 
trustees  they  propose  to  appoint ;  inasmuch  as  those  who  are  really  interested  in 
the  conduct  and  management  of  the  schools  (and  Bilsion,  WillenJiall,  and  Wed- 
neifield,  are  aliogether  uitrepretented  ai  it)  are  now  in  an  unpleasant  position ;  they 
'  roust  submit  to  the  proposed  appointments,  or  their  motives  maybe  misconstrued, 
if  they  seek  the  appointment  of  others  equally,  or,  perhaps,  more  fit  than  those 
named. 

As  to  the  endowment,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  funds  are  ample,  without 
the  continuance  of  the  objectionable  capitation  fee,  and  certainly  without  the  in- 
crease of  such  fee,  as  it  will  appear  by  the  account  published  in  the  Wolverhamp- 
ton Chronicle  of  the  15th  inst.,  that  the  income  from  the  school  estate  exeeedt  the 
expenses  qf  the  school  pearly  6p  a  larger  sum  than  the  amount  (^  these  objection' 
able  fees. 

I  think,  therefore,  these  fees  should  be  discontinued,  and  that  the  frmd  already 
accumulated  from  this  tax  on  the  parents  ^  the  bops  at  present  and  recently  at  the 
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school,  and  which  now  exceeds  £1,200,  should  be  expended  in  putting  the  schools 
and  houses  in  a  proper  state. 

If  there  be  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  above-named  townships  who  agree 
with  me,  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  the  expression  of  their  opinions,  and  to  know 
to  what  extent  they  so  agree,  that  steps  may  be  taken  to  have  such  opinions  con- 
sidered in  the  proper  quarter. 

The  questions  I  raise  are,  however,  for  their  consideration,  and  unless  an  influ- 
ential number  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  townships  shall  show  that  they  feel 
interested  in  the  discussion  of  those  questions,  1  shall  be  content  to  abandon  the 
subject,  for  I  have  no  personal  or  pecuniary  interest  at  stake ;  and  my  sole  desire 
is  that  the  school  should  be  made  useful  and  free  for  those  for  whom  its  generous 
founder  intended  it,  namely,  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  and  not  merely  of  the 
township  of  Wolverhampton,  though  to  the  latter  the  question  seems  to  me  one  of 

great  importance. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wolverhampton,  Feb.  27, 1860.  W.  MANBY. 


WOLVERHAMPTON  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  proposed  removal  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  in  this  town  from  its 
present  position  to  some  other  locality,  has  for  the  last  ten  years  been  a  matter  of 
continuous  discussion;  and,  as  our  local  readers  may  remember,  we  have  on 
several  occasions  offered  some  comments  upon  the  subject,  and  admitted  into  our 
columns  the  opinions  of  others  respecting  it.  We  have  abstained  of  late  from 
alluding  to  the  project,  because  we  deemed  it  expedient  to  wait  for  fuller  informa* 
tion  as  to  the  proposed  alterations  than  we  could  gather  from  the  report  of  the 
sub-committee  of  the  trustees,  published  in  our  paper  some  time  since ;  but  the 
question  has  now  again  attracted  much  attention  in  the  town  through  the 
publication  of  the  letter  of  Mr.  Manby ;  and,  as  we  stated  last  week,  a  large 
number  of  the  respectable  inhabitants  of  the  parish  have  expressed  their  general 
agreement  with  the  five  propositions  submitted  by  that  gentleman  to  their 
consideration  in  our  publication  of  the  29th  ult.  With  regard  to  Mr.  Manby's 
first  point,  it  must  certainly  be  admitted  that  the  revenues  of  the  charity  are 
ample  for  the  maintenance  of  a  good  first-class  school,  amounting,  as  they  did  last 
year,  to  £1382  17s.  6d.,  including  £304  capitation  fees,  whilst  at  the  same  time 
there  was  in  the  treasurer's  hands  £1237  5s.  Sd.  It  seems  that  at  the  present 
time  only  about  70  boys  are  educated  in  the  school.  As  some  of  these  we  believe 
are  boarders,  and  others  are  not  strictly  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  the  founda- 
tion, there  are  actually  only  between  50  and  60  sons  of  ratepayers  in  the  paiish 
receiving  their  education  from  the  charity,  so  that  the  benefit  to  the  parish  of 
Wolverhampton  is  not  at  present  adequate  to  the  magnificent  income  of  the 
institution.  This  pomt,  however,  would  be  more  correctly  illustrated  if  a  return 
were  given  of  the  number  of  ratepayers'  sons  who  have  been  admitted  during  tht 
the  operation  of  the  present  scheme. 
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It  certainly  seems  desirable  that  the  question  as  to  the  proposed  remoTal 
should  be  speedily  settled,  in  order  that  the  present  premises  may  be  put  into  a 
proper  state  of  repair  or  arrangements  made  for  their  sale,  in  the  event  of  it  being 
determined  to  remove  the  school  to  another  site.  That  any  removal  would  be  im- 
politic ve  do  not  think,  but  if  it  can  be  purchased  only  by  a  sacrifice  of  nearly 
one-tenth  of  the  charity  lands,  and  by  mortgaging  the  estates,  as  the  sub-commit- 
tee's report  recommended,  it  becomes  a  grave  question  how  far  such  a  proposition 
would  be  advisable,  even  if  it  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

The  place  we  have  heard  mentioned  as  the  contemplated  site  for  the  proposed 
new  premises  is  somewhere  near  the  Oaks,  convenient  no  doubt  for  the  residents 
on  the  western  side  of  the  town,  but  rather  a  depressed  situation,  and  being  nearly 
at  the  extremity  of  the  parish,  the  journey  of  the  scholars  from  the  distant  parts 
of  the  town  and  parish  would  be  considerably  increased.  The  neighbourhood  of 
Snow-hill,  or  the  grounds  of  Mr.  Molineux  are,  we  hear,  by  many  considered  far 
more  eligible  sites,  from  their  beixig  more  central  as  well  as  elevated  and  healthy. 
We  merely  mention  the  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  those  who  fed  an 
interest  in  the  subject. 

With  respect  to  the  present  premises,  there  can  be  no  question  that  they  are 
not  in  a  satisfactory  condifcion.  It  has  frequently  been  remarked  by  parents  that 
they  are  not  kept  in  such  a  state  of  repair  and  comfort  as  might  be  expected  from 
such  ample  revenues.  Their  external  appearance  is  forbidding,  and  the  residences, 
if  fit  for  occupation,  or  use  for  school  purposes,  should  not  be  diverted  to  other 
objects.  The  necessity  of  determining  the  question  of  removal  or  no  removal  is 
therefore  of  pressing  importance.  The  present  scheme,  we  observe,  practically 
admits  the  fact  that  the  residence  of  the  second  master  is  unfit,  and  as  signboards 
affixed  to  it  inform  the  public,  is  now  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  a  "  Working- 
man's  College^"  as  well  as  a  "  Fenny  Bank."  The  other  residence,  however,  is 
considered  a  pretty  good  one,  and  has  been  occupied  by  former  head  masters  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  their  office. 

Independently,  however,  of  the  ^Ye  propositions  submitted  by  Mr.  Manby,  we 
do  not  think  that  the  trustees  will  hastily  proceed  in  upsetting  the  present  scheme, 
which,  our  readers  will  remember,  was  purchased  at  a  considerable  cost,  and  after 
much  agitation,  unless  it.  can  be  shown  that  the  scheme  has  altogether  failed  in 
effecting  the  contemplated  good,  and  unless  it  can  be  further  shown  that  the 
thorough  working  out  of  the  present  scheme  is  not  likely  to  meet  the  wants  of 
town,  and  the  requirements  of  the  age. 

The  application  for  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  has  called  forth  some  ob- 
servation, inasmuch  as  on  the  last  appointment  a  large  number  of  names— thirty, 
two — ^were  proposed  to  fill  up  the  existing  seventeen  vacancies,  public  notice 
having  been  given  in  the  advertisement  that  on  a  certain  day  the  Court  of  Chan- 
oery  would  proceed  to  make  a  selection;  whereas  the  notice  of  the  present  con- 
templated  application  simply  nominates  the  required  number  of  trustees  to  be  ap- 
pointed, leaving  no  opportunity  of  preference  to  the  public ;  and  it  is  also  singular 
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that  the  important  tovnshipe  of  Bilston,  WiUenhall,  and  Wednesfield  shonld  hare 
been  overlooked  in  that  nomination. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  present  trostees'  plan,  as  it  is  at  present  anderstood, 
which  especially  requires  consideration,  and  that  is  the  seeming  tendency  to  build 
with  a  view  of  giving  the  institution  the  character  of  a  boarding  school;  which  as 
one  of  the  speakers  (Mr.  Fowler)  at  the  Town-hall  meeting,  in  May,  1858,  re- 
marked, amidst  applause,  was  "  not  the  object  of  a  Free  Grammar  School."  We 
infer  also,  according  to  the  plan  proposed,  that  it  is  intended  to  build  but  one 
residence,  so  that  it  might  appear  it  is  contemplated  eventually  to  abolish  the  office 
of  second  master.  Supposing,  however,  that  the  present  second  master  should 
have  consented  to  any  such  arrangement,  we  think  it  is  open  to  discussion  how 
far  it  would  be  a  violation  of  the  founder's  intention  (that  there  should  be  "  one 
master  and  one  usher"),  as  well  as  be  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  schooL 

We  have  felt  it  a  duty  to  give  a  calm  and  dispassionate  consideration  to  this 
subject ;  and  as  the  trustees  of  the  school  can  have  no  private  interests  to  serve, 
we  trust  that  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  important  duties  they  wiU  do  their  utmost 
to  see  that  those  inhabitants  who  are  unable  to  send  their  sons  to  the  public 
schools  of  the  country,  may  have  a  sound  and  useful  education  provided  for  their 
children  in  their  native  town,  as  the  benevolent  founder  intended  they  should,  and 
to  which  founder's  liberality,  we  believe,  many  of  their  own  body  are  so  much  in- 
debted for  their  present  honourable  position  amongst  their  fellow-townsmen. — 
Wolterhampton  Chronicle,  March  14/A,  1860. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL,  1860. 

Head  Mailer— T^t  Rev.  T.  H.  Campbell,  M.A.,  appointed  1855,  salary  £250, 
and  house ;  £2  on  every  boy,  except  the  usher's  boarders.  He  has  at  Uie  present 
seven  boarders,  and  is  not  residrat  in  the  school-house. 

Usher— Tht  Rev.  John  Gooch,  M.A.,  appointed  1846,  salary  £150  and  house 
Qet  according  to  provision  of  the  scheme.)  £1  on  every  boy :  his  son  at  piesent 
the  only  boarder.    The  ushn  is  non-resident. 

Assislani  MasUr—Rew.  W.  H.  Wood ;  provided  by  head  Bissto;  an  his  own 
private  arrangement. 

Writinff  and  AHthmetic  Master— Vix,  T.  GreeB ;  appointed  1841.— Salary,  £76 ; 
lOs.  on  every  boy. 

Drawing  Master— lAi,  T.  Chittenden;  French  Master— "MauneaT  NotteUe; 
Oenum  Master— Mi,  Yoss.    £S0  each.    £1  per  an.  paid  by  eaoh  boy  who  learns. 

All  the  boys  tinoe  1855  pay  £4  each  per  smmfls  to  the  sehool  fiuids,  eoteeptthe 
preeent  Usher's  boarders,  whose  salary  was  lowered  £50  per  amnun,  being  prari- 
oosly  £200,  without  any  fees. 

Every  boy  finds  his  own  books,  paper,  Ac.,  at  his  own  expense. 

The  number  of  day-soiMlan  40;  boarders,  8.  The  number  of  boys  durag 
the  last  half-year  was  about  10  more,  viz.,  78.    Of  the  day  scholatB  sef «n  or  eiffat 


WOLVBAHAMFTON   FRES   GaAJfHAB   SCHOOL.  309 

are  not  "  latepayeirs'  sons,"  vho  are  entitled  by  the  scheme  to  the  first  chum  of 
admission  into  the  school, 

J.  S.  Ratter,  Esq.,  is  secretary  to  the  trust. 


WOLVERHAMPTON  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle, 

Sir, — Your  article  of  the  14th  instant  seems  to  require  some  notice,  lest  it 
should  appear  as  if  there  were  an  unwiUing:Des8  to  lay  the  question  of  the 
grammar  school  before  the  judgment  of  public  opinion ;  and  yet  I  scarcely  know 
how  to  answer  it,  because  the  trustees  have,  in  fact,  not  yet  formed  any  mature 
determination  on  the  subject.  When  the  new  trustees  are  appointed  they  will 
probably  lose  no  time  in  commencing  action;  for  all  men,  I  think,  will  agree  with 
you  that  the  sooner  something  is  done  the  better ;  and  you  may  be  sure  that  no 
scheme  will  be  sent  to  the  judge  until  an  opportunity  has  been  given,  through 
your  columns*  for  all  objections  regarding  it  to  be  received  and  considered. 

Meanwhile,  I  can  think  of  no  better  course  than  to  express  my  own  opinions 
upon  the  questions  to  which  you  refer.  These  opinions,  in  the  main,  will  not  be 
found  to  differ  far  from  yours. 

You  say  weU  that  the  revenues  are  so  large  that  they  may  be  expected  to 
maintain  a  first-dass  school  I  feel  this  most  strongly ;  and  it  is  for  this  very 
reason  that  I  am  anxious  to  see  such  buildings  erected,  and  such  arrangements  \ 
made,  as  may  render  a  first-class  school  possible ;  for  I  see  no  reason  why,  with 
proper  changes,  this  may  not  be  made  one  of  the  best  schools  of  its  kind  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  I  should  think  it  a  great  pity  if  any  crude  and  unreasonable  suspicions 
were  to  interfere  with  the  attempt  to  attain  this  end. 

You  express  some  dissatisfaction  that  there  are  so  few  boys  now  at  the  school. 
I  heartily  agree  with  you.  There  are  this  quarter,  which  is  always  the  most  y  >^ 
scanty  quarter  in  the  year,  seventy  boys  in  all.  Of  these,  one  is  a  privileged  boy,  \ 
eight  are  boarders;  five,  however,  out  of  these  boarders  are  children  of  rate- 
payers. Seventy  is,  without  doubt,  not  a  sufficient  number,  compared  with  the 
size  of  the  town,  and  of  itself  raises  a  presumption  that  some  alteration  in  the 
institution  is  required.  The  causes  to  which  the  smallness  of  this  number  is  due 
are  chiefly  two.  Firstly,  many  parents  will  not  send  their  boys  to  school  in  so 
objectionable  a  locality;  and,  secondly,  the  school  cannot  now  give  that  sort  of 
education  which  is  so  much  required  in  a  town  like  this~-I  mean  a  sound 
commercial  education,  combined  with  a  small  amount  of  classics.  This  latter  ^ 
cause  is  of  great  importance,  and  I  would  earnestly  call  your  attention  to  it.  If 
the  soiiool  is  ever  to  be  what  you  wish  it  to  be — ^a  first-dass  sohool— 4t  must 
contain  a  distinct  oommeroial  department,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  classical  depart- 
ment of  a  grammar  school.  It  is  a  duty  to  the  ratepayers  that  some  such  change 
as  this  shoold  be  made ;  for  at  present  the  education  given  at  the  school  is  only 
adapted  to  the  hi^er  daases  of  the  town,  and  without  this  change  cannot  be 
otherwise.    And  be  it  remembered  that  this  arrangement  is  no  innovation,  but  it 

2o 
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is  the  arrangement  of  all  the  best  town  schools  that  have  been  reyived  of  late 
years,  and  especially  of  those  whose  government  is  in  the  hands  of  mnnidpal 
authorities.  There  is  no  reason  why  Wolverhampton  should  be  behind  other 
towns  in  this  respect. 

Yon  express  a  hope  that  the  trustees  will  not  disturb  the  present  scheme, 
"unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  scheme  has  altogether  failed  in  effecting  the 
contemplated  good,  and  unless  it  can  be  further  shown  that  the  thorough  working 
out  of  the  present  scheme  is  not  likely  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  town  and  the 
requirements  of  the  age."  I  do  not  think  any  one  can  doubt  that  these  oonditioDS 
have  been  already  fulfilled.  The  comparative  smallness  of  the  numbers  who 
attend  the  school  is  a  plain  proof  that  the  scheme  has  not  done  so  much  good  to 
the  town  as  was  anticipated ;  while  not  only  has  the  scheme  been  thoroughly 
worked,  but  more  has  been  done  for  the  school  than  it  contemplated,  namely,  by 
the  appointment  of  an  additional  master  on  the  school  staff.  And  yet  the  scheme 
has  not  altogether  failed ;  it  has  done  much  for  the  sdiool,  and  we  owe  it  thanks. 
The  fact  is,  it  was  good  as  far  as  it  went;  but  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  Its 
arrangements  have  enabled  the  trustees  to  put  aside  a  portion  of  the  revenues, 
and,  by  a  judicious  employment  of  this  surplus,  to  raise  money  to  assist  in 
re-building  the  school  Had  it  not  been  for  this,  the  re-building  would  have  been 
impossible. 

There  are  a  few  points  which  you  mention  with  which  I  have  no  business,  and 
to  which  it  would  not  be  seemly  m  me  to  refer ;  but  two  others  seem  to  require  a 
word,  and  both  arise  from  a  slight  misapprehension  of  the  nature  of  the  changes 
proposed  to  be  made.  You  appear  to  think  that  it  has  been  intended  to  abolish 
the  office  of  second  master ;  so  far  from  that,  it  has  been  proposed  to  have  two 
second  masters,  one  for  each  department  of  the  sdiool.  Again,  you  fear  that  it  is 
desired  "to  give  the  institution  the  character  of  a  boarding  school"  I  can  only 
say  that  I  feel  as  strongly  as  you  do  that  such  a  change  would  be  highly  improper — 
that  I  believe  such  has  never  been  the  intention  of  any  one,  and  that  it  is  neither 
to  be  desired  nor  feared  that  the  trustees  will  admit  any  more  boarders  than  they 
believe  may  be  admitted  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  school 

These  few  remarks  of  mine  must  necessarily  be  imperfect,  as  they  relate  to  an 
imperfect  matter,  and  I  do  not  venture  to  claim  for  them  any  authority ;  but  I 
felt,  that  to  let  your  artide  pass  without  comment  would  not  be  what  is  due  to  the 
town,  or  to  the  courtesy  which  I  have  always  experienced  at  your  hands. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  faithful  servant. 

Grammar  School,  March  19, 1860.  THE  TTRAT)  MASTER. 

[We  think  that  in  the  foregoing  letter  the  tendency  of  our  artide  last  week 
has  been  rather  misinterpreted.  Without  entering  into  a  detailed  reply,  we  may 
remark,  that  if,  as  Mr.  Campbell  intimates,  his  opinions  do  not  "  in  the  main" 
differ  fiar  from  ours,  we  hardly  see  why  he  should  be  so  anxious  to  goard  the  town 
against  our  animadversions.  We  readily,  however,  insert  his  letter,  being  always 
L  desirous  of  opening  our  columns  to  the  legitimate  discussion  of  any  subject  interest- 
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kg  to  the  public.  On  the  question  as  to  the  causes  of  there  being  so  few  boys 
now  in  the  school,  different  opinions  may,  of  course,  exist.  Mr.  Campbell  assigns 
two  causes— firstly,  that  many  parents  will  not  send  their  boys  to  school  to  so 
objectionable  a  locality.  The  answer  we  have  heard  given  to  this  is,  that  the 
locality  is  no  worse  now  than  it  was  many  years  ago,  when  a  larger  number  of 
boys  than  at  present  attended  the  sdiool,  though  the  premises  themselves  are 
undoubtedly  not  now  in  such  good  condition.  The  second  reason  assigned  by  the 
head  master  is  that  "  the  school  ca/mot  now  give  that  sort  of  education  which  is 
so  much  required  in  a  town  like  this— a  sound  commercial  education,  combined 
with  a  small  amount  of  dassics."  Now  is  this  the  fact  P  The  instruction  pre- 
scribed by  the  existing  scheme  does  unquestionably  include  writing  and  arithmetic, 
or,  in  other  words,  a  commercial  education,  and  we  do  not  exactly  see  why  the  V- 
school  cannot,  under  the  present  scheme,  give  that  kind  of  instruction.  If  the 
duties  of  the  head  master  and  second  master  in  the  education  of  seventy  boys  are 
80  exceedingly  onerous  that  they  could  not,  under  any  circumstances,  render  their 
aid  in  the  oommerdal  department,  would  it  not  be  possible  that  a  portion  of  the 
duty  of  the  additional  master,  lately  appointed  on  the  school  sta£^  should  be  to 
assist  in  that  department  P  A  staff  of  three  clergymen,  one  commercial  master, 
one  French  master,  one  Qerman  master,  and  one  drawing  master  for  the  education 
of  even  100  boys  seems  to  us  a  liberal  provision  out  of  the  funds  of  the  charity, 
and  if  it  be  true,  as  stated  by  the  head  master,  that  at  present  the  education  given 
at  the  schod  is  only  adapted  to  the  higher  classes  of  the  town,  whilst  the  existing 
scheme  undoubtedly  oontempbites  the  imparting  to  a  portion  of  the  boys  at  least, 
a  commercial  edncation,  we  think  the  head  master  is  not  justified  in  asserting 
that  "not  only  has  the  scheme  been  thoroughly  worked,  but  more  has  been  done 
for  the  school  than  it  oomtemplated."  If  an  additional  master,  to  assist  in  the 
classical  department,  can  be  appointed  under  the  present  scheme  we  apprehend 
that  an  additional  master  in  the  commercial  department  may  also  be  appointed. 
These  are  points,  however,  which  wUl  no  doubt  be  well  considered  by  the  trustees. 
—Ed.  W.  C] 


THE  BLXJB  COAT  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

The  origin  of  this  school  is  not  now  known^  but  it  appears 
to  have  been  established  above  a  century^  and  to  have  been 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions^  aided  by  numerous 
legacies  and  donations^  many  of  them  of  considerable  size^ 
amounting  from  the  year  1711  to  1810^  inclusive^  to  the 
Aggi'og&te  sum  of  £2105  12b.  6d. 

In  what  manner  the  greater  part  of  these  benefactions  was 
disposed  of  cannot  now  be  ascertained;  but  in  the  year  1735^ 
at  which  time  they  had  amounted  to  £1225  12s.  6d.^  an  estate 
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at  Seisdon,  in  this  county,  was  purchased  with  £700  of  the 
charity  funds,  and  conveyed  to  five  trustees,  in  trust,  to  apply 
the  rents  and  profits  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  school,  and 
to  promote  the  charity,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  of  the 
charity  school  should  direct ;  with  a  proviso  for  keeping  up  the 
number  of  trustees  to  five,  being  aU  inhabitants  of  Wolver- 
hampton, the  preaching  minister  of  Wolverhampton  being  one. 
In  1 756,  upon  a  re-appointment  of  trustees,  the  number  was 
increased  to  26. 

In  1742,  a  further  conveyance  was  made  to  other  trustees, 
of  a  small  piece  of  ground  near  Berry-street,  in  Wolverhampton, 
and  three  dwelUng-houses  and  outbuildings  erected  thereon,  in 
trust,  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  to  the  use  of  the  school,  as 
the  trustees  of  the  school  should  direct.  It  is  believed  that  this 
property  also  was  purchased  with  a  part  of  the  funds  belonging 
to  the  charity,  but  the  original  conveyance  is  not  to  be  found, 
and  the  consideration  does  not  appear  from  the  recitals  in  the 
subsequent  trust  deeds ;  nor  can  any  information  on  the  subject 
be  derived  from  the  books  of  the  charity,  the  accounts  from 
1738  to  1754  being  unfortunately  missing — a  circumstance 
which  has  occasioned  great  obscurity  in  tracing  the  property  of 
this  school. 

A  further  purchase  was  made  by  the  trustees  in  1805,  of  the 
great  tithes  of  the  estate  at  Seisdon,  for  the  sum  of  £250. 

After  the  year  1785,  the  premises  at  Seisdon  and  in  Wolver- 
hampton were  all  vested  in  the  same  trustees ;  and  by  the  trust 
deeds,  which  bear  date  the  6th  and  7th  of  October,  1808,  they 
were  conveyed  to  the  Honourable  and  Reverend  Edward  Legge, 
then  dean  of  Windsor  and  Wolverhampton;  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Walker,  preaching  minister  of  Wolverhampton,  and 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town ;  with  a  proviso,  that  if  any  of  the 
trustees  should  refuse  to  act,  or,  except  the  said  Edward  Legge 
and  Thomas  Walker,  should  remove  their  habitation  from  the 
town  of  Wolverhampton,  the  estate  and  interest  of  such  trustee 
should  ce£ise ;  and  when  by  death  or  removal  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  seven,  the  trust  estates  should  be 
conveyed  to  the  dean  and  preaching  minister  for  the  time  being, 
and  ten  or  more  other  inhabitants  of  Wolverhampton,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  remaining  trustees. 
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The  estate  at  Seisdon  consists  of  a  farm-honse  and  buildings^ 
with  two  or  three  cottages^  and  80a.  Ob.  7p.  of  landj  principally 
pasture^  scattered  aboat  the  parish.  Previons  to  the  purchase 
of  the  tithes,  the  farm  was  let  for  £69  a-year.  In  1809,  the 
rent,  indading  tithes,  was  raised  to  £110. 

Timber  has  been  cut  on  this  estate  at  different  times,  which 
produced  in  1761,  £160;  in  1788,  £29  lOs.;  and  in  1801,  £80; 
in  the  whole,  £269  10s.,  which  sum  appears  to  have  been  carried 
to  the  general  account.  In  1799,  the  sum  of  £51  14s.  appears 
to  have  been  paid  for  the  purchase  of  the  land-tax. 

The  property  in  Wolverhampton  consists  of  six  houses,  three 
in  Berry-street,  and  three  in  New-street,  and  a  plot  of  land. 

One  of  the  houses  in  Beiry-street  is  made  use  of  as  a 
residence  for  the  master  and  mistress  of  the  school,  and  for  the 
scholars.  At  the  back  of  this  house  is  a  building,  erected  by 
the  trustees  in  1793,  in  which  the  schools  are  held. 

Besides  these  estates,  there  are  the  following  sources  of 
permanent  revenue  belonging  to  this  charity  : — 

1. — ^A  rent-charge  of  10s.,  payable  out  of  four  houses  in  St. 
John's- street'  (formerly  called  John's-lane),  "Wolverhampton. 
The  origin  of  this  cannot  be  fixed,  except  fix)m  the  benefaction 
table  in  the  church,  where  it  is  stated  to  have  been  given  by 
Mr.  Thomas  Dunn,  of  Wolverhampton,  in  the  year  1725.  The 
premises  on  which  the  annuity  is  charged  are  held  for  a  term  of 
1000  years,  created  by  Ehzabeth  Allen,  in  1698 ;  this  term 
became  vested  in  Margaret  Dunn,  who,  in  1771,'  devised  the 
houses  upon  certain  trusts ;  and  the  executors  of  the  surviving 
devisee,  by  deed  of  the  29th  of  September,  1784,  assigned  the 
houses  (which  appear  to  have  been  then  five  in  number),  for  the 
remaiader  of  the  term — one  to  William  Moore,  two  to  William 
Bradley,  one  to  Olive  Hart,  and  one  to  Joseph  Meready — subject 
to  their  respective  shares  of  the  annual  rent  of  10s.,  payable  to 
the  use  of  the  charity  schools  of  Wolverhampton.  The  deed 
does  not  state  when,  or  by  whom,  the  charge  was  created ;  but 
contains  a  covenant  to  produce,  among  other  documents,  a  copy 
of  the  will  of  Thomas  Dunn,  dated  the  28rd  September,  1725. 

2. — ^A  Mrs.  Deakin  left  £100  to  the  school,  provided  the 
children  were  taken  in  to  bed  and  board,  within  a  certain  time 
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after  her  decease.  This  condition  not  having  been  complied 
with,  the  legacy  became  forfeited ;  but  the  nephew  and  executor 
of  Mrs.  Deakin,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Pearson,  declined  to  avail 
himself  of  the  forfeiture,  and  gave  his  note  for  the  amount, 
dated  the  2oth  December,  1809,  bearing •  interest  at  five' 
per  cent. 

3. — A  sum  of  £75,  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mitton,  the 
treasurer  of  this  charity,  to  be  applied  to  any  charitable  purpose, 
at  his  discretion,  was  appropriatd  by  him  to  the  use  of  this 
school,  and  secured  by  his  note  of  hand. 

4. — Eight  pounds  a-year  is  received  from  the  Marquis  of 
Stafford.  This  payment  appears  to  have  been  annually  made  by 
the  steward  of  the  marquis  and  his  ancestors,  at  least  from  the 
year  1723,  and  to  have  been  always  called  a  subscription.  It 
is  imagined,  however,  to  have  some  reference  to  the  following 
benefaction.  Sir  Richard  Leveson,  an  ancestor  of  the  marquis, 
by  his  will  dated  the  Srd  of  November,  1660,  bequeathed  a  rent- 
charge  of  £5  to  the  poor  people  of  the  parish  of  Wolverhamp- 
ton, to  be  paid  annually  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  a  house 
in  Wolverhampton,  then  in  the  possession  of  John  Richardson, 
apothecary,  and  the  field  thereunto  belonging,  by  such  persons 
and  their  heirs  male,  to  whom  he  had  by  his  said  will  limited 
his  part  of  the  manor  of  Wolverhampton,  and  his  lands  and 
tenements  there,  at  the  election  and  appointment  of  such  per- 
sons, what,  and  how  many  poor  people,  or  what  sum  of 
money  or  proportion  thereof  each  should  receive.  As  no 
other  trace  appears  of  this  rent- charge  having  ever  been 
paid,  it  is  supposed  to  have  formed,  and  still  to  form,  a  part  of 
this  annual  payment  of  £8  to  the  charity  school.  This  diver- 
sion, however,  from  the  original  destination,  rests  on  mere  con- 
jecture, and  is  only  supported  by  the  absence  of  all  other  evi- 
dence respecting  the  rent-charge. 

It  appears  also,  that  John  Leveson,  of  Wolverhampton,  by 
his  will,  proved  at  Doctors'  Commons,  in  1605,  gave  £8  a-year; 
20s.  to  the  poor  of  Wolverhampton ;  20s.  in  ease  of  the  poor 
toward  the  church  levies ;  and  20s.  towards  the  repair  of  the 
pavements ;  and  charged  the  annuity  on  his  lands  lately  pur- 
chased of  Edward  Olyver,  and  his  land  then  in  the  occupation 
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of  Ralph  Stiche.  As  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  payment  of 
this  annuity^  the  conjecture  is  reasonable  that  this  benefaction 
had  in  fact  been  added  to  Sir  Richard  Leveson's^  and  thas  made 
ap  the  £8  a-year^  paid  by  Lord  Stafford  to  the  charity  school. 
Tet^  as  this  John  Leveson  belonged  to  a  different  branch  of  the 
family  from  that  which  intermarried  with  the  ancestors  of  the 
marquis^  it  may  invalidate  this  conjecture. 

5. — ^The  trustees  are  also  possessed  of  £803  18s.  stocky  in 
the  3^  per  cents.^  producing  an  annual  dividend  of  £26  2s.  6d. 
This  has  arisen  from  donations  and  savings  of  income^  but  the 
transactions  respecting  the  funded  property  are  involved  in 
considerable  obscurity.  The  first  purchase  of  stock  appears  to 
have  been  in  the  year  1797.  In  1808^  the  amount  of  stock  was 
£300  three  per  cent,  consols^  and  £400  three  per  cent,  reduced 
annuities.  In  1810^  it  seems  that  all  the  three  per  cent,  stock 
was  sold^  and  the  produce^  together  with  two  donations  of  £100 
e€tch^  received  that  year^  invested  in  the  purchase  of  the  above- 
mentioned  sum  of  £803  18s.  four  per  cents. 

There  were  further  sums  left  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  at 
Wolverhampton,  for  which  £17  10s.  interest  per  annum  is  paid. 

6. — The  trustees  are  entitled  to  some  property,  both  in 
possession  and  reversion,  under  the  will  of  John  Mansell, 
bearing  date  the  8th  of  March,  1801,  by  which  he  bequeathed 
the  following  annuities,  issuing  out  of  several  proportional 
shares  of  five  per  cent  annuities,  created  by  act  24,  George  III., 
for  the  lives  of  the  respective  legatees,  viz. — ^to  his  nieces,  Ann 
Mansell,  and  Hannah  the  wife  of  Samuel  Insley,  £10  10s.  each; 
and  to  his  nieces,  Elizabeth  wife  of  Thomas  AUbutt,  and  Mary 
wife  of  Thomas  Blainey,  £5  5s.  each.  And  abo  the  following 
annuities,  issuing  out  of  several  proportionate  shares  of  consoli- 
dated long  annuities,  for  the  lives  of  the  respective  legatees, 
viz. — ^to  his  niece,  Margaret  Mansell,  £8 ;  to  his  nephew,  John 
Mansell,  £1 2 ;  to  his  niece,  Sarah  the  wife  of  William  Henshaw, 
£6 ;  to  his  nephew,  Samuel  Mansell,  £6 ;  and  to  his  niece,  Atiti 
Pye,  £16 ;  and  after  the  decease  of  his  said  nephews  and  nieces, 
or  any  one  of  them,  he  gave  each  of  their  several  annuities,  and 
the  stock  from  which  they  issued,  to  and  for  the  charitable  use 
and  behoof  of  those  poor  boys  and  girls  who  were  or  should  be 
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admitted  into  the  Blue  or  Charity  School  at  Wolverhampton,  for 
ever,  towards  maintaining,  washing,  and  lodging  of  as  many  as 
that  addition  would  admit,  by  the  prudent  management  and 
discretion  of  his  nephew,  Samuel  Mansell,  whom  he  made  his 
sole  executor  and  trustee  of  that  his  charitable  donation.  He 
also  gave  to  the  use  of  the  poor  boys  and  girls  admitted  into 
the  school,  a  further  share  of  stock  in  the  consolidated  long 
annuities,  producing  £6  per  annum,  and  all  the  residue  that  he 
should  thereafter  purchase  in  that  fund. 

It  appears  that  after  making  his  will,  the  testator  purchased 
£8  a-year  more  long  annuity ;  that  his  niece,  Hannah  Insley,  to 
whom  he  bequeathed  an  annuity  of  £10  10s.,  died  in  his  lifetime ; 
and  that  in  the  year  1808,  after  his  death,  his  niece,  Elizabeth 
Allbutt,  to  whom  he  had  left  an  annuity  of  £5  5s.,  also  died. 
To  these  annual  sums,  and  the  stock  producing  them,  together 
with  the  £6  a-year  long  annuity,  given  by  the  will,  immediately 
to  the  use  of  the  school,  the  charity  has  become  entitled,  viz., 
to  Elizabeth  Allbutt^  s  annuity,  from  the  time  of  her  death,  and 
to  the  others  from  the  testator's  death,  which  took  place  in 
January,  1802.  The  executor,  Samuel  Mansell,  having  refused 
to  transfer  the  stock,  and  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  charity, 
the  trustees,  in  the  year  1810,  filed  an  information  against  him 
in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  to  compel  such  transfer  and  payment. 

The  income  of  the  school  in  1854,  was  as  follows : — 

£   8.  d. 

Farm  at  Seisdon  120    0    0 

Manorialdaes  6    0    0 

Three  houses  and  land  in  New-street 44  19    0 

Honse  in  Berry-street 8  10  0 

Fdton's  beqnest  0  10  0 

£803 18s.  3d.  in  the  3i  per  cent,  consols 28    2  6 

£2038  78.  lid.  in  the  3  per  cent,  consols 61    3  0 

£661  lOs.  in  the  H  per  cent,  consols 21    9  10 

Wynne's  Charity 6    0  0 

Dnke  of  Sutherland 8    0  0 

Interest  on  donations  in  Wolrerhampton  Bank 17  10  0 

319    4    4 
Pxodnoeof  Sermona.. 76  17    8 

£396    2    0 
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The  deficiency^  then  amonnting  to  £98  5s.  2id.^  was  ad- 
vanced by  the  treasurer.  The  total  receipts  for  1859,  were 
£444  1  Is.  4d.  The  payments  (indnding  a  balance  dne  to  the 
treasurer  of  £108  6s.  2d.),  amounted  to  £513  7s.  3^d.,  exclusive 
of  about  £60  incurred  fc»r  repairs. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  the  permanent  i2UX)me  is 
supplied  by  an  annual  collection  at  each  of  the  two  pari^ 
churches ;  at  the  one  in  the  morning,  and  at  the  other  in  the 
evening.  The  sermons  of  1859  produced  only  about  £50.  In 
that  year  £400  were  laid  out  in  repairing  the  property  id  Berry- 
street.  At  the  present  date,  the  rent  of  the  £arm  at  Seisdon 
has  been  raised  to  £145,  on  account  of  the  repairs  done  thereon. 

Mr.  Hiomas  Emerton  and  hie  wife  were  appointed  on  4th 
Sept.,  1859,  and  receive  £60  per  ann.,  and  board  and  lodging. 
They  have  50  boys  and  40  girls  to  teach  ?  twelve  of  the  latter 
are  boarded,  lodged,  and  clothed  entirely  free,  and  the  day 
scholars  are  taught  free  also.  Eight  of  the  boys  are  clothed, 
fed,  and  educated.  The  children  make  and  knit  all  the  school 
clothing.     The  school  is  under  government  inspection. 

TSX38TEE6  (appointed  1837.)-— Georgfe  Briscoe,  Wm.  Bailey, 
Henry  Crane,  Esqrs.,  Rev.  W.  Dalton,  Jos.  Farmer,  Wm. 
Floning  Fryer,  Henry  Gibbons,  Henry  Hill,  Alex.  Hordem, 
Joseph  Norton,  Wm.  Parke,  Henry  Bogers,  Wm.  Savage,  Rd. 
Shelton,  Wm.  Tarratt,  Joseph  Underhill,  Wm.  Warner,  <Joo. 
Holyoake,  Bichd.  Warner,  and  Thos.  Yorke,  Esqrs. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Those  under  the  management  of  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens  of  St.  Peter's  amount  to  about  £60  per  an.,  and  are 
distributed  weekly  in  bread.  In  some  of  these  cases  the  do- 
nor's orders  are  not  regarded,  but  tiie  arrangement  has  been 
BO  long  adopted  that  it  is  not  considered  desirable  to  go  back 
to  the  orders  of  the  benefactors.  The  charities  under  other 
management  are  as  follows : — 

Akontmods. — £2  12s.  per  an.  out  of  a  house  in  Market- 
place, comer  of  Lichfield-street,  in  weekly  bread,  at  the  door 
of  the  house,  every  Saturday  morning. 

2r 
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Sutton's  Charity. — Thomas  Sutton  (1707),  408.  per  an., 
out  of  three  houses  in  Little's -lane^  to  80  poor  widows,  on  St. 
Thomas' s-day,  by  the  trustees  of  the  chapel  in  St.  John-street. 

Brindley's  Charity. — Robert  Brindley  (1658),  interest  of 
£100,  for  attending  evening  lecture  in  the  parish  church, 

Turton's  Charity. — Joseph  Turton  (1700),  £5  per  an.  to 
40  poor  widows,  out  of  Mr.  Howell's  estate,  near  the  town. 

Deakin's  Charity. — William  Deakin  (1765),  the  interest  of 
£200  in  bread,  weekly,  at  St.  John's  church. 

Nechell's  Charity. — William  Nechell,  the  rent  of  20  acres 
of  land,  at  Coven  heath,  (now  about  £40)  for  paving  the  streets. 

Rogers's  Charity. — Henry  Rogers  (1850),  a  merchant, 
erected  twelve  almshouses  on  Wednesfield  Heath,  and  left  4s. 
per  week  for  each  of  the  inmates. 

DOLES, 

IJnd^r  the  management  of  the  Minister  and  Churchwardens . 
There  are  several  small  annuities  payable  to  the  poor  of 
Wolverhampton,  usually  called  Doles,  which  are  received  by 
the,  churchwardens,  and  are  by  them,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
minister  of  the  parish,  brought  into  a  general  fund,  and  applied 
in  a  weekly  distribution  of  bread.  The  application  of  these 
doles,  it  will  be  seen,  are  in  many  instances  a  departure  from 
the  directions  of  the  different  benefactors,  but  it  is  not  thought 
desirable  to  disturb  it. 


THE  WOLVERHAMPTON  CHARITTES. 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir, — ^In  the  chancel  of  our  old  church  are  recorded  no  less  than  fifty-seven 
benevolent  gifts— the  munificence  of  bygone  days, — and  principally  left  for  the  poor 
and  needy  of  this  township.  Fifteen  only  remain,  and  their  annual  value  has 
diminished  down  to  £25,  (I  speak  irrespective  of  Hinton's  Charity,  as  the  founder 
nominated  the  church  to  be  the  exclusive  almoner  of  his  bequest) ;  so  that  thirty- 
one  of  these  charities  (to  use  the  language  of  the  churchwardens)  are  lost,  and 
seven  of  the  number  are  left  on  landed  property,  the  possessors  of  which,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  compelled  to  restore  them. 

Mr.  Gough,  in  1608,  left  £20  in  land.  It  would  be  interesting  to  ascertain 
the  present  holder,  and  the  value  of  the  gift  in  these  days. 

Mr.  Leveson  left  a  valuable  charity  in  land.  This  charity  like  the  above,  has 
got  into  other  hands. 
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Mr.  Nechell,  a  merdiant  of  the  staple,  left  twenty  acres  of  land,  amonntmg 
at  the  time  to  a  yearly  rental  of  £6  13s.  4d.  It  now  prodaoes  the  ajinnal  sum  of 
£50.  The  Corporation  hold  this  charity,  but  under  what  tenure  they  can  better 
explain  than  I  can,  as  it  is  not  a  parochial  one  exclusively. 

Roger  Hinton,  of  Rickerscote,  of  whom  I  have  before  spoken,  left  the  whole 
of  his  farm,  in  1687,  to  the  poor  of  Wolverhampton ^  Lichfield,  Walsall,  Stafford, 
and  Forebridge.  Each  of  these  places  draws  now  an  annual  sum  of  £33 17s.  8d. 
From  documents  that  have  been  in  my  possession,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  of  this 
charity  having  been  left  by  its  founder  upon  the  Samaritan  principle.  He  neither 
meant  the  poor  Roman  Catholic  nor  the  Dissenter  to  be  excluded  firom  its  benefits, 
nor  were  they  under  distribution  in  one  of  the  towns  above  named. 

I  might  enumerate  other  valuable  charities,  such  as  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
the  Blue  Coat  School,  &c.  The  hereditary  rights,  however,  that  are  claimed  for 
their  management  and  control  lead  me  to  inquire  if  those  charities  belong  to  the 
inhabitants,  or  were  left  for  their  benefit. 

A  recent  Act  of  Parliament  calls  upon  the  trustees  on  or  before  the  25th  of 
March,  in  every  year,  to  make  up  their  aooonnts,  to  be  presented  at  the  next 
general  Easter  meeting,  and  inserted  in  the  vestry  bodu.  Another  clause  of  this 
valuable  act  (without  any  cost  to  the  town)  enables  the  Charity  Trust  Commis- 
sioners to  make  inquiries  into  these  charities  and  to  regulate  their  expenditure,  in 
accordance  with  the  will  of  the  founder.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  sir,  that  we  shall 
avail  ourselves  of  the  assistance  of  these  Commissioners. 

I  trust  to  the  indulgence  of  your  readers  for  the  obtrusion  of  these  remarks. 
I  seek  no  object  but  the  welfare  of  others.  I  may  lament  the  apathy  which 
prevails  on  this  subject,  as  I  would  rather  relegate  to  abler  hands  the  agitation  of 
these  peaceable  subjects.  One  thing,  however,  must  be  admitted,  that  if  the 
charities  of  past  ages  find  no  better  trusteeship  than  I  have  alluded  to,  it  is  but 
poor  encouragement  to  future  benevolence. 

"Within  the  last  few  years  we  have  witnessed  the  revenues  of  our  church 
property  in  this  locality  taken  from  us,  amounting  to  a  sum  little  short  of  £10,000 
per  annum,  and  the  only  legacy  left  us  was  an  old  dilapidated  church  and  a  half- 
paid  clergy,  amidst  the  awful  amount  of  spiritual  destitution  existing  amongst  so 
large  and  rapidly  increasing  a  population.  Other  towns  sueoessfully  protested 
against  this  wholesale  abstraction  of  their  ecclesiastical  revenues,  but  Wolver- 
hampton was  silent  on  the  subject,  and  she  will,  in  all  probability,  see  her  revenues 
devoted  to  enrich  the  new  Episcopate  of  St.  Alban's,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  instructing  20,000  poor  souls,  existing  within  a  circuit  of  five  miles  of  her 
churches. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SIDNEY. 
Wolverhampton,  March  19, 1860. 
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COSELEY. 


CosELET^  in  Sedgeley^  lies  in  its  limits  within  two  miles  of 
Dudley,  Bilston,  and  Wolverhampton;  it  contains  5170  acres 
of  land,  and  30,000  inhabitants — ^having  trebled  its  population 
in  half  a  century.  Earl  Dudley  is  lord  of  the  manor.  This 
parish  contains  no  less  than  25  places  of  worship.  The 
National  Schools  teach  about  1200  scholars,  most  of  the  schools 
having  residences  attached  for  the  teachers;  there  is  also  a 
school  in  Can  Lane,  founded  in  1 832,  for  the  education  of  the 
orphans  whose  parents  (290)  died  of  the  cholera  in  that  year. 
A  subscription  is  raised  sufficient  to  provide  education  for  100 
scholars. 


COSELEY  MEETING  HOUSE  SCHOOL. 

By  indenture  dated  20th  January,  1753,  between  Samuel 
Timins  of  Oldbury,  in  the  parish  of  Hales  Owen,  and  Sarah 
his  wife,  Jane  Turton,  of  Cotwall-end,  in  the  parish  of  Sedgeley, 
widow,  (which  said  Sarah  and  Jane  are  described  as  being  sis- 
ters, and  co-heirs  of  John  Smith,  deceased,)  Samuel  Bourn, 
and  eight  others,  of  the  one  part ;  and  Job  Maullin,  and  thir- 
teen others,  of  the  other  part ;  reciting  indentures  of  lease  and 
re-lease,  dated  10th  and  11th  February  preceding,  made  be- 
tween the  said  Samuel  Timins  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and  Jane 
Turton  of  the  one  part,  and  the  said  Samuel  Bourn,  and  others, 
being  the  parties  of  the  first  part  in  the  deed  now  abstracting. 
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of  the  other  part,  whereby  Samuel  Timins  and  Sarah 
his  wife,  and  Jane  Tnrton,  for  the  settling  of  the  tenements 
and  premises  therein  and  in  the  abstracting  deed  after  men- 
tioned, for  the  charitable  uses  therein  expressed,  granted  and 
released  the  same  to  the  use  of  Samuel  Timins,  Samuel  Bourn, 
and  others,  the  survivors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs 
and  assigns  of  such  survivor,  in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits 
thereof  should  be  laid  out  in  buying  books  for  the  use  of  such 
and  so  many  poor  children  residing  in  Coseley  and  Sedgeley, 
and  paying  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  and  instruct  them  to  read, 
as  the  trustees  should  think  fit;  and  further  reciting,  that 
Samuel  Timins,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and  Jane  Turton  did 
thereby  declare  that  their  true  intent  and  meaning  had  been, 
and  then  was  (although  it  was  omitted  in  the  recited  deed),  that 
the  poor  children  to  be  taught  to  read,  should  be  chosen  from 
those  residing  in  Coseley  and  the  neighbourhood  thereabouts, 
but  within  the  parish  of  Sedgeley ;  and  that  they  should  be 
taught  in  a  school  already  erected  in  Coseley  for  tetiching  poor 
children  to  read.  It  was  witnessed,  that  Samuel  Timins,  and 
Sarah  his  wife,  and  Jane  Turton,  together  with  Samuel  Boum^ 
and  others,  at  the  request  of  Timins,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  and 
Jane  Turton,  as  well  for  the  supplying  the  afore-mentioned 
omission,  as  for  the  better  preserving  the  charitable  use, 
granted,  re-leased,  and  confirmed  to  Job  Maullin,  and  others, 
the  surviyors  and  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  and  assigns 
of  such  survivor,  all  those  cottages  or  dwelling-houses  known 
by  the  sign  of  the  Bear,  and  also  the  stable  and  shop  thereto 
belonging,  in  Coseley  aforesaid ;  to  hold  the  same,  with  their 
appurtenances,  unto  Job  Maullin,  and  others,  to  the  use  and 
behoof  of  Samuel  Timins,  Samuel  Bourn,  and  others,  and  Job 
Maullin,  and  others,  in  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  in  the  manner 
before  menti(med. 

By  indenture  dated  13th  October,  1790,  between  John 
Thompson  and  others,  of  the  one  part,  and  John  Finch  and  31 
others,  of  the  other  part ;  it  was  witnessed,  that  the  parties  of 
the  first  part  conveyed  the  premises  above-mentioned,  there 
described  as  four  cottages  or  dwelling-houses,  formerly  the 
Bear,  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  upon  the  trust  aforesaid. 
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the  school  in  which  the  children  were  to  be  taught  being 
described  as  adjoining  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting  house  in 
Coseley  ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  trustees  should  be 
reduced  to  seven,  they  should  appoint  25  other  substantial 
persons,  to  whose  use,  with  themselves,  the  property  should  be 
conveyed  on  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

By  an  entry  in  the  chapel  book  belonging  to  the  trustees  of 
the  Coseley  meeting  house,  it  appears,  that  in  the  year  1 755^  a 
new  bam  was  erected  on  an  estate  called  the  Coppice,  belong- 
ing to  those  trustees,  which  was  erected  in  part  with  £20  given 
to  the  school  at  Coseley  meeting  house  by  Mr.  Joseph  Kettle, 
on  which  account  the  yearly  sum  of  £1  was  to  be  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  school.  Signed  by  three  gentlemen,  probably  then 
elders  of  the  meeting  house. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  premises  conveyed  by  the  above 
deeds  hardly  exceeds  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  ground.  As  there 
were  collieries  on  both  sides,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  sell 
the  mines  under  the  land,  and  the  sale  was  effected  in  1809, 
and  the  coals  demised  for  21  years  from  Michaelmas  in  that 
year;  and  in  1813,  the  sum  of  £2G8  15s.  lid.  was  received  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  charity,  as  the  whole  produce  of  the  sale. 

Of  this  amount,  the  sum  of  £172  17s.  4d.  was  taken  by  the 
trustees  of  the  meeting  house,  and  laid  out  in  the  improvement 
of  their  own  premises ;  and  in  a  memorandum  entered  at 
that  time  in  the  school  account  book  this  application  is  noticed, 
and  it  is  said  that  the  trustees  of  the  meeting  house  are  to  pay 
£5  per  cent,  interest,  and  to  repay  the  principal  when  the  mines 
were  sold  under  an  estate  of  their  own,  called  the  Coppice 
estate. 

The  remaining  £95  18s.  7d.  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  for  which  he  allowed  five  per  cent,  interest,  which  is 
carried  regularly  to  the  account. 

At  the  time  the  mines  were  demised,  Messrs.  Grazebrook 
and  Whitehouse,  the  lessees,  also  agreed  to  give  £25  yearly  for 
the  surface  and  the  building ;  and  they  were  to  leave  them  at 
the  end  of  the  term,  in  the  same  state  in  which  they  found 
them.     The  mines  under  the  Coppice  state  have  been  since  sold. 
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The  income  of  the  school  in  1822  was : — 

&    8.    D. 

Rent  of  surface  ground  and  houses 25    0    0 

Interest  of  £95  ISs.  7d 4  15    9 

Payment  from  Coppice  estate,  on  account  of  Kettle's  gift..      10    0 

£30  15    9 

There  is  a  school  held  in  the  vestry  room  of  the  meeting 
house,  to  which  the  trustees  send  as  many  poor  children  as  the 
funds  will  afford  to  pay  for.  In  the  course  of  the  year 
1821,  twenty-eight  boys,  on  an  average,  were  instructed  in 
reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  at  6s.  a  quarter  each ;  and  ten 
younger  children  in  reading  only,  at  3s.  each  a  quarter. 

The  expense  incurred  for  the  instruction  of  these  children 
in  the  same  year,  was  £39  3s. 

The  children  are  permitted  to  remain  as  long  as  their 
parents  choose.  They  are  supplied  with  school-books  from 
the  charity,  at  an  expense  of  about  50s.  a-year,  upon  an 
average,*   They  pay  for  copybooks  themselves. 

A  preference  is  given  in  selecting  the  children  to  the  poor 
of  the  congregation  belonging  to  the  meeting  house ;  but  if 
there  is  room,  and  the  funds  allow,  others  are  taken;  and 
there  are  several  in  the  school  who  do  not  belong  to  the 
meeting;  sometimes  girls  are  admitted,  but  the  scholars  are 
chiefly  boys. 

The  accounts  are  submitted  to  the  trustees  every  year  or 
two,  and  signed  by  them. 

The  school  is  still  carried  on,  and  varies  but  little  year  by 
year  in  any  particular. 


GENEEAL  CHAEITIES. 

B&ADLET  AND   OTHEBs'   Chabities. ^Thomas,  Mary,  and 

Richard  Bradley,  and  Capt.  Dudley,  £3  lOs.  per  annum. — John 
Perry,  10b.  per  annum. — E.  Finson,  D.  Walter,  and  A.  Webb, 
£9  lOs.  per  annum. — These  are  distributed  at  Christmas. 

Jewees'b  Chabity. — John  Jewkes  (1717),  £12  per  annum, 
for  18  poor  widows. 

Cox's  Chabity. — Edward  Cox  (1810)^  £1  10s.  per  annum, 
for  threepenny  loaves  to  120  poor  people,  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 


324 


TAMWORTH. 


Tabcwoeth,  or  Tameworth,  from  the  river  Tame^  on  the  north 
bank  of  which  it  is  situated^  is  an  ancient  borough^  seven  miles 
east  of  Lichfield.  The  western  half  of  the  town,  in  which  the 
parish  church  is  situated,  is  in  Staffordshire,  and  the  eastern 
half,  with  the  castle  and  market-place,  is  in  Warwickshire. 
The  parish  contains  9847  acres  of  land,  and  9000  people. 

Several  instances  of  longevity  have  occurred  here,  viz. : — 
John  Meggs  (1769),  aged  101  ;  Thomas  Fletch  (1590),  aged 
102;  WilUam  Fasher  (1785),  aged  118;  and  William  Farr 
(1769),  aged  121,  who  outlived  144  of  his  descendants,  and 
left  £10,000  for  charitable  uses. 

Tamworth  was  the  favorite  residence  of  the  Mercian  kings, 
and  many  of  their  charters  were  dated  ^from  Tameneoridge,  or 
Tameumdina,  as  it  was  styled ;  one  of  these  was  to  the  monks 
of  Worcester,  from  the  celebrated  Offa,  in  781.  Tamworth  was 
completely  destroyed  by  the  Danes,  and  rebuilt  by  Ethelfleda 
in  913,  who  died  here  in  920, 

Tamworth  gives  to  Earl  Ferrers  the  title  of  Viscount  Tam- 
worth. The  first  Sir  Robert  Peel,  of  Drayton  Manor,  repre* 
sented  the  borough  from  1790  to  1820,  and  his  son  from  ISSO 
to  1850 ;  his  grandson  now  represents  it. 

Thomas  Guy,  the  founder  of  Guy's  Hospital,  Southwark, 
and  of  the  Tamworth  Almshouses,  was  M.  P.  here  from  1695 
to  1707. 
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TAMWORTH  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

By  letters  patent  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  dated  the  lOth  Oct.^ 
in  the  30th  year  of  her  reign^  reciting  that  the  commissioners 
appointed  by  letters  patent,  on  the  20th  June,  2nd  Edward  VI., 
had  appointed  that  a  certain  grammar  school,  which  had  long 
before  *  been  established  within  the  parish  of  Tamworth,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  should  be  continued,  and  that  one  Nicholas 
Brooke  should  enjoy  the  place  of  schoolmaster  there,  and  have 
annually  for  his  stipend,  £10  13s.  2^d.  as  had  been  theretofore 
from  old  time  answered  to  him,  and  had  directed  that  the  same 
should  be  paid  by  the  auditor  and  receiver  of  the  court  of 
augmentation  and  revenues  of  the  Crown  of  the  said  coimty  of 
Stafford;  the  said  Queen  granted  that  there  should  be  one 
grammar  school  in  Tamworth,  which  should  be  called  the  Free 
Grammar  School  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England,  in  Tamworth, 
for  the  education  and  instruction  of  boys  and  youths  in  gram- 
mar, to  continue  for  all  future  time,  and  to  consist  of  one  master 
or  pedagogue ;  and  she  appointed  the  bailiffs  and  commonality 
of  the  town  of  Tamworth,  to  be  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name 
of  the  guardians  and  governors  of  the  possessions,  revenues, 
and  goods  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Elizabeth,  Queen  of 
England,  in  Tamworth;  and  she  gave  them  power  of  appointing 
the  schoolmaster;  she  also  granted  to  the  guardians  and  gover- 
nors of  the  school,  an  annual  rent  of  £10  13s.  2^d.  for  the 
wages  and  fee  of  the  masters  of  the  school,  to  be  paid  in  man- 
ner aforesaid. 

The  charter  of  the  corporation  of  Tamworth,  dated  17th 
February,  16th  Charles  2nd,  confirms  the  grant  of  the  free 
grammar  school,  and  incorporates  the  bailiffs  of  Hke  town  of 
Tamworth,  by  the  names  of  the  guardians  and  governors  of  the 
possessions,  revenues,  and  goods  of  the  free  grammar  school  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  in  Tamworth;  and  directs  that 
the  guardians  and  governors,  with  the  consent  of  the  high 

*  There  Is^gaQd  of  St  Geoige  in  Tamworth,  and  to  it  belonged  £6  lend  per 
flimnm»  and  of  late  one  John  Bailie  gave  other  £6  land  nnto  it,  and  therewith  ia 
BOW  erected  a  grammar  acfaooL    Leland'a  Itin.  toI.  4,  pt  2,  fol.  189,  orig.  HSS. 

2q 
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steward  of  the  borough,  should  have  power  to  make  statutes 
for  the  government  of  the  school ;  and  that  the  master  should 
be  appointed  by  the  guardians  and  governors,  and  the  twenty- 
four  capital  burgesses  of  the  town,  assembled  in  common  hall; 
and  the  charter  grants  to  the  guardians  and  governors,  the 
ancient  annuity  of  £10  13s.  2id.  for  the  wages  of  the  school- 
master j  and  also  a  house  and  garden,  with  the  appurtenances^ 
in  Tamworth,  commonly  called  the  school-house  ( "  and  for  the 
school  then  used,'')  for  the  dwelling  of  the  schoolmaster. 

In  respect  of  this  annuity,  the  schoolmaster  receives  £7  13b. 
firom  the  ofl&ce  of  fee-farm  rents  of  the  Crown,  in  Lyon's  Inn, 
London,  the  remainder  being  deducted  for  land-tax  and  fees  of 
office;  these  fees  should  be  discontinued, — ^£3  out  of  £10  is  a 
gross  imposition. 

The  school  premises  granted  by  King  Charles's  charter, 
consist  of  a  good  sized  dwelling-house,  very  old,  but  in  tole- 
rably good  repair,  with  a  small  garden,  occupied,  rent  free,  by 
the  master,  and  a  large  school-room  adjoining,  situate  in  Gon- 
gate-street.  There  is  no  fund  for  the  repair  of  these  premises. 
The  dwelling-house  is  repaired  by  the  schoolmaster.  The  school- 
room was  re-built  by  a  subscription  of  the  inhabitants  in  1677, 
and  they  have  occasionally  contributed  to  repair  it. 

The  revenues  of  the  school  have  been  increased  by  the 
following  benefactions  r— 

Nbthersolb's  Gift. — Sir  Francis  Nethersole,  who  died 
1659,  by  a  codicil  to  his  will,  appointed,  at  the  request  of 
Thomas  Fox,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  £5  yearly,  to  the  schoolmaster 
of  Tamworth,  for  ever,  upon  condition  that  all  such  children  of 
the  town  of  Polesworth  and  Warton,  as  should  be  minded  to 
learn  the  Latin  and  Greek  tongues,  so  as  they  should  not 
exceed  the  number  of  six  at  one  time,  and  should  be  approved 
of  by  his  trustees  therein  named,  and  their  heirs,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  under  their  hands,  should  be  there  freely  edn* 
cated  and  taught  those  languages  in  such  manner,  and  as  free 
as  any  of  the  town  of  Tamworth  were  or  ought  to  be. 

This  annual  sum  of  £5  is  received  from  the  trAsurer  of  Sir 
Francis  Nethersole's  charity,  at  Polesworth,  in  the  coonlr^  of 
Warwick. 
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Ashlet's  Gift. — ^William  Ashley,  of  Spinkefield,  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  gentleman  (bom  in  Tamworth),  by  his  will, 
dated  July  24th,  1666,  bequeathed  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  master  of  the  free  school  of  Tamworth,  in  the  county  of 
StafiTord,  for  the  time  being,  the  annual  rent  of  £10  per  annum, 
to  be  paid  out  of  his  lands,  called  Jenkin  Maiden,  in  the  coimty 
of  Essex,  then  in  his  own  possession. 

This  annuity  is  received  from  the  agent  of  Mrs.  Irwin,  the 
proprietor  of  the  lands  in  Essex,  charged  by  ABhley's  will  with 
the  payment  thereof. 

Other  payments  are  received  from  the  gift  of  diflferent  bene- 
factors to  the  town  of  Tamworth.  The  income  derived  from 
the  several  sources,  the  whole  of  which  is  received  by  the 
schoolmaster,  is  made  up  as  follows : — 

£   8.    d. 

Annuity  from  the  Grown 7  IS    0 

SirP.  Nethereole'agift 5    0    0 

TTilliain  Ashle/B  gift   10    0    0 

Henry  MicheU's  gift 0  10   0 

One-third  of  the  rents  derived  from  the  gift  of  Bichard  and  Eliza- )     q    o    n 
bcth  Beardsley  j     »    »    » 

One-third  of  the  rents  derived  from  the  gift  of  John  Yaughton  5  18    6 

Eeverend  John  Hawlefs  gift  2    0    0 

£33  11    3 

In  the  time  of  a  former  master,  Mr.  Collins,  this  appears  to 
have  been  a  flourishing  grammar  school.  He  took  boarders, 
and  had  many  classical  day  scholars  on  the  foundation.  He 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  during  whose  mastership  the  school 
declined  very  much,  and  on  his  resignation,  the  office  remained 
vacant  for  six  months,  and  the  school  was  wholly  suspended. 

Upon  the  appointment  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Downes,  which 
then  took  place,  some  rules  were  made  by  the  governors,  with 
the  consent  of  the  high  steward,  by  which  it  was  ordained  that 
the  master  should  teach  aU  the  free  scholars,  or  cause  them  to 
be  taughtA^rithmetic  and  writing,  and  also  reading  English, 
and  the  pnEiciples  of  English  grammctr,  and  that  he  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  a  compensation  of  £4  4s.  per  annum  for 


S28  TAVWOSTH   FBEE    SCHOOL. 

each  Bcholar^  who  shoald  be  so  isstmcted.  He  also  gave  a 
bond^  conditioned  to  resign  within  six  months  after  request  in 
writing  by  the  governors. 

The  school  revived  a  little  under  his  superintendance.  He 
had  about  a  dozen  scholars^  of  whom  three  or  four  were 
boarders ;  but  he  afterwards  ceased  to  receive  boarders^  and 
the  school  sunk  to  a  very  low  ebb.  At  the  time  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners'  examination^  in  September,  1823,  there  were 
only  four  scholars,  who  attended  for  two  hours  in  the  mornings 
from  10  to  12,  to  be  instructed  in  Latin,  and  then  went  to 
other  schools  to  learn  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  as  Mr. 
Downes  did  not  undertake  this  branch  of  instruction  himself^ 
and  it  could  not  be  made  worth  the  while  of  an  assistant  master 
to  attend  the  school  when  there  were  so  few  scholars.  The 
school  is  at  present  conducted  by  Mr.  Henry  Handley,  under 
the  above  rules. 

It  is  evident,  that  with  so  very  trifling  an  endowment,  there 
can  be  no  means  of  rendering  this  an  efficient  grammar  school^ 
except  by  the  master's  taking  boarders  and  private  pupils^  in. 
addition  to  the  free  scholars. 


THE  REV.  JOHN  RAWLETS  CHARITY. 

John  Rawlet,  clerk,  by  his  will,  dated  28rd  Sept.,  1686,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbuiy,  8th  Dec.,  1687, 
left  to  his  mother,  for  her  life,  a  messuage  or  tenement,  which 
he  had  bought  of  Henry  Davis,  yielding  about  £8  yearly  rent, 
situate  in  Church-lane,  in  the  town  of  Tamworth ;  as  also  the 
messuage,  with  the  lands,  grounds,  and  other  appurtenances, 
which  he  had  lately  bought  of  Mr.  George  Wright,  situate  in 
Tamworth  aforesaid,  yielding  about  £10  5s.  yearly  rent;  and 
he  devised  to  Mrs.  Ann  Butler,  for  her  life,  the  lands,  messuages, 
and  tenements,  which  he  bought  of  George  Sadler,  lying  in  the 
parish  of  Tamworth,  and  then  leased  for  £10  10s.  per  annum; 
and  after  the  respective  deaths  of  his  mother  audAnn  Butler, 
he  devised  the  same  premises  to  William  Rice  and  three  others 
and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  and  upon  condition  that  they  should 
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dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  as  follows^  viz. : — ^£6 
a-year  to  Mrs.  Hannah  White^  for  her  life^  if  she  should  not 
otherwise  be  competently  provided  for ;  to  the  minister  of  the 
town  of  Tamworth^  £4  a-year^  40s.  on  Good  Friday,  and  40s. 
on  the  5th  November,  if  he  should  preach  a  sermon  on  each  of 
those  days ;  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Tamworth,  40s.  a-year ;  for 
the  putting  out  of  two  poor  boys,  yearly,  to  some  trade,  £8 ;  for 
the  putting  forth  of  10  poor  children  of  Tamworth  to  learn  Eng- 
lish, 40s.  a-year ;  and  what  should  remain,  to  be  distributed  as 
far  as  it  would  reach,  yearly,  on  Good  Friday,  12d.  a-piece,  to 
the  poorest  families   of  the  town;    and  after  the  death  of 
Hannah  White,  the  £6  given  to  her  to  be  disposed  of  as  follows: 
42.  for  putting  out  anotiier  poor  boy  of  Tamworth  apprentice 
yearly ;  and  40s.  for  the  buying  of  10  bibles  yearly,  to  be  given 
to  the  10  poor  scholars  above  mentioned,  when  they  could  read 
them,  or  to  any  other  poor  family  that  would  make  use  of 
them;  and  if  the  minister  and  schoolmaster  of  Tamworth 
should  think  his  books  worth  acceptance,  and  would  fix  them  in 
some  room  belonging  to  the  school,  or  other  convenient  place 
there,  that  they  might  be  preserved  for  the  use  of  succeeding 
schoolmasters,  and  such  students  of  the  said  town  as  should 
need  them,  he  then  fireely  bestowed  all  his  books  upon  the 
school  of  Tamworth;  otherwise  he  gave  the  same  to  his  mother 
and  Ann  Butler,  to  dispose  of  as  they  should  please ;  and  he 
directed,  that  upon  the  death  of  any  of  the  trustees,  the  sur- 
vivors should,  within  six  or  seven  months,  make   choice  of 
others  in  their  room,  not  exceeding  the  number  of  persons  de- 
ceasing, and  settle  and  assure  the  premises  to  themselves  and 
and  the  persons  so  chosen,  and  their  heirs,  upon  the  same  trusts 
and  so  from  time  to  time,  with  the  power  to  the  trustees  to  re- 
imburse themselves  all    necessary  charges    incurred    in    the 
execution  of  the  trust. 

The  present  trustees  of  this  charity  are  the  Rev.  John 
Watkins,  Thomas  Bradgate  Bamford,  Esq.,  William  Philip 
Inge,  Esq.,  and  Richard  Francis  Alexander  Freeman,  Esq.,  to 
whom  the  tAst  property  was  conveyed  on  the  8th  Oct.,  1818, 
by  the  Bev.  John  Watkins,  the  then  surviving  trustee  under  a 
former  trust  deed.  In  this  conveyance,  the  premises  are 
described  in  substance  as  follows  :•— 
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Two  messuages  in  Church-lane,  Tamworth,  which  were  erected  in  1809«  on 
the  site  of  three  old  houses,  comprised  in  the  will  of  John  Rawlet ;  also,  three 
messuages  in  Gungate-street,  Tamworth,  which,  by  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  dated  19th  and  20th  June,  1797,  were  conveyed  by  Sir  Bx)bert  Peel  and 
William  Tates,  his  trustee,  to  the  trustess  of  John  Rawlet,  in  exchange  for  two 
small  messuages,  and  garden  ground,  belonging  thereto,  fronting  Churdi-lflae^ 
Tamworth,  part  of  the  said  trust  estate ;  also  six  doses  of  land,  lying  in  the 
lordship  of  Wiggington,  in  the  parish  of  Tamworth,  containing,  by  a  recoit 
admeasurement,  25a.  2&.  3p.  called  by  the  names  and  containing  the  quantities 
set  forth  in  the  rental  below ;  all  which  closes  were  allotted  to  the  trustees  of 
John  Rawlet,  under  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  10  George  3rd,  for 
inclosing  the  open  fields  and  common  in  the  manors  of  Cumberford  and  Wigging- 
ton,  in  exchange  for  several  old  indosures  comprised  in  the  will  of  John  Rawlet. 

Also,  a  close  of  land  in  the  lordship  of  Bolehall  and  Glassoote,  in  the  pamh  of 
Tamworth,  called  Poor's  Close,  containing,  by  admeasurement  2a.  and  3b.,  parcel 
of  the  lands  devised  by  John  Rawlet. 

Also,  a  dose  of  land,  theretofore  part  of  a  common  field,  called  Gkascote-field, 
awarded  to  the  trustees  of  John  Rawlet,  under  an  agreement  dated  9th  December, 
1608,  between  the  proprietor  of,  and  other  persons  interested  in,  the  said  open 
field  and  other  lands,  in  lieu  of  the  lands,  ridges  and  sellions  of  land,  lying  dis- 
persedly  in  the  said  common  fields,  devised  by  the  will  of  John  Rawlet,  and 
which  last-mentioned  dose,  contained,  by  estimation,  3a.  1e.  19p. 

The  properties,  which  are  in  all  tenantcies  from  year  to  year,  bringing  in  about 
£110,  are  as  follows : — 

A.    B.  F. 

In  Wiggingt<m ...The  Slang 2  0    4 

Windmill-dose 4  0  17 

Ball's-dose 6  0  20 

TheBiddens 4  1  17 

TheBiddens 4  1  32 

Robin  Hood's-butts 4  2  21 

InGlascotc  Garden  0  0  40 

Glascote-dose   3  0 19 

Poor's-dose  S  3    0 

Land  taken  for  canal  0  14 

In  Tamworth    House  and  garden 0  0  11 

Ditto  0  Oil 

Three  ditto,  ditto 0  0    9 

32    1    5 

Bj  a  survey  and  yaluation^  taken  in  1821^  th^  lands,  exclu- 
sively of  the  houses  in  Tamworth,  were  estimated  at  the  annual 
value  of  £103  98.  8d. ;  this  valuation  was  thought  a  high  one 
when  made. 
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As  the  rents  of  this  property  have  improred^  the  trastees 
have  employed  the  increased  income  in  extending  certain 
branches  of  the  charity. 

For  several  years  they  provided  for  patting  out  fonr  appren- 
tices in  the  year  instead  of  three ;  and  by  a  resolution  passed 
in  1815^  it  was  agreed^  that  the  premiums  given  with  the  ap- 
prentices should  be  £8  instead  of  £4.  It  does  not  always 
happen  that  so  many  as  three  applications  for  this  bounty  are 
made  in  the  year^  but  generally  there  are  more^  and  if  many 
more  than  three  have  applied^  and  been  put  out  in  one  year, 
the  premiums  have  been  reduced,  so  as  to  make  the  average 
expenditure  under  this  head  about  £32.  The  apprentices  are 
selected  from  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Tamworth,  and  a  pre- 
ference is  given  to  boys  educated  under  Rawlet's  charity. 

The  money  given  by  Bawlet's  will  for  the  schooling  of 
children,  has  been  employed,  as  far  back  as  any  traces  of  it 
remain  in  the  accounts,  for  teaching  10  poor  girls  reading  and 
needlework.  Prior  to  1800,  £2  was  paid  to  a  schoolmistress 
for  that  purpose ;  in  that  year  the  salary  was  raised  to  £4,  and 
by  the  resolution  of  1815,  before  alluded  to,  it  was  increased 
to  £5. 

In  addition  to  this,  a  school  has  been  established  for  the 
education  of  12  boys.  This  was  begun  about  the  year  1802, 
and  was  carried  on,  at  an  annual  expense  of  £13,  till  1815, 
when  the  payment  to  the  schoolmaster  was  raised  to  £20.  The 
boys  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic.  An  account 
is  kept  of  their  attendances,  and  if  they  are  absent  more  than 
six  days  in  the  half  year,  without  leave,  except  in  case  of  sick- 
ness, they  are  struck  off  the  list.  They  are  usually  taken  at 
ten  years  of  age,  and  kept  for  three  years,  or  a  little  more,  tiH 
they  are  fit  to  be  put  out  apprentice. 

The  children  in  both  schools  are  appointed  by  the  trustees, 
and  are  taken  from  among  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Tamworth. 

Ten  bibles  are  disposed  of  every  year,  and  are  given  either 
to  the  boys  or  girls  in  the  schools,  or  to  other  poor  persons;,  as 
the  trustees  find  most  requisite. 

For  several  years  past,  a  fixed  sum  has  been  appHed  to  the 
purpose  of  distribution  among  the  poor.     This  appears  to  havd 
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been  first  fixed  at  £10  a  year^  in  1802,  and  by  the  resolntion  of 
1815,  it  was  determined  that  £15  a  year  should  be  given  to  60 
of  the  poorest  families  of  the  town,  at  5s.  each. 

The  present  annual  expenditure  may  be  stated  as  follows: — 

£  8.  (L 

About  four  apprentices,  at  £8  each 32  0  0 

Insurance  of  houses  from  fire  10  9 

The  minister,  for  two  sermons 4  0  0 

The  schoolmaster  of  Tamworth  Free  Grammar  School  2  0  0 

James  Willis's  salary,  for  educating  12  boys 20  0  0 

The  schoolmistress' salary,  for  educating  10  girls 5  0  0 

The  poor  of  Tamworth,  at  5s.  each 15  0  0 

Ten  Bibles,  about  2  0  0 

Repairs  of  houses,  about  5  0  0 

Expenses  of  the  trust  meeting,  about 4  0  0 

The  clerk's  bill,  about  t 3  0  0 

£93    0    9 

The  balances  which  remain^  after  making  these  payments^ 
are  retained  in  hand^  to  provide  for  repairs  and  occasional 
expenses. 

It  appears  from  the  inspection  of  the  accounts,  which  are 
audited  every  year,  in  the  month  of  December,  that  in  1808 
there  was  a  balance  in  hand  of  £249  5s.  lOd.  In  the  two  follow  * 
ing  years  £240  was  expended  in  the  erection  of  the  two  houses 
in  Church-lane.  In  1816,  £50  was  lost  by  the  insolvency  of  the 
Tamworth  bank,  and  at  the  audit  in  December,  1822,  there  was 
a  balance  in  hand  of  £36  17s.  Id.,  besides  an  arrear  of  £14  15s. 
due  from  one  of  the  tenants. 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  statement,  that  no 
addition  has  been  made  frqm  the  improved  rents  to  the  pay- 
ments to  the  minister  and  schoolmaster. 

The  trustees,  in  explanation  of  this,  said,  that  understanding 
the  circumstances  of  the  vicar  to  be  such,  although  the  vicarage 
is  very  scantily  endowed,  as  to  render  any  addition  to  his 
income  from  the  fund  of  this  charity  unnecessary,  and  seeing 
that  the  gprammar  school  is  at  present  in  an  inefficient  state,  they 
have  thought  that  the  charitable  intentions  of  the  founder  would 
be  best  answered  by  applying  their  improved  funds  exclusively 
in  placing  out  more  apprentices,  educating  more  children,  and 
distributing  more  money  among  the  poor  inhabitants. 
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Previously^  the  vicar  and  schoolmaster  advanced  a  claim  to 
shares  of  the  improved  rents^  proportionate  to  the  shares  given 
them  by  the  will  of  the  amount  of  the  original  rents^  as  stated 
therein^  but  the  application  was  not  acceded  to  by  the  trustees^ 
nor  did  they  take  any  means  of  ascertaining  whether^  in  point 
of  legal  rights  it  ought  to  have  been  complied  with. 

The  strict  construction  of  the  will  appears  to  require^  either 
that  the  whole  surplus  of  the  increased  rents^  above  the  spe- 
cified payments^  should  be  distributed  to  the  poor^  or  that  the 
payments  to  all  the  different  objects  of  the  testator^s  bounty 
should  be  so  proportionably  increased,  the  original  remainder, 
as  well  as  the  specified  payments,  being  considered  as  ascer- 
tained in  amount  by  the  previous  mention  of  the  yearly  income 
from  the  property.  In  adopting  a  rule  of  apphcation  different 
from  either  of  these,  without  judicial  sanction  or  legal  advice, 
the  trustees  appear  to  have  exceeded  the  authority  given  them 
by  the  testator ;  but  if  the  former  construction  of  the  will  be 
the  true  one,  the  deviation  that  has  been  made  from  its  direc- 
tions is  not  such  as  in  sound  policy  calls  for  animadversion. 

The  gift  of  Mr.  Bawlet^s  books  was  accepted  by  the 
minister  and  schoolmaster,  and  they  were  afterwards  deposited 
in  an  apartment  in  the  almshouse  founded  by  Mr.  6ny.  The 
key  of  this  apartment  is  kept  by  one  of  the  almsmen  who 
inhabits  the  room  adjoining,  and  any  person  may  have  access 
to  the  library  who  wishes  it. 


SIR  ROBERT  PEEL'S  SCHOOL. 

Sir  Robert  PeeFs  School,  in  Lichfield-street,  was  established 
by  the  first  baronet  in  1820,  for  educating  100  poor  boys,  on 
the  National  system.  During  his  life  he  clothed  and  gave 
each  of  them  a  shilling  loaf  weekly ;  upon  his  death,  ]  830,  he 
vested  £6000,  in  trust,  with  his  successors,  for  the  school 
benefit. 

The  school  was  erected  in  1851,  at  an  outlay  of  £1000 — ^the 
style  being  Tudor.  It  is  conducted  by  two  masters,  who  have 
about  50  free  scholars,  and  many  others  who  are  charged  10s. 
per  quarter. 

2r 
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The  School  of  Industry,  established  in  1802,  and  rebuilt  in 
1842,  in  Aldergate-street,  is  supported  by  voluntary  subscrip- 
tion, for  teaching  20  poor  girls. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

SucKLBY^s  Charity. — Henry  Suckley  (1564),  out  of  land  at 
Corbotstye,  in  Essex,  and  two  houses  in  Watliug-street,  Lon- 
don :  £6  for  flannel  and  cloth,  and  13s.  4d.  for  a  sermon  on 
November  1st. 

Baylte's  Charity. — Stephen  Baylie  (1620),  408.  to  the 
poor,  out  of  the  Tamhom  estate,  at  Christmas. 

Wightwick's  Charity. — John  Wightwick,  10s.  out  of 
Spittlefield,  to  thirty  poor  people,  on  Good  Friday. 

Cheadle's  Charity. — Thomas  Cheadle  (1628),  16b.,  the 
interest  of  £18,  in  shilling  loaves  at  Christmas. 

Mitchell's  Charity. — Henry  Mitchell,  out  of  lands  at 
Tamworth,  20s.  for  the  poor  on  Good  Friday;  lOs.  for  the 
minister;  10s.  for  the  schoolmaster. 

Ferrers'  Charity. — Sir  John  Ferrers  (1630),  £10  out  of 
Lea  Hall,  near  Bradboum,  in  Derbyshire,  on  St.  Thomaa'- 
day,  to  the  poor. 

Drayton's  Charity. — Edward  Drayton,  £1  from  Lodge- 
lane  Close,  at  Fazeley,  and  26s.  from  land  taken  by  the  Co- 
ventry Canal,  for  the  poor  at  Christmas ;  less  20s.  to  the  poor 
at  Atherstone. 

Vauohton's  Charity.  —  Richard  Vaughton,  40s.  out  of 
Gorsty  Perrecrofts,  in  Bolehall,  for  the  poor  at  Candlemas-day. 

Mitchell  and  Osburn's  Charity. — Elizabeth  Mitchell  and 
Ann  Osbum,  £5  out  a  close  in  Wiggington  field^  for  the  poor, 
in  bread. 

Earl  of  Northampton's  Charity. — ^Tho  Earl  of  North- 
ampton,  £20  from  house  and  land,  in  Gmngate-street,  for  the 
poor,  at  Christmas. 

BsARDLBY^s  Charity. — Elizabeth  Beardley,  £6  ISs.  from 
£135,  secured  on  turnpike  trusts,  for  poor  housekeepers. 

Harcourt's  Charity. — ^Mrs.  Haroourt,  21s.  8d.  out  of  lands 
at  Fillingley,  for  20  poor  widows,  in  coal,  on  St.  Thomas-day. 
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Copers  Charity. — Thomas  Cope,  lOs.  out  of  Chare's  Croft, 
for  10  poor  people,  on  Good  Friday. 

Repington's  Chaeitt. — Richard  Bepington,  £5  to  the  poor, 
and  6s.  8d.  to  the  Curate  of  Amington ;  5s.  each  to  20  poor 
people,  Friday  before  Christmas«day. 

Smith's  Chaeitt. — Henry  Smith,  £14  out  of  Drayton 
Bassett  Manor,  for  the  sick,  and  clothing  poor  boys. 

Beaedsleys'  Chaeity. — R.  and  E.  Beardsley  (1690),  £7  9sm 
from  Kettfebrook  Close,  between  the  vicar,  schoolmaster,  and 
the  poor.  • 

Vauohton's  Chaeity.— John  Vaughton  (1683),  £17  15s.  6d. 
out  of  houses  and  land,  for  the  same  three  purposes. 

Gough's  Chaeity— Sir  H.  Gough  (1686),  £6  from  land  on 
Wolferstan's  estate,  to  be  distributed  to  the  poor. 

Symond's  Chaeity.— William  Symonds  (1687),  £14  7s.  for 
apprenticing  poor  boys. 

Poet's  Chaeity. — Samuel  Port  (1705),  £88,  from  25  acres 
oflland ;  and  interest  of  £1364  15b.  three  per  cents,  for  appren- 
ticing poor  Tamworth  boys  in  London,  except  21s.  for  a  sermon 
in  October. 

Wilson's  Chaeity.— Mary  Wilson  (1808),  £8,  from  £200 
four  per  cents,  for  apprenticing  one  boy  yearly, 

Clobuey  and  Mitchell's  Chaeity. — Lady  Clobury  and 
Rebecca  Mitchell  (1698),  £27  9s.  7d.  from  houses  and  land, 
for  the  poor. 

AsHMOEEs'  Chaeity. — ^Walter  Ashmore  and  W.  Ashmore 
(1701),  13s.  from  two  cottages  in  Gungate,  and  15s.  per  annum 
in  addition. 

Blood's  Chaeity. — £16,  from  Peddy  Croft,  in  Bolehall,  one 
half  to  20  poor  housekeepers,  and  the  other  to  the  curate. 

Oeton  and  Matthew's  Chaeity — Christian  Orton,  20s.  for 
6  poor  widows;  Elizabeth  Matthews  (1795),  10s.  to  the 
minister,  5s.  to  the  clerk  and  organist,  and  5s.  to  the  poor. 

Weymouth's  Chaeity. — Lord  Weymouth,  £10  per  annum 
for  instructing  16  children  in  reading  and  knitting. 

DoNSs'  Chaeity. — Mary  Dones  (1788),  50s.  for  the  Sunday 
Schools,  and  interest  of  £100  three  per  cents,  for  br^ad  and  a 
yearly  sermon,  and  the  interest  of  £100  for  apprenticing  poor 
children. 
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GuY^s  Almshouses. — 12  dwelling-pooms,  and  2  library- 
rooms,  containing  Kev.  John  Rawlet's  books  (1686),  for  12  poor 
women,  paid  by  the  trustees  of  Guy's  hospital,  in  Southwark. 
The  income  is  £183  per  annum,  from  property  in  Birmingham. 
The  house  was  rebuilt  34  years  ago,  and  is  inhabited  by  11 
men  and  5  women.  Guy  was  a  native  of  Tamworth — ^he  became 
a  celebrated  bookseller  in  London,  and  founded  Guy's  hospital^ 
jat  a  cost  of  £200,000. 


BAETON-TJNDEE-NEEDWOOD. 


Baeton-under-Needwood  is  a  large  village  five  miles  from 
Burton.  In -Domesday  Book  it  is  called  Bertune,  and  was  the 
property  of  the  crown.  There  are  some  saline  springs  a  mile 
from  Barton  which  change  the  color  of  the  cattle  grazing  in 
the  fields  around  them  from  black,  red,  or  brown,  to  a  whitish 
dun. 

The  church,  St.  James's,  was  founded  by  Dr.  John  Taylor,  a 
native  of  Burton,  the  eldest  son  of  three  at  a  birth,  who  on 
being  shown  to  the  king  (Henry  VII.)  were  taken  under  his 
patronage,  and  they  all  became  doctors. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 
Thomas  Russell,  draper,  of  London,  by  a  deed  poll,  dated 
6th  July,  1593,  a  copy  of  which  is  entered  in  a  book  of  the 
Drapers'  Company,  containing  copies  and  abstracts  of  ancient 
title  deeds  and  wills,  granted  to  certain  persons  therein  named, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  £50  lOs. 
to  be  issuing  out  of  all  those  his  messuages  and  hereditaments 
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whatsoever^  called  the  Crown  Bents^  situate  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Leonard^s^  Shoreditch,  in  the  comity  of  Middlesex,  to  hold  the 
said  annuity  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  payable  at  the 
four  usual  feasts  therein  mentioned,  with  a  power  of  distress  for 
compelling  payment  of  the  same. 

By  another  deed  poll  executed  by  the  said  Thomas  Russell, 
and  also  by  the  grantees  of  the  annuity  in  the  former  deed, 
dated  also  6th  July,  1593,  in  the  explanation  of  the  purpose 
for  which  the  said  annuity  was  granted  by  the  former  deed,  it 
was  declared  that  the  same  annuity  w«ks  given  in  trust  that  the 
several  sums  of  money  thereinafter  mentioned  might  yearly,  for 
ever,  be  distributed  to  such  person  and  persons,  and  for  such 
uses,  intents,  and  purposes,  as  were  aftermentioned;  among 
which  were  the  following  directions;  viz* — that  the  trustees 
above-named  should  every  year,  for  ever,  pay  to  the  master 
and  wardens,  and  company  of  Drapers,  and  their  successors, 
the  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  £50  10s.  as  they  should  receive 
the  came,  to  the  intent  that  the  Drapers'  Company  should 
yearly,  for  ever,  pay  to  the  churchwardens  of  Barton  52s.,  to  be 
distributed  by  them,  at  their  discretion,  amongst  the  poor  of 
the  town  of  Barton,  on  every  Sunday  throughout  the  year,  in 
twelve  pennyworth  of  bread,  accounting  thirteen  loaves  to  the 
dozen,  for  the  relief  of  the  poor ;  also  unto  and  amongst  the 
schoolmaster,  usher,  and  visitors,  and  for  the  repairing  of 
a  certain  school  to  be  erected  in  the  town  of  Barton,  as  was 
appointed  by  a  writing  already  drawn  in  the  nature  of  a  last 
win  and  testament  of  Thomas  Russell,  every  year,  for  ever, 
£21  10s.,  in  manner  following;  viz., — to  the  schoolmaster, 
£13  6s.  8d,;  to  the  usher,  yearly,  £5  13s.  4d. ;  and  to  and 
amongst  the  visitors  of  the  school,  for  a  dinner  at  their  visita- 
tion between  Easter  and  Whitsuntide,  yearly,  30s.,  and  the 
residue  of  the  £21  10s.  to  be  put  into  the  treasury  of  the  said 
company  for  the  perpetual  repairing  of  the  decays  of  the  school, 
when  any  should  happen;  and  the  intent  and  meaning  of 
Thomas  Russell  was,  that  the  company  and  their  successors 
should  have  the  nomination  and  appointment  of  the  school- 
master and  usher  for  the  time  being,  and  that  they  should 
likewise  nominate  and  choose  certain  persons  therein  mentioned. 
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and  the  heirs  of  every  of  them^  and  the  parson  of  Tatenhill 
and  Barton  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  to  be  visitors  perpetual 
of  the  school,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  and  scholars ;  and 
if  they,  or  any  of  them,  should  refuse  to  be  such  visitors,  that 
then  the  company  should  elect  and  choose  such  other  and  others 
in  his  or  their  stead  so  refusing,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet. 
And  the  deed  contained  a  provision,  that  when  the  mumber  of 
the  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  four  or  five,  the  survivors 
should  transfer  the  annuity  to  such  other  twelve  persons  as  the 
company  should  think  mept  to  be  trustees  in  their  places. 

The  next  instrument  is  the  will  of  Thomas  Russell,  dated 
7th  July,  1593,  whereby  he  gave  and  bequeathed  to  Adrian 
Sarrabia,  parson  of  Tatenhill  and  Barton,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  the  churchwardens  of  the  church  of  Barton  for 
the  time  being ;  or  if  Adrian  should  die,  or  otherwise  part  with 
his  benefice,  then  to  any  other  the  parson  of  the  churches  and 
the  churchwardens  of  Barton  for  the  time  being,  the  sum  of 
£50  for  and  towards  the  erection  and  building  of  one  school  in 
the  town  of  Barton-under-Needwood,  in  the  county,  in  such 
like  sort  and  proportion  as  the  school  lately  erected  at  High- 
gate,  or  High  Barnett,  in  Middlesex,  was  built,  which  school  to 
be  suj£cient  for  the  teaching  of  seventy  scholars  at  the  least, 
over  and  above  sufl&cient  room  and  housing  for  the  dwelling  of 
the  schoolmaster  and  usher,  to  be  appointed  teachers  for  the 
same  school ;  which  sum  of  £50  his  will  was,  should  be  paid  to 
the  parson  and  churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  within  three 
months  after  his  decease,  if  they  the  parson  and  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  should  put  in  sufficient  security  to  his 
executors,  at  the  delivery  of  the  money,  for  the  building  and 
erecting  the  same  school  in  such  manner  and  form,  in  all 
respects,  as  above  set  down,  within  one  year  after  the  receipt 
and  payment  of  the  sum  of  £50,  or  otherwise  not.  And  he 
further  willed  and  devised,  that  if  the  sum  of  £50  as  above 
given  for  the  building  of  the  school  and  school-house,  should 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  full  erecting  thereof  as  before  directed, 
that  then  his  executors  should,  from  time  to  time,  disburse  out 
of  the  surplusage  of  his  goods  and  chattels  all  such  sum  and 
sums  of  money  as  the  building  of  the  school  and  school-house 
should  amount  to. 
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From  the  early  entries  in  the  books  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  court  of  assistants  of  the  Drapers^  Company^  it  appears, 
that  the  court  superintended  the  expenditure  of  the  money  for 
the  building  of  the  school,  and  deputed  a  committee  to  go  to 
Barton  to  see  that  the  intentions  of  the  testator  were  carried 
into  execution. 

There  appear  to  have  been  no  new  creations  of  trustees 
under  these  instruments  since  the  year  1644;  from  which 
period  at  least,  and  probably  from  its  foundation,  the  manage- 
ment of  the  school  funds  has  been  entirely  in  the  company. 

The  company  regularly  receive  the  whole  £50  10s.  (deduct- 
ing the  land  tax)  from  the  owner  for  the  time  being  of  the 
estate  charged  therewith,  which  estate  is  called  the  Crown-rents, 
in  Shoreditch.  It  is  stated  by  the  clerk  of  the  Drapers' 
Company  to  consist  of  small  tenements ;  but  as  the  rent  has 
been  punctually  paid,  there  has  been  no  occasion  to  identify  the 
property  with  minuteness. 

There  have  been  no  regular  visitations,  and  consequently 
the  sum  appropriated  to  the  visitation  dinner  has  been  neither 
called  for  nor  paid. 

No  visitors  appear  to  have  been  appointed  at  any  time,  at 
least  there  is  no  recollection  of  any  such  appointment,  nor  does 
the  clerk  remember  having  seen  any  entries  on  the  subject  in 
the  books. 

There  has  been  no  additional  endowment  of  this  school; 
but  the  company  have  voluntarily,  out  of  their  own  funds,  for 
a  long  time,  by  way  of  gratuity,  made  annual  payments  to 
the  master  and  usher,  so  as  to  make  up  the  salary  of  the  master 
£20  per  annum,  and  that  of  the  usher  £10  per  annum ;  and  at 
different  times  several  gross  sums  of  money  have  been  sent  for 
repairs,  much  exceeding  what  the  £1  per  annum,  and  also  the 
annual  80s.  for  a  dinner,  supposing  these  sums  to  have  accu- 
mulated, would  have  amounted  to.  In  1798,  the  company 
contributed  £70  towards  this  object.  The  sums  given  by 
Thomas  Russell,  as  above  mentioned,  are  duly  paid  to  the 
bearers  of  receipts  signed  by  the  master  and  usher. 

The  company  have  it  very  little  in  their  power  to  superin- 
tend a  school   at  such  a    distance;    but  upon  occasions   of 
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corresponding  with  the  minister  of  the  parish,  inquiry  has  been 
frequently  made  as  to  the  management  and  condition  of  the 
school,  and  the  gratuities  given  to  the  master  and  usher  beyond 
the  founder's  salary,  have  always  been  granted  on  certificates 
signed  by  the  minister  of  the  parish,  that  the  master  and  ushei^ 
have  performed  their  duties  to  his  satisfaction. 

The  premises  consist  of  a  spacious  brick  building,  contain- 
ing a  large  school-room  on  the  ground  floor,  capable  of  holding 
150  scholars  with  convenience,  and  there  are  commodious 
apartments  for  the  master. 

To  these  premises  is  attached  a  good  garden  and  small 
croft,  the  whole  (including  the  site  of  the  house),  making 
1a.  2e.  18p.,  to  which  may  be  added,  a  small  allotment  out  of 
the  Forest  of  Need  wood,  awarded,  about  the  year  1808,  in 
Ueu  of  cattle  gates  annexed  to  the  messuage,  containing  1a.  36p. 
and  also  another  small  piece  of  land  in  Lincroft,  which  was 
allotted  in  respect  of  the  same  messuage  out  of  Lincroft  com- 
mon, under  the  Act  for  enclosing  the  waste  lands  of  Barton 
(which  took  place  about  1818),  consisting  of  32  perches. 

The  school  is  at  present  conducted  upon  the  Madras  system, 
though  not  strictly  in  union  with  the  National  School  estab- 
lishment, by  Mr.  George  Heap. 

The  local  management  of  the  school  is  in  a  committee  of 
twelve  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  the  clergyman  being  at  the 
head.  The  income  is  as  follows  : — Crown  rents,  the  London 
property,    £40  2s. ;     Drapers'  Company  contribute    £11  10s. 

The  conmiittee  receives  the  school  income  from  the  Drapers* 
company,  and  £2.  2s.  as  the  rent  of  the  forest  allotment.  To 
this  is  added  an  annual  sum  raised  by  subscriptions,  which  has 
been  generally  about  £35  per  annum. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Russell  and  Sandebs'  Chabity. — ^Thomas  Russell,  £2  128. 
Joseph  Sanders,  £2  12s.,  both  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Sundays. 

Russell,  Kinston,  and  Walker's  Chabity. — ^Thomas  Rns- 
sell,  £14,  to  purchase  land;  Mrs.  Alice  Kinston,  £8,  ditto; 
Sir    Walter    Walker,   £20.,    ditto, — ^these    three    laid   out  in 
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purchase  of  Duckcroft  meadow^  1a.  1b.  20p.,  and  are  given 
away  in  money  on  St.  ThoniaB's-day  to  the  poor. — ^Amount, 
£2  19s.  3d. 

Russell's  Chabitt. — Thomas  Russell,  £4  interest,  given 
away  in  bread,  on  Good  Friday. 

Key's  Chabity. — ^William  Key  (1651),  Rents  of  Linoroft 
Close,  and  interest  of  timber  money,  amounting  to  £32  6s.  3d., 
thus, — 10s.  for  a  sermon  on  Good  Friday;  £6  8s.  3d.  for 
repairs  of  the  church ;  £6  8s.  3d.  to  the  poor  of  Dunstall ; 
£19  4s.  9d.  to  the  poor  of  Barton,  in  small  sums,  on  Good 
Friday, 

Godfbey's  Chabity. Edmond  Godfrey,  rent  of  Breach 

Close,  2a.  1b.  35p.,  £4  per  annum,  in  small  sums,  on  Good 
Friday. 

Holland's  Chabity. — ^William  Holland  (1639),  rent  of  land, 
2a.  7p.,  £5  10s.  in  small  sums  to  the  poor,  on  Good  Friday. 
Coats  and  shoes  for  the  poor,  out  of  the  rents  of  4a.  1b.  35p. 
of  land,  to  the  amount  of  £3  10s.  9d.,  on  St.  Thomas's- 
day. 

Dbayton  and  Busby's  Chabity. — ^Harrington  Drayton  and 
Martha  Busby,  18s.  per  annum,  in  books  for  poor  children ;  the 
first-named  also  left  the  interest  of  £5  for  the  poor,  on  Good 
Friday. 

Busby's  Chabity. — ^Elizabeth  Busby,  interest  of  £100,  for 
the  poor,  in  money. 

Webb's  Chabity. — Thomas  Webb,  interest  of  £50,  for  the 
poor,  at  Whitsuntide. 

Holland's  Chabity. — Mary  Holland  (1707),  interest  of 
£20,  for  the  poor. 

Lady  Bloomfikld's  Chabity. — Lady  Bloomfield,  and  fiye 
others  (1733),  gave  interest  of  £100  for  the  poor. 

The  Trent  and  Mersey  Navigation  Company  gives  £1  Is.  6d. 
every  Ladyday  to  the  poor. 

Allen's  Chabity. — Mrs.  Allen  (1758),  gave  interest  of  £20 
(ISs.)  for  the  poor. 

2s 
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Saunders^s  Charity. — Joseph  Saunders  (1691),  gave  £2  128. 
per  animin  in  bread  to  seven  poor  people  at  church  every 
Sunday. 

Lbese's  Charity. — Henry  Leese  gave  four  shillings,  the  in- 
terest of  £5,  to  poor  widows  at  Barton  wake,  4d.  each  to  buy 
plums. 


BLYMHILL. 


Blymhill  is  a  small  village,  six  miles  west  of  Brewood,  com- 
prising 2,900  acres  of  land,  and  600  to  700  people.  Hugh 
Bagot,  lord  of  Blymhill,  lived  at  High  Hall,  a  mansion  on  a  pic- 
turesque eminence  here,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  II. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

Taylor's  Charity. — ^An  old  memorandum,  found  among 
the  papers  of  the  late  rector  of  the  parish,  states  that  the  Bev. 
John  Taylor,  id  1671,  gave  by  will  a  rentcharge  of  £1  Ss.,  for 
the  endowment  of  a  school  for  teaching  two  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Blymhill  to  read  English,  gratis ;  5s.  thereof  to  be 
applied  to  the  repairs  of  the  school. 

This  rent-charge  is  paid  out  of  a  parcel  of  land  called  Cock- 
shutt  Piece,  situate  at  Gatwell  End,  in  the  parish  of  Sedgley, 
now  the  property  of  Messrs.  G.  and  J.  Cartwright. 

Mrs.  Manning's  Charity. — It  appears  from  the  same 
memorandum  that  Mrs.  Manning  gave  (but  at  what  period  is 
not  mentioned)  a  rentcharge  of  £2  in  augmentation  of  the 
schoolmaster's  salary,  for  teaching  four  additional  children. 

This  sum  is  annually  paid  out  of  the  High  Hall  estate,  in  the 
parish  of  Blymhill,  now  the  property  of  Joseph  Stubbs,  Esq., 
ofWalsaU. 
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Both  these  annuities  are  paid  to  Mr.  George  Austin,  the 
schoolmaster^  for  teaching  six  poor  qhildren  of  the  parish  to 
read.  He  has  the  privilege  of  taking  other  scholars,  who  pay 
for  their  education,  and  they  generally  number  50. 

The  firee  scholars,  as  also  the  master,  are  appointed  by  the 
minister  and  others  of  the  parish,  who  are  chosen  from  time  to 
time  to  act  as  trustees. 

The  school  is  held  in  a  house  adjoining  the  churchyard, 
which  is  reputed  to  have  been  given  for  that  purpose,  but  by 
what  donor  is  unknown.  Besides  the  schoolroom,  there  are  two 
other  rooms,  in  which  the  master  resides,  and  a  small  garden, 
of  which  he  enjoys  the  benefit. 


CHAEITIES. 

Adams's  Charities. — ^William  Adams  (1718),  rent  of  a  field 
called  Winnowsick  Croft,  and  interest  of  £7,  for  coats  for  poor 
boys  and  girls,  to  be  made  between  1st  November  and  Christ- 
mas, yearly. 

MoERis's  Charity. — Daniel  Morris  (1784),  twelve  shillings 
per  annum  for  clothing  the  poor,  out  of  Daniel  Morris's  Slang, 
in  Brineton. 

James's  Charity. — Thomas  James,  ten  shillings  per  annum 
for  the  poor,  in  money,  at  Easter,  iavested  in  the  Savings 
Bank. 

Wilbraham's  Charity. — Sir  Thomas  Wilbraham  (1684), 
£5  yearly,  apprentice  fee,  out  of  Kord's  Fields,  in  Bobbington. 
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ROWLEY  REGIS. 


Rowley  Regis  parish  contains  8670  acres  of  land^  and  about 
15000  inhabitants.  The  Earl  of  Dudley  is  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Rowley  Regis,  and  owner  of  a  great  part  of  the  parish,  but 
the  Duke  of  Sutherland  is  lord  of  the  manor  of  Rowley  Somery . 


LADY  ELIZABETH  MONNINS^S  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

It  is  recorded  on  the  benefaction  table  in  the  church  at 
Rowley  Regis,  that  Lady  Elizabeth  Monnins,  of  that  parish, 
by  deed,  in  1703,  gave  £10  a  year  to  teach  24  children  of  the 
parish  of  Rowley  Regis,  to  read  and  write,  and  be  instructed 
in  religion,  and  £5  to  buy  books. 

There  was  formerly  an  abstract  of  Lady  Monnins's  deed  of 
gift  on  parchment,  framed,  and  placed  in  the  t^hurch ;  but  this 
has  been  missing  for  many  years ;  nor  could  we  discover  any 
document  which  would  aflFord  further  explanation  of  the  parti- 
culars of  this  endowment.  The  master  lives  in  a  house,  rent- 
free,  built  by  subscription  in  1818,  and  also  receives  the  £15 
per  annum,  as  above.  This  school  also  has  a  moiety  of  £42, 
left  by  Edward  Chillingworth,  vested  in  the  4  per  cents. 


MACKMILLAN'S  CHARITY  SCHOOLS. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  dated  16th 
March,  1792,  between  George  Mackmillan,  of  Rowley  Regis, 
horn-button  maker,  and  the  Rev.  Christopher  Stephenson,  of 
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the  first  part ;  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Bom^  and  twenty-three 
others^  of  the  second  part ;  reciting,  that  by  indentares  of  lease 
and  release  (the  latter  dated  25th  March,  1790,)  Lord  Viscount 
Dudley  and  Ward  had  conveyed  to  Christopher  Stephenson  and 
George  Mackmillan,  a  parcel  of  ground  situate  at  Beddal-hill,  in 
the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis,  containing  2,700  square  yards, 
on  which  it  was  intended  to  erect  a  school  and  other  buildings ; 
and  further  reciting,  that  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release 
(the  latter  dated  28th  February,  1792,)  that  Gteorge  Mackmillan 
had  conveyed  to  Christopher  Stephenson  a  parcel  of  land,  con- 
taining 225  square  yards,  to  be  taken  out  of  a  piece  of  land 
belonging  to  George  Mackmillan,  in  or  near  Rowley  Regis, 
upon  which  a  charity  school  was  intended  to  be  erected ;  and 
had  also  conveyed  to  Christopher  Stephenson,  a  messuage,  with 
the  buildings  thereto  belonging,  and  five  parcels  of  land,  con- 
taining 15  acres  or  thereabouts,  (except  the  parcel  of  land 
conveyed  as  last  aforesaid,  and  which  was  taken  out  of  the 
closes);  and  also  a  parcel  of  land,  containing  two  acres 
and  two  roods,  adjoining  the  last  mentioned  lands;  and  six 
other  parcels  of  land,  containing  twelve  acres  [and  two  roods ; 
all  which  premises  lay  in  the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis;  to 
the  end,  that  George  Mackmillan  and  Christopher  Stephen- 
son, and  the  survivor  of  them,  should  receive  and  take 
out  of  the  messuage  and  premises,  or  any  part  thereof, 
two  several  annuities  of  £20  each,  to  be  paid  to  George  Mack- 
millan and  Christopher  Stephenson  half-yearly,  at  Michaelmas 
and  Ladyday,  with  powers  of  distress  and  entry,  and  subject  to 
such  annuities,  to  the  use  of  George  Mackmillan  and  his  heirs ; 
and  further  reciting,  that  a  school-house,  for  the  education  of 
poor  children,  and  other  buildings  necessary  thereto,  had  been 
erected  on  the  parcel  of  land  so  granted  by  Lord  Dudley  atid 
Ward ;  and  that  George  Mackmillan  intended  to  erect  another 
school-house  and  buildings  for  the  same  purpose,  upon  the  par- 
cel of  land  granted  by  him  for  that  purpose,  as  aforesaid :  It 
was  witnessed,  that  for  the  better  maintenance  and  support  of 
the  institution,  George  Mackmillan  and  Christopher  Stephen- 
son granted  to  the  parties  of  the  third  part,  and  their  heirs,  the 
two  parcels  of  ground  on  Reddal-hill,  and  near  the  town  of 
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Rowley  Regis,  and  the  buildings  thereon  erected  or  to  be 
erected,  and  the  two  annuities  or  rent-charges  of  £20  each^ 
upon  trust,  that  the  survivors  of  them,  their  heirs,  and  succes* 
sors,  should,  with  the  annuities,  keep  in  repair  the  school  build- 
ings respectively,  and  allow  such  annual  stipend  as  they  shall 
think  reasonable  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress,  respectively  to  be  appointed  thereto,  for 
instructing  so  many  poor  boys  and  girls  in  the  principles  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  in  all  good  moral  principles  and  useful 
learning  for  poor  children,  that  is  to  say,  the  boys  to  be  taught 
to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  the  girls  to  read,  knit, 
and  sew ;  and  should  apply  the  residue  of  the  annuities,  and 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  parcels  of  land  respectively,  if  any, 
towards  the  purchase  of  school  books  and  other  things  necessary 
for  the  education  of  the  poor  children,  as  the  trustees  should 
think  fit.  And  it  was  provided,  that  after  the  death  of  George 
Mackmillan,  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis, 
and  the  schoolmasters  and  mistresses,  should  be  appointed  by 
the  trustees ;  and  that  the  schoolmasters  and  mistresses  should 
not  receive  any  money  or  other  presents  from  the  children ; 
that  the  children  should  be  chosen  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish,  or  within  one  mile  thereof,  and  should  not  be  admitted 
under  the  age  of  five  years ;  that  the  trustees  should  meet  on 
some  one  day  on  or  preceding  the  24th  June,  to  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  the  schools,  and  make  regulations,  and  should 
have  the  power  to  suspend  or  expel  scholars  for  miscon« 
duct ;  and  it  was  provided,  that  when  the  number  of  trustees 
should  be  reduced,  by  death  or  other  legal  disqualification, 
to  the  number  of  eight,  the  remaining  trustees  should  elect 
so  many  other  trustees,  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
as,  with  themselves,  should  make  up  the  number  of  16; 
one-half  of  the  trustees  to  be  resident  in  the  town  of  Bir- 
mingham, and  the  other  half  in  the  parish  of  Rowley  Regis. 
And  it  was  further  provided,  that  the  officiating  minister  of  the 
parish  of  Rowley  Regis  should  not  he  eligible  to  be  a  master  in 
the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  annuities  given  for  the  support  of  these 
schools  by  the  above-mentioned  deed,  there  is  now  applicable 
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to  that  purpose  a  sum  of  £352^  in  the  hands  of  the  Birmingham 

Canal  Company,  on  interest,  at  5  per  cent.,  made  up  of  the 

following  legacies : — 

£    8.    d. 
Erom  Mrs.  Phoebe  Paike,  to  the  school  at  Eeddal  hill 10    0    0 

From  Mr.  Edward  Chillinfl:worth,  the  interest  of  which  was  )     40    n    0 
to  be  divided  between  the  two  schools } 

From  the  Rer.  Christopher  Stephenson,  to  the  school  af)   q/v\    n    n 
Eeddalhill J   300    0    0 

352    0    0 


The  share  of  interest  on  this  sum,  belonging  to  the  school 
at  Reddal-hill,  is  £16  lis.  per  annum,  which,  with  the  annuity 
of  £20,  forms  the  permanent  revenue  of  that  establishment.  It 
is  further  supported  by  annual  subscriptions  and  donations, 
which  constitute  the  larger  portion  of  its  income. 

The  number  of  children  in  this  school  is  not  limited ;  at 
present  from  120  to  130  of  both  sexes  are  educated  there,  and 
receive  the  instruction  directed  by  the  founder;  they  are 
admitted  by  a  committee  of  the  trustees  (who  meet  every 
month  at  the  school  for  the  purpose  of  transacting  all  business 
relating  to  the  charity),  and  continue  as  long  as  their  parents 
choose. 

The  salary  of  the  master  and  mistress  is  £75  a  year,  and 
£10  more  is  allowed  for  an  assistant  teacher ;  coals,  candles, 
schoolbooks,  and  stationery  are  provided,  which,  with  the 
repairs  of  the  building,  make  up  an  annual  expenditure  of  near 
£120.     The  education  given  is  entirely  gratuitous. 

The  school  at  Rowley  Begis  was  built  soon  after  the  death 
of  George  Mackmillan  (which  took  place  about  60  years  ago)  by 
his  brother,  John  Mackmillan,  and  a  residence  for  the  master 
has  been  added  to  it,  the  materials  for  which  were  supplied  by 
the  representatives  of  John  Mackmillan,  and  the  expense  of  the 
building  defrayed  by  a  subscription. 

The  annuity  of  £20,  and  one  guinea  of  the  interest  received 
from  the  Birmingham  Canal  Company,  pursuant  to  the  legacy 
of  Mr.  Chillingworth,  constitute  the  whole  income  of  this 
school. 
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The  wholo  of  this  is  paid  to  the  master  and  mistress^  who, 
for  this  remuneration  and  the  advantage  of  the  residence  rent 
free,  educate  30  children,  boys  and  girls,  in  nearly  equal 
numbers,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  founder ;  their  school 
books  and  stationery  are  provided  by  the  parents.  These 
children  are  appointed,  like  those  at  Reddal-hill,  by  the  com- 
mittee of  trustees,  who  meet  at  this  school  also  once  a  month  to 
regulate  its  concerns.  The  master  takes  other  scholars,  who 
pay  for  their  education. 

The  repairs  of  this  school  were  defrayed  by  Mr.  John  Mack* 
millan  during  his  life,  and  since  his  death,  in  1817,  have  been 
paid  for  from  another  charitable  fund. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES, 

The  six  almshouses  of  Redhill  are  occupied  by  six  poor 
families,  and  were  built,  with  several  benefactions,  upon  three- 
quarters  of  an  acre  of  land  given  by  Lord  Ward  and  John 
Turton,  in  1688.     There  is  a  garden  attached,  but  no  stipends. 

Mansill^s  Charity. — Elizabeth  Mansill  (1651),  £20,  from 
two  houses,  and  3^  acres  of  land,  for  the  poor. 

MooEE  AND  Tn Eton's  Chaeity. — John  Moore  and  John 
Turton  (1739),  interest  of  £110  for  the  poor. 

Payton's  Charity. — Mary  Payton  (1758),  30s.  out  of  Little 
WeU  Close. 

Newby's  Chaeity. — Thomas  Newby  (1815),  £12,  from  a 
house  and  land  at  Warley  Wigom,  all  for  the  poor. — Half  to 
Oldbury  of  this  last  benefaction. 
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WALSALL; 


Walsalit— originally  Walsliall — ^is  an  ancient  borough^  and 
thriving  market  ^town,  six  miles  east  of  Wolverhampton, 
seated  on  the  brow  and  sides  of  an  ext&nsive  eminence ;  it  is 
the  second  manufactoring  town  in  the  county,  and  contains 
many  public  buildings  of  great  elegance ;  it  is  divided  into  a 
borough  and  foreign,  the  former  containing  10,000,  and  the 
latter  20,000  people,  extending  4  miles  north,  and  1^  miles  south 
of  the  town.  Many  towns  in  this  neighbourhood  conplude  with 
the  word  hall,  or  all, — such  as  Bushall,  Pelsall,  &c.  This  de- 
notes the  residences  of  the  Saxon  Thanes,  who  maintained 
baronial  dignities  at  these  places. 

The  borough  stands  on  100  acres,  but  the  foreign  spreads 
over  more  than  8000.  The  Walsall  Union  contains  nearly 
50,000  inhabitants,  and  the  Municipal  Borough,  of  three  wards, 
comprises  the  whole  parish. 

The  copyholders  of  Walsall  pay  only  a  few  pence  each, 
annually  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  (Earl  of  Bradford)^  and  can 
sell  their  est^s  without  any  restriction  as^to  dower,  or  the  ex- 
pense of  fines  in  the  London  courts. 

The  manor  of  Walsall  was  held  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III., 
by  William  Bufus,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £26  19s.  2d. ;  long  after- 
wards it  descended  to  the  "  King  Maker,''  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  thence  to  the  Duke  of  Northumberland,  father-in-law  of 
Lady  Jane  Grey ;  it  was  then  seized  by  Queen  Mary,  and  sold 
to  Richard  Wilbraham,  for  £1000. 

2t 
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This  family  held  it  until  one  of  the  females  carried  it  in 
marriage  to  the  Bradford  family,  with  whom  it  still  rests. 

Two  centuries  ago,  Walsall  was  a  considerable  town,  and 
Birmingham  was  then  described  as  a  hamlet  near  Walsall. 

Walsall  claims  the  names  of  John  Lord  Somers  (obit  1716) ; 
Bishop  Hough,  a  Walsall  school-boy ;  Henry  Stone,  the  noto- 
rious Cromwellite;  John  Persehouse,  an  equally  notorious 
royalist ;  and  Mr.  Siddons,  the  husband  of  the  great  actress 
of  that  name. 

The  parish  of  Walsall  as  stated  above,  consists  of  two 
divisions: — 1.  The  town  or  borough. — 2.  The  foreign,  com- 
prising the  chapelry  of  Bloxwich,  and  several  small  hamlets, 
lying  on  all  sides  of  the  town.  The  charities,  for  the  most 
part,  extend  over  the  whole  parish ;  but  there  are  some  which 
apply  exclusively  to  the  borough  only,  and  others  which  apply 
to  the  foreign  only,  or  to  particular  parts  thereof. 


THE  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

By  letters  patent,  dated  2nd  July,  Ist  Queen  Mary,  (1554,)* 
granted  upon  the  humble  petition  of  George  Hawe  and  Nicholas 
Hawe,  of  Walsall,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish, 
a  grammar  school  for  the  instruction  of  boys  and  youth,  to  be 
called  "  The  Free  Grammar  School  of  Queen  Mary  at  Walsall,'' 
was  established  there,  consisting  of  a  master  and  usher ;  «nd 
it  was  ordered,  that  ten  of  the  more  discreet  and  honest  inha- 
bitants of  the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  should  be  governors 
of  the  school ;  and  George  Hawe,  Nicholas  Hawe,  and  eight 
others,  were  appointed  first  governors,  with  power,  when  one 
should  die,  that  the  survivors  should  choose  another  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall  ^o  succeed,  so 
that  there  should  always  be  ten ;  and  further,  that  when  any  of 
the  governors,  except  George  Hawe,  Nicholas  SLawe,  and 
Nicholas  Clarkson,  should  with  their  families  dwell  out  of  the 
town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  for  one  whole  year,  they  should 

*  There  appean  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  school  was  founded  by  Edward  VL» 
and  afterwards  confirmed  by  Queen  Haiy. 
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ceafle  to  be  govemors  of  ihe  school;  and  that  upon  such 
departure^  the  remaining  goyemors  should  appoint  others,  so 
as  to  keep  up  the  number  of  ten.  And  it  was  ordained^  that 
the  governors  should  be  a  body  oorporate,  and  have  power  to 
hold  lands.  And  by  the  letters  patent,  the  Qaeen,  in  order  to 
cany  her  purpose  in  that  bebalf  into  effect,  granted  to  the 
gOYemors  the  following  premises ;  a  messuage,  being  in  Wood- 
end,  and  the  lands  in  Woodend  demided  with  the  messuage ;  a 
pasture  lying  in  Tipton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  an  acre 
of  land  in  Blozwich;  also  a  pasture  lying  in  Walsall;  also 
certain  paatares  and  tenements  lying  in  Bloxwich,  caUed  Vemon 
and  Beamond ;  also  a  messuage  and  lands  in  Norton ;  also  a 
croft  lying  in  Caldmore ;  also  a  pasture  lying  in  Harden;  and 
also  a  messuage,  bam  and  lands  lying  in  Shelfield,  all  in  the 
parish  of  Walsall,  all  which  premises  had  been  lately  parcels 
of  the  possessions  of  certain  chantries  therein  mentioned,  and 
which  premises  then  extended  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £10. 
Authority  was  given  to  the  governors  to  use  a  common  seal,  to 
elect  the  master  and  usher,  and  to  make  statutes  for  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  school,  with  the  advice  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese; 
and  if  any  one  of  the  ten  governors  should  break  the  ordinances 
and  statutes  so  made,  power  was  given  to  the  rest  to  expel  him, 
and  appoint  another  in  his  room. 

Under  this  endowment,  the  trustees  of  the  grammar  school 
possess  lands  lying  in  all  the  places  named  in  the  charter; 
which  consisted  of  the  following  quantities,  according  to  a 
survey  and  admeasurement  made  in  the  year  1819  : — 

A.     B.     F. 

1.  Woodend  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Walsall  Foreign,  containing  100    0    6 

2.  Shelfldd  Farm,  in  Walsall  Foreign 35    131 

8.  Bloswich  Farm,  in  ditto        48    8  16 

4.  Norton  Fann»  in  the  parish  of  Norton  96    1  35 

5.  Tipton  Famff^i  the  parish  of  Tipton  (of  which  Ll  1b.  35p.  ) 

forms  part  of  the  line  of  the  Birmingham  canal  and  >     23    1  11 
tow  path) ) 

The  property  of  the  charity  has  imdergone  some  alteration, 
and  its  objects  have  been  somewhat  varied,  by  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament, passed  in  the  year  1 797,  '^  for  enabling  the  governors 
of  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Qaeen  Mary,  at  Walsall,  to 
sell  certain  mines  under  part  of  their  lands,  and  to  sell  and 
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exchange  certain  parts  of  their  lands  lying  dispersed,  for  im- 
proving and  extending  the  benefits  of  the  foundation  of  the 
school,  for  enlarging  the  trusts  and  powers  of  the  governors, 
and  for  enabling  them  to  build  a  chapel,  and  other  purposes/' 
By  this  Act,  it  was  among  other  things  enacted,  that  it  should 
be  lawful  for  the  governors  to  seU  as  well  the  mines  of  coal, 
and  other  minerals  lying  under  any  part  of  the  lands  belonging 
to  the  school,  as  also  the  following  pieces  of  land,  parcels  of 
the  estates  of  the  school,  viz. — ^a  parcel  of  land  called  Leymoor, 
containing  3r.  22p.  ;  another  parcel  of  land,  called  Cornwall 
Field,  containing  2r.  22p,*  another  parcel  of  land,  adjoining  a 
field  called  Windmill  Field,  containing  1a.  3r.  13p.,  in  the 
tenure  of  Thomas  Devy  Wightwick  j  and  three  other  closes  of 
land,  in  the  parish  of  Norton-under- Cannock,  known  by  the 
several  names  of  the  Farthings,  containing  2a.  2b.  22?.;  the 
Park,  containing  one  acre ;  and  the  New  Ditch  Meadow,  con- 
taining 4a.  18p.  ;  no  such  sale  to  be  made  in  any  other  way 
than  by  public  auction,  nor  without  the  approbation  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry ;  and  that  the  money  to  arise 
from  such  sales  should  be  paid  by  the  purchaser  into  the  Bank 
of  England,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant-General  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governors 
to  expend  so  much  of  these  purchase  monies  as  should  be  neces- 
sary in  purchasing  freehold  land  in  the  town  of  Walsall,  and 
in  erecting  a  chapel  thereon ;  and  also  in  erecting  new  school- 
houses  and  school-rooms,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
Act  j  and  that  the  residue  of  such  purchase  monies  should  be 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  freehold  or  copyhold  estates  of  in- 
heritance, in  the  counties  of  StaflEbrd,  Salop,  Warwick,  or 
Worcester.  That  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  governors  to  build 
'  and  establish  as  many  school-houses  and  schoolnf ooms,  in  con- 
venient situations  in  the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  as  they 
should  judge  necessary ;  and  to  direct  how  many  boys  and 
girls  should  be  admitted  into  the  schools,  what  they  should  be 
taught,  and  how  many  should  be  maintained,  clothed,  and  put 
out  apprentice,  or  to  service ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  appoint 
i  such  and  so  many  persons  to  be  masters  and  mistresses,  to  in- 
•  struct  so  many  boys  and  girls,  inhabitants  of  or  belonging  to 
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the  town  and  parish  of  Walsall,  in  reading,  writing,  knitting,  \ 
sewing,  arithmetic,  geography,  navigation,  drawing,  mathe- 
matics, the  modem  languages,  and  other  branches  of  education, 
as  should  in  the  judgment  of  the  governors  be  proper  to  render 
the  foundation  of  the  most  general  use  and  benefit,  so  that  never- 
theless there  should  be  always  one  head  master  and  one  usher, 
at  least,  in  conformity  with  the  letters  patent  for  instructing 
children  in  classical  learning ;  such  head  master  to  be  a  clergy- 
man of  the  Church  of  England,  in  priests  orders,  and  a  graduate 
at  one  of  the  universities.  That  tlie  right  of  nomination  of  a 
minister  of  the  intended  chapel,  should  be  vested  in  the  gover- 
nors; such  minister  to  be  licensed  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
and  to  have  been  previously  elected  head  master  of  the  gram- 
mar school ;  and  in  case  such  appointment  should  be  rejected 
by  the  bishop,  such  person  should  cease  to  be  head  master  of 
the  school;  and  in  case  any  person  so  nominated  and  Hcensed 
by  the  bishop  should  be  removed  £rom  the  office  of,  or  cease  to 
be  head  master  of  the  school,  that  then  such  person  should 
cease  to  be  minister  of  the  chapel.  That  such  minister  should 
be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  trust  estates,  £50  a  year, 
clear  of  all  deductions.  That  the  governors  should  have  power 
to  let  the  seats  in  the  said  chapel,  the  annual  rent  for  one 
sitting  not  to  exceed  7s.,  or  be  less  than  2s.  6d.  That  no  per- 
son should  be  a  governor,  unless  he  possessed  in  his  own  right, 
or  in  right  of  his  wife,  £30  a  year  clear,  in  land,  or  a  personal 
estate  of  the  value  of  £600,  and  be  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
England.  That  no  governor  should  rent  or  occupy  any  part  of 
the  school  estates,  nor  be  eligible  to  be  master,  or  usher,  or 
hold  any  place  of  profit  under  the  letters  patent,  or  that  Act. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the  three  pieces  of  ground 
in  Norton  pariih,  containing  together  7a.  and  3b.  were  sold  by 
public  auction  to  the  owners  of  the  adjacent  land.  Five  parcels 
of  land  in  Walsall  Foreign,  containing  together  9a.  3b.  16p. 
were  exchanged  with  John  Clements  Whateley,  Esq.,  for 
5a.  3b.  15p.  of  land  belonging  to  him,  forming  part  of  the 
farm  No.  3 ;  and  besides  these  inclosures,  2b.  and  32p.  of  open 
field  land,  allowed  by  the  Act  to  be  sold,  were  given  to  Mr. 
Whateley  in  exchange.     The  value  of  the  respective  properties 
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was  ascertamed  by  three  suryeyors,  and  the  transaction  was 
approved  by  the  bishop. 

There  was  a  former  survey  of  the  school  lands  taken  in 
1784,  which  agrees  very  nearly  with  the  modem  one,  except 
that  by  the  latter  the  measurement  of  the  Woodend  Fann  is 
made  about  five  acres  more. 

By  the  survey  of  1784,  there  appears  to  have  been  two  strips 
of  land,  in  the  open  field,  which  are  thus  described :— 

A.  B.  P. 

Croft  joining  Windmill  1    3  13 

0    3  13  ~ 


And  against  them  are  written  the  following  words  :— 

"  It  is  supposed  that  one  of  these  parts  belong  to  Walsall 
school,  and  paid  for  by  Mr.  Stubbs." 

Tt  is  most  probable  that  the  piece  of  land  mentioned  in  the 
Act  of  Parliament  amongst  those  which  the  governors  were 
empowered  to  sell,  "  adjoining  a  common  field,  called  Windmill- 
field,  containing  1a.  3b.  13p.,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Devy 
Wightwick,*'  was  the  first  of  the  two  parcels  mentioned  above 
as  the  measurement  and  locality  agree,  and  as  the  property  in 
that  parish,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Stubbs,  came  into  the 
possession  of  Mr.  Wightwick. 

The  governors  were  unable  to  identify  this  piece  of  land 
(which  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  the  case  in  1 784),  and  the 
subsequent  inclosure  has,  of  course,  now  rendered  it  impossible ; 
but  it  appears  by  the  books,  that  for  more  than  60  years  the 
governors  received  from  Stubbs,  and,  before  him,  from  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Slaney,  and  since  Stubbs,  fi^m  Mr.  Wi^twick, 
an  annual  sum  of  5s.,  which  is  entered  in  the  governor's  books 
as  rent.  ^ 

The  total  rental  of  the  property  in  the  year  1823  amounted 
to  £418  12s. 

In  addition  to  this  rental  there  are  also  attached  to  the  school- 
houses,  pews  in  the  church,  and  a  space  abutting  on  the  vestry 
at  one  end,  and  on  the  free  seats  at  the  other,  divided  into  three 
lines  of  seats,  which  are  intended  for  the  boys  of  the  grammar 
school. 
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Under  the  land  at  lipton^  there  are  coal  mines^  which  were 
sold  tinder  the  authority  of  the  aforesaid  Aot^  by  pabUc  anotionj 
to  Charles  Poolton^  Samuel  Prond^  Thomas  Prioe^  and  John 
Law^  for  a  term  of  42  years^  at  £505  per  acrej  amounting^  in 
the  whole  to  £12,243  Is.  lO^d. 

By  the  contract  entered  into  on  this  occasion,  which  is  dated 
the  24th  March,  1800,  the  governors  of  the  school  covenanted 
with  the  lessees,  that  they  would,  on  or  before  the  29th  of 
September  following,  or  as  soon  as  the  title  conld  be  perfected^ 
convey  to  Oharles  Poolton,  &c.,  all  the  mines  and  veins  of  coal 
and  ironstone  under  those  ten  closes  near  Prince's-end,  in  the 
parish  of  Tipton,  therein  particularly  named,  and  also  under  the 
Birmingham  canal  navigation,  passing  through  the  lands, 
containing  24  acres  and  89  perches  (being  the  measurement  of 
the  whole  in  the  survey  of  1784),  together  with  license  on  the 
25th  Mardhi  following,  to  enter  into  the  lands  and  search  for 
coal,  to  set  up  engines,  and  carry  away  the  coal  and  ironstone, 
in  such  manner,  and  at  such  time,  within  the  term  of  42  years, 
as  they  idiould  think  proper,  and  to  make  cuts  and  canals  across 
the  same,  making  satisfaction  to  the  tenant  of  the  land  for  the 
damage,  and  also  paying  such  satisfaction  to  the  Birmingham 
Canal  Company  as  they  should  be  entitled  to,  by  virtue  of  the 
-the  Act  of  Parliament  made  for  maintaining  the  canal,  for  the 
injuries  they  should  sustain  by  working  the  mines,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  Parliament ;  to  hold  the  same  for 
42  years  fix)m  the  25th  March,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
sum  before  mentioned;  in  consideration  whereof,  the  said 
Poolton  and  others,  severally  and  respectively,  but  not  jointly, 
covenanted  to  pay  the  sum  into  the  Bank  of  England,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  passed  37th  Geo.  III.,  for  extending 
the  powers  of  the  governors,  namely,  £1638  Is.  lO^d.  on  the 
29th  September  following,  and  £505  yearly  on  the  25th  March, 
until  the  whole  should  be  paid;  the  lessees  to  fiU  up  the  cuts, 
drains,  &c.,  and  make  the  whole  of  the  lands  fit  for  tillage, 
before  the  25th  March  1842,  and  make  up  the  gates  and  fences 
in  tenantable  repair.  And  the  governors  further  covenanted, 
that  they  would  demise  the  closes,  to  hold  to  the  lessees  firom 
the  25th  March  next,  after  the  death  of  Daniel  Whitehouse,  for 
21  years,  at  a  rent  of  £30. 
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It  appears  that  Daniel  Whitehoose  died  about  1801^  having 
before  that  held  the  land  on  lease^  at  £12  a-year. 

The  whole  of  these  instalments^  and  also  the  sum  of  £320 

for  the  sale  of  the  three  pieces  of  land  in  Norton^  sold  as  before 

mentioned^  namely : — 

£     8.  d. 
One  to  Phineaa  Hussey,  for  155    0    0 

One  to  William  Neville  Brooks,  for 120    0    0 

And  one  to  Kichard  Gildart,  for  45    0    0 

were  received  from  the  respective  purchasers,  and  paid  over  to 

the  Accountant-General  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  with  the 

exception  of  £350,  part  of  the  mine  instalments,  which  remained 

to  be  accounted   for  by  the  representatives  of  Mr.  Samuel 

Wilson,  the  treasurer  at  that  time. 

It  appears,  that  for  many  years  previous  to  1813,  no  regular 
settlement  of  accounts  had  taken  place  with  the  treasurers^ 
although  frequently  required  by  the  governors.  In  that  year, 
an  investigation  took  place,  on  which  it  was  found  that  there 
was  due  from  him  on  the  mine  instalment  account,  a  balance  of 
about  £1000.  For  this  sum  he  gave  a  bond  to  the  governors^ 
the  whole  of  which,  except  £350,  was  paid  off  after  his  death* 
That  investigation  led  to  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Wilson  from  his 
office,  and  he  died  soon  after  in  embarrassed  circumstances. 

There  was  then  standing  in  the  name  of  the  accountant- 
general,  to  the  account  "  Ex  parte  the  governors  of  the  grammar 
school  of  Walsall,''  £11,854  8s.  lid.  three  per  cent  consols. 

The  sums  paid  to  the  accountant-general  were  invested  as 
received,  and  the  dividends  regularly  re-invested  j  but  the  stock 
was  kept  down  by  large  sums,  directed  at  different  times,  by 
orders  of  court,  to  be  raised  by  sale  of  stock  for  various  purposes 
connected  with  the  charity. 

By  order  of  the  18th  December,  1800,  a  sum  of  £992  2s.  5d. 
was  directed  to  be  paid  for  the  following  purposes : — 1.  For 
discharging  a  mortgage  of  £600,  borrowed  in  order  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  Act.  2.  For  paying  the  auction  duty  on 
the  sale  of  the  mines,  £306  Is.  6d.  3.  For  the  redemption  of 
the  land-tax,  £86  Os.  lid. 

By  order  of  the  10th  August,  1813,  a  sum  of  £2750  was 
directed  to  be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  a  house,  warehouse,  and 
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other  buildings^  with  a  garden^  to  be  converted  into  two  schools 
and  school-houses  for  the  two  masters ;  and  a  sum  of  £465  then 
in  hand^  and  as  much  more  as  should  be  necessary  to  be  raised 
by  sale  of  stocky  was  ordered  to  be  paid  for  costs  and  expenses 
attending  this  purchase^  to  be  taxed  by  the  master. 

In  1817,  a  sum  of  £940  16s.  2d.  was  ordered  to  be*paid  for 
the  expense  of  the  alterations  on  the  school  premises. 

By  order  of  the  21st  November,  1818,  £919  was  directed  to 
be  paid  for  the  purchase  of  land,  part  from  the  Earl  of  Bradford, 
and  part  from  Mr.  Joseph  Stubbs,  whereon  to  erect  a  chapel. 

On  the  22nd  April,  1822,  it  was  ordered  that  £263  ISs. 
should  be  paid  to  the  trustees,  to  defray  a  balance  due  from 
them  in  the  current  expenditure. 

Previously  to  the  last  mentioned  order,  the  dividends  (as 
has  been  observed),  had  been  re-invested  by  the  accountant- 
general  ;  but  it  being  found  that  the  rental  of  the  estates,  which 
then  amounted  only  to  £432  10s.  a  year,  and  that  subject  to 
defalcations  and  allowances  to  teixants,  fell  considerably  short 
of  the  annual  expenditure,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  court, 
praying,  among  other  things,  that  the  dividends  of  the  stock 
might  be  paid  to  the  governors,  to  be  applied  by  them  for  the 
purposes  of  the  charity.  An  order  was  made  on  the  day  above- 
mentioned,  granting  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

The  income  in  the  year  1823,  consisted  of  rents,  £418  12s.; 
dividends,  £359  lis.;  total,  £778  3s.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  income,  the  trustees  received  the  following  sums  for 
timber  sold  off  their  estates:— In  1805,  £10;  in  1806,  £40; 
in  1813,  £274  10s.;  and  in  1814,  £134  10s. 

The  third  of  these  sums  was  included  in  the  accounts  of  the 
then  treasurer,  Mr.  Wilson,  and  was  applied  (as  the  two  pre- 
ceding ones  had  been)  in  supplying  the  excess  which  at  that 
time  existed  in  *  the  ordinary  expenditure  beyond  the  income, 
and  in  defraying  a  charge  for  business  done  by  him  and  his 
agents,  for  several  years  preceding,  amounting  to  £124  13s.  4d« 

The  remaining  sum  of  £134  10s.,  together  with  £795  16s.  8d. 
received  from  Mr.  Wilson's  executors  for  part  of  principal  and 
interest  on  the  bond  account,  making  altogether  £930  6s.  8d., 
formed  an  extra  receipt,  the  application  of  which  was  accounted 

2u 
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for  in  the  same  way^  by  tlie  excess  of  ordinary  expenditore^ 
repairs^  and  other  small  disbursements.  In  1818,  the  rental 
was  £397  9s.  6d.,  and  the  scale  of  annnal  expenditore  was 
£476  8s.  8d.,  making  an  annnal  deficiency  of  nearly  £80.  This 
deficiency  was  afterwards  lessened,  bat  to  no  great  extent,  by 
some  i^trenchments,  and  some  small  increase  of  the  rental. 
The  repairs  and  improvements  from  1815  to  1821,  principaDy 
in  the  old  school-buildings,  and  in  fitting  up  three  school-rooms 
with  oaken  seats  and  desks,  amounted  to  £717  5s.  4d.  These 
several  disbursements,  with  two  sums  of  £63  13s.  4d,  paid  to 
Mr.  Stubbs,  for  interest  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  piece  of 
land  bought  of  him,  and  £58  3s.  6d.  for  a  wall  to  be  built  by 
the  governors,  pursuant  to  their  contract  with  him,  fencing  in 
the  land  so  purchased,  exhausted  the  above-mentioned  snm  of 
£930  6s.  8d.,  and  occasioned  the  deficiency  of  £268  lOs.,  which 
was  paid  from  the  funds  in  the  Accountant-General's  hands,  by 
the  order  of  the  22nd  April,  1822. 

The  buildings  purchased  in  1813  were  converted,  as  has 
been  before  noticed,  into  two  school-rooms  and  two  houses ;  one 
a  very  good  one  for  the  residence  of  the  head-master,  and  the 
other  for  the  second  master. 

The  premises  are  very  commodious ;  but  it  may  be  observed 
that  the  large  sum  expended  on  them — ^no  less,  as  appears  from 
orders  of  court,  than  £3,690,  seems  hardly  compatible  with  the 
provident  administration  of  the  trust  fund. 

The  old  school  premises  (part  of  the  original  grant),  was 
converted  into  a  residence  for  another  master,  who  conducted 
there  an  English  school  on  the  National  plan,  established  under 
the  authority  of  the  Act. 

Besides  this  additional  school,  the  governors  paid  small 
salaries  to  two  fichoolmistresses,  in  a  distant  part  of  the  parish, 
called  Walsall-wood,  for  the  education  of  20  dhildren. 

Plans  of  the  proposed  chapel  were  obtained,  and  one  of 
them,  amounting  to  £2245,  was  accepted  at  a  meeting  of  the 
governors. 

The  land  was  purohaaed  at  an  enormous  price,  the  sum  paid 
for  2a.  1b.  26p.  having  been  £919.  It  is  difficult  to  account 
for  all  the  circumstances  of  this  transaotion.    The  larger  portion 
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of  the  land^  namely^  1a.  3s.  6p.  purcliaBed  of  Lord  Bradford^ 
and  which  appeared  of  ample  extent  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel^ 
was  bought  for  £429^  being  at  the  rate  of  £240  per  acre^  or 
somewhat  less  than  Is.  the  square  yard;  the  rest  being  2b.  28p. 
purchased  off  Stubbsj  adjoining  the  former^  and  apparently  not 
of  any  different  quality^  cost  £490^  being  3s.  a  square  yard ; 
and  though  the  acquisition  of  this  piece  of  land  would  afford  the 
means  of  improring  the  site  of  the  chapel^  and  it  was  supposed 
that  the  land  not  wanted  for  the  chapel  would  produce  a  good 
rent  as  pastore  or  garden  ground,  yet  the  expediency  of  making 
this  further  purchase  at  so  extraordinary  an  advance  is  very 
questionable.  It  appears  also  very  doubtftd^  whether  the  situa- 
tion of  the  land,  thus  dearly  purchased,  and  which  is  within  the 
town,  was  suited  to  the  purpose  in  view. 

Before  the  new  schools  were  built,  in  1847,  the  grammar 
branch  of  the  school  was  conducted  in  P&rk-street,  and  the 
commercial  school  in  St.  Matthew's  churchyard.  The  present 
handsome  and  commodious  schools  are  well  situated  in  Lich- 
field-street;  they  comprise  extensive  class-rooms,  and  three 
handsome  residences  for  three  masters,  to  which  adjoin  large 
gardens,  and  extensive  play  ground;  whilst  in  front  of  the 
whole  range  of  schools  and  buildings,  are  tastefully  laid  out 
garden  grounds. 

The  Tercentenary  of  the  foundation  of  this  institution  was 
commemorated  on  the  4th  of  July,  1854 ;  and  as  a  memorial  of 
that  great  and  interesting  festival,  it  was  proposed  to  found  an 
exhibition,  open  to  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge, 
for  the  pupils  educated  on  the  foundation.  This  laudable 
proposition  originated  entirely  with  former  pupils  of  the  school, 
who  liberally  came  forward  with  their  subscriptions  for  the 
purpose.  The  scheme  had  received  the  unqualified  sanction  of 
the  Bishop  of  Lichfield  (as  official  visitor  of  the  school),  of  the 
governors,  and  of  the  head  master.  From  £750  to  £1,000 
would  (it  was  estimated)  be  the  sum  required;  and  through  the 
exertions  of  the  committee  appointed  at  a  preliminary  meeting 
on  the  16th  May  previous,  no  less  than  £650  had  been  subscribed. 

The  bells  of  the  fine  old  parish  church  opened  with  merry 
peals  the  day's  festivities,  which  they  continued  to  enliven 
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throughout  with  their  cheerful  strains.  At  one  o^dock  in  the 
afternoon  a  noble  baron  of  beef^  and  a  goodly  supply  of  other 
edibles^  were  served  up  in  the  large  school-room,  where  the 
pupils,  numbering  125,  sat  down  to  dinner.  Smoking  plum- 
puddings,  also  made  their  appearance  in  due  time;  and  it  is 
needless  to  add,  that  ample  justice  was  done  to  the  good  old 
Enghsh  fare.  At  a  quarter  before  three  o'clock  the  boys,  with 
the  mayor,  (Samuel  Lowe,  Esq.,)  the  masters  and  governors  of 
the  school,  the  clergy,  and  most  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of 
the  locality,  walked  in  procession  to  St.  Paul's  Chapel,  where 
Divine  service  was  performed.  Prayers  having  been  read  by 
the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pugh,  an  impressive  discourse  was  delivered  by 
the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,  from  Acts 
xvii.  15 :  "  And  they  that  conducted  Paul  brought  him  to 
Athens."  At  five  o'clock  the  governors  and  visitors  sat  down 
to  a  sumptuous  collation,  in  the  noble  school -room,  which  was 
tastefully  decorated  for  the  occasion.  Large  stands  of  fine 
green-house  plants  were  placed  at  either  end,  and  from  the  walls 
were  suspended  a  number  of  excellent  and  interesting  pictures, 
kindly  lent  by  H.  Fletcher,  H.  C.  Windle,  and  R.  Jesson, 
Esqrs.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  senior  governor,  H.  C. 
Windle,  Esq.,  who  was  supported  on  his  right  by  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  the  Diocese ;  and  on  his  left,  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Pugh, 
head  master  of  the  school. 

After  the  removal  of  the  cloth,  the  pupils  were  conducted 
into  the  room,  and  were  each  helped  to  a  glass  of  wine,  in  which 
to  drink  the  health  of  her  Majesty.  The  Loyal  toast  was  then 
given  by  the  Chairman,  and  drunk  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm, 
followed  by  the  whole  company  singing  the  National  Anthem. 
''  The  Lord  Bishop  of  the  Diocese,"  "  The  late  and  present 
Masters  of  the  School,"  and  other  appropriate  toasts  were  also 
given  in  due  course.  That  of  ''  The  Governors  of  the  Institu- 
tion "  was  proposed  by  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Owen  (late*  of  Bilston), 
in  a  long  address  of  great  eloquence,  which  concluded  thus : — 
'^  Nero  who  was  execrated  by  the  world,  found,  it  was  said, 
some  one  to  love  him ;  for,  in  the  language  of  Byron, 

*  When  Ntro  died  b«ne«tli  the  carte  of  Bome, 
Some  band  vneeen  etrewed  flowera  on  hi«  tomh.' 
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So,  with  Queen  Mary,  the  people  of  Walsall  could  strew  flowers 
on  her  tomb,  and  say  that  if  she  burnt  280  of  her  subjects,  she 
founded  a  school  for  Walsall/' 

A  Conversazione,  attended  by  about  150  ladies  and  gentle- 
men, and  enHvened  by  instrumental  and  vocal  music,  terminated 
the  important  and  interesting  proceedings. 


RECENT  INQUIRY,  IN  1855, 

At  the  public  inquiry  into  the  charities,  held  in  the  Guild- 
hall, in  June,  1855,  before  Thomas  Hare,  Esq.,  Inspector  of 
Charities,  the  following  evidence  was  given  in  connexion  with 
the  Free  (Grammar  School. 

A  large  number  of  gentlemen  were  present  during  this 
investigation,  among  whom  may  be  specified,  F.  B.  Oerton, 
Esq.  (mayor),  S.  Stephens,  W.  Ward,  S.  Lowe,  R.  Jesson, 
H.  C.  Windle,  C.  F.  Darwall,  J.  W.  Newman,  F.  A.  Edwards, 
S.  Wilkinson,  junior  (town  clerk),  &c.,  &c. 

The  Inspector  opened  the  proceedings^  by  saying  that  he  had  on  the  preceding 
evening  spent  three  or  four  hours  at  this  excellent  institution,  in  which  very 
material  changes  appeared  to  have  taken  place  since  the  report  of  a  former  com- 
mission of  enqnry,  in  the  year  1823.  At  the  time  that  report  was  made,  the 
grammar  school  was  condacted  in  Park-street,  the  commercial  school  in  St. 
Matthew's  Chnrchyard,  and  St.  Paul's  Chapel  had  not  been  built.  In  the  year 
1837,  the  system  of  the  sdiool  was  re-modelled,  by  the  goveniors,  at  the  sugges- 
tion, and  under  the  direction  of  the  Rer.  C.  P.  Childe.  The  roles  then  drawn  up 
were  those  under  which  the  school  was  at  present  conducted.  In  the  grammar 
school  sixty-six  boys  were  admitted,  and  in  the  commercial  school  eighty-four. 
The  chi^l  was  built  on  land  purchased  from  Lord  Bradford.  The  chapel  and 
the  land  cost  about  £3,000,  to  provide  which  sum  a  portion  of  the  stock  was  sold 
out.  The  master  of  the  school  was  also  the  chaplain.  All  the  seats  were  let^ 
and  the  pew-rents  amounted  to  upwards  of  £40  annually.  A  rental  of  £30  lOs. 
per  annum,  was  also  derivablfe  from  portions  of  the  land  purchased  with  the  site 
of  the  chjq[>el.  ThelSouth  Staffordshire  Railway  Company  bought  the  premises 
in  Park-street,  in  the  year  1847.  The  goyemors  then  purchased  a  piece  of  hmd 
in  Lichfidd-street,  on  which  the  present  school  was  erected.  They  had  also 
recently  effiDcted  an  exchange  with  Lord  Hatherton,  of  the  old  school  premises 
and  house  in  the  churdiyard,  for  a  sum  of  £50,  in  lieu  of  two  houses  and  gardens 
adjacent  to  the  new  schools  m  Lichfield-street.  In  the  year  1841^  four  acres  of 
land  at  Woodend  were  sold  by  the  goyemors  to  the  Birmingham  Canal  Company, 
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the  gorentan  at  tke  same  time  purchasmg  from  the  company  an  eqEoal  number  of 
acres  near  the  same  place.  This  arrangement  was  not  quite  completed,  but  the 
governors  were  in  receipt  of  the  rent  of  the  land  so  purchased,  and  were  also 
entitled  to  interest  on  the  purchase  money  of  the  land  taken  by  the  company. 
The  following  sums  in  stock  belonged  to  the  charity :— £3,363  lOs.  fid.,  and 
£S,979.  Part  of  this  amount  arose  from  the  sale  of  mines,  under  land  at  the 
Birchills,  and  part  from  the  surface.  The  dividend  on  the  stoak  amounted  to 
£174 10s.  lid.  The  total  income  of  the  school  was  £873  per  annum.  There  were 
at  the  'present  time  three  or  four  applications  for  admission  into  the  grammar  [ 
school,  and  fifteen  or  sixteen  for  the  commercial  achooL  Any  boys  residing  in 
the  parish  were  received  in  their  turn,  the  qualification  being,  that  they  should  be 
subject  to  the  rule  that  when  two  brothers  were  already  in  the  school,  a  boy  of 
another  family  should  get  the  lareferenoe  to  a  third  brother.  Practically,  the 
benefits  of  the  school  were  limited  to  the  children  of  members  of  the  Church  of 
England. 

The  Mayor  said  this  involved  a  hardship,  and  illiberally  interfered  with  religious 
creeds  of  different  denominations.  He  suggested  that  the  boys  should  (if  the 
parents  so  desired),  be  liberated  from  the  injunction  of  attending  chapel,  or 
learning  the  catechism ;  the  only  qualification  being,  that  the  parents  should  see 
that  their  boys  attended  some  place  of  worship,  according  to  whatever  persuasion 
they  professed.  He  had  been  spoken  to  by  a  gentleman,  one  of  the  magistrates 
of  the  borough,  a  Koman  Catholic,  and  who  complained  that  his  children  were 
deprived  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  their  birthright,  namely,  a  participation  in 
the  advantages  of  this  school,  by  provisions  with  which  he  could  not  comply.  He 
(the  mayor),  was  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  bring  these  representations,  as  mayor  of  the  borough,  before  the  inspector. 
Sioiilar  representations  had  been  made  to  him  by  Baptists  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  here  remarked  that  his  father  had  applied  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Pugh,  the  head  master,  for  the  admission  of  his  brother.  Mr.  Pugh  replied  that 
he  could  not  become  a  scholar  without  saying  what  was  untrue,  since  he  had  never 
been  baptised.  A  letter  to  this  effect  was  handed  in  by  Mr.  Darwall,  which  had 
been  received  by  the  trustees,  from  Mr.  S.  Wilkinson,  senior. 

The  Inspector  observed  that,  as  the  governors  were  present,  he  wished  to  hear 
any  observation  they  had  to  offer,  with  reference  to  the  modification  of  role  7, 
which  required  every  boy  attending  the  school  to  attend  St.  Paul's  Chureh  on  tiie 
Sabbath  day.  It  had  been  suggested  that  this  rule  should  be  rescinded,  as  beiog 
of  too  arbitrary  a  nature ;  and  that  the  boys  of  those  parents  who  wished  it  should 
be  excused  from  that  injunction,  the  only  qualification  required  being,  that  the 
parents  should  guarantee  their  boys'  attendance  at  a  place  of  worship,  according 
to  their  own  persuasion.  He  quite  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and  hoped  to 
find  such  a  regulation  would  in  future  be  carried  out. 

R.  Jesson,  Esq.,  one  of  the  governors  of  the  sdiool,  said  that  he  was  opposed  to 
any  interference  with  an  established,  and,  m  his  opinion,  very  neoessary  restridian, 
and  called  attention  to  sevend  provisions  in  the  Act  of  Parliament,  under  which  tiie 
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gninmar  school  was  admmistered,  wMoh,  inhisoppiiuon,  madeitoominilaQry  that 
the  papils  should  be  instrooted  in  the  doctrines  and  principles  of  the  "  Established 
Church."  The  master  vas  required  to  Conduct  serrioe  according  to  the  ritual  of 
the  church,  to  catechise  the  boys  and  girlsln  the  chuidi  catechism  during  Lent, 
everything  in  connection  with  the  school  required  the  sanction  of  the  biahop  of 
the  diocese,  the  govemon  were  required  to  be  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  they,  as  at  present  advised,  felt  it  incumbent  npon  them  to  observe  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  thought  it  was  doubtful  whether  they  were  compelled  to 
observe  all  the  requirements  of  the  act,  if  th^  were  unsuited  to  the  present  time, 
and  referred  to  section  68,  which  provided  for  altering  any  provision  which  might 
become  inconvenient,  or  inapplicable,  by  any  application  to  the  Lord  Chancellor; 
and  probably  the  new  "  Charitable  Trusts'  Act"  would  enable  them  to  arrive  at 
it  by  a  shorter  process. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  Sir  Samuel  BomUly's bill,  in  1818,  gaveageneral 
power  to  the  same  effect  as  the  section  quoted.  The  House  of  Lords  by  an 
amendment,  had  limited  the  jurisdiction  of  the  charity  commissioners,  to  charities 
not  exceeding  £10  in  annual  value,  which  would,  of  course,  shut  out  this  charity. 
In  a  scheme  elsewhere  adopted,  however,  there  was  a  clause  giving  power  to 
exempt  children  from  attendance  at  church  *on  Sunday,  and  fix)m  learning  the 
"  Church  Catechism,"  on  the  parents  making  a  written  application  to  that  effect, 
and  engaging  to  provide  for  their  religious  instruction,  and  their  attendance  at 
public  worship  on  the  Sabbath.  He  conceived  that  there  were  many  things  to  be 
found  in  old  acts  of  Parliament,  which  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  carry  out  in 
the  present  day. 

Mr.  Jesson  inquired  whether  the  act  of  Parliament  was  to  be  adhered  to,  or 
not.  He  nphdd  the  liberality  of  the  institution,  by  contending  that,  notwith- 
standing the  iojunction,  there  were  many  Dissenters  whose  children  attended  the 
school 

The  Inspector  said,  that  if  it  were  so,  one  would  suppose  the  governors  would 
have  to  eoqmrgate  many  things  from  their  booL  He  thought  the  rule  objection- 
able^ and  if  it  could  be  modified  by  the  power  vested  in  the  charity  commissioners, 
80  as  to  enhance  the  benefits  of  the  school,  without  rendering  the  govenors  liable 
to  a  breach  of  the  aot»  he  did  not  see  why  they  ahonld  object  to  avail  themselves 
ti  the  opportunity. 

Mr.  JesBoa  replied,  that  even  if  they  were  so  inclined,  they  could  not  agree  to 
any  attesatian,  without  the  consent  of  the  biahop;  and,  as  at  present  advised, 
they  should  adhere  to  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

ftom  a  statement  handed  in,  it  iq;»peared  that  the  sdiod  was  opened,  both 
morning  and  afternoon,  by  the  boys  reading  the  second  lesson,  after  whidi,  some 
of  the  prayers  from  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  were  read,  the  pupils  making 
the  proper  responses.  The  pupils  in  the  graounar  school  kamt  "Watta' 
Soriptuxe  History."  and  the  younger  boys,  in  the  commercial  sehool,  "Pr. 
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Marsh's  Questiona  on  the  Church  Catechism/'  In  Lent,  as  the  statute  directed, 
they  were  publicly  catechised  in  the  "  Church  Catechism."  There  was  generally 
a  numerous  attendance  on  these  occasions.  In  order  to  carry  out  this 
catechising,  it  was  necessary  that  the  boys  should  learn  the  catechism.  This 
statement,  which  was  drawn  up  by  the  Rdv.  J.  B.  Pugh,  confirmed  the  obeerYa- 
tion  made  by  Mr.  Jesson,  that  the  school  already  contained  a  number  of  boys, 
whose  parents  were  Dissenters. 

Mr.  Windle,  another  of  the  governors,  remarked  that  the  religious  instmctiiaa 
was  of  a  most  catholic  character,  as  might  be  premised  from  "  Watt's  Scripture 
History"  being  employed.  • 

Mr.  Jesson  thought  the  effect  of  the  arrangement  suggested,  would  render 
religious  instruction  in  the  school  impracticable. 

The  Inspector  did  not,  by  any  means,  contemplate  this.  He  acknowledged 
that  it  appeared  difficult  to  him  to  teach  religion,  without  teaching  some  particular 
belief ;  still,  he  understood  that  the  plan  he  had  mentioned,  was  found  to  work 
without  any  practicable  difficulty. 

Mr.  Howard  Pletcher,  also  a  gOYcmor,  observed  that  at  present  there  were  no 
vacancies  in  the  school. 

The  Inspector  said  that  certainly  made  a  difference,  as  it  mighty  perhaps,  be 
presumed  that  those  who  were  ready  to  comply  with  the  established  regulations 
of  the  school,  had  a  prior  claim  to  others. 

During  the  whole  of  the  conversation,  aU  parties  bore  testimony  to  the 
efficient  state  of  the  school,  which  Mr.  Wilkinson  remarked  made  exclusion  a 
greater  hardship. 

The  Mayor  here  drew  attention  to  several  complaints  made  to  him,  by  parents, 
as  to  the  chastisement  to  which  their  boys  had  been  subjected. 

Mr.  Jesson  denied  the  practice  of  undue  severity,  and  said  that  any  complaint 
made  to  the  governors  would  meet  with  due  attention. 

The  Inspector  then  alluded  to  the  general  supposition,  that  the  school  was 
jxractically  restricted  to  the  children  of  respectable  parents ;  such,  he  was  happy  to 
find,  was  not  the  case.  He  was  pleased  to  meet  a  boy  with  a  square  cap  driving 
a  milk  cart.  There  appeared  to  be  a  want  of  educational  provision  in  the  district 
of  St.  Peter's,  in  which  the  grammar  school  had  property.  As  the  property  was 
valuable,  he  recommended  that  the  governors  should  set  a  good  example  to  other 
proprietors,  and  oontribute  liberally  to  the  schools  there. 

The  Mayor  further  observed  that  the  act  rendered  the  property  applicable  to 
ghrls'  schoob,  of  which  there  was  a  great  deficiency  in  the  borough. 

The  disbursements  of  the  schools  appeared  as  follows : — ^In 
the  year  ending  December,  1854,  a  sum  of  £559  68.  7d.,  was 
expended  in  rebuilding  and  repairing  buildings  on  the  farms. 
Other  repairs  and  unpaid  rents  were  in  process  of  being  ex- 
tended. At  the  last  year  there  was  a  balance  of  £27  Is.  The 
payment  of  £20  to  the  school  in  Walsall  Wood,  had  been 
discontinued. 
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A  report  made  by  the  assistant-master  of  King  Edward's 
School,  Birmingham,  (highly  praising  the  ability  displayed  by 
the  pnpils,  and  the  general  tone  of  the  school,)  was  also  read. 

The  Inspector  then  closed  the  investigation,  by  congratu- 
lating the  governors  on  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
institution  was  generally  conducted,  as  well  as  its  present  very 
prosperous  condition. 

It  may  be  as  well  to  give  the  state  of  the  school  in  1828, 
as  a  contrast  to  the  present. 

Income  by  Rents  418  12  0 

Ditto  by  Dividends  369  11  0 

The  Head  Master  was  paid 170    0  0 

„       Usher            „         100    0  0 

Both  lived  rent-free  in  addition. 

Writing  Master 80    0  0 

Master  of  English  School   80    0  0 

Two  Schoolmistresses  , 16  16  0 

PriaeBooks 5    0  0 

Coals  and  Contingencies 35    0  0 

Annual  B^pairs  (average  seven  years)  100    0  0* 

This  left  £250  surplus  annually.  Forty-five  free  classical 
scholars,  and  four  private  pupils,  boarders,  free— except  pay- 
ment for  books,  pens,  &c.  No  limitation  as  to  age — ^to  be  able 
to  write  and  read.  Commercial  scholars,  120 — ^free,  except 
books,  and  a  small  quarterly  fee  for  pens,  &c.  The  children  in 
the  mistresses'  schools  were  boys  and  girls,  and  admitted  as 
they  applied. 

St.  Paul's,  of  which  the  head  master  is  incumbent,  was 
erected  in  1826,  at  a  cost  of  £3000,  by  the  gfovemors  of  the 
school,  in  whom  the  patronage  is  vested. 

The  school  is  now  very  ably  conducted,  and,  as  will  be  seen, 
takes  a  much  higher  range  of  education  than  the  Act  of  1797 
contemplated.  The  boys  paid  10s.  per  annum  for  stationery,  and 
IO3.  per  ann.  for  use  of  the  library,  but  the  latter  optional. 

*  Present  Head  Master  (1859)— Twelve  private  Bcholan,  and  . .  £250  per  an. 

„  „  as  Incumbent  of  St  Paul's' 50        „ 

Second  Master—Six  private  pupils,  and 120        „ 

FIrrt  Commercial  Master  (appointed  three  years  ago)  105        „ 

These  three  reside  free. 
Seeond  Commerdal  Master  (appointed  Michaelmas,  1858.)   80       „ 

2v  / 
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If  the  revenues  are  more  than  the  present  expenditure  ab- 
sorbs, a  branch  school  or  schools,  both  for  boys  and  girls, 
should  be  established,  as  at  Birmingham. 

True,  the  Act  gives  the  trustees  great  discretion  in  the  for- 
mation of  the  school  or  schools  educationally,  but  the  mention 
in  it  of  maintaining,  clothing,  and  apprenticing  the  boys,  as 
also  of  the  girls  being  taught  knitting  and  sewing,  shew  that 
the  school  was  intended  for  a  lower  and  poorer  class  of  children 
than  it  is  now  filled  with. 

Much  can  be  argued  for  and  against  the  present  system, 
and  although  the  Charity  Commissioners'  Inspector,  (Thomas 
Hare,  Esq.,)  said  that  he  was  pleased  to  have  met  a  boy  of  the 
school  wearing  the  college  cap,  driving  a  milk  cart  in  the  town, 
it  will  be  seen  by  the  list  of  scholars  appended  to  this  article, 
that  the  parents  of  the  boys  are  mostly  able  to  pay  for  their 
education  at  proprietory  schools,  and  would  thereby  leave  the 
way  open  for  boys  whose  parents'  means  prevent  their  children 
being  trained  in  any  school,  and  therefore  brought  up  in 
ignorance. 

Not  that  Latin  and  the  mathematics  are  undesirable  in 
schools :  it  would  be  well  if  Latin  were  taught  in  every  school 
in  England,  but  it  should  be,  where  such  a  noble  endowment 
exists,  for  the  poorest  boy  in  the  town  to  get  a  free  education, 
and  rise  in  the  school  to  the  highest  classes  by  his  industry 
and  ability ;  or,  as  at  Burton,  transferring  boys  from  any  of  the 
other  schools  in  the  town  who  attain  the  highest  forms  in  those 
schools.  But  let  no  charge  be  made— put  up  no  turnpike 
gates  against  learning — ^let  not  the  golden  key  be  the  only  one 
to  unlock  the  doors  of  well  endowed  schools ;  because  in  the 
past,  as  well  as  in  the  present  day,  many  of  our  greatest  men 
came  forth  from  schools  where,  as  poor  men's  sons,  they  had 
been  taught  totally  free. 

SUMMARY  OF  REGULATIONS. 

I. — ^The  entire  foundation  consists  of  two  principal  schools :  1,  The  Qram- 
mar  School;  2,  The  Commercial  School. 

1.— The  Grammar  School,  comprising  an  upper  and  a  lower  school,  is 
conducted  by  the  head  master  and  the  second  classical  master.  The  nmnber  of 
boys  on  the  foundation  is  limited  to  fifty,  all  of  whom  are  required  to  leara  Latin 
as  a  condition  of  their  admission. 
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The  scheme  of  instraction  embraces — ^The  Greek  and  Latin  Chissics ;  Ancient 
and  Modem  History  and  Geography;  English  Grammar  and  Composition; 
Writing,  Arithmetic,  Mental  Calculation,  and  Book-keeping;  The  Elements  of 
Mathematics  and  General  Science ;  Scripture  History,  and  Evidences  and  leading 
Doctrines  of  Christianity. 

Every  boy  in  the  upper  grammar  school  is  required  to  pay  half-a-crown  per 
quarter  towards  the  school  library. 

The  objects  of  the  library  are :  1 — ^To  provide  the  more  expensive  Lexicons, 
Class  Books,  Books  of  Reference,  &c.,  for  the  use  of  the  schools,  thereby   \ 
diminishing  the  individual  expense  to  the  parents ;  and  2— To  furnish  profitable 
and  interesting  reading  for  the  pupils'  leisure  hours. 

2. — ^The  Commercial  School  supplies  a  business  education  of  a  superior  cha- 
racter, for  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  it  may  not  be  Considered  essential  to 
learn  Latin.  The  scheme  of  instruction  precisely  corresponds  with  that  in  the 
grammar  school,  wiih.  the  exception  of  the  Classics,  Ancient  History,  and  Ancient 
Geography.    The  number  of  boys  on  this  foundation  is  limited  to  84. 

n. — ^The  following  are  the  terms  on  which  instruction  is  given  in  French  and 
drawing: — 

1. — The  charge  for  each  pupQ  is  five  shillings  per  quarter,  to  be  paid  in 
advance. 

2. — ^Each  pupil  who  enters  the  French  or  drawing  classes  will  be  considered  as 
bound  to  continue  on  the  above  terms  till  the  end  of  the  year  in  which  he  entered ; 
the  year  being  supposed  to  end  at  the  commencement  of  the  Christmas  vacation. 

3.— Drawing.  The  system  is  that  adopted  in  the  Government  School  of 
Design.  Each  pupil  must  provide  himself  with  the  necessary  drawing  materials, 
but  the  patterns  will  be  provided  free  of  expense. 

in. — ^No  boy  who  is  under  eight  years  of  age,  or  above  eleven,  can  have  his    ^ 
name  entered  in  the  admission  book. 

IV.— Parents  will  have  the  choice  of  the  school  into  which  they  propose  to 
enter  their  children ;  but  the  Commercial  School  is  not  to  be  considered  as  pre- 
paratory to  the  Grammar  School ;  nor  can  any  boy  be  translated  from  one  school 
tojhe  Pther«  except  by  a  fresh  election. 

v.— The  mode  of  admission  into  each  sdiool  is  as  follows.  Every  boy  must 
be  brought,  in  the  first  instance,  by  his  father,  to  the  head  master,  who  will 
examine  him ;  and  if  he  be  competent,  wiU  enter  his  name,  age,  residence,  proposed 
school,  &c.,  into  the  admission  book,  in  order  to  be  laid  before  the  governors  at 
their  next  meeting ;  and  he  will  give  immediate  notice  to  the  parents  as  soon  as 
the  boy  is  elected,  ff  the  father  be  not  living,  the  mother  mutt  bring  the  bo^;  and 
if  both  parents  be  dead,  one  of  hie  guardians  must  accompany  him, 

YI. — No  boy  is  considered  competent  for  admission  into  either  school  unless 
he  can  read  ang  plain  English  author  with  fluencg,  spell  correctly,  and  be  able  to     J 
write  his  name. 

VIL — ^Every  boy  is  required  to  wear  the  cap  iq[»pointed  for  his  school,  at  all 
times  during  his  residence  in  the  parish.  The  cap  will  be  furnished  at  the  parents' 
expense. 
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Yin. — All  the  boys  are  required  to  attend  divine  servioe  at  St.  Paul's  Chapd, 
every  Lord's  Day,  and  farther  to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  leUgioos 
instruction  from  the  head  master  at  such  times  as  shall  be  directed  by  him.  Eadi 
boy  must  be  provided  with  a  bible,  (having  the  marginal  references),  prayer 
book,  and  hymn  book. 

IX. — Every  boy  must  be  provided  with  the  required  books  at  the  expense  of 
the  parents ;  and  all  bills  for  stationery,  &c.,  French  or  drawing,  library,  Ac., 
must  be  liquidated  within  the  limited  time.  A  neglect  of  this  will  lead  to  the 
immediate  suspension  of  the  boy's  attendance. 

X. — ^The  vacations  are,  seven  weeks  at  Midsummer,  five  at  Christmas,  one 
week  each  at  Easter,  and  Michaelmas,  Whit-Monday  and  Whit-Tuesday,  with  the 
afternoons  of  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  each  week. 

XI. — The  regular  and  punctual  attendance  of  the  boys  at  all  appointed  times 
is  most  rigidly  enforced ;  nor  is  any  plea  for  absence,  without  leave,  admitted, 
except  in  case  of  ascertained  indisposition. 

Xn. — Every  boy  is  required  to  pay  half-a-crown  per  quarter  (in  advance) : 
for  which  sum  he  is  supplied  with  all  the  stationery  used  in  the  school 

XIII. — As  the  head  master  is  responsible  for  the  discipline  of  the  schoob,  no 

complaints  wiU  be  attended  to  but  such  as  are  brought  to  him ;  nor  will  any 

parent  be  allowed  to  appeal  from  the  head  master  to  individual  govemorSi  but 

only  to  their  general  meetings. 

A.  C.  IRVINE,  M.A.,  Head  Master. 


SCHOOL  AND  PRIZE  LIST.  DECEMBER,  1859. 

Grammar  School. 
Head  Maater-T^t  Rev.  A.  C.  Irvine,  M.A.,  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford, 
appointed  November  1, 1858. 

Seetmd  Master— The  Rev.  P.  K.  Qarke,  M.  A.,*  of  Clare  College,  Cambridge. 
Master  qf  Commercial  Sekool—Mx.  Henry  Hall. 
Assistant  Master — ^Mr.  Whalley. 

French  Master— Mora.  Jean  J.  O'Planagan. 

• 

German  Master — Herr.  Karl  Brandenburg. 
Drawing  Master— Mi.  Charles  Docker. 

Grammar  School  List. 
Class  1. — R.  C.  Barber,  *Howard  Fletcher  and  Edward  Anderson  (equal), 
*T.  Jabez  Mountford,  William  Fairbanks,  R.  C.  Barber,  (class  prize),  H.  Fletcher 
^j>       and  E.  Anderson,  (second  prize).    The  first  three  boys  were  very  nearly  equal. 

Class  n.— Division  1.  John  Proffitt,  J.  A.  Price,  J.  T.  Hartill,  T.  M.  Hum- 
phries, J.  S.  Wood,  K  M.  Clark,  J.  C.  Anderson,  *G.  Moore,  W.  H.  Wilkinson, 
G.  W.  Mold.  Division  2 ;  R.  R.  Judd,  John  Smith,  Walter  Palmer,  Arthur 
)  *''\  Brookes,  John  Bak^,  John  Wood,  George  Abbey.  First  division :  John  Proffitt, 
(class  prize).  Second  division :  R.  R.  Judd,  (class  prize),  *Robert  Somerville 
and  Vincent  Kirkpatrick,  not  classed  on  account  of  illness. 

*  Appointed  Head  Macter  of  Stafford  Grmmmar  School,  in  March,  ] 990;  fQCoeededhy 
BeT.  J.  Howe,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 
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CUm  IIL'-*Jame8  Shorten,  J.  B.  Davis,  Henry  Smith  (mig.),  J.  W.  Far- 
rington,  Alfred  Tyrer,  W.  Thompson,  E.  S.  Hildick,  Edgar  Humphries,  G.  T. 
Wilkinson,  C.  H.  Barber,  G.  E.  Glover,  Franklin  James,  T.  H.  Greatrez,  Heniy 
Smith  (min.),  W.  A.  Miller;  J.  Shorters  (class  prize),  F.  James,  not  classed  on 
acoonnt  of  illness. 

Class  IV.— Division  1.  H.  W.  Carr,  *F.  C.  Jones,  Samuel  GrifBn,  Henry 
Nicklin,  *Sidney  Oerton,  R.  D.  Taylor,  Henry  Farrington,  G.  H.  Tonks,  *Thoma8 
Oerton,  Alfred  Mole;  W.  H.  Cair,  (class  prize),  Taylor,  not  classed  on  account 
of  illness.  Division:  2  James  Palmer,  *J.  A.  Froffit,  W.  M.  Aske,  William 
Bowden,  H.  R.  Bingham,  *E.  F.  Hawley,  Richard  Palmer,  Rowland  TTill^  John  x 
Barber,  Alfred  French;  J.  Palmer,  (dass  prize).  C    ( 

CoMMESciAL  School  List. 

Class  I. — ^John  H.  Robison,  James  Gilbert  and  George  Bytheway  (equal), 
Thomas  F.  Gilbert,  Charles  Wincer,  Richard  J.  Bebb,  Charles  Wood,  Harry    '^ 
Lees,  Henry  Haywood,  Gteorge  EEall,  James  Buxton,  John  Adkins ;  Robison, 
(dass  prize).  / 

Class  n.— James  T.  Fisher  and  Walter  Lindop  (equal),  William  Mellor, 
Charles  F.  George,  Oliver  Davenport  and  John  R.  Gillie  (equal),  Thomas  L. 
George,  Edward  J.  Fisher,  Henry  Boys,  Thomas  Gazy,  John  H.  Smith,  Edwin  J. 
Furmston,  J.  Fisher ;  Lindop  (dass  prize). 

Class  m.— Thomas  Wincer,  Edward  J.  Cox  and  William  North  (equal),  John 
Taylor,  John  Bowler,  Thomas  Gregory,  Francis  S.  Hucker,  Charles  Gnosill^ 
Walter  Henry  Taylor,  Joseph  Mellor,  Henry  Marlow,  Nathanid  Buxton; 
Wincer  (dass  prize). 

Class  IV.— John  R.  (hooper,  William  Drew,  James  Drew,  William  Booth, 
Frederick  Wheeler,  Alfred  Smallwood,  Francis  C.  Danford,  James  Westley, 
Robert  J.  Davis,  Sproson  Smith,  Thomas  H.  Joynt ;  Cooper  (dass  prize). 

Class  V. — ^Danid  Hathaway,  William  George  and  Arthur  Hately  (equal), 
Thomas  Hall  and  Joseph  Brownhill  (equal),  George  Smith,  Thomas  White, 
Edward  Holmes,  Elijah  Stanton,  Thomas  CoUis,  Josiah  Qewes,  David  Hedges, 
Enoch  OrgiU,  Samud  Llewdlyn,  John  Thompson,  William  Roberts,  Mark  Lees, 
John  Taylor ;  Hathaway  (class  prize). 

Class  VL— Stephenson  Smith,  Danid  Mellor,  Oliver  Joynt,  William  Unitt, 
Samud  Boynton,  Thomas  Southan,  Thomas  Dedey,  Joseph  Unitt,  Arthur  3£ills, 
John  Smallwood,  William  Horton,  Charles  Bytheway,  Sidney  Clark,  David 
Downs,  Silas  Downs,  John  Bate,  William  Bdlaimy,  William  Oakley,  Joseph 
Marlow ;  Smith  (dass  prize). 

GsmBBAL  Prizes  ofbn  to  the  whole  School. 

Tk^  Ficar's  Theologieal  Prize.— ^oi  yet  dedded. 

Scripiure. — IL  C.  Barber. 

History  and  Oeography,—'R,  Fletcher. 

Arithmetic^-— Isi  prize,  R  C.  Barber;  2nd  prize,  W.  Fairbanks. 

CoicMSKGUL  School. 

Arithmetic.— \%i  prize,  John  H.  Robison;  2nd  prize,  James  Gilbert. 

llie  Mterisk  dMiotei  boyi  not  on  th«  fonadatJoo. 
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THE  BLUE  COAT  AND  NATIONAL  SCHOOLS. 

These  schools  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged  to  their  present 
dimensions^  and  the  adjoining  residences^  for  the  master  and 
mistress,  were  erected  in  1826,  at  the  cost  of  £1,200.  The 
entrance  is  adorned  on  either  side  with  a  niche,  each  containing 
a  statue,  one  representing  a  boy,  and  the  other  a  girl,  in  the 
costume  of  the  original  school.  They  were  executed  by  a  na- 
tive sculptor,  and  purchased  with  an  unappropriated  fund  raised 
for  the  presentation  of  a  piece  of  plate  to  Queen  Caroline,  who 
died  before  the  intention  could  be  carried  into  effect.  Li  the 
centre  of  the  building  is  a  handsome  illuminated  clock. 

The  Blue  Coat  School  is  of  uncertain  origin,  and  is  princi- 
pally supported  by  subscriptions  and  collections  after  ammal 
sermons ;  it  is,  however,  possessed  of  the  following  sources  of 
permanent  income : — £10  per  annum,  paid  by  the  corporation, 
as  interest  of  £200,  given  by  John  Whittingham,  in  1723.  By 
order  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  this  legacy  was,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1854,  transferred  to  the  '^  Municipal  Charity  Trustees." 
£4  4s.  per  annum,  left  by  John  Taylor,  being  the  rent  of  a 
piece  of  land  at  Queen^s  Cross,  near  Dudley;  £10  per  annum 
paid  by  the  corporation,  as  the  interest  of  £300,  left  by  Mrs. 
Crump,  in  1848;  and  of  £2000,  left  by  Mrs.  Curtis,  in  1849. 
Also,  a  donation  of  £50,  from  Francis  Baildon  Oerton,  Esq.j 
presented  on  the  31st  May,  1854,  with  instructions  that  it 
should  be  invested  in  some  good  security,  the  interest  to  be 
given  annually,  at  Christmas,  in  equal  proportions,  to  one  boy 
and  one  girl,  who,  after  due  examination  in  Scripture  and 
general  information  (special  regard  to  their  moral  and  general 
good  conduct  being  observed),  were  found  to  have  made  the 
most  satisfactory  progress  during  the  previous  year.  The  vicar 
and  head  master  of  the  grammar  school  to  be  the  examiners. 
The  principal  has  been  invested  in  three  per  cent,  consols,  and 
the  scrip  for  the  same  is  held  by  the  vicar.  The  trustees  are, 
the  Eev.  J.  H.  Sharwood,  vicar,  H.C.Windle,  and  F.  Thurston, 
Esqrs. 

The  present  master,  Mr.  James  Pritchard,  was  appointed 
about  three  years  ago ;  the  second  master,  Mr.  John  Williams, 
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in  February,  1860.  They  are  allowed  eight  pupil  teachers.  The 
school  list  numbers  320  boys,  of  whom  20  are  clothed.  Miss 
Marsh  is  the  mistress ;  she  has  about  250  scholars,  and  seven 
pupil  teachers.  The  education  includes  Euclid  and  drawing. 
The  teachers  live  rent  free. 

The  foUowing  is  a  report  of  the  Inqniry  made  in  1855 : — 

John  Bnrton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  deposed  that  the  "  FUMey,  BeiUley  Hap,  Statu? s^ 
and  the  Blue  Coat  School  Charities"  were  under  one  body  of  municipal  trustees, 
of  which  he  was  one,  and  that  he  was  also  appointed  treasurer,  in  1850.  The 
entire  income  of  the  Pishley  Charity  was  £52,  which  was  expended  in  appren- 
ticing the  children  of  poor  and  respectable  inhabitants.  A  premium  of  £3  was 
paid  with  each  boy  apprenticed;  but,  as  the  trustees  confined  it  to  in-door 
apprentices,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  finding  boys  to  whom  to  grant  it,  as  it  was 
now  a  very  general  practice  to  take  out-door  apprentices,  who  received  wages 
rising  from  a  few  shillings  to  about  ten,  and  upwards  per  week,  and  this  appears 
to  be  generally  preferred  by  parents  and  boys.  He,  however,  objected  to  the 
practice,  as  the  boys,  by  getting  wages  themselves  might  leave  their  parents'  con- 
trol, and  the  masters  undertook  no  responsibility  as  to  their  moral  conduct. 
There  was  a  balance  of  £78  at  the  begining  of  this  year,  and  he  (Dr.  Burton) 
thought  that  the  present  plan  did  not  secure  the  full  amount  of  benefit  it  might, 
if  otherwise  applied  The  secretary,  Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  received  a  salary 
of  £15  yearly.  The  income  of  the  Bentley  Hay  Charity  was  £37  10s.,  which  was 
spent  m  providing  winter  clothing  for  old  women,  but  he  (Dr.  Burton)  feared 
that  imposition  was  practised,  owing  to  its  being  distributed  by  the  trustees 
individually,  some  persons,  it  was  said,  getting  two  lots  of  clothes.  He  thought, 
if  properly  administered,  this  charity  would  be  very  useful.  Stone's  charity  wa^ 
expended  in  coats  for  old  men, 

F.  B.  Oerton,  Esq.,  (the  mayor),  here  referred  to  the  remark  made  by  Dr. 
Burton,  with  respect  to  the  Fishlejf  Charity  "that  there  was  an  objection  to 
apprenticing  boys  to  masters  who  only  took  out-door  apprentices."  He  (the 
mayor)  could  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  masters  who  only  took 
out-door  apprentices,  were,  as  a  rule,  far  more  respectable  than  those  who  took 
in-door  apprentices,  their  trades  were  more  remunerative,  the  parents  preferred 
patting  their  children  to  them  as  apprentices ;  and,  he  added,  his  experience  as  a 
magistrate,  showed  most  distinctly  that  the  great  majority  of  complaints,  with 
respect  to  apprentices,  were  made  by,  or  against  in-door  apprentices,  and  arose 
from  their  being  employed  after  the  hours  of  their  regular  work,  to  do  various 
domestio  work  for  the  wives  of  their  masters. 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James  said,  that  he  objected  to  apprenticing  boys  to  the 
foctors,  as  they  did  not  complete  any  article  they  manufactured,  and  therefore  the 
boys  would  really  learn  no  trade,  and  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  one  to  engage 
in  such  business  without  a  large  amount  of  capital 
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The  Mayor  entirely  denied  both  representations,  and  challenged  Mr.  Jamia  to 
mention  any  case  in  which  factors  did  not  make  some  of  the  articles  th^r  sold. 
He  mentioned  a  number  of  instances  in  which  persons  now  oocnpying  highly 
respectable  positions  had  risen  by  their  ability,  without  any  capital  to  oonmienoe 
with,  and  maintained,  that  by  confining  the  Fishley  Charity  to  in-door  apprentices^ 
the  trustees  shut  out  its  recipients  from  the  most  remunerative  trades  in  the 
town,  in  which  out-door  apprentices  were  almost  exclusively  taken.  One  of  the 
most  flourishing  trades  in  the  town,  was  that  of  a  currier ;  a  journeyman  in 
which,  earned  from  25s.  to  45s  per  week.  Another  important  trade  was  that  of 
brown  saddlers,  where  all  the  capital  a  journeyman  required  was  tools,  whidi 
oould  be  purchased  for  25s.,  and  with  which  he  could  earn  from  25s.  to  45s.,  or 
50s.  per  week.  Brushmakers,  in  wood  and  bone,  got  high  wages ;  and  carriage 
lamp  makers,  of  which  there  were  several  in  the  town,  got  25s.  to  35s.  per  week : 
tinmen  and  gas  fitters  were  also  both  good  trades.  In  all  these  trades,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  apprentices,  in  fact  all,  with  a  few  exceptions,  were 
out-door  apprentices.  Their  hours  of  labour  were  fixed,  and  in  times  of  great 
activity,  they  received  extra  wages  for  making  overtime,  while  in-door  apprentices 
were  employed  to  do  domestic  service  aftier  leaving  their  employment. 

Mr.  Stubbs  confirmed  the  truth  of  these  representations,  from  his  experience 
in  connexion  with  the  Wollaston  Charity;  boys  being  put  out  as  out-door 
apprentices  by  the  trustees  of  that  charity. 

The  Mayor  remarked  that  the  practice  of  the  Fishley  Charity,  was  only  to 
have  one  copy  of  the  indenture  prepared,  which  was  in  a  book,  and  in  case  of  any 
dispute,  the  secretary  of  the  trustee^  (Mr.  James,  who  at  present  resided  at  a 
distance)  had  to  attend ;  the  boy's  master  paying  the  expense  of  his  visit. 

Both  Mr.  Ward,  and  Mr.  Wilkinson,  expressed  their  ooncurrenoe  in  the 
statements  made  by  the  Mayor,  and  the  Inspector  suggested  the  employment  of 
the  charity  in  exhibitions,  open  to  schools  of  all  denominations,  a  plan  of  which 
Dr.  Burton  appeared  to  approve. 

From  further  evidence  it  was  shown  that  the  trustees  of  the  Fishley  Charity  had, 
in  1848,  received  £460,  by  the  sale  of  mines  under  a  portion  of  the  estate,  and 
that  proceedings  in  Chancery,  for  powers  to  lease  such  mines,  and  the  surface^ 
and  to  sell  a  small  portion  of  the  former,  had  been  instituted,  by  Mr.  J.  G.  James, 
as  solicitor  to  the  trustees,  and  that  the  costs  qf  the  suit  if  ere  £459  5#.  6<f.,  tksu 
ieavinff  a  Manee  qf  14f.  6e^.,  qf  the  sale  monies,  far  the  charity,^ 

Mr.  Wilkinson  (town  derk)  asked  for  the  minute  book,  containing  the 
authority  to  commence  the  Chancery  suit,  and  inquired  if  Mr.  James,  when  he 
obtained  that  authority,  had  informed  the  trustees  what  the  probable  expense  of 
the  proceedings  would  be  P 

Mr.  James  replied,  that  he  had  not,  as  it  was  in^posnble  to  foresee  whai  expense 
would  be  incurred,  although,  (in  answer  to  another  question)  he  acknowled(fed  that 
there  was  no  opposition  throughout  the  entire  suit, 

[From  such  disciples  of  Lycurgus,  "  Good  Lord  deliver  us ! ! "] 

*  The  oofftf  were  taxed  tt  /37B,  aad  the  taxing  unoontad  to  £90  fl«.  4d. 
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Mr.  James  was  then  examined,  relative  to  the  Bentley  Hay  Charity.  He 
stated  that  £220  were  acquired  by  the  corporation,  in  1702,  in  connection  with 
this  charitf,  which  sam  was  to  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  Only  £141 
were  so  expended,  leaving  £79  undevoted  to  that  purpose. 

It  was  stated  that  a  workhouse  was  built,  and  it  was  supposed,  out  of  these 
funds,  but  there  was  no  distinct  proof  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  James  said,  even  if  this  were  so,  it  would  be  an  improper  mode  of 
appropriating  the  money,  and  he  thought  the  corporation  ought  to  be  called  upon 
to  make  over  a  rent-charge  to  this  amount  to  the  municipal  trustees,  to  whom  he 
was  secretary. 

The  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  intimated  that  there  must  be  some  proof,  farther 
than  a  mere  statement  that  this  money  was  wrongly  appropriated,  but  if  it  was 
plainly  proved  to  be  so,  the  corporation  would  doubtless  be  prepared  to  give  a 
bond  for  that  amount. 

It  appeared  that  the  workhouse  was  ordered  to  be  sold,  on  the  new  poor-law 
passing.  That  sabsequently  a  lawsuit  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  James  was  engaged, 
on  the  part  of  th6  trustees,  and  the  property  was  swallowed  up  by  the  costs  of  the 
suit,  A  house  had  been  originally  left  to  the  corporation,  by  Thomas  Harris, 
chargeable  with  a  payment  of  £4!  a-year,  to  the  organist  of  the  parish  church, 
and  called  Habkis's  Gift.  This  house  was  given  for  a  workhouse,  the  corpora- 
tion still  paying  the  £4>,  and  when  it  and  other  premises  which  had  been  added  to 
it,  as  the  workhouse  required  to  be  enlarged,  were  directed  to  be  sold  by  the  new 
poor-law  commissioners,  the  proceeds  to  go  towards  the  quota  of  the  borough  of 
Walsall,  for  the  erection  of  the  new  union  workhouse,  the  municipal  trustees,  for 
whom  Mr.  J.  G.  James  acted,  claimed  the  whole,  and  a  Chancery  suit  followed, 
to  which  the  municipal  trustees,  the  corporation,  and  the  overseers  were  parties. 
The  case  was  heard  on  January,  184^,  and  the  Master  of  the  RoUs  directed  that 
the  property  should  be  sold.  It  was  disposed  for  £220,  which  sum  was  paid  into 
court,  its  value  having  decreased  greatly  from  dilapidation,  during  the  progress  of 
the  suit.  When  the  suit  ended,  the  master  decided  that  the  costs  of  all  parties 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  estate,  which  absorbed  the  whole  of  the  funds. 

[It  is  needless  to  add  that  the  effect  of  these  proceedings  has  been  the  total 
destruction  qf  the  charity."] 

By  farther  evidence,  adduced  in  the  course  of  the  examination,  it  appeared 
that  the  Fishiey  Estate  consisted  of  a  dwelling-house,  and  forty  acres  of  farm 
land,  although  it  had  been  represented  to  contain  only  37a.  3r.  87p.  That  one 
portion  of  this  property  was  let  to  John  and  Thomas  Cadman,  from  year  to  year, 
at  a  rental  of  £46 ;  and  another,  consisting  of  a  plot  of  land  (only  3a.  5p.),  was 
detached  from  the  rest  by  the  Essington  canal,  for  which  was  paid  £6.  That  the 
rent  of  the  farm  had  at  one  time  been  £50,  but  it  had  been  reduced  to  £46  for 
many  years.  That  by  a  valuation  made  in  1851  (and  which  was  produced  to  the 
Inspector),  the  surface  rent  was  valued  at  £42.  That  a  report  was  submitted  to 
Chancery,  in  1847,  affirming  the  lease  of  the  Fishiey  Estate,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  8d. 

2w 
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for  coal,  and  Is.  lOd.  for  ironstone,  for  a  term  of  forty  years,  at  the  wimimnm 
rent  of  £50  per  quarter,  or  £200  per  annnm  (exclosiTe  of  the  surface),  and  at  a 
rent  of  £60  for  the  boildings  and  surface  land,  and  £3  10s.  per  acre  for  eyerj 
acre  of  the  colliery,  and  that  such  report  was  confirmed.  That  applications  had 
since  been  made  for  leases  of  the  mines,  but  not  on  the  terms  settled  by  the  court, 
and  no  offers  had  been  received  for  the  knd  at  the  present  price ;  nor  had  any- 
thing been  done  under  the  confirmed  order  of  the  court,  except  making  publidy 
known  that  the  land  was  to  be  let. 

That  the  master  also  found  that  the  mines  under  a  detached  piece  of  the 
Fishley  Estate,  and  under  the  lands  of  the  Bentley  Hay  Charity,  should  be  sold 
at  certain  prices.  Under  this  order,  the  mines  beneath  both  were  put  up  for  sale  by 
auction,  on  the  16th  May,  1848,  but  were  not  sold,  the  biddings  being  under  the 
reserved  prices;  subsequently,  the  mines  under  the  detached  portion  of  the 
rishley  Estate,  containing  3a.  5p.,  were  sold  (as  before  mentioned)  for  £460,  and 
a  lease  was  granted  of  the  surface,  for  forty-two  years,  to  Mr.  William  Ward,  at 
the  before  stated  rent  of  £6  yearly. 

That  in  1798,  the  corporation  of  Walsall  sold  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Bir- 
mingham Canal  Company,  that  part  of  the  site  of  the  canal  which  crosses  this 
portion  of  the  estate,  and  also  a  small  piece  of  land,  on  the  south  of  the  canal, 
which  was  cut  off  by  the  same,  for  a  sum  of  £74 10s. ;  6ui  that  there  was  no 
evidence  to  show  thai  the  corporation  had  accounted  for  thufund  to  the  eharitp. 

That  after  the  passing  of  the  "  Municipal  Act,"  and  by  an  order  of  the  31st 
January,  1837,  there  was  an  appointment  of  eight  trustees  to  the  municipal 
charities.  By  the  Court  of  Chancery  it  was  found  that  the  "Organist  Charity'* 
was  not  included,  and  early  in  1841,  a  further  petition  was  presented,  for  an 
appointment  of  trustees  to  this  charity,  and  for  the  supply  of  vacancies,  caused 
by  the  death  of  two  of  the  eight  trustees,  as  well  as  for  an  increase  of  the 
number.  On  that  petition,  the  court  appointed  four  trustees,  in  connexion  with 
the  six  old  ones,  for  the  whole  of  these  charities.  The  old  trustees  were  John 
James,  Richard  James,  Joseph  Cowley,  Thomas  Hildick,  James  ThomhiU,  and 
Charles  Eyland.  The  four  new  ones,  appointed  in  1843,  were  Thomas  Fool 
Brettell,  William  Smith,  J.  Burton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  and  Joseph  Newman. 

The  second  petition  also  solicited  new  trustees,  for  Molesley'sDole,  and  the 
Basootte  Estate,  but  this  was  afterwards  abandoned  at  the  advice  of  the  counsel, 
inasmuch  as  it  involved  the  question  of  the  adverse  title  of  the  corporation. 
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There  is  a  piece  of  land  in  Walsall  appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  a  Sunday  school^  belonging  to  a  congregation 
of  Protestant  dissenters^  held  at  the  old  meeting-house  in  the 
High-street. 
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The  land  lies  in  one  piece,  with  a  small  strip  of  gronnd, 
belonging  to  Colonel  Walhouse.  They  contain  together  3a.  29p., 
and  are  numbered  1,538  in  a  map  of  the  lands  in  the  foreign, 
made  a  few  years  ago  by  direction  of  the  parishioners. 

It  is  not  known  how  this  property  was  acquired,  nor  who  are 
to  be  strictly  considered  trustees  of  it.  Mr.  Hill  Cox,  grocer,  in 
Walsall,  has  for  some  time  past  been  the  principal  manager  of 
it  for  the  congregation,  and  from  the  year  1 814,  has  himself 
held  it  as  tenant,  under  a  written  memorandum,  dated  the  24th 
March  in  that  year,  and  signed  by  the  minister  and  three  mem- 
bers of  the  congregation,  which  states,  ''  that  Mr.  Hill  Cox, 
of  Walsall,  was  chosen  by  them  the  members,  trustees,  com- 
mittee, &c.,  belonging  to  the  charity  or  Sunday  school  of  the 
old  meeting  house  of  the  High-street,  in  Walsall,  as  tenant  of 
the  school  land  near  the  windmill,  in  the  foreign  of  Walsall, 
at  the  yearly  rent  of  £12,  including  a  strip  of  land  attached  to 
the  said  school  land,  and  unfenced  on  the  side  adjoining  the 
same,  in  quantity  about  15  or  16  yards  in  width,  from  top  to 
bottom,   on   the   south  side,   and  which  is   the  property  of 

Walhouse,  Esq.,  tenanted  by  Mr.  Neville,  builder,  and 

for  many  years  let  by  him  to  the  managers  of  the  school  or 
trust,  ?nth  the  school  land,  and  for  which  rent  the  managers 
still  agreed  to  be  accountable,  out  of  the  above-mentioned  sum 
of  £12,  to  be  paid  by  Mr.  Hill  Cox,  as  the  I'ent  upon  the  whole, 
so  that  so  long  as  the  said  slang  of  land  should  be  occupied  by 
Hill  Cox,  he  was  not  to  be  separately  accountable  to  the  upper 
tenant  or  proprietor  for  the  yearly  charge  of  the  same/' 

Of  the  rent,  £2  2s.  is  paid  to  Mr.  Neville ;  the  remaining 
£9  IBs.  is  applied  in  the  maintenance  of  a  Sunday  school  at 
the  meeting-house,  and  in  giving  the  children  occasional  in- 
struction in  writing  on  week  day  evenings.  Books  and  writing 
materials  are  provided,  and  when  the  funds  are  sufficient, 
clothes  have  been  given  to  the  children,  for  which  purpose  sub- 
scriptions and  collections  have  been  added  to  the  permanent 
fund  arising  from  the  rent  of  the  land. 

There  are  now  about  30  children  in  the  school. 
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Recent  Inquiry,  1855. 

The  Rev.  E.  Myers,  Unitarian  minister,  attended  to  give  evidence  respecting 
this  charity.  It  appeared  that  George  Fowler,  by  will  dated  30th  Jane,  1699, 
bequeathed  a  close  of  land  upon  trust,  and  with  the  intent  and  purpose  that  the 
yearly  rent  of  the  property  be  received  and  disposed  of,  for  "the  teaching  and 
instructing  of  poor  children  of  the  town  of  Walsall."  The  last  appointment  of 
trustees  was  on  the  5th  Januarj',  1S55,  when  Samuel  Thornton,  William  Bowen, 
William  S.  Green,  John  Green,  Richard  Corrie  Bache,  Henry  Smith,  William 
Myring,  Joseph  Dixon,  John  W'ilcox,  Thomas  Stephenson,  Hill  Thornton,  John 
James  Melhuish,  Charles  Clifford,  Timothy  Kenrick,  W'illiam  Wills,  James 
Russell,  together  with  John  Day,  and  William  Lowe  (who  had  since  disclaimed 
the  same  trusts)  were  appointed. 

The  original  will,  and  all  the  deeds,  describe  the  land  as  being  in  Windmill 
Field,  the  boundaries  of  which  are  well  known.  Mr.  Wilkinson  (town  clerk) 
observed  that  there  was  a  singular  fact  connected  with  this  charity.  The  will  of 
the  founder  described  the  land  as  containing  four  acres,  in  the  Windmill  Field, 
but  the  property  had  diminished  down  to  2a:  1r.  21p.  Twelve  years  since,  the 
close  had  been  enclosed  by  a  hedge  on  the  south  side,  on  which  side  Mr.  John 
Forster  was  the  proprietor  of  part  of  the  adjoming  land.  When  the  report  of 
the  last  commission  was  made,  Mr.  Walhouse  claimed  fifteen  yards,  and  his  repre- 
sentatives had  at  the  present  moment  twenty-one  ytirds  at  the  same  place. 

Mr.  Myres  remarked  that  no  one  appeared  to  have  been  consulted  or  advised, 
on  the  part  of  the  charity,  at  the  time  that  the  fence  was  made. 

Mr.  Forster,  the  present  owner  of  the  land  on  the  south,  acquired  the  property 
by  an  exchange  with  Mr.  Walhouse.  Joseph  Smith  was  the  tenant,  both  of  Mr. 
Forster  and  the  trustees,  and  the  hedge  was  planted  by  Mr.  Walhouse,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Forster.  The  whole  plot  of  land,  if  the  new  fences  were  out  of 
the  way,  and  if  the  measurement  be  made  down  to  the  old  fence  on  the  south 
side,  would  be  3a.  2a.,  which  (the  Inspector  observed)  at  least  raised  the  sugges- 
tion that  the  whole  was  comprised  in  the  original  demise.  The  payment  of  £2  2s. 
yearly,  or  some  other  rent  or  acknowledgment  would  seem  to  have  been  paid,  in 
respect  of  the  strip  of  land,  now  in  dispute,  on  the  south  side. 

Under  an  order  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  the  2a.  1b.  29p.  were  let  to 
Mr.  D.  B.  Oerton,  on  lease  of  ninety-nine  years,  commencing  from  March  25th, 
1855,  at  a  rent  of  £25. 

The  Inspector  said  that  if  the  trustees  thought  fit  to  take  steps  for  the  recovery 
of  the  land,  the  Charity  Commissioners  would  grant  them  a  certificate. 

It  was  stated  that  the  school,  in  connexion  with  this  charity,  was  behind  the 
chapel  in  Stafford-street,  and  was  open  every  Sunday,  morning  and  afternoon,  and 
also  every  Thursday  afternoon.  As  many  as  70  children  attended  on  Sundays, 
being  a  greater  number  than  the  school  could  comfortably  ac<)bmmodate.  That 
the  minister  was  the  superintendent,  and  received  a  stipend  of  £5  5s.  a-year  for  that 
duty.  That  it  was  in  contemplation  to  enlarge  the  school,  and  build  a  new 
room  over  the  present  one,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  day  scholars ;  the  new 
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school  to  be  placed  under  govemment  mspection.  The  old  meeting-hoiue,  in 
High-street,  was  sold  about  20  or  30  years  ago.  The  congregation  then  removed 
to  the  present  chapel,  the  trustees  of  which  were  also  trustees  of  the  charity. 

With  respect  to  the  distribution  of  the  charities  for  educational  purposes,  the 
Rev.  C.  Dunne,  incumbent  of  St.  Peter's  stated  that  his  district  was  within  the 
foreign  of  Walsall  and  the  municipal  borough,  and  that  the  population  was  about 
8000.  There  are  three  schools,  supported  by  subscriptions,  sermons,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  twopence  per  week  by  each  scholar.  Four  hundred  and  fifty  boys,  girls, 
and  infants  attended.  A  new  school  was  in  progress  of  erection,  which,  when 
completed,  would  be  speedily  filled.  One  of  the  schoolrooms  was  in  a  wretched 
,  state,  from  want  of  repairs. 

PUBLIC  CHARITIES.* 

The  Public  Charities  of  the  borough  and  foreign  of  Walsall 
have^  for  a  series  of  years,  formed  a  subject  of  dispute,  litiga- 
tion, and  inquiry.  So  far  back  as  the  11th.,  James  I.,  there 
was  an  inquisition  under  a  commission  of  charitable  uses; 
another  in  the  22nd,  Charles  II. ;  another  in  1726  and  1823; 
and  the  recent  one,  in  June,  1855. 

The  usual  formula  on  such  occasions,  have  been  duly  gone 
through: — commissioners*  opinions  have  been  given  and  received 
—misappropriations  proved— new  schemes  for  better  manage- 
ment proposed  and  assented  to — and  verdicts  of  ''guilty "  or 
''  not  guilty ''  pronounced ;  but  here  matters  have  been  allowed 
to  rest.  The  public  knew,  perhaps,  that  such  investigations 
were  in  operation,  and  may,  now  and  then,  have  heard  a  whis- 
per as  to  the  progress  of  proceedings,  and  the  nature  of  certain 
measures  being  enacted,  but  this  comprised  the  full  extent  of 
their  knowledge.  True,  the  several  investigations  may  have 
been  duly  printed  and  published,  but  how  ?  In  authorised  ver- 
sions, called  ''  Blue  books,'*  to  obtain  a  peep  into  which,  was 
in  truth,  a  very  "  blue  look  out,**  and  even  if  successful  in  the 
attempt,  enough  to  make  one  intensely  blue  to  wade  through 
their  gigantic  and  intricate  pages. 

Now  these  "  Blue  books  **  are  all  very  well  in  their  way,  but 
they  are  not  accessible  to  the  public  generally,  and  if  they  were 
it  would  become  essential  to  their  utility  that  they  should  un- 
dergo a  condensing  and  sifting  process,  so  as  to  present  in 

•  It  most  here  be  stated,  that  the  Walsall  Charitj  Histoiy  if  chiefly  taken 
from  Mr.  Glbw's  Wokk— a  Ytrj  able  prodactioiu 
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simple  form^  and  at  a  small  cost^  the  really  valuable  matter  they 
might  be  found  to  contain;  and  as  nothing  should  be  kept 
secret  which  ought  to  be  made  known,  the  object  of  the  writer  is 
to  lay  plainly  before  the  public  a  faithful  statement  of  facts 
elicited  under  the  rece^it  inquiry  before  the  Goverrrnient  Inspector 
of  Charities  ;  facts,  not  a  few  of  which  wiU  be  found  to  exhibit 
maladministration,  misdoings,  shortcomings,  and  reckless 
squanderings,  shocking  to  contemplate.  Happily>  a  repetition 
of  those  evils  is  now  completely  prevented  by  the  ''  Charitable 
Trusts^  Act  of  1853,'*  which  removes  from  trustees  the  power 
of  applying,  or  otherwise  dealing  with,  any  charity  property 
without  the  previous  sanction  of  the  Commissioners. 

In  order  that  the  position  of  the  Charities,  previous  to,  and 
at  the  time  of  the  recent  inquiry,  might  be  better  understood, 
it  was  thought  expedient  to  submit  a  digest  of  the  evidence 
adduced  on  former  inquisitions,  especially  that  in  1823.  By 
such  course  the  public  will  be  enabled  to  judge  how  far  former 
discoveries  and  decisions  have  met  with  due  observance  and 
attention,  and  whether  a  little  more  vigilance  on  the  part  of 
trustees  might  not  have  preserved  the  existence  of  charities 
now  irretrievably  lost. 

The  first  mention  found  of  the  public  taking  up  the  cudgels 
with  respect  to  charitable  bequests  of  the  town,  is  in  1804, 
when  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  parish  to  inquire  into 
the  various  public  charities,  and  take  such  steps  as  might  ap- 
pear most  likely  to  perpetuate  the  several  trusts  to  posterity. 
This  investigation  was  in  due  time  made,  and  a  report  thereon 
issued,  in  which,  amongst  the  rest,  the  corporation  was  charged 
with  holding  adversely  several  valuable  estates  at  Bascotte, 
Long  Itchington,  &c.,  &c.,  which  had  been  originally  left  for 
charitable  uses,  and  belonged  to  the  parish.  This  led  to  much 
agitation,  and  subsequently  to  the  ''  Commission  of  Inquiry, 
in  1823,*'  when  the  points  at  issue  were  decided  in  £Eivour  of 
the  corporation. 

The  first  practical  step  towards  the  institution  of  the  recent 
inquiry,  was  taken  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union,  on 
the  1 1th  November,  1853,  when  the^  following  memorial  was 
forwarded  to  the  Charity  Commissioners : — 


WALSALL   CHABITISS.  379 

"Memorial  of  the  Guardians  of  the  poor  of  the  several  parishes  in  the 
Walsall  Union,  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  for  England  and  Wales,  sheweth — that 
your  memorialists,  elected  by  ratepayers,  haying  reason  to  complain  of  the  general 
management  of  certain  charity  estates  belonging  to  several  parishes  of  the  union, 
respectfully  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  require  the  trustees  of  the  Pishley, 
and  the  other  charity  estates,  to  render  your  Board  accounts  and  statements  in 
writing,  in  relation  to  that  charity,  and  of  the  funds,  property,  and  income,  as 
well  as  the  application  thereof. 

"  That  you  will  also  be  pleased  to  authorize  one  of  your  inspectors  to  make  and 
take  all  due  examination  personally  of  the  said  trustees,  and  their  officers 
relating  thereto. 

"  That  your  Board  will  further  be  pleased  to  inquire  what  vacancies  exist  in  the 
trusteeship  of  that  and  other  charity  trusts  of  the  said  town,  and  your  memo- 
rialists,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray." 

Signed  and  sealed  with  the  common  seal  this  11th  day  of  November,  1853. 

Here  follow  the  signatures — 

John  Whitgreave,  Chairman. 

John  Shannon,  ^ 

Samuel  Stephens, 
Bobert  Westwood, 
William  Hanbury, 
Elias  Crapper, 
Elijah  Stanley, 


Guardians. 


At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Board,  on  the  9th  Dec, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the 
Walsall  Cfiarity  Estaiea,  and  on  the  27th  June,  1854^  the 
following  letter  and  report  were  forwarded  to  the  Charity 
Commissioners : — 

'*  The  Guardians  solicit  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  make  a  full  inqdiiy  into 
the  receipts  and  application  of  the  funds  of  all  the  charity  property  within  the 
Walsall  Union,  and  to  cause  all  vacancies  of  trustees  to  be  filled  up«  so  as  to 
pivvent,  if  possible,  the  apparent  mis-management  evidently  existing  in  some  of 
the  dbarities  of  the  town  of  Walsall. 

"  Adverting  to  that  part  of  yovr  letter  requiiing  the  names  of  the  charities  and 
gioands  of  complaint  as  to  each  charity,  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in  sending  the 
report  of  the  committee,  hope  that  the  informatiott  and  complaints  now  sent,  may 
be  deemed  snffioieiit  to  authorise  a  general  inquiry.  They  would  have  given  a 
better  supply  of  particalars,  but  for  obstades  they  have  had  to  contend  with— ^or 
jnatmoc^  as  relating  to  the  Hinton's,  the  Parker^s,  and  the  Stone's  charities.  On 
makiiig  application  to  the  secretary  of  the  tmstees  for  information,  he  declined 
giving  any,  without  the  express  assent  of  all  the  tmstees  belonging  to  those 
The  committfw  have,  therefore,  sent  the  best  they  coold  procore." 
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REPORT. 

EEPORT  AND  COMPLAINTS  OF  THE  C03OiITTEE  APPOINTED  BT  THE  BOA£D  OF 
GUAEDIANS  OP  THE  "WALSALL  UNION,  TOUCHING  THE  SEYERAL  CHARITY 
ESTATES  BELONGING  TO  WALSALL. 

FiSHLEY  CHA.RITY. — That  applications,  when  made  to  the  trustees,  are 
delayed  so  long,  that  masters  intending  to  take  poor  boys  as  apprentices,  haye  at 
last  given  up  aU  hopes  of  having  an  indenture  made.  That  some  of  the  masters 
have  not  had  the  promised  premium  paid,  although  it  has  been  many  times  applied 
for.  That  only  one  indenture  has  been  made,  instead  of  having  duplicated 
indentures,  one  to  keep  and  the  other  for  the  master ;  consequently  when  a  dispute 
between  master  and  boy  has  arisen,  the  secretary  had  to  attend  before  the  justices 
to  prove  the  execution  of  the  indenture,  and  so  charge  the  costs  to  the  master  or 
to  the  trust  estate.  That  the  principal  part  of  the  trustees  are  dissatisfied  with 
the  management,  and  with  an  inquiry  to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners.  That 
the  accounts  are  said  to  be  kept  by  one  trustee,  John  Burton,  Esq.,  M.D.,  of 
Walsall,  who  appears  to  have  the  whole  mangement,  and  as  no  accounts  are 
published,  the  public  are  also  much  dissatisfied.  That  the  secretary,  Joseph 
Green  James,  is  said  to  be  residing  in  Birmingham,  and  has  not  had  any  abode  in 
or  near  Walsall  for  some  years  past.  The  income  was  in  the  year  1835,  £44  lOs., 
and  it  is  believed  that  it  is  now  more.  The  fimds  ought  to  be  applied  in  equal 
moieties  to  the  binding  of  poor  boys  of  the  borough  and  foreign  of  Walsall,  but 
no  boy  we  believe,  has  been  bound  out  for  the  borough  township  for  many  years. 
It  is  reported,  and  believed,  that  the  secretary,  Mr.  J.  G.  James,  has  received 
some  portion  of  the  income,  of  which  no  account  is  given, 

Richard  Stone's  Charity. — ^The  same  trustees  have  this  estate  in  their 
care,  but  there  is  no  account  rendered  of  the  income  or  distribution.  The  sum  of 
£2  6s.  is  to  be  given  in  coats  to  the  poor  from  the  funds  of  this  charity,  paid  by 
Lord  Anson  for  that  purpose.  There  is,  it  is  supposed,  other  property  belonging 
to  this  charity. 

Bentley  Hay  Estate. — This  estate  is  vested  in  the  same  trustees  as  the 
Fishley,  and  similar  complaints  exist  in  this,  as  in  that  charity.  In  the  year  1835, 
the  income  appears  to  have  been  £20  per  annum,  but  it  may  be  greatly  augmented 
by  the  mines  being  leased,  if  placed  in  the  hands  of  competent  trustees.  The 
lands  are  numbered  693,  692,  695,  795, 796,  and  673,  containing  about  8a.  2r.  2p., 
also  a  house,  and  two  pieces  of  land,  near  the  old  lane  at  Bloxwich,  and  Woodhall- 
field,  and  Lander's  croft.  The  total  rent  is  £26  per  year.  We  recommend 
investigation  specially  in  this  charity. 

Woollaston's  Charity.— The  funds  of  this  charity  are  applicable  to  the 
binding  of  poor  boys  as  apprentices  belonging  to  the  borough  of  Walsall,  but  it 
is  extremely  desirable  under  the  Act  16  and  17  Yic,  c.  137,  that  the  funds  should 
be  made  also  applicable  to  the  binding  of  poor  boys  of  the  foreign  of  Walsall, 
which  is  in  the  same  parish,  as  there  is  now,  and  generally  has  been,  a  greater 
fund  than  is  required  for  the  poor  boys  of  the  borough  township. 
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Habfeb's  Chabitt.— In  this  charity  it  appears,  from  the  vicar's  statement, 
that  the  property  is  capable  of  bestowing  enlarged  benefits  npon  the  poor,  if  power 
be  given  to  authorize  it.  The  donor  requires  trustees  to  be  appointed,  but  we 
believe  there  are  none— the  vicar  has  acted  as  one.  Some,  if  not  all,  of  the  land 
is  let  and  sub-let,  by  which  the  charity  has  not  the  fall  benefit  of  the  income. 
We  recommend  the  appointment  of  trustees,  as  none  are  living.  Fifty  years  ago, 
the  income  was  £42  15s.  6d. 

John  Pabker's  Chabitt. — ^The  donor  requires  specific  trustees,  but  the 
churchwardens  take  upon  themselves  to  manage  the  charity,  and  therefore  trus- 
tees ought  to  be  properly  appointed.  The  income  is  about  £30,  arising  from  land 
in  the  manor  of  Langthome,  in  Yorkshire. 

John  Pebshouse's  Chabitt.— The  vicar  and  churchwardens  were  appointed 
the  trustees  by  the  donor,  but  they  know  nothing  of  it.  The  Charity  Commis- 
sioners' Report  describes  the  property  as  houses,  near  the  churchyard,  at  the  top 
of  the  church  steps  (since  taken  down),  and  a  sum  of  40s.  yearly,  payable  out  of 
a  dose  in  Walsall  park,  one  half  to  the  borough,  and  one  half  to  the  foreign. 
This  requires  investigation. 

HuMFHBET  Pebshouse's  Chabitt.— Humphrey  Pershouse  leffc  to  the  vicar 
and  churchwardens  £5  per  year,  but  they  are  not  in  receipt  of  the  money.  Col. 
Waihouse  succeeded  Pershouse,  and  Lord  Hatherton  succeeded  Col.  Walhouse. 
so  probably  the  income  is  payable  by  Lord  Hatherton  for  this  charity.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  a  full  inquiry  be  made. 

CuBTEi's  Chabity.— The  trustee  of  this  charity  is  the  vicar.  According  to 
report,  it  appears  that  13s.  4d.  on' Good  Priday,  and  13s.  4d.  on  Christmas-eve, 
should  be  given  to  the  poor  of  the  borough  of  Walsall,  out  of  land  No.  1150, 
1153, 1149,  in  the  parish  plan.    The  vicar  knows  nothing  of  it. 

William  Pabksb's  Charity.— We  believe  that  £20  a  year  to  the  minister 
of  Great  Bloxwich  is  paid  by  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company  to  teach  boys  in 
the  school  at  Bloxwich. 

King's  CHABirr—The  trustees  are  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  Blox- 
wich. The  land  is  Long  Coxtalls,  2a.  2b.  23p..  No.  743,  left  to  be  distributed 
in  charity.  The  mines  under  the  Lmd  are  being  worked  out.  The  late  William 
Cotterell,  town  derk  of  Walsall,  sold  the  land  to  Mr.  McBryde,  but  we  are  not 
aware  how  Mr.  Cotterell  possessed  the  mines.  This  charity  requires  immediate 
investigation,  particularly  as  to  Mr.  Cotterell's  right  to  sdl. 

Anonymous  Charity.— The  sum  of  £2  lis.  paid  by  Mr.  William  Jones,  but 
no  aooount  of  it  arises,  or  what  land,  and  we  cannot  ascertain  particulars. 

Hbnry  Whatblby's  Charity.— The  trustees  are  the  vicar  and  churchwar- 
dens— £4  4b.  to  the  poor,  not  paupers;  £1  Is.  to  the  minister  for  a  sermon; 
158.  to  the  vicar  and  wardens.    The  income  is  charged  on  land  at  Coalpool. 

Robinson's  Charity.- No  tidings^-appears  lost. 

Bjdwabb's  Charity. — No  trace  of  this — appears  lost. 

Murray's  Charity.— No  trace. 

2z 
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Whittingham*s  Chabity.— The  Corporation  are  trustees  for  a  portion  of 
this  charity,  but  for  the  remainder,  there  are  no  trustees.  It  is  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  part  of  this  charity  that  trustees  be  appointed. 

RoBEET  Pakkek's  Charity.— The  funds  arising  from  this  charity  are  such 
as  to  require  the  strictest  inyestigation.  The  mines  were  let  upon  lease,  and  up- 
wards of  £1,200  have  been  paid  by  the  lessee  to  different  individuals ;  the  first  of 
which  is  an  amount  of  £60  paid  to  Mr.  John  James,  of  Walsall,  for  the  royalty, 
or  rent  of  the  mines;  but  we  cannot  ascertain  what  has  been  done  with  the 
money.  Mr.  G.  B.  Stubbs,  the  present  secretary,  is  able  to  g:ive  a  satisfactoiy 
account  of  the  management  during  the  time  he  has  acted  as  secretary.  The 
former  secretary  was  Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  before  mentioned. 

Hinton's  Chakity. — The  only  surviving  trustee  of  this  charity  is  an  aged, 
infirm  gentleman,  residing  at  Leamington,  in  Warwickshire,  Mr.  John  Y.  Barber. 
There  should  be  an  appointment  of  trustees  to  see  to  the  proper  distribution  of 
this  charity.  In  the  year  1819,  the  income  was  £23  18s,  lid.,  arising  out  of 
property  at  Rickerscote ;  Mr.  Mason,  of  Walsall,  is  secretary. 

Henky  Stone's  Ghakity. — The  income  of  this  charity  was  originally 
£34 14s.,  but  we  cannot  ascertain  that  anything  like  this  amount  is  given,  accord- 
ing to  the  intention  of  the  donor. 

Bbidget  Mill's  Chabity. — The  donor  appointed  as  trustees,  the  vicar  ^and 
churchwardens  of  Walsall.  They  have  received  within  the  last  six  months  the 
principal,  which  was  vested  on  the  tolls  of  the  Walsall  district  of  the  turnpike 
roads,  and  we  are  not  aware  whether  it  has  been  re-invested.  We  think  this 
should  be  ascertained. 

In  the  report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  year  1823,  it  is  stated  thai 
the  vicar  of  Walsall  is  a  trustee  of  the  under-mentioned  charities,  but  he  knows 
nothing  whatever  of  any  of  them,  nor  can  we  learn  anything  concerning  them. 

Shawe's  Chabity. — The  vicar  and  mayor  appear  to  be  the  trustees,  and  the 
land  consisting  of  7a.  2b.  39p.  belongs  to  the  estate,  but  the  rent  would  now  be 
considerably  more  than  the  sum  said  to  have  been  received,  in  fact,  ten  times  as 
much  as  the  40s.  a-year  given  away  to  the  poor.  We  recommend  this  especially 
to  the  Commissioners  for  inquiry. 

Dee's  Charity. — It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
that  the  income  arises  from  land  at  Woodend,  but  for  which  there  are  no  trustees 
— the  vicar  states  that  he  knows  nothing  about  the  charity.  The  constable  says 
that  he  received  last  year,  18s.,  and  gave  it  to  the  poor—fourpence  to  each  individnsL 
We  recommend  an  inquiry  into  this  charity,  and  the  appointment  of  trustees. 

Wilcox's  Chabity.— We  find  that  the  land  was  sold  by  the  chuichwardens, 
about  seven  or  eight  years  ago,  to  Messrs.  Addenbrooke,  for  £150,  and  the  mines 
have  been  worked ;  but  the  vicar,  who  is  one  of  the  trustees,  cannot  afford  any 
information  as  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  land,  nor  is  it  known  who  holds 
the  scrips  or  certificate.    We  think  this  requires  investigation. 

Hawle's  Chabity.— The  trustees  are  the  churchwardens  and  the  vicar.  The 
property  is  mentioned  in  the  Charity  Commissioners'  Report  as  situated  At 
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Woodead,  WalsalL  Joseph  Shaw,  Balls-hills,  WalsaU,  now  receives  £10  a-year, 
part  of  which  he  says  is  expended  in  bread,  which  he  gives  to  the  poor.  Most 
searching  inquiry  should  be  made  into  this  charity. 

Okganist's  Chabitt.— The  income  is  £5  a-year,  paid  by  the  Merchant 
Tailors'  Company,  London,  and  the  vicar  informs  us  that  the  organist  himself 
receives  that  sum  regularly  from  the  company. 

Feeb  Gbammab  School.— The  Govemora  are  Henry  Windle,  Richard 
Jesson,  Henry  Brace,  F.  A.  Edwards,  Howard  Fletcher,  Charles  Turner,  Horatio 
Bamett,  8.  Lowe,.P.  P.  Pratt,  "William  Brooks  and  others.  The  income,  accord- 
ing to  report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  m  1823,  is  £778. 

Whbate's  Chabitt. — ^Trustees  of  this  charity  should  be  appointed.  The 
property,  as  reported  by  the  Commissioners,  consists  of  land,  on  the  plan.  No, 
1675,  and  1676,  and  contains  2a.  3b.  23f.  The  tenant  was,  lately,  Frederick 
Bedworth ;  the  rent  then  was  £8  per  aimum,  which  was  given  to  preach  four 
sermons  a-year,  but  the  vicar  has  not  had  it,  and  knows  nothing  about  it.  The 
donor  requires  trustees  to  be  appointed,  namely,  the  mayor  and  others. 

The  scheme  suggested  by  the  Inspector  in  the  course  of  his 
inquiry,  viz.,  to  consolidate  the  whole  of  the  charities  under 
one  body  of  trustees,  appeared  to  meet  with  universal  approval. 
The  views  of  the  town  council  on  the  subject  are  sufficiently 
explained  in  the  annexed  resolution,  passed  at  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  that  body  on  the  31st  July,  1855. 

"  The  Inspector  of  Charities,  having  at  the  public  investigation  so  lately  made 
into  the  Walsall  Charities,  intimated  that  he  should  suggest  an  entirely  new 
scheme  with  respect  to  their  future  management  and  administration,  and  also  a 
new  body  of  trustees ;  and  Mr.  Hare  also  having  stated  his  desire  to  receive 
suggestions  from  the  council  as  to  the  appropriation  of  |^e  improved  income,  and 
there  being  strong  reasons  why  the  business  should  be  proceeded  with  as  speedily 
as  possible; — Resolved,  that  this  council  is  of  opinion,  that  the  objects  of  the 
charities  will  be  greatly  promoted  by  the  whole  of  them  being  consolidated  under 
the  management  of  one  body  of  trustees ;  that  it  is  on  many  accounts  of  great 
public  importance  that  the  members  of  the  Town  Council  should  form  part  of  the 
new  body  of  trustees,  their  responsibility  to  the  public  being  much  more  direct 
and  complete  than  that  of  a  trustee,  who  is  not  elective ;  that  the  improved 
income  could  not  be  more  usefully  and  beneficially  employed  than  in  the  support 
of  an  entirely  new  school,  on  a  wide  and  general  principle,  that  would  make  it 
open  to  all  classes,  without  distinction  of  party." 

In  course  of  time  the  heads  of  a  proposed  scheme  (of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy)  were  forwarded  by  the  Inspector  of  the 
several  trustees  of  the  various  charities : — 
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HEADS  OF  A  FBOPOSED    SCHEtfE    FOB  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  CHARITIU 

OF  THE  BOROUGH  AND  PARISH  OF  WAI^ALL. 

1. — All  the  estates  and  property  of  the  following  Charities  to  be  Tested  in 
a  newly  constituted  body,  to  be  called  the  "  General  Charities  Trustees**  The 
Blue  CJoat  Charity  and  National  School,  and  Whittinghara's,  Taylor's,  Oerton's, 
Cnrtis's,  and  Crump's  Gifts  thereto ;  Fowler's  Charity ;  Molesley  Almshouses 
and  Pensions ;  the  Fishley  Charity ;  Willmm  Parker's  Charity ;  Blanche  Woollas- 
ton's  Charity;  Harper's  Almshouses;  Webb's  Charity;  Syvem's  Charity; 
Bentley  Hay  Charity ;  Wilcox's  Charity ;  Hinton's  Charity ;  Henry  Stone,  the 
elder's,  and  Henry  Stone,  the  younger* s,  Charities;  John  Parker's  Charity; 
Robert  Parker's  several  Charities  and  Benefactions ;  Anonymous  Charity,  or  rent 
charges  on  Jones's  farm,  Little  Bloxwich;  Hawle's  Charity;  Nicholas  Parker's 
Charity;  Robinson's  Charity;  Wheate's  Charity;  Curtey's  Charity;  Richard 
Stone's  Charity,  of  Caldmore;  King's  Charity;  Bridget  Mills's  Charity; 
Gorway*s  Charity ;  Dee's  Charity  ;  Whateley's  Charity. 

2. — Six  to  be  a  quorum,  and  the  acts  of  the  majority  to  be  binding. 

3.— General  Charities'  Trustees  to  appoint  a  clerk,  receiver,  and  banker. 

4. — The  General  Charities'  Trustees  to  make  general  roles  for  transacting 
business. 

6. — General  Charities'  Trustees,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Board,  to 
appoint  the  manner  of  investment  of  the  stock  belonging  to  the  charities. 

6. — A  committee  to  be  appointed  as  trustees  of  Roger  Hinton's  estates,  with 
the  trustees  for  the  other  town's  interests. 

7. — Application  of  portion  of  the  Charity  funds  in  si)ecifie  payments,  according 
to  the  trust.  Dee's  and  Gorway's  Charities,  and  £5  of  Blanche  Woollaston's,  to 
be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  people  in  the  almshouses,  and  £2  of  Richard 
Stone's  to  be  given  in  clothing  to  the  poor  people  in  the  same  almshouses. 

8,  9, 10.— The  Fishley  and  Blanche  Wollaston's  Charities  to  be  distributed  in 
apprentice  fees,  prcmiuras.  or  prizes  of  from  £2  to  £5  each  to  children  of  Walsall 
parents,  not  under  13  years  of  age,  who  shall  have  been  two  years  at  school,  and 
176  days  in  the  preceding  year ;  certified  to  be  of  good  character,  and  selected 
upon  examination,  nearly  in  the  same  manner  as  Ironmasters'  prizes  are 
distributed. 

ll.—Webb's,  Mills's,  Syvem's,  Wilcox's,  and  the  Bentley  Hay  Charities,  to  be 
distributed  by  the  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  borough,  and  so  far 
as  not  otherwise  declared  by  the  trusts,  in  aid  of  the  means  for  their  education. 

12.— Whateley's,  and  the  Anonymous  Donor's  charities  to  be  distributed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  foreign  in  like  manner. 

13.— Hinton's,  Stone's,  (the  three)  and  Hawe's  Charities  to  be  distributed  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  entire  parish  in  like  manner. 

14;.— Molesley's  (or  the  corporation)  Almshouses,  to  be  ocoupied  by  widows 
nominated  by  the  mayor. 

15.— Harper's  Almshouses  to  be  occupied  by  persons  nominated  by  the  vicar. 
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16.— The  General  Charities'  Trustees  to  frame  mles  for  the  goyerament  of  the 
almshouses,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Board. 

17.— Power  to  let  any  part  of  the  estate  or  site  of  Harper's  almshouses  on 
building  leases,  and  to  erect  the  almshouses  elsewhere. 

18. — To  pay  the  income  of  fowler's  Charity  to  the  special  trustees  recently 
appointed  thereof. 

19. — ^To  pay  the  income  of  the  benefactions  for  the  Blue  Coat  School  to  the 
treasurer  of  that  school  for  the  time  being. 

20. — The  Corporation  to  pay  annually  £57  4a.  out  of  the  Basootte  Estate  to 
the  General  Charities'  Trustees  for  the  inmates  of  Molesle/s  Ahnshouses,  and  to 
keep  the  buildings  in  repair,  and  these  payments  to  be  a  discharge  of  all  claim  on 
the  Bascotte  Estate  for  any  charitable  use. 

21.— The  General  Charities'  Trustees,  in  the  first  instance,  to  be  composed  as 
follows : — 

The  Mayor  and  Vicar  of  Walsall  for  the  time  being,  Edward  Adams,  Henry 
Brace,  Thomas  Fool  Brettell,  John  Burton,  Michael  Cozens,  Joseph  Cowley, 
Frederick  Atcherley  Edwards,  Howard  Fletcher,  John  Freeth,  Isaac  Highway, 
Richard  Jesson,  Samuel  Lowe,  John  Woodward  Newman,  F.  B.  Oerton,  John 
Shannon,  William  Somerfield,  Edward  Elijah  Stanley,  ftenry  Stanley,  Samuel 
Stephens,  George  Bradnock  Stubbs,  Frederick  Thurstan,  H.  C.  Windle,  and  the 
Incumbents  of  Bloxwich,  St.  Peter's,  Walsall,  and  St.  John's,  Walsall  Wood, 
and  the  Incumbent  of  any  other  district  church  which  may  be  hereafter  formed 
in  or  from  the  borough  or  foreign,  or  ancient  parish  of  Walsall. 

22. — Upon  a  vacancy  occurring  in  the  non-official  members,  the  body  to  be 
filled  up  by  one  to  be  chosen  by  the  corporation,  and  by  one  chosen  by  the  remain- 
ing trustees  alternately ;  but  the  non-official  trustees  not  hereafter  to  be  more 
than  eighteen  in  number. 

23. — Power  to  vary  the  scheme,  if  necessary,  on  future  occasions. 

24. — Construction  of  the  scheme  in  case  of  difficulty  by  the  Board. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Town  Council/ for  the  purpose  of 
taking  into  consideration  the  above  scheme^  was  held  on  the 
28rd  November,  1 855,  when  the  mayor  read  his  observations 
thereon,  as  follows : — 

"As  to  clause  3,  derk  and  receiver  may  be  the  same  person;  and  if  an 
attorney  be  appointed,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  institue  any  legal  proceedings 
without  the  authority  of  a  general  meeting,  the  summons  to  convene  which  shall 
contain  notice  of  such  intended  proceedings.  As  to  clause  8, 9, 10,  so  little  good 
seems  to  result  from  the  apprentice  fees,  that  I  think  they  had  better  be  abolished 
altogether,  and  the  funds  applied  either  in  establishing  a  new  school,  or  in  exten- 
sion of  the  various  educational  establishments  already  in  existence ;  applying  so 
much  as  might  be  considered  necessary  to  comply  with  original  intention  of  the 
donor  in  putting  out  poor  apprentices,  but  in  some  other  way  than  the  payment 
of  a  fee  to  the  master.    ^As  to  clause  11,  same  reply  as  to  No.  10.    It  is  the 
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business  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  to  relieve  the  destitute,  and  not  the 
trustees.  As  to  clause  12,  same  as  No.  11.  As  to  clause  13,  same  as  No.  11. 
But  if  the  principle  indicated  in  Nos.  11,  12,  and  13  must  be  carried  out,  the 
scheme  itself  should  define  (without  leaving  it  to  the  trustees)  some  mode  of 
selecting  the  objects  that  should  most  effectually  prevent  all  private  favouritism. 
As  to  clause  21,  the  appointment  of  so  many  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Eng^d,  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  of  every  other  denomination,  is  manifestly  most  unjust, 
particularly  in  one  special  case — that  of  the  Unitarian  Charity,  which  exceeds  in 
amount  several  of  the  others  put  together.  The  only  way  to  avoid  sectarian 
animosities  would  be  to  exclude  all  except  the  vicar  and  the  incumbent  of  Blox- 
wich,  who  are  already  officially  connected  with  many  of  the  charities.  If  this 
part  of  the  scheme  be  persisted  in,  it  will  give  rise  to  such  strong  dissatisfaction 
as  to  peril  the  whole.  I  am  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England  myself,  but  I 
cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the  unfairness  of  this  proposal.  Practically,  it  would  be 
to  hand  over  the  management  of  the  charities  to  the  four  or  five  clergy  named, 
which  number  will  be  increased  as  the  town  extends,  and  new  churches  are 
erected,  the  sites  of  two  new  ones  being  at  the  present  time  selected." 

The  Council  then  unanimously  passed  this  resolution : — 

"  That  the  Mayor  having  read  the  '  Heads  of  Scheme  *  for  the  future  manage- 
ment of  the  Walsall  Charities,  and  also  his  observations  thereon,  and  the 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Hare,  the  Charity  Inspector— resolved,  that  this  council 
hereby  approves  the  observations  and  answers  of  the  mayor,  and  requests  him  to 
return  the  '  Heads  of  Scheme,'  with  such  answers ;  and  that,  as  to  the  persons 
who  are  to  be  new  trustees,  this  council  adheres  to  its  former  resolution,  further 
oonsideration  having  only  strengthened  the  conviction  of  the  council  that  the 
members  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  time  being  will  be  the  most  fitting  persons 
to  be  such  trustees,  they  being  directly  responsible  to  the  public  for  all  their  acts, 
and  their  meetings  being  open  to  the  public;  their  accounts  being  annually 
published,  and  the  election  of  one-third  their  number  taking  place  annually;  and 
with  reference  to  the  fear  of  Mr.  Hare,  that  Parliament  will  not  adopt  that 
policy,  on  account  of  its  supposed  hostility  to  the  policy  of  the  Municipal  Act, 
tliis  Council  is  of  opinion,  that  as  Parliament  removed  Charity  Properties  from 
the  control  of  Municipal  Corporations  at  a  period  antecedent  to  which  such 
corporations  were  self-elective,  the  adoption  of  a  different  policy,  after  many  years 
of  popular  election,  would  substantially  be  no  reversal  of  that  policy;  and  the 
oonncil  has  a  strong  hope  that  its  view  of  this  part  of  the  'scheme*  will  be 
impressed  on  Parliament  by  the  members  for  the  borough  and  county,  and  reoeiTo 
much  greater  support  than  Mr.  Hare  anticipates." 

The  advantage  of  consolidating  the  charities  under  one 
managing  body  of  trustees,  few,  if  any,  will  attempt  to  question. 
It  appears  almost  proper  that  the  Town  Cowidl,  for  the  twis 
being,  should  form,  at   all  events,  part  of  the  body ;  but  the 
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injustice  of  appointing  clergymen  of  one  particular  denomina-* 
tion  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others^  must  be  apparent  to  every 
reasonable  and  unprejudiced  mind;  and  (a43  the  mayor  has 
very  justly  observed)  '^  if  this  part  of  the  scheme  be  persisted 
in,  it  will  give  rise  to  such  strong  dissatisfaction  as  to  peril  the 
whole/*  ^With  respect,  however,  to  the  proposed  appropriation, 
of  the  charity  funds  to  the  '^  establishment  of  a  new  school,'' — 
as  expressed  by  the  first  resolution  passed  by  the  council— 
to  say  the  least,  seems  to  embody  an  extremely  dangerous 
experiment.  The  want  not  only  of  a  school,  but  also  (as  before 
argued  in  these  pages)  many  other  useful  institutions,  based 
upon  such  principles,  is  evidently  much  felt,  and  should,  as  far 
as  practicable,  be  established;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  it 
behoves  the  promot^rs  to  pause  well,  ere  they  adopt  a  precedent 
that  may  have  an  injurious  influence  on  future  beneficence ;  for 
although  in  many  cases  it  may  be  found  impolitic,  or  perhaps 
impossible,  to  carry  out  strictly  the  expressed  wishes  of  the 
donor,  yet  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  trustees  to  see  that  the 
original  intention  t)f  the  testator  is  supported,  so  far  as  the 
customs  and  privileges  of  the  times  in  which  they  live  will 
admit.  The  exercise  of  extreme  caution  is  therefore  requisite 
before  various  sums,  left  by  divers  persons  for  sundry  charitable 
purposes,  are  withdrawn  from  several  objects,  and  appropriated 
to  one,  perhaps,  of  an  entirely  different  character. 

The  poor  are  equally  entitled  to  the  charitable  legacies 
bequeathed  to  them  as  the  lords  of  the  manor  are  to  any  inherit 
tance  they  may  enjoy ;  and  it  is  neither  honest,  consistent,  or 
politic — ^leaving  feeling  altogether  out  of  the  question — to  strip 
the  aged,  the  needy,  and  the  infirm,  of  their  just  and  legal 
rights,  in  order  to  advance  any  object,  however  good  or  bene- 
ficial in  its  nature.  It  is  therefore  contended,  that  trustees  of 
such  legacies  (for  example,  those  specified  in  clauses  11, 12,  and 
18  of  scheme,)  are  bound  by  every  tie  of  honour  and  humanity 
to  distribute,  whoUy  and  fairly,  to  the  various  legatees  their 
several  bequests,  and  that  it  is  quite  as  much  their  business  so 
to  relieve  the  destitute,  as  it  is  that  of  the  guardians  of 
the  poor. 
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RECENT    INQUIRY. 

Before  Thomas  Hare,  Esq.,  Govemment  Inspector  of  Charities,  1855, 
compared  with  the  former  Inquisition,  a,  d.,  1823. 

A  Government  inquiry  into  the  charities  within  the  Walsall 
Union  was  opened  on  Tuesday,  the  19th  June,  18t6,  before 
Thomas  Hare,  Esq.,  Govemment  Inspector  of  Charities,  in  the 
Mayor's  parlour,  Guildhall,  Walsall.  There  was  a  large  and 
influential  attendance  on  the  occasion.  F.  B.  Oerton,  Esq.^ 
mayor ;  Samuel  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  town  clerk ;  W.  Ward,  Esq., 
and  other  members  of  the  council  were  present.  The  Rev. 
J.  H.  Sharwood,  vicar  of  Walsall,  ex-officio  trustee  of  several 
charities ;.  the  Rev.  H.  Bagnall,  perpetual  curate  of  Great 
Barr,  also  a  trustee ;  and  a  deputation  from  the  Rate-payers' 
Protection  Society  likewise  attended. 

•  The  investigation  was  instituted  in  consequence  of  the 
report  made  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  into  the  alleged  mis- 
appropriation of  the  funds  left  for  charitable  purposes,  and 
which  had  been  brought  before  the  Charity  Board.  The 
inspector  intimated  to  the  meeting  that  he  would  take  the 
several  parishes  in  such  order  as  would  first  relieve  the  trustees 
from  the  most  distant  places. 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  solicitor  to  the  trustees  of  several 
of  the  charities,  said,  that  he  attended  to  afford  the  inspector 
any  aid  in  his  power.  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Sharwood,  R.  Jesson, 
and  G.  B.  Stubbs,  Esqrs.,  solicitors  of  Walsall,  were  also 
present  for  the  same  purpose. 

The  first  day^s  proceedings  opened  with  an  inquiry  into 
charities  at  Pelsall.  Messrs.  Charles  and  William  Russell,  the 
chapelwardens,  gave  an  account  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
several  endowed  charities  in  that  township  were  disposed  of, 
which  appeared  to  be  in  small  sums  of  sixpence  and  a  shilling 
to  each  person.  In  one  case^  out  of  the  proceeds  of  Jfr«, 
Bridgman's  bequest,  £6  annually  were  paid  for  teaching  eight 
boys,  at  the  National  school — the  clergyman  received  £3^  and 
the  poor,  lOs. 

The  Inspector  suggested  that  more  good  would  be  done,  if 
the  churchwardens  would  make  these  gifts  indirectly  auxiliary 
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to  education^  by  giving  tliem  in  larger  sums  of  5s.  or. upwards, 
as  premiums,  to  those  parents  among  the  poor  who  were  most 
attentive  to  sending  their  children  to  school  and  keeping  them 
there.  The  neglect  of  this  duty  was  one  of  the  things  most  to 
be  regretted  in  the  present  day,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
all  thes^endowments  assist  in  promoting  its  ftilfilment. 

Mr.  Russell  approved  of  this  system,  and  said  they  would 
adopt  it. 

Evidence  was  given  by  P.  C.  Mottram,  Esq.,  churchwarden 
of  Great  Barr,  and  the  Rev.  H.  Bagnall,  which  proved  that 
there  were  several  charitable  bequests  at  Great  Barr  which 
appear  to  have  been  altogether  lost  sight  of.  One  in  particular, 
the  Custom  Money,  had  been  received  within  the  recollection 
of  the  oldest  families  in  the  parish,  but  had  not  been  distributed 
for  many  years,  and  the  source  of  the  fund  was  not  known. 

The  Bev.  Horace  Chavasse,  incumbent  of  Rushall,  also  gave 
evidence  as  to  some  charities  there.  It  appeared  that  one  in 
particular,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  ancient  reports,  was  not 
now  in  existence,  nor  did  there  appear  to  be  the  least  chance  of 
its  being  discovered.  Mr.  S.  Wilkinson,  town  clerk,  here 
observed,  that  the  fact  of  such  charities  being  neglected,  and 
ultimately  lost,  was  accounted  for  by  the  annual  change  of 
trustees  and  churchwardens ;  trusteeship  should,  in  his  opinion, 
be  established  on  a  more  permanent  basis. 

Robert  Scott,  Esq.,  of  Stourbridge,  and  formerly  M.  P.  for 
Walsall,  and  Mr.  Moseley,  master  of  the  Free  School,  Great 
Barr,  were  examined  as  to  property  which  should  belong  to 
that  school.  The  former  said,  that  he  was  sole  trustee  of  two 
charity  properties,  in  one  of  which  he  was  the  representative 
of  the  founder,  Thomas  Addye.  This  charity  originally  pro- 
vided for  the  free  education  of  13  boys,  but  at  the  present  time 
20  received  gratuitous  instruction.  A  rent  of  £53  7s.  was 
derivable  from  lands,  and  there  was  a  house  for  the  master,  a 
schoolroom,  and  two  cottages,  which  were  let  at  3s.  9d.  per 
Week.  The  master  was  allowed  the  privilege  of  taking  other 
pupils  who  paid  from  4s.  to  1 28.  per  quarter.  Mrs.  Scott  had 
left  a  sum  of  £400,  the  interest  of  which,  amounting  to  £20, 
was  expended  in  clothing  for  the  boys  belonging  to  the  school, 

2y 
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and  also.for  four  poor  women.  The  inspector  observed,  that  it 
would  be  well  to  appoint  trustees  to  those  charities.  Mr.  Scott 
acquiesced  in  this  opinion  so  far  as  regarded  the  latter  charity, 
but  his  impression  with  reference  to  the  " Addye  Charity ''  was, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  donor  to  leave  the  nomination 
of  the  master  and  the  scholars  in  the  hands  of  th^  owner  of 
the  property.  Evidence  having  been  given  with  respect  to 
some  chapel  lands  in  the  same  parish,  the  inspector  then  pro- 
ceeded to  those  charities  which  immediately  appertained  to  the 
borough  and  foreign  of  Walsall,  commencing  with 

John  Hawle's  Charity. 

By  will  dated  18th  April,  1618,  John  Hawle,  of  Caldmore, 
gave  some  lands  (then  under  lease)  called  Molefields  to' feoffees ; 
the  rent,  amounting  to  £4  a  year,  to  be  employed  in  the  pur- 
chase of  twenty-eight  penny  loaves  of  white  bread,  to  be 
distributed  in  the  church  of  Walsall  every  Sabbath-day,  after 
morning  prayer,  viz. — to  poor  people,  25;  to  the  vicar,  2; 
and  to  the  clerk,  1. 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Sharwood  stated  in  evidence,  that  thirty-nine 
loaves  of  bread  were  given  away  every  Sunday  after  morning 
service,  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  mode  of  administering 
the  charity  was  most  objectionable.  They  were  sometimes 
distributed  by  the  churchwardens,  and  sometimes  by  the 
beadles,  who,  he  believed,  participated,  amongst  others,  in  the 
distribution.  In  answer  to  an  observation  that  the  dispensing 
of  this  charity  was  confined  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens,  the 
reverend  gentleman  said,  he  was  not  aware  that  it  was  in  any 
way  under  his  control.  He  thought  the  money  would  be  much 
better  applied  to  increase  the  funds  of  the  almshouses. 

By  the  inquisition  in  1823,  it  appeared  that  the  land  called 
Molefields  consisted  of  18a.  2b.  12p.,  and  was  divided  into  four 
closes.  It  was  purchased  in  1814  by  one  Samuel  Wood,  firom 
Thomas  Hawke  Parker,  subject  to  the  payment  of  £5  per  aim., 
payable  half-yearly,  for  the  purposes  before  stated  in  John 
Hawle's  will.  At  the  time  Mr.  Wood  purchased  the  land  he 
was  tenant  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £38.  Besides  the  purchase- 
money,  Mr.  Wood  paid  between  £60  and  £70  for  timber. 
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In  a  report  made  a.  d.  1804^  by  a  committee  of  inhabitants 
i4)pointed  '  at  a  vestry  meeting  to  inquire  into  the  public 
charities  of  the  town,  it  was  stated,  "  that  widow  Thurston, 
baker,  delivered  twenty-eight  loaves  every  sabbath  day  to  the 
church,  and  was  paid  for  the  same  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Black- 
ham,  £2  16s.  eveiy  half  year.  Mr.  Blackham  was  then  the 
tenant  of  the  land,  and  after  he  gave  it  up,  only  £5  appeared 
to  have  been  distributed  for  some  years.'' 

A  short  time  previous  to  the  sale  of  the  land  to  Mr.  Wood, 
Thomas  Uawke  Parker  gave  directions  to  his  agent,  that 
double  the  quantity  of  bread  should  be  given  away.  Thus, 
from  this  time,  £10  was  distributed  yearly ;  £5  being  paid  on 
account  of  Mrs.  Parker  while  she  lived,  and  £5  by  Mr.  Wood, 
as  a  charge  upon  the  land  so  purchased  by  him.  After  Mrs. 
Parker's  death  the  payment  was  continued  by  her  son-in-law, . 
but  this  was  considered  by  the  Commissioners  as  voluntary. 

The  most  imporant  question  at  issue  with  respect  to  this 
charity  was,  whether  £4  a  year  (the  original  suni  left  by  John 
Hawle)  was  the  whole  amount  claimable,  that  sum  being  at  the 
time  of  the  bequest  the  entire  rental  of  the  land,  which  has 
been  proved  to  be  now  worth  £60  annually. 

It  was  stated,  that  the  point  had  been  referred  to  the 
Attorney-General,  and  that  he  was  inquiring  into  the  matter. 

The  Inspector  expressed  his  approval  of  the  course  adopted, 
and  appeared  to  concur  fully  in  the  opinion  given  by  the  Com- 
missioners in  their  inquiry  in  1823,  which  was  as  follows : — 

"  On  referring  to  the  terms  of  the  original  instrument,  it  appears  questionable 
whether  the  whole  rents  and  profits  of  the  land  were  not  intended  by  the  donor 
to  be  distributed  in  bread  weekly ;  and  it  may  be  a  fit  question  for  a  court  of 
equity  to  decide,  whether  such  a  construction  ought  not  to  be  adopted." 

[Why  was  this  opinion  given  in  1823  allowed  to  lie  dormant 
till  1855  ?     Echo  answers,  why  ?  ] 

Harpeb^s  Almshouses 

Were  next  taken  under  consideration.  Previous,  however, 
to  submitting  the  report,  it  may  be  as  well  to  make  the  reader 
acquainted  with  the  History  of  the  Charity,  according  to  the 
Commission  of  Inquiry  in  1823 — a  course  which  the  author 
has  deemed  it  prudent  to  adopt  with  reference  to  the  charities 
generally. 
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By  an  inquisition  taken  at  Walsall^  7th  December^  11th 
James  I.^  under  a  commission  of  charitable  nses^  it  was  found 
that  John  Harper^  son  and  heir  of  William  Harper^  Esq.^  estab- 
lished an  almshouse  in  Walsall  for  four  poor  people  to  dwell 
in ;  and  by  a  certain  indenture,  bearing  date  20th  December, 
11th  Henry  VIII.,  he  granted  two  acres  and  a  half  of  arable 
land,  in  Windmill  Field,  and  a  croft  in  Caldmore,  for  their 
maintenance.  He  further  willed  that  the  poor  folks  should  be 
named  by  the  vicar,  with  the  consent  of  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  Rushall,  "and  of  the  mayor  of  Walsall/'  The  vicar  to 
receive  the  rent,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  poor  folks  yearly ;  the 
rents  to  be  applied  when  necessary  to  the  repairs  of  the  alms- 
house. He  further  directed  that  when  all  the  feofiTees,  except 
three,  should  die,  the  survivors  should  make  the  estate  over  to 
other  persons  appointed  by  the  lord  of  Rushall,  and  the  vicar 
of  Walsall  (the  copy  of  the  deed  adds,  "with  the  advice  of 
the  mayor  of  Walsall,")  and  so  from  time  to  time  for  ever.  It 
was  further  found  that  George  Hawe,  on  the  27th  Oct.,  1557, 
made  his  will,  whereby  he  gave  to  the  said  almshouse,  a  dose 
at  Walsall  Townsend,  and  that  the  rents  of  the  said  close  were 
then  of  the  value  of  26s.  8d.  yearly. 

By  the  parish  report  of  1804,  it  appears  that  the  trust  was 
vested  in  the  heir  of  William  Leigh,  Esq.,  of  Rushall,  but  the 
receipt  and  "application  of  the  rents  were  then,  and  had  been 
for  many  years  previous,  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  vicar 
of  the  parish  of  Walsall. 

It  is  stated  on  one  of  the  benefaction  tables  that  Mr.  Wm. 
Ridware  gave  2  s  a  year  to  the  poor  of  the  almshouse,  to  be 
paid  on  Good  Friday,  out  of  a  pasture  in  Essington,  called 
Priest's  Croft ;  but  no  trace  of  this  payment  could  be  found, 
nor  the  particular  land  ascertained. 

Another  inscription  specifies  a  further  sum  of  2s.  per  year, 
given  by  Thomas  Wollaston,  to  the  four  people  in  the  alms- 
house, out  of  the  rent  of  a  house  in  the  churchyard.  On  this 
bequest  the  Commii^ioners  of  Inquiry,  in  1823,  gave  the 
following  opinion : — 

**  We  are  not  aware  of  the  reasons  which  induced  the  committee  of  1804;  to 
believe  that  the  house  in  the  churchyard,  occupied  by  Sarah  Birt,  and  for  which 
she  paid  rent  to  Mr.  Thomas  Adams,  was  the  house  given  by  John  Wollaston  for 
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the  poor.  The  aiiuation,  indeed,  answers  the  description ;  and  the  circumstanoe 
of  a  rent  now  4s.  and  then  8s.  being  paid  in  respect  of  this  tenement  to  the  alms- 
house poor,  may  have  led  to  the  belief  that  the  property  was  the  same.  We 
cannot,  however,  obtain  evidence  that  the  house  occupied  by  Sarah  Birt  ever 
belonged  to  either  of  the  Wollastons.  We  have  seen  the  title  deeds  of  the 
present  proprietor,  Mr.  William  Froffit,  from  which  it  clearly  appears  that  from 
at  least  the  year  1740,  this  tenement  was  conveyed  and  treated  as  private  prope^, 
and  has  passed,  together  with  two  tenements  adjoining,  through  the  hand/ of 
successive  purchasers  to  the  present  possessor ;  and  it  further  appears  that  these 
three  tenements  were  held  together  as  one  property  so  early  as  the  year  1681. 
There  is  no  mention  in  the  deeds  of  any  payment  thereout." 

About  the  year  1793,  the  old  almshouses,  which  appeared 
to  have  consisted  of  only  two  dwellings,  were  taken  down  by 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Rutter,  the  then  vicar,  and  the  present 
houses  were  built  in  their  room,  consisting  of  six  dwellings  of 
one  apartment  each.  They  are  under  one  roof,  four  being  in 
front  towards  the  street,  on  the  ground  floor,  and  two  behind, 
where  the  ground  falls  and  admits  of  one  being  placed  under 
the  other.  It  appears  that  the  old  houses  were  built  of  common 
limestone,  and  that  the  timber  was  extremely  decayed,  inso- 
much that  they  were  unfit  to  be  inhabited.  The  cost  of  the 
present  buildings,  exclusive  of  the  old  materials,  which  were 
used  as  far  as  practicable,  was  £87.  This  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Rutter,  but  from  what  fund  it  is  not  known. 

Reeeni  Inquiry,  1855. 

The  vicar  produced  a  book  which  was  handed  to  him  by  his 
predecessor,  identifying  the  property.  It  appeared  that  one 
piece  of  land  belonging  to  this  charity  was  let  to  the  Canal 
Company,  for  which  was  paid  a  rental  of  £21  per  annum. 
Mr.  H.  Archer,  parish  clerk,  gave  evidence  with  regard  to  six 
gardens  under  the  same  charity,  for  which  he  collected  the 
rents,  and  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  following: — 
F.  B.  Oerton  (the  mayor),  Adams,  Tomlinson,  Thacker,  Broad- 
hurst,  and  Archer. 

The  Mayor  stated  that  only  five  of  the  gardens  could  be 
accounted  for,  whereas  there  ought  to  be  nine.  According  to 
documents  in  his  possession,  six  were  clearly  established.  The 
three  missing  contained  89  perches.  He  thought  the  property 
was  capable  of  being  made  much  more  valuable,  and  if  let  for 
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building  would  produce  a  considerably  enlarged  income.  The 
nett  rent  received  for  land  and  gardens  amounted  to  only 
£40  18s.  2d., — the  income  not  having  increased  for  forty  years. 
He  further  remarked,  that  no  trustees  had  been  appointed  since 
the  year  1726,  and  that  the  property  had  been  in  consequence 
greatly  neglected ;  that  the  council  were  in  ignorance  of  the 
existence  of  the  charities,  and  were  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  a  more  efficient  body  of  trustees  appointed. 

The  Inspector  replied,  that  it  came  within  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  submit  schemes  to  Parliament,  and  to  remodel  charity 
trusts  in  a  manner  beyond  the  powers  of  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
but  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  day.  He  would,  after  the  inquiry 
was  completed,  cause  a  scheme  to  be  preferred  and  laid  before 
the  Board,  which  he  trusted  would  effect  all  the  objects  which 
the  corporation  and  the  inhabitants  had  in  view,  and  render  the 
charities  much  more  beneficial  to  the  town. 

It  was  believed  that  the  front  of  the  land  in  Bath-street,  on 
which  the  almshouses  stand,  would  let  most  profitably  on  build- 
ing leases ;  and  also,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that  another 
site  more  suitable  and  commodious  should  be  provided,  the 
present  building  (which  comprises  six  tenements,  each  contain- 
ing a  single  apartment,)  being  considered  most  unwholesome. 
It  was  here  observed  that  the  inmates — six  old  women  of  the 
parish,  generally  widows, — were  chosen  by  the  vicar,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  select  them  from  a  class  of  persons  somewhat 
above  the  merest  paupers,  but  that  this  attempt  to  raise  the 
class  of  recipients  had,  in  some  measure,  been  prevented  by 
the  confined  and  unhealthy  character  of  the  present  dwellings ; 
that  some  of  the  aged  almspeople  received  a  quarterly  allowance 
of  £1  13s.  4d.,  which  almost  exhausted  the  income  of  the 
charity ;  and  that  the  expenses  of  attendance  and  repairs  were 
simply  made  by  private  assistance. 

The  Mayor  then  drew  attention  to  a  piece  of  land  adjoining 
the  almshouses  (and  formerly  used  as  a  drying  ground  for  the 
inmates),  which  had  been  enclosed  by  the  proprietor  of  the 
White  Hart,  Dudley-street,  thus  depriving  the  almspeople  of 
the  yard.  For  this  encroachment  it  appeared  no  license  was 
ever  obtained,  and  no  acknowledgement  or  rent  had  ever  been 
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paid.  He  (the  mayor)  had,  however,  been  informed  that  the 
present  owner  of  the  ''White  Swan''  was  perfectly  willing  to 
admit  that  this  land  in  question  formerly  belonged  to  the 
charity,  and  to  hold  the  same  under  the  trustees. 

Mr.  Edward  Tomlinson  was  examined  about  a  garden  which 
he  formerly  rented,  belonging  to  the  almshouse  charity,  and  the 
situation  of  which  it  was  difficult  now  to  determine.  Mr.  Tom- 
linson stated  that  it  was  at  the  back  of  Dudley-street,  adjoining 
where  he  formerly  resided,  and  for  which  he  paid  10s.  6d. 
per  annum. 

It  was  shown  by  an  order  of  the  Commissioners  of  Charitable 
Inquiry,  on  the  17th  May,  1726,  that  Edward  Leigh,  of  Rushall, 
who  was  found  to  be  the  heir  of  William  Leigh,  surviving 
trustee  of  the  land,  should  convey  the  trust  to  Walter  Gough 
and  four  others,  they  being  the  assignees  to  the  property 
belonging  to  the  almshouses ;  but  it  did  not  seem  that  this 
conveyance  had  ever  been  made.  It  was  also  proved  by  the 
report  of  the  parish  in  1804,  that  the  Rev.  W.  Leigh  was  then 
the  heir-at-law,  but  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  steps  having 
been  since  taken  to  get  in  the  legal  estate. 

The  property  of  this  charity  was  now  disposed  of  as  follows : — 

£    s.  d. 
1.— The  land  at  Townsend,  given  by  George  Hawe,  and  con- 
taining 1a.  1b.  16f.,  and  occupied  by  the  Birmingham 

Canal  Company  at  a  rental  of 21    0    0 

2.— Three  lots  let  to  Mr.  Oerton,  for  12    0    0 

3. — Land  oocnpied  by  Broadhnrst  and  Aubin 1  18    0 

4— A  piece  of  land  let  to  Mr.  William  Wood 3  17    8 

S.^Ditto     ditto     ditto   William    Adams,    (deceased)   and 

underlet  to  Mr.  Maclnalty 0  16    0 

6. — ^A  garden  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Tomlinson 0  13    6 

7.— Ditto  ditto  Mr.  Jackson 0    6    0 

8.— A  payment  from  Mr.  Henry  Highway,  who  had  purchased 
the  houses  which  looked  out  on  the  churchyard,  and  one 
house  at  the  top  of  the  church  steps,  leading  into  the 
churchyard  on  the  left,  or  northern  side.  This  sum  is 
paid  yearly  as  an  acknowledgement  for  the  right  of  way.     0    8    0 

Total  income £40  18    2 

The  Inspector,  on  this  point,  said,  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  conceive  how  an  acknowledgement  should  come  to  be  made 
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to  the  charity,  which  had  no  interest  in  the  adjacent  property. 
The  Commissioners,  in  their  inquiry  of  1823,  seem  to  have 
been  satisfied  that  the  charity  had  no  claim  on  the  houses,  in 
respect  to  which  the  rental  was  paid.  He  further  stated  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  property  of  the  charity  was  susceptible  of 
great  improvement,  and  that  much  of  it  would  be  taken  as  a 
site  for  building,  if  any  power  existed  to  deal  with  it ;  but  as  it 
stood,  the  persons  in  possession  had  been  allowed  to  occupy  it 
without  any  increase  of  rent,  and  without  any  steps  having 
been  taken  to  preserve  the  property  from  encroachment,  or 
to  ascertain  its  boundaries. 

Blanch  Wollaston's  Charity. 

Blanch  Wollaston,  by  will,  dated  30th  January,  1676,  gave 
and  devised  to  her  son  Thomas  Wollaston,  and  his  assignees, 
certain  lands  in  Great  Barr ;  and  also  a  tenement  in  Hall-lane, 
then  lately  assigned  to  her  for  the  remainder  of  a  term  of  950 
years,  together  with  all  the  profit  and  benefit  of  her  personal 
estate ;  and  the  testatrix  directed  that  the  executors  should, 
after  the  death  of  her  said  son,  hold  the  land  in  Great  Barr,  for 
the  uses  following,  namely : — 10s.  of  the  rents  to  be  yearly 
bestowed  on  twenty  poor  widows  of  the  borough  of  Walsall, 
equally,  and  the  residue  to  be  annually  applied  to  apprenticing 
poor  boys  and  girls;  and  she  further  declared,  that  aU  her 
personal  estate,  goods,  and  chattels,  before  bequeathed  to  her 
son  Thomas,  should  after  his  death  be  disposed  of  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  the  rents  and  profit  of  which  to  be  applied 
to  the  like  charitable  purposes ;  £5  yearly  to  be  distributed 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Church  Bicknell,  in  the 
county  of  Warwick,  and  the  residue,  in  placing  out  poor  boys 
and  girls  of  the  borough  of  Walsall,  apprentices;  and  she 
appointed  William  Pearson  and  Clement  Wall,  executors,  and 
James  Orton,  and  Samuel  Adey,  supervisors. 

By  indenture,  dated  27th  June,  10  William  III.,  between 
Mary  and  Anne  Pearson,  co-heiresses-at-law  of  WilHam 
Pearson,  the  executor  above  named,  of  the  first  part,  and  Mary 
Pearson,  widow  and  representative  of  the  said  William  Pearson^ 
of  the  second  part,  and  Richard  Palmer  and  others,  of  the  third 
part ;  recites  amongst  other  matters,  the  death  of  the  testatrix. 
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and  also  that  of  Clement  Wall,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
personal  estate  devised  to  Thomas  WoUaston^  came  into  the 
hands  of  William  Pearson,  who  received  the  rents  of  the  lands 
in  Great  Barr,  Ac,  since  the  decease  of  Blanch,  ''the  said 
Thomas  WoUaston  been  then  lately  dead,  and  standing  in  no 
need  thereof  daring  his  life."  The  indenture  farther  witnessed, 
that  the  said  execators  purchased  for  £171  28.,  certain  closes, 
called  West  Brook  Fields,  in  the  parish  of  Aldridge,  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  will,  viz. : — £5  to  the  poor  of  Church 
Bicknell^  and  the  residue  in  putting  out  apprentices  in  the 
borough  of  Walsall.  And  also  that  the  said  co-heiresses  and 
representative  of  William  Pearson,  had  sold  to  Richard  Palmer 
and  others,  the  lands  at  Great  Barr,  to  hold  the  same  upon 
trust,  yearly  to  distribute  10s.  to  twenty  poor  widows  of  the 
borough  of  Walsall ;  and  also  the  tenement  in  Hall-lane,  for 
the  remainder  of  the  term  950  years,  the  rent  and  profit  of 
which  to  be  added  to  the  apprenticeship  fund. 

Commissioners'  Report  (1823),  and  opinion,  thereon: — 

"  Of  these  rents,  £5  is  ammally  distributed,  on  St.  Thomas's  Day,  to  poor 
housekeepers  of  Church  Bicknell. 

£4  is  given  to  forty  poor  widows  of  Walsall  borough,  in  sums  of  2s.  each. 
The  residue— after  deducting  expense  of  the  meetings  of  trustees,  varying 
from  £4  to  £8.,  occasional  repairs  of  the  house  in  Hall-lane,  and  also  on  the 
farms,  and  an  annual  sum  of  £3  10s.  to  the  secretary,  for  salary,  stamps,  &c. — is 
set  apart  for  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the  borough  of  Walsall. 

"  At  the  meeting  of  the  trustees,  the  affairs  of  several  other  charities,  of 
which  they  have  the  management  are  transacted,  but  they  are  chiefly  small 
charities,  and  the  bulk  of  the  expense  b  charged  to  this  fund. 

"  The  children  are  selected  from  amongst  the  poor,  by  the  vestry  derk.  They 
are  first  sent  to  the  place  designed  for  them,  on  trial,  for  a  month  or  six  weeks, 
and  if  the  parties  approve  of  each  other,  they  are  submitted  for  the  magistrates' 
sanction,  upon  whose  approbation  they  are  bound  out ;  the  girls  till  twenty-one, 
or  maxriage>  and  the  boys  till  twe|ity-one,  according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament  for 
parish  apprentices. 

"  The  premiums  given,  have  varied  in  the  last  ten  years,  from  £1  10s.  to 
£3  10s.,  and  only  in  one  instance  £5  was  given.  The  number  bound  out  in  the 
last  ten  years,  was  sixty-nine  boys,  and  five  girls,  with  premiums  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  £174  Ids.    The  expense  of  the  indentures  is  paid  out  of  the 
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"The  babnce  in  hands,  at  the  annual  settlement  in  'Siaj,  1S23,  vas 
£2S1  19s.  2d.  The  bankers,  Messrs.  Barber  and  Marshall,  allow  foar  per  cent, 
interest,  which  is  annually  added  to  the  charity.  In  1S04,  there  was  no  balance 
in  hands,  nor  any  reg'ular  book  accounts;  there  is  now  one  for  the  entry  of  orders 
and  regulations,  and  another  for  accounts,  which  are  audited  yearly  by  the 
trustees. 

"  The  only  account  we  could  obtain  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the 
charity,  previous  to  1801,  was  a  statement  purporting  to  be  the  receipt  and 
disbursement  of  the  charity,  by  William  Pearson,  for  fourteen  years,  namely, 
from  1740,  to  1753,  inclusive.  During  this  period,  the  rent  is  stated  to  be  JB15 
per  year,  producing  in  the  whole,  £210 ;  timber  cut  down,  £42  12s.  6d. ;  total, 
£252  12s.  6d.  The  disbursements  in  the  same  period  being  £255  12b.  8d., 
leaving  a  balance  of  £3  Os.  2d.  due  to  the  accountant. 

"  If  the  trustees  were  to  select  children  to  be  bound  out  voluntarily,  and  not 
as  parish  apprentices,  there  is  no  doubt  this  charity  might  be  more  extensively 
and  beneficially  administered." 

R/;cent  Inquiry^  1855. 
G.  B.  Stubbs^  Esq.,  solicitor  to  the  trustees,  was  first  called 
on  to  give  eridence.    He  laid  certain  deeds  before  the  Inspector, 
with  reference  to  a  bequest,  under  will  bearing  date  1676,  from 
Blanch  Wollaston,  of  property  called  the  '^  Wollaston  Estate, " 
and  said  that  he  had  been  unable  to  find  the  will  of  Mrs.  Wol- 
laston, but  produced  a  bond  executed  twenty  years  afler  the 
will,  remarking  that  it  might  be  inferred  from  that  document, 
that  the  bequest  was  purely  intended  for  boys  and  girls  of  the 
borough,  the  words  being  "in  the  borough  of  Walsall."     A 
condition  of  the  bond  was,  that  the  funds  should  be  expended 
in  "  putting  out,  and  placing,  poor  boys  and  girls  of  the  town 
of  Walsall."     This  bond  was  dated  the  11th  May,  1697.     That 
the  trustees  of  the  real  estate  were  J.  B.  Adams,  J.  V.  Barber, 
Arthur  Adams,  Charles  Adams,  Rupert  Adams,  H.  Box,  P.  A. 
Edwards,  J.  Beddoe,  and  Philip  Perks  Pratt ;  and  that  when 
the  trustees  were  reduced  to  three,  fresh  ones  were  appointed. 
In  1818,  new  trustees  were  selected,  and  others  were  added  in 
1846.     According  to  the  existing  scheme,  it  had  been  found 
impossible  to  find  a  sufficient  number  of  objects  on  whom  to 
expend  the  income,  £65,  and  consequently  a  balance  had  been 
accumulating.     Many  years  since  a  large  amount  of  this  surplus 
had  been  lost  by  the  bankruptcy  of  Messrs.    Barber  and  Mar- 
shall, the  bankers  in  whose  hands  the  fund  was  deposited.     In 
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Jiine^  1851^  a  sum  of  £255  was  invested  in  the  funds^  and  the 
interest  arising  from  this  had  raised  the  income  to  £73.  A 
farther  balance  of  about  £100  was  now  lying  in  the  Walsall 
Bank. 

Mr.  Mason^  secretary  to  the  estate^  was  next  examined. 
He  said  that  the  expenditure,  so  far  as  it  had  gone,  had  been 
applied  annually  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  Church  Bicknell, 
and  to  poor  widows  of  Walsall  borough,  the  former  receiving 
£5,  and  the  latter  £4.  These  sums  were  distributed,  the  former 
by  the  churchwardens  of  Church  Bicknell,  and  the  latter  by  the 
trustees,  to  the  most  deserving  persons,  chiefly  necessitous 
widows,  of  whom  forty,  in  Walsall,  received  an  allowance  of  28, 
each. 

The  Inspector  observed  that,  according  to  the  will,  it  ap- 
peared that  a  sum  of  10s.  only,  should  be  divided  amongst 
twenty  poor  widows. 

Mr.  Stubbs  here  explained,  that  the  increase  from  10s.  to 
£4,  was  in  consequence  of  the  property  having  increased  in  value, 
and  the  trustees  were  very  careful  in  distributing  it  to  those 
most  deserving. 

The  Inspector  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  increased  fund 
might  be  disposed  of  more  advantageously,  by  dividing  the 
funds,  as  originally  intended  by  the  donor,  amongst  twenty 
only.  The  overplus  to  be  devoted  to  schools,  for  the  education 
of  the  poorer  classes. 

Another  bequest,  under  the  same  will,  was  for  placing  out 
children  as  apprentices. 

Mr.  Stubbs  here  remarked,  that  the  deed  specified,  that 
''this  bequest  was  for  the  benefit  of  those  residing  in  the 
borough  only,  not  for  the  foreign.''  A  specific  sum  was  given 
for  each  apprentice,  but  the  amount  varied  from  £1  to  £3  10s. 
Nine  boys  had  been  put  out  as  apprentices  from  May,  1854,  to 
May,  1855.  The  total  amount  of  premiums  given  was  £19. 
The  lowest  in  any  single  instance  was  £1,  and  the  highest 
£3  10s.  In  most  instances,  the  money  was  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  clothes,  and  other  requisites  for  the  apprentices ;  but 
in  some  cases  it  was  for  the  father  who  wished  to  apprentice  his 
son,  and  possessed  not  the  means  of  so  doing.  The  trustees, 
in  all  cases,  freed  themselves  of  responsibility. 
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The  Inspector  replied,  that  the  funds  were  badly  distribated, 
and  suggested  the  propriety  of  establishing  schools  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  young.  He  would  wish  to  know  from  Mr.  Stubbs 
if  all  the  boys  to  whom  premiums  were  given  had  actually 
been  apprenticed. 

Mr.  Stubbs  answered  in  the  affirmative,  having  himself 
attested  the  execution  of  the  indentures. 

Robert  Parker's  Charity,  (No.  1.) 

Commission  of  Inquiry  in  1823. 

Robert  Parker,  by  will  dated  10th  January,  19th  James  I., 
(1624)  bequeathed  to  the  master  wardens,  and  assistants  of 
the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  in  London,  £400,  to  be  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  land  and  tenements,  to  pay  £20 
annually  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Walsall,  and  all  the 
villages  and  towns  thereto  belonging,  to  be  distributed  for  ever, 
at  Christmas,  in  the  manner  following : — to  Great  Bloxwich, 
the  sum  of  £6  13s.  4d. ;  to  Little  Bloxwich,  Goscott,  Harden, 
Colepool,  Ru  shall,  Dawend,  Pelsall,  Shelfield,  Woodend,  and 
Caldmore,  the  like  sum  of  £6  ISs.  4d. ;  and  the  same  amount 
to  the  poor  of  Walsall  town.  He  also  directed  that  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  several  places,  and  the 
overseers  for  the  time  being,  should  have  a  ^^  conscionable 
care  '*  that  this  money  was  given  in  accordance  with  his  will. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  any  lands  had  been  pur- 
chased with  the  legacy ;  but  the  sum  of  £20,  as  the  interest 
thereof,  was  annually  received  by  the  vestry  clerk  from  the 
Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  and  paid  over  to  the  church- 
wardens for  the  borough,  who  disposed  of  it  in  connection 
with  the  gift  of  John  Parker. 

About  the  year  1820,  the  churchwardens  of  the  foreign, 
conceiving  that  Bloxwich,  and  the  hamlets  in  the  foreign,  did 
not  receive  their  due  proportion  of  these  charities,  claimed 
from  the  churchwardens  of  the  borough  an  increased  payment, 
amounting  to  £18  13s.  4d.,  calculated  upon  the  principle  of 
giving  to  Grreat  Bloxwich  one-third  of  Robert  Parker's  giit, 
and  one-third  of  John  Parker's  (including  in  the  last  item, 
the  four  hamlets  of  Little  Bloxwich,  Harden,  Goscott,  and 
Colepool) ;    and   dividing    another  third   equally   among  the 
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ten  places  mentioned  in  Robert  Parker's  will,  seven  of  which 
are  hamlets  in  the  foreign;  and  also  a  third  of  the  distri- 
batable  portion  of  the  gift  among  the  six  places  specified 
in  the  benefaction  table  as  entitled  to  one  share  of  John  Parker's 
charity,  four  of  which  are  hamlets  in  the  foreign.  The  church- 
wardens of  the  borough  admitted  the  fairness  of  this  claim, 
and  allowed  it  in  account  (there  being  an  open  account  between 
the  officers  of  the  two  divisions  of  the  parish),  and  proposed 
that  such  course  should  be  followed  in  future. 

The  report  states,  that  the  portion  of  these  charities  belong- 
ing to  the  poor  of  the  borough  was  given  away  in  gowns  and 
chemises  to  poor  old  women,  principally  widows — forty  of  each 
yearly — the  persons  being  selected  by  the  churchwardens,  who 
kept  a  list  of  them,  making  alterations  therein  as  they  might 
see  occasion.  The  produce  of  two  other  charities,  Syveme's 
and  Webb's,  was  added  to  the  fund  for  providing  this 
clothing. 

The  portion  assigned  to  the  foreign — ^afber  deducting  the 
sum  of  20s.,  which  was  carried  to  the  churchwarden's  accounts 
for  the  repairs  of  the  chapel— was  distributed  among  the  poor 
generally,  without  any  particular  reference  to  the  shares  of  the 
respective  hamlets.  It  was  given  away,  together  with  other 
charity  money,  at  one  distribution,  in  the  course  of  the  spring, 
at  Bloxwich  chapel,  or  at  the  workhouse,  in  sums  varying  from 
one  to  five  shillings,  according  to  the  merits  and  necessities  of 
the  applicants^old  persons  and  widows  were  principally 
selected. 

OFIKION  OV  TEX  COMXISSIOKEBS. 

The  principle  of  apportionment  may  be  conaidered  as  defective ;  inasmuch  as 
it  gives  equal  sums  to  each  of  these  hamlets  and  towns,  without  reference  to  the 
difference  of  their  population.  If  any  variation  can  be  made  upon  this  conaidera- 
tion,  we  conceive  that  it  can  only  be  done  by  consultation  among  the  parish 
officers  of  the  different  pUces,  grounded  upon  their  local  knowledge. 

The  payments  to  the  different  ministers  are  made  when  applied  for;  but 
there  were,  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  some  arrears  due  to  each  of  them,  in 
the  hands  of  the  ehnzdiwaidtes.    It  does  not  appear  that  any  particular  sermons 
re  now  preached  in  respect  of  these  payments.* 

*  The  ptynenU  here  aUuded  to»  refer  to  John  Perker'e  eherity. 
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Benefaction  to  the  Organist,  (No.  2.)* 
By  said  will,  (10th  Jan.,  1624),  Robert  Parker  bequeathed 
another  sum  of  £100  to  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  upon 
condition  that  lauds  and  tenements  should  be  purchased,  "  to 
pay  £4  yearly,  at  Christmas,  to  the  organ  player  in  Walsall 
church,  and  20s.  to  his  man  who  bloweth  the  bellows/*  This 
money  was  not  laid  out  in  land,  but  £5  per  annum,  as  the  in- 
terest thereof,  is  paid  by  the  Merchant  Tailors*  Company  to 
the  organist  of  the  parish  church,  whose  salary  is  made  up  by 
an  annual  collection  at  the  church. 

Gift  to  Great  Bloxwich,  (No.  8.) 
Robert  Parker,  by  same  will,  gave  to  Great  Bloxwich,  where 
he  was  born,  and  to  the  chapel  there,  one  leasow,  or  pasture  of 
land,  called  Ley  Haye,  in  Woodhall  Field,  upon  the  condition 
that  the  poor  of  Great  Bloxwich,  old  men  and  women,  such  as 
had  most  need  and  were  past  labour,  should  have  208.  every 
quarter  of  a  year  for  ever,  out  of  the  yearly  profits  and  rents ; 
the  remainder  of  the  rents  to  be  appropriated  to  repairing  the 
chapel,  and  keeping  the  clock  thereof  in  order.  The  Commis- 
sioners, in  their  report  of  1823,  state, — 

"  The  Ley  Haye  conaista  of  five  closes,  numbered  in  the  map  of  the  foreign 
791,  794,  and  804^  and  stated  therein  to  contain  together  13a.  3a.  34p.  About  a 
quarter  of  an  acre  more  is  occupied  by  the  Wyrley  and  Essington  canal,  which 
runs  through  the  land,  and  for  which  the  canal  company  pay  a  compensation  of  £2 
a-year  to  the  tenant.  The  land  is  let  by  the  churchwardens  at  the  annual  rent 
of  £20,  for  a  term  of  14  years,  from  Lady-day,  1820.  The  tenant  had  not  executed 
the  lease,  nor  paid  any  rent,  at  the  time  of  our  examination,  but  he  had  promised 

*  Entry  ih  Court  of  Chanokrt  Fbogebdinos  — 221.  Walsall,  Staffordshire. 
The  Organist's  Charity. — ^William  Eyland,  of  Walsall,  organist  of  the  parish 
church — The  corporation  of  Walsall,  John  James,  Moses  Eyland,  Edward 
Holden,  and  James  H.  Bobbins,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Walsall  (trustees 
of  the  charity).— Messrs.  Fhilpott  and  Son,  Montague-place,  Bussell-square,  for 
the  relator. — 1 5th  August,  1840.  Information  signed  by  the  Attorney-General, 
praying  for  a  declaration  that  the  charity  property  was  liable  to  the  annual 
payment  of  £4  to  the  organist  of  the  parish  church  of  Walsall.  To  ascertain  of 
what  the  charity  property  consisted.  For  payment  of  the  arrears  of  the  ssid 
annual  sum  to  relator  Eyland,  and  for  a  direction  to  the  defendants  to  pay  the  said 
sum  annually  to  the  relator  and  his  successors— >There  is  neither  property  nor 
income,  the  property  having  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  in  part  payment 
of  the  cosu.— [Hungry  parent  I  thus  to  eat  iu  child's  esute  up.] 
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to  do  SO.  The  rent  appears  to  be  a  fair  one.  The  previous  tenant  held  the  land 
at  the  rent  of  £35,  bnt  he  was  unable  to  pay  the  same.  There  is  also  an  aUotment 
of  land,  of  about  four  acres,  in  Essingi^on  Wood,  held  under  the  Essington 
enclosure  act,  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £4 10s." 

Recent  Inquiry  (1S55). 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James,  the  late  legal  adviser  to  the  trustees,  was  first  called 
upon  to  give  evidence  in  this  case,  which  exhibited  misapplication  and  expenditure 
of  the  most  reckless  and  disgraceful  character.  He  said  that  on  the  11th  of 
August,  1838,  the  churchwardens  granted  a  lease  of  the  charity  estate  for  four- 
teen years,  to  James  Smallman,  at  a  sufface  rent  of  £20,  and  a  fixed  minimum 
royalty  of  £120.  An  information  was  filed  at  the  relation  of  Thomas  James,  and 
afterwards  changed  to  Edward  James,  against  the  churchwi^rdens  for  the  time 
being— the  cause  being  called  "  Attorney-general  v.  Bealey,"— to  establish  the 
charity,  for  the  conveyance  of  the  legal  estate  from  the  heir-at-law  of  the  surviv- 
ing trustee,  to  new  trustees,  and  for  a  scheme  for  the  administration  of  the  funds 
accruing  from  the  lease  of  the  mines.  Iwthis  suit  he  (Mr.  James)  was  solicitor 
for  the  trustees,  and  Mr.  Hinchdiffe  was  solicitor  for  the  parish.  An  application 
was  made  for  the  appointment  of  receiver,  after  the  answers  were  in,  and  the 
suit,  which  had  now  become  (if  it  had  not  originally  been)  hostile,  a  long  contest 
took  place  in  the  master's  office,  on  the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  and  subse- 
quently on  the  choice  of  trustees.  The  scheme  was  also  the  subject  of  much 
contest. 

Mr.  James,  in  answer  to  questions  by  the  Inspector : — "  I  was  solicitor  for  the 
receiver,  who  was  four  years  in  office — four  accounts  were  passed.  The  receiver 
was  discharged  in  the  year  1849.  I  have  no  papers.  Mr.  Farkes  was  my  profes- 
sional agent,  and  afterwards  Messrs.  Fearon  and  Clabon.  I  have  a  letter  from 
Messrs.  Fearon  and  Clabon,  dated  11th  June,  1855,  in  which  they  say  'the 
receiver  was,  as  you  are  aware,  discharged  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1849,'  (the 
letter  was  here  produced).  The  moneys  all  passed  through  my  hands,  from  the 
time  the  receiver  was  appointed,  and  during  the  progress  of  the  suit.  The 
endorsement  (produced)  to  receiver's  4th  year's  account,  is  in  my  own  band- 
writing.  The  receiver's  salary  was  £20  per  annum.  In  1852, 1  was  compelled  to 
take  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Act,  and  my  cash  books  and  ledgers  were  given 
up  to  the  officer.  All  my  papers  are  now  in  Birmingham.  I  appUed  to  the 
officers  for  leave  to  examine  the  books,  but  could  not  do  so.  I  sent  a  clerk  to 
Birmingham,  to  look  through  the  papers  there  for  the  bill  of  costs,  and  he  could 
not  find  them.  After  the  appointment  of  the  trustees,  and  before  the  secretary 
was  appointed,  the  trustees  received  notice  that  the  South  Staffordshire  Railway 
would  intersect  the  land,  and  I  presented  a  petition  against  the  bill,  in  order  that 
a  better  arrangement  might  be  made.  It  would  have  stopped  access  to  the  canal, 
and  the  object  was  to  make  a  better  arrangement  with  the  company.  I  presented 
that  petition  with  the  anthoiity  of  the  trustees.  A  bill  of  costs  was  incurred  by 
me,  of,  I  think,  £68.  I  did  not  lead  the  trustees  to  believe  that  the  costs  would 
not  exceed  £5." 
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Mr.  Stubbs,  the  new  Secretary  to  the  charity,  was  next  examined,  and  stated 
that  he  applied  to  Messrs.  Eearon  and  Clabon,  in  1S53,  as  to  the  funds  in  court, 
if  any,  but  received  no  answer.  An  order  was  made  in  June,  184S,  that  the 
receiver  should  pay  into  the  Bank  of  England,  a  certain  sum  of  money,  amount- 
ing to  £240  15s.  7d.,  on  or  before  July,  1848,  and  the  next  accounts,  between 
25th  December,  1847,  and  25th  December,  1848,  amounting  to  £185  2s.  2d., 
were  also  ordered  to  be  paid  in,  making  a  total  of  £425  17s.  9d.  There  was  no 
evidence  to  show  that  such  order  had  been  complied  tcith.  The  payments  for 
royalty  and  rents  from  September,  1838,  lo  Lady-day,  1849,  were  £1,567  10s.  4d. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  remarked  that  the  total  sum  received  down  to  December, 
1844,  was  believed  to  be  £474  19s.  8d.,  and  the  whole  amount  paid  into  court  by 
the  churchwardens,  was  £200. 

Mr.  Eglinton,  in  his  examination,  said :— 1  was  the  receiver  of  this  charity ; 
I  ceased  to  hold  office  in  the  year  1849 ;  I  gave  security ;  my  securities  were  Mr. 
H.  Hale,  builder,  Walsall,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Edkins,  printer,  Bridgnorth ;  I  kui 
no  order  for  my  discharge ;  when  the  iftw  trustees  were  appointed,  I  considered 
my  power  had  ceased ;  I  paid  over  the  balances,  from  time  to  time,  to  Mr.  James, 
as  solicitor  in  the  suit ;  1  had  no  knowledge  after  that,  of  what  became  of  the 
money. 

Mr.  James  (by  the  Inspector) — I  don't  know  what  was  done,  I  left  these 
matters  more  to  my  agent  than  to  myself,  if  there  were  such  sums  received  after 
the  date  of  the  order. 

Mr.  Eglington,— The  gross  amount  I  received  was  £928  8s.  6d. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  (who  had  spent  considerable  time  in  endeavouring  to  trace  m 
the  books,  entries  of  monies  on  account  of  the  charity,  but  in  vain,)  observed,  in 
answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  James,  that  it  was  quite  evident  £1,400  had  been 
received  from  the  date  of  the  first  lease,  nearly  £500  of  which  was  unaccounted 
for,  and  in  his  opinion  had  found  its  way  into  private  pockets.  In  the  year  when 
the  first  payment  of  £60  for  the  half-year's  royalty  was  paid,  £58  was  given  to 
Mr.  Newman,  by  the  then  churchwardens,  Messrs.  James  and  Pratt,  for  services 
said  to  have  been  rendered  by  him  in  the  course  of  some  legal  proceedings,  to 
which  the  churchwardens  were  parties,  but  which  had  no  rrfercnce  to  the  charity. 

Mr.  James  replied  that  the  subsequent  costs  should  have  been  paid  to  him  out 
of  the  £425.  All  the  money,  up  to  the  time  of  the  bill  being  filed,  was  applied 
to  parish  purposes. 

It  appeared,  from  the  Inspector's  statement,  that  the  whole  qf  the  momep  pend 
into  court  had  been  epeni  in  the  suit,  being  no  less  a  sum  than  £1,229  Ifis.  5dL 

Hr.  Joseph  Gurta,  of  WalsaU,  as  the  agent  of  Mr.  Mellish,  pays  to  the 
churchwardens  of  Bloxwich  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  yearly,  which  they  cany 
to  the  account  of  the  fund  distributed  in  the  maimer  mentioned  under  Joba 
Farker^s  charity. 

From  the  same  source,  the  constable  of  the  borough  (appointed  aiumallr  by 
the  Court  Leet),  receives  a  further  sum  of  one  pound  per  annum,  which  lie  gives 
away  on  Good  Friday,  to  sixty  widows^  in  sums  of  foor-penoe  eadi. 
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John  Paekbe^s  Charity. 

John  Parker,  by  will  dated  3rd  August,  1620,  gave  £20 
yearly  for  ever,  issuing  and  payable  out  of  the  manor  of 
Langthome,  in  Yorkshire,  to  be  distributed  as  follows : — ^'£10 
to  be  divided  within  four  days  before  Christmas,  and  £10 
within  four  days  before  Easter,  among  the  poorest  inhabitants 
dwelling  in  Walsall,  Rushall,  Bloxwich,  and  Harden,  and  in 
other  odd  houses  within  the  parish  of  Walsall,  to  every  house, 
either  5s.,  or  6s.  8d.,  or  10s.,  according  to  the  number  which 
should  be  found  to  have  great  need  thereof,  but  in  no  case  less 
than  5s.  a-house/^  and  he  devised  for  the  preaching  of  sixteen 
sei-mons,  £8  yearly,  10s.  a-sermon,  four  in  the  parish  church  of 
Walsall,  four  in  Rushall,  and  eight  in  the  chapel  of  Bloxwich ; 
also  40s.  yearly,  for  repairing  and  keeping  in  order  the  said 
chapel,  and  chapel  yard,  making  in  all  £30  per  annum ;  and  he 
further  directed  that  "  three  honest  men  of  Walsall,  three  of 
Bloxwich,  three  of  Rushall,  and  one  of  Harden,  should  be 
trustees,  to  distribute  the  poor^s  money,  and  make  choice 
of  the  preachers.^' 

By  certain  codicils  to  this  will,  dated  8th  August,  1625, 
and  12th  February,  1626,  these  bequests  were  reduced  to  £20 
a-year,  and  a  moiety  of  the  number  of  said  yearly  sermons, 
and  also  a  moiety  of  the  poor's  distribution,  were  in  proportion 
abated. 

By  indenture  dated  27th  June,  1628,  Nicholas  Parker,  of 
Bloxwich,  in  pursuance  of  the  said  charitable  bequests,  and 
performance  of  a  decree  made  in  Chancery,  dated  31st  May 
preceding,  between  William  Chilcott,  gentleman,  complainant, 
and  the  said  Nicholas  Parker,  defendant  (in  a  suit,  instituted 
among  other  things,  for  the  establishment  of  the  said  charity,) 
granted  and  confirmed  to  Henry  Stone,  and  six  others,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  an  annuity  or  rent-charge  of  £20,  issuing 
out  of  the  said  manor  of  Langfthome,  to  be  paid  at  Lady-day 
and  Michaelmas,  in  trust,  and  to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner 
as  declared  by  the  will  of  the  said  John  Parker,  with  power  of 
distress,  if  the  same  be  unpaid  for  twenty-eight  days. 

3a 
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On  an  old  benefaction  table,  the  distribution  of  this  charity 

is  thus  described  : — 

£  8.  d. 
For  four  sermons,  to  be  yearly  preached  in  Bloxwich  Chapel, 

10s.  asermon 2    0  0 

For  two  sermons  in  Walsall  Church,  10s.  a  sermon   10  0 

For  two  ditto,  in  Rushall  Church,  10s.  a  sermon 10  0 

For  the  repair  of  Bloxwich  Chapel,  yearly 16  8 

To  the  poor  of  Great  Bloxwich,  Little  Bloxwich,  Harden, 

Goscott,  and  Coalpool  4  17  10 

To  the  poor  of  Shelfield,  Rushall,  Daw-end,  Wood-end,  Cald- 

moor,  Walsall,  Townsend,  and  other  houses  in  lanes  and 

places  in  the  foreign 4  17  9 

To  the  poor  of  Walsall  borough 4  17  9 

£20    0    0 

It  appeared  by  the  '^ Recent  Inquiry"  that  the  church- 
wardens took  upon  themselves  to  manage  the  charity,  though 
the  donor,  by  his  will,  distinctly  requires  specific  trustees. 
The  Inspector  said  that  new  trustees  should  be  appointed,  and 
that  he  would  take  notice  of  it  in  his  intended  scheme. 

The  Fishley,  Bentley  Hay,  Richard  Stone's,  and  Blue 
Coat  School  Charities,  are  all  united  under  one  body  of 
trustees,  and  were — during  the  "  Recent  Inquiry  " — ^taken  into 
consideration  collectively.  It  has  been  deemed  advisable, 
however,  before  entering  upon  the  investigation,  to  notice  each, 
in  separate  order,  according  to  former  inquisitions. 

The  Fishley  Charity.* 
By  an   indenture,  dated   2 1st   November,   1657,  between 
Henry  Stone,  of  Walsall,  of  the  first  part,  John  WoUaston  and 

♦  Entry  m  Coubtop  Chaxcert  Proceedings.— 677.  Walsall,  Staffordshire. — 
The  Bentley  Hay  and  Fishley  Charities. — John  James,  Richard  James,  Joseph 
Cowley,  James  Thornhill,  Charles  Eyland,  Edward  Lord,  Thomas  Hildick,  John 
Burton,  Joseph  Newman,  William  Smith,  and  Thomas  Pool  Brettle. — Mr.  Joseph 
Green  James,  of  WaUall,  for  the  petitioners  ;  agent,  Mr.  Joseph  Farkes,  21,  Great 
George-street,  Westminster. — 28th  May,  1 845.  Petition,  allowed  hy  the  Attorney- 
general,  praying  a  reference  to  the  Master,  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  grant- 
ing mining  leases  ;  and  if  so,  to  settle  the  form  of  such  leases,  and  also  to  certify 
the  probable  annual  income  of  such  charities  in  the  event  of  such  leases  being 
granted. — ^The  property  belonging  to  the  Bentley  Hay  Charity,  consists  of  mineiBl 
property,  a  small  house  and  a  rent-charge,  the  income  whereof  is  £37  10s.  per 
annum  :  and  the  property  belonging  to  the  Fishley  Charity  consists  of  land,  the 
income  whereof  is  £25  per  annum. 
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and  others^  of  the  second,  and  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of 
the  borough  and  foreign  of  Walsall,  of  the  third  part,  it  is 
recited: — ^'William  Parker,  citizen,  and  Merchant  Tailor  of 
London,  did,  by  his  will,  bequeath  the  sum  of  £200,  to  be 
employed  for  a  stock  to  set  the  poor  on  work  within  the  parish 
of  Walsall/'  This  amount  was  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  who  had  paid  the  same  to  some  of 
the  parishioners  of  Walsall.  It  is  further  recited,  that  upon 
the  demolishing  of  the  minister  church  at  Lichfield,  the  sum  of 
£100  of  the  money  raised  out  of  the  materials  thereof,  was 
allotted  to  the  parish  of  Walsall,  for  the  same  and  other  uses, 
and  was  procured  by  Sir  John  Wirley,  Knight,  and  the  said 
Henry  Stone,  two  of  the  commissioners  for  the  disposing  of 
the  said  money ;  also,  that  the  mayor  and  commonalty,  with 
the  advice  of  the  commissioners,  could  not  find  a  better  way  of 
setting  the  poor  on  work,  without  diminishing  the  stock,  than 
by  placing  out  poor  children  as  apprentices,  and  had  determined 
that  the  said  sums  of  £200  and  £100  should  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  applied  to 
that  purpose.  It  then  appears  that  the  said  Henry  Stone  had 
purchased  certain  lands  with  the  money,  and  granted  the  same 
to  John  WoUaston  and  others,  upon  trust  for  ever,  the  proceeds 
to  be  applied  as  aforesaid — one  moiety  for  the  borough,  and 
another  for  the  foreign.  It  is  further  shown,  that  one  Richard 
Francis  had  surrendered  to  the  said  Henry  Stone,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  a  close  of  land  in  Little  Bloxwich,  called  the 
*'  Haunch,''  which  the  said  Henry  Stone,  on  the  11th  August, 
1657,  covenanted  to  surrender  to  the  use  of  John  Wollaston 
and  others,  for  the  like  purpose  as  the  freehold  premises  before 
granted. 

OPINION  OF  THE  C01OIIS8I0NEBS. 

We  cannot  but  regret  that  a  more  efficient  use  has  not  been  made  of  the  funds 
of  this  charity.  The  principal  cause  of  the  non-application  of  so  large  a  portion 
seems  to  be  the  very  low  rate  of  premiums  given,  which  must  be  insufficient  to 
procure  respectable  situations  for  the  apprentices.  No  roason  is  assigned  for  the 
continued  adherence  to  these  small  sums,  but  that  they  have  been  the  customary 
fees,  and  that  an  idea  appears  to  have  prevailed  that  the  trustees  were  not 
authorised  to  enlarge  them.  If  the  children  were  not  put  out  as  parish  appren- 
tices (which  does  not  appear  necessary,  as  the  binding  is  altogether  voluntary), 
and  larger  premiums  were  given,  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt,  from  the  infor- 
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mation  we  received,  that  opportunities  would  easily  be  found  of  applying  the  whole 
income  of  the  charity,  and  in  a  more  beneficial  manner  than  the  present  system 
can  admit  of.  The  truth  of  this  appears  to  be  acknowledged,  and  we  trust  that 
«teps  will  be  taken  to  place  the  administration  of  the  charity  on  a  better  footing. 

Bentley  Hay  Chaetty. 

According  to  an  indenture,  bearing  date  23rd  April,  1702, 
between  Thomas  Price  and  Susannah  his  wife  of  the  one  part, 
and  Martin  Pashley  and  several  others,  all  of  Walsall,  of  the 
other  part,  a  suit  was  pending  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
between  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  borough  and  foreign 
of  Walsall,  and  Thomas  Lane,  Esq.,  concerning  the  payment 
of  £1 0  per  annum,  in  consideration  of  their  right  of  common  in 
Bentley  Hay  (then  in  his  possession),  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
the  borough,  pursuant  to  a  decree  formerly  made  in  the  Court 
of  Exchequer ;  and  also  that  the  same  had  been  referred  to  arbi- 
tration, when  it  was  awarded,  that  the  said  Thomas  Lane  should 
pay  to  the  mayor,  &c.,  of  the  said  borough  the  sum  of  £220,  to 
be  laid  out  by  them,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  poor,  in  such 
manner  as  should  be  deemed  by  them  most  convenient,  which 
sum  was  accordingly  paid — the  corporation  agreeing  to  appro- 
priate £141  Is.  6d.  of  the  amount  in  the  purchase  of  certain 
premises,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  aforesaid  Martin  Pashley,  Ac., 
for  the  purposes  stated. 

The  said  Thomas  and  Susannah  Price,  in  consideration  of 
this  £141  Is.  6d.,  enfeoffed  by  direction  of  the  mayor,  &c.,  to 
Martin  Pashley,  &c.,  and  their  heirs,  certain  buildings,  orchards, 
and  lands,  at  Great  Bloxwich,  and  a  field,  called  "  Woodhall 
Field,"  and  other  parcels  adjoining,  together  with  a  croft,  called 
'^  Lander^s  Croft,"  and  all  other  tenements  of  the  said  Thomas 
and  Susannah  Price,  in  Great  Bloxwich,  upon  trust  that  the 
mayor,  &c.,  should  receive  the  rents  and  issues  thereof,  for  the 
charitable  uses  before  mentioned. 

The  Commissioners  found,  upon  careful  inspection  of  the 
books,  that  in  ten  years,  from  1812  to  1821,  the  actual  receipts, 
after  allowing  £25  1  Is.  6d.  for  repairs,  amounted  to  £148  2s.  6d., 
and  that  the  expenditure  for  gowns  during  the  same  period  was 
£193  2s  .  3d.,  exceeding  the  receipts  by  £44  19s.  9d.  A  sum 
of  £2  6s.,  derivable  from  the  following  charity,  has  also  been 
made  contributary  to  the  supply  of  these  gowns  : — 
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EicHARD  Stone's  Charity  (of  Walsall). 

According  to  an  old  benefaction  table,  Richard  Stone,  of 

Walsall,  gave  twenty  shillings  yearly,  out  of  a  close  at  Bentley, 

called  ''  Park  Brook  Leasow,*'  to  buy  coats  at  Christide  for  two 

poor  people,   and   the  like   sum  of  twenty  shillings,  out  of 

Bentley  Leasow,  for  the  like  purpose,  as  well  as  six  shillings 

yearly,  to  be  spent  on  "  the  mayor  and  his  brethren,''  when 

they  should  meet  to  see  his  legacies  performed.     These  sums, 

amounting  in  all  to  £2  6s.  per  annum,  are  paid  by  the  proprietors 

of  the  Bentley  estate,  to  the  mayor  of  Walsall,  or  his  agents, 

for  these  charities. 

Syvebn's  Charity. 

Recent  Inquiry  (1855). 

According  to  an  old  benefaction  table,  William  Syvem,  by 
will  (no  date  mentioned),  gave  to  the  poor  of  Walsall  £100,  and 
several  temements  in  Birmingham  were  also  settled  for  the 
payment  of  £5  yearly  for  ever. 

It  appeared  that  this  sum  of  £5  was  charged  on  freehold 

property,  in  Horse-shoe  Yard,  St.  Martin's  Lane,  Edgbaston- 

street,  Birmingham,  and  that  the  charity  had  been  added  to 

the  gift  of  Thomas  Webbe ;  both  being  administered  together 

by  the  churchwardens  for  the  time  being.     Every  Sunday,  eight 

penny  loaves  were  given  away  in  the  church.     These  were  paid 

for  by  a  portion  from  Syvem's  charity,  and  a  portion  from 

Webbe's  gift.      The  balance  was  given  in  gowns,  &c.,  to  poor 

women  every  Christmas,  together  with  clothing,  under  Henry 

Sone's  charity. 

Webbe's  Charity. 

Recent  Inquiry  (1855). 
Thomas  Webbe,  by  deed  dated  11th  July,  1602,  gave  to 
John  Curties,  of  WalsaU  (then  mayor),  and  eleven  others,  their 
heirs,  and  assigns,  a  yearly  rent  of  twenty  shillings,  issuing  out 
of  Cow  Leasowe,  in  Shelfield,  in  trust,  to  distribute  among  the 
poor  of  Walsall,  on  Good  Friday  yearly  for  ever. — ^It  was  shown 
that  this  charity  was  distributed  in  connection  with  Syvem's. 

William  Parker's  Charity. 

Recent  Inquiry,  (1855). 

William  Parker,  by  will  dated  24th  May,  1613,  gave  to  the 
master  and  wardens  of  the  ''  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,"  the 
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sum  of  £400,  in  trust,  to  purchase  lands,  and  out  of  the  issues 
and  profits  thereof,  ^^to  pay  yearly  the  sum  of  £20  to  a  minister 
to  serve  the  cure  in  the  chapel  of  Great  Bloxwich,  being  a 
chapel  of  ease  in  the  parish  of  Walsall ;  provided  also  that 
such  minister  should  live  a  single  man,  and  unmarried,  and 
should  teach  freely  in  the  said  chapel,  or  the  dwelling-house 
(called  the  parson^ s  house),  the  male  children  of  Great  Blox- 
wich, Little  Bloxwich,  Walsall,  and  Harden,  and  that  the  said 
minister  be  allowed  by  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  and  be  taken  out  of  St.  John's  College,  in  Oxford, 
and  be  some  of  those  who  have  been  sent  thither  out  of  the 
Merchant  Tailor's  School,  in  London.  And  for  want  of  such 
to  be  had  from  the  said  college,  if  there  should  be  none  fit  or 
desirous  of  being  placed  there  for  the  said  stipend,  then,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  town  of  Great  Bloxwich,  should  make 
choice  of  one  where  they  should  find  a  fit  man.'' 

It  was  proved  that  this  annuity  was  regularly  paid  by  the 
'^  Merchant  Tailors'  Company"  to  the  incumbent  of  Bloxwich, 
who  made  yearly  a  report  of  the  state  of  the  schools ;  and  that 
the  amount  was  divided  equally  between  himself  and  the 
chapel  clerk. 

Richard  Stone's  Charity,  op  Caldmore. 

On  an  old  table  of  benefactions  it  is  inscribed,  that  Richard 
Stone,  of  Caldmore,  left  an  annuity  of  six  shillings  and  eight- 
pence,  arising  out  of  Palfrey  Green  Leasow,  then  in  the 
possession  of  Henry  Stone,  Esq., — ''  such  sum  to  be  distributed 
in  bread  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  borough." 

By  the  Commission  of  Inquiry,  in  1823,  it  appeared  that  a 
dole  of  six  shillings  and  eight-pence  was  formerly  paid  out  of 
some  pieces  of  land  called  "  FuUbrook  Land,"  adjoining  Palfrey 
Green,  of  which  sum,  six  shillings  was  expended  in  providing 
white  bread  for  the  poor,  which  was  given  away  by  the  vicar, 
— sixpence  was  paid  to  the  vicar,  and  twopence  to  the  clerk. 
In  the  map  of  the  foreign,  the  pieces  of  land  were  numbered 
1501  to  1505.  The  piece.  No.  1501  adjoined  land  called 
Palfrey  Green.  No  payment  had  been  made  by  the  occupier  of 
this  property  for  many  years,  but  the  commissioners  were  of 
opinion  that  these  lands  were  chargeable  with  the  dole,  and 
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ordered  that  application  should  be  made  to  the  then  proprietor^ 
Mrs.  Slacks  to  restore  the  payment. 

In  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  Mr.  Or,  B.  Stubbs  stated  that 
application  had  been  made  for  a  restoration  of  the  payment,  but 
that  the  appeal  seemed  to  have  been  fruitless,  for  the  command 
had  not  since  been  complied  with.  The  land  was  now  occupied 
by  a  person  named  Wilks,  a  butcher,  of  Darlaston,  who  was 
tenant  to  the  devisee  of  the  late  Peter  Cotterell,  of  LozelVs 
lane,  Handsworth,  near  Birmingham,  who  had  been  ordered  to 
give  an  explanation.  Mr.  Cotterell  died  about  two  or  three 
years  ago,  and  his  will  would  probably  have  been  proved  at  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury. 

The  Inspector  observed  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  refer 
this  case  to  the  Attorney-General. 

WiLCox^s  Chaeity. 

By   the  report   of  the  parish   committee,   in   1804,  John 

Wilcox  gave  a  sum  of  sixteen  shillings,  to  be  distributed  by 

the  vicar,  to  the  poor  of  the  borough.     This  amount  was  then 

.paid  by  Mr.  John  Blakemore,  of  Darlaston,  to  the  vicar  of 

Walsall,  out  of  a  piece  of  land  in  that  parish,  caUed  '^  Kadley 

Gutter  Field/' 

Recent  Inquiry  (1855). 

Mr.  J.  6.  James  deposed  that  the  land  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners was  sold.  The  vicar  and  chnrchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Walsall,  and 
the  churchwardens  of  the  foreign,  by  deed  bearing  date  2nd  April,  1845,  conveyed 
to  Messrs.  Addenbrook,  Smith,  and  Pidoock,  in  consideration  of  £150  paid  to  the 
parties  of  the  first  part,  all  that  plot  of  land  kno¥ni  as  "Walsall  Charity  Land," 
containing  half  an  acre,  or  thereabouts,  and  being  part  of  an  enclosed  piece  of 
land  called  "  Radley  Gutter  Field."  As  there  were  no  oovenants  for  title  it  was 
declared  and  agreed  that  the  purchase  money  should  be  forthwith  invested  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  George  Eisk  (vicar),  and  the  churchwardens,  and  that  those 
parties  should  apply  the  dividends  to  the  same  charitable  purposes  to  which  the 
rent  charge  was  applicable.  The  conveyance  stated  that  the  amount  of  rent 
was  twenty  shillings,  and  he  (Mr.  James)  thought  it  was  possible  that  Mr.  Blake- 
more increased  the  rent,  but  did  not  otherwise  take  any  step  to  improve  the 
portion  of  the  charity  land  established.  The  sum  named,  £150,  was  paid  to  the 
vicar  and  churchwardens  of  both  townships  on  the  10th  April,  1844,  and  was 
invested  in  the  purchase  of  £148  17s.  8d.  stock,  in  the  names  of  the  Kev.  George 
Fisk,  John  James,  William  Smith,  and  Walter  Dudley. 

It  was  here  observed,  that  the  stock  stood  in  the  names  of  the  Eev.  G.  Piak, 
Charles  Foster,  Henry  C.  Windle,  and  John  James. 
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Mr.  Joseph  Green  James  replied,  that  the  gentlemen  in  whose  names  the  fund 
was  placed  executed  a  deed  of  trust,  dated  8th  June,  1845,  but  he  could  not 
ascertain  in  whose  hands  this  document  was ;  that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  parish 
chest.  The  fund  would  be  conveniently  managed  in  the  names  of  the  official 
trustees. 

Mr.  Frank  James :— The  dividend  amounted  to  £9  2s.,  and  was  received  by 
the  churchwardens  through  the  Walsall  bank,  and  placed  to  the  account  of  the 
gowns  and  flannels  which  they  distributed. 

The  Inspector: — The  poor  of  the  foreign  do  not  receive  any  benefit  from  this 
charity.  In  order  that  their  claims  shoidd  be  attended  to  it  would  be  necessary 
that  some  part  of  this  fund  should  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  foreign 
of  Walsall.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  from  the  information,  that  any  part  of 
the  charity  was  intended  for  the  foreign. 

Shawe's  Charity. 

Michael  Shawe,  by  will  dated  14th  June,  1617,  gave  soioe 
closes  called  "  Shawe's  Leasows/^  at  Towns-end,  Walsall,  to 
his  cousin  John  Wollaston,  to  hold  the  same  to  him  and  his 
heirs,  upon  conditions,  yearly  for  ever,  to  bestow  upon  the  poor 
of  Walsall,  on  Good  Friday,  the  sum  of  forty  shillings.  He 
further  directed  that  a  close,  which  was  charity  land,  near 
Woodend,  should  be  sold  by  his  executors  for  the  term  of 
three  or  four  years,  for  and  towards  the  payment  of  his  debts, 
and  towards  the  funeral  and  *'  bringing  him  home  honestly," 
and  that  the  surplus  should  be  bestowed  amongst  such  poor  as 
should  be  at  his  burial ;  and  he  willed  that  the  inheritance  and 
rents  thereof,  should  afterwards  come  to,  and  amongst  the  poor 
inhabiting  Walsall. 

By  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  it  appeared  that  this  rent- 
charge  of  forty  shillings,  was  still  payable  out  of  Shawe's 
Leasowes,  which  belonged  to  Lord  Hatherton.  The  fund  was 
formerly  distributed  under  directions  given  by  Mr.  John 
Forster,  late  Lord  Hatherton^s  agent.  The  vicar  and  mayor 
were  now  intrusted  with  the  distribution. 

Dee^s  and  Goeway^s  Chaeities. 

John  Dee,  gentleman,  of  Walsall,  by  feofiment,  in  the  town 
chest,  dated  20th  December,  1621,  granted  one  meadow,  called 
'^  SUng  Meadow,"  to  feoffees  and  trustees,  the  rent  to  be  paid 
to  the  vicar  and  constable,  and  their  successors,  for  ever,  to  be 
appropriated  by  them  as  follows  :-~one  shilling  each  to  be 
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retained  by  themselves,  and  the  residue  given  to  sixty  poor 
men  and  women  of  the  borough,  on  Christmas-eve. 

By  the  Commissioners*  Report  in  1823,  it  appears  that  the 
land  mentioned  in  the  above  deed,  and  then  in  the  occupation 
of  Bamett  Lowe,  consisted  of  two  pieces  of  meadow,  contain- 
ing in  all  1a.  4b.  39p.,  which  it  was  said  belonged  to  this 
charity.  In  the  lease,  two  distinct  rents  are  reserved,  the  one 
payable  to  the  lessor,  the  other  amounting  to  £1  Is.,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  charity. 

The  Commissioners  found  that  the  sum  of  £1  Is.  was 
regularly  paid  to  the  constable  of  the  borough,  and  by  him  dis- 
tributed on  Christmas-eve.  It  wa?  generally  called  the  "Widows' 
Groat  Money,'*  but  often  more  than  sixty  had  partaken  of  the 
dole.  By  some  means  the  original  sum  of  £1  2s.  had  been  reduced 
to  £1  Is.,  but  it  appeared  to  them  that  the  donor  did  not 
intend  to  confine  his  charity  to  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  deed, 
but  that  the  whoh  rent  of  the  land  ought  to  be  distribiUed, 
The  annual  value  of  the  two  closes  was  somewhat  above  £2, 
and  they  (the  commissioners)  trusted  that  the  full  value  would 
be  obtained  and  distributed  according  to  the  previous  intention 

of  the  donor. 

Gobway's  Chabity. 

An  old  benefaction  table  states  : — 

"Mr.  Thomas  Gonray  gave  £2,  to  be  yearly  paid  out  of  his  lands  in  Rushall 
and  Bromwicb,  to  the  poor  of  Walsall  borough  and  foreign,  on  Good  Friday." 

On  the  Recent  Imquirp  (1855),  Mr.  Jos.  Worrad  was  called  to  give  evidence 
respecting  these  charities.  He  said  that  he  was  borough  constable  in  the  year 
1854,  and  distributed  the  funds  thereof  in  the  following  manner  -.—The  amount  of 
808.,  left  by  Gorway,  was  divided  among  sixty  widows — 4d.  to  each— on  Good 
Friday;  and  the  ilike  amount,  left  by  Dee,  he  divided  in  like  manner,  on  Saint 
Thomas's-day.  He  took  care  to  bestow  the  charity  on  those  only  who  were  aged, 
or  otherwise  deserving  objects.  The  money  on  behalf  of  Dee's  charity  was  paid 
to  him  by  Messrs.  Bamett  and  Marlow,  solicitors  of  Walsall,  as  agents  of  the 
Rev.  J.  C.  Hazledine,  the  owner  of  the  property. 

[Not  the  slightest  notice  appears  to  have  been  taken  of  the  opinion  given  by 
the  commissioners  in  1823,  with  reference  to  Dee's  charity.  If,  as  they  thought, 
the  whole  rent  of  the  land  belonged  to  the  charity,  why  were  not  some  steps 
taken  to  secure  the  daim  ?  Of  what  use  are  Commissions  of  Inquiry,  if  facts 
elicited  are  not  turned  to  good  account,  and  decisions  practically  carried  out  P 
It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  trustees  to  see  that  this  right  should  no  longer 
remain  dormant.] 

3b 
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HiNToN^s  Charity. 

Roger  Hinton,  of  Rickerscote,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  by 
will,  dated  5th  February,  1684,  gave  to  the  poor  of  Walsall, 
borough  and  foreign,  a  rent  charge  of  £5  per  annum,  and  one- 
fifth  of  the  surplus  rents  of  an  estate  at  Rickerscote,  after  the 
payment  of  this  and  other  rent  charges  to  other  places. 

From  the  evidence  adduced  on  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855), 

it  appeared,  that  Mr.  J.  V.  Barber,  a  resident  in  Leamington, 

was  the  only  surviving  trustee  of  those  chosen  to  represent 

Walsall.     The  required  number  of  trustees  appointed  in  1803, 

were   forty-two.      The   amount  received    on    account  of  this 

charity  from  1850  to  1854  inclusive,  had  been  £124  10s.  6d., 

as  thus  shown  : — 

£    B.  d« 

1850    27  13  4 

1851    20  10  8 

1852    28    1  7 

1853    t 22  12    6 

1854    25  12    5 

These  sums  were  paid  to  the  secretary  of  the  surviving 
Walsall  trustee,  who  was  also  the  secretary  of  WoUaston's  and 
H.  Stone's  Charities.  *  In  the  year  ending  January,  1855,  the 
sum  of  £8  10s.  6d.  was  expended  in  eleven  cloth  coats,  and  a 
further  sum  of  £14  9s.  4d.,  in  sixty-two  cotton  gowns.  It  was 
here  explained  that  the  articles  were  made,  on  a  written  order 
from  Mr.  Barber,  to  a  draper  of  the  town,  on  receiving  intima- 
tion from  the  secretary  that  suflBlcient  money  was  in  hands. 
That  they  were  then  sent  to  a  lady  named  Wood,  daughter  of 
the  last  surviving  trustee,  and  to  whom  Mr.  Barber  entirely  left 
the  administration  of  the  trust  when  he  ceased  to  reside  in 
Walsall.  The  coats  and  govms  were  then  distributed  by  her  to 
persons  bringing  tickets,  from  the  trustees  of  ''  WoUaston's  '* 
and  "  Stone's ''  charities.  It  also  appeared  that  there  was  a 
balance  in  the  Walsall  branch  of  the  Birmingham  Banking 
Company  of  £66  8s.  9d.,  to  the  account  of  Hinton's  charity, 
the  cheques  on  which  were  signed  by  Mr.  Barber.  It  was 
observed  that  Mr.  James  Beddoe,  one  of  the  trustees,  had 
hitherto  supplied  the  coats  and  gowns  to  this  charity,  which 

*  Mr.  Mason,  of  Walsall,  is  the  present  secretary. 
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placed  him  in  a  position  of  baying  from^  and  selling  to^  himself. 

The  Inspector  remarked  that  such  a  system  should  be 
carefully  avoided^  and  would  be  obviated  in  the  new  scheme. 

It  was  stated  that  the  sum  of  £5  yearly  was  paid  by  Earl 
St.  Vincent,  to  Mr.  Bromwich,  the  baker,  who  supplied  the  bread 
for  distribution  at  the  parish  church  on  Sundays. 

The  Inspector  was  of  opinion  that  there  should  be  a  provision 
in  the  trust  deed  for  the  administration  of  the  charity,  in  case 
of  the  death  of  the  Walsall  trustees ;  and  observed  that  he  could 
not  understand  the  condition  by  which  this  payment — which 
would  seem  to  be  out  of  the  Bickerscote  estate — was  the  payment 
from  the  Earl  St.  Vincent.  The  £5  rent-charge  on  the  charity 
did  not  appear  to  be  accounted  for.  He  would  recommend  an 
application  to  be  made  to  the  ''  General  Trustees  "  of  Hinton's 
Charity  on  the  subject,  for  if  that  sum  was  received,  it  would  be 
included  in  the  general  account. 

Chabities  of  Henbt   Stoke   the  Eldeb,   and  Hekbt  Stone 

THE   YoUNaEB. 

According  to  the  Oammdssion  of  Inquiry  in  1823,  the  original 
documents  by  which  the  charity  of  Henry  Stone  the  elder  was 
established  were  not  to  be  found,  but  their  substance  was  given 
in  a  trust  deed,  dated  June,  1779.     This  deed  sets  forth  that 

'*  Henkt  Stoke,  of  Walsall,  did  in  his  lifetime  give,  direct,  and  appoint  (which 
from  another  docnment  he  iq)peajrs  to  have  done  by  deed  poll,  dated  19th  Septem- 
ber, 1639),  the  sum  of  £34 14fl.,  to  be  paid  yearly  for  ever,  out  of  his  lands,  &c., 
in  the  parish  of  Walsall,  and  also  in  the  parishes  of  Castle  Bromwich  and  Yardley, 
in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Worcester." 

The  lands  and  premises  charged  with  this  annuity  were, 
afler  the  death  of  Henry  Stone  the  younger,  disposed  of  in 
separate  parcels,  and  the  rent-charge  appears  to  have   been 

apportioned  among  different  parts  of  the  property  as  follows : — 

£    s.   d. 
1 . — ^Upon  the  premises  at  Castle  Bromwich  and  Yardley  17  14    0 

2.-On  land  at  Coal  Pool 7    0    0 

3. — On  a  house  and  land  at  Bloxwich 3    0    0 

4u — On  the  dose  called  the  Lower  Fanneb  7    0    0 

£3^  14    0 
Extract  from  the  Commissioners'  Report : — 

"For  some  time  previous  to  the  year  1815,  the  affairs  of  this  charity  appear  to 
hare  been  most  irregularly  administered.    Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Jacob  Smith,  in 
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1801  (during  whose  superintendence  the  charity  seems  to  have  been  well  attended 
to),  a  balance  of  £G0  12s.  lOd,  then  in  his  hands  (not  including  jBa  a-year,  giren 
by  Henry  Stone  the  younger,  of  which  he  kept  a  separate  account),  was  paid  over 
to  Mr.  Hodgkiiis,  the  solicitor  to  the  trustees,  who  received  on  account  of  the 
charity,  between  that  time  and  1806,  £180  4s. ;  of  the  application  of  which  sum, 
no  trace  appears  in  the  trust  accounts^  except  £1  paid  to  Mr.  Bull  for  preaching. 
Between  this  time  and  ISOS,  Mr.  C.  Blackham  appears  to  have  received 
£S5  2s.  3d.,  on  account  of  the  charity — no  part  of  which  teas  applied  to  charitable 
7ises,  but  £17  15*.,  tc/iich  teas  paid  to  one  Wilson,  a  solicitor  (pnAably  for 
professional  services)^  leaving  a  balance  at  the  bankers  of  £67  7s.  3d.  From  1808 
to  April,  1814,  Mr.  Samuel  Wilson  received  (including  the  last  balance), 
£256  4s.  6d.,  of  which  he  expended  in  occasional  distributions,  only  £50  8*.  lid., 
and  the  balance,  amount  in//  to  £205  15*.  7d.,  was  afterwards  lost  by  his  insolvency, 
"  In  1815,  the  management  was  undertaken  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pearce,  as  agent 
for  the  trustees,  and  under  his  care  again  became  efficient. 

"In  1823,  the  application  of  the  income  was  as  follows : — For  providing  coats 
and  gowns,  generally  for  nine  poor  men  and  women — the  number,  however, 
varies ;  the  cost  of  these  averaged  about  £12.  Sums  of  2s.  6d.  each  distribated 
to  poor  persons  at  Christmas ;  the  amount  varies  according  to  the  number  of 
recommendations ;  the  largest  given  by  Mr.  Pearce  was  £14  16s.  7d.,  and  the 
smallest  £8  5s. ;  when  the  distribution  of  clothes  cost  but  little,  more  has  been 
given  away  in  money,  and  vice  versa;  the  objects  of  the  charity  were  chiefly 
widows. — (The  poor  of  the  foreign  were  included  in  these  benefactions.)  £1  per 
year  paid  to  the  minister  of  Cannock ;  £2  for  the  banquet,  and  £2  2s.  to  the 
secretary,  which  formed  the  whole  of  the  expenditure. 

"  The  £3  per  annum  for  repairing  Walsall  Church  was  omitted,  as  well  as  the 
£3  for  sermons.  It  was  proposed  to  the  late  vicar,  that  he  should  preach  the 
sermons,  and  receive  the  amount,  but  this  he  declined  doing. 

"  The  two  shilling's  worth  of  bread,  formerly  supplied  weekly  under  Mr.  Smith's 
administration  of  the  charity,  and  given  away  in  the  church  according  to  the 
founder's  direction,  had  also  not  been  resumed." 

The  Recent  Inquiry  into  this  charity  was  merely  a  recapitU' 
lation  of  the  foregoing  particulars. 

The  present  trustees  are  James  Beddoe,  Rupert  Adams, 
Joseph  Wood,  P.  P.  Pratt,  C.  P.  Cotterill,  J.  B.  Adams, 
J.  H.  Curtis,  E.  E.  Stanley,  Arthur  Adams,  Howard  Fletcher, 
P.  A.  Edwards,  W.  Harrison,  Frederick  Thurstan,  and  H.  Brace. 

Charity  of  Heney  Stone  thb  younqeb. 

This  charity  is  a  rent-charge  of  £5  yearly  upon  certain 

premises  at  Castle  Bromwich,  in  Warwickshire,  and  Yardley, 

in  Worcestershire,  from  which  a  part  of  the  annuity  given  by 

Henry  Stone  the  elder,  is  also  paid.      The  premises  were  con- 


WALSALL   CHABITIES.  417 

veyed  by  deedj  bearicg  date  5th  March^  1777,  expressly  charged 
with  the  aforesaid  payment,  to  be  employed  in  buying,  making, 
and  providing  five  coats  and  five  gowns,  of  serviceable  cloth, 
for  as  many  poor  men  and  women  of  the  borough  of  Walsall ; 
same  to  be  delivered  to  them  on  the  25th  December,  yearly. 

It  appeared  that  since  the  decease  of  Mr.  Jacob  Smith,  in 
1801,  this  charity  had  been  disposed  of  in  connection  with  that 
of  Henry  Stone  the  elder. 

Nicholas  Paekee's  Chaeity. 

By  an  inquisition  taken  at  Cannock  on  the  5th  September, 
22nd  Charles  II.  (1671),  under  a  commission  of  charitable  uses, 
it  was  found  that  Nicholas  Parker,  by  his  will  dated  25th 
March,  1627,  devised  to  his  kinsman,  Nicholas  Parker,  certain 
lands  in  Bloxwich,  Bushall,  and  Aldridge,  directing  that  £4 
should  be  annually  paid  for  ever,  out  of  the  said  lands,  as 
follows : — ^To  the  poor  of  Rushall,  £1 ;  towards  repairing  the 
parish  church  of  Walsall,  £2 ;  to  the  poor  in  the  hamlets  of 
Grreat  Bloxwich,  £1 ;  such  sums  to  be  paid  severally  to  the 
minister  and  churchwardens  of  the  said  places.  It  appeared, 
however,  that  one  of  the  gifts,  viz.,  the  £2  left  for  repairing 
the  church,  had  been  withheld  by  the  devisee  since  Jan.,  1651. 

According  to  the  Commission  of  Inquiry^  in  1823,  the  bene- 
faction to  the  poor  was  recorded  on  an  old  tablet,  upon  which 
was  also  the  following : — ; 

"Nicholas  Parker,  by  his  will,  gave  40s.  yearely  towards  the  repair  of  the 
pariah  chnrche  of  Walsall— to  ease  the  poor  inhabitants  of  their  leveya— out  of 
Lind  called  Peakers,  which  Mr.  Hawe  has  upon  oondidons." 

During  the  Recent  Inquiry  ( 1855),  nothing  further  transpired 
with  reference  to  this  particular  charity,  but  it  was  stated  that 
under  the  will  of  John  S.  Nicholas  Parker,  a  sum  of  £16  10s. 
bequeathed  to  certain  schools,  &c.,  in  the  town,  had  been  lost 
for  some  time.  The  inspector,  however,  was  inclined  to  think 
that  this  charity  was  recoverable. 

Wheate's  Chaeity. 

William  "Wheate,  of  the  city  of  Coventry,  by  will  (date 

unknown),   gave  and   devised  to  the  then    "Mayor  and  his 

brethren  "  the  sum  of  £20,  to  buy  land,  the  rent  whereof  to  be 

given  for  preaching  four  sermons  yearly  in  Walsall  church,  viz.. 
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on  Tuesday  in  Easter  week,  and  on  Tuesday  in  Whitsun  week, 
on  Saint  John  the  Baptist's  day,  and  on  the  Feast  of  the 
Circumcision. 

By  indenture  dated  18th  September,  16th  James  I.,  one 
John  Clarkson,  in  consideration  of  said  sum  of  £20,  enfeoffed 
and  confirmed  to  the  then  mayor  and  others  a  close  in  Wood- 
end,  to  hold  the  same  upon  the  trusts  declared  by  the  last  will 
of  the  said  William  Wheate.  This  close  was  subsequently 
divided  into  two,  containing  together  2a.  3b.  23p. 

In  the  Commissioners^  Report  of  1823,  it  is  stated  that  this 
land  then  produced  a  rental  of  £8  yearly,  which  the  vicar  for 
the  time  being  received.  It  appeared,  however,  on  the  Recent 
Inquiry  J  that  nothing  had  been  paid  from  this  charity  for  some 
years.     The  case  was  submitted  for  further  investigation. 

Cdetey's  Charity. 

By  indenture  dated  13th  April,  16th  James  I.,  it  is  wit- 
nessed that  Ellen  Curteys,  in  performance  of  part  of  the  will 
of  her  late  husband,  John  Curteys,  gave  an  annuity,  or  rent 
charge,  of  £1  6s.  8d.,  issuing  out  of  two  meadows  in  Caldmore, 
called  "  Swager's  Meadow,"  and  "  Bushby  Meadow,"  the  same 
to  be  distributed  by  the  vicar  of  Walsall  for  the  time  being, 
amongst  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough,  on  Good  Friday  and 
Christmas-eve,  respectively. 

The  premises  called  "  Swager's  Meadow,"  together  with 
another  called  "  Long  Meadow,"  were  conveyed  by  indenture 
dated  4th  September,  1783,  to  one  Edward  Elwell,  free  from 
all  incumbrances,  except  the  yearly  sum  of  13s.  4d.,  issuing 
out  of,  and  chargeable  upon,  the  said  premises,  and  payable  to 
or  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Walsall  for  ever. 

The  Commissioners,  in  their  Inquiry  of  1823,  could  find  no 
land  answering  the  description  of  Bushby  Meadow.  They 
thought  it  was  not  improbable  that  there  may  have  been  for- 
merly a  division  in  the  property,  and  that  by  a  private  agree- 
ment the  rent-charge  was  also  divided  between  the  owners  of 
Swager's  Meadow  and  of  Bushby  Meadow.  There  could  be 
no  doubt,  however,  that  the  former  must  be  responsible  for  the 
whole,  until  it  could  be  discovered  where  Bushby  Meadow 
was  situated. 
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In  the  Recent  Inquiry  (1855),  no  further  discovery  was  made, 
with  reference  to  this  land.  The  Inspector  recommended  that 
the  case  be  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General. 

Bridget  Mills's  Charity. 

Bridget  Mills,  widow,  by  will  dated  20th  September,  1751, 
directed  that  a  sum  of  £100  should  be  placed  out  at  interest, 
during  the  lives  of  her  nieces  Bridget  Hopkins  and  Sarah 
Wright,  to  whom  she  bequeathed  the  interest  during  their  lives. 
The  said  sum  of  £100  to  be  paid  after  their  decease  to  the  vicar 
and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  church  of  Walsall  for  the  time 
being,  upon  trust,  to  be  by  them  disposed  of  so  as  to  secure  a 
yearly  interest,  not  lessening  the  principal,  but  making  the 
best  advantage  thereof;  and  upon  further  trust,  to  pay  and  dis- 
tribute all  such  yearly  interest  on  every  Christmas-day  in  such 
proportions  as  they  should  think  proper,  amongst  one  hundred 
poor  people  of  the  borough  of  Walsall,  whom  the  said  vicar 
and  churchwardens  should  think  the  fittest  objects  of  charity. 

It  appeared  by  the  Recent  Inquiry,  that  the  principal  so 
invested  had  within  a  late  period  been  received  by  the  trustees, 
and  placed  in  the  Walsall  Branch  of  the  Birmingham  Banking 
Company. 

Kino's  Charity. 

By  an  extract  of  win,  without  date  (which  is  the  only 
account  obtainable  with  respect  to  this  charity),  William  King 
bequeathed  to  his  wife  Margaret,  his  "  three  days'  work  of  land 
in  Long  Cockstalls,  for  her  life,  and  after  her  decease  to  be 
given  to  his  poor  neighbours  of  Great  Bloxwich,  for  ever." 
And  he  made  the  minister  and  churchwardens  overseers  of 
his  will. 

This  land  lies  in  Great  Bloxwich,  and,  according  to  the  map 
survey  of  the  foreign,  contains  2a.  Se.  23p.  It  is  numbered 
on  the  map,  743.  At  the  time  of  the  Charitable  Commission, 
in  1823,  it  was  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bunny,  by 
whom  it  was  underlet  to  one  John  Wilks. 

From  Mrs.  Bunny's  evidence  on  this  occasion,  it  appeared 
that  Mary  Daniel,  her  aunt,  held  /'  Long  Cockstalls  "  for  her 
life,  and  that  she  first  came  in  possession  of  same  by  renting  it 
of  a  person  in  Bloxwich.     She  had  been  dead  many  years,  and 
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was  between  seventy  and  eighty  when  she  died.  Upon  her 
death,  Mrs.  Bunny  came  to  the  property,  her  aunt  having  left 
it  to  her  by  her  will.  No  will,  however,  could  be  found,  nor 
did  it  appear  that  such  had  ever  been  acted  upon.  The  rent  at 
this  time  was  £4  per  annum,  and  had  been  a  short  time 
previous,  £5. 

It  was  said,  that  Mrs.  Bunny  and  her  former  husband  had 
laid  out  a  great  deal  of  money  in  improving  the  land. 

Witness  also  deposed  that  during  the  time  she  had  had 
the  property  she  had  given  away  to  the  poor  of  Bloxwich,  at 
different  periods  of  the  year,  small  sums,  seldom  exceeding  a 
shilling  at  a  time,  amounting  in  all  to  about  £2  per  annum. 
That  her  aunt  had  told  her  previous  to  her  death,  if  she 
(witness)  would  continue  the  dole — which,  by  Mr.  King's  will, 
amounted  to  32s., — it  was  all  that  would  be  required  of  her. 
Her  aunt  had  usually  given  away  that  amount  in  the  month  of 
August;  but  she  (witness)  had  not  confined  the  distribution  to 
32s.,  having  often  given  as  much  as  £2. 

In  the  Recent  Inquiry,  the  following  important  facts  were 
elicited : — That  this  land  was,  after  the  death  of  Peter  Bunny, 
(who  died  in  Bloxwich  poor  house)  in  the  hands  of  John 
Hough,  who  sold  the  possession  to  the  late  William  Cotterill, 
town  clerk.  That  he  worked  the  mines,  and  afterwards  sold 
the  property  to  Mr.  McBride,  who  still  works  the  mines,  but 
pays  no  dole. 

The  Inspector  affirmed  that  the  entire  estate  belonged  to 
the  charity,  and  said  the  case  would  at  once  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Attomey-Greneral  for  recovery. 

Anonymous  Charity, 
(rent  chabges  on  Jones's  farm,  LrrrLE  BLorwrcH.) 
By  the  Charitable  Inquisition  in  1823,  it  appeared  that  there 
was  a  rent-charge  on  a  farm  at  Little  Bloxwich,  belonging  to 
Mr.  Whitmore  Jones,  of  the  sum  of  £2  lis.  yearly,  for  the  use 
of  the  poor  of  the  foreign  of  Walsall.  The  origin  of  this  pay- 
ment could  not  be  discovered.  The  title  deeds  of  Mr.  Jones 
made  no  mention  of  it,  at  least  since  1779,  when  the  property 
was  purchased  from  Mr.  Robert  Barnard.  This  dole  had  been 
regularly  received,  and  given  away  to  the  poor  of  the  foreign. 
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with  other  doles^  till  about  1820.  The  Commissioners  state^  in 
their  report^  that  this  non-payment  arose  from  a  dispute  between 
the  landlord  and  tenant^  as  to  which  of  them  should  pay  this 
rent-charge.  If  the  vestry  clerk  did  not  soon  obtain  payment 
from  one  or  the  other^  they  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to 
take  measures  for  the  enforcing  of  the  same. 

On  the  Recent  Inquiry,  nothing  further  was  elicited^  than 
that  the  present  owner  of  the  land  was  Mr.  William  Jones^  and 
that  the  tenant's  name  was  Charles  Beech. 

The  Inspector  submitted  the  case  for  further  investigation. 

Whateley's  Chaeitt. 

Henry  Whateley,  by  will  dated  21st  August,  1799,  gave  to 
the  vicar  of  Walsall,  and  two  chapelwardens  of  the  foreign, 
for  the  time  being,  the  clear  yearly  sum  of  £6,  charged  upon 
two  pieces  of  land,  called  "  Coalpool  Land,''  (between  nine  and 
ten  acres)  upon  trust,  to  give  on  St.  Thomas's-day  £4  4s. 
among  such  old  and  infirm  parishioners  in  the  foreign  of 
Walsall  who  should  not  receive  pay  from  the  overseers  of  the 
poor;  and  on  further  trust,  to  pay  the  officiating  curate  of 
Blorwich  £1  Is.  for  preaching  a  sermon  in  Bloxwich  chapel, 
yearly,  on  St.  Thomas's-day.  '^e  remaining  15s.  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  said  vicar  and  chapelwardens  in  regaling  them« 
selves  after  such  distribution. 

It  appeared  that  the  land  consisted  of  two  closes,  numbering 
respectively  588  and  589  on  the  map  of  the  foreign,  and  con- 
taining together  8a.  3b.  21  p.,  and  that  a  great  difficulty 
existed  in  complying  strictly  with  the  donor's  directions,  from 
the  circumstance  that  while  he  lived  he  gave  away  a  similar 
sum  of  money  himself,  without  regard  to  the  restriction  men- 
tioned in  his  will,  and  it  had  been  since  found  difficult  to  alter 
the  course  of  distribution. 

Robinson's  Chabitt. 

By  will,  dated  17th  January,  1718,  Richard  Robinson,  of 
Bushbury,  gave  and  devised  out  of  the  cottage  and  tenements  « 
situate  at  Essington  Wood,  and  also  six  little  crofts  adjacent 
thereto  (all  which  he  held  in  consideration  of  a  payment  of  £30, 
under  Henry  Vernon,  Esq.,  for  the  term  of  1000  years,  from 

3c 
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15th  August,  1713),  to  the  poor  of  Ghreat  and  Little  Bloxwich, 
forty  shillings  yearly,  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's-day 
and  Good  Friday ;  and  also  the  like  sum  of  forty  shillings  to 
the  poor  of  Essington,  on  the  same  days  above-named.  The 
distribution  to  be  by  the  order  and  discretion  of  the  church- 
wardens of  Great  and  Little  Bloxwich,  and  the  overseers  of  the 
poor.  And  he  further  gave  to  his  nephew,  Samuel,  after  his 
'wife's  decease,  twenty  shillings,  to  be  paid  yearly,  during  his 
life,  out  of  said  cottage  and  premises. 

A  copy  of  Richard  Robinson's  will,  which  had  since  been 
discovered  at  Lichfield,  was  produced  during  the  Recent  Inquiry, 
and  the  Inspector  advised  that  the  case  should  be  submitted  to 
the  Attorney-General. 

MoLESLEY^s  Dole, 
(a  very  ancient  and  singulajl  chabity.) 

There  are  various  traditions  respecting  the  origin  of  this 
dole :  one  is,  that  a  gentleman  named  Thomas  Molseley,  while 
once  riding  through  Walsall  on  Twelfth-eve,  heard  a  child  cry 
for  bread,  and  resolving  that  the  like  should  never  again  hap- 
pen, settled  upon  the  town  his  manor  of  Bascotte,  in  Warwick- 
shire, to  provide  annually  one  penny  loaf  for  every  individual 
within  the  liberties  of  the  partsh,  the  same  to  be  distributed  on 
Twelfth- eve  for  ever. 

Dr.  Plot,  in  his  History  of  Staffordshire,  affirms  that  one 
Thomas  Molesley,  by  deed  of  feoffment,  dated  30th  Henry  VL, 
granted  his  manor  of  Bascotte  for  performing  annually  an  obit 
for  the  souls  of  himself  and  his  wife  Margaret,  in  the  church  of 
Walsall,  and  in  the  abbey  of  Halesowen. 

The  deed  specifies  that  the  remainder  of  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments were  granted  to  the  town  of  Walsall,  but  no  mention  is 
made  of  any  dole.  Whether  the  town  originally  paid  the  dole 
out  of  their  portion  of  the  rents  is  uncertain ;  but  the  first  inti- 
mation of  the  custom  is  in  36th  Henry  8th  (1539),  when,  ^'  on 
the  evening  of  the  Twelfth-eve,  the  bellman  summoned  the 
people  to  repair  to  the  church,  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  Thomas 
Molesley  and  Margaret  his  wife."  A  dole  was  given  at  this 
time,  and  £7  10s.  9d.  discharged  the  demand.* 

*  Plot's  History  of  Staffordshire,  c.  8,  sec.  83  and  84. 
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The  first  trace  of  it  in  the  documents  of  the  corporation 
appears  in  1632,  when  the  amount  paid  away  was  £14  9s.  4d. 
The  distribution  went  on  gradually  increasing,  till  1799,  when 
it  amounted  to  £60,  at  which  sum,  or  thereabouts,  it  continued 
for  some  years.  * 

At  the  Reformation  the  custom  was  deemed  superstitious, 
and  the  lands  were  seized  by  the  Crown,  where  they  lay  till 
28th  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Plot  observes  ^^  the  town  rented 
them,  and  so  continued  the  dole/' 

Sir  William  Dngdale  gives  a  difierent  account  of  this  gift. 
His  version  is, 

'*  One  Thomas  Molesley,  of  Moxhnll,  in  the  connty  of  Warwick,  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Basootte,  gave  same  on  trust,  a.d.  1462,  to  William  Lyle  and  William 
Maggott,  and  their  heirs,  for  the  use  of  the  town  of  Wal8alL"t  The  same  author 
traces  down  the  succession  of  these  estates  from  the  conquest  till  the  year  1325, 
when  it  escheated  to  the  king,  by  the  attainder  of  Peter  de  Limesay,  who  was  in 
the  rebellion  with  the  Earl  of  Lancaster,  after  which  it  came  into  possession  of 
Sir  Ralph  Rochford,  Knight,  from  whom  it  passed,  in  1403,  to  Thomas  Seyvil, 
and  in  1480,  John  Lee.  of  Warwick,  conveyed  same  to  Thomas  Molesley.  He 
also  observes,  "  John  Lyle,  son  of  William  Lyle,  to  whom  these  estates  descended 
m  trust,  for  the  use  of  the  town  of  Walsall,  instead  of  applying  the  produce 
thereof  to  such  purpose,  d^ed  that  the  property  was  in  trust,  and  pretended  that 
it  was  his  own  inheritance.  The  inhabitants  of  Walsall,  however,  went  to  Mox- 
hull,  and  drove  away  his  cattle,  which  unjustifiable  act  he  did  not  resent,  because 
he  was  liable  to  be  brought  to  account  for  this  trust  estate  in  his  hands."  A  suit 
was  commenced  by  the  town  against  the  said  John  Lyle,  a.d.  1515,  the  result  of 
which  was,  that  the  estates  were  adjudged  to  Richard  Hurst  and  John  Ford,  for 
the  use  of  the  town. 

In  1726,  a  complaint  was  laid  before  a  charity  commission, 

against  the  corporation  of  Walsall,  with  respect  to  this  dole.  It 
was  then  declared,  that  the  lands  belonged  to  the  corporation, 
and  that  the  dole  was  only  customary,  and  might  be  either  con- 
tinued or  omitted  as  that  body  pleased. 

About  the  year  1770,  an  attempt  was  made  to  withhold  the 
payment,  but  an  enrc^ed  populace  clamorously  forced  its  con- 
tinuance.^ 

The  following  statistical  argument  against  the  claim  of  the 

corporation  to  these  estates,  and  in  favour  of  the  parish,  appears 

m 
*  Charity  CommissiGners'  Report,  a.d.  1823,  p.  573. 

t  Dngdale's  History  of  Warwickshire,  p.  347. 

I  Wilkes*  MSS.  in  the  UnlTersal  Magazine  for  January,  1788. 
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in  the  report  of  a  committee^  appointed  at  a  vestry  meetings  in 

1 804,  to  investigate  the  several  charities : — 

"It  is  observable,  in  farther  oonfirmatioii,  that  these  estates  cannot  belong  to 
the  corporation,  that  the  donations  were  in  the  30th  Henry  YI.  (1452),  and  S8th 
Mzabeth  (1586),  and  in  the  corporation's  first  charter  was  not  granted  till  the 
3rd  Charles  I.  (1628),  and  the  second  charter,  confirming  the  first,  in  the  13th 
Charles  II.  (1662) ;  so  that  the  original  gift  of  these  estates  was  made  176  years 
previous.  The  grant  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Craddock  and  Shaw,  in  1586,  was 
42  years  before  the  first,  and  76  years  before  the  last  charter,  and  no  estates  are 
therein  mentioned ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  corporation  are  restrained,  by  an 
express  danse,  not  to  be  possessed  of  more  than  £20  per  annum.  It  is,  therdbre, 
very  certain  to  conclude  that  the  estates  belonged  *to  the  town  long  before  the 
corporation  existed,  and  if  that  body  had  been  possessed  of  any  estates,  they 
would,  of  course,  have  been  included  in  the  charities."  * 

According  to  a  publication  by  Joseph  Cotterill,  in  1818,  the 
lands  belonging  to  these  estates  comprised  no  less  than  61  2a. 
3r.  24p.,  exclusive  of  a  meadow  formerly  called  Styrch  meadow, 
and  land  at  Semeley,  Knapton-on-the- Hill,  &c.,  the  measure- 
ment and  situation  of  which  could  not  be  defined. 

Recent  Inquiry  (1855). 

Mr.  Joseph  Green  James  called  the  attention  of  the  Inspector  to  this  estate, 
which  had  hitherto  been  held  by  the  corporation,  and  its  rental  added  to  the 
corporate  funds. 

The  Mayor  remarked  that  every  year  up  to  1825,  a  penny  was  paid  to  each 
inhabitant  of  Walsall  and  Rushall,  and  he  remembered  that  when  he  was  a  boy, 
the  day  of  its  distribution  was  a  great  day  among  the  juveniles,  and  dealers  in 
sweetmeats.  A  man  went  round  with  a  bag  of  copper,  and  having  ascertained 
the  number  of  persons  in  each  house,  left  as  many  pence.  The  charity  commis- 
sioners naturally  considered  that  this  mode  of  expending  a  part  of  the  funds  of 
the  estate  a  very  useless  one,  and  recommended  that  the  corporation  should 
devise  some  other  method  of  expenditure,  more  truly  of  a  charitable  nature.  In 
consequence  of  that  recommendation,  in  1825,  the  corporation  erected  eleven 
almshouses,  for  necessitous  widows,  one  for  Rushall,  five  for  the  foreign  of  Wal- 
sall, and  five  for  the  borough.  Each  of  the  occupants  received  2s.  per  week, 
which  was  paid  out  of  the  genera^  borough  funds. 

It  was  further  stated  that  the  rent  of  the  Basootte  estate,  in  connection  with 
which  this  "Molesley's  Dole"  was  paid  before  the  erection  of  the  almsbonses^ 
amounted  to  £236  5s.,  more  than  thrice  as  much  as  the  expenditure  on  the 
almshouses.  The  former  charity  commissioners  had  considered  the  question 
whether  this  estate  was  properly  vested  in  the  yrporation,  or  whether  it  ought 
ciitiiTly  If)  he  devoted  to  charitable  uses,  and  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 

•  Heport  of  Pmixh  ('oininiUfi-,!*.  ;m. 


WALSALL  CHAAITIES.  425 

dole  was  a  volimtary  payment  on  the  part  of  the  oo^ration,  and  that  the  estate 
always  i4>peared  to  have  been  corporate  property. 

Mr.  James  contended  that  the  property  ought  to  be  entirely  devoted  to 
charitable  purposes,  and  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  produce  eyidenoe  in  support 
of  that  view.  A  jury,  in  1726,  had  found  that  the  estate  was  chargeable  with  the 
repair  of  a  bridge  over  the  Tame,  which  was  a  charitable  use.  He  hoped  the 
Inspector  would  not  consider  himself  boxmd  by  the  report  of  the  former 
commissioners. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  it  transpired  that  Mr.  Blunt,  then  an  eminent 
barrister,  had  been  consulted  by  Mr.  James,  with  respect  to  this  question.  The 
Inspector  asked  to  see  the  opinion  he  had  given,  and  it  was  found  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  corporation ;  but  Mr.  James  said  that  he  had  since  discovered  stronger 
evidence  on  the  other  side. 

The  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  both  expressed  opinions  contrary  to  that  of  Mr. 
James,  the  former  quoting  from  an  old  document,  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
this  property,  being  left  to  the  corporation,  they,  in  gratitude  to  the  donor,  gave 
the  dole  to  all  who  would,  on  a  certain  day,  pray  for  his  soul.  One  old  report, 
dated  1659,  stated  that  the  estate  could  be  traced  from  the  conquest. 

The  Inspector,  having  gone  carefully  over  the  documentary  evidence,  appeared 
inclined  to  think  that  the  whole  estate  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  purposes  of  a 
strictly  charitable  nature. 

The  Mayor  said  he  believed  if  the  borough  were  polled,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  out  out  of  every  thousand  would  vote  for  its  remaining  as  it  did  at 
present ;  a  more  useful  appropriation,  he  thought,  it  would  be  difficult  to  find. 

The  Inspector  observed,  that  no  doubt  a  flourishing  place  like  Walsall  would 
be  paved  and  lighted  without  any  benefactions,  and  if  this  estate  was  intcndq^  for 
charitable  purposes,  it  should  be  so  devoted.  He  intimated  that  no  advantage 
would  be  obtained  by  going  back  beyond  the  grant  from  the  Crown,  in  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Wilkinson,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the  Inspector,  said  that  the  payment 
of  one  penny  to  persons  of  every  dass  could  hardly  be  considered  a  charitable 
use,  bi}t  that  the  jury,  in  1726,  had  found  that  the  estate  was  liable  for  the  repair 
of  a  bridge,  over  the  Tame,  which  was  legally  a  charitable  purpose, 

Mr.  Stubbs  observed  that  this  finding  was  a  mistake.  The  Bascotte  estate, 
which  was  in  Warwickshire,  had  no  connection  with  the  repair  of  the  bridge.  A 
piece  of  land  adjoining  was  made  over  to  the  corporation,  on  condition  of  their 
keeping  this  bridge  in  repair,  but  this  was  entirely  distinct  from  the  Bascotte 
estate.  On  searching  the  corporate  chest,  a  deed  was  found  which  established 
this. 

The  Inspector  expressed  bis  surprise  that  an  answer  to  that  objection,  which 
appeared  so  satisfactory,  was  never  before  given. 
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Charities   op  Thomas  Wollaston,  John   Wollaston,  and 

John  Wollaston  Junioe. 

In  an  account  of  the  charities  of  Walsall,  compiled  in  the 
year  1729,  by  Samuel  Craddock,  it  is  stated : — 

"Mr.  Thomas  Wollaston,  appointed  by  his  will,  that  his  son  and  heirs  should, 
yearly,  distribute  the  rent  of  a  small  house,  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  near  the 
churchyard  (the  lord's  rent  of  one  shilling  being  deducted),  as  followeth,  riz : — 
to  the  four  poor  people  of  the  almshouse  2s.,  on  the  eve  of  our  Saviour's  Nativity ; 
and  the  residue  to  such  poor  inhabitants  of  the  borough  as  they  should  think  fit, 
on  Good  Friday,  for  ever. 

"He  further  appointed  that  the  rent  of  10s.  a-year,  arising  from  a  cottage  at 
the  Town's-end,  during  a  lease  of  99  years,  should  be  distributed  to  thirty 
poor  widows  of  the  borough,  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

"It  also  appeared,  by  a  table  of  benefactions  m  the  church,  that  Mr.  John 
Wollaston,  by  his  will,  afterwards  confirmed  the  above  bequests ;  and  appointed, 
in  addition,  that  his  heirs,  for  ever,  should  maintain  and  keep  in  repair  a  house  in 
Hall  Lane,  and  allow  some  poor  body  to  dwell  therein  rent  free. 

"There  is  no  date  to  this  bequest,  but  as  the  entry  is  in  the  body  of  the  table, 
and  a  notice  immediately  follows  of  a  donation  in  164<8,  it  is  probable  that  this 
John  Wollaston  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Wollaston  aforesaid,  and  the  father  of 
the  John  Wollaston,  whose  will  is  next  given,  and  which  seems  to  recognise  the 
two  several  wills  and  bequests  above-named. 

"John  Wollaston,  of  Walsall,  by  will,  dated  3rd  October,  1670,  gave  to  bis 
daughter  Beatrice,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  a  little  croft  called  'Bottrel  Croft;'  a 
meadow-piece  in  Wisemore  Fields ;  and  a  close  called  '  Stone  Pit  Leasow.'  The 
said  Beatrice  to  pay  upon  every  Good  Friday,  to  the  poor  of  Walsall  borough, 
for  0Ver,  the  sum  of  40s.,  according  to  the  devise  of  Michael  Shawe,  deceased,  as 
well  as  the  other  bequests. 

"  He  further  gave  the  rent  of  his  house,  in  Walsall,  in  the  tenure  of  Edward 
Spink,  to  be  yearly  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  borough,  on  Good  Friday,  at 
the  discretion  of  his  heirs. " 

The  Commissioners,  in  their  Report  of  1823,  observe  : — 
"  The  sum  of  40s.,  charged  by  Michael  Shawe,  as  stated  in  the  first  part  of 
this  will,  is  regularly  paid.     We  cannot,  however,  trace  any  other  property 
derivable  from  Thomas  Wollaston,  or  either  of  the  John  WoUastons. 

"The  parish  committee,  in  1804,  found  that  John  Wollaston,  by  will,  gave  a 
house  in  Hall  Lane  to  the  poor,  which  they  state  to  be  then  occupied  by  Robert 
Clinton,  at  £4  4s.  per  annum.  And  they  further  found  that  he  gave  the  rent  of 
a  house  in  the  churchyard  to  the  poor  of  the  almshouse,  which  house  they 
believed  to  be  then  occupied  by  one  Sarah  Birt.  The  committee  appear  to  have 
taken  into  consideration  only  the  will  of  the  first  John  Wollaston,  as  recorded  on 
the  table  of  benefactions ;  or,  perhaps  they  may  have  considered  the  two  inscrip- 
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tions  as  relating  to  one  and  the  same  testator.  However  this  may  be,  we  conceive 
that  they  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  house  in  Hall  Lane  was  given  by  either 
of  the  John  Wollastons.  It  appears  to  us  that  this  property  was  derived  from 
Blanch  Wollaston,  widow  of  the  last  John  WoUaston,  the  rents  being  carried 
regularly  to  the  account  of  her  charity." 

In  the  Recent  lyiquiry,  the  Inspector  gave  his  opinion^  with 
respect  to  these  charities^  thus  : — ''  I  do  not  find  that  any  sums 
are  received  on  account  of  these  charities^  and  the  property,  if 
any,  is  comprised  in  the  estate  of  Blanch  Wollaston/' 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  CHARITIES. 


TO  THE  PARISH  OF  WALSALL.  Inoome  in  18^. 

£    8.    d. 

Blub  Coat  School Interest  on  jCSOO,  left  by  John  Whitlingham 10    0    o 

Land  near  Dudley,  left  by  John  Taylor    4    4    0 

Interest  on  £300,  left  by  Mrs.  Crump,  in  1840  

Interest  on  jea00,left  by  Mrs.  Gurteys,  in  1149 

Interest  on  £50,  giren  by  Mr.  F.  B.  Oerton,  in  1854  .... 

Bolton's, John  k.  Alxcb    Bent-oharge  on  lands  oalled  "  Pitty  Pieces,"  of 0  10    0 

DiasKMTBBs'      SuNDAT   Land  at  the  Windmill ^ 18    0    0 

School  Increased  sinoe  to  £25. 

Fbbe  Oraxxab  School    Estates  and  Moneys    m.....  778   3    0 

Increased  since  to  £873. 

FisRLBT  Estates 56    a  0 

Oorwat's,  Thomas  ....    Bent-charge  on  lands,  in  Bnahall  and  Bromwich,  of   ... .      900 
Hakpbb's,  Johk,  Alms.    Estates! 43  15    6 

H0IT8B8 

Hawlk's  John  Bent^iharge  on  lands,  called  Moleflelds,  of 5    0    0 

Query  whether  the  whole  rents  was  not  applicable  to  the  charity. 

Molbblbt'sDoli Formerly  "The  Penny  Dole,"  now  corporation  alm»- 

honses,  present  annual  charge  £87 12s. 

Oboanist,  ok  Haxbis*    Lost  by  suit  in  Chancery.    C^Hais  property  when  sold  was 
Gin  OF  £4.  not  enough  to  pay  the  costs ! !  I] 

Parkbk*8,John Bent-charge  out  of  Langthorne,  in  Yorkshire 10    0    0 

Pakkbb's,  Nicholas...  .    Bent-charge  out  of  land  at  Little  Bloxwich, messuage  in 

Bushall,  meadow  in  Bnahall,  land  in  Aldridge,  and 
lands  in  Chapel  Field,  in  WoodhaU  Field,  and  Gorawell 
Field,  in  Great  Bloxwich,  of 4    0   0 

Pabkbr's,  Bobbbt Intareet  on  £400,  to  Merchant  Tailor^s  Company    90    0    0 

PBB8BHOnSB'8,J0HN«..  LoSt. 

PbB8Bhou9B*8,  Humph.    £5  yearly.— Lost. 

Stonb's,   Hinkt   (thi    Bent^harge  out  of    lands   at  Castle  Bromwich   and 
ildbb).  Yardles,   Coalpod,   Bloxwich,  and   Lower   Pannels, 

WalsaQ 34  14    0 

Whs  atb*s,  Willi  AM....    Bent  of  two  doses  of  land,  at  FiT»Lanea-End,  near 

Woodend • , 8   0    0 
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TO  THE  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 

£    9.    d. 

Bbktley  Hat Income  from  Lands,  &o.,  at  Bloxwioh    9H)    0    0 

Cubtbt'*,  John Rent-oharge   oat   of  Swager's   Meadow    and    Bashby 

Meadow 1    0    tt 

Dk  b's  Jo»N Income  of  land  at  Woodend,  called  Slinge  Meadow %    0    0 

Qaery !  the  whole  rent  is  liable. 

Hikton's,  Roobb Proportion  of  rents  from  an  estate  at  Rickeracote,  near 

Stafford    SS  18  II 

HATirBs'Sy  Cicely Bent  charge  oat  of  a  close  in  WolTerfaamfton,  oalled 

Chapftl  Leaaow.  of    0  10    0 

Mills's,  Bbidobt    ....    Interest  on  £100,  on  Mortgage  of  Tolls  of  the  aeoond 

District  of  Walsall  Tampike  Roads  (since  paid  off ) ... .      5    0    0 

Sytbrx's,  William....    Charged  on  freehold  houses  in  Horseshoe-yard,  Saint 

Martin's  Lane,  Edgbaaton  street.  Birmingham,  belong- 
ing to  Thomas  Bower b    0    0 

Sbawb's,  MicHABL  ....    Rent-chargc  on  land  at  Walsall  Townsend of S    0    0 

Stone's    Richard    (of    Rentrcharge  oat  of  Park  Brook  Leaaow,  at  Bentley.  of  ..      2    6   0 
Walsall). 

Stone's,    Hknby   (the    Bent-charge  of  5    0    0 

YOCNOEB). 

Stone's,  Richabd    (of    Bent-charge  oat  of  Palfrey  Oreen  Leaaow,  now  belonging 

Caldmobe).  to  Peter  Cotteri]l,of 0    6    8 

This  has  not  been  paid  for  many  years. 

We  bbb's,  Thomas Rent-charge  oat  of  Cow  Leasow,  in  Shelfleld,  of I    0    0 

Wollaston's,    Blanch    Income  ftom  hoaaea  and  land 6S  10    0 

Also  moneys  since  invested  in  the  fonda. 

Wollaston's,  Thos These  charities  became  amalgamated  with  that  of  Blanch 

John  (the  bldrr),  and       Wollaston's, 
John  (tbb  tounobb) 

Wilcox's,  Jobk Rent-charge  oat  of  a  piece  of  land  in  Darlaston,  ealled 

Radley  Gutter  Field,  of 0  16    0 

Sold  in  1914,  and  produce  inyested. 

TO  THE  FOREIGN  OF  WALSALL. 

Anonymous Rent'Oharge  out  of  a  Fann  at  Tiittle  BloKwioh,  belonglsg 

to  Whitmore  Jones,  of  , 9  11    0 

King's,  William Three  days'  work  of  Land  in  Long  Cockstalla,  Great 

Bloxwich SCO 

Sold  by  the  late  William  Cotterill  to  Mr.  McBxlde. 
The  oitire  eetate  belongs  to  the  charity. 

Mubbay'b,  Samubl £S  yearly.— Lost. 

Pabkbb's,  William  ....    InTeatment  of  jMOO  to  Merobaat  Tallon*  Company   ....    SO   0   0 

Pabkbb's,  Bobbbt  ....    Lands  at  Great  Bloxwioh and  Eaaington Wood MOO 

Mine  Boyaltiee  beaidee. 

Bobivson's,  BicHABD  . .    Beot-chaTge  of  SOD 

No  payment  hae  been  made  for  many  yeara. 
Bbdwabb'b,  William..    Bent-obaige  of  IQSd— Loet. 
Wmatblby's.Hbnbt  ..    Bent-charge  out  of  two  pieoee  of  land,  called  "  Coal- 

poolLaad/'of  , 6   0   0 
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Gbbat  Barb  is  three  miles  from  Walsall^  and  situated  on  the 
declivity  of  the  lofty  Barr-beacon^  on  the  top  of  which  the 
Druids  gave  notice  of  their  quarterly  sacrifices^  and  the  Saxons 
alarmed  the  people  on  any  invasion  of  the  Danes.  It  embraces 
4960  acres  of  land^  and  contains  1100  people. 

Barr  Hall  is  the  seat  of  the  Scott  family;  in  the  garden  is 
an  urn  of  statuaiy  marble  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Mary 
Dolman^  whose  elegant  epitaph,  in  Latin,  inscribed  on  the 
pedestal,  is  from  the  pen  of  her  cousin,  the  celebrated  Shen- 
stone,  whose  hand  also  laid  out  the  beautiful  grounds  on  this 
spot.  The  church  was  founded  by  a  Mrs.  Bromwich,  and  the 
six  bells  given  by  a  Mrs.  Whitby.  The  church  lands  consist 
of  66a,  and  17p.,  on  Barr  Common,  half  of  the  rent  of  which 
is  paid  to  the  clerk. 

Addyes^s  Free  School. 

In  the  Charity  Commissionen'  Report,  1823,  it  is  stated  that  "Thomas  Addyes, 
of  Great  Barr,  by  will,  dated  18th  October,  1722,  devised  to  his  brothers,  Joseph 
Addyes  and  Nicholas  Addyes,  and  their  heirs,  a  messuage,  with  the  appnrienances, 
situate  at  Sneal's  Gh^en,  in  Great  Barr,  with  the  bams,  stables,  shops,  gardens, 
orchards  and  premises  thereto  belonging,  then  divided  into  several  dwellings ;  and 
a  dose  or  pasture  of  ground,  then  divided  into  several  parts,  called  Pitt  Fields, 
being  part  of  the  lands  and  premises  in  Great  Barr,  in  trust,  to  permit  a  school- 
master to  live  in  some  part  of  th&  messuage,  and  instruct  13  poor  children  to 
read  English  well,  and  to  write — such  children  to  be  nominated  from  time  to  time 
by  his  brothers,  and  the  heir  of  the  survivor  of  them ;  and  to  permit  the  school- 
master and  his  successors  to  let  the  messuage*  and  receive  the  rents  thereof  to 
his  own  use— such  schoolmaster  to  be  nominated  by  his  brothers,  and  the  heir  of 

the  survivor. 

8d 
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"NichoUa  Addyes,  of  Sutton  Coldfield,  one  of  the  brothew  of  thP  »»««. 

of  ^  Reld  tl!  Irjr  ^'*' «'  '--d  lying  in  Great  Barr.  «;Ued  Mill  S 
L  V  i  '       "^'^  '^  '^"'"  "^^^  thereafter  wed  and  employed  as  a  fart W 

his  brother.  ^      °^  ""  *'"'  '*^«'  """^  «  *•"«  charity  of 

"By  indentures  of  lease  and  release   datpH  is*fc  ..j  iiui.  tv        .      . 
between  Ann  Scott  widow  dp«.rihli       i.       x .        ^  ^^"^  December,  179i, 

solely  in  herself  and  her  hein,  •  it  J!  ^,      ^'^  ^^  *™«t  Premises  to  remain 
William.  John,  and  JaLl^;.!  „  "^  '^  ^  ^^  '^'^^'^^  to 

ketself  aid  W^  jS  '  1^  I"  ^"'""Tfu'"  ^^'  "^  '"•^"»"«^'  to  the  use  of 

-hool  at  Great  B^.  tht^ W^^^  wT  f~"' "  r"*-'"^''*'^"'- 
and  a.,  the  produ.  thereof  l^tSell^t Cte^'X^r 

^ousjt^r::;:s^rr;:dTtr2-^-j^ 

adjommg;  one  of  which  has  beenoonvprf«i  •  .  u^  .  *  *^  tenements 
other  is  let  by  the  m.ter.  to  atTSyeaT^  ^^'^Tr^^j.'^ 

consisting  of  art'fourtLtTT,^  "wT'  '""'^  *•"«  ^«^^  ^ 
containing  about  a.  acreTd  Ta^  Si  """?'  '^"'^  *''*'  "*-' 
Kelds  given  by  Thomas  Adjes  *"'*^  '^^^^  '°™  «»  Ktt 

Parliament  of  35th  G^'m  VrLST?  ""*"  ^'^  ^''-'  »'  *-^ct  of 
the  m«.or  of  Great  Barr  and' ASX^.h*^*"^?  ^^  ""^  ^*  ^^ 
^e  n^nor.  for  6a.  Ik,  16p.  p^t^SS  St^'i.'^*''^'  »~  "^  t"-  J-««  of 
Hilla.  "'^  uwiosure  in  the  same  manor,  called  Little 

"There  is  also  an  allotment  of  5a  2»  i„  •.k-  i. 
the  time  of  the  incloeure,  in  li^J^onf^     """"  ''' ''''  *^*^^  *^°^  *t 
the  whole  of  the  trust  pro^Hj  "^^  ^^  *^'  ^"^"^^  ^hts  belonging  to 

"The  £400  left  by  Mrs   Snnff   ;. 
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''The  schoolmaster  receives  the  whole  of  the  rents  of  the  land,  or  the  profits 
of  it,  and  for  this  educates  20  poor  boys  of  the  parish — the  number  of  13,  pre- 
scribed by  the  founder,  having  been  increased  to  20  many  years  ago  by  the 
trustees,  as  they  thought  the  improvement  of  the  funds  sufficient  to  maintain 
that  increased  number.  The  master  makes  a  quarterly  return  of  the  children  in 
the  school  and  the  candidates  for  vacancies,  which  are  filled  up  as  they  occor  from 
that  list." 

The  scholars  are  taught  readings  writings  and  arithmetic ; 
they  find  their  own  books  and  writing  materials^  and  pay  Is. 
a-year  for  firing.  In  every  other  respect  the  instruction  is 
perfectly  gratuitous.  The  children  are  supplied  with  clothings 
consisting  of  a  gown  of  brown  cloth,  a  cap  and  collar,  from 
the  fund  provided_^by^Mrs  /^Scott. 

GiBLs'  School. 

A  school  for  girls  is  kept  by  a  schoolmistress,  in  a  house  in 
the  chapel-yard,  towards  the  maintenance  of  which  the  two 
annual  sums  following  are  applied : — 

1. — ^A  sum  of  £2  8s.  (stated  in  the  returns  under  the  Act  of  the  26  Creo.  UI. 
(1786)  to  have  been  given  by  John  Scott)  is  paid  as  a  rent-charge  upon  a  farm  in 
Great  Barr,  called  Penfold  farm,  formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Hoo  (father  of  the 
late  Lady  Scott),  and  before  that  to  one  John  Scott,  and  now  the  property,  in 
undivided  moieties,  of  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  Esq.  (the  son  of  Sir  Joseph  Scott), 
and  Edward  Thomas  Foley,  Esq. 

2. — The  sum  of  £1 10s.  (stated  in  the  returns  of  1786  to  have  been  given  by 
Joseph  Gibbons)  is  paid  by  Mr.  Richard  Wood,  as  a  charge  upon  the  Skip  farm, 
in  Great  Barr,  occupied  by  him,  and  the  joint  property  also  of  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  Foley,  formerly  purchased  by  Mr.  Hoo,  from  the  family  of  the  Gibbons's. 

The  number  of  girls  whom  the  schoolmistress  takes^  in 
consideration  of  these  payments^  is  five^  being  three  for  the 
larger^  and  two  for  the  smaller  sum^  whom  she  teaches  to  read^ 
write,  and  sew. 

The  house  in  the  chapel-yard,  inhabited  by  the  school- 
mistress, is  stated  to  have  been  built  many  years  ago  by  some  of 
the  Hoo  family,  and  that  John  Bedworth,  was  the  first  inhabi- 
tant, and  was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  a  school 
for  the  children  of  the  township.  After  his  death  the  school  was 
continued,  first  by  his  widow,  and  then  by  his  eldest  daughter, 
iuid  on  her  death,  by  her  sister,  Ann  Bedworth. 
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In  the  sister's  time  repairs  were  done  to  the  house  by  Sir 
Joseph  Scott,  and  the  school -room  was  made  use  of  as  a  vestry, 
and  a  piece  of  garden  ground,  adjoining  one  end  of  the  house, 
was  converted  by  Sir  Joseph  into  a  plantation ;  but  all  this  is 
stated  by  Mrs.  Bedworth  to  have  been  done  upon  application 
to,  and  by  the  consent  of,  her  sister.  After  her  sister's  death, 
Mrs.  Bedworth,  finding  she  did  not  want  the  school-room,  gave 
it  up  entirely  to  be  used  as  a  vestry,  and  for  the  purpose  of  a 
Sunday  school. 

We  have  before  noticed,  that  a  small  allotment  of  18  perches 
was  made  on  the  inclosure  of  Aldridge  and  Barr,  in  respect  of 
common  rights  belonging  to  this  house,  which  has  been  errone- 
ously treated  as  part  of  the  allotment  awarded  to  the  trustees 
of  Addyes's  Free  School  (in  the  west  comer  of  which  it  is 
placed),  and  is  let  therewith. 
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Addyes's  Chabity  fob  Clothing. — In  the  will  of  Thomas 
Addyes,  above  mentioned,  is  a  clause,  whereby  he  directed 
that  his  freehold  and  copyhold  lands  in  Great  Barr,  and 
Walsall,  and  elsewhere  in  the  county  of  Stafibrd,  should  stand 
charged  with  the  payment  of  £5  per  annum,  for  ever,  for  the 
clothing  of  four  poor  old  women  of  Great  Barr,  yearly,  to  be 
named  by  the  above-mentioned  Joseph  Addyes,  and  his  heirs, 
and  to  be  clothed  as  he  and  they  should  think  fit.  The  land 
on  which  this  sum  is  charged  became  the  property  of  John 
Scott,  Esq.,  as  devisee  of  his  aunt,  Mrs.  Scott ;  £6  yearly  is 
derived  therefrom,  in  providing  four  poor  women  of  Great 
Barr,  with  various  articles  of  clothing,  which  are  delivered  to 
them  on  or  about  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Bbead  Money. — An  annual  sum  of  £2  12s.  is  paid  as  a 
charge  on  the  Pinfold  farm,  which  (as  well  as  the  £2  10s. 
already  mentioned)  is  stated  in  the  returns  of  1786,  as  the  gift 
of  John  Scott.  This  is  applied  to  a  distribution  of  two 
shillings'  worth  of  bread  every  other  Sunday,  which  is  given 
away  in  penny  loaves  to  poor  persons  of  the  chapelry  (generally 
children),  who  attend  the  chapel. 
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Beomwich's  Charity. — The  chapelry  of  Great  Barr  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
parish  of  Handsworth^  belonging  to  the  charity  of  Thomas 
Bromwich,  to  Great  Barr,  Perry  Barr,  and  Hands  worth.  The 
rent  of  the  land  is  received  by  the  chorchwarden  of  Hands- 
worth,  who  pays  over  to  the  other  two  places  the  proportions 
belonging  to  them.  The  rent  is  £8  a-year,  which  gives 
£2  13s.  4d.  as  the  third  due  to  Great  Barr. 

Cox's  Charity. — The  chapel  warden  receives  £2  10s. 
a-year,  as  the  portion  dae  to  Great  Barr,  of  the  gift  of  Thomas 
Cox,  charged  upon  land  in  Aldridge ;  this,  with  Bromwich's 
charity,  above-mentioned,  the  chapelwarden  gives  away  on 
Whit- Monday,  to  poor  persons  of  the  chapelry,  in  small  sums 
proportionate  to  the  number  in  their  families. 

Dole  prom  Shu  stock  Meadows. — Two  old  parishioners 
stated,  about  sixty  years  ago  they  received  each  Is.  on  Good 
Friday,  for  five  or  six  years,  which  they  understood  was  a  dole 
payable  out  of  the  Shustock  Meadows  in  Great  Barr.  It  was 
paid  to  them  by  a  Mr.  Wight,  the  occupier  of  those  meadows. 
They  could  not  state  how  many  persons  received  it.  This  dole 
is  lost. 

Custom  Money. — In  Shaw's  History  of  StaflTordshire,  is 
mentioned  a  custom  formerly  prevalent  in  this  parish,  for  the 
rector,  on  every  Christmas  day,  to  give  to  every  person,  great 
and  small,  of  his  parish,  that  would  then  come  to  his  house,  as 
much  bread,  beef,  mustard,  and  vinegar,  as  they  could  eat ;  but 
which  had  of  late  years,  been  commuted  for  a  money  payment. 
Many  years  ago  this  dinner  was  given,  but  it  has  for  many 
years  been  discontinued,  and  instead  thereof,  the  rector  of 
Aldridge  gives  to  every  housekeeper,  who  demands  it,  in 
Aldridge,  sixpence ;  and  in  Barr,  eightpence,  which  is  called 
Custom  Money.     The  origin  of  the  custom  is  unknown. 

Chapel  Lands. 

The  earliest  document  in  existence  respecting  this  property 
is  a  conveyance,  dated  the  30th  September,  1682,  by  two 
surviving  trustees  to  new  trustees,  in  which  the  description  of 
the  premises,  and  the  trusts  on  which  they  are  conveyed,  are 
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the  same  as  are  contained  in  the  following  later  trust  deed. 
The  Charity  Commissioners'  Report,  1823,  states: — 

"By  indenture  of  release,  founded  on  a  lease  for  a  year,  and  dated  3rd 
August,  1793,  made  between  Joseph  Scott,  Esq.,  (now  Sir  Joseph  Soott)  therein 
described  as  nephew  and  heir-at-law  of  Joseph  Scott,  late  of  Birmingham, 
deceased,  the  surviving  trustee  named  in  certain  indentures,  dated  1st  and  Sod 
December,  1727,  of  the  one  part ;  and  the  Honourable  Edward  Eoley,  and  ten 
others,  of  the  other  part ;  after  reciting  that  the  cottages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  therein    mentioned  (except   such   parts   thereof  as   had   been 
exchanged,  and  were  thereinafter  specified),  being  anciently  given  by  John  late 
Lord  Ferrers,  and  others,  for  the  maintaining  and  finding  of  a  derk  to  serve 
yearly  in  the  chapel  of  Great  Barr,  and  the  overplus  of  the  profits,  if  any,  to  be 
employed  for  and  towards  the  repairs  of  the  chapel,  were,  by  the  indentures  of 
1727,  settled  and  assured  to  the  use  of  Joseph  Scott,  deceased,  and  others,  and 
their  heirs,  as  feoffees  in  trust  for  the  disposing  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of 
the  same  lands,  to  the  uses  aforesaid,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  donors ; 
it  was  witnessed,  that  for  preserving  the  charitable  gift  for  ever,  and  for  carrying 
on  the  trust  in  liim  Joseph  Scott  (party  thereto)  reposed,  at  the  request  of  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  Great  Barr,  Joseph  Scott  did  grant,  bargain,  sell, 
release,  and  confirm,  unto  Edward  Foley  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  those  two 
cottages  or  tenements,  then  converted  into  one,  being  in  Great  Barr,  late  in  the 
occupations  of  Timothy  Wheeley,  and  Benjamin  Bromwich,  but  then  of  Bichard 
Grove;  and  also  three  closes,  leasows  or  pastures,  for  many  years  past  into 
several  parts  divided,  in  Great  Barr,  called  Femey  hills,  late  in  the  occupation  of 
Timothy  Wheeley,  afterwards  of  William  Pain,  and  then  of  Thomas  Moore ;  and 
all  that  close  of  land,  in  Great  Barr,  called  Mill  hill  piece,  containing  by  estima- 
tion seven  acres,  late  in  the  occupation  of  John  Rooker,  afterwards  of  William 
Pain,  and  then  of  Thomas  Moore,  (and  formerly  exchanged  for  Grounte  tree  or 
Counter  hill  close);   and  all  those  three  parcels  of  inclosed  lands,  called  the 
Woods,  in  Great  Barr,  containing  by  estimation  four  acres,  or  thereaboats» 
adjoining  to  Femey  hills  on  the  south  and  west  sides  thereof,  and  formerly 
exchanged  for  Clerk's  croft ;  and  also  all  that  other  close  or  leasow,  called  Saint 
Margaret's  croft,  alias  the  Coneygrie,  late  in  the  occupation  of  William  Brooks, 
and  then  of  WiUiam  Bothams  the  younger ;  all  which  cottages,  lands,  &c.,  were 
lying  together  in  Ghreat  Barr;  to  hold  to  Edward  Foley,  and  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  to  the  only  use  of  Joseph  Scott  (party  thereto),  Edward  Foley  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust,  that  they,  and  the  survivors  and 
survivor  of  them,  and  his  heirs,  should  yearly  lay  out  the  rents  of  the  premises 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  clerk  to  serve  in  Great  Barr  chapel ;  the  overplus,  if  any, 
to  be  laid  out  in  the  reparation  of  the  chapel,  according  to  the  meaning  of  the 
first  donors  thereof." 

In   the  year   1795^  an  act  was  passed  for  indosing  the 
commons  within  the  manor  of  Great  Barr  and  Aldridge^  and 
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the  commissioners  uoder  tliat  act,  by  their  award,  dated  the  4th 
July,  1799,  awarded  to  Joseph  Scott,  Edward  Foley,  and 
others,  surviving  tmstees  of  Great  Barr  chapel  charity,  as 
owners  of  certain  lands  within  the  manor,  in  satisfaction  of 
their  common  rights,  a  parcel  of  land,  containing  6a.  Is.  2iiP.* 
They  also  awarded  to  the  owners  of  a  certain  messuage, 
garden  and  premises,  within  the  manor,  late  in  the  possession 
of  Richard  Groves,  deceased,  in  satisfaction  of  common  rights, 
1b.  18p.  This  allotment  is  marked  52^  on  the  map  of  the  in- 
closure,  and  is  an  oblong  piece,  lying  in  the  west  comer  of  the 
first  mentioned  allotment  (which  is  marked  52),  close  adjoining 
the  turnpike  road  from  AValsall  to   Tamworth.     Under  the 

*  The  allotment  which  k  marked  bi  on  the  map  of  the  inclosnre,  most  inclado 
a  small  slip  of  land  at  the  east  side  of  it,  marked  on  the  map  '*52ft  Poor's 
Oa.  2b.  7p."  as  this  slip  of  land  is  not  mentioned  in  anj  of  the  abuttals  in  the 
award,  and  the  quantity  of  land,  called  Chapel  charitj  land,  in  the  book  accom- 
panying the  map,  is  there  stated  to  contain  5a.  Sr.  14p.  being  the  abore  quantity 
•of  6a.  IR.  21  p.  minos  the  Oa.  211.  7p.  called  on  the  map  *'  Poor's."  On  examining 
the  award,  we  oonld  not  find  any  allotment  awarded  to  the  poor  of  that  qoantity  of 
OA.  2r.  7p. 

The  following  delineation  of  tho  situation  of  the  different  allotments  in 
question,  in  this  and  the  other  charities,  may  assist  in  elucidating  the  statements. 
It  only  represents  the  position,  not  the  relatiye  size  or  abape  of  the  respective 
parcels }— 
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powers  given  to  the  coiDmissioners  by  this  a«t,  the  following 
exchanges  have  taken  place^  which  have  greatly  altered  the 
state  of  the  trust  property  : — 

By  their  said  award,  the  commissioners,  with  the  consent  of 
the  said  trustees  (the  said  Joseph  Scott  being  one  of  them),  and 
with  the  consent  of  Joseph  Scott,  exchanged  and  gave  up  to 
Joseph  Scott  nine  several  closes  of  old  enclosed  ground,  called 
Chapel  Hills,  in  Great  Barr,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Barr  mill  towards  Queslet,  containing  28a.  26p.  then 
in  the  possession  of  Joseph  Scott,  in  lieu  of  and  in  exchange  for 
a  plot  of  ground  upon  Barr  common,  containing  66a.  7p.  marked 
in  the  map  18.  The  land  thus  exchanged,  called  in  the  award 
Chapel  hills  (and  which  is  also  known  by  the  name  of  the  Clerk's 
hills),  comprised  all  the  parcels  specified  in  the  trust  deed  above 
mentioned,  except  the  cottage  occupied  by  Grove,  and  the  close 
called  Saint  Margaret's  croft,  or  the  Coneygrie.  This  close 
also  was  given  in  exchange,  by  the  commissioners  award,  by 
the  description  of  Ash  Furlong  (the  name  by  which  it  has  been 
usually  known  of  late  years),  situate  near  Barr  Beacon,  in  Great 
Barr,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Bothams,  containing  2a.  3r. 
30p.  to  the  Rev.  John  Walters,  for  a  parcel  of  ground  in  the 
award,  allotted  to  John  Walters  as  his  third  allotment  upon 
Great  Barr  common,  containing  3a.  3r.  24p.  The  award  was 
signed  by  nine  of  the  ten  surviving  trustees. 

The  parcels  of  property  belonging  to  the  charity,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  disposed  of,  are  as  follow : — 

1st. — The  allotment  of  66a.  7f.  received  in  exchange  for  the  Clerk's  hills  from 
Sir  Joseph  Scott,  was  immediately  let  by  the  trustees  to  Sir  Joseph  for  a  term  of 
years,  which  expired  at  Christmas  1830,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £24.  Sir  Joseph 
granted  an  underlease  to  one  Nathaniel  Brookhouse,  who  totally  neglected  the 
land,  which  remained  uncultivated.  Sir  Joseph  Scott  had  made  the  boimdary 
fence,  but  no  cross  fences  were  made,  and  the  quick  in  the  boundary  fence  was  de- 
stroyed for  want  of  care.  In  the  year  1823,  the  agent  of  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  finding 
that  the  tenant  was  incapable  either  of  managing  the  land  or  paying  his  rent, 
accepted  a  surrender  of  his  underlease,  and  let  the  land,  on  the  behalf  of  the 

trustees,  and  subject  to  their  approval,  to  Mr. Lee,  a  considerable  owner 

of  land  in  the  township,  for  21  years  from  Lady-day  1823,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£24,  the  lessee  undertaking  to  subdivide  the  land,  and  bring  it  into  proper  culti- 
vation. 
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It  seems  evident,  that  the  immediate  object  of  this  exchange  was  the  accom- 
modation of  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  as  the  Clerk's  hills  were  contiguons  to  his  gronnds, 
into  which  they  were  afterwards  laid.  The  commissioners,  in  estimating  the 
value  of  the  respective  lands  by  the  test  of  quality  and  quantity,  appear  to  have 
given  a  fair  equivalent  to  the  charity.  The  66  acres  are  poor  land;  but  about  20 
are  better  than  the  rest,  and  are  stated  to  be  as  good  as  the  Clerk's  hills,  though 
less  valuable,  from  their  situation  not  being  so  convenient.  It  appears,  however, 
that  there  was  some  timber  upon  the  Clerk's  hills  which  the  comtnissioners  did 
not  take  into  consideration  in  fixing  the  value  of  the  land,  conceiving,  as  one  of 
them  stated,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  Charity  Commissioners  desired  a  survey  to  be  taken;  and  upon  this 
survey,  it  was  found  that  there  were  ^I  oaks  and  15  ash  trees,  besides  some  old 
trees  decayed  at  the  core ;  the  value  of  the  trees,  with  the  bark,  was  estimated  at 
£112  2s.  lid.,  a  value,  part  of  which  was  probably  acquired  by  growth  after  the 
exchange.  They  stated  that  Sir  Joseph  Scott  ought  to  account  to  the  charity  for 
the  value  of  this  timber,  as  well  as  for  the  loss  sustained  by  the  mismanagement 
of  the  land  occupied  by  his  under-tenant ;  but  it  was  alleged  that  he  had  more 
than  satisfied  any  demands  the  charity  could  have  had  against  him,  by  the  monies 
which  it  appears  he  at  different  times  expended  upon  the  chapel,  up  to  1825,  and 
which  amounted  to  about  £1750.  This  expenditure  supplied  the  chapel  with  six 
bells,  an  organ,  new  windows,  seven  of  them  painted,  a  new  spire,  battlements 
and  porch,  an  altar-piece,  pulpit  cloths,  book,  velvet  and  gold  cushions,  &c.  By 
these  disbursements  the  chapel  was  highly  ornamented ;  but  it  will  be  seen  here- 
after, that  the  more  essential  work  of  new  pews  and  repairs  of  the  chapel  was 
provided  for  by  what  seems  improvident  disposition  of  the  trust  property : — 

A.   B.    p. 

2. — ^The  allotment  awarded  to  the  trustees,  containing  6    1  21 

The  allotment  received  in  exchange  from  Mr.  Walter,  containing    3    3  24 

And  the  allotment  awarded  to  the  owners  of  Grove's  house, )     n    i  i  g 
containing  j 

In  the  whole  10    2  23 

were  conveyed  by  the  trustees  by  indenture  of  demise,  dated  30th  December, 

1800,  by  the  description  of  that  plot  of  ground  containing  by  mensuration 
10a.  2r.  23p.  being  part  of  Great  Barr  common,  inclosed  and  lying  by  the  side  of 
the  WalsaU  and  Tamworth  road,  for  the  sum  of  £220,  to  Joseph  Osborne,  for  a 
term  of  99  years  from  Lady-day,  ISOO,  at  a  pepper-com  rent.  This  sale  appears 
to  have  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  sum  of  money  towards  the  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  of  £523  due  to  Mr.  John  Fallowes,  chapelwarden,  for  money 
expended  by  him,  with  the  consent  of  the  inhabitants,  in  new  pewing  and  repairing 
the  chapel ;  and  the  £220  was  accordingly  paid  over  to  him  on  the  20th  January, 

1801.  It  would  perhaps  be  difficult  to  justify  this  alienation  of  the  trust  property 
for  so  long  a  period :  the  consideration  given  for  it  was,  however,  fully  adequate 
to  the  value  of  the  interest  conveyed;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  a  bona  fide 
transaetioii,  with  a  view  to  effect  a  legitimate  object  of  the  trust,  and  a  sufficient 

3e 
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income  remained  from  the  other  property  to  satisfy  the  other  branch  of  the 
charity,  the  maintenance  of  the  clerk.  * 

3. — The  house  occupied  by  Eichard  Grove  is  specifically  stated  in  the  trust 
deed  of  1793,  as  that  which  by  the  earlier  trust  deed  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
trustees  of  the  charity,  and  there  does  not  appear  any  reason  to  doubt  its  identity. 
This  house  joined  the  land  called  the  Clerk's  hills ;  and  it  was  always  considered 
to  belong  to  the  clerk  of  Barr  chapel.  Before  Grove's  time  it  had  been  occupied 
by  Timothy  Wheeley,  who,  with  his  father,  had  been  chapel  clerks  for  64  years ; 
and  both  Wheeley  and  Grove  occupied  it  rent  free.  Grove,  however,  claimed 
the  house  as  his  own  freehold,  and  the  trustees  brought  an  ejectment  against  him. 
In  this  action  they  failed,  and  thereupon  filed  a  bill  in  Chancery  against  him ;  in 
his  answer  to  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  committed  peijury,  for  which  he 
was  indicted,  but  died  before  the  proceedings  came  to  trial.  After  his  death,  Sir 
Joseph  Scott  purchased  the  cottage  and  garden  for  £110,  of  Hannah  Grove,  his 
widow,  and  Richard  Grove,  his  son  and  heir,  who  conveyed  the  premises  to  Sir 
Joseph  in  fee,  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release  of  the  23rd  and  24th  June,  1802, 
and  they  were  afterwards  occupied  by  one  of  his  labourers.  It  is  difficult  to 
discover  on  what  ground  Grove's  title  to  tliis  house  could  be  maintained  in 
opposition  to  the  evidence  of  successive  trust  deeds.  At  all  events,  it  seems  to 
have  been  a  most  irregular  transaction  for  Sir  Joseph  Scott  to  become  the 
purchaser,  for  his  own  benefit,  of  these  premises,  which  had  been  conveyed  to 
him  by  the  trust  deeds  of  1793,  as  a  trustee  for  the  ciiarity,  and  after  he  liad 
concurred  with  the  other  trustees  in  claiming  them  against  Grove,  and  also  in 
demising  to  Osborne  in  1800,  as  before  stilted,  as  part  of  the  trust  property,  the 
allotment  awarded  upon  the  inclosure  to  the  owner  of  Grove's  house.  It  seems 
very  doubtful  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  this  purchase  could  be  upheld 
in  a  court  of  equity,  as  made  by  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  on  his  own  account.  The 
cottage  and  garden  are  worth  about  £4  a-year.  It  is  said,  that  there  were 
formerly  some  old  outbuildings  on  the  premises,  which  were  taken  down  some 
years  ago ;  but  it  cannot  be  shown  to  what  extent  the  value  of  the  property  may 
have  been  thereby  deteriorated. 

Thus^  it  appears  that  the  only  pa*rt  of  the  trust  estate 
available  as  a  source  of  income^  is  the  allotment  of  66a.  and 
7p.  ;  and  this  circumstance  has  probably  been  the  cause  of  a 
considerable  error  in  the  last  trust  deed.  By  that  deed^  which 
is  dated  the  4th  November,  1819,  after  reciting  the  previous 

*  It  is  right  to  mention,  that  in  consideration  of  the  £220  paid  to  the  trnstees, 
and  intended  to  be  applied  in  part  discharge  of  the  debt  aforesaid,  a  farther  demise, 
bearing  even  date  with  the  former,  was  made  by  the  chapelwarden  (John  Fellowes) 
and  the  overseers,  to  Joseph  Osborne,  of  a  plot  of  ground,  containing  2s.  26p.  part 
of  Great  Barr  common,  then  lately  inclosed.  This  was  a  plot  marked  5Sa  on  the 
map,  allotted  to  the  almshonse,  and  sitaated  on  the  south  comer  of  the  allotment 
to  the  trustees. 
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deed  of  the  8rd  August  above  abstracted^  and  also  the 
exchange  of  the  Chapel  Hills  for  the  allotment  on  Barr  common 
of  66a.  and  7p.  under  the  award  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
inclosure.  Sir  Joseph  Scott,  and  Walter  Day,  as  surviving 
trustees,  conveyed  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  of  the  Earl  of 
Bradford,  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  Esq.,  Nathaniel  Gooding 
Clark,  Esq.,  William  Tenant,  of  Aston  Hall,  Esq.,  Edward 
Thomas  Foley,  Esq.,  the  Rev.  John  Dudley,  of  Himley,  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Lane  Freer,  the  Rev.  William  Scott,  of  Aldridge, 
the  Rev.  John  Davids,  of  Aldridge,  and  Thomas  Day,  of  Great 
Barr,  farmer,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  parcel  of  land, 
containing  66a.  and  7p.  upon  the  same  trusts  as  are  declared  in 
the  former  deeds.  The  deed  contains  no  conveyance,  as  it 
ought  to  have  done,  of  the  reversion  of  the  land  demised  to 
Osborne,  nor  of  the  cottage  or  cottages  mentioned  in  the 
former  deeds,  whether  the  same  be  the  cottage  formerly 
occupied  by  Grove,  or  any  other.  As  to  these  portions  of  the 
property,  therefore,  Sir  Joseph  Scott  and  Walter  Day  continued 
to  be  the  only  trustees ;  and  the  commissioners  recommended 
that  immediate  steps  should  be  taken  to  vest  them  in  the  same 
trustees  as  the  other  land.  The  income  of  the  charity,  con- 
sisting of  the  rent  of  £24  for  the  allotment,  is  equally  divided; 
£12  is^paid  to  the  chapel  clerk  for  his  salary,  and  £12  is  carried 
to  the  chapelwardens  account,  to  be  employed  in  the  repairs  qf 
the  chapel. 


BROCTON, 

Brocton  is  a  village  nearly  four  miles  south  by  east  of 
Stafford,  comprising  800  acres,  730  of  which  belong  to  W.  F. 
Chetwynd,  Esq.,  of  Brocton  Hall ;  an  ancient  mansion 
situated  in  a  noble  park. 

Fbee  School. — There  is  a  small  endowment  for  education 
in  this  township,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  land  called  the  School 
Leasow,  containing  6a.  1  b.  1  p.,  and  two  doles  in  the  Town-hills, 
containing,  one  2r.  5r.  the  other  2b.  20p.  There  are  no 
documents  known  to  exist  respecting  the  donor  of  this  land. 
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but  it  is  believed  to  be  derived  from  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Bridgman,  for  teaching  poor  boys  and  girls  of  the  township  of 
Brocton,  to  read  and  work.  There  appears  to  have  been  a 
succession  of  trustees  of  this  property,  appointed  by  writing 
by  the  survivors  of  preceding  trustees,  as  occasion  required. 
The  present  trustees  are.  Sir  George  Chetwynd,  Bart.,  of 
Grendon  Hall,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  George  Chetwynd, 
Esq.,  of  Brocton  Lodge,  and  Mr.  John  Birch,  of  Brocton 
Gate.  The  land  is  let  for  the  yearly  rent  of  £6  6s.,  which 
appears  to  be  its  fair  value.  This  is  paid  to  a  schoolmistress  in 
Brocton,  who,  for  this  remuneration,  teaches  nine  poor 
children  of  parishioners  of  the  township,  the  boys  to  read, 
and  the  girls  to  read  and  sew.  Both  schoolmistress  and 
scholars  are  appointed  by  the  trustees.  It  appears,  that  prior 
to  1778,  the  land  was  let  for  £2  10s.,  and  six  children  were 
then  sent  to  the  school.  In  that  year  the  rent  was  raised  to  £3 
and  a  seventh  scholar  was  sent. 

Poor's  Croft. — There  is  a  small  croft  or  plot  of  ground  in 
Brocton,'  called  the  Poor's  Croft,  supposed  to  have  been  also 
derived  from  the  gift  of  Mrs.  Dorothy  Bridgman,  and  appro- 
priated to  the  relief  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  township. 
It  is  let  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Levett,  of  Milford  in  Baswich,  as 
yearly  tenant,  at  a  good  rent  of  £1  which  is  received  T)y  Mr. 
Chetwynd,  and  distributed  by  him,  with  other  private  contri- 
butions, on  St.  Thomas's-day,  among  the  poorest  parishioners 
of  Brocton.     Each  receives  2s.  6d.  or  3s. 


BOBBINGTON. 

BoBBiNOTON  is  on  the  verge  of  the  county,  nine  miles  sonth-west 
of  Wolverhampton,  having  2,630  acres  of  land,  and  only  418 
people,  part  of  both  contents  being  in  Shropshire.  Mr.  Mosely 
lives  at  Leaton  Hall,  and  is  lord  of  the  manor  and  impropriator 
of  the  tithes,  a  very  powerful  combination  where  a  man  fancies 
himself  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  a  quiet  and  almost  unknown 
parish.  The  author  of  Verdant  Green,  Edward  Bradley,  alias 
Cuthbeii;  Bede,  was  curate  here,  which  may  account  for  a  young 
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clergyman  having  time  enough  to  write  satirical  volumes,  and 
also  for  seizing  an  opportunity  to  vent  his  spleen  against  those 
jolly  dogs  at  Oxford  who,  whilst  he  was  ''  passing  rich  with 
forty  pounds  a  year/'  were  enjoying  themselves  as  students  of 
theology  too  often  do  at  the  Universities. 

This  parish  is  in  the  diocese  of  Hereford,  and  some  of  the 
landed  property  belonged  to  the  late  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell, 
Vice- Chancellor  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  who  was  bold  enough 
to  declare  and  give  judgment  in  favour  of  the  foundation  boys, 
and  to  abolish  the  boarder's  system,  in  the  trial  as  to  the  Man- 
chester Free  School. 

Caeeswell's  Benefactions  to  the  Minister  and   to 

THE  Poor. 

Edward  Careswell,  by  a  codicil  to  his  will,  dated  the  24th 
February,  1689,  devised  the  sum  of  £10  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
yearly  into  the  hands  of  one  or  two  of  the  most  substantial  free- 
holders in  the  parish  of  Bobbington,  or  to  the  minister  himself 
oflBciating  in  the  parish  church  of  Bobbington  for  the  time 
being,  by  the  tenant  or  tenants  of  the  testator's  farm,  in  the 
parish  of  Bobbington,  as  an  augmentation  to  the  annual  stipend 
of  the  minister  for  ever.  He  further  gave  £10  to  the  poor  of 
the  parish,  to  remain  in  stock,  when  all  the  monies  formerly 
given  to  the  poor  should  be  settled  and  secured  therewith,  for 
their  relief  and  benefit. 

The  testator's  farm  at  Bobbington  was  part  of  a  considerable 
property  devised  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  providing  exhibi- 
tions for  certain  scholars  in  the  University  of  Oxford,  belonging 
to  the  Free  Qrammar  School  of  Bridgnorth.  By  a  decree  of 
the  Court  of  Chancery  for  new  modelling  the  application  of  the 
rents  of  the  several  estates,  the  above-mentioned  annuity  to  the 
minister  was  increased  to  the  sum  of  £40,  which  has  been  since 
annually  paid  to  him.  The  £10  given  by  the  testator  for 
the  use  of  the  poor  produces  5  per  cent,  interest.  The  interest, 
amounting  to  10s.  per  annum,  is  distributed  among  the  poor  of 
the  parish  on  some  sacrament  Sunday,  in  conjunction  with  such 
other  money  as  may  be  then  collected.  The  minister  super- 
intends this  distribution. 
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The  Free  School  oe  Hannah  and  Mary  Corbett. 

In  the  Charity  Commissioners'  Report  of  1823,  the  follow- 
ing account  of  this  endowment  is  given  : — 

"  By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  the  3rd  of  September,  and  enrolled 
in  Chancery  the  30th  of  October,  1792,  after  reciting  that  Hannah  Corbett,  with 
her  late  sister,  Mary  Corbett,  did  determine  on  laying  out  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  establishing  a  school  or  some  other  charity,  and  that 
Mary  Corbett  was  dead,  and  that  Hannah  Corbett,  in  pursuance  of  such  inten- 
tion, was  desirous  to  found  a  charity  for  instructing  twenty  poor  boys  and  twelve 
poor  girls  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  that  she  was  seised  in  fee  of  a  piece  of 
ground  in  the  parish  of  Bobbington,  whereon  she  was  erecting  a  dweUing-house 
and  two  schoolrooms  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and  in  order  to  raise  a  salary  for 
the  master  and  mbtress  of  the  school,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned, 
had  transferred  into  the  names  of  the  Rev.  John  Charles  Beckingham  and  others 
the  sum  of  £1,400  3  per.  cent  consolidated  bank  annuities,  which  would  raise  an 
annual  income  of  £42.  She,  Hannah  Corbett,  granted  to  C.  J.  Beckingham  and 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  piece  or  parcel  of  ground  situate  at  or  near 
the  upper  end  of  Whitecross  Lcasow,  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  leading  from 
Blakelands  to  Bobbington,  within  tlie  parish  of  Bobbington,  with  the  messuage  or 
dwelling-house,  school-rooms  and  other  buildings  then  erecting,  or  thereafter  to  be 
erected  or  built  thereon ;  and  it  was  declared  that  the  premises  were  so  conveyed 
to  J.  C.  Beckingham  and  others,  and  that  they  stood  possessed  of  £1,400  3  per 
cents.,  and  £42  per  annum,  the  interest  thereof,  on  the  trusts  following,  viz. : — 
That  the  trustees  should  elect  proper  persons  to  be  master  and  mistress  of  the 
school,  who  should  enjoy  the  dwelling-house,  school-rooms,  and  premises  so  long 
as  they  should  exercise  the  duties  of  the  office ;  that  out  of  the  dividends  of  £43 
an  annual  sum  of  £15  should  be  paid  to  the  master  of  the  school  for  instructing 
twenty  poor  boys  in  the  Christian  religion,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  in  other  useful 
and  necessary  learning  fit  and  proper  for  their  station  in  life;  that  the  further  annual 
sum  of  £5  should  be  paid  to  the  mistress  for  instructing  twelve  poor  girls  in  the  like 
principles  of  religion,  aud  in  reading,  knitting,  spinning,  and  in  working  with  the 
needle  at  plain  work,  and  other  useful  and  necessary  learning  fit  and  proper  for 
their  station  in  life ;  and  that  all  the  children  should  be  taught  the  catechism,  and 
to  sing  psalms ;  and  that  the  annual  sum  of  £22,  residue  of  the  dividends,  should 
be  laid  out  for  the  purchase  of  suitable  hats  and  great  coats  for  the  poor 
boys,  once  in  every  two  years,  at  Easter,  the  coats  to  be  of  a  brown  oolonr,  with 
red  capes,  and  in  the  purchase  of  suitable  gowns  and  hats  for  the  poor  girla^ 
once  in  every  two  years,  at  Easter,  the  gowns  to  be  of  a  brown  colour,  and  that 
the  same  should  be  worn  only  on  Sabbath  days,  on  which  day  all  the  boys 
and  girls  should  attend  divine  service  with  the  master  and  mistress,  and  learn  to 
repeat  the  collect  of  the  day,  and  that  one  pair  of  new  shoes  and  one  pair  of  new 
stockings  should  be  provided  for  each  boy  and  girl  once  in  erery  year;  and  that 
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80  much  of  the  dividends  as  should  remain,  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of 
books,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  and  other  necessaries  for  the  improvement  of  the 
children,  and  in  the  repairs  of  the  premises.  That  the  children  should  be 
appointed  by  the  trustees  from  among  the  very  poorest  children  of  and  resident 
within  the  parish  of  Bobbington;  orphans,  provided  for  by  the  overseers,  or 
children  whose  parents,  through  age  or  sickness,  are  incapable  of  providing  for 
their  families,  and  are  assisted  by  the  parish,  to  be  preferred;  if  a  sufficient 
number  of  such  are  not  found  in  the  parish,  the  deficiency  to  be  supplied  from 
the  parish  of  Claverley,  and  for  want  of  proper  objects  in  both  parishes,  from  any 
other  adjoining  parish;,  none  to  be  admitted  under  the  age  of  seven,  nor  to 
remain  after  the  age  of  15 ;  that  no  other  children  except  the  above  number, 
nominated  by  the  trustees,  shall  be  admitted ;  the  scholars,  on  leaving  the  school, 
to  be  entitled  to  the  wearing-apparel,  and  to  have  a  new  testament  and  prayer- 
book.  That  when  the  trustees  from  time  to  time  should  be  reduced  to  three,  others 
should  be  appointed  by  the  survivors,  as  they  should  think  fit,  of  substantial 
freeholders  resident  or  owners  of  lands  in  or  near  the  parish  of  Bobbington,  with 
power  to  the  trustees  to  make  bye-laws  for  the  better  management  of  the 
school." 

The  premises  conveyed  by  the  foregoing  deed^  consisting  of 

a  dwelling-house  and  two  school-rooms^  with  about  two  acres 

and  a  half  of  garden^  and  other  ground^  are  occupied  by  a 

master  and  mistress,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Comforth,  appointed  by  the 

trustees  to  preside  over  the  respective  schools.     The  former 

instructs  twenty  boys,  and  the  mistress  twelve  girls  in  the 

several  branches  of  education  prescribed  by  the  deed,  with  the 

exception   of   spinning,   which   it  was  found  inexpedient  to 

pursue.     The  children  are  also  provided  with  the  articles  of 

clothing  specified  in  the  deed,  and  until  the  year  1807,  were 

duly  supplied  with  books.     But  the  charity  having  become  in 

debt  (to  the  amount  of  £30,  from  an  increase  in  the  expense  of 

clothing,  it  was  found  necessary  in  that  year  to  make  a  bye-law 

discontinuing  the  purchase  of  books  until  the  debt  should  be 

discharged.     The  following  is  the  present  expenditure : — 

£  s.  d. 

Master's  salary 15  0  0 

Mistress's  ditto   5  0  0 

Expense  of  Clotliing,  Coals  for  the  Schools,  Pens,  Ink,  &c 29  0  0 

48    0    0 
The  children  are  appointed  by  the  trustees,  viz.,  Mr.  Wm. 
Moseley,  E.  L.  Gatacre,  Esq.,  E.  F.  Acton,  Esq.,  Mr.  Thos. 
Bowen. 
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BILSTON. 


BiLSTON  is  an  important  town,  in  the  parish  of  Wolverhampton, 
comprising  2580  acres  of  land,  and  a  dense  population  of  about 
26,000  people.  The  town  stands  on  elevated  ground  2^  miles 
from  Wolverhampton,  and  is  the  nucleus  of  an  immense  iron 
and  coal  district.  Lady  Wulfruna  gave  this  place,  then  called 
Bilstretatun,  to  the  college  of  St.  Mary  at  Hampton.  In  the  reign 
of  Edwd.  3rd,  '^  the  men  and  tenants  of  Billestune  were  certified 
to  be  free  of  toll,  because  it  was  of  the  ancient  crown  demesne.'* 
Until  1824,  Bilston  was  a  village :  an  act  was  then  passed  con- 
stituting it  a  market  town.  St.  Leonardos  church,  of  which  the 
Rev.  H.  S.  Fletcher  is  incumbent,  was  rebuilt  in  1825,  at  a  cost 
of  nearly  £10,000,  and  in  1846  it  was  repaired  at  an  expense  of 
£520.  About  30  years  ago  this  benefice  was  augmented  by  the 
sale  of  the  coal  under  the  church  land.  The  income  now  is 
£650  per  annum  from  interest  of  £7113  derived  from  the  coal 
sale  and  the  rents  of  the  undermentioned  estates : — John  Perrye, 
1494,  St.  Leonardos  Hill;  Susannah  Humphreys,  1639,  Little 
Greaves ;  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  Priestfields ;  Rev.  J.  Tomkys, 
1703,  Moyses  Hall  farm  ;  do.  and  Queen  Anne's  Bounty,  Wet 
Furlongs;  sale  of  pews,  1752  ;  Little  Hill  House  and  Thomey 
Birch;  Humphrey  Perry,  1716,  the  Parsonage-house.  The 
fund  from  the  coal  has  augmented  at  the  rate  of  £200  per 
annum  from  1851  to  1859.  There  are  eleven  places  of  worship 
in  Bilston. 

With  regard  to  Humphery  Perrye's  Charity,  Mr.  White, 
in  his  History  of  StaflTordshire,  published  in  1851,  states  as  fol- 
lows : — ''  The  trustees  have  now  in  hand  £161,  arising  from 
several  years'  arrears  of  this  rent-charge;  besides  £121  4s.  3d. 
three  per  cent,  stock,  purchased  with  unappropriated  appren- 
tice fees,  which  have  accumulated  owing  to  the  donor's  will  re- 
quiring the  apprentices  to  be  put  oat  to  masters  resident  at 


BIL8T0N    CHARITIES,  445 

least  eight  miles  from  Bilston." — The  following  letters  will  shew 

the  state  of  the  Bilston  charities.      In  1823^  the  incumbent^s 

income  was  as  follows  : — 

St.  Leonard's  Hill :— Surface  rent    13    0    0 

Interest  on  £1,360 68    0    0 

Rail-road 5    6    0—    86    6    Q 

The  Little  Greaves 26    0  10 

Priest's  Fields :— Surface  rent  48  15    0 

Interest  on  £1,425    71    5    0— 120    0    0 

Moyses  Hall  Farm  :..  199    8    0 

Wet  Furlongs  50    0    0 

Little  Hill  House,  &c.,  rent  3110    0 

Thorny  Birch  :-~Surface  rent 10    2    2 

Interest  on  £438  6s.  8d 2118    4 

Dividends  on  £565  18s.  lOd 16  19    6-    80  10    0 

Curate's  House  and  Premises   26    5    0 

Making,  from  the  sources  above  mentioned,  annual  income  of...  588    8  10 
Which  is  duly  paid  to  the  curate  of  Bilston. 


THE  BILSTON  CHAMTIES. 
To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sib,— In  the  course  of  writing  my  History  of  the  Endowments  and  Charities 
of  the  County  of  Stafford,  I  find  that  the  Bilston  Charities  have  almost  become 
a  dead  letter ;  I  presume  from  the  fact  that  everybody's  business  is  nobody's 
business.  I  think  it  desirable  that  the  inhabitants  of  Bilston  should  see  to  the 
restoration  of  these  charities,  of  which,  for  their  information,  I  give  a  correct 
outline  bdow : — 

Humphrey  Perye,  1716,  by  will  left  £26  per  annum  rent-charge  upon  lands  and 
tenements  in  Bilston,  to  be  paid  on  each  quarter-day  in  sums  of  £6  lOs.  to  the 
following  purposes:— £8  per  year  to  be  divided  between  two  poor  persona, 
relation,  kin  to  him  or  his  family— kin  of  the  name  of  Perye  to  be  preferred.  He 
appointed  nine  trustees,  the  rector  of  St  Mary's,  of  Stafford,  and  the  curate  of 
Bilston  Chapel  to  be  always  of  the  number.  He  also  willed  that  £6  per  annum 
should  be  applied  to  apprenticing  one  poor  child,  boy  or  girl,  not  under  fourteen 
years  of  age,  alternately  from  Stafford  and  Bilston,  Also  £8  per  annum  for 
teaching  and  clothing  six  poor  children  (the  apprentices  to  be  chosen  from  these 
six),  and  not  to  be  apprenticed  within  eight  miles  of  Bilston.  Also  £2  12s.  per 
anmun,  for  bread  for  the  poor  of  Bilston,  at  one  shilling  per  week — one  loaf  to 
each  person  every  Sunday  morning.  Also  10s.  per  annum  to  some  divine  to 
preach  a  sermon  on  the  Sunday  after  Midsummer-day.  Also  18s.  to  buy  a  book 
to  keep  the  accounts  of  the  above-named  gifts — the  curate  or  schoolmaster  to  be 
preferred,  and  to  receive  the  18s.  per  annum  for  their  trouble. 

Wlien  the  Charity  Commissioners  visited  Bilston  the  property  on  which  this  £26 

was  charged  belonged  to  E.  W.  Dickenson,  of  DosthiU  House,  near  Tamworth. 

3f 
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Second  gift :— John  Perry,  1699,  gave  ground  to  buDd  a  school  on,  and  £5 
towards  the  erection.  This  school  decayed  and  was  re-built  by  subscription,  large 
enough  to  hold  100  boys. 

Humphrey  Perye  also  willed  40s.  per  annum  to  the  schoolmaster  for  teaching 
four  poor  children  to  read  and  write,  gratis ;  and  also  20s.  for  teaching  two  more, 
and  20s.  to  buy  them  books  and  stationery,  and  £4  per  annum  to  clothe  the  six 
children.    About  thirty  or  forty  years  ago  this  £26  was  increased  to  £34  4s.  6d. 

Sarah  Pipe,  1737,  left  £2  per  annum — this  was  devoted  by  her  executors  to 
the  schooling  of  two  poor  boys. 

Robert  Rawley  left  10s.  per  annum  for  schooling  two  poor  children,  8s.  for 
the  preaching  a  sermon  on  New  Year's-day,  and  2s.  for  bread  to  the  poor  on  that 
day  at  church. 

Edward  Dudley  gave  the  interest  of  £20  for  the  poor  on  St.  John  the  Baptist 
and  St.  Thoraas*8-day — rent-charge  on  an  estate  in  Sedgley  parish. 

Matthew  Birch  left  26s.  per  annum  for  bread  for  sis  poor  persons  on  Sunday 
evenings  at  church,  but  not  to  paupers. 

Richard  Devy,  interest  of  £10;  Thomas  Smith,  senior,  interest  of  £6; 
Elizabeth  "Eades,  interest  of  £10;  Isaac  Tomkys,  interest  of  £10;  Thomas 
Smith,  interest  of  £3;  for  six  poor  widows  on  St.  Thomas's-day;  Jane  Swinner- 
ton,  interest  of  £10 ;  all  these  for  the  poor. 

Ambrose  Tibbutts  left  the  interest  of  £122  17s.  4d.,  tluree  per  cents.— via., 
£3  13s.  8d.  for  poor  decayed  tradesmen,  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age. 

Richard  Hawkesford  left  10s.  per  annum  for  twenty  poor  widows. 

I  am  informed  on  undoubted  authority  that  most  of  these  charities  are  now  in 
abeyance — Humphrey  Perye*s  representatives  have  ceased  to  pay  his  benefactions 
for  fourteen  years. 

The  school-house  land  was  sold  to  the  Great  Western  Railway  for  £100,  and 

the  materials  for  £25,  both  which  sums  were  handed  to  the  committee  of  St. 

Leonard's  National  Schools  to  help  in  their  erection ;  and  Pipe's  and  Rawley's 

benefactions  are  not  now  paid,  nor  H.  Perye's  additional  gift.     The  school 

transaction  was  altogether  illegal,  and  should  be  refunded.    Surely  £125  was 

much  too  small  a  sum  for  the  land  and*a  school-house  that  held  100  boys. 

I  remain,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  GRIFFITHS. 
Kidderminster,  March  Ist,  1860. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir,— I  was  much  pleased  when  I  saw  the  letter  in  your  last  Wednesday's 
Chronicle,  from  Mr.  George  Griffiths,  about  the  Bilston  Charities,  and  if  I  knew 
that  gentleman's  address  I  should  be  happy  to  have  some  correspondence  with 
him  on  that  subject. 

When  I  was  a  boy,  the  whole  of  the  charities  or  doles  that  Mr.  Ghriffiths  names 
were  regularly  distributed,  but  since  then~-within  the  last  twenty  or  twenty-fivt 
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yean — ^they  have  gradually  fallen  into  abeyance;  and  now,  I  belieye,  that  not  one 
ainglc  shilling  is  paid  on  account  of  any  one  of  them. 

I  have  been  interfering  in  the  matter  for  the  last  twelve  or  fourteen  years ;  I 
have  again  and  again  brought  it  before  the  town,  at  town's  meetings ;  I  have 
wanted  the  township  commissioners  to  take  it  in  hand ;  I  have  been  many  times 
with  the  trustee  ex-qfficio ;  but  not  one  single  step  could  I  get  any  one  individual 
to  take  towards  their  recovery ;  and  I  found,  as  Mr.  Griffiths  says,  that  every- 
body's business  was  nobody's  business,  and  the  parties  who  ought  to  have  paid 
the  moneys  for  these  charities  were  left  either  to  pay  them  or  not  just  as  they 
chose — and  the  consequence  is,  they  are  now  only  matters  of  history.  However, 
when  I  found  that  I  could  not  get  any  one  to  lend  me  a  helping  hand,  then  I 
determined  to  try  what  I  could  do  myself,  and  I  singled  out  Humphrey  Perry's 
Charity,  and  laid  it  before  Her  Majesty's  Charity  Commissioners.  I  wrote  many 
letters  to  them,  and  said  all  I  could  to  induce  them  to  take  steps  to  recover  it,  but 
for  some  time  I  had  no  hope  of  any  better  success  with  them  than  with  others. 
I  told  them  that  a  poor  relation  of  Humphrey  Perry,  who  had  for  years  received 
the  £8  for  himself  and  his  paralytic  son  (until  about  the  year  1845),  was  then  in 
the  most  destitute  circumstances,  although  he  was  entitled  to  a  considerable  sum 
for  arrears  of  pay ;  I  used  the  most  persuasive  arguments  I  could  to  induce  them 
to  save  the  charity ;  and  at  last  I  received  a  letter,  dated  3rd  November,  1858, 
which  said,  "  The  case  of  the  above  charity  has  been  certified  to  Her  Majestjfs 
Attorney-General',"  and  by  the  same  post  1  received  a  letter  from  the  Solicitor  to 
the  Attorney-General,  to  say  that  the  case  of  Perry's  Charity  had  been  handed  to 
him,  and  he  promised  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  in  recovering  it. 

I  have  had  occasion  to  trouble  that  gentleman  with  many  letters  on  the  subject, 
and  I  believe  he  has  done  all  he  could  do  in  the  case ;  but  finding  that  he  could 
not  induce  the  parties  to  satisfy  the  charities,  he  wrote  me  ou  the  20th  May,  1859, 
to  say  that  he  had  that  daj  filed  a  bill  in  Chancery, 

This  has  been  going  on  from  that  time,  and  I  must  confess  that  1  had  little 
hope  the  case  would  be  ended  whilst  the  very  poor  relations  1  have  named  are  in 
this  world ;  but  I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  on  Tuesday  last  I  received 
a  letter  stating  that  "from  communications  he  received  the  day  before,  he  had 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  proceedings  with  reference  to  Humphrey  Perry's 
Charity  will  shortly  be  closed." 

I  hope  for  the  sake  of  poor  old  Perry,  that  this  will  be  the  case.  He  is  more 
than  70  years  of  age,  and  very  often  in  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life, 
although  he  has  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  now  due  from  that  charity. 

I  have  determined  that,  when  Perry's  Charity  is  settled,  then  I  will  undertake 
the  attempt  to  recover  the  others — even  if  1  stand  single-handed,  as  1  have  done 
in  this— but  1  shall  be  glad  of  the  co-operation  of  Mr.  Griffiths  or  any  other 
gentleman  who  will  lend  a  helping  hand. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Bibton,  March  10, 1860.  J.  GETTLVGS. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Wolterhampton  Chronicle. 
Sir. — I  am  much  obliged  to  Mr.  George  Griffiths  for  calling  attention  to  the 
Bilston  Charities.  I  am  one  of  the  parties  interested,  and  have  a  heavy  sum  of  money 
due  to  me  from  the  estate  of  my  ancestor,  Humphrey  Perry,  but  from  some  cause 
or  other  I  cannot  obtain  t)ne  single  farthing  of  it.  I  had  hoped  when  Sir  Richard 
Bethell  was  chosen  Attorney-General  that  he  would  have  pushed  the  matter  on, 
and  I  sent  a  letter  to  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  but  1  have  had  no 
answer.    Would  you  oblige  me  by  inserting  it  in  your  next  week's  Chronicle. 

Your  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PEBRY. 


[copy  of  letter  sent  to  sir  ricuard  bethell.] 

Sheepwash  lane,  Horseley  Heath,  Tipton,  Aug.  11, 1859. 

To  the  Hon,  Sir  Richard  Bethell,  Her  Majes(i/i  Attorney-General, 

Sir, — ^An  ancestor  of  mine,  of  the  name  of  Humphrey  Perry,  left  by  his  will  a 
rent-charge  on  his  copyhold  property  at  Bilston,  amounting  to  £26  a-year,  to  be 
paid  in  different  sums,  one  of  those  payments  was  "  £8  a-ycar  to  two  of  his  poor 
relations." 

Myself  and  my  son  being  two  of  his  poor  relations  were  regularly  in  receipt 
of  this  £8  a-year  until  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  years  ago,  since  which  we  have 
not  received  one  single  shilling,  and  we  have  now  more  than  £100  due  from  that 
estate,  although  we  are  very  poor  indeed,  and  cannot  have  one  half  of  the  common 
necessaries  of  life,  being  without  food  for  a  day  or  two  days  together. 

I  am  now  more  than  seventy  years  of  age,  and  my  son  is  paralytic,  and  God 
help  us,  we  know  not  what  to  do  except  it  is  to  apply  for  help  from  the  parish, 
but  this  1  cannot  do — this  I  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  do  when  1  am  legally 
entitled  to  a  sum  of  money  left  me  that  with  what  little  1  am  able  to  earn  will 
support  us. 

Mr.  Gettings,  of  Bilston,  has  been  endeavouring  for  several  years  to  get  ub 
our  rights.  He  has  given  himself  great  trouble,  and  has  been  at  considerable 
expense  in  the  matter,  until  he  at  last  got  the  Charity  Commissioners  to  place 
the  matter  in  the  hands  of  Her  Majesty's  late  Attorney-General — ^then  I  had  hope 
— but  from  that  time  to  this  1  have  been  waiting  and  hungering,  and  1  fear  it 
will  be  like  all  other  cases  that  are  in  the  hands  of  Government,  that  is — ^if 
remedy  or  assistance  is  given  at  all  (as  far  as  me  and  my  son  are  concerned),  it 
will  be  given  too  late. 

I  felt  glad  when  you  were  appointed  Attorney-General,  because  at  your  canvas 
for  member  of  Parliament  you  declared  yourself  one  who  was  determined  to 
reform  the  laws,  and  Mr.  Gettings  told  me  that  he  had  no  doubt  you  would  at 
once  move  in  the  matter,  and  1  may  soon  expect  to  have  my  rights,  and  with  it 
sufficient  food  to  keep  myself  and  son  alive,  but  months  more  have  passed  away 
and  nothing  done. 

I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  this  note.  1  know  that  a  poor  man  like  mt 
cannot  expect  to  be  noticed  by  a  man  of  your  elevated  station,  but  I  have 


BILSTOK   CHARITIES.  449 

troubled  Mr.  Gettings  so  very  much,  and  he  has  been  so  exceedingly  kind  to  me 
that  I  am  afraid  he  will  consider  me  vexatiously  importunate— besides,  I  can  see 
that  he  begins  to  despair  of  my  ever  receiving  my  rights,  although  he  tells  me 
that  you  have  a  bill  filed  in  Chancery  in  order  to  recover  the  money. 

I  am  as  fully  entitled  to  that  money  as  any  one  is  entitled  to  money  left  by  his 
father,  or  as  any  man  is  entitled  to  rents  from  his  own  property — indeed  I  did 
receive  it  for  many  years,  and  my  father  before  me.  [We  here  omit  a  sentence 
which  though  properly  inserted  in  a  confidential  letter,  we  do  not  feel  warranted 
in  publishing.] 

If  you,  as  Her  Majesty's  Attorney-General,  so  far  interfere  as  to  cause  me  to 
be  placed  in  receipt  of  the  rent-charge,  and  if  it  will  not  be  too  much  for  a  poor 
man  like  me  to  ask,  would  you  be  kind  enough  to  move  the  matter  so  that  there 
may  be  a  chance  of  me  and  my  son  ending  our  days  elsewhere  than  in  the 
workhouse  P 

I  am,  honourable  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

THOMAS  PERRY. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir, — Mr.  George  Griffiths,  for  his  letter  {vide  Wolverhampton  Chronicle,  March 
8, 1860),  deserves  the  thanks  of  the  community.  His  admirable  exposS  of  the 
lamentable  condition  of  the  Bilston  charities  is  exceedingly  weU  timed.  By 
bringing  the  question  forward  he  has  done  a  public  service.  The  subject  upon 
which  he  writes  has  frequently  been  the  theme  of  private  conversation,  wherein 
surprise,  conjecture,  and  suspicion,  have  alternately  predominated.  Some  have 
wondered  why  the  charities  are  not  administered  as  formerly,  some  have  asked 
what  have  become  of  them,  while  others  have  darkly  hinted  that  "vested  interests" 
have  appropriated  to  its  own  purposes  the  alms  belonging  to  others.  And  there 
it  has  stopped.  As  with  other  questions,  so  with  this,  we  have  revelled  in  the 
Englishman's  peculiar  privilege  of  criticising  and  complaining,  and  with  an 
idiosyncrasy  too  characteristic,  never  taken  any  steps  to  reform  the  abuses  of 
which  we  complained  so  loudly,  and  talked  so  much 

It  is  true,  as  Mr.  Griffithis  observes,  that  "  what  is  everybody's  business  is 
nobody's  business, "  and  the  state  of  the  Bilston  charities  affords  an  ample  veri- 
fication of  the  timeworn  adage.  But,  with  your  permission,  Mr.  Editor,  I  would 
ask  is  public  spirit  and  morality  sunk  so  low,  and  servility  and  cupidity  grown  so 
great  amongst  us,  that  none  can  be  found  willing  to  remove  this  stigma  from  the 
town  ?  Have  we  none  that  possess  the  requisite  qualities  of  zeal  and  honesty, 
of  intelligence  and  independence  that  would  befit  them  for  the  enterprise  P  Is 
philanthropy  grown  so  rare  as  not  to  famish  one  to  champion  the  cause  of  the 
tf<mng,  the  aged,  and  indigent?  Are  all  our  men  of  influence  so  engrossed  in 
their  own  immediate  concerns,  as  to  prevent  them  from  trying  to  restore  to  the 
poor  the  alms  that  the  charitable  of  a  bygone  age  bequeathed  to  them,  but  which 
•re  now  so  strangely  withheld  I  hope  not.  I  for  one  cannot  believe  that  we 
are  so  destitute  of  that  active  spirit  of  philanthropy  that  so  often  ennobles  the 
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individual  and  benefits  the  state,  as  to  longer  allow  this  question  of  the  Bilston 
charities  to  remain  the  "dead  letter"  it  now  is.  If  there  are  some  who  desire  to 
see  them  restored,  let  them  at  once  come  forward  and  commence  their  labours. 
The  acknowledgements  of  the  public,  the  gratitude  of  the  poor,  and  the  approval 
of  their  own  conscience,  will  be  meet  and  ample  recompense.  All  interests,  be 
they  lay  or  clerical,  that  stand  in  the  way  of  right  doing,  should  be  ignored  and 
totally  disregarded,  and  no  considerations  entertained  that  obstructed  the  work 
of  reform  and  restoration.  And  now  that  the  question  has,  through  your  kind- 
ness, been  publicly  mooted,  I  trust  that  it  will  meet  with  attention  commensurate 
with  its  importance,  be  rigidly  investigated,  and  thoroughly  reformed. 

I  remain,  yours  truly, 

H.  V.  MAYER. 
Bilston,  March  11, 1860. 


LONGDON. 


LoNGDON  is  a  straggling  village  on  the  Rugeley  road,  four  miles 
north  of  Lichfield,  embracing  1,200  inhabitants,  and  4,452 
acres  of  land,  several  hamlets  and  many  gentlemens^  seats,  one 
of  which  is  Beau  desert,  the  seat  of  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey; 
the  Marquis  is  lord  of  the  manor,  owner  of  nearly  the  whole, 
and  lessee  of  the  great  tithes.  There  is  a  very  ancient  monu- 
ment in  the  parish  church  to  the  memory  of  John  de  Stoneywell, 
a  learned  Benedictine  monk  and  abbot  of  Pershore,  of  the  date 
of  1553.  Plot  the  historian  has  recorded  the  following  cases  of 
longevity  : — W.  May  108,  and  his  wife  98,  who  were  buried  on 
the  same  day ;  and  the  "  good  wife  Nip,''  aged  109.  In  1833, 
Ann  Agon  died  here,  at  the  age  of  102. 

There  are  three  free  schools  in  this  parish,  viz.,  at  Longdon 
Green,  John  Baden  and  Mrs.  Baden,  master  and  mistress ;  at 
Dark-lane,  Mr.  Geo.  Baker,  master;  at  Brereton-hill,  Lydia 
Stringer,  mistress. 
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Rbv.  John  Adie's  Chabity  foe  Teaching  Children. — It 
appears^  from  the  table  of  benefactions,  that  the  Rev.  John 
Adie,  vicar  of  this  parish,  gave  20s.  per  annum  to  teach  four 
children  to  read — the  vicar  to  nominate.  This  20s.  per  annum 
is  received  from  the  proprietor  of  a  house  and  land  called  the 
Cherry  Orchard,  at  Brook  End,  in  the  parish  of  Longdon, 
formerly  belonging  to  Mr.  Adie,  and  on  which  premises  the 
annuity  is  imderstood  to  be  charged.  Four  children  are  sent 
to  a  day  school  at  Brereton-hill,  kept  by  Lydia  Stringer,  who 
receives  the  20s.  from  Mr.  Ward,  and  gives  instruction  for  it 
in  reading,  to  three  boys  and  one  girl,  who  are  appointed  by 
the  clergyman  and  churchwardens. 

Richard  Adie's  Charity. — It  appears,  from  the  benefaction 
table,  that  Richard  Adie,  of  Horsey-lane,  gave  20s,  per  annum, 
out  of  his  estate  at  Horsey-lane,  to  teach  four  children  to  read. 
The  estate  at  Horsey-lane  belongs  to  the  Marquis  of  Anglesey, 
from  whose  agent  the  charity  money  is  received.  It  was 
formerly  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  land.  Four  children  under 
this  charity,  two  boys  and  two  girls,  are  sent  to  the  school 
mentioned  in  the  last  case,  who  are  taught  to  read ;  20s.  is 
paid  to  the  master.  The  children  are  appointed  like  the 
preceding  four. 

Henry  Smithes  and  Mrs.  Armstrong's  Charities. — On 
the  benefaction  table  it  is  stated,  that  Henry  Smith,  labourer, 
left  £1 0,  the  interest  thereof  to  teach  two  children  to  read,  and 
that  a  benefactress  gave  £20,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  paid 
with  the  above  to  teach  the  same  two  children  writing  and 
arithmetic.  Mrs.  Ann  Armstrong  was  the  benefactress  men- 
tioned in  the  table.  These  sums  were  invested  in  the  Navy 
five  per  cents.,  and  the  interest,  amounting  to  30s.  a-year,  has 
been  received  through  the  bank  in  Lichfield,  which  is  paid  to 
the  same  schoolmaster,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  teaches 
two  boys  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

Barneses  Charity. — ^The  bene£Etction  table  states,  that 
William  Barnes  gave  £50 :  80s.  per  annum  for  instructing 
two  children  in  writing  and  arithmetic,  and  the  remainder  to 
put  out  poor  children  apprentice  so  often  as  the  same  should 
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amount  to  £5.  The  maimed  and  crippled  to  have  the  pre- 
ference. The  churchwardens  to  be  the  trustees.  This  £50 
was  also  invested  in  the  Navy  five  per  cents.,  in  the  names  of 
trustees,  and  the  dividends  have  been  received  through  the 
bank  in  Lichfield.  30s.  are  paid  to  the  master  of  Brereton-hill 
school,  for  which  he  teaches  two  boys  writing  and  arithmetic. 
They  are  appointed  by  the  churchwardens,  with  the  advice  of 
the  minister. 

Newton^s  Charity, — A  sum  of  £20  was  given  by  the  exe- 
cutors of  Mr.  Newton,  for  educating  poor  children,  out  of  the 
funds  left  in  their  hands  for  charitable  purposes  by  the  testator. 
The  money  was  placed  in  the  Lichfield  bank,  and  interest  paid 
for  it  at  £4  per  cent.,  amounting  to  16s.  per  annum.  This  is 
received  by  the  perpetual  curate  of  Longdon,  who  pays  it  to  the 
master  of  Brereton-hill  school,  in  consideration  of  which  he 
teaches  one  boy  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Church  Lands,  10a.,  rent  £2  12s.  6d. ;  and  Mr.  Cotton's 
eleven  houses  and  gardens,  for  the  poor. 

John  Adey  (1720),  £2  12s.  6d.  out  of  Little  Town  Meadow, 
at  King's  Bromley,  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Thos.  Marshall  (1690),  rent  of  land  £15,  in  coats  and  petti- 
coats for  the  poor. 

Richd.  Hinckley,  20s.  out  of  land  at  Farewell.  John  Hinck- 
ley and  others  (1691),  £7  10s.  out  of  lands.  John  Marshall, 
80s.  out  of  land  called  Noble  Hayes.  Rev.  John  Adie,  208.  out 
of  Cherry  Orchard.  Richard  Adie,  20s.  out  of  land  at  Horsey- 
lane.     H.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Armstrong,  30s., — all  for  the  poor.* 

Wm.  Barnes,  50s.,  to  teach  and  apprentice  poor  children. 

Mr.  Newton,  16s.;  Eras.  Cobb  (1804,)  £5;  W.  Aldrichand 
J.  Wadham,  80s.  (for  20  threepenny  loaves  on  every  Sunday  in 
Lent) ;  Mrs.  Tyson  (1830),  interest  of  £200  (for  beef  at  Christ- 
mas), — ^all  for  the  poor. 
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ROLLESTON. 

RoLLESTON,  or  RouLSTON  is  an  ancient  village,  four  miles  from 
Burton-on -Trent,  remarkable  only  for  being  the  seat  of  Sir 
Oswald  Moseley,  Bart.,  who  has  a  handsome  mansion,  gardens, 
and  park  here ;  he  is  lord  of  the  manor,  which  embraces  the 
whole  parish,  of  3,940  acres. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Robert  Sherboume,  Bishop  of  Chichester,  some  time  about  the  year  1520, 
founded  a  free  grammar  school  at  Rolleston,  and  by  an  instrument  in  writing 
ordained  and  directed  that  the  nomination  of  the  master  of  the  school  should 
pertain  to  the  warden  of  St.  Mary  College,  of  Winchester  (now  New  College), 
in  Ox-ford ;  and  that  as  often  as  his  place  should  be  void,  the  churchwardens  of 
KoUcston,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston,  or  his  heirs  male,  if  they  should  dwell 
within  the  parish  of  Rolleston,  should  certify  the  same  to  the  warden,  desiring 
him,  within  twenty  days  after,  to  name  and  present  to  them  one  sufficiently 
learned  and  apt  to  teach  grammar,  and  should  admit  the  master  to  be  so  pre- 
sented to  his  office ;  and  that  if  the  warden  should  neglect  to  present  a  master 
within  twenty  days  after  being  certified  of  the  vacancy,  the  nomination  for 
that  vacancy  only  should  pertain  to  the  churchwardens,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston ; 
and  if  they  should  not  ordain  one  within  other  20  days,  then  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Chichester  should  be  no  longer  bound  to  pay  any  money 
to  the  churchwardens  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston,  and  in  that  case  should  provide 
with  that  money  a  convenient  minister  in  the  church  of  Chichester,  as  therein- 
after mentioned :  and  it  was  thereby  further  ordained  tLut  the  schoolmaster 
should  have  for  his  wages  £10  a-year,  which  the  churchwardens  should  see  paid 
quarterly ;  and  that  they  or  their  assigns  should  receive  the  £10  a-year  for  ever- 
more from  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Chichester,  to  be  paid  in  London,  upon  the 
common  font  in  the  church  of  St.  Paul,  on  the  11th  of  November,  according  to 
the  obligation  made  and  remaining  for  evermore  with  the  churchwardens  and  Mr. 
Rolston ;  that  the  schoolmaster  should  have  bis  mansion  place  and  school  near 
the  church,  after  the  discretion  of  Mr.  Thomas  Rolston  and  the  churchwardens ; 
that  if  the  schoolmaster  were  a  priest,  he  might  take  with  his  school  another 
benefice,  with  or  without  cure,  so  that  he  defraud  not  the  school  by  reason  of  his 
benefice ;  and  that  if  sure  knowledge  might  be  had  that  the  scholars  did  not 
profit,  Mr.  Rolston  and  his  heirs,  with  the  churchwardens,  might  warn  the 
schoolmaster  to  amend,  onoe,  twice,  or  thrice,  and  the  third  monition  should  be 
in  presence  of  the  parson  or  his  deputy ;  and  if  he  should  not  amend  by  their 
monitions,  they  should  assign  him  a  day  utterly  to  depart,  and  after  that  be 
should  receive  no  more  money ;  that  the  schoolmaster  should  receive  all  manner 
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of  scholalfSj  and  teach  them  freely,  but  that  notwithstanding  he  might  accept 
what  might  be  freely  oiTcrcd  to  him;  and  that  if  the  schoolmaster  should 
perceire  any  scholar  dull  and  utterly  unable  to  learn  grammar,  he  should  apply 
such  to  write,  read,  and  cast  accounts,  so  that  they  spend  not  all  their  time  in 
vain.  The  building  in  which  the  school  is  kept  was  erected  in  1638  with  £100 
given  for  that  purpose  by  Sir  Edward  Mosley,  knight;  it  is  contiguous  to  the 
churchyard,  and  contains  a  good  school-room  with  two  »partments  above.  The 
revenues  of  the  schoolmaster  arise  from  the  annuity  of  £10  mentioned  in  the 
above  recited  instrument,  which  is  regularly  paid  by  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
Chichester  to  the  churchwardens  of  Rolleston,  and  by  them  to  the  schoolmaster, 
and  from  certain  small  allotments  made  on  inclosures,  in  respect  of  the  school 
premises,  and  the  annual  produce  or  income  derived  under  the  gifts  and  bene- 
factions subsequently  mentioned. 

Allotments.— 1.— One  perch  of  land  in  the  Outwoods,  allotted  in  1757. 
This  is  let  by  the  master  to  John  Hopkins,  for  some  small  consideration,  agreed 
on  between  them. 

2. — Five  perches  of  land,  part  of  the  common  lands  at  Rolleston,  allotted  in 
1808.  This  piece  of  land,  soon  after  the  inclosure,  was  given  up,  but  without  any 
conveyance  by  the  churchwardens,  for  a  sum  of  £1  ISs.  8d.,  for  which  they  have 
since  paid  2s,  6d.  a-year,  as  interest,  to  the  schoolmaster. 

One  rood  and  30  perches,  part  of  Need  wood  Forest,  allotted  in  1811.  This 
land  is  let  by  the  schoolmaster  for  13s.  a-year. 

Almshouses. — Wra.   Roulston,  in  1672,  left  the  fee  farm 

rents  of  Rolleston,  and  his  lands  at  Acton,  to  the  amount  of 
£100  per  annum,  to  be  charged  thus: — Schoolmaster,  £10; 
£2  to  the  scholars,  quarterly,  at  Easter,  Midsummer,  St.  Ste- 
phen's, and  St.  MichaeFs-day ;  £6  each  to  six  almspeople ;  the 
remainder  to  be  lent,  free  of  interest,  "  to  poor  young  newly- 
married  people,"  on  security,  for  four  years.  In  1708  and  1 760, 
two  decrees  of  Chancery  brought  these  into  operation.  The 
present  amount  of  the  income  is  £145 ;  the  schoolmaster  gets 
£1 5,  the  scholars  £2,  and  the  ten  almspeople,  of  both  sexes^ 
£113  6s.  Eight  have  4s.,  two  of  them  3s.  per  week,  and  208. 
each  per  annum  for  coals  and  clothing. 

Florens  and  William  Caldwell  and  Thomas  Keeling  left  £87 
for  the  poor.  Humphrey  Moor  (1612),  Moss  Acre  Close,  now 
let  for  £6  per  annum.  These  and  the  poor's  money,  being 
£11  148.  per  annum,  are  given  away  on  St.  Thomas's-day  to 
the  poor,  except  17s.  6d.,  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  under 
Moor^B  gift,  and  7s.  6d.  to  the  churchwardens. 

Rolleston  Church  has  S4s.  6d.  and  9s.  4d.  per  annum,  out  of 
the  inclosure  allotments  and  the  common  grass  land,  for  repairs. 
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MARCHINGTON. 

The  Chapelby  of  Marchinqton  is  a  village,  having  about  500 
iDhabitants,  and  2,710  acres  of  land,  four  miles  from  Uttoxeter. 
The  copyhold  is  very  heavy,  being  subject  to  fines  equal  to  H 
year's  rent  with  the  best  beast  or  stack  as  a  heriot  on  the  death 
of  a  tenant. 

Whbeldon's  Free  School. 

By  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  dated  the  6th  March,  1784,  reciting  that 
Francis  Wbecldon,  by  will,  dated  2nd  April,  1781,  devised  the  premises  after 
mentioned,  to  his  cousin  John  Wheeldon  and  his  heirs,  subject  to  a  rent-charge 
of  £10  (to  be  applied  in  the  education  of  poor  children,  as  after-mentioned), 
which  annuity  was  void  by  reason  of  the  statute  of  mortmun,  the  said  John 
Wheeldon  being  desirous  that  the  charitable  intention  of  the  testator  should  be 
carried  into  execution,  granted,  bargained,  and  sold  to  the  Honourable  and  Rev. 
Edward  Venables  Vernon,  rector  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  Stephen 
Jones,  Edward  Burton,  and  Thomas  Lawson,  and  their  heirs,  a  yearly  rent  of 
£10  to  be  issuing  out  of  a  messuage,  farm,  or  tenement,  and  lands  thereunto 
belonging,  at  Stubbey-lane,  in  the  parish  of  Hanbnry,  to  be  paid  by  two  equal 
payments,  on  the  6th  of  April  and  11th  of  October,  in  every  year,  without 
deduction,  with  powers  of  distress  and  entry  in  case  of  non-payment,  upon  trust, 
that  the  trustees  should  pay  the  annuity  to  the  minister,  chapelwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  Marchington,  aod  their  successors,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  to  be  nominated 
as  thereinafter  directed,  by  two  equal  half-yearly  payments,  on  the  I5th  October 
and  the  15th  of  April,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  fourteen  poor  children, 
residing  at  Marchington  and  Stubbey-lane,  to  read,  write,  and  learn  the 
catechism,  at  some  convenient  place  at  Marchington;  and  that  the  schoolmaster 
and  fourteen  children  should  be  appointed,  and  from  time  to  time  continued, 
suspended,  and  removed,  and  others  nominated  in  their  room,  by  the  minister, 
chapelwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Marchington,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  as  they  should  think  fit ;  and  if  there  should  be  wanting  in  Marchington 
and  Stubbey-lane  the  full  number  of  fourteen  poor  children,  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  charity,  the  number  should  for  that  time  be  filled  up  from  the  other 
townships  or  hamlets  in  the  parish  of  Hanbury ;  and  it  was  directed,  that  the 
children  should  not  be  admitted  under  the  age  of  six  years,  nor  continue  after 
the  age  of  fourteen ;  and  that  the  minister,  chapelwardens,  and  overseers  should 
have  power  to  make  rules  and  orders  for  the  management  of  the  school,  to  be 
entered  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for  the  purpose :  And  it  was  further  provided, 
that  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  by  death  to  two,  or  less,  the 
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survivors  should  choose  others  to  make  up  the  number  four,  and  should  assign 
the  rent-charge  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  new  trustees,  upon  the  like 
trusts.  The  rent-charge  of  £10  is  received  and  paid  to  a  schoolmaster  at 
Marchington,  for  teaching  fourteen  children,  as  directed  by  the  donor.  About 
the  year  1816,  some  timber,  which  grew  on  the  Twenty  Acres  and  Lovecoat  Lands 
above  mentioned,  and  which  required  to  be  felled,  was  cut  down,  and  sold  for 
£120,  and  was  appropriated  by  the  trustees  to  the  purpose  of  procuring 
instruction  for  an  additional  number  of  children  in  Wheeldon's  school.  The 
money  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Francis  Calvert,  Esq.,  agent  to  Lord  Vernon, 
on  the  security  of  his  note  of  hand,  at  five  per  cent,  interest.  This  interest,  being 
£6  a-year,  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  with  a  further  sum,  raised  by  subscription, 
in  order  to  make  up  his  salary  £26,  for  which  he  instructs  thirty  children,  boys 
and  girls,  in  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  viz. ;  fourteen  from  Marchington, 
eleven  from  the  Woodlands,  and  five  from  Stubbey-lane.  The  trustees  with  the 
minister  and  parish  officers,  appoint  the  master  and  the  children. 

A  schoolhouse,  consisting  of  a  residence  for  the  master, 
Mr.  J.  Spui'geon,  and  two  school-rooms,  were  built  in  the  year 
1816,  by  a  subscription,  and  cost  about  £400.  The  master 
takes  other  scholars,  for  whom  he  is  paid,  and  there  are 
generally  sixty  or  seventy  children  in  the  school.     The  master^s  I 

wife  and  daughter  teach  the  girls  knitting  and  needlework. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

William   Harrison    (21st   James  I.),  £4    12s.   3d.,   out  of 
Lovecoat -close,  for  the  poor. 

H.  W.  and  T.  Boothby,  £24,  out  of  land  called  Twenty  Acres 
(purchased  on  the  10th  James  I.,  with  £153),  for  the  poor. 

Allotment  land,  £8  per  annum. 

Francis  Towers,  12s.  per  annum,  out  of  Hawkshill,  for  the 
poor,  on  Good  Friday. 

Ralph  Biddulph,  5s.  per  annum,  out  of  Biddulph  Pingle,  on 
Good  Friday,  for  the  poor. 

Fras.  Wittering,  10s.  per  annum,  out  of  Ashby  Leys, — 5s. 
on  St.  Thomas's-day,  and  5s.  on  Good  Friday. 

Henry  Chamberlain,  40s.  per  annum,  out  of  a  house  in 
Aldersgate-street,  London. 

Edward  Porter  (1698),  20s.  per  annum,  out  of  the  croft. 

Mr.  Poiter  (1786),  £5  4s.,  out  of  Lord  Bagot's  Estate,  for 
the  poor. 
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YOXALL. 


YoxALL  is  a  large  well  built  village,  seven  miles  north  of 
Lichfield,  on  the  Ashboume-road.  The  parish  contains  1500 
inhabitants,  and  4800  acres  of  land.  This  place  is  rich  in 
benefactions,  amongst  which  are  the  following  : — 

Twenty  acres  of  land  called  the  Town  Lands,  let  for  £50 
a-year  (donors  unknown),  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the  church 
and  the  bridges. 

The  Church  Lands  10a.  3r.  2p.  (donor  unknown),  rent  to 
the  aid  of  the  church-rate ;  also  £2  Ss.  8d.  per  annum  from 
the  Needwood  Forest  Inclosure,  making  together  £20  per  ann. 
The  Rev.  John  Spateman  (1736)f  rent  of  Madam's  Meadow, 
£4  4s.  per  ann. ;  52s.  in  bread,  remainder  in  books  to  the  poor. 
Francis  Spateman,  rent  of  Town  Hill  Close,  3r.  9p.,  £2  1  Os., 
for  providing  coats  for  the  poor. 

Thomas  Spateman,  Mrs.  Swinnerton,  and  Margaret  Burton, 
left  £50,  of  which  the  interest  is  given  in  bread  every  Sunday. 

Sarah  Taylor  and  Thomas  Taylor,  £3  18s.  per  annum,  in 
Sunday  bread  to  the  poor. 

John  Richardson  (1697),  £2  19s.  per  annum,  Ralph  Crosse 
(1700),  £4  per  annum  to  the  poor,  in  money,  on  St.  PauFs-day. 
Catherine  Watson  and  H.  and  J.  Arden  left  jointly  30s.  per 
annum,  to  be  distributed  on  Whit  Sunday. 

Mrs.  P.  Biddnlph,  £4  per  annum,  out  of  Fenholm  Close,  on 
St.  James's-day. 

John,  Nicholas,  and  Francis  Millington,  Mr.  Ralph  Wright, 
Mr.  Salt,  and  Mr.  W.  Robotham,  left  £3  4s.  per  annum,  for  the 
poor,  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 

Richard  Crosse  left  the  rents  of  the  Big  Car  (land),  for  the 
maintenance  of  six  widows  of  deceased  parishioners.  To  this 
was  added  4a.  2  b.  2p.  of  the  inclosure,  which  together  let  for  £40 
per  annum. 

Bellas  and  Sutton's,  interest  of  15s.  per  annum,  to  the  poor, 
on  Good  Friday. 
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FREE  SCHOOL  AND  OTHER  CHARITIES. 

Thomas  Taylok*s  Cha.rity. — Thomas  Taylor,  by  his  will,  dated  10th 
February,  1695,  and  proved  at  Lichfield  8th  April,  1700,  devised  to  Martha 
Kinson  and  her  heirs,  a  piece  of  pasture  land  in  Yoxall,  subject  to  the  payment 
thereout  of  20s.,  to  be  bestowed  in  cloth  yearly  to  make  two  coats  for  two  poor 
men,  at  the  discretion  of  the  feoffees  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and 
he  gave  out  of  the  piece  of  land  10s.  yearly  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  school- 
master within  the  parish  of  Yoxall,  his  house  or  cottage  lying  at  Hadley  End,  in 
the  parish,  for  ever,  for  teaching  and  instructing  five  poor  children  of  the  parish, 
at  the  discretion  of  his  wife  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  of  the  minister 
and  feoffees.  He  also  gave  3'2s.  to  be  distributed  yearly  to  the  poor  in  white 
bread,  at  12d.  the  Sunday,  to  begin  the  first  Sunday  after  Lady-day. 

Sarah  Tayloe*s  Charity. — Sarah  Taylor  (wife  of  the  preceding),  by  her 
will,  dated  3rd  January,  1714,  devised  four  acres  of  meadow  land,  lying  in  a 
certain  meadow  in  the  parish  of  Yoxall,  called  the  New  Rayles,  "  to  the  feoffees, 
minister,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Yoxall  afore- 
said, "  in  tmst,  that  the  feoffees,  &c.  should  yearly  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
pay  32s.  to  the  poor  of  Yoxall,  to  be  dealt  in  a  dole  of  bread,  in  the  same  manner 
as  that  was  that  was  left  them  by  her  husband,  and  to  make  good  a  dole  of  bread 
left  by  her  husband's  will ;  and  also  to  pay  £3  12s.  every  year  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits,  to  a  schoolmaster  in  Yoxall,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  nine 
boys  to  read  and  write  and  cast  accounts,  which  made  up  the  five  boys*  schooling 
that  her  husband  gave  in  his  last  will,  fourteen ;  five  of  which  boys  should  be 
chosen  out  of  the  lleeves  End,  in  Yoxall,  and  the  other  four  to  be  of  the  poorest 
parents'  children  in  the  parish  of  Yoxall.  The  schoolmaster  to  be  elected  by  her 
executors  during  their  lives,  and  afterwards  by  the  feoffees  and  minister  of  Yoxall, 
and  their  successors. 

The  school-house  given  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Taylor,  was  afterwards  exchanged 
for  another  house  in  Yoxall,  where  the  school  was  subsequently  kept.  It  appears 
from  entries  in  the  books  of  the  trustees  of  the  town  lands,  that  this  exchange 
was  effected  about  the  year  1725,  and  that  £30  was  paid  as  a  consideration  for  it. 
The  house  so  received  in  exchange  was  previously  occupied  by  one  Thomas 
Corbett,  together  with  a  croft  adjoining,  and  he  is  stated  in  the  books  to  have 
paid  to  the  feoffees  £1  5s.  as  a  ycars's  rent,  "for  that  part  of  his  premises  which 
belonged  to  them. "  It  is  not  specified  what  part  this  was,  but  the  house  has 
since  been  a  free  residence  for  the  schoolmaster. 

Upon  the  indosure  of  Needwood  Forest,  in  the  year  1800,  an  allotment  was 
made  to  the  trustees  of  Yoxall  school,  in  respect  of  the  school-house  and  land,  of 
1a.  3r.  19p.  This  allotment  was  inclosed  by  the  trustees,  and  the  oocapation 
was  given  to  the  then  schoolmaster,  Thomas  Uall,  who  managed  it,  together  with 
the  four  acres  called  the  New  Rayles,  for  his  own  emolument. 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Hall  in  1812,  his  daughter,  Jenny  Hall,  took  pos- 
session of  all  the  school  premises,  and  kept  on  the  school,  but  was  never  appointed 
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to  the  situation,  nor  were  any  children  sent  to  her  by  the  minister  or  by  the 
representatives  of  the  trustees,  (at  that  time  there  were  no  trustees  surviving). 
Till  Lady-day,  1814,  slie  paid  to  Mrs.  Ann  Smith,  as  heir  at  law  of  the  surviving 
trustee,  the  rent  of  £1  5s.,  when  she  declined  to  pay  it  any  longer,  though  she 
continued  to  pay  the  JEl  12s.  per  annum  for  bread  charged  on  the  New  Rayles 
by  Mrs.  Taylor.  This  person  appears  to  have  formed  an  erroneous  notion,  that 
she  had  herself  some  title  to  the  property,  and  it  was  not  till  a  suit  in  Chancery 
had  been  commenced  against  her  by  the  trustees  in  1819,  that  she  was  induced  to 
give  up  the  possession. 

The  school  lands  were  afterwards  let  by  tender  to  Amos  Brown,  as  tenant 
form  year  to  year,  viz.  the  New  Rayles  meadow  for  £12  8s.  6d.,  and  the  allotment 
for  £6  15s.  6d.  a-year,  making  together  £19  4s.  A  large  and  substantial  school- 
room has  been  built  on  the  ground  belonging  to  the  school-house,  by  means  of 
voluntary  contributions,  with  the  intention  of  transferring  to  these  premises  a 
National  School,  which  has  been  for  some  time  established  in  the  parish ;  the 
schoolmaster  to  have  the  use  of  the  house,  which  the  trustees  put  into  substantial 
repair,  as  a  residence,  and  to  pay  him  ten  guineas  a-year,  viz.  £10  from  the  rent  ot 
the  land,  and  10s.  the  rent- charge  given  by  Thomas  Taylor,  on  condition  of  his 
teaching  fourteen  poor  boys  of  the  parish,  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees  and 
minister,  pursuant  to  the  wills  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor. 

Mr.  Michael  Smith  is  schoolmaster  and  teaches  these  14 
poor  boys  free.  The  rent -charge  of  10s.  given  by  Thomas 
Taylor,  is  regularly  paid  out  of  a  piece  of  pasture  land  called 
Slack's  Park,  part  of  a  farm  at  Hadley  End,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Robert  Harvey. 

Annuity  fob  Clothing. — The  annuity  of  20s.  for  clothing, 
charged  by  the  will  of  Thomas  Taylor  on  the  same  land  with 
the  10s.  to  the  schoolmaster,  is  paid  by  the  tenant  of  the  land 
called  Slack's  Park,  to  the  trustees.  It  is  added  to  a  benefaction 
of  Mr.  Francis  Spateman,  and  applied  in  providing  coats  for 
poor  men. 


HOPWAS. 

Th£   Hamlet   or   Hopwas   is   from    one    to  two  miles  from 
Tamworth,  in  which  parish  it  is  situated. 

Barnes's  School. — By  indenture  of  release,  dated  6th 
January,  1724,  Thomas  Barnes  granted  to  Richard  Swyfen, 
and  four  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  his  new-built  messuage. 
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situate  in  the  \dllage  of  Hop  was,  and  all  that  croft  or  backside 
adjoining  and  belonging  thereto,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the 
person  wlio  should  be  chosen  to  teach  the  children  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Hop  was  to  inhabit  the  same  house, 
and  receive  to  his  own  use  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  house, 
and  all  other  the  premises,  for  such  time  as  he  should  be  so 
chosen  or  nominated,  paying  therefore  an  annuity  of  lOs. 
charged  thereon,  and  also  defraying  the  charges  of  fixture  trust 
conveyances,  and  keeping  the  house  in  repair;  and  that  the 
trustees  should  nominate  such  person  as  they  should  think 
proper  to  instruct  the  children,  inhabitants  of  the  village,  in 
the  reading  and  knowledge  of  the  English  tongue,  in  some 
proper  apartment  in  the  house,  such  children  not  to  exceed  the 
age  of  fifteen  years,  and  in  trust,  that  w^hen  the  trustees  should 
be  reduced  by  death  to  three,  the  survivors  should  convey  the 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  others  as  they 
should  appoint,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid.  Besides  the  pre- 
mises thus  conveyed  there  is  an  allotment  awarded  to  the 
trustees  on  the  inclosing  of  Hopwas  common,  containing 
2a.  2r.  lip.  Part  of  the  croft  belonging  to  the  house,  amount- 
ing to  1r.  15p.  was  taken  by  the  Coventry  Canal  Company,  in 
1787,  for  the  purposes  of  their  navigation,  for  which  they  pay 
an  annual  compensation  of  17s.  2id. 

The  whole  of  the  premises,  including  the  allotment,  are  in 
the  hands  of  the  schoolmistress,  Jane  Mai'low,  who  is  appointed 
by  the  trustees  ;  she  inhabits  the  house,  and  either  occupies  or 
lets  the  land.  The  value  of  the  whole  is  estimated  at  about 
£14  a-year.  The  allotment  is  poor  land.  The  Bchoolmistress 
instructs  as  many  children  of  Hopwas  as  the  parents  choose  to 
send  her,  gratuitously,  in  reading  and  spelling ;  if  the  girls  are 
also  taught  to  work,  she  is  paid  for  it.  The  average  number  of 
children  in  the  school  is  about  20.  The  10s.  charged  on  the 
house  is  paid  by  the  schoolmistress  to  the  churchwardens  of 
Whittington,  in  satisfaction  of  the  charity  of  Matthew  Wight- 
wick,  to  that  parish. 
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KINGSWINFORD. 

Brierlby  Hill,  in  the  above  parish,  containing  7000  people,  is 
celebrated  as  the  place  where  it  is  said  that  Satan  made  his 
will  j  after  that  sad  undertaking,  he  "  staggered  on  to  Dudley 
Wood  Soide,  where  he  laid  him  down  and  doide,''  as  many 
of  the  inhabitants  profoundly  believe.  Whether  he  thought 
the  neighbourhood  was  likely  to  eclipse  his  own  in  the  fierce 
elements  and  dense  obscurity  for  which  both  are  notorious,  it 
is  hard  to  say ;  but  that  such  was  probably  the  case,  the  following 
distich  goes  far  to  prove  : — 

"  When  Satan  stood  at  Drierley  Hill,  and  far  aroand  it  gased. 
He  said,  I  never  more  shall  feel  at  hell's  fierce  flames  amazed." 

Coal  and  ironstone  were  got  hero  so  early  as  the  46th  of 
Edward  III.  The  first  curate  at  Brierley  Hill,  was  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Moss,  B.A.,  author  of  the  "Beggar's  Petition,"  he 
he  was  afterwards  domestic  chaplain  to  the  Marquis  of  Stafford, 
at  Trentham. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  following,  that  the  schoolhouse  is  lost 
to  the  parish,  and  indeed  nearly  all  the  other  charities  of  this 
parish  (Kingswinford),  appear  to  have  been  swallowed  up  one 
by  one.     The  following  is  the  list  of  those  in  operation : — 

Elizabeth  Dancer  and  John  Hodge tts,  Esq.,  of  Prestwood 
Hall,  £10  from  two  allotments  on  Ashwood  Hay,  given  at  the 
enclosure  of  1776,  in  lieu  of  land  left  by  them. 

Edward  Molyneux,  interest  of  £40,4eft  for  distribution  by 
the  churchwardens  for  the  poor. 

Ann  Dudley,  1 784,  interest  of  £50  for  the  poor. 

Thomas  Taylor,  1835,  interest  of  £100  for  the  poor  of 
Wall  Heath. 

James  Batson,  int<3rest  of  £100  for  the  poor  of  Kingswinford 
and  Amblecote. 

Not  in  operation. — Elizabeth  Hodgetts,  1716,  interest  of 
£1 00  for  four  poor  maids  or  widows  yearly.  This  was  lost  by 
the  insolvency  of  one  Simon  Mountford. 

Grey  Smart  left  £10  for  poor  colliers*  widows — lost  by  the 
insolvency  of  one  Thomas  Guest. 

3h 
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Lloyd,  interest  of  £52  for  the  poor — lost. 

Wood,  interest  of  £20  for  the  poor — ^lost  by  its  being 


in  the  hands  of  Benjn.  Brettell,  who  died  without  transferring  it. 

Dudley  Brettell,  20s.  yearly  on  St.  Thomas' s-day — lost. 

Richard  Keelinge  (1766),  10s.  every  Christmas-day,  out  of 
Mr.  Dudley  BrettelFs  estate,  for  the  poor.  This  was  lost  by 
a  Chancery  suit. 

SCHOOL   AT  BRIERLEY   HILL, 

(Near  Stourbridge,  Worcestershire.) 
The  Rev.  Fras.  Ashinhurst  by  will,  dated  lith  November,  1701,  gave  the  house 
which  he  had  built  for  a  school,  at  Biierley  Hill  in  Kingswinford  parish,  to  his 
eldest  son  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  in  trust,  for  the  use  of  poor  children  to  be  tauglii 
to  read ;  for  which  end  he  gave  £80  to  be  laid  out  by  his  eldest  son  in  land,  the 
rent  to  be  paid  by  his  son  and  his  heirs  to  such  persons  as  he  and  they  should 
nominate,  to  teach  poor  children  there ;  and  he  directed  the  sum  of  £80  to  be 
paid  out  of  his  real  estate  in  the  county  of  Derby,  if  his  personal  estate  should 
not  be  sufficient.    The  house  above  devised  has  been  occupied  by  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Ward  for  four  generations,  tlie  last  being  Joseph  Ward,  eldest  son  of 
John  Ward,  who  was  the  only  son  of  William  Ward,  both  of  whom  are  dead. 
Joseph  Ward's  grandfather  was  placed  in  the  house  about  a  century  ago,  and  he 
went  to  live  with  him  when  quite  a  child ;  ho  heard  from  his  grandfather,  that  he 
was  first  placed  in  the  house  by  Mr.  Keeling,  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
who  gave  him  the  key  of  one  "V^Tiittingham,  who  had  taught  school  there.    The 
grandfather,  father,  and  son,  all  lived  in  the  house  together  till  the  death  of  the 
former.    William  Ward  taught  school  in  the  house  as  long  as  he  lived,  but  since 
his  death  no  school  has  been  held  there.    Joseph  Waid  never  heard  this  house 
was  left  for  the  purpose  of  a  school  ^  but  that  his  grandfather  made  a  will,  leaving 
the  house  to  him  on  condition  that  he  paid  to  his  grandmother  9d.  a  week  as  long 
as  she  lived,  and  after  her  death  6d.  a  week  to  his  father  for  life ;  that  he  did  pay 
these  sums,  first  to  his  grandmother,  and  then  to  his  father,  till  the  death  of  the 
latter.    The  will  was  never  proved  and  it  is  not  now  to  be  found.    There  is  no 
ground  whatever  belonging  to  the  house,  but  merely  the  site  it  occupies.    Joseph 
Ward  put  it  into  repair,  at  an  expense  of  about  £20.    It  is  reckoned  to  be  worth 
£4  or  £5  a-year    William  Ward  used  to  receive  a  penny  or  three-halfpence  per 
week  from  the  children  coming  to  his  shcool.    He  received  no  other  pay,  and  the 
school  never  had  the  benefit  of  any  endowment.    In  the  returns  made  to  Parlia- 
ment in  1786,  the  bequest  .of  £80  by  Mr.  Ashinhurst  is  mentioned ;  and  it  is 
added,  that  it  is  not  known  when  paid,  and  that  no  further  information  could  be 
given  respecting  it.    The  endowment  must  now,  therefore,  be  considered  as  lost ; 
but  there  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  identity  of  the  house,  or  that  in  fact  it  belongs 
to  the  charity.    This  circumstance,  indeed,  has  been  known  aU  the  time  to  the 
parishioners,  though  they  have  taken  no  steps  to  recover  possession  of  it. 
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CANNOCK. 


Cannock  is  a  large  village,  midway  between  Walsall  and 
Stafford.  Dugdale  says  that  Henry  I.  had  a  summer  residence 
here.  It  was  once  a  fashionable  watering  place,  from  the 
virtues  of  the  Reaumore  hill  well.  There  are  20,000  acres  of 
knd  in  this  parish,  and  only  3,000  people.  Cannock  Chase 
embraces  18,000  acres  of  inclosed,  and  14,000  of  uninclosed  land. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

The  following  account  appears  in  the  report  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners : — 

"  By  indentare,  dated  Ist  September,  1727,  between  Thomas  Wood,  son  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Wood,  deceased,  the  sonriving  feoffee  of  the  schoolhonse,  with 
the  appartenances  in  Cannock,  after-mentioned,  of  the  one  part,  and  Sir  Edward 
Littleton  and  others,  of  the  other  part,  reciting  that  John  Wood,  formerly  of 
Paternoster-row,  London,  gentleman,  deceased,  granted  to  certain  feoffees  and 
their  heirs,  a  honse  in  Cannock,  for  a  schoolliouse,  and  to  be  used  and  enjoyed  by 
a  schoolmaster,  for  teaching  and  instructing  children  to  read  in  Cannock ;  he, 
Thomas  Wood,  for  perpetuating  the  premises  to  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid, 
enfeoffeed  and  conveyed  unto  Sir  Edward  Littleton  and  others,  and  their  heirs, 
the  messuage  or  tenement  then  used  as  a  schoolhouse,  in  trust,  to  employ  the 
same  for  a  schoolhouse,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoohnaster  there,  accord- 
ing to  the  intent  of  the  said  John  Wood,  the  donor,  and  upon  trust,  that  when 
there  should  only  be  three  feoffees  Uving,  the  surviYors  should  convey  the  premises 
to  the  use  of  themselves  and  four  other  good  and  sufficient  feoffees,  or  more,  upon 
the  trusts. 

"  By  indenture,  dated  27th  December,  1752,  between  John  Biddulph,  Esq.,  of 
the  one  part,  and  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  and  others, 
the  then  feoffees  of  the  school  premises,  of  the  other  part,  John  Biddulph,  in  con- 
sideration of  5s.  enfeoffed  and  conveyed  unto  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and 
their  heirs,  a  meadow  or  piece  of  land  in  Cannock,  called  the  Pool  Yard,  allot  Pool 
Yort,  in  trust,  to  permit  and  suffer  the  schoolmaster,  for  the  time  being,  lawfully 
placed  in  the  schoolhouse  at  Cannock,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  land 
for  his  maintenance  for  ever,  and  also,  in  trust,  that  when  there  should  be  living 
only  three  feoffees,  the  survivors  should  convey  the  premises  to  the  use  of  them- 
selves and  four  others,  upon  the  trusts. 
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"By  indenture,  dated  1st  February,  1808,  reciting  the  indentures,  and  that  Sir 
Edward  Littleton,  Bart.,  was  the  surviving  feoffee  of  the  premises  therein  respec- 
tively mentioned,  he.  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  enfeoffed  and  conveyed  the  school- 
house,  and  also  the  meadow  called  Pool  Yard,  alias  Pool  Yort,  to  the  Hon. 
Edward  Monckton,  Edward  Monekton  the  younger,  Phineas  Hussey,  John  Wal- 
house,  the  Rev.  Richard  Slaney,  Henry  Crockett,  John  Perrott,  William  Carey, 
and  three  others  since  deceased,  upon  the  trusts  in  the  recited  indentures  respec- 
tively mentioned,  with  a  similar  power  as  to  the  appointment  of  new  feoffees. 

"  By  indenture,  dated  17th  December,  1768,  John  Biddulph,  Esq.,  of  Cannock, 
granted  to  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  and  others,  a  piece  of  freehold  land,  con- 
taining 60  yards  in  length,  and  12^  in  breadth,  lying  at  the  back  of  the  school- 
house,  in  Cannock  (and  which,  by  another  deed  of  the  16th  of  the  same  December, 
it  appears  that  he  had  purchased  for  £25),  in  trust,  to  permit  the  schoobnast^ 
for  the  time  being,  who  should  be  possessed  of  the  schoolhouse,  to  receive  the 
rents  and  profits  thereof,  and  also  to  occupy  the  same  as  a  garden,  so  long  as  he 
should  be  schoolmaster  there. 

"  It  farther  appears  that  John  Biddulph  purchased  the  piece  of  land  called 
the  Pool  Yard,  in  October,  1752,  with  the  sura  of  £100." 

The  schoolhouse  and  garden  are  occupied  by  a  schoolmaster 
at  Cannock,  Mr.  G.  Sydenham,  appointed  by  the  trustees  at 
Midsummer,  1859.  He  lets  the  Pool  Yard,  which  contains 
about  two  acres,  for  £8  a  year.  The  schoolmaster  keeps  a 
school,  and  takes  only  four  free  scholars. 


GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

WiUiam  Allport  (1567),  10s.  WiUiam  Wilson  (1623),  lOs. 
William  Goldsmith  (1702),  40s.  John  Tromin,  £10  lOs.  John 
Perrot  (1707),  £8.  Mary  Chapman,  £2.  All  these  are  distri*- 
buted  on  Christmas-day. 

Ann  Davis,  5s.  to  the  poor  of  Leacroft.  Henry  Smythe 
(1614),  £6  for  weekly  bread  at  the  church.  Hugh  Gratly,  Ss. 
for  the  poor  of  Huntington.  John  Staley  (1690),  £1  for  the 
poor  of  Huntington.  F.  Stubbs,  8s.  for  the  poor  of  Huntington. 
Unknown,  £1  for  the  poor  of  Huntington.  H.  Short,  lOs.  for 
the  poor  of  Great  Wyrley.  Ann  and  Alice  Greensill,  13s.  to 
the  poor  of  Groat  Wyrley. 
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PENN. 


Penn  is  a  large  parish  of  8890  acres^  and  about  1000  people^ 
distant  two  miles  from  Wolverhampton  on  the  Stoorbridge  road. 
The  free  schools  are  conducted  by  Mr.  James  Dalton  and  Mrs. 
Tottey ;  it  is  endowed  with  a  yearly  sum  of  £104,  for  which  all 
the  boys  and  girls  in  the  parish  are  admitted  free;  of  the  income, 
M94i  is  derived  from  75  acres  of  land  and  buildings  at  Edwinbach, 
bequeathed  in  1669,  by  the  Rev.  Charles  Wynn,  for  the  education 
and  the  purchase  of  Bibles  for  the  children — the  other  £10  was 
left  by  Dr.  Raphael  Sedgwick  in  1747,  being  a  rent -charge  on  an 
estate  at  Penn.  Sedgwick's  almshouses  (1728)  were  also  left  by 
the  doctor,  with  £25  for  five  almspeople — ^he  died  in  1747,  but 
the  almshouses  were  not  commenced  till  1760;  the  then  owner 
of  the  estate  (Mr.  Bradney),  was  compelled  to  pay  8J  yearS' 
arrears,  viz. : — £218  15s.  Od.  This  interest  was  laid  out  in 
£464  19s.  Id.,  three  per  cent.  con.  ann.  The  almspeople  there- 
fore have  £7  15s.  6d.  each. — Richard  Evans  left  for  the  poor 
£2  per  annum  out  of  a  farm  house  at  Penn. — Poor  land  and  Dead 
Lad's  Gravepiece,  £6  per  annum  rents  for  the  poor. 

[From  the  Charitp  Commissionen^  Report.'] 

Alice  Green's  Dole. 

It  appears  from  our  3rd  report,  that  Alice  Qreen  gave  an  ammity  of  lis.  6d.  to 
t{ie  poor  of , the  parish  of  Little  Wenlock,  in  Shropshire,  payable  oat  of  an  estate 
oQled  the  Dairy  House  Farm,  in  Biierley,  in  the  parish  of  Sedgley,  in  this  county. 

When  we  inquired  into  the  charities  of  Penn,  in  the  year  1820-1,  we  were  in- 
formed that  one  Alice  Oreen  also  ga?e  an  annuity  of  the  same  amount,  and  pay- 
able out  of  the  same  estate,  to  the  poor  of  this  parish,  IQs.  of  which  was  to  be 
g^yen  to  them,  and  the  other  Is.  6d.  to  the  churchwardens  for  their  trouble  in 
receiving  it.  Our  infomumt,  the  churchwarden,  stated  that  thb  annual  sum  had 
been  received  by  Mr.  Pieldhouse,  a  former  vicar,  and  he  had  seen  a  copy  of  a 
receipt  given  by  him  for  the  amount  of  the  yearly  payment  to  Mr.  Hoo,  the  then 
owner  of  the  farm.    This  receipt,  however,  could  not  then  be  found. 

It  appeared  also,  on  our  inquiry  into  the  charities  of  Wolverhampton  (see  4th 
Report,  p.  363),  that  one  Alice  Qrecn  had  charged  the  above  farm,  by  deed,  with 
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the  payment  of  2Us.  to  the  poor  of  Wolverhampton,  and  2s.  to  tlie  churchwardens 
thereof;  and  also  that,  on  the  benefaction  table  of  that  town,  this  Alice  Green 
was  described  as  the  daughter  of  John  Garbett,  of  Lower  Penn.  The  annuities  to 
Little  Wenlock  and  Wolverhampton  were  paid,  and  admitted  to  be  existing 
charges  on  the  farm.  All  these  circumstances,  together  with  the  fact  that  the 
charity  and  name  of  the  donor  are  mentioned  in  the  Parliamentary  Hetums  of 
1786,  under  the  head  of  this  parish,  appeared  to  us,  on  the  occasion  of  our 
inquiry  into  the  charities  of  Penn,  to  give  probability  to  the  claim  on  behalf  of 
the  poor  of  that  parish,  but  we  delayed  our  report  until  we  could  obtain  some 
further  information  respecting  it,  and  we  have  lately  procured  the  following 
additional  evidence : — 

The  receipt  above-mentioned  has  been  found  and  produced  to  us ;  it  is  dated 
29th  March,  1790,  and  in  the  handwriting  of  and  signed  by  the  Rev.  Benjamin 
Fieldhouse,  the  then  vicar,  and  is  as  follows : — "  Received  of  Thomas  Hoc,  Esq., 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Best,  lis.  6d.,  being  a  dole  payable  out  of  the  Dairy  Farm,  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Penn,  due  Lady -day  last,  by  mc,  B.  Fieldliouse." 

The  Mr.  Best  mentioned  as  the  party  through  whom  the  money  was  paid  was 
a  friend  of  Mr.  Hoo,  the  owner  of  the  property,  and  the  receipt  was  obtainsd  by 
the  parish  from  his  widow. 

An  inhabitant  of  this  parish,  who  was  in  the  service  of  Mr.  Fieldhonse  in  the 
year,  1791  (in  which  year  he  died),  stated  to  us  that  she  remembered  his  making 
applications  to  Mr.  Best  for  a  dole  that  used  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Dairy  Farm. 
The  money  when  received  was  laid  out  in  bread  made  up  into  threepenny  loaves, 
six  of  which  were  given  by  Mr.  Fieldhouse,  or  his  curate,  to  poor  widows  on 
Sunday  after  morning  service  occasionally,  until  the  money  was  expended.  She 
used  to  take  the  bread  into  the  church  on  Sunday,  and  give  it  to  the  parish  clerk. 
Our  informant  had  lived  in  this  parish  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Fieldhouse.  Her 
evidence  was  confirmed  by  that  of  another  respectable  inhabitAut. 

There  are  no  other  bread  charities  for  the  parish,  except  Evans's,  which  is 
given  away  in  twopenny  loaves  on  Christmas  and  New-year's  days. 

It  did  not  appear  that  any  distribution  in  respect  of  the  charity  had  been 
made  since  the  death  of  Mr.  Fieldhouse. 

We  are  informed  that  the  charities  of  Alice  Green,  were  given  about  the 
begining  of  the  17th  century.  The  Parliamentary  Returns  give  the  year  1606  as 
the  date  of  her  will.  We  have  searched  for  it  from  the  year  1605  to  1619,  and 
from  1655  to  1666,  without  success. 

The  Dairy  House  Farm  now  belongs  to  Edward  Hodgetts  Foley,  Esq.,  and 
Sir  Edward  Dolman  Scott,  Bart.,  to  whom  we  communicated  the  above  facts ; 
and  on  our  representation  they  have  agreed  to  pay  the  annuity  in  question  rega- 
larJy  in  future,  and  six  year's  arrears.  We  have  forwarded  accordingly  to  the 
minister  and  parish  officers  of  this  parish  an  authority  to  receive  it,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  conferring  on  us  that  power. 
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PATTINGHAM. 


Pattingham  18  a  pleasant  village,  six  miles  west  of  Wolver- 
hampton, and  here  the  Wrekin  and  the  Shropshire  hills  are 
full  in  view ;  the  parish  contains  4,200  acres  of  land,  and  about 
1,000  people :  part  of  it  is  in  Shropshire. 

FREE   SCHOOL. 

In  a  surrender  of  the  poor's  land,  entered  on  the  court 
rolls  of  the  10th  of  November,  1702,  it  is  stated,  that  the 
school-house  had  then  been  built  on  a  piece  of  land  belonging 
to  the  trustees  for  the  poor;  but  the  earliest  notice  of  any 
endowment  for  education,  is  in  the  court  rolls  of  the  18th  of 
September,  1725,  when  Edward  Devey,  of  Wolverhampton, 
surrendered  a  close  of  land  called  Rudge  Pitts,  in  the  manor 
of  Pattingham,  containing  by  estimation  2^  acres,  to  the  use 
of  William  Plymley,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  and  William 
Plyraley  being  admitted,  surrendered  the  premises  to  the  use 
of  James  Browne  and  others^  in  trust,  to  employ  the  rents  and 
profits  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  poor  children,  bom  in 
the  parish  of  Pattingham  and  Rudge  (which  is  a  township  in 
the  parish),  to  read  English.  On  the  11th  of  June,  1730, 
Thomas  Mullinor  surrendered  60  perches  of  land  in  one  of  the 
common  fields  of  Pattingham,  called  Stomberlow  Hill  Field,  to 
the  use  of  the  same  trustees,  and  upon  similar  trusts  to  the 
above;  and  on  the  18th  of  October,  1790,  James  Brown,  as 
survivor  of  the  trustees,  surrendered  a  piece  of  land  in 
Pattingham,  containing  by  estimation  2\  acres,  and  another 
piece  of  land  there,  containing  by  estimation  one-third  of  an 
acre,  to  other  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  trust,  for  the 
rents  and  profits  to  be  disposed  of  for  the  education  of  eight 
poor  children  at  the  public  free  school  at  Pattingham. 
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The  quantity  of  land  claimed  by  the  trustees  of  the  school, 
and  allowed  on  the  survey  taken  under  the  inclosve  act,  was 
2a.  3r.  24p.      The  commissioner,  by  his  award,  assigned  to 
them  two  allotments,  containing  together  2a.  2b.  3p.  (a  defal- 
cation in  quantity  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  same  manner  as 
that  which  took  place  with  respect  to  the  church  and  poor's 
lands),  in  full  satisfaction  for  their  right  and  interest  in  the 
residue  of  the  lands  within  the  manor,  by  the  act  directed  to 
be  divided,  allotted,  and  inclosed.     We  have  already  seen  that 
one  of  these  allotments,  containirfg  36  perches,  was  afterwards, 
under  the  authority  of  the  act,  exchanged  with  the  trustees  of 
the  poor's  land,  for  a  piece  of  land  containing  two  perches, 
with  the  school-house  built  thereon.      The  school-room  was 
some  time  ago  used  by  the  parish  as  a  workhouse;    and  it 
appears  that  certain  articles  of  agreement  were  entered  into 
in  the  year  1793,  by  which  the  trustees  agreed  to   pay  the 
schoolmaster  12s.  a-ycar  for  the  use  of  the  free  school,  to  be 
occupidi  by  the  parish  for  setting  on  foot  and  establishing  a 
manufactory  therein.     It  does  not  however  appear  that  this  12s. 
a-year  was  ever  paid.     The  room  was  occupied  but  a  short 
time  by  the  parish,  and  then  fell  into  a  state  of  great  decay. 
In  January,   1821,  the  master,  Mr.  Edward  Curtis,  who  had 
held  the  appointment  many  years,  died,  and  the  school  was 
then  suspended,  in  order,  by  suffering  the  rent  of  the  school 
land  to  accumulate,  to  raise  a  fund  for  putting  the  old  school- 
room in  repair.     The  school  is  now  conducted  by  Mr.  James 
Home.      The    foundation    income    is    £48    per  annum;    the 
children  pay  Id.  to  2d.  per  week,  and  average  sixty  in  number. 
There  is  no  free  residence  for  the  master,  but  the  Earl  and 
Countess  of  Dartmouth   have   subscribed   £150   towards   the 
erection,  and  it  is  expected  that  this  want  will  be  soon  supplied. 

General  Charities. — The  Church  Lands  comprise  21a.  2r. 
21  p.,  and  seven  cottages,  which  let  for  £80  12s.  per  annum. — 
The  poors'  property,  five  cottages,  and  3a.  1r.  24p.  garden- 
ground  at  £41  2s  per  annum,  distributed  in  Easter  week. — 
John  Perry,  interest  of  £10  for  poors'  bread;  Mary  Taylor, 
interest  of  £10  10s.  ditto. 
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ELFORD. 


Elford  is  a  neat  village^  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Tamworth ; 
its  name  arose  from  the  ford  being  full  of  eels.  The  parish 
contains  but  500  people^  with  1840  acres  of  highly  cultivated 
land.  Robert  Bage,  bom  at  Derby  in  1728,  occupied  the  flour 
mill  here,  and  wrote  five  popular  novels,  proving  Dr.  Johnson^s 
remark,  that  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  a  man  engaged  in  business 
to  follow  literary  pursuitfs  in  his  leisure  hours. 

REV.  JOHN  HILL'S  CHARITY, 

Together  with  the  Gifts  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Moo&e,  aud  the 

Rev.  William  Sawkey. 

By  indenlure,  dated  4th  September,  11th  Jac.  I,  John  Hill,  clerk,  parson  of 
Elford,  granted  to  certain  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  all  that  his  close,  meadow  or 
pasture,  called  Smith  Holme,  lying  within  the  lordships,  fees  or  frecincts  of 
Oakley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and  Croxall,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  or  one 
of  them,  with  all  woods,  &c.,  to  hold  the  same  in  trust  for  himself  during  life,  and 
after  his  decease,  upon  trust,  that  they  and  their  heirs  should  from  time  to  time 
bestow  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  the  one  moiety  thereof  for  the 
maintenance  of  such  schoolmaster  as  should  within  the  parish  of  Elford  instruct 
the  children  of  the  inhabitants  there  from  time  to  time,  and  the  other  moiety 
upon  such  of  the  poorest  people  of  the  parish  of  Elford,  as  from  time  to  time 
should  be  old,  impotent,  bUnd,  lame,  fatherless,  widows,  or  impoverished  by  fire 
or  thieves,  or  loss  of  goods  by  any  other  casual  ^isitation,  and  of  these  especially 
such  as  should  religiously  use  to  frequent  the  church,  and  should  Uve  godly  and 
honestly ;  and  that  the  whole  of  the  yearly  rents  and  profits,  except  only  the 
tithes  and  other  duties  payable  thereout,  should  yearly  be  delivered  to  the  hands 
of  the  parson  of  Elford,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  there  for 
the  time  being,  or  in  case  of  default  of  any  of  them,  to  the  hands  of  such  other 
persons  as  the  feoffees  should  choose  as  well  to  be  trusted,  and  by  them  to  be 
divided  to  the  schoolmaster  and  poor  people  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day; 
provided  that  if  at  any  time  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Elford, 
should  not  provide  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  the  children,  that  then  the  moiety  of 
the  rents  and  profits  before  given  towards  the  mamtenanoe  of  the  schoolmaster, 
should  be  divided  and  given  to  the  poor  people  in  the  manner  before  appointed  for 
the  other  moiety,  until  the  inhabitants  should  provide  a  schoolmaster,  and  no 
longer :  And  it  was  agreed  between  the  parties,  that  so  soon  as  all  the  feoffees, 
except  two,  should  die,  the  survivor  or  survivors  should  appoint  two  or  more  of 
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the  worthiest  men  in  the  parish  of  Elford,  and  in  Fisherwick,  and  Haslor,  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  in  their  stead,  and  so  toties  quoties. 

By  another  indenture,  dated  7th  June,  17  Jac.  I  (as  appears  from  the  recitals 
in  subsequent  trust  deeds,  the  original  not  beings  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
trustees)  the  said  John  Tlill  granted  to  the  same  trustees  as  are  mentioned  in 
the  former  deed,  and  their  heirs,  one  parcel  of  meadow  ground,  containing  by 
estimation  two  acres ;  and  one  other  parcel  of  meadow  ground,  containing  by 
estimation  three  acres,  commonly  called  Tame  Meadow,  both  parcels  l>ing 
within  the  manor  of  Whichnor,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  in  a  common  meadow 
there  called  Cattholme  Meadow,  and  all  manner  of  rents,  commons,  ways,  waters, 
and  trees,  with  all  and  singular  other  profits,  commodities,  and  hereditaments 
whatsoever,  with  tlie  appurtenances  unto  the  several  parcels  of  meadow  ground, 
or  either  of  them,  belonging,  to  hold  the  same  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes 
as  were  expressed  in  the  former  indenture. 

The  trusts  have  been  continued  down  by  successive  conveyances. 

The  trustees  are  likewise  possessed  of  two  cottages  and  a  croft,  in  a  part  of 
the  parish  of  Elford,  called  the  Beck,  which  were  purchased  many  years  ago  for 
the  sum  of  £18,  and  were  conveyed  by  indenture,  dated  the  11th  of  June,  1701, 
from  John  Newbold,  and  Emma,  his  wife,  Alice  TToolley  and  Rebecca  Woolley, 
to  Tliomas  Moore,  clerk,  parson  of  Elford,  and  others,  and  their  heirs,  to  the  use 
of  the  schoolmaster  of  Elford,  for  the  time  being,  for  ever,  and  of  the  poorest 
people  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Elford,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such 
provisions^as  were  mentioned  in  the  indenture  first  above  recited. 

There  is  a  tradition  in  the  parish,  and  which  is  recorded  in  an  old  account 
book  of  the  charity,  dated  in  1741,  that  these  premises  were  purchased  out  of 
the  savings  of  the  charity  income,  tliere  being  no  poor  people  in  the  parUk  to 
receive  the  hen  pf act  ion. 

There  is  also  a  small  allotment,  containing  one  rood  and  twenty  perches, 
awarded  in  respect  of  these  cottages,  under  the  inelosure  of  Elford  common 
fields  in  the  year  1766. 

Tliere  is  now  no  land  belonging  to  the  charity  in  Oakley,  nor  is  there  any 
either  in  Oakley  or  Croxall,  now  called  Smith  Holme ;  but  the  trustees  have  a 
meadow  in  Croxall,  called  Hatchet  t's  Meadow,  which  is  presumed  to  be  the  same 
as  that  mentioned  in  Hill's  grant  by  the  name  of  Smith  Hohne;  it  is  bounded  on 
one  side  by  the  river  Tame,  on  another  by  the  river  Mease,  and  on  the  third,  its 
fonn  being  triangular,  by  a  field  called  Gosty  Moor;  it  is  let  at  a  rent  of  £12 1&. 
•There  arc  also  belonging  to  the  charity,  two  meadows  in  Whichnor,  one  called 
the  Lea  Meadow,  containing  2a.  3r.  2Sp.,  and  the  other  called  Kensall's  Meadow, 
containing  2a.  2r.  7p.  ;  though  neither  of  these  is  called  Tame  Meadow,  by 
which  name  one  of  the  parcels  of  ground  mentioned  in  Hill's  second  grant  is 
described ;  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt  that  these  are  the  same  lands  as  were 
thereby  conveyed;  they  are  open  meadows,  forming  part  of  a  meadow  called 
Cattholme,  and  distinguished  from  the  rest  of  it,  at  present,  only  by  old  and 
insufficient  boundary  marks.    In  the  year  1811,  a  survey  and  plan  of  this  property 
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vas  made  by  Mr.  Wyatt,  of  Barton,  who,  from  information  obtained  from  old 
labourers  who  had  been  employed  on  the  land,  laid  down  new  boundary  marks. 
It  appears,  however,  that  Mr.  Levett,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  rest  of  the 
meadow,  was  dissatisfied  with  the  boundaries  so  marked,  as  not  agreeing  with  a 
map  of  the  meadow  in  his  possession,  dated  in  1724,  and  the  new  marks  have 
been  removed.  It  was  therefore  represented  to  Mr.  Levett,  that  measures  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  fixing  these  boundaries  with  the  assent  of  both  parties. 

These  meadows  are  let  at  a  rent  of  £10,  which  appears  to  be  a  sufficient  rent. 
The  trustees  are  not  in  possession  of  the  aftermath  of  this  land,  which  would 
add  at  least  20s.  per  acre  to  its  yearly  value.  The  conveyance  of  the  property  is 
in  the  most  general  terms,  without  any  reservation  or  exception ;  but  for  the  last 
century,  during  which  the  property  of  the  rest  of  the  meadow  has  been  in  Mr. 
Levett's  family,  they  have  invariably  exercised  the  right  of  aftermath  in  the 
charity  land;  nor  can  any  trace  be  found  of  its  having  ever  been  enjoyed  by  the 
trustees,  or  their  tenants. 

One  of  the  cottages,  with  a  small  garden,  is  let  for  £2  a-year;  the  other  for 
12s.  6d. ;  the  croft  for  £1 10s. ;  and  the  allotment  for  10s.  6d.  These  rents  seem 
to  be  adequate  to  the  value  of  the  premises.  The  cottages  are  very  small,  and 
the  second  is  in  very  bad  repair. 

The  income  of  this  charity  is  further  augmented  by  the  following  bene- 
factions : — 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Moobe's  Legacy.— In  an  old  parish  book  is  the  following 
memorandum : — "  There  is  left  by  the  last  will  of  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  late  rector 
of  Elford,  £10. ;  the  interest  whereof  is  to  be  disposed  of  equally  between  the 
poor  and  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being,  according  to  Mr.  Bill's  dole.  The 
principal  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  James  Webb,  rector." 

The  money  has  now  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  rector,  the  Rev.  P.  E.  Paget, 
who  pays  9s.  a-year,  as  the  interest  thereof,  to  Hill's  trustees. 

The  Rev.  William  Sawbey's  Legacy.— There  is  also  in  the  hands  of  the 

present  rector  a  sum  of  £30,  being  a  legacy  given  by  the  will  of  the  Rev.  William 

Sawrey,  the  late  rector,  who  died  in  1792,  for  which  he  pays  interest  at  4i  per 

cent.,  being  £1  7s.,  which  is  added  to  the  funds  of  Hill's  charity. 

The  amount  of  these  several  particulars,  is  as  follows  -. — 

£   s.    d. 

Rent  of  Hatchctt's  meadow 12  12  0 

Ditto  of  the  land  in  Whichnor 10    0  0 

Ditto  of  cottage  2    0  0 

Ditto  of  cottage  0  12  A 

Ditto  of  the  croft *. 1  10  0 

Ditto  of  the  allotment 0  10  6 

Interest  of  Moore's  legacy 0    9  0 

Ditto  of  Sawiey's  legacy   17  0 

29    1    0 
One  half  of  this  income  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  at  Elford,  part  in  April, 
and  part  in  December,  as  the  rents  and  interest  are  received.    The  school  is  now 
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established  on  the  national  system,  and  contains  about  100  scholars  of  both  sexes, 
of  whom  about  80  were  inhabitants  of  Elford.  They  pay  for  their  instmction, 
2s.  6d.  each  per  quarter ;  and  when  the  number  of  scholars  has  not  been  large 
enough  to  afford  the  master  at  this  rate  a  sufficient  remuneration,  the  deficiency 
has  been  supplied  by  the  voluntary  liberality  of  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Mary  Howard. 
This  lady  also  chiefly  supports  a  national,  and  with  the  rect(M',  an  infant  sdiool, 
bmlt  in  1848. 

The  other  half  of  the  income  is  paid,  together  with  the  sacrament  money,  to 
poor  parishioners  at  Easter  and  on  St.  Thomas's-day,  insnms  varying  from  10s.  to 
Is.  Previously  to  each  distribution,  the  list  of  the  preceding  distribution  is 
examined  at  a  parish  meeting,  and  such  alterations  are  made  as  circumstances 
render  expedient.  There  is  no  exclusion  from  this  charity  of  those  who  receiye 
parish  pay,  but  allowances  to  such  are  on  a  diminished  scale.  The  allowances  are 
also  occasionally  reduced  for  misconduct. 

Charities. — Edward  Astbury  (1810),  interest  of  £10  to  twenty 
poor  widows.  Humphrey  Darlaston  (1666),  6s.  per  annum  to 
six  poor  men  (this  is  not  paid  now),  Alice  Wright,  interest 
of  £4  to  the  poor, — ^not  paid  since  1775. 


CHURCH    EATON. 

Church  Eaton  is  a  village  of  one  street,  six  miles  from  Stafford, 
with  about  800  people,  and  5000  acres  of  land.  On  the  south 
side  of  the  church  formerly  stood  the  Free  Grammar  School, 
which  has  been  recently  pulled  down,  and  two  school-rooms,  one 
for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  have  been  erected.  About  50 
boys  attend  the  free  school,  and  the  master  has  a  salary  of  £50, 
which  is  paid  out  of  the  trust  rents. 

THE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

It  is  not  known  how  this  school  was  originally  founded  or  endowed ;  bat  the 
existing  deeds  and  writings  relating  to  it  show,  that  the  estates  appropriated  to 
itysnpport  were  formerly  vested  in  certain  trustees  or  feoffees,  upon  trust,  to 
employ  some  small  part  of  the  rents  and  proits  of  the  estates  for  the  repairs  of 
the  parish  church  of  Church  Eaton  from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  5s.  per 
annum ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  rents  and  profits  for  and  towards  the  mainte- 
nance of  an  able  scholar,  to  teach  and  instruct  young  boys  of  the  parish  of  Church 
Eaton,  freely,  in  a  grammer-school  in  Church  Eaton ;  and  that  the  trustees  were 
cmi)owered,  with  the  consent  of  some  other  of  the  better  sort  of  the  parish,  upon 
just  occasion,  either  to  place  or  displace  any  sucli  scholar  or  schoolmaster,  and  to 
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grant  leases  in  possession  of  the  premises  upon  fitting  rents,  not  oppressing  the 
tenants. 

By  a  decree  of  commissioners  of  charitable  uses,  dated  the  14th  August,  in 
the  13th  year  of  George  11.,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  estates  were  then  Tested 
in  Walter  Astley,  as  heir  of  a  suryiving  trustee,  it  was  declared,  that  the  estates 
belonged  to  the  free  grammar-school  of  Church  Eaton,  and  it  was  ordered  that 
Walter  Astley  should  convey  the  same  to  certain  persons  therein  named,  upon  the 
trusts ;  and  that  the  yearly  sum  of  SOs.  should  be  applied  to  the  repairs  of  the 
parish  church,  in  lieu  of  the  sum  of  5s.,  which  appeared  to  the  commissioners  to 
be  a  Tariated  payment ;  and  that  when  two  or  more  of  the  trustees  were  dead,  or 
before,  if  thought  convenient,  the  survivors  should  make  a  new  feoffment  of  the 
premises,  to  the  use  of  themselves  and  so  many  others  as  should  make  up  the 
number  of  five ;  and  that  the  like  rule  should  be  observed  in  all  future  generations. 

The  charity  estates  having  become  vested  in  Sir  Edward  Littleton,  baronet,  as 
surviving  trustee,  were  conveyed  by  him,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the 
release  dated  23rd  October,  1801,  to  the  use  of  himself,  the  right  honourable 
Charles  Chetwynd,  Earl  Talbot,  the  right  honourable  Orlando  Bridgman,  Lord 
Bradford,  Moreton  Walhouse,  Esq.,  and  Henry  Crockett,  Esq.,  and  their  heirs ; 
and  in  those  deeds  the  property  is  described  as  a  messuage,  with  the  outbuildings 
and  appurtenances,  in  Wood  Eaton,  in  the  parish  of  Church  Eaton,  and  several 
closes  and  pieces  of  land  thereto  belonging  and  therein  particularly  mentioned, 
and  15  doles  in  the  Marsh  meadow ;  and  also  a  messuage  and  blacksmith's  shop 
adjoining,  situate  in  Church  Eaton,  with  the  outbuildings,  gardens,  and  appur- 
tenances, and  two  small  crofts  at  the  back  of  the  messuage ;  and  also  six  other 
messuages,  with  the  gardens  and  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  and  the  lands 
belonging  to  one  of  them,  situate  in  Church  Eaton.  ^ 

Part  of  the  property  was  exchanged  in  or  about  the  year  1813,  under  the 

authority  of  the  Forebridge  drainage  and  inclosure  act,  with  Earl  Talbot  for  other 

lands,  by  which  a  small  addition  was  made  to  the  charity  estate  in  point  of 

quantity,  and  an  advantage  was  gained  by  the  consolidation  of  part  of  the  lands. 

Before  the  exchange,  the  total  quantity  of  land  was  90a.  1&.  3p.,  and  is%ow 

92a.  3r.  19p.    The  estates  are  let  for  about  £130,  under  a  condition  to  keep  the 

buildings  in  repair,  and  are  as  follows : — 

A.  E.  p. 

Earm-house  and  lands.. 74  1  12 

House  and  lands 5  0  25 

House  and  garden   :. 0  1  10 

House  and  garden   0  0  16 

House  and  garden  0  0  26 

House,  garden,  and  croft   0  3    0 

House  and  garden  0  0  16 

House  and  land    1  3  25 

Land 10  0  13 

Piece  of  land,  60  yards  by  17  yards,  lying  in  a  field  called  Stable 

Croft,  of  which  the  remainder  belongs  to  Mr.  Crockett 
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Before  Lady-day,  1S02,  the  whole  rents  amounted  to  £54  4s.  only ;  and  iu 
1802,  the  land-tax  upon  the  whole  of  the  premises  was  purchased  for  £23 12s.  34d. 

The  school  is  in  usage  considered  a  grammar-school,  and  is  open  for  gratuitous 
instruction,  to  the  sons  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Church  Eaton,  but 
in  general  there  are  not  more  than  four  or  five  scholars  at  a  time  instructed  in 
Latin ;  all,  however,  are  taught  Latin  whose  friends  desire  it,  and  all  the  boys 
are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  accounts,  as  well  as  the  rudiments  of  mathe- 
matics, if  qualified  for  the  latter  branch  of  learning,  by  continuing  a  sufficient 
length  of  time  at  school.  There  are  in  summer  generally  from  20,  to  30,  and  in 
winter,  from  30  to  50  scholars,  and  they  are  admitted  on  application  to  the 
masters.  Twenty-five  young  children,  both  boys  and  girls,  are  also  instructed 
free  of  expense,  by  the  schoolmistress,  in  reading. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Charity  estate,  £  t2  per  annum,  £8  for  Gnosall,  remainder 
between  Gnosall  and  Church  Eaton,  for  the  poor  on  Good 
Friday,  and  St.  Thomas's-day. 

John  Astley  (1645),  ten  shillings  for  repairs  of  roads. 

Thomas  Blake  (1685),  26  shillings;  and  Walter  Jennings 
(1723),  26  shillings,  for  weekly  bread. 

Henry  Crockett  (1730),  rent  of  seven  and  a  half  acres  of 
land  and  house,  £20,  for  the  poor. 

Ralph  Macclesfield  (1731),  10  shillings,  rent  of  a  croft,  that 
cost  £10,  for  the  poor. 


PENKRIDGE. 

Penkridge  is  a  small  ancient  town,  six  miles  from  Stafford. 
Its  name  is  derived  from  the  river  Penk,  which  runs  on  its  west. 
According  to  Camden  and  others  it  is  the  Pennocrucium  of  the 
Romans.  The  parish  of  Penkridge  comprizes  16,000  acres, 
with  only  3,200  inhabitants.  The  church  was  founded  by  King 
Edgar,  in  964,  and  now  contains  1,200  sittings,  450  of  which 
are  free.  Bishop  Hurd  was  bom  at  Congreve,  a  village  1 J  miles 
from  Penkridge,  as  was  also  Miss  Barker,  the  authoress  of  ''  A 
Welsh  Story,'^  in  which  work  Sir  Edward  Littleton  is  pourtrayed 
under  the  nam?  of  Sir  Edwin. 
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THE  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

A  schoolhouse  was  erected  in  1695,  in  the  churchyard,  by 
Edward  Littleton,  Esq.,  and  others,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Penkridge  for  ever.  There  was  no  original 
endowment,  but  the  following  benefactions  were  afterwards 
conferred  upon  it : — 

Francis  Sherratt,  1731,  left  the  rent  of  a  field  called 
Clayfield,  containing  1a.  1r.  28p.  ;  and  another  called  Kynvas- 
ton  Leasow,  containing  4a.  3r.  3p.,  to  pay  a  schoolmaster  for 
teaching  eight  poor  boys,  born  in  Penkridge,  to  read  the  Bible 
and  writing,  for  four  years — four  to  be  nominated  by  the  church- 
wardens, and  four  by  Sir  E.  Littleton  and  his  heirs — each  boy 
to  wear  a  blue  bonnet,  paid  for  out  of  such  rent. 

John  Smart  left  10s.  yearly  to  the  school,  charged  on  his 
estate  at  Wheaton  Aston. 

In  1730,  Thomas  Stevens  left  10s.  yearly  for  the  school,  out 
9  of  premises  in  Clay-street,  Penkridge. 

Sir  Edward  Littleton  left  the  interest  of  £50  for  the  school 
annually.  This  sum  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  old  South 
Sea  annuities,  and  produces  41  14s.  6d.  per  annum. 

An  unknown  donor  left  the  interest  of  £44  1  Os.  (£2  4s.  6d.), 
for  the  school.     This  sum  is  paid  by  the  Littleton  family. 

Thomas  Clarke,  1799,  gave  £500,  Irish  five  per  cents.,  for 
the  use  of  the  school.  This  was  afterwards  converted  into 
£525  new  four  per  cents. 

Mr.  E.  T.  Chambers,  who  was  appointed  in  1854,  is  master 
of  the  school.  The  total  endowment  funds  amount  to 
£31  14.  6d.,  for  which  12  boys  (the  best  scholars),  are  taught 
free,  and  have  caps  and  capes.  The  remainder  of  the  scholars 
pay  Id.  to  6d.  per  week  each,  according  to  their  parents' 
circumstances,  but  they  are  all  taught  alike.  The  number  of 
boys  on  the  books  is  155,  and  the  attendance  is  about  40  short 
of  that  number. 

The  master's  total  receipts  are  £70,  and  he  lives  rent-free. 
The  school  is  admirably  conducted. 
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GENERAL  CHARITIES.     • 

Sir  Edward  Littleton,  interest  of  £40,  for  which  Lord 
Hatherton  pays  five  per  cent. 

John  Smart,  10s.  per  annum. 

Thomas  Stevens,  10s.  per  annum,  in  1730. 

Thomas  Clarke,  1 799,  £5  per  annum  on  St.  Thomases-day, 
and  £5  per  annum  on  Candlemas-day. 

Elizabeth  Rudge,  1819,  interest  of  £50,  invested  in  the 
three  per  cents,  £1  14s.  per  annum. 

Sir  Stephen  Slaney,  1622,  left  for  the  poor,  and  for 
marrying  poor  maldti,  the  sura  of  £40,  which  was  expended  on  a 
rent-charge  of  £3,  upon  premises  in  Penkridge,  and  a  pasture 
called  Miles  Moor,  a  croft  at  Princefield,  and  an  acre  in  Haston 
Meadow,  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens,  with  power  of 
distraint  for  nonpayment.  £2  10s.  was  paid  yearly  up  to  1743, 
but  it  has  not  been  paid  since,  and  certainly  ought  to  be 
recovered  from,  or  applied  for,  through  the  Littleton  family, 
who  own  the  Miles  Moor. 

Ann  Littleton,  interest  of  £50,  to  bo  paid  by  the  heir  of  the 
family  of  Pileton  (the  Littletons) — this  is  also  suspended. 

It  is  argued  by  some,  that  as  the  Littleton  family  are  such 
benefactors  of  the  parish  in  voluntary  contributions,  that  these 
two  benefactions  are  more  than  paid ;  but  that  ought  not  to  be 
listened  to,  as  the  estates  may  be  sold  to  others,  or  the  family 
named  may  suspend  their  voluntary  gifts  at  some  future  day ; 
and  then,  as  now,  length  of  non-payment  may  be  pleaded  for  a 
total  deprivation  of  the  rights  of  the  poor  in  these  cases ;  and 
the  evil  does  not  rest  here*  as  other  donations  have  been 
suspended,  although  recorded  on  the  table  of  benefactions, 
which  are  considered  as  lost,  doubtless  because  the  Littleton 
family  go  and  do  likewise. 
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TIPTON. 


TiPTONj  OB  TiBBiNQTON^  is  a  Confederation  of  canals^  railways, 
famaces,  smoke,  and  dirt.  The  parish  contains  3000  acres  of 
land,  including  the  above  named  family.  The  population  has 
increased  sixfold  in  fifby  years,  and  now  amounts  to  30,000, 
being  at  the  rate  of  ten  to  eveiy  acre.  Of  course  this  increase 
must  have  been  mostly  supplied  by  importation ;  and  strength 
being  the  chief  thing  in  request,  the  roughs  of  many  districts 
settled  down  in  Tipton.  Although  there  are  18  places  of  wor- 
ship here,  the  working  people  as  a  body  are  desperately 
ignorant  and  uncouth.  The  only  superiority  they  brag  of  being 
of  three  kinds — ^bull-dogs,  prize  fighters,  and  coal — two  of  the 
champions  of  the  ring  having  been  cradled  here — numbers  of 
celebrated  dogs  bred  and  bom — and  the  six  ton  lump  of  coal, 
produced  and  sent  by  Tipton  to  the  1851  Exhibition;  this 
enormous  black  diamond  measured  in  height  six  feet,  and 
in  circumference  18  feet,  and  was  dislodged  from  Mr.  Bound's 
colUery,  at  Tividale. 

SCHOOLS. 

Solomon  Woodall,  by  will  dated  14th  April,  1796,  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the 
Kev.  Thomas  Shawe  HeUiar,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Cartwright  and  nine  others,  £650 
npon  trust,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  fimds,  and  there  keep  the  same  until  the 
same  should  be  repurchased  or  redeemed,  and  as  soon  as  the  same  should  be 
repurchased  or  redeemed,  to  apply  the  money  received  in  consideration  thereof  in 
purchase  of  stock  of  the  same  or  like  nature,  producing  as  near  as  might  be  a 
Hke  interest,  and  apply  a  competent  part  of  the  dividends  for  supporting  and 
establbhing  a  school  at  or  near  Great  Bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Tipton,  for  educat- 
ing boys,  being  the  children  of  poor  persons,  parishioners  of  and  inhabitants 
within  the  parishes  of  Dudley,  Tipton,  Westbromwich,  and  Wednesbury,  in 
reading,  writingf  and  arithmetic;  and  when  there  should  be  any  surplus  of 
dividend,  to  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  the  like  stock ;  and  he  directed 
that  his  trustees  should  purchase  such  books,  papers,  and  slates,  as  they  should 
deem  requisite,  and  should  elect  some  proper  person  of  the  Established  Church 
of  England,  to  instruct  the  boys,  with  a  power  to  remove  and  displace  the  master 
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as  often  as  they  should  think  fit,  and  to  impose  on  the  master  the  terms  of  rentisff 
at  his  own  expense,  and  residing  in  such  house  at  or  near  Great  Bridge  as  they 
should  think  fit  and  convenient  for  a  school,  allowing  him  such  salary  as  they 
should  think  proper.    The  master  to  take  the  boys  to  church  on  Sunday  and 
Christmas-day ;  the  number  of  boys  not  to  be  less  than  30,  or  more  than  40,  to  be 
admitted  between  seven  and  eleven  years  old,  to  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  and 
remain  four  years  only ;  the  trustees  to  choose  a  treasurer  to  manage  the  school, 
and  receive  the  dividends,  and  pay  the  master,  and  to  be  allowed  such  salary  as 
the  trustees  should  think  proper ;  the  trustees  to  meet  31st  December  yearly,  to 
settle  the  accounts.    Trustees  ceasing  to  be  resident  in  Dudley.  Tipton,  West- 
bromwich,  and  Wednesbnry,  to  cease  to  be  trustees,  and  when  the  trustees  should 
be  reduced  to  six,  the  survivors  to  nominate  five  others^  and  transfer  the  trust 
property  to  them. 

Mr.  Woodall  died  about  the  year  1800,  and  the  £650  left  by  him  remained  for 
some  years  partly  on  private  security,  and  partly  on  the  security  of  a  turn- 
pike trust.  In  the  year  1804,  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.  and  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Qisbome,  the  executors  of  Mr.  Isaac  Hawking,  of  Burton  (who  left  a  large  fond 
to  be  applied  by  them  to  pious  and  charitable  uses),  contributed  a  dooaticm  of 
£100  in  aid  of  the  objects  of  Mr.  Woodall's  will.  This  also  remained  for  some 
time  on  private  security,  till  the  whole  was  gathered  in  about  the  year  1820, 
and  invested  in  the  purchase  of  £1,102  18s.  9d.  three  per  cent  consols,  in  the 
names  of  the  Rev.  John  Howells,  James  Bourne,  Geo.  Dalton,  and  Joseph  Green 
Bourne.  When  this  legacy  came  into  possession  a  school  was  established  in 
Tipton,  to  which  ten  children  were  appointed  from  each  of  the  four  places  men- 
tioned in  the  wilL  None  of  those  appointed  from  Dudley  ever  attended.  Some 
came  from  Westl^romwich  and  from  Wednesbnry  for  a  ocmaideiable  tim^  biit 
schools  have  been  established  in  those  two  places,  which  are  more  oonveiaient  for 
the  children  to  attend,  and  they  have  ceased  to  come  to  the  Tipton  schooL 

The  interest  of  the  stock  above-mentioned  has  been  combined  with  other  funds, 
consisting  of  the  interest  of  a  legacy  of  £100  old  South  Sea  annuities,  left  by 
Miss  Catherine  Nickens,  and  of  subscriptions  ipid  collections  after  sermQn%  with 
which  three  schools,  established  in  different  parts  of  this  extensive  and  populous 
parish,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Rev.  John  HoweOs^  areaided»  viz.,  atTipton- 
p;reen,  Ocker-hill,  and  Horseley-heath,  containing  500  children,  boys  and  girls^  in 
each.  Every  chQd  pays  a  penny  a  week,  to  provide  writing  materials  and  filing; 
and  to  pay  the  expense  of  the  repair  of  damage  done  to  the  schooL  Theoe  thne 
school-rooms  were  built  entirely  by  subscriptions  of  the  parish. 

Shelton's  Chabitt« 
Josiah  Shelton  (1722),  lefl  12^  acres  of  land,  the  rents 
thereof  for  bread  for  poor  widows.  In  1797,  the  coals  under 
this  land  were  sold  for  £1052,  which  sum  was  vested  in  the  5 
per  cents.,  realizing  £57  per  annum,  affording  a  weekly  distri- 
bution of  20s.  worth  of  bread  to  12  poor  widows. 
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HARBORNE. 

Habbobne^  or  Habboubn^  is  a  very  picturesque  and  aristocratic 
village,  near  Birmingham.  The  parish  contains  4,000  acres, 
and  about  12,000  people,  two  thirds  of  whom  reside  in  the 
8methwick  district.  There  are  two  National  schools  in  this 
parish,  containing  about  650  children.  Smethwick  old  Church 
is  endowed  with  75  acres  of  land  in  Smethwick,  and  33  at 
Warley  Wigom,  realizing  about  £250,  out  of  which  £10  is 
devoted  to  charitable  uses. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Of  the  origin  of  this  school  there  is  no  information  than  what  is  convejed  by 
an  inscription  on  a  tablet  in  the  chorch,  which  states,  that  "  there  is  a  charity 
fldiool  and  house  at  Harborae,  bnilt  several  years  ago  by  snbscription  among  the 
inhabitants,  on  a  piece  of  land  granted  on  lease  by  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Birch, 
deceased,  for  1,000  years,  and  that  there  are  three  tenements,  built  upon  a  piece 
of  land  given  to  the  school  by  Mr.  Henry  Hinckley,  deceased." 

Two  trust  deeds  of  this  property  exist,  by  the  last  of  which,  dated  the  13th 
August,  1819,  after  reciting,  that  the  freehold  and  inheritance  of  the  premises 
thereinafter  mentioned  was  vested  in  George  Greaves  and  others,  as  surviving 
trustees,  for  supporting  and  maintaining  the  charity  school  in  Harbome  town,  in 
the  parish  of  Harbome;  it  is  witnessed,  that  George  Greaves  and  others, 
oonveyed  to  Thomas  Hanson  and  others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  those  three 
messuages,  with  the  shops,  gardens,  yards,  &c.,  thereto  belonging,  situate 
together,  or  very  near  to  each  other,  in  Harbome,  near  to  Harbome  church,  and 
fronting  the  lane  there  leading  from  Harbome  to  Tmker's  green,  upon  trust,  that 
they  should  from  time  to  time,  as  occasion  should  require,  nominate  and  choose 
some  person  of  the  Church  of  England,  qualified  to  officiate  in  the  school-house 
as  schoolmaster,  who  should  teach  all  such  children  of  the  parish  of  Harbome 
and  others,  who  should  be  sent  there,  to  read  the  English  tongue,  and  to  write 
and  cast  aooounts,  and  to  say  the  church  catechism,  and  should  twice  a-year  call 
all  such  children  as  should  have  learned  the  church  catechism,  to  come  to  be 
openly  catechised  in  the  parish  church  of  Harbome,  such  master  to  be  removable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  trustees,  and  upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  should  receive 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  schoolmaster  for 
the  time  being,  deducting  thereout  what  should  be  necessary  to  keep  the  premises 
and  school-house  in  good  repair. 

The  houses  oonveyed  by  this  deed  are  let  at  a  yearly  rent  of  £21.  Mr.  J. 
Tallis  who  had,  some  years  since,  a  lease  for  15  guineas  a-year,  previously  hiid  out 
a  oonaiderable  sum  in  altering  and  improving  them.    Some  further  alterations 
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were  made  by  a  snoceeiing  tenant,  with  the  approbation  of  the  trustees,  in  the 
premises,  which  now  consist  of  a  public-house,  and  two  smaU  tenements. 

The  tenant  of  the  trust  premises  being  under  ooTcnant  to  keep  them  in  good 
repair,  no  reservation  is  made  from  the  rent  by  the  trustees  on  that  account,  but 
the  whole  is  paid  over  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  he  is  required  to  keep  the  school 
premises,  on  which  he  resides  rent  free,  in  repair.  These  premises  have  lately 
been  rebuilt  by  the  trustees,  at  an  expense  of  above  £800,  towards  defraying 
which  a  sum  of  £350  has  been  raised  by  subscription.  The  rest  remains  as  a 
debt  from  the  charity,  which  the  trustees  are  endeavouring  to  find  some  means  of 
discharging,  without  breaking  in  upon  the  scanty  revenue  of  the  school. 

In  addition  to  the  rent  above-mentioned,  there  is  a  sum  of  £125  three  per 
cent,  consols,  standing  in  the  names  of  Theodore  Price  and  Thomas  Green 
Simcox,  for  the  use  of  Harbome  school,  the  dividends  of  which,  amounting  to 
£3  15s.  per  annum,  are  paid  over  to  the  master. 

It  is  most  probable  that  a  part  of  this  stock  arose  from  the  investment  of  a 
sum  of  £26  derived  from  the  donation  of  Henry  Hinckley,  who  is  mentioned  in 
the  returns  under  the  act  of  1786,  to  have  given  by  deed,  in  1731,  the  sum  of  £20 
in  money,  "  for  bread  to  six  children,"  which  £20  with  £6  interest  thereof^  was 
at  the  time  of  that  return  in  the  hands  of  George  Birch,  producing  £1  Bs.  per 
annum.  The  sum  of  £1  6s.  appears,  from  the  school  accounts,  to  have  been 
regularly  received,  first  from  Mr.  George  Birch,  and  afterwards' from  Messrs. 
Green  and  Price,  of  Birmingham,  as  "  penny  bread"  money,  till  the  year  1804; 
and  from  the  year  1795,  an  additional  sum  of  £1^  was  annually  paid,  by  Messrs. 
Green  and  Price,  to  the  schoolmaster,  *'  for  interest  on  money."  In  1804,  the 
£125  consols  were  purchased,  and  the  entries  of  payment  of  these  separate  sums 
cease  trom  that  time.  The  money  on  which  interest  was  thus  paid,  and  which 
appears  to  have  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  the  stock,  is  supposed  to  have 
arisen  from  savings  of  income,  or  benefactions  to  the  school.  It  seems  probable 
that  the  Henry  Hinckley,  mentioned  in  the  returns  of  1786,  as  the  donor  of  this 
bread  money  is  the  same  person  who  is  recorded  on  the  church  tablet,  as  having 
given  the  land  on  which  the  houses  belonging  to  the  school  charity  are  built. 

The  £1  6s.  is  paid  over  by  the  schoolmaster  to  the  churchwarden,  who  gives  it 
away  in  six  penny  loaves  every  Sunday,  to  six  children  of  the  school,  producing 
tickets  for  them  from  the  master.    All  the  scholars  receive  them  in  turn. 

It  is  considered  that  each  poor  family  in  the  parish  is  entitled  to  have  one 
child  educated  freely  at  this  school.  This  limitation  appears  to  have  been  made 
by  the  trustees,  and  to  be  a  modification  of  the  terms  of  the  endowment,  which 
the  amount  of  the  school  revenue  rendered  expedient.  By  a  resolution  of  the 
trustees,  no  child  can  be  admitted  to  free  education  without  a  recommendation, 
signed  by  three  trustees,  and  cannot  ez^oy  the  privilege  more  than  five  years. 
And  it  has  been  further  resolved,  that  all  other  poor  children,  recommended  by 
the  trustees,  shall  pay  from  four  years  old  to  seven  not  more  than  ^sd.  per  week, 
and  from  seven  years  old  to  ten  not  more  than  fid.  per  week  each.  The  master  is 
at  liberty  to  take  pay  scholars,  not  so  recommended,  on  his  own  terms.  The 
scholars  are  of  both  sexes.    They  arc  taught  reading,  writmg,  accounts,  and 
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the  chnich  catechism,  and  are  taken  twice  a-year  to  the  parish  church  to  be 
catechised.  The  girls  are  instructed  in  sewing  and  knitting  by  the  master's  wife, 
who  receives  for  it;  from  the  free  scholars,  half  the  price  that  she  is  paid  by  the 
others. 

DOBOTHT  PaBK£*S   ChAEITY. 

Trom  list  of  Petitions  allowed  by  the  Attomey-G^eneral  at  the  instance  of  the 
Charity  Commissioners,  ordered  to  be  printed  by  House  of  Commons,  20th 

Feb.,  1852. 

623.  Smethwick,  Staffordshire.— Dorothy  Parke's  Charity. — Petitioners :  The 
Earl  of  Dartmouth;  the  Earl  of  Bradford;  Wyrley  Birch,  of  Wretham  Hall, 
Norfolk,  Esq.;  the  B^r.  Egerton  Arden  Bagot,  of  Aston,  Warwickshire; 
Thomas  Hanson,  of  Birmingham,  Esq. ;  William  Stratford  Dugdale,  of  Mererale, 
Warwickshire,  Esq.;  James  Taylor,  of  Moseley  Hall,  Worcestershire,  Esq.; 
and  Henry  Goodrich  Willett,  of  Lightwoods,  Staffordshire,  Esq.— Solicitors : 
Messrs.  Taylor  and  Collison,  28,  Great  James-street,  Bedford  row,  for  the 
petitioners.— 16th  May,  1851.  Petition  allowed  by  the  Attorney-General,  praying 
for  a  reference  to  the  Master  to  inquire  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  proposed  purchase 
of  land,  and  as  to  repairs  to  and  the  pulling  down  of  the  schoolhouse  and  the 
addition  of  the  site  thereof  to  the  burial  ground,  such  school-house  being  rebuilt 
upon  another  site ;  and  as  to  the  propriety  of  certain  repairs  to  the  parsonage- 
house,  and,  if  proper,  for  the  repayment  to  the  incumbent  of  the  sums  expended 
thereon. — The  property  consists  of  land  and  stock,  the  income  whereof  is  about 
£320  per  annum. 

The  Dame's  School^  near  the  Old  Churchy  at  Smethwick^  is 
endowed  with  £8  9s.  9d.^  from  £136  secared  on  the  Birming- 
ham and  Coventry  turnpike  tolls^  bequeathed  in  1723  by  Doro- 
thy Parkes ;  as  also  an  annuity  of  £33  9s.  paid  by  the  Birming- 
ham  Canal  Company  for  a  piece  of  land.  The  number  of  girls 
varies  from  12  to  20. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Parish  Lands,  70a.  Ob.  3p.,  rental  about  £160  per  annum. 
£70  for  Harbome,  and  £90  for  Smethwick,  distributed  thus : — 
£5  in  each  division  for  apprenticing  poor  children ;  remainder 
to  the  poor,  and  in  the  repairs  of  13  cottages  occupied  by  them. 
There  is  also  the  rent  of  a  house  and  half-an-acre  of  land,  at 
Oldbury,  lefl  in  1685,  and  distributed  in  the  same  way. 

William  Jephcote  (1715),  left  £2  12s.  for  bread  every  Sun- 
day to  four  poor  people. 

Dorothy  Parkeg  (1723),  left  £10  per  ann.  out  of  the  Chapel 
lands,  for  bread,  bibles,  and  gowns,  for  six  poor  women. 

T.  Rutter  (1711),  left  for  six  poor  widows,  rent  of  land 
bought  at  Camomile-green  for  £90. 
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ST.  MICHAEL'S,  LICHFIELD. 


St.  Michael's  is  one  of  the  tliree  parishes  of  the  city  of 
Lichfield,  of  which  it  forms  the  south  and  east  districts.  The 
population  of  the  parish  is  3500.  In  1746^  a  stone  coffin^ 
covered  with  a  gravestone,  was  found  on  the  north  side  of 
the  Friary,  bearing  the  following  inscription : — 

"  Biohard  the  merchant  here  extended  lies, 
Death,  like  a  stepdame,  gladly  closed  his  eyes; 
No  more  he  trades  beyond  the  bnming  zonej 
Bat  happy  rests  beneath  this  sacred  stone. 
His  benefactions  to  the  charoh  were  great ; 
Though  yoong,  he  hastened  fh)m  this  mortal  state. 
May  he,  tfaongh  dead  in  trade,  successful  pro^e, 
St.  Michael's  merchant  in  the  realms  aboTe." 

MRS.  BALL'S  CHARITIES. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ball,  of  Castle  Bromwich,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  spinster, 
by  her  will,  dated  24th  December,  1765,  and  proved  at  London,  20th  January. 
1770  (amongst  other  charitable  bequests  to  the  township  of  Hammerwich,  and 
the  parishes  of  Farewell,  Westbromwich,  and  Harbome,  which  will  be  noticed 
under  thek  respective  heads),  gave  the  sum  of  £250  to  James  Birch,  Abraham 
Spooner,  and  John  Chattock,  their  executors  and  administrators,  upon  trusty  to 
distribute  the  interest  and  produce  thereof  yearly  for  ever,  from  her  decease,  unto 
and  amongst  the  poor  of  the  several  townships  of  Eulfen,  Bumtwood,  Ediall, 
Woodhouses,  and  Hammerwich,  and  St.  Michael,  in  Lichfield,  at  the  discretion 
of  her  trustees ;  and  she  likewise  gave  unto  James  Birdi,  Abraham  Spooner,  and 
John  Chattock,  their  executors  and  administrators,  the  sum  of  £600,  upon  trust, 
to  erect  a  school  and  schoolhouse  at  Fulfen,  upon  the  waste  thereof,  if  the  lord  of 
the  manor  would  consent  thereto,  otherwise  in  some  convenient  place  as  near  as 
might  be  to  her  mansion-house  at  Fulfen,  and  with  the  interest  and  produce  of 
such  part  of  the  sum  of  £600  as  should  remain  unexpended  therein,  to  find 
and  provide  a  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress,  to  teach  the  poor  children 
of  Fulfen,  Bumtwood,  Ediall,  Woodhouses,  and  Hammerwich,  to  write  and 
cast  accounts^  and  to  knit  and  sew,  and  also  to  buy  bodts  for  them,  if  the  trustees 
should  think  it  necessary  and  proper,  and  she  thereby  ordered  and  declared  that 
it  should  be  lawful  to  and  for  James  Birch,  Abraham  %xK>ner,  and  John  Chat- 
tock^ and  the  survivor  of  them,  to  place  out  at  interest,  or  invest,  and  from  time 
to  time  call  in,  and  again  place  out  at  interest,  or  invest  in  like  manner>  all  or  any 
of  the  several  sums  of  money  thereinbefore  bequeathed  to  them  for  charitable  uses. 
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npon  or  in  any  Government  or  oUier  secorities,  personal  or  real,  as  they  may 
think  proper,  and  to  assign  and  transfer  the  same  to  any  other  person  or  persons, 
npon  the  trusts*  with  like  powers  to  such  person  and  persons,  to  the  intent  that  a 
perpetnal  suocession  of  trustees  might  be  kept  up,  and  the  trusts  be  punctually 
performed ;  and  she  nominated  and  appointed  her  cousin  James  Birch,  and  his 
heirs,  to  be  perpetual  visitors  of  the  several  charities  thereinbefore  mentioned ; 
and  she  bequeathed  the  residue  of  her  personal  estate  to  her  cousin  James  Birch, 
earnestly  requesting  that  if  it  should  happen  that  her  personal  estate  should  not 
be  sufficient  toi>ay  the  several  sums  of  money  thereinbefore  by  her  thereout  given, 
upon  trust  for  charitable  uses,  that  he  should  in  such  case  make  up  such  deficiency 
out  of  her  real  estates  in  the  will  before  devised  to  him. 

By  a  codicil,  dated  30th  June,  1768,  the  testatrix  gave  to  the  poor  mhabitants 
of  Fulfen,  Bumtwood,  Burntwood-green,  Ediall,  Woodhouses,  Hammerwich. 
Gentleshaw,  and  Cannock  Wood,  which  places  were  near  to  her  mansion-house 
at  Fulfen,  the  interest  and  produce  of  £100  to  be  distributed  in  one  week  before 
Christmas-day  yearly  for  ever,  at  the  discretion  of  her  trustees;  and  by  such 
codicil  the  testatrix  revoked  the  appointment  of  John  Chattock  as  her  trustee 
and  executor,  and  appointed  George  Birch  in  his  stead. 

The  surviving  executor  of  Mrs.  Ball,  was  George  Birch,  upon  whose  son  and 
representative,  Wyrley  Birch,  the  trusts  of  the  will  would  of  course  devolve.  It 
does  not,  however,  appear  that  any  investments  were  made  from  Mrs.  Ball's 
personal  estate  of  any  of  the  sums  left  by  her  to  charitable  uses,  nor  could  the 
representatives  of  the  family  afford  any  information  as  to  the  amount  of  her 
personality,  or  what  became  of  it.  James  Birch,  one  of  the  executors,  and  who 
was  devisee  of  her  real  estates,  and  also  her  residuary  legatee,  from  the  time  of 
her  death  directed  that  her  several  charities  should  be  paid  by  his  agents,  out  of 
the  rents  of  the  estates  which  he  derived  from  her ;  and  the  same  course  has 
been  pursued  by  his  son  and  his  two  grandsons,  to  whom  these  estates  have  suc- 
cessively descended.  It  seems  probable,  that  James  Birch,  under  the  three 
capacities  in  which  he  stood,  of  executor,  devisee,  and  residuary  legatee,  took 
possession  of  the  whole  of  her  property,  and  feeling  himself  conscientiously 
bound,  in  compliance  with  the  request  in  her  will,  to  make  good  out  of  the  real 
property  any  deficiency  that  there  might  be  in  the  personalty,  for  the  payment  of 
the  legacies,  at  onoe  fixed  the  payment  of  them  practically  as  a  charge  on  the  real 
estates,  and  thou^t  it  unnecessary  to  provide  any  fund  for  the  purpose  out  of 
the  personality.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  that  he  adopted  the  means  required 
by  the  Mortmain  Act  for  creating  a  valid  charge  upon  the  real  estates,  and  there- 
fore the  payments  by  the  succeeding  proprietor  thereof,  Major-General  Byrch 
Beynardson  must  be  considered  as  voluntary  contributions. 

Under  these  drfiwstanow,  the  payment  of  these  legades  by  James  Birch,  out 
of  the  rents  of  the  real  estate  could  not  be  construed  into  an  admission  oi  asseta 
noeived  by  him  as  executor,  binding  him  to  the  discharge  of  the  legades;  bat  if 
SBch  assets  did  pass  into  his  hands,  it  seema  that  hia  personal  piopeiiy  would  be 
liable  to  that  amount  in  the  hands  of  his  personal  representative^  the  motiier  of 
General  Birch  Eeynardson. 
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It  appears  from  this  statement,  that  General  Birch  B^ynaidson,  being  under 
no  legal  responsibility  for  the  payment  of  these  charities,  the  character  of  special 
visitor,  vested  in  him  as  heir  of  James  Birch,  by  the  will  of  Mrs.  Ball,  would 
exclude  any  enquiry  into  them.  However,  as  he  did  dispense  funds,  which  he 
considered  applicable  to  the  purposes  of  these  charities,  it  was  right  to  advert  to 
the  management  of  them. 

Free  School. — It  appears  that  in  1769,  four  years  after  the  date  of  the  will, 
a  school-house  was  erected  in  Burntwood,  while  Mrs.  Ball  was  still  living,  but 
shortly  before  her  death ;  and  that  £200  of  the  £600  legacy  given  for  the  purposes 
•f  the  school,  were  applied  in  the  cost  of  that  erection,  leaving  £400  for  providing 
a  schoolmaster.  Accordingly,  £20  a-year,  the  interest  of  that  sum  at  5  per  cent., 
was  paid  under  the  direction  of  General  Birch  Eeynardson's  agent,  by  Mr.  Thos. 
Derry,  out  of  the  rent  of  a  farm  in  Burntwood,  of  about  100  acres,  which  he  held 
of  the  General,  to  a  schoolmaster  for  teaching  in  the  school  poor  children  of  the 
townships  of  Burntwood,  Woodhouses,  Ediall  and  Hammerwich.  Fulfen,  which 
is  mentioned  in  the  will  as  a  place  from  which  scholars  are  to  be  taken,  is  a  single 
house  in  Burntwood,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  not  objects  of  this  charity.  The 
agent  of  General  B>eynardson  (who  does  not  himself  reside  in  the  neighbourhood,) 
appointed  the  present  schoolmaster,  Mr.  H.  S.  Brindley.  The  number  of  scholaia 
is  not  limited  by  the  foundation,  but  it  has  usually  been  from  20  to  30.  They  are 
appointed  for  two  years  only ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  the  list  is  revised,  and  if 
the  parents  wish  they  should  remain  longer,  upon  application  they  are  continued. 

These  children,  who  are  of  both  sexes,  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and 
arithmetic,  and  the  church  catechism ;  writing  and  arithmetic,  however,  berug 
extended  to  the  girls  in  cases  only  where  the  parents  desire  it ;  the  girls  are  also 
instructed  in  needlework.  The  instruction  is  wholly  gratuitous,  except  Is.  a-year 
paid  by  each  for  firing.  A  custom  has  prevailed,  where  the  parents  of  a  free 
scholar  had  no  more  children,  and  could  afford  to  contribute  something  towards 
his  education,  that  they  should  pay  4!d.  a-week;  but  this  charge  appears  to  have 
been  made  by  the  masters  without  any  authority  from  the  agents  of  Greneral 
Reynardson. 

This  school  has  derived  a  further  benefaction  from  the  executors  of  Andrew 
Newton,  Esq.,  of  Lichfield,  who  out  of  the  residue  of  his  property  left  by  him  to 
be  distributed  at  their  discretion  to  charitable  uses,  gave  £20  for  its  support. 
This  money  was  lent  to  Mr.  John  Ashmoll,  on  the  security  of  his  note  of  hand, 
bearing  interest  of  4i  per  cent.,  which  interest  being  18s.  a-year,  has  been  paid  to 
the  master  in  augmentation  of  his  salary.  It  has  since  been  placed  in  the 
Savings  Bank. 

Monet  Charities.— There  is  also  paid  out  of  the  rent  of  the  farm  the 
annual  sum  of  £14^  being  the  interest  at  four  per  cent,  of  the  two  legacies  of 
£250  and  £100,  given  to  the  poor  of  these  hamlets  as  above-mentioned.  This 
sum  is  divided  aooording  to  the  number  of  persons  in  each  hamlet,  who  are  to 
receive  the  bounty. 
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These  sums  are  dbtribated  in  money  at  Lady-day.  A  list  is  sent  in  from  each 
hamlet,  of  the  persons  recommended  to  receive  the  charity,  and  the  distributions 
are  made  through  the.  hands  of  those  inhabitants.  The  sums  given  vary  from 
6s.  to  Is.  according  to  the  size  of  the  families. 

Charities. — The  Church  Lands  (donor  unknown)  are  let 
at  £120  per  ann.,  and  are  devoted  to  the  repairs  of  the  churchy 
the  organ  and  the  clock. — Elizabeth  Bailey  (1735),  £2  10s.  from 
land  at  Potter's-green,  for  the  poor. — Greenwood  Gregoiy,  £1 
out  of  a  house  in  Lombard-street,  for  the  poor. — William  Cadman 
(1705),  10s.  for  two  sermons,  on  the  Sundays  after  Christmas- 
day  and  Midsummer- day;  and  30s.  to  the  poor  of  Woodhouses, 
Ediall,  and  Bumtwood;  and  Joseph  Watkins  (1805),  interest  of 
£200  for  the  same  purposes. — John  Ward,  6s.  8d.  for  a  sermon 
on  Whit-Sunday,  and  20s.  for  the  poor  as  preceding. 


TRYSULL. 

TsTSULL  is  a  small  village,  five  miles  south-west  of  Wolver- 
hampton, containing  8,310  acres  of  land,  and  600  people. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Thomas  Kudoe's  Charity  ;  Peach's  Gharitt.— It  is  recorded  on  the 
benefaction  table,  that  Thomas  Rudge,  of  Westminster,  Esq.,  in  his  life  time 
gave  £200  which  purchased  lands  near  Trimpley,  in  the  parish  of  Kidderminster, 
the  rents  of  which  for  ever  to  pay  for  the  constant  teaching  and  instructing  of 
eighteen  poor  children,  of  the  parish  of  TrysuU,  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic; 
and  the  Church  of  England  catechism,  and  for  the  buying  and  providmg  books, 
paper,  ink,  and  other  things  that  the  trustees  should  think  necessary  for  their 
learning,  not  exceeding  20s.  in  any  one  year. 

The  lands  which  are  supposed  to  have  been  thus  purchased,  are  known  by  the 
name  of  Woodhall's,  and  are  situate  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Trimpley  poor's 
lands.  By  an  indenture,  dated  the  27th  July,  1707,  which  has  been  found  among 
the  deeds  of  the  Trimpley  j^por's  lands,  after  reciting  that  a  fine  had  been  levied 
of  those  lands,  and  of  Woodhall's,  it  is  declared  that  the  fine,  as  to  the  Trimpley 
poor's  lands,  should^enure  to  the  use  of  William  Joye  (from  whom  it  has  been 
seen  they  were  afterwards  purchased),  and  as  to  "a  messuage,  called  Woodhall's, 
and  five  closes  of  land  to  the  same  belonging,  should  be  and  enure  to  the  use  of 
Thomas  Pudsey,  of  Sebdon,  Esq.,  Thomas  Rudge,  of  Seisdon,  Richard  Sheldon, 
Trysull,  and  others  in  the  indenture  named,  their  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever,  upon 
the  several  and  respective  trusts  declared  in  certain  indentures  tripartite, 
bearing  the  date  10th  October  then  last  past,  and  made  between  John  Wall  of 
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the  first  part ;  Thomas  Pudsey,  and  others  above  named  and  referred  to,  of  the 
second  part ;  and  Thomas  Rndge,  of  the  city  of  Westminster,  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex,  gentleman,  of  the  third  part."  There  appears  strong  ground  for 
presuming  that  these  indentures  were  the  original  conreyances  of  the  Woodhall 
lands,  to  the  use  of  the  school ;  but  no  further  information  can  be  got  respecting 
them,  nor  as  to  whether  any  later  trust  deed  was  in  existence.  The  charity  is, 
however,  managed  by  the  trustees  of  the  Trimpley  poor's  land. 

The  Woodhall  premises  consist,  at  present,  of  a  bam  and  five  doses,  contain- 
ing, in  the  whole,  about  eighteen  acres  of  land. 

The  messuage,  of  which  no  memory  exists  for  more  than  half  a  century,  waa 
probably  taken  down  soon  after  the  granting  of  the  following  lease,  but  under 
what  circumstances  we  have  been  unable  to  discover. 

By  indenture,  dated  16th  October,  1756,  Richard  Sheldon,  John  Sheldon,  and 
John  Devy,  as  surviving  feoffees,  or  trustees  of  Trysull  school,  in  consideration 
of  the  rents  and  covenants  therein  mentioned,  as  also  of  the  surrender  of  a  lease  of 
the  same  premises,  dated  the  25th  May,  1749,  for  the  term  of  21  years,  which  had 
become  vested  in  Thomas  Lord  Foley,  demised  to  Lord  Eoley,  "all  that  messuage 
or  tenement,  with  all  bams,  stables,  and  other  buildings  thereto  belonging,  and 
the  several  closes  of  land  thereto  adjoining  and  belonging,  containing,  by  estima- 
tion, 21  acres,  or  thereabouts,  situate  at  Trimpley  in  the  parish  of  Kidderminster," 
for  the  term  of  500  years,  from  the  29th  September,  then  last  past,  paying  to  the 
feoffees  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  trustees  of  the  school,  the  yearly  rent  of 
£9  10s. ;  and  also  paying  the  land  tax,  and  all  other  taxes. 

Presuming  the  messuage  to  have  been  taken  down  in  consequence  of  decay,  and 
to  have  been  therefore  of  little  value,  there  is  no  ground  for  thinking  that  the  rent 
reserved  upon  this  lease  was  inadequate,  at  the  time,  to  the  value  of  the  premises; 
but  it  is  difficult  to  discover  any  sufficient  reason  for  the  grant  of  so  long  a  term. 
About  the  year  1809,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eevan,  the  minister  and  schoolmaster,  having 
expressed  an  intention  of  taking  measures  for  setting  aside  this  lease,  it  appears 
to  have  been  given  up  without  any  difficulty ;  since  which  time  the  premises  have 
been  let  on  the  terms  of  yearly  tenancy  to  John  Chellingworth.  Li  1809,  his 
rent  was  fixed  at  £13,  from  which,  deducting  £1  for  land  tax,  there  remained  a 
clear  rent  of  £12.  In  1814,  he  was  raised  to  £16,  leaving,  after  the  like  deduction, 
£15  clear  per  annum.  This  advance,  however,  he  consented  to  pay,  on  condition 
of  holding  the  Trimpley  poor's  lands  at  a  rent  somewhat  below  their  value. 

Peach's  Charity.— The  annual  sum  of  £1  10s.  is  duly  received  from  this 
charity,  for  the  use  of  the  school,  making,  with  the  £15  for  rent,  a  total  annual 
income  of  £16  10s. 

Prom  this  income  a  stipend  of  6$.  per  week  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  Mr. 
Robert  Ladbury,  amounting  to  the  annual  sum  of  £15  12s.,  and  leaving  a  residiie 
of  18s.,  which  is  applied  from  time  to  time  to  the  repairs  of  the  school-room. 

The  master  instracts  about  10  poor  children  of  the  parish,  of  both  sexes,  in 
reading,  writing,  ciphering,  and  the  church  catechism.  Of  these,  two  are  sent  in 
respect  of  Peach's  charity.    In  the  earlier  accounts  of  this  school  the  number  of 
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seholara  appears,  for  many  years,  to  have  been  18.    The  incompetency  of  the 
iacome  has  necessarily  led  to  a  reduction  in  later  times. 

The  school  is  held  in  the  school-room.  The  scholars  are  famished  with 
necessary  stationery  at  the  expense  of  the  master ;  and  on  leaving  school,  they 
are  provided  each  with  a  Bible,  from  the  annuity  of  15s.  reserved  out  of  the  rents 
of  the  Trimpley  poor's  lands,  in  respect  of  the  charities  of  Mrs.  Bamsley  and 
Thomas  HidLmans. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Land  at  Bulwardine,  in  Claverley,  11a.,  let  for  £15  a-year; 
bought  in  1620,  with  several  gifts,  amounting  to  £63  6s.  8d.- 
£80  was  realised  by  selling  timber  off  the  estate  in  1753,  with 
which  Shinton's  meadow  and  garden,  and  a  kneeling  in  the 
church  at  Seisdon,  were  bought.  Let  on  an  improvident  lease 
of  961  years  for  9s.  4d.,  but  worth  £5  18s.  per  annum. 

Mary  Andrews  (1716),  rents  of  a  cottage  and  3a.  3b.  Op.  of 
land,  £6  15s. 

Trimpley  Land,  rent  of  2^  acres,  near  Kidderminster,  bought 
in  1712,  with  several  donations.  15s.  in  books  for  the  Free 
School,  and  £3  7s.  for  the  poor.  The  school-room  was  built  on 
a  part  of  the  waste,  for  which  a  chief  rent  of  4s.  4d.  is  paid  to 
the  lord  of  the  manor  by  the  parish.  It  is  rent-free,  but  repaid 
out  of  the  school  funds. 

John  Rudge  and  others  (1725),  three  annuities  amouuting 
to  £3  12s. 

Thomas  and  Samuel  Peach  (1800),  £1  lOs.  out  of  £100  in 
the  three  per  cents.,  for  the  equal  use  of  the  poor  and  the  school. 

The  following  was  the  distribution  at  the  visit  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners : — 


Bent  of  the  Balwardine  land 

Ditto  of  Shioton't  in#«dow  and ) 
garden ) 

Ditto  of  Andrews's  charity  lands  . . 
Ditto  of  poor's  lands  at  Trimpley  . . 

John  Budge's  annuity  

Wheeler's  annuity 

Ketley's  annuity 

Thos.  and  SamL  Peach's  diTidends. 


£  8.  d. 

U  18  9 

1  10  0 

e  15  0 

3    7  0 

S    0  0 

10  0 

0  19  0 

1  10  0 


31  1*^    9 


£   s.  d. 


0 
0 


(Distributed  in  bread qnarteriy . ...    1 
Ditto  ID  money   at  Christmas,)     | 
for  shoes  and  stockings j 

Distributed  in  money  at  Christmas..    1    0 

(Distributed  among  twelve  poor) 
children,  or  to  the  sick  and  old  \    0  19    0 
parishioners J 

Distributed  in  money  at  Christmas..    1  10    0 

Distributed  in  bread  at  Christmas ) 
to  the  poor  of  Seisdon,  as  l' 
StnUTord's  charity ) 

Residue  distributed  in  money  in ) 
August ; 


0    9    0 


46    8    9 


31  19    6 
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The  several  distributions  before-mentioned,  with  the  er- 
ception  of  Strafford's  2s.,  are  made  among  the  poor  of  the 
parish,  generally  without  distinction  of  townships.  The 
Christmas  distribution  of  1819  afforded  relief  to  fifty,  and  that 
of  August,  1820,  to  72  poor  famiUes  of  the  parish. 


STOWE. 

Stowe  is  a  small  village,  seven  miles  from  Stafford.  The  parish 
contains  7080  acres,  and  only  1300  people.  Earl  Ferrers  is  lord 
of  the  manor.  The  first  Viscount  Hereford  was  buried  here,  and 
his  two  wives.  He  was  one  of  the  renowned  admirals  who,  in 
the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  fought  against  the  French. 

The  School. — There  is  in  the  parish  of  Stowe  a  parcel  of 
land  called  the  School-land,  and  also  a  school  and  smeJl  house 
adjoining  thereto.  It  is  not  known  from  whom  they  were  de- 
rived, but  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  has  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  them  as  long  as  can  be  remembered.  The  school- 
land  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  schoolmaster  himself  at  one 
period ;  but  Earl  Ferrers  afterwards  took  the  land,  and  paid  the 
master  £9  a-year  for  it,  which  was  considered  as  the  full  value. 
The  land  and  the  house  adjoining  the  school  are  now  occupied 
at  the  rent  of  £16,  which  is  the  full  value.  The  present  master 
was  appointed  hy  Earl  Ferrers.  He  also  receives  from  the 
parish  officers  the  yearly  sum  of  £8,  as  part  of  the  rents  of  the 
poor*s-land.  For  these  sums  he  teaches  20  poor  boys.  On  ac- 
count of  these  payments,  the  master  keeps  school  in  the  old 
school-room,  and  he  states  that  he  considers  himself  bound  to 
take  10  free  scholars.  He  does  not,  however,  confine  himself 
to  that  number,  but  takes  as  many  children  free  as  apply  to 
him,  and  whose  parents  cannot  afford  to  pay  for  their  education^ 
provided  the  parish  officers  will  give  them  such  clothing  as  will 
keep  them  decent.  He  has  now  13  or  14  free  scholars.  He  has 
also  agreed  to  take  the  children  of  labourers,  if  they  have  not 
the  means  of  keeping  a  cow,  at  2s.  6d.  per  quarter.  The  chil- 
dren are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  the  first  four  roles  of 


CROXDEN   CHABITIS8.  489 

arithmetic ;  and  if  the  free  scholars  require  it,  farther  instruc- 
tion is  given  them  in  accounts  or  mathematics. 

Chabities. — Five  parish  houses  rent-free^  for  five  poor  fami- 
lies, from  difiTerent  gifts  combined. — Abraham  Gordon  (1740), 
left  15s.  out  of  the  Yeld,  for  the  poor.— John  Tooth  (1692),  left 
12s.  out  of  the  Broad-meadow,  Drointon,  to  the  poor  on  Christ- 
maa-day. — Poor^s-land,  rents  thereof:  half-yearly,  on  Ladyday 
and  Michaelmas-day,  to  the  poor  and  other  purposes,  viz. :  £5 
to  the  schoolmaster,  3  guineas  to  the  Infirmaiy,  and  remainder 
to  the  poor, — Thomas  Wilkes,  10s.  per  ann.  for  the  poor. 


CROXDEN. 

CfioxDEN  is  a  hamlet  of  scattered  houses,  embellished  by  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  abbey,  founded  by  Bertram  de  Yerden,  in 
1176.  The  heart  of  King  John  was  buried  here.  This  parish 
has  only  300  inhabitants,  with  2,400  acres  of  land. 

LoED  PiEBRBPONT^s  GiFT. — Gervas  Lord  Pierrepont,  who 
died  in  1715,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  17th  March,  1681,  gave 
£5  to  the  poor  of  Crozden,  to  be  paid  them  yearly  for  ever, 
which  he  thereby  charged  upon  his  lands  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  and  other  counties,  devised  by  his  will.  By  an  Act 
of  Parliament,  passed  in  the  9th  George  1st,  relating  to  the 
sale  of  the  manor  of  Croxden,  and  other  lands,  late  the  estate 
of  the  Duke  of  Kingston,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  this  annuity 
was  charged  wholly  upon  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Crozden, 
now  the  property  of  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield.  The  annual  sum 
of  £5  is  paid  by  his  lordship's  agent,  to  a  schoolmaster,  for 
teaching  12  poor  children  (boys  and  girls),  of  the  parish, 
nominated  by  the  churchwardens,  to  read  and  write.  This 
annuity  appears  to  have  been  paid  in  the  same  manner  to  a 
schoolmaster  for  above  a  centuty  past. 

GooDALLs'  Chabitt. — John  Goodall,  by  his  will,  bearing 
date  1st  December,  1804,  directed  that  the  use  of  £5  should  be 
given  in  bread,  on  Christmas-day  yearly,  to  the  poor  of 
Crozden  parish.  Anne  Goodall,  the  widow  and  administratriz, 
with  the  will  annezed  of  the  donor,  after  his  death,   married 
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Jeremiah  Robinson^  and  they  have  annually^  on  Christmas-day^ 
after  service  in  the  church,  distributed  bread  to  the  value  of 
5s.,  in  respect  of  the  interest  of  the  above-mentioned  sum,  in 
small  loaves  to  the  poor  of  the  parish. 


BARLASTON. 

Although  the  railway,  along  which  are  whirled  many  thousands 
daily  to  and  from  that  beehive  called  the  Potteries,  approaches 
close  to  this  village,  it  does  not  bear  the  least  mark  of  manufac- 
tures of  any  sort.  In  place  of  that,  nature  has  made  it  a 
delightful  spot,  and  it  is  as  secluded  as  though  no  tall  chimnies 
— those  fingerposts  of  sweat,  toil,  and  commerce — were  within 
a  hundred  miles;  but  it  boasts  some  fine  handsome  seats, 
occupied  by  the  men  whose  abilities  have  been  devoted  to  the 
porcelain  trade,  and  who  woo  the  sweets  of  retirement,  now 
that  they  have  won  the  golden  laurels  of  trade. 

The  School,  with  which  is  connected  the  post-oflSce,  stands 
on  the  road-side,  where  a  large  open  space  or  green  spreads 
itself.  The  mistress,  Ann  Ford,  was  appointed  two  years  ago ; 
her  sister  was  in  the  same  situation  for  13  years — ^their  mother 
for  10  years — and  their  grandmother  for  about  35  years — so 
that  for  60  years  the  Fords  have  taught  the  young  idea  of 
Barlaston  how  to  shoot.  Thomas  Mills,  Esq.,  of  Barlaston 
Hall,  in  his  will,  dated  16th  November,  1800,  states  that  he 
had  appointed  the  schoolmistress,  and  bequeathed  the  interest 
of  £500  in  the  three  per  cents,  for  the  benefit  of  the  schoolmis- 
tress or  schoolmaster,  to  the  amount  of  £12,  and  the  residue 
for  books  for  the  scholars ;  but  should  the  residue  exceed  these 
requirements,  then  the  repairs  of  the  school-house  and  premises 
should  be  provided  therefrom ;  but  should  a  surplus  still  there- 
after exist,  it  should  be  given  to  the  poor.  R.  T.  Adderley, 
Esq.,  the  lord  of  the  manor  (who  has  succeeded  to  Barlaston 
Hall  by  his  -father's  marriage  with  one  of  the  co-heiresses  of 
of  the  school  founder),  pays  the  schoolmistress  £20  per  annum. 
Twenty  boys  and  girls  are  taught  and  supplied  with  books, 
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free;    15  others  pay  2d.  a- week.     The  repairs  are  also  done 
from  the  fund. 

Chabittes  fob  THE  PooB. — Bichard  Hand  (1711),  interest 
of  £4,  for  bread  at  Christmas,  Easter,  Midsummer,  and 
Michaelmas,  to  the  poor;  this  is  charged  on  the  Wood  Estate. — 
Thomas  Shelley  (1717),  10s.  per  annum. — Handle  Pelkin 
(1724),  4s.  per  annum.— John  Willot  (1729),  interest  of  £5  per 
annum,  for  bread  for  the  poor  •  lost. — Samuel  Bagnall  (1727), 
interest  ot  £200  at  four  per  cent:  half  for  the  poor  of  Barlaston, 
and  half  for  Eibblestone,  in  Stone  parish. 


ECCLESHALL. 

EocLESHALL  parish  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  and  largest  parochial 
districts  in  Staffordshire.  Its  area  includes  20,000  acres  of  land 
with  a  population  of  scarcely  5,000.  The  seat  of  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield,  who  is  lord  of  the  manor,  is  in  this  parish.  It  is  said 
that  in  the  year  a.d.  60,  Vespasian,  the  Roman  general,  built  a 
fort  here  which,  from  a  Roman  standard  flying  on  its  battle- 
ments, gave  it  the  name  of  Eagles  Hall.  About  one  mile  west 
of  the  town  of  Eccleshall  there  is  a  farm  called  the  Hough, 
belonging  to  the  bishop,  which  for  many  centuries  lias  been 
leased  to  a  family  of  name  of  Blest,  the  lease  being  always 
headed — 

"  While  the  iry  is  green  and  the  holly  it  rongh 
this  is  A  lease  for  the  Bleet  of  the  Hoogh." 

THE  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  school-room  in  the  town,  which  is  kept  in  repair 

by  the  parish,  who  also  appoint  the  schoolmaster.     The  only 

endowments  are  the  following : — 

Mtvoxs's  Om.— Mr.  Robert  Mynon,  surgeon,  late  of  Birmingham,  left  by 
bis  will  the  snm  of  £50,  in  trusty  to  the  Bisbop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  and 
the  vicar  of  EodeshaU  for  the  time  being,  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  their 
discretion,  for  the  benefit  of  the  church  school  at  Eccleshall.  This  legacy  was 
invested  in  the  poichase  of  £70  14b.  6d.  three  per  cent,  consolidated  annnities,  in 
the  names  of  the  late  Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  and  the  Rev.  John  Henry 
Powell*  late  vicar  of  EodeshaU.    The  dividends,  being  £9  Ss.  5d.  a  year,  were 
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received  by  the  late  vicar,  who  sent  one  or  two  poor  children  to  this  scliool  to  be 
taught,  in  respect  of  that  sum.  Since  his  death,  which  took  place  in  1822,  the 
dividends  have  not  been  received.    Mr.  J.  M.  Wood  is  the  schoolmaster. 

Rev.  Mb.  Powell's  Gift.— The  Rev.  John  Henry  Powell,  by  his  will, 
bearing  date  the  2nd  July,  1821,  and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canter- 
bury the  23rd  May,  1822,  gave  all  his  real  and  personal  estate,  after  the  death  of 
his  wife  and  three  other  persons  who  had  successive  life  interests  therein,  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  and  the  vicar  of  Eccleshall  for  the  time  being,  in 
trust  to  pay  the  interest  arising  from  bis  estate,  by  half-yearly  payments,  to  the 
master  of  the  church  school  of  Eccleshall  (who  should  be  a  derg^an  of  t  e 
Established  Church),  on  condition  that  the  parish  should  relinquish  all  right  and 
title  whatever  to  the  appointment  of  the  master,  and  that  the  appointment  should 
be  vested  solely  in  the  vicar,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  bishop ;  that  tbe 
parish  should  continue  to  repair  and  to  do  whatever  was  then  done  by  them  to  the 
scboolhouse,  and  that  the  master  should  occasionally  assist  the  vicar  in  the  duties 
of  his  church  and  parish,  as  the  vicar  might  think  proper ;  also  that  the  master 
should  be  a  member  of  one  of  our  universities,  and  a  bachelor  of  arts  at  least ;  and 
his  will  was,  that  the  first  half-yearly  payment  should  not  commence  until  14 
years  after  the  decease  of  Greorge  Blachford,  the  last  of  the  tenants  for  life  therein 
mentioned;  and  he  desired  that  the  master  should  preach  a  sermon  in  the  pariah 
church  of  Eccleshall  every  year,  on  the  18th  day  of  February,  in  commemoration 
of  that  endowment.  We  are  informed  that  Mr.  Powell  left  no  real  estate,  and 
that  his  personalty  amounted  to  about  £800.  The  school  has  not  yet  come  into 
possession  of  this,  as  some  of  the  persons  having  a  life  interest  are  still  living,  and 
at  their  decease  a  term  of  14  years'  interest  must  accumulate  before  it  can  be 
endowed  therewith. 

In  1740,  John  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  charged  his  land  at  Chatcull  with  £5  per 
annum,  for  teaching  poor  boys  of  Eccleshall,  but  it  has  never  been  paid. 

One  free  boy  is  taught  by  the  first  benefaction.  The  old  school  is  supposed  to 
have  been  built  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  Pershall  (1612),  pasturage  for  16  poor  people's 
cows,  on  32  acres  of  land,  from  Lady -day  to  Michaelmas. 

Sir  Charles  Skrymsher,  £10  per  annam  to  apprentice  one 
poor  boy  or  girl,  out  of  the  rent  of  Norbury  estate. 

Henry  Bennett  (1688),  £20  yearly  for  apprenticing  poor 
children  of  Croxton ;  and  £20  to  the  chaplain  of  Broughton. 

Eatherine  Yonge  (1672),  £5  5s.  per  annum  for  teaching 
poor  children  in  Chames,  and  £1  for  the  poor  at  Chamea 
Chapel,  the  day  before  Good  Friday. 

George  Broom  (1780),  10s.  yearly  in  bread  for  the  poor  of 
Chorlton,  out  of  six  houses  at  Hanley. 


493 


HANBUEY. 

Hanbubt  is  a  small  and  pleasant  village^  seven  miles  west  of 
Burton.  The  parish  is  upwards  of  five  miles  square,  containing 
ten  villages  and  hamlets,  with  13,600  acres  of  land.  The 
village  contains  only  1600  acres,  and  about  1 50  people. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

Browne's  Endowment.— By  indenture  of  lease  and  release,  enrolled  in 
Chancery,  the  release  dated  26th  October,  1787j  reciting,  that  Jane  Browne  died 
the  6th  October,  1783,  having  by  her  will  bequeathed  £200  secured  on  the  tolls  of 
the  turnpike  road  between  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  and  Yoxall-bridge, 
in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  be  laid  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Hanbury,  and  particularly  that  part  of  the  parish  lying  within  the 
manor  or  lordship  of  Fauld,  and  to  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  discretion  of 
Isaac  Hawkins  Browne,  Esq.,  her  son  and  heir,  and  sole  executor;  and  that 
Isaac  Hawkins  Browne  had  judged  it  proper,  with  the  approbation  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  parish,  to  convey  to  trustees  the  lands  and  hereditaments  after- 
mentioned,  of  the  value  of  £200,  the  income  thereof  to  be  applied  towards 
supporting  a  charity  school  within  the  parish;  he,  Isaac  Hawkins  Browne, 
conveyed  to  George  Lord  Vernon,  and  11  others,  trustees  of  the  estates  belonging 
to  the  town  of  Tutbury,  called  Wakefield's  charity,  and  their  heirs,  a  dose  of 
2a.  and  1b.,  called  the  Over  Field  piece,  and  2a..  and  3b.  part  of  a  piece  of  land 
called  the  Over  Dam  piece,  both  in  Draycott  in  the  parish  of  Hanbury,  and 
adjoining  the  road  from  Sudbury  to  Lichfield,  upon  trust,  to  apply  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  towards  supporting  a  charity  school  within  the  parish  of  Hanbury, 
for  instructing  as  many  poor  girls  inhabiting  within  the  parish,  as  the  rents  and 
profits  would  extend  to  instruct  in  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
to  read  and  say  their  catechism,  and  to  knit,  sew,  and  work  plain  work,  and  for 
books  for  their  improvement ;  one-half  of  them  to  be  chosen  out  of  the  hamlet 
or  district  of  Fauld,  if  there  to  be  found,  and  the  other  half  out  of  the  townships, 
hamlets  or  districts  of  Hanbury,  Hanbury  Wood-end,  Coton,  and  Draycott  in 
the  Clay,  if  there  to  be  found ;  and  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  poor  girls 
to  make  up  one-half  should  not  be  found  in  Fauld,  other  poor  girls  should  be 
chosen  from  the  other  districts  above-mentioned ;  and  in  ease  a  sufficient  number 
of  poor  girls  should  not  be  found  in  the  last  mentioned  districts  for  the  above 
purposes,  then  the  trustees  should  choose  poor  girls  out  of  any  part  of  the  parish; 
and  in  case  there  should  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  poor  girls  within  the  parish, 
willing  to  be  instructed  as  aforesaid,  so  that  the  trustees  should  not  expend  the 
whole  of  the  rents  and  profits  in  instructing  poor  girls,  then  the  trustees  should 
q>ply  the  unapplied  part  thereof  for  any  other  charitable  use,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Hanbury,  as  they  should  think  fit :    And  it  was  thereby 
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directed,  that  the  trastees  of  Wakefield's  charity  should  always  be  trustees  for 
the  charity  thereby  given. 

The  land  mentioned  in  the  deed,  is  let  at  £12  12s.  per  annum ;  and  a  pieoe  of 
ground  half  an  acre  in  Hanbury  Wood-end,  which  has  been  allotted  in  respect  at 
the  land  on  the  inclosure  of  Needwood  Forest,  is  let  at  £1  per  annum. 

Hawkins's  Endowment. — The  late  Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Burton-upon-Trent, 
haying  left  to  his  executors  a  large  sum  of  money,  to  be  applied  for  charitable 
purposes,  at  their  discretion,  an  application  was  made  to  them  by  the  Eer.  Hugh 
Bailye,  of  Hanbury,  for  an  augmentation  of  the  endowment  of  the  charity  school; 
and  in  consequence  thereof,  they  paid  him  the  sum  of  £200  which  was  invested  in 
1804,  in  the  purchase  of  £354 15s.  4d.  three  per  cent  consols,  in  the  names  of  the 
late  Edward  Cheney,  Esq.,  the  late  Lord  Vernon,  the  Rev.  Fred  Anson,  and  Mr. 
Bailye,  in  trust  for  the  school.  The  dividends  of  the  stock  are  £10 12s.  lOd.  a-year. 

Grant  feom  the  Ceown.— On  the  inclosure  of  Needwood  Forest,  which 
was  part  of  the  possessions  of  Lancaster,  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  an 
allotment  for  the  support  of  a  school  at  Hanbury.  This  object  was  not  effected ; 
but  in  consequence  of  an  application  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Bailye,  a  grant  from 
the  crown  was  procured  by  the  right  honourable  C.  Bragge  Bathurst,  then  j 

chancellor  of  the  duchy,  of  the  sum  of  £400  out  of  the  produce  of  the  forest  ' 

timber,  to  be  applied  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  and  authority  was  given  by  the 
grant  to  set  apart  a  portion  of  the  interest  as  a  fund  for  repairing  the  house  now  t 

belonging  to  the  school.    The  sum  of  £400  of  the  money,  was  paid  to  Mr.  Bailye 
in  1825,  and  invested  in  the  same  stock. 

A  house,  containing  a  school,  and  apartments  for  a  master  and  his  wife,  was 
erected,  at  the  expense  of  £400  or  thereabouts,  which  was  raised  by  subscriptions, 
aided  by  a  donation  from  the  diocesan  school  society  at  Lichfield.  There  are 
about  30  children,  boys  and  girls,  from  Hanbury  and  Draycott  attending  the 
school,  who  are  instructed  as  free  scholars  by  the  master  and  his  wife,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wakelin,  upon  the  National  school  system ;  and  the  master  has  also  a  few 
other  scholars,  paid  for  by  their  parents. 

The  master,  who  is  elected  by  the  trustees  of  Wakefield's  charity,  in  Tutbury, 
receives  the  rents  of  the  land,  £13  12s.  a-year,  together  with  £10  a-year  out  of 
the  dividends  of  the  stock ;  and  the  remainder  of  the  dividends  is  applied  for 
stationery  used  in  the  school. 

Charities. — The  town  lands  rents,  £35  13s.,  are  devoted  to 
public  purposes  of  rates,  levies,  and  repairs.  The  poor's  lands 
are  let  for  £13  per  annum,  and  distributed  on  Good  Friday 
and  St.  Thomas's-day.— Geo.  Timbrill  (1703),  10s.  for  the 
poor. — John  Villiers  (1719),  £6  for  the  poor. — ^Joan  Henley 
(1 755),  12s.  for  poor  widows  on  Good  Friday  and  St.  Thomas' s- 
day. — Mrs.  Woolock,  10s.  for  a  sermon  on  New  Year's-day; 
10s.  to  the  parish  clerk  to  keep  the  family  monument  clean ; 
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and  10s.  to  the  poor. — Lord  Vemon^s  estate^  6s.  8d.  a-year^ 
for  the  poor  of  Draycott,  by  Mr.  Foster. — R.  J,  Harper,  axe- 
bearer  to  Her  Majesty  (1846),  interest  of  £100  for  coals  for  the 
poor  of  Hanbury. 


NEWBOROUGH. 

NswBOBOUGH  is  a  village  eight  miles  west  of  Burton,  with 
2,970  acres  of  land,  and  about  800  people. 

The  School. — ^The  boys'  charity  school  was  built  by  sub- 
scription, it  is  endowed  with  £4  per  annum,  left  by  the  Rev.  J. 
Robinson,  for  the  teaching  of  eight  poor  children,  and  with  the 
interest  of  £20  left  by  Andrew  Newton,  of  Lichfield,  for 
teaching  one  free  scholar. 

Chabtttes. — ^Wm.  Evans  (1620),  left  68.  8d.  yearly  out  of 
Pingle  Field  for  the  poor. — ^Walter  Agard  and  Thomas  Smith 
left  three  guineas  out  of  Tink's  Croft  for  the  poor,  .on  Good 
Friday,  and  1st  November,  yearly. 


COLTON. 

CoLTON  is  a  long  straggling  village,  two  miles  north  of  Rugeley, 
containing  3,870  acres  of  land,  and  672  souls.  The  church  is  a 
small  ancient  edifice,  the  parish  clerk  of  which  enjoys  a  rent-free 
house  and  5^  acres  of  land,  from  an  unknown  donor. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

This  school  was  founded  and  endowed,  partly  with  monies  sabscribed  by  the 
neighbourhood,  and  partly  with  some  parochial  levies  raised  for  the  purpose, 
which  together  produced  a  sum  adequate  to  the  purchase  of  the  school  premises 
and  estate. 

Two  several  conveyances,  by  lease  and  release,  in  one  of  which,  dated  29th  and 
30th  November,  1764,  in  consideration  of  two  sums  of  £60  and  £iO,  a  house  and 
premises  at  Golton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  and  in  the  other,  in  consideration 
of  £250,  certain  lands  and  premises  in  the  pansh  of  Uttoxeter,  in  the  same  county, 
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were  respectively  conveyed  to  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagoi,  of  Blithfield,  baionet, 
Bx>bert  Lander,  and  John  Pegg,  and  their  heirs. 

And  by  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale,  enrolled,  dated  11th  Febroaiy,  1765, 
between  the  said  Sir  Walter  Wagstaff  Bagot,  Robert  Landor,  and  John  pegg,  of 
the  one  part ;  and  William  Bagot,  son  and  heir-apparent  of  Sir  Walter  Wagstaif 
Bagot,  and  others,  of  the  other  part ;  it  is  witnessed,  that  for  the  nominal  consi- 
deration therein  mentioned,  the  parties  of  the  first  part  granted,  released,  and 
confirmed,  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  new 
erected  messuage  and  school-house,  with  the  garden  hemplot,  and  outbuildings,  in 
Colton;  also  a  close  of  land  in  Colton,  called  Yincon's,  otherwise  Vinson's 
HoUowdale,  containing  by  estimation,  three  acres ;  and  also,  several  doses  of 
land,  in  the  parish  of  Uttoxeter,  called  the  Cuneys,  alias  Keynees ;  the  Pit-close, 
the  Asp-close,  and  the  Old  Meadow ;  which  last  mentioned  premises  were  fonnerly 
taken  from  a  parcel  of  ground,  called  the  Long  Heath,  and  aU  that  othCr  paxoel 
of  ground  then  or  theretofore  taken  from  the  Stocking,  which  last  mentioned 
lands  contained  about  20  acres,  to  hold  the  same  unto  and  to  the  use  of  the  parties 
of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts  following,  viz. : —  as 
to  the  messuage  and  school-house,  with  the  appurtenances,  upon  trust,  to  be  for 
ever  thereafter  occupied  and  enjoyed  by  such  fit  and  proper  person  as  should  from 
time  to  time  be  elected  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  instruct  20  poor  children,  of  the  age  of  5  years,  but  not 
under,  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of  Colton,  in  such  branches  of  learning  and 
education  as  thereinafter  mentioned.    And  as  to  Yinoon*s,  otherwise  Yinson's 
HoUowdale,  upon  trust,  to  permit  the  rector  of  Ck)lton,  for  the  time  being,  to  hold 
the  same,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £3,  clear  of  all  taxes  and  other  outgoings ;  but  if 
such  rector  for  the  time  being  should  refuse  to  give  such  rent  of  £3,  then  the  last 
mentioned  land  to  be  let  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part,their  heirs  and  assigns^ 
for  the  most  rent,  and  upon  the  best  terms;  out  of  which  rent  of  £3  or  such  other 
rent,  so  to  be  reserved,  as  aforesaid,  20s.,  part  thereof,  to  be  for  ever  thereafter 
given  and  distributed  amongst  such  poor  persons,  on  Good  Friday,  as  should  fall 
under  the  description  in  the  will  of  Mary  Taylor,  spinster,  and  subject  thereto, 
and  chargeable  therewith ;  then  as  to  the  remainder  of  the  rent  of  Yincon's,  alias 
Vinson's  HoUowdale,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Uttoxeter,  upon  trust,  yearly,  to  pay,  apply,  and  dispose  of  the  same  in  the  maimer 
foUowing,  viz.,  the  clear  net  sum  of  £10,  part  thereof,  to  such  fit  and  proper 
person  as  should  be  schoolmaster  of  Colton  for  the  time  being,  and  who  should 
diligently  and  carefuUy  teach  and  instruct  the  before-mentioned  twenty  poor 
children,  of  the  age  before-mentioned,  inhabitants  and  parishioners  of  Colton,  in 
the  foUowing  branches  of  learning,  to  wit ;  to  read  English,  and  particularly 
to  perfect  them  in  the  Church  of  England  catechism,  to  write,  and  to  aooonnt, 
and  should  conform  himself  in  every  respect  to  such  rules  and  orders^  as  were 
thereinafter  mentioned,  and  subject  as  aforesaid;  then  upon  farther  trust,  to 
apply  and  dispose  of  the  residue  of  such  rents  and  profits  in  the  pmdiase  of 
books,  paper,  quiUs,  and  ink,  for  those  of  the  poor  children  whose  parents  or  near 
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relations  could  not  afford  to  purchase  the  same ;  and  if  there  should  be  tbffan 
overplus  of  the  rents  and  profits,  the  same  from  time  to  time  should  be  applied 
to  purchase  of  coals,  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  such  poor  children;  and  if  there 
then  reo^^ed  any  overplus,  the  same  should  be  laid  out  and  disposed  of  for  the 
repairing  the  messuage  and  school-house,  and  to  and  for  no  other  use,  intent  or 
purpose  whatsoever;  and  it  was  provided,  that  in  order  to  prevent  the  poor 
children  from  being  neglected,  or  not  well  instructed  in  such  branches  of  learning 
above  specified ;  and  that  the  attention  of  the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being, 
might  not  be  too  much  engaged  or  taken  up  with  other  scholars,  the  schoolmaster 
of  Colton  for  the  time  being  should  not  have  or  be  permitted  to  take  at  any  one 
time  under  his  care,  or  for  his  scholars,  more  than  forty,  and  that  the  twenty  poor 
children  above-mentioned  should  always  be  included  in  that  number,  unless  the 
schoolmaster  should  have  a  proper  assistant,  or  person  well  qualified  to  instruct 
a  greatdi  number  of  children  than  might  happen  to  be  under  his  care,  so  that  his 
scholars,  who  were  the  immediate  objects  of  that  charity,  should  not  be  any  ways 
neglected  in  the  learning  thereby  intended  them :  And  also,  that  the  schoolmaster 
for  the  time  being,  so  oft  as  he  could  conveniently,  should  attend  divine  service 
at  Colton  church  every  Sunday,  and  on  such  holidays  as  there  should  be  divine 
service,  and  bring  with  him  the  poor  children  that  should  be  his  scholars  and 
under  his  care,  and  be  watchful  that  their  behaviour  should  be  decent  and  regular 
in  church  during  divine  service :  And  further,  that  every  schoolmaster  for  the 
charity,  should  only  be  elected  for  so  long  time  as  he  should  strictly  and  faithfully 
conform  himself,  not  only  to  the  several  rules  and  orders  before-mentioned,  but  to 
such  further  and  other  rules  and  orders  as  should  thereafter  be  made  by  the 
parties  of  the  second  part,  or  the  m^or  part  of  them,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  for 
the  better  regulation  of  the  charity ;  and  that  for  the  breacli  of  any  one  of  them, 
or  for  immorality  of  any  kind,  it  should  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  parties  of  the 
second  part,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  their  heirs  and  asssigns,  to  remove  such 
schoolmaster  from  the  school-house;,  and  the  premises  thereto  belonging,  and 
choose  another  fit  person  in  his  place,  so  often  as  the  case  should  happen :  Audit 
is  by  the  indenture  further  provided,  that  as  often  as  the  trustees  should  by  death 
or  otherwise  be  reduced  to  three,  then  such  three  trustees,  or  the  survivor  of 
them,  should  forthwith  make  choice  of  so  many  other  fit  persons,  (the  rectors  of 
Colton  and  Blithfield  for  the  time  being  always  to  be  of  the  number,)  to  be 
trustees,  together  with  the  remaining  trustees  or  trustee,  and  the  rectors  of 
Colton  and  Blithfield  for  the  time  being,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  as  should 
make  up  the  number  of  trustees  nine,  and  that  thereupon  the  then  remaining 
trustees  should  convey  all  and  singular  the  premises,  that  the  same  might  be 
legally  vested  in  the  remaining  trustees,  and  the  rectors  of  Blithfield  and  Colton 
for  the  time  being,  and  such  new  trustees  to  be  chosen,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
upon  the  same  trusts.    The  trust  has  been  regulary  continued. 

The  premises  in  Colton  consist  of  the  school-house  and  school-room,  which  are 
under  one  roof,  to  whidi  is  attached  a  garden  containing  about  twenty  perches, 
and  also  a  field  of  turf-land,  called  Yincon's  HoUowdale,  contaming  three  acres, 
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in  Jk  occupation  of  the  rector,  who  pays  for  it  £3  per  annum,  viz.,  £2  to  the 
schoolmaster,  and  £1  to  the  poor  who  attend  divine  service  morning  and  evening 
on  Good  Friday. 

The  premises  in  the  parish  of  Uttoxeter  consist  of  about  eighteen  agres  and 
three-quarters,  measured,  which  is  short  by  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  the  quantity 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the 
hmd ;  they  are  all  old  indosures,  and  the  fences  have  the  appearance  of  being  in 
their  original  state. 

This  land  is  let  to  two  yearly  tenants ;  about  eleven  acres  at  a  rent  of  £14 
per  annum,  and  7a.  and  3r.  at  a  rent  of  £9  10s.  per  annum,  making  together 
with  the  £2  from  Vinson's  HoUowdale,  £25  10s.  per  annum. 

A  sum  of  £500  has  also  been  given  by  John  Spencer,  Esq.,  of  Bx>llestone 
Park,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  late  brother,  Francis  Spencer,  Esq.,  of 
Golton,  to  the  trustees,  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  this  institution,4in  such 
manner  as  they  may  think  proper.  The  trustees  placed  it^in  the  Lichfield  Bank, 
where  it  remained  at  £3  per  cent,  interest ;  but  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  18th  of  January,  1821,  that  this  sum  should  be  invested  in 
the  public  funds,  or  on  real  security,  in  the  names  of  the  Honourable  and 
Reverend  Richard  Bagot,  rector  of  Blithfield,  and  the  Reverend  Charles  Savage 
Landor,  rector  of  Colton,  and  that  the  same  should  continue  vested  in  the  names 
of  the  rectors  of  Blithfield  and  Golton  for  the  time  being,  and  that  out  of  the 
interest  thereof  there  should  be  paid  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  the  sum  of  £15 
as  an  addition  to  his  salary,  in  consideration  of  which  he  was  to  be  expected  to 
receive  into  the  school  twenty  more  poor  children  gratis,  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned  in  the  before-mentioned  deed  of  the  11th  of  February,  1765,  such 
children  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  to  be  parishioners  orinhabitants  of 
Golton,  but  the  preference  to  be  given  to  panshioners.  It  was  further  resolved, 
that  the  residue  of  the  interest  should  be  employed  in  such  manner  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institution,  as  the  trustees  should  annually  at  their  meeting 
appoint. 

There  is  also  a  sum  of  £80  in  the  Rugeley  Savings  Bank,  proceeding  from  a 
fall  of  timber  upon  the  charity  lands,  which  produced  £60,  to  which  was  added 
£20  for  interest  from  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Harvey,  in  whose  hands  the  money  had 
remained. 

This  income  of  £40  10s.  was  then  applied  in  the  following  manner : — ^The 
schoolmaster  received  the  whole  of  the  Uttoxeter  rents,  £23  10s.  The  sum  of 
£15  for  one  year's  interest  at  three  per  cent,  which  was  all  that  was  received  from 
the  Lichfield  Bank  upon  the  £500  was  also  paid  to  him.  Of  the  £2  a-year, 
payable  from  Vinson's  HoUowdale,  nine  years'  arrears  were  paid  to  the  trustees  in 
November,  1819,  from  which  a  sum  of  £9  17s.  9d.  was  applied  in  necessary 
repairs  of  the  school-house,  and  £7  18s.  6d.  for  the  expenses  of  the  new  trust 
deed  executed  in  1809.  But  whatever  was  not  wanted  for  incidental  expenses 
the  schoolmaster  received.  There  is  a  sum  of  3s.  a-year  payable  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  of  Uttoxeter,  and  4d.  acquittance,  an  arrear  of  which,  amounting  to 
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£2  138.  4d.,  was  paid  in  October,  1820 ;  and  a  farther  sum  of  £4 15s.  was  paid  in 
April,  1821,  for  school  books.  These  payments  created  an  actual  balance  against 
the  charity  of  £3  9s.  7d. ;  but  was  this  sum  covered  by  the  increased  interest 
which  was  received  from  the  investment  of  the  £500  without  trenching  upon  the 
master's  income  ?  The  land  is  now  let  for  about  £28  per  annum  (£1  of  which 
is  given  to  the  poor),  and  this,  with  the  interest  of  the  £600,  is  paid  to  the 
master,  altogether  £50. 

The  regular  number  of  free  children  in  the  school  is  forty,  of  both  sexes ;  at 
which  number  it  is  kept  up ;  and  the  master  does  not  object  to  more,  if  recom- 
mended by  the  trustees. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  taught  in  one  room,  the  boys  at  the  bottom,  and  the 
girls  at  the  top.  The  master,  Mr.  Thomas  Lenton,  teaches  the  boys,  and  his  wife 
teaches  the  girls.  They  are  all  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and 
the  chufbh  catechism,  to  which  last  part  of  the  instruction  the  master  pays 
particular  attention,  in  compliance  with  the  express  requisition  of  the  deed  above 
abstracted.  The  girb  are  also  taught  to  sew  and  knit.  The  rector  occasionally 
inspects  the  school. 

THOMAS  WEBB^S  SCHOOL. 

Thomas  Webb,  by  will,  dated  18th  September,  1801,  gave  and  bequeathed  all 
that  house,  divided  into  three  dwellings,  with  the  gardens,  croft  adjoining,  and 
hempleck,  then  occupied  by  George  Haywood,  and  a  public-Jiouse  called  the 
Three  Wheels,  and  also  the  hempleck  and  garden  belonging  to  the  same,  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Colton,  and  which  he  meant  as  an  endowment  for  a  school,  to  be 
established  in  the  village  of  Colton,  for  the  instruction  of  all  poor  female  children 
that  should  be  inhabitants  of  Colton,  in  reading,  knitting,  and  sewing;  and  he 
appointed,  that  the  trustees  of  the  school  should  be  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Colton,  for  ever,  that  should  be  in  possession  of  a  rent,  £50  a-year  or 
upwards,  with  th^parson  and  all  pariah  officers ;  and  after  pecuniary  legacies,  the 
testator  gave  and  bequeathed  all  the  remainder  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  to 
Thos.  Webb  Green,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease,  to  the  heirs  of  his  body. 

By  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  dated  the  22nd  of  September, 
1818,  between  Thomas  Webb  Green,  of  Lichfield,  gentleman,  heir-at-law,  and 
residuary  devisee  of  Thomas  Webb,  the  testator  of  the  first  part ;  the  Keverend 
Charles  Savage  Landor,  the  rector  of  Colton,  and  others,  of  the  second  part; 
and  John  Baker  Scott,  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  were  respectively  such  persons  as  were  qualified  by  the  will  of 
Thomas  Webb  to  be  trustees,  and  that  they  had  therefore  requested  Thomas 
Webb  Green,  as  such,  his  heir-at-law,  and  residuary  legatee,  to  confirm  and 
establish  the  charity,  pursuant  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  Thomas  Webb 
Green,  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  all  that 
messuage,  dwelling-house,  or  tenements,  theretofore  in  three  parts  divided,  with 
the  gardens,  hempleck,  and  croft  adjoining,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  lately 
in  the  occupation  ot  George  Haywood,  but  then  of  Sarah  Adie,  by  virtue  of  a 
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in  me  occupation  of  the  rector,  who  pays  for  it  £3  per  annum,  viz.,  £2  to  the 
schoolmaster,  and  £1  to  the  poor  who  attend  divine  service  morning  and  evening 
on  Good  Friday. 

The  premises  in  the  parish  of  Uttoxeter  consist  of  about  eighteen  aQres  and 
three-quarters,  measured,  which  is  short  by  an  acre  and  a  quarter  of  the  quantity 
mentioned  in  the  deed  of  conveyance,  but  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  identity  of  the 
land ;  they  are  all  old  inclosures,  and  the  fences  have  the  appearance  of  being  in 
their  original  state. 

This  land  is  let  to  two  yearly  tenants ;  about  eleven  acres  at  a  rent  of  £14 
per  annum,  and  7a.  and  3b.  at  a  rent  of  £9  10s.  per  annum,  making  together 
with  the  £2  from  Vinson's  HoUowdale,  £25  10s.  per  annum, 

A  sum  of  £500  has  also  been  given  by  John  Spencer,  Esq.,  of  Bollestone 
Park,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  his  late  brother,  Francis  Spencer,  Esq.,  of 
Colton,  to  the  trustees,  to  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  this  institution,4in  such 
manner  as  they  may  think  proper.  The  trustees  placed  it^in  the  Lichfield  Bank, 
where  it  remained  at  £3  per  cent,  interest ;  but  it  was  resolved  by  the  trustees, 
at  a  meeting  on  the  18th  of  January,  1821,  that  this  sum  should  be  invested  in 
the  public  funds,  or  on  real  security,  in  the  names  of  the  Honourable  and 
Reverend  Richard  Bagot,  rector  of  Blithfield,  and  the  Reverend  Oharles  Savage 
Landor,  rector  of  Colton,  and  that  the  same  should  continue  vested  in  the  names 
of  the  rectors  of  Blithfield  and  Colton  for  the  time  being,  and  that  out  of  the 
interest  thereof  there  should  be  paid  yearly  to  the  schoolmaster  the  sum  of  £15 
as  an  addition  to  his  salary,  in  consideration  of  which  he  was  to  be  e]q;>ected  to 
receive  into  the  school  twenty  more  poor  children  gratis,  in  addition  to  those 
mentioned  in  the  before-mentioned  deed  of  the  11th  of  February,  1765,  such 
children  to  be  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  to  be  parishioners  orinhabitants  oi 
Colton,  but  the  preference  to  be  given  to  parishioners.  It  was  further  resolved, 
that  the  residue  of  the  interest  should  be  employed  in  such  manner  for  the 
benefit  of  the  institution,  as  the  trustees  should  annually  at  their  meeting 
appoint. 

There  is  also  a  sum  of  £80  in  the  Rugeley  Savings  Bank,  proceeding  from  a 
fall  of  timber  upon  the  charity  hmds,  which  produced  £60,  to  which  was  added 
£20  for  interest  from  the  late  Mr.  Robert  Harvey,  in  whose  hands  the  money  had 
remained. 

This  income  of  £40  10s.  was  then  applied  in  the  following  manner : — ^The 
schoolmaster  received  the  whole  of  the  Uttoxeter  rents,  £23  10s.  The  sum  of 
£15  for  one  year's  interest  at  three  per  cent,  which  was  all  that  was  received  firom 
the  Lichfield  Bank  upon  the  £500  was  also  paid  to  him.  Of  the  £2  a-year, 
payable  from  Vinson's  HoUowdale,  nine  years'  arrears  were  paid  to  the  trustees  in 
November,  1819,  from  which  a  sum  of  £9  17s.  9d.  was  applied  in  neoessarj 
repairs  of  the  school-house,  and  £7  18s.  6d.  for  the  expenses  of  the  new  trust 
deed  executed  in  1809.  But  whatever  was  not  wanted  for  incidental  expenses 
the  schoolmaster  received.  There  is  a  sum  of  3s.  a-year  payable  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor  of  Uttoxeter,  and  4d.  acquittance,  an  arrear  of  which,  amounting  to 
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£2  13s.  4d.,  was  paid  in  October^  1820 ;  and  a  further  sum  of  £4 15s.  was  paid  in 
April,  1821,  for  school  books.  These  payments  created  an  actual  balance  against 
the  charity  of  £3  9s.  7d. ;  but  was  this  sum  covered  by  the  increased  interest 
which  was  received  from  the  investment  of  the  £500  without  trenching  upon  the 
master's  income  ?  The  land  is  now  let  for  about  £28  per  annum  (£1  of  which 
is  given  to  the  poor),  and  this,  with  the  interest  of  the  £500,  is  paid  to  the 
master,  altogether  £50. 

The  regular  number  of  free  children  in  the  school  is  forty,  of  both  sexes ;  at 
which  number  it  is  kept  up ;  and  the  master  does  not  object  to  more,  if  recom- 
mended by  the  trustees. 

The  boys  and  girls  are  taught  in  one  room,  the  boys  at  the  bottom,  and  the 
girls  at  the  top.  The  master,  Mr.  Thomas  Lenton,  teaches  the  boys,  and  his  wife 
teaches  the  girls.  They  are  all  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and 
the  chufch  catechism,  to  which  last  part  of  the  instruction  the  masfer  pays 
particular  attention,  in  compliance  with  the  express  requisition  of  the  deed  above 
abstracted.  The  girls  are  also  taught  to  sew  and  knit.  The  rector  occasionally 
inspects  the  school. 

THOMAS  WEBB^S  SCHOOL. 

Thomas  Webb,  by  will,  dated  18th  September,  1801,  gave  and  bequeathed  all 
that  house,  divided  into  three  dwellings,  with  the  gardens,  croft  adjoining,  and 
hempleck,  then  occupied  by  George  Haywood,  and  a  public-Jiouse  called  the 
Three  Wheels,  and  also  the  hempleck  and  garden  belonging  to  the  same,  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Colton,  and  which  he  meant  as  an  endowment  for  a  school,  to  be 
established  in  the  village  of  Colton,  for  the  instruction  of  all  poor  female  children 
that  should  be  iohabitants  of  Colton,  in  reading,  knitting,  and  sewing ;  and  he 
appointed,  that  the  trustees  of  the  school  should  be  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
parish  of  Colton,  for  ever,  that  should  be  in  possession  of  a  rent,  £50  a>year  or 
upwards,  with  th^parson  and  all  parish  officers ;  and  after  pecuniary  legacies,  the 
testator  gave  and  bequeathed  all  the  remainder  of  his  real  and  personal  estate  to 
Thos.  Webb  Green,  during  his  life,  and  after  his  decease,  to  the  heirs  of  his  body. 

By  an  indenture  of  bargain  and  sale  enrolled,  dated  the  22nd  of  September, 
1818,  between  Thomas  Webb  Green,  of  Lichfield,  gentleman,  heir-at-law,  and 
residuary  devisee  of  Thomas  Webb,  the  testator  of  the  first  part ;  the  Keverend 
Charles  Savage  Landor,  the  rector  of  Colton,  and  others,  of  the  second  part; 
and  John  Baker  Soott,  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  the  parties  of  the 
second  part  were  respectively  such  persons  as  were  qualified  by  the  will  of 
Thomas  Webb  to  be  trustees,  and  that  they  had  therefore  requested  Thomas 
Webb  Green,  as  such,  his  heir-at-law,  and  residuary  legatee,  to  confirm  and 
establish  the  charity,  pursuant  to  the  intentions  of  the  testator,  Thomas  Webb 
Green,  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  all  that 
messuage,  dwelling-house,  or  tenements,  theretofore  in  three  parts  divided,  with 
the  gardens,  hempleck,  and  croft  aiJljoining,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Colton,  lately 
in  the  occupation  ot  Greorge  Haywood,  but  then  of  Sarah  Adie,  by  virtue  of  a 
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certain  lease,  dated  28th  March,  1817,  for  a  term  of  21  years  from  Lady-day, 
1817,  at  the  yearly  rent,  daring  the  three  first  years,  of  6d.,  and  during  the  last 
eighteen,  of  £4 ;  and  also,  all  that  messuage,  tenement,  or  public-house,  knoim 
by  the  name  of  the  Three  Wheels,  with  the  hempleck  and  garden  thereto  belong- 
ing, situate  in  Ck>lton,  and  then  in  the  occupation  of  James  Haywood,  under  a 
lease,  dated  2nd  October,  1762,  for  the  term  of  99  years,  from  the  29th  Septem- 
ber in  that  year,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £1 15s.,  and  also  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  further  yearly  sum  of  20s.  on  Saint  Thomas's-day,  to  the  rector  of  Colton  for 
the  time  being,  to  be  applied  in  such  a  manner  as  was  directed  by  the  will  of 
John  Webb,  of  Wiggenton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford ;  to  hold  the  same  to  them 
in  trust,  to  receive  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  premises,  and  after  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  trusts,  to  apply  the  residue  thereof  from  time  to  time,  in 
defraying  the  expenses  gf  and  as  an  endowment  for  a  school,  to  be  established  in 
the  village  of  Colton,  for  instructing  all  poor  female  children,  being  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  Colton,  for  ever,  in  the  possession  of  or  renting  lands  or 
tenements  of  the  annual  value  of  £50,  with  the  rector  and  parish  officers  for  the 
time  being,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Colton, 
or  the  major  part  of  them  for  the  time  being,  should  in  their  discretion  think  proper. 
A  school  was  established,  pursuant  to  this  endowment,  in  which  twenty  girls 
are  taught  reading,  knitting,  and  sewing;  and  the  income  of  this  property, 
amounting  at  present  to  £5  15s.  has  been  regularly  paid  to  a  schoolmistress,  for 
this  service,  for  which  it  cannot  be  considered  as  more  than  adequate  pay,  though 
there  is  nothing  in  the  foundation  or  grant  to  limit  the  number  taught  at  the 
school  to  twenty. 

No  improvement  of  the  school  property  is  to  be  looked  for  tOl  the  expiratioii 
of  the  leases  in  1861,  to  which  they  are  respectively  subject ;  but  it  is  considered 
that  the  Three  Wheels  would  be  worth  from  £15  to  £20  a-year,  were  the  same 
not  leased,  and  Adie's  house,  which  comprises  the  three  original  dwellings,  about 
£15  more.  There  are  about  two  acres  of  hmd  belonging  to  it»  and  the  premises 
have  been  put  in  excellent  condition,  at  considerable  expense,  by  the  tenant. 
The  mistress,  Mary  Gamer,  who  is  allowed  £18  per  annum,  oondncts  the  sdiool 
satisfactorily. 

Chabities. — John  Webb,  20s.  per  annum  out  of  the  Three 
Wheels  pablic-house,  in  money  to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomases- 
day. — Thomas  Russell  (1592),  £2  12s.  per  annum  out  of  March 
Bam  farm. — Thomas  Taylor  (1676),  £2  12s.  per  annum  out  of 
Tinker's  Close ;  both  these  are  given  in  bread  to  the  poor  every 
Sunday. — Thomas  Butler  (1680),  £2  14s.  per  annum  out  of 
Uupper  Crab  Tree  Flat,  for  cloth  Ac,  for  the  poor;  this  is 
laid  out  in  buying  three  coats  and  a  gown  for  the  poor. — ^Mary 
Taylor  (1755),  left  £1  per  annum  for  the  poor  on  Good  Friday; 
this  is  mentioned  in  the  free  school  benefaqtion. 
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NORBURY. 

NoEBURY  is  a  small  village  five  miles  south  of  Eccleshall.  The 
parish  contains  5,270  acres,  and  about  400  people. 

The  School.— William  Derington  (in  1796  and  1797), 
bequeathed  56s.  for  children  going  to  school,  out  of  Royland's 
land ;  also  24s.  for  eight  twopenny  loaves  to  the  poor  every  first 
and  second  Sunday  in  each  month. 

Sir  Charles  Skrymsher  (1708-9),  left  £10  to  apprentice  a 
poor  child  to  a  trade. 

Eleanor  Baldwin  (1717)  left  £6  per  annum  for  the  poor. 

An  unknown  donor  left  part  of  a  piece  of  land,  at  Little 
Sugnall,  for  the  poor.     The  rent  of  this  part  is  £4  4s.  per  ann. 


STANDON. 

Stakdon  is  a  small  pleasant  village  six  miles  west  of  Stone,  con- 
taining 400  inhabitants,  and  2,541  acres  of  land.  The  only 
charity  for  the  poor  is  £4  per  annum,  left  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Owen,  in  1809,  as  the  interest  of  £90. 

Mrs.  Taoo's  Charity. — ^Ann  Tagg  bequeathed  £50,  which 
she  directed  to  be  invested  for  the  benefit  of  a  schoolmaster. 
The  estate  upon  which  this  money  was  charged  was  devised  by 
Edward  Astbury  to  his  son  Edward,  from  whom  it  was  pur- 
chased by  John  Astbury,  another  of  his  sons.  Prom  the  period 
when  he  purchased  this  estate  he  has  paid  the  yearly  sum  of  £3. 
The  sum  of  £3  from  this  charity,  and  the  like  sum  from  Mar- 
garet Plant^s  charity,  next  mentioned,  has  been  paid  over  to  a 
schoolmaster  in  Standon,  who,  in  consideration  thereof,  has 
taught  ten  poor  children  of  the  parish  to  read ;  these  children 
have  been  appointed  by  one  of  the  churchwardens. 

Mrs.  Plant's  Charity. — ^Margaret  Plant,  by  will,  dated  6th 
February,  1800,  bequeathed  £50,  in  trust,  to  be  set  out  to 
interest  by  her  executors,  and  the  interest  thereof  to  be  applied 
yearly  for  instructing  as  many  poor  children  of  the  parish  of 
Standon  to  read  as  the  interest  thereof  would  pay  for;  and  she 
appointed  her  b]||^her,  Edward  Astbury,   and  her  nephews, 
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Thomas  Astbury  and  John  Astbury,  her  executors.  The  sum 
of  £3  per  annum  has  hitherto  been  paid,  as  abeady  mentioned 
in  our  account  of  the  preceding  charity,  to  a  schoolmaster  in 
respect  of  this  legacy.  This  has  been  paid  by  the  same  person 
as  the  £3  in  respect  of  Mrs.  Tagg^s  gift. 


KEELE. 

Keele  is  a  village  three  miles  from  Newcastle,  with  1200  inha- 
bitants, and  2700  acres  of  land. 

Mrs.  Sneyd^s  Charity. — In  an  ancient  parish  book,  com- 
mencing in  1698,  containing  churchwardens'  accounts,  a  terrier 
of  the  living,  and  other  matters,  is  an  entry,  stating  that  Madam 
Frances  Sneyd,  wife  of  Captain  Sneyd,  left  £100,  the  interest 
whereof  went  yearly  to  pay  for  poor  children's  schoohng.  Upon 
a  benefaction  table  in  the  church  at  Keele,  dated  in  1 734,  it  is 
stated  that  this  sum  was  left  for  a  free  school,  to  instruct  12 
children.  In  the  old  book  it  is  further  stated,  that  this  and  four 
other  benefactions  were  laid  out  upon  a  mortgage  at  Penfields. 
The  land  at  Penfields  belongs  to  Ealph  Sneyd,  Esq.,  of  Keele 
Hall ;  but  nothing  is  now  known  of  this  mortgage.  Mr.  Sneyd's 
steward  pays  £5  a-year  towards  the  support  of  a  free  school  for 
girls  at  Keele,  conducted  on  the  plan  of  the  national  schools, 
and  maintained  by  subscription.  Mr.  Sneyd  considers  twelve 
of  the  girls  as  appointed  by  him,  in  compliance  with  the  above 
benefaction.  This  school  has  been  established  45  years.  Before 
that  time,  12  girls  were  sent  by  Mrs.  Sneyd  to  a  school  in  the 
parish,  the  mistress  of  which  took  other  scholars  for  pay ;  and 
she  added  to  the  £5  whatever  further  was  necessary  for  the 
schooling  of  those  twelve  girls. 

Charities. — Thomas  Walthall  (1693),  by  an  unknown  donor 
(supposed  to  be  Mr.  Audlej),  24s.  per  ann.,  the  interest  of  £20; 
John  Sneyd,  yearly  interest  of  £10 ;  John  Heath,  sen.,  do.  £5  ; 
John  Heath,  jun.,  do.  5 ;  Ann  Giles,  do.  £100;  Mary  Giles,  do. 
£5 ;  the  Parish,  do.  £5 ;  total,  £150  :  given  to  the  poor  on  St. 
Thoraas's-day. — Abnet^s  Charity,  4s.  in  bread  on  Good  Friday. 
— Wm.  Brett,  20s.  on  the  Sunday  next  19th  February,  out  of 
Dimsdale. — Saml.  Whitehurst.  20s.  on  New  Year's-day,  ^'solong 
as  the  Nabbs  estate  should  be  free  from  a  pS*ish  apprentice." 
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STOKE-UPON-TEENT. 


Hannah  Baqnall'b  Chabity. — ^Hannah  Bagnall,  by  her  will, 
bearing  date  6tli  November,  1727,  reciting  that  she  had  lately 
purchased  two  pieces  of  copyhold  land,  called  the  Withy  Beds, 
in  Clayton  and  Seabridge,  or  one  of  them,  in  the  manor  of 
Newcastle-nnder-Lyme,  of  which  her  brother,  John  Fenton, 
stood  seized  in  fee  in  trust  for  her  and  her  heirs,  declared  and 
appointed  that  her  said  brother  and  his  heirs  should,  out  of  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  land,  yearly  pay  to  the  minister  of  New- 
castle-under-Lyme  the  sum  of  20s.,  for  a  sermon  on  the  day  of 
the  month  whereon  she  should  happen  to  die,  or,  if  it  should 
faU  on  a  Sunday  or  Monday,  on  the  Tuesday  following ;  and 
should  yearly  employ  and  dispose  of  all  the  residue  of  the  rents 
and  profits,  either  for  the  procuring  poor  children,  inhabiting 
within  the  township  of  Shelton  or  the  township  of  Little 
Fenton,  alias  Fenton  Vivian,  in  the  parish  of  Stoke-upon- 
Trent,  to  be  taught  to  read  English,  write,  cast  accounts,  such 
poor  children  to  be  chosen  according  to  the  discretion  of  her 
trustees,  and  to  buy  books  and  church  catechisms  for  the  use  of 
such  children,  or  for  the  relief  and  support  of  such  poor  people 
as  should  inhabit  within  one  of  the  townships,  and  should  neither 
be  common  beggars  nor  receiving  parish  relief,  and  especially 
such  as  should  be  sick,  and  fbndered  lame  and  unable  to  work 
through  accident ;  and  she  declared  that  if  any  negligencies  or 
mismanagements  relating  to  these  her  charities  should  be  com- 
plained of,  it  was  her  will  that  the  same  should  only  be  inquired 
into  and  regulated  by  the  Bishop  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield  for 
the  tim^  being,  in  a  summary  way,  'mithout  application  had  to 
Courts  of  Equity  or  a  commission  of  charitable  uses ;  and  she 
further  declared  her  will  to  be  that  John  Fenton  and  his  heirs, 
and  the  guardians  of  such  heir  during  his  or  her  minority, 
might  employ  the  residue  for  the  teaching  of  children,  or  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  according  to  their  discretions,  and  that  it 
should  be  left  to  their  judgment  and  discretion  to  determine 
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what  poor  cliildren  and  poor  people  ought  to  be  preferred 
before  others ;  and,  in  regard  the  lands  above-mentioned  were 
contiguous  to  a  parcel  of  land,  called  Gallow  Tree  Croft, 
belonging  to  her  brother,  John  Fenton,  who  has  denied  himself 
the  conveniency  of  purchasing  the  lands  for  his  own  use,  as  he 
might  have  done,  she  directed,  that  if  John  Fenton  or  his  heirs 
should  at  any  time  thereafter  assign  other  lands,  of  as  great 
yearly  value  and  a  good  title  in  any  other  place  in  the  county, 
to  be  vested  in  John  Fenton  and  his  heirs,  subject  to  the  above 
trusts,  he  might  enjoy  the  purchased  land,  to  his  own  use, 
discharged  of  the  trusts. 

The  property  mentioned  in  the  above  will  is  a  close  of 
pasture  or  meadow,  containing  5a.  1r.  27p.,  in  the  township  of 
Seabridge,  in  Stoke-upon-Trent.  It  is  let  by  Sir  Thomas 
Fletcher  Fenton  Boughey,  part  owner  of  the  Bagnall  estates,  at 
a  fair  yearly  rent  of  £10. 

For  many  years  this  charity  had  been  unapplied,  except  as 
to  the  yearly  payment  of  £2,  which  has  been  received  regularly 
by  the  minister  of  Newcastle  for  an  anniversary  sermon ;  the 
rents  had  been  paid  to  the  agent  for  Sir  T.  F.  F.  Boughey's 
estate,  under  the  impression  that  the  land  was  a  part  of  such 
estate,  but,  in  consequence  of  a  communication  made  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry,  as  visitor  in  1825,  by  the 
then  Commissioners  of  Charities,  his  lordship  applied  to  the 
guardians  of  Sir  T.  F.  F.  Boughey,  then  a  minor;  and  though 
the  opinion  of  counsel  had  been  taken,  who  advised  the  pay- 
ment of  the  arrears  for  six  years  from  1822,  they  were  ac- 
counted for  from  the  year  181 2,  when  the  late  Sir  John 
Boughey  first  came  into  possession  of  his  moiety  of  the  Bagnall 
estates ;  the  amount  of  these  arrears  up  to  Michaelmas,  1834, 
was  £208  3s.  5id.,  and  of  this  sum,  £195  3s.  2d.,  the  residue 
having  been  paid  for  expenses,  was  applied  under  the  directions 
of  the  late  bishop  towards  the  erecting  of  a  National  School  at 
Shelton.  The  sum  of  £8,  as  one  year's  rent,  due  at  Michael- 
mas, 1835,  was  applied  in  aid  of  the  school  funds,  and  Sir  T. 
Boughey's  agent  consented  to  abide  by  the  directions  of  the 
Bishop  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  with  regard  to  the  Bucceeding 
years'  rent. 
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HANLEY. 

There  is  a  house  in  Hanley  supposed  to  have  been  built  or 
purchased  many  years  ago  by  a  Mr.  Adams^  and  Mr.  Taylor,  of 
the  Old  Hall,  Hanley,  for  the  purpose  of  a  free  school.     It  was 
occupied  by  Peter  Tock,  an  old  man  aged  86,  who  was  put  in* 
possession  of  it  about  70  years  ago,  on  the  recommendation 
of  some  of  the  principal  parishioners,  and  he  kept  a  school 
there  for  many  years.     The  previous  occupier,  one  Gill,  had 
also  kept  school  there,  and  Took  gave  him  a  consideration  of 
£15  for  giving  up  the  possession.     For  some  year^  after  Took 
began  to  keep  this  school,  he  received  from  some  persons  of 
the  name  of  Adams,  of  Newcastle,  a  salary  of  £6  a-year,  in 
consideration  of  which  he  admitted  ten  free  scholars  into  ihe 
school.      This  payment  was  last  made  by  Mr.  Joseph  Adams, 
of  Newcastle,  but  he  discontinued  it  about  fifty-five  years  ago. 
Took   kept  on  the  school  for  ten  or  twelve  years  after  the 
salary  was  withdrawn,  but  continued  to  teach  the  free  scholars 
then  in  the  school  gratuitously,  till  they  gradually  went  away- 
He  then  gave  up  the  school,  but  continued  to  reside  in  tjie 
house  rent  free,  and  laid  oat  considerable  sums  in  improving 
and  repairing  the  premises.     Of  the  origin  of  the  payment  of 
£6  a-year  to  the  schoolmaster,  there  is  no  information  to  be 
got.     It  is  supposed  to  have  been  charged  on  some  land  lying 
by  the  road  which  passes  Hanley  windmill.     Mr.  Joseph  Adams 
had  property  in  Hanley,  both  copyhold  and  freehold,  which  he 
sold,  and  it  is  probable  that  he  paid  the  £6  in  respect  of  that 
land,  or  some  part  of  it,  and  when  he  sold  the  land  he  ceased 
to  m^ke  the  payment,  as  being  no  longer  liable  to  it  in  any  of 
his  deeds  or  papers  respecting  this  annuity.      The  copyhold 
land  has  since  been  sold  in  various  small  parcels,  and  exten- 
sively built  upon.      The  freehold  was  purchased  by  Thomas 
Birch,  Esq.,  of  Armitage.     In  the  absence  of  all  documents 
respecting  this  annuity,  there  is  little  probability  of  its  being 
recovered.     With  respect  to  the  school-house,  it  may  still  be 
made  a  means  of  facilitating  the  education  of  the  poor  by 
affording  a  rent-free  residence  for  a  schoolmaster. 
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BUCKNALL. 

BucKNALL  is  in  the  parish  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  one  mile  and  a 
half  east  of  Hanley.  A  person  of  the  name  of  W.  Willett 
died  here  in  1827,  aged  105  years. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

Shallceoss's  Chaeity.— "William  Shallcross,  of  Uttoxeter,  by  will,  dated 
25th  May,  1719,  devised  his  messuage,  house,  tenement,  and  farm  in  Backnall 
and  Eayes  in  the  parish  of  Stoke,  called  Blakeloe,  with  the  lands  thereto  belong- 
ing; and  the  Nether  Ground  in  Bucknall  and  Eaves,  then  divided  into  four 
closes,  called  the  Bidding,  the  Great  Grayley,  the  Little  Grayley,  and  the  Hare 
Meadow ;  and  the  Mill-house,  and  two  srofts  thereunto  adjoining,  in  Bucknall 
and  Eaves;  and  certain  houses  at  Uttoxeter,  which  he  had  in  mortgage  from 
Thomas  Norman,  with  their  appurtenances,  then  in  the  holding  of  three  persons 
therein  mentioned ;  to  George  Buxton,  of  Bradboum  in  Derbyshire,  his  heirs 
and  assigns,  upon  condition  that  he  and  they  should  pay  out  of  the  premises  the 
several  legacies  thereafter  mentioned. 

Among  other  things  he  bequeathed  the  yearly  sum  of  £5  to  be  paid  every  St, 
Thomas's-day,  for  a  teaching  schoolmaster,  for  and  towards  the  teaching  of  12 
poor  children  within  Bucknall  and  Eaves  and  Hilton  Abbey,  and  that  the  child  or 
children  of  Blakeloe,  (if  any,)  to  be  free,  to  read  English,  write  and  cast  accounts, 
provided  that  the  freeholders  in  Bucknall  and  Eaves  should  erect  a  school-house, 
and  build  them  a  seat  in  Bucknall  chapel ;  and  he  appointed  Thomas  Allen,  rector 
of  Stoke,  and  eight  others,  and  their  heirs,  trustees^  and  gave  them  a  power  to 
distrain  for  the  £5  in  case  of  nonpayment. 

John  Tomlinson,  Esq.,  of  CMe  Yille,  in  Stoke,  is  the  proprietor  of  Blakeloe 
Farm,  the  part  of  which  derived  under  Shallcross's  will,  consists  of  a  messuage 
and  64  acres  of  land,  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Ridgway. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  pays  to  the  schoolmaster  d^the  school,  in  Bucknall,  the  rent> 
charge  of  £5,  deducting  6s.  8d.  for  lan^tax.  This  deduction  was  made  before  he 
purchased  the  estate,  which  was  about  30  years  ago ;  and  in  all  the  payments 
charged  thereon  he  has  observed  the  same  rule  of  deduction  which  he  fou^  then 
established. 

In*  consideration  of  this  sum,  the  schoolmaster  teaches  12  poor  children  of 
Bucknall  and  Eaves  to  read,  and  holds  himself  liable  to  teach  the  children 
resident  on  Blakeloe  Farm,  but  this  privilege  is  not  claimed  by  the  present  tenant. 

Shallcross's  will  requires  that  the  12  children  shall  be  taught  to  write  and  cast 
accounts  as  well  as  to  read,  but  the  remuneration  can  now  scarcely  be  considered 
sufficient  for  this  additional  instruction. 

James  Beech,  Esq.,  of  the  Shaw,  near  Cheadle,  and  Thomas  Allen,  Esq.,  of 
Fenton,  in  Stoke,  are  the  trustees  of  this  school ;  but  the  appointment  of  the 
children  is  generally  made  by  Mr.  Samuel  Allen,  parish  derk  for  BucknaU. 
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Pabe's  Gift.— It  is  stated  that  a  Mr.  Pare  left  by  will,  dated  May  18th,  1732, 
to  four  trustees  and  their  heirs,  the  sum  of  £50,  the  interest  of  which  was  to  be 
paid  for  ever  to  the  master  for  the  time  being  of  the  aforesaid  school,  provided  he 
instructed  all  the  children  of  whatsoerer  person  might  be  the  possessor  of  the 
house  the  donor  then  liyed  in,  and  six  other  children  of  Bucknall  liberty,  nomi- 
nated by  the  majority  of  the  trustees. 

It  appears  that  Mr.  Adams,  nephew  of  the  testator,  received  the  £50,  guaran- 
teeing to  the  trustees  the  payment  of  50b.  a-year  out  of  ihe  rent  of  Bucknall, 
called  New  Croft.  Mr.  Adams,  and  his  son  after  him,  paid  the  £2  10s.  a-yeax  to 
the  schoolmaster.  The  grandson,  Mr.  William  Adams  of  Newcastle,  afterwards 
succeeded  to  the  property  of  the  land,  and  continued  for  some  time  to  pay  the 
annuity,  when  finding  that  no  title  could  be  made  to  it  as  a  charge  on  the  land,  he 
discontinued  it,  and  the  land  has  since  been  sold  free  of  incumbrances  to  Mr. 
James  Mare,  of  Bucknall. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  this  payment  was  effectually  charged  on  the  land, 
and  as  there  is  no  trace  of  any  personal  property  from  Adams  the  grandfather,  it 
is  to  be  feared  that  this  gift  must  be  considered  as  irrecoverably  lost. 


BURSLEM. 

BuRSLEM  is  a  popular  market  town^  and  claims  the  name  of 
"Mother  of  the  Potteries/'  it  contains  20,000  inhabitants; 
the  largest  porcelain  manufactory  in  England  is  here,  and  the 
workmanship  is  of  a  superior  order. 

THE  SCHOOL. 
By  a  book  entitled  "  An  Account  of  Receipts  and  Dis- 
bursements in  relation-  to  Burslem  School,''  it  appears,  that  in 
the  year  1749,  a  subscription  was  commenced  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  a  school-house,  and  an  endowment  for  a  school, 
and  for  buying  books  and  other  necessaries  for  instructing 
forty  of  the  poorest  children  in  Burslem  to  read  English,  write, 

and  cast  accounts,  upon  which  occasion  there  was  given  by — 

£    8.  d. 

John  Bourne,  of  Newcastle 200    0    0 

Mrs.  Egcrton 40  0  0 

Ditto  by  will ,..  20  0  0 

John  Richards,  of  Newcastle 20  0  0 

Thomas  and  John  Wedgwood 50  0  0 

Richard  Cartwright  by  will 20  0  0 

And  divers  sumg  by  other  individuals,  amounting  to  about  ...  165  0  0 

Making  in  the  whole  about 515    0    0 
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Out  of  this  subscription  £60  was  laid  out  iti  the  purchase  of 
a  house  in  Burslem,  and  a  seat  in  the  church  there,  which  were 
conveyed  by  John  Cartlitch,  by  indenture  dated  27th  April, 
1748,  to  John  Bourne,  and  were  conveyed  by  John  Bourne,  by 
indenture  enrolled  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  dated  29th 
July,  1748,  to  Thomas  Wedgwood  and  five  others,  their  heirs 
and  assigns,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  Spencer,  curate  of  Burslem, 
upon  trust  to  permit  the  same  to  be  used  for  an  English  school- 
master to  live  in,  and  a  school  for  the  teaching  such  a  number 
of  poor  children  of  the  parish  as  should  be  fixed  upon  by  the 
trustees  of  the  charity  school  then  about  to  be  established  in 
Burslem,  to  read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts. 

The  further  sum  of  £250  was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a 
messuage  at  Ipstones  Edge,  in  the  parish  of  Ipstones,  and 
several  parcels  of  land,  containing  in  the  whole  2 7  statute  acres, 
more  or  less,  with  the  tithes  arising  thereon,  and  the  appur- 
tenances, which  estate  was  conveyed  by  Charles  Femyhough, 
by  indenture  dated  26th  March,  1751,  to  John  Bourne  and  nine 
others,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust  to  pay  so  much  of 
the  rents  as  they  should  think  proper  to  the  schoolmaster,  and 
to  buy  books  and  paper,  and  upon  further  trust  to  convey  to 
new  trustees  when  the  number  should  be  reduced  to  three. 

The  rest  of  the  subscription  appeal's  to  have  been  laid  out 
in  building  and  other  expenses. 

On  the  25th  December,  1753,  the  following  resolutions 
were  drawn  up  by  the  trustees : — 

"  That  the  rent  of  the  estate  at  Ipstones  Edge  should  always  be  paid  to  some 
of  the  trustees,  and  that  so  much  theveof,  as  the  mt^oT  part  of  the  trustees 
should  think  proper,  should  be  paid  to  a  master  for  teaching  forty  of  the  poorest 
children  liring  in  the  parish  of  Burslem,  viz.,  about  thirty  boys  and  ten  gizis,  to 
read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  until  they  should  be  qualified  for  a  tiada 
or  other  business ;  the  said  children  to  be  appointed  by  the  minority  of  the 
trustees,  and  displaced  by  them,  either  for  any  misdemeanor  or  not  duly  attending 
the  school. 

"  That  the  rent  of  the  house  adjoining  the  school  should  be  received  by  the 
trustees,  and  applied  in  buying  books  for  the  chddren,  paper,  quiUs  and  ink  for 
such  as  should  write,  coals,  and  repairs,  or  for  the  improvement  of  the  trust 
estate,  and  that  the  master  should  repair  the  windows  of  the  school. 

"That  the  master  should  be  chosen  or  displaced  by  fiie  majority  of  the 
trustees ;  that  for  his  encouragement  he  should  be  allowed,  above  the  children  on 


BU9SLEM    FREE    SCHOOL.  509 

the  foundation,  ten  more  of  the  better  people's  children,  to  be  admitted  by  the 
trustees,  for  whom  their  parents  should  pay  2s.  6d.  a-quarter;  but  that  the 
master  should  not  exceed  the  number  of  ten  supernumeraries  on  any  pretence. 

"  That  the  children  should  not  be  put  into  the  school  too  small,  nor  until  they 
should  know  their  letters  and  should  be  able  to  spell  tolerably. 

"  That  as  it  was  only  an  English  school,  the  master  should  not  take  out  a 
license. 

"  That  whenever  the  number  of  trustees  should  be  reduced  to  three,  the 
survivors  should  elect  others  of  the  parish  of  Burslem,  or  having  property 
therein. 

"  That  the  master  should  keep  a  list  of  the  children,  and  acquaint  three  of  the 
trustees  whenever  there  should  be  a  vacancy. 

'*  That  the  old  master  should  be  allowed  to  teach  for  his  own  benefit,  from 
Newcastle  Old  Market  to  the  New,  any  persons  to  write,  and  cast  accounts,  but 
not  at  any  other  time  without  leave  of  the  trustees. 

"  That  the  master  should  take  care  that  such  of  the  children  whose  parents 
should  be  of  the  Church  of  England,  should  attend  divine  worship  on  Sundays, 
and  that  he  should  instruct  them  in  the  church  catechism." 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release  dated  23rd  and  24tli 
June,  1823,  William  Wedgwood,  the  grandson  and  heir-at-law 
of  the  last  surviving  trustee,  conveyed  the  estate  at  Ipstones 
and  the  school-house,  the  former  to  John  Davenport,  Thomas 
Heath,  Thomas  Godwin,  John  Cornice  and  Enoch  Wood  the 
younger,  all  of  Burslem,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  the  use  of 
themselves  and  William  Wedgwood,  upon  the  trusts  declared 
in  the  indenture,  dated  26th  March,  1751,  and  the  latter  to 
John  Brettell,  John  Riley,  Richard  Riley,  Joseph  Machin, 
Edward  Wood,  and  Ralph  Stevenson,  all  of  Burslem,  and  the 
Rev.  Edward  Whieldon,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  the  trusts 
declared  in  the  indenture  of  29th  July,  1 748. 

The  estate  at  Ipstones  consists  of  a  farm-house  and  26 
acres  of  land,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Harrison,  as 
yearly  tenant,  to  whom  it  was  let  in  1823,  by  auction,  at  the 
rent  of  £22  10s. 

The  school  premises  consist  of  a  school-room  and  a  dwelling- 
house.  There  is  also  a  small  court  behind,  and  a  cellar  under 
the  school. 

Previous  to  1823,  the  school  buildings  had  fallen  much  into 
ruin.  The  schoolmaster  was  very  old  and  had  become  quite 
incompetent  for  the  office.      There  were   no    trustees,    and 
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no  free  scholars  appointed.  These  circumstances  were  then 
taken  into  consideration  by  several  of  the  inhabitants^  and  it 
was  resolved  to  have  the  trusts  renewed  and  the  charity 
re-established. 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  new  trustees  were  appointed, 
and  the  trust  estates  were  conveyed  to  them  by  the  heir  of  the 
last  survivor,  as  above-mentioned;  the  school  premises  were 
put  into  good  repair,  and  several  improvements  made  at  an 
expense  of  about  £160.  A  new  master  was  also  appointed  in 
November,  1823,  by  the  two  sets  of  trustees,  upon  these  terms 
— that  his  salary,  which  was  fixed  at  £24  per  annum,  was  not 
to  commence  until  the  debt  which  had  been  incurred  in  altering 
and  repairing  the  school  promises,  and  all  other  demands  on 
the  charity,  should  be  discharged,  and  that  in  the  interim  the 
trustees  would  not  require  him  to  pay  rent  for  the  house.  And 
it  was  afterwards,  on  the  23rd  February,  1824,  resolved  at  a 
meeting  of  the  trustees,  that  the  parents  of  children  taught  as 
free  scholars,  should  pay  to  the  master  5s.  per  annum  for 
books,  pens,  ink,  and  paper,  &c. ;  that  the  master  should  find 
coals  at  his  own  cost,  and  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  educate  j 

thirty  pupils,  and  his  wife  twenty  girls,  in  addition  to  the  free 
scholars. 

This  school  is  now  shut  up,  and  has  been  so  for  two  years. 
The  gross  income  is  a  little  under  £S0  per  annum,  and  the 
master's  house,  and  therefore  falls  under  the  County  Court 
jurisdiction.  The  following  is  the  last  proceeding  that  took  place, 
viz.,  the  appointment  of  new  trustees,  but  no  meeting  has  yet 
taken  place  to  re-establish  the  school.  The  trustees  intend  to 
build  new  premises,  as  the  present  are  in  a  very  dilapidated 
state. 

The  Burslem  Free  School.— At  the  Burslem  County  Court,  Sir  W.  B. 
Hiddell,  Judge,  completed  the  appointment  of  new  trustees  to  this  charity,  by 
adopting  the  names  handed  in  at  the  last  court  by  Mr.  Sutton,  from  the  "first 
list,"  and  by  Mr.  Heaton  from  the  "town's  list,"  which  were  those  of  Messrs.  E. 
T.  Wedgwood  Wood,  G.  F.  Bowers,  and  W.  E.  Twigg,  from  the  first  list :  and 
Messrs.  James  Macintyre,  Richard  Sefton,  and  W.  Ford.  Mr.  Sutton  said  his 
clients  (the  old  trustees)were  dissatisfied  at  the  proposition  of  his  Honour  at  the 
last  court,  which  he  understood  to  mean,  that  the  old  trustees  should  make  a  sub- 
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scription  to  pay  the  costs  incurred  by  the  application.  His  Honour  said  he 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  general  subscription  in  the  town  to  pay  the  costs, 
and  he  did  so  because  he  thought  that  the  funds  of  the  charity  were  not  sufficient 
to  pay  the  expenses,  especially  as  it  had  been  shut  up  a  long  time  on  account  of 
its  funds  being  in  a  very  low  state.  It  would  be  a  serious  inconvenience  if  the 
funds  of  the  school  were  to  be  used  to  pay  the  expenses  of  that  application ;  and 
the  same  objection  would  hold  against  borrowing  money  for  that  purpose 
and  entailing  a  permanent  charge  on  the  society.  The  expenses  could  not  be 
very  great,  and  he  really  thooght  that  in  a  town  like  Burslem,  where  there 
appeared  to  him  to  prevail  so  much  liberality,  and  where  a  hundred  years  ago  he 
found  that  gentlemen  came  forward  with  large  contributions  to  found  and  endow 
the  school,  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  subscriptions  to  pay  those 
expenses.  He  would  allow  the  matter  to  stand  over  for  a  month,  in  order  that 
the  parties  concerned  might  have  an  opportunity  of  adopting  some  means  which 
would  save  him  the  necessity  of  directing  the  costs  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  charity.  Mr.  Sutton  said  the  Burslem  gentlemen  were  very  liberal  when  they 
were  all  agreed,  but  in  the  present  case  there  prevailed  a  great  difference  of 
opinion.  His  Honour  thought  then  the  best  course  would  be,  for  the  party  on 
each  side  to  pay  their  own  costs ;  he  supposed  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
that.  Mr.  Sutton  replied  tliat  his  clients  had  no  objection  to  contribute  to  any 
fund  for  paying  the  costs,  and  he  hoped  his  Honour's  suggestion  would  be  success- 
fully carried  ont.  The  following  is  the  complete  list  of  the  new  trustees: — 
Messrs.  W.  Davenport,  George  Baker,  Daniel  Ball,  John  Ward,  Thomas 
Whittingham,  Bichard  Bonghton,  Isaac  Hitchen,  E.  T.  W.  Wood,  G.  F.  Bowers, 
W.  £.  Twigg,  James  Madntyre,  Bichard  Sefton,  and  W.  Ford  ;  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
Armstrong,  D.D.,  and  the  B«v.  P.  B.  Ellis. 

Charities. — John  Colclough,  £5  per  annum  out  of  two 
fields  called  Cow  Hayes,  and  Eye  Field,  for  poor  householders, 
in  twenty  penny  wheaten  loaves  every  Sunday,  and  the 
remainder  to  the  same  in  money  on  the  2nd  February. — B. 
Cartwright  £20,  interest  thereof  in  bread  quarterly  to  the  poor. 


COBRIDGE  SCHOOL. 
There  is  no  endowment  for  a  school  in  this  hamlet ;  but 
about  the  year  1766,  a  building  was  erected  there  by  subscrip- 
tion, consisting  of  a  school,  sufficient  to  accommodate  120 
scholars  (who  pay  2d.  to  6d  per  week  each),  and  two  dwelling- 
rooms  below;  it  was  repaired  in  1821,  ac*  an  expense  of  £30. 
It  is  not  knowD  how  the  land  on  which  the  school  was  built 
was  acquired.  It  is  stated,  however,  that  the  premises  were 
conveyed  to  trustees. 
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BETLEY. 

Betley  is  a  pleasant  town  of  one  street,  on  the  Nantwich  road, 
and  seven  miles  west  of  Newcastle,  it  contains  1,480  acres  of 
land,  and  about  1,000  inhabitants. 

Maby  Lea's  Charity. — It  appears  from  an  inscription  on  a 
tablet  in  the  church,  that  Mary  Lea  gave  by  deed  an  annual 
rent-charge  of  £4;  40s.  thereof  to  be  laid  out  in  bread  for 
poor  widows,  and  40s.  to  keep  ten  poor  children  at  school ;  and 
that  she  left  by  will  £30,  the  interest  to  be  laid  out  annually  in 
clothing  for  the  poor.  Of  the  rent -charge,  40s.  is  paid  by  Mr. 
James  Shufflebotham,  in  respect  of  a  croft  in  the  parish  of 
Betley,  called  the  Kiln  Croft.  The  other  40s.  is  paid  in  respect 
of  about  an  acre  of  land,  with  a  house  upon  it,  in  Betley ;  it  is 
divided  from  the  former  land  by  the  turupike  road.  A  baker 
in  Betley  supplies  nine  penny  loaves  every  Sunday  morning, 
which  are  given  away  in  the  church ;  he  receives  £2,  which  is 
Is.  more  than  the  cost  of  the  bread,  for  which  a  shilling  loaf  is 
made  and  given  away.  The  other  £2  is  paid  to  a  schoolmaster 
for  teaching  ten  poor  children  to  read,  and  also  to  write  if  they 
can  profide  themselves  with  writing  materials.  The  children 
are  appointed  by  the  churchwardens,  and  are  selected  from 
among  the  poorest  of  the  parishioners.  It  is  not  known  what 
was  done  with  the  £30  left  by  Mary  Lea ;  but  the  interest  of 
this  sum,  being  30s.,  as  well  as  that  of  the  two  other  small 
charities  next  mentioned,  are  paid  out  of  the  church  levies. 
It  is  therefore  to  be  conjectured  that  this  and  those  other 
benefactions,  as  well  as  Cope's  money,  were  laid  out  in  the 
improvements  of  the  church,  or  other  disbursements  of  the 
churchwardens'  account.  This  gift  is  allotted  in  certain 
portions  to  poor  widows  of  the  parish  or  others,  generaUy 
about  5s.  a  piece,  but  varying  according  to  the  number  of 
applications ;  they  receive  the  amount  in  articles  of  clothing  at 
a  shop  in  the  village,  the  churchwardens  or  the  minister 
superintending  the  distribution. 
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Marmadcks  Jolley's  Charity. — It  is  stated  on  the  church 
tablet  that  Marmaduke  Jolley  left^  in  1723^  £10^  the  interest  to 
be  distributed  to  the  poor ;  also  £10  to  the  school  of  Betley, 
the  interest  to  be  applied  to  the  teaching  poor  children  of 
Betley^  and  which  were  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers.  20s.  are  paid  out  of  the  church  levies 
in  respect  of  these  gifts ;  10s.  to  the  schoolmaster^  and  10s.  to 
the  poor  in  bread.  The  latter  is  given  away  with  Cope's  breads 
5s.  worth  on  each  day  of  distribution. 

School  Land. — ^There  is  a  piece  of  land  in  Betley  belonging 
to  the  free  school^  about  two  acres  in  size^  called  the  Park 
Croft.  No  one  knows  whence  the  property  of  this  was  derived. 
It  is  occupied  at  the  rent  of  £4^  which  appears  to  be  its  fair 
value.  The  £4  a-year  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster^  and  this^ 
together  with  Mary  Lea's  and  JoUey's  benefactions^  forms  the 
whole  endowment  of  the  school.  The  school  was  formerly 
kept  in  a  room  under  the  same  roof  with  the  minister's  house ; 
but  that  house  having  been  pulled  down  and  re-built^  a  new 
school  was  re-built,  partly  by  subscription,  in  1826.  It  also 
has  four  acres  of  land,  let  at  £4  per  annum.  The  school  is 
conducted  as  a  National  one,  by  Mr.  James  Edwards,  and  the 
parochial  library  is  kept  in  it.  It  appears  from  the  benefaction 
table,  that  one  Richard  Steele  formerly  gave  £10  towards 
building  a  school-house,  '^  which  was  done."  Notbaig  further 
is  known  about  it. 

Charities. — ^In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Wm.  Palmer,  in 
1764,  left  four  guineas  for  apprentice  fees.  This  should  be  much 
more,  the  property  having  been  let  on  a  long  lease  of  200  years, 
which  is  illegal. — J.  Cope  (1792),  B.  Gorton,  and  Wm.  Abnet, 
10s.  each  per  annum  for  the  poor. 


WOLSTANTON. 


WoLSTANTON  is  a  large  village,  one  and  a  half  miles  north  of 
Newcastle.  The  parish  embraces  11,000  acres  of  land,  and 
contains  20,000  inhabitants. 


WOLSTANTON   CiTARlTJES.  614 

* 

Thursfield  township  is  in  this  parish  (559  acres,  and  500 
people) .  In  the  churchyard  is  a  tomb  to  the  memory  of  James 
Brindley,  the  engineer,  who  formed  the  Duke's  and  the  Trent 
and  Mersey  Canals. 

Db.  Hulme's  Charities. 

1.  School  at  Thursfield— Apprentice  Monet— Minister. — ^Dr.  Robert 
Hulme,  by  his  will,  dated  5th  August,  170S,  devised  his  estate  in  Oddrode  to  his 
wife  for  life,  subject  to  the  payment  of  10s.  a-year  to  the  preaching  minister  at 
New  Chapel,  for  a  sermon  on  the  day  of  the  testator's  death ;  and  he  devised  £5 
a-year,  after  his  wife's  decease,  out  of  the  rents  of  the  estate,  to  be  paid  to  the 
wardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  New  Chapel,  by  half-yearly  payments  at 
Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  to  be  by  them  employed  in  setting  out  and  binding 
one  or  two  poor  boys,  inhabitants  of  New  Chapel,  to  be  appointed  by  the  principal 
inhabitants,  to  be  apprentices;  and  the  sum  of  20s.  yearly  to  the  preadiing 
minister  of  New  Chapel ;  and  he  gave  to  the  schoolmaster  of  New  Chapel  that 
should  teach  a  grammar  school,  not  exercising  any  of  the  functions  of  a  parson, 
vicar,  curate,  or  clerk,  all  the  residue  of  the  clear  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the 
premises,  for  the  teaching  of  so  many  poor  boys  at  New  Chapel  as  the  inhabitants 
or  the  major  part  of  them  should  appoint,  so  as  the  same  should  not  exceed  18  in 
number;  and  he  appointed  William  Bourn  and  seven  others  trustees  of  the 
bequest. 

The  trustees  named  in  Dr.  Hulme's  will  having  all  died  without  the  appoint- 
ment of  any  others,  the  trusts  of  this  charity  devolved  on  Admiral  Smith  Child, 
as  heir  at  law  of  the  sorvivor.  Admiral  Child  died  in  January,  1813,  and  by  his 
will,  bearingi^te  the  24th  January,  1812,  devised  all  the  estates  whereof  he  waa 
seised,  or  possessed  as  trustee  for  others,  to  Margaret  Child  his  wife,  Smith  Child 
his  son,  and  William  Clowes,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  upon  trust  to  convey,  order 
and  direct  such  estates,  to  such  persons  and  for  such  uses  as  he  the  testator 
would  have  been  bound  to  convey  and  dispose  of  the  same  to. 

The  property  derived  under  Hulme's  will  consists  of  the  following  parti- 
culars:— 

1.— A  messuage  and  lands  at  Oddrode,  in  Cheshire,  containing  by  estimation 
34a.  2b.  statute  measure,  formerly  let  on  lease  to  Eandle  Wilbraham,  Esq.,  for 
28  years,  from  Lady-day,  1806,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £55  dear  of  all  taxes ;  in 
which  lease  there  was  a  reservation  of  all  timber  and  other  trees,  with  liberty  to 
cut  and  carry  away  the  same :  and  also  of  all  mines,  minerals,  salt  springs,  delphs 
and  quarries,  with  liberty  to  sink  for,  take  and  carry  away  the  same ;  and  also  to 
dig  for  and  take  and  carry  away  marl,  clay,  gravel,  and  sand  from  such  of  the 
fields  as  adjoin  the  canal ;  and  to  make  bricks  on  the  premises,  for  the  sole  use 
thereof,  in  the  last  three  years  of  the  term. 

Mr.  Wilbraham  laid  out  about  £400  in  buildings  upon  tiiis  property. 
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2. — A  part  of  the  land  belonging  to  this  estate  vas  taken  by  the  company  of 
proprietors  of  the  navigation  from  the  Trent  to  the  Mersey,  for  the  purpose  of 
the  canal  and  towing-path,  for  whicli  they  pay  an  annual  rent  of  £15  3s.,  such 
land  haying  been  taken,  and  the  rent  assessed,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
act  of  Parliament  establishing  the  company. 

3. — Under  the  reservation  in  the  lease  to  Mr.  Wilbraham,  a  sand-pit  upon  the 
estate  was  let  to  Aaron  Sant,  of  Burslem,  upon  a  lease,  which  expired  at  Lady- 
day,  1S24,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £20. 

4. — There  is  also  a  sum  of  £3  14fl.  a-year,  long  annuity,  belonging  to  the  trust, 
arising  from  investments  of  the  rent  of  the  sand-pit,  and  of  a  sum  of  £16  12s.  6d. 
received  from  Mr.  Wilbraham,  for  some  timber  cut  by  him  for  the  buildings  on 
%he  premises. 

The  application  of  these  funds  is  as  follows  :— 

£5  a-year  paid  by  Mr.  Recce  of  Oddrode,  agent  to  Mr.  Wilbraham,  to  the 
chapelwarden  of  Thursfield,  and  is  applied  in  apprenticing  poor  children  of  the 
north  side  of  the  parish,  which,  as  before  stated,  forms  the  chapelry  of  Thursfield 
or  New  Chapel.  If  they  are  iq>prenticed  out  of  the  'parish,  a  premium  of  £5  is 
given  with  each;  if  within  the  parish,  £2  10s.  The  premiums  are  generally 
disposed  of  within  the  year. 

The  30s.  yearly  is  paid  to  the  Rev.  J.  Forshaw,  minister  of  the  chapel  at 
Thursfield. 

The  rest  of  the  rent,  amounting,  after  the  deduction  of  a  chief  rent  of  98.,  to 
£48  Is.,  which,  with  the  navigation  rent,  the  rent  of  the  sand-pit,  and  the  long 
annuity,  for  the  residuary  fund,  form  the  school  at  New  Chapel. 

The  rent  of  the  estate,  and  the  navigation  £15  3s.,  making  together  £70  10s.  7d. 
are  paid  over  half-yearly  to  the  Rev.  J.  SutcMe,  the  schoolmaster  at  Thursfield. 

The  rent  of  the  sand-pit  and  the  timber  money,  with  the  dividends  of  the  long 
annuity,  were  retained  by  the  trustees  as  an  accumulating  fund,  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  or  building  a  house  for  the  residence  of  the  schoolmaster,  which  it 
is  thought  can  be  effected  for  £250  or  £300. 

The  fund  proposed  to  be  thus  applied  consisted  of  the  value  of  the  long 
annuity,  a  balance  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ward  of  £47  Os.  3d.,  and  an  arrear  of 
the  sand-pit  rent  for  2|  years  to  Lady-day,  1824,  amounting  to  £50.  Upon  the 
inspection  of  the  accounts,  it  appeared  that,  from  1819,  there  had  been  received 
for  rent  of  the  sand-pit  and  dividends  on  long  annuity,  £78  IQs.,  and  expended 
for  a  power  of  attorney  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock,  and  for  the  charges  of 
preparing  a  memorial  of  the  charity  to  be  registered,  £4  9s.  9d.,  leaving  the 
above-mentioned  balance. 

Besides  the  above  payment  from  the  rent  of  this  estate,  the  schoolmaster 
receives  £1 10s.  a  year  from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Joseph  Bpume,  for  the  teaching  two 
additional  children. 

The  master  receives  into  the  school  twenty  free  scholars,  the  sons  of  poor 
persons  in  the  north  side  of  the  parish,  appointed  by  the  minister  and  chapel- 
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wardens,  eighteen  on  Hulme's  foundation,  and  two  on  Boome's.  They  are 
taught  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  book-keeping,  mensniation,  and,  if  they 
remain  long  enough  in  the  school,  the  rudiments  of  Latin.  In  general  they  are 
sent  to  the  school  when  very  young,  and  are  taken  away  about  the  age  of  twelve 
or  thirteen,  to  be  put  to  work. 

By  the  assistance  of  Chancery,  a  new  order  was  made^  dated 
15th  Jan.,  1859,  whereby  the  following  gentlemen  were  made 
trustees : — R.  Sneyd,  Esq.,  Keele  Hall ;  C.  B.  Lawton,  Esq., 
Lawton ;  R.  Wilbraham,  Esq.,  Ramsden  Hall ;  H.  H.  William- 
son, Esq,,  Greenway  bank ;  J.  Bateman,  Esq.,  Biddulph  *,  N.  P. 
Wood,  Esq.,  Bignall ;  H.  Meir,  Esq.,  Tunstall.  The  clerk  to 
the  trust  is  Mr.  T.  Forshaw,  of  Newciistle.  The  amounts  up  to 
31st  December,  1858,  which  are  dated  7th  June,  1859,  are  as 

follows : — 

£    8.  d. 

Apprenticeship  fees 10    0  0 

Ministers' fees 1  10  0 

Rev.  J.  Sutcliffe,  master 70  10  7 

Ditto,                   ditto  72    6  7 

Solicitors'  charges  8  11  6 

Balance  in  hand  68    6  4 

£221  5    0 
Charity. — Queen  Elizabeth  (1657),  SOs.  per  ann.  in  bread 
to  the  poor. 


MADELEY. 

Madeley  is  four  miles  west  of  Newcastle.  The  parish  contains 
6010  acres,  and  about  1500  inhabitants.  Great  Madeley  is  five 
miles  from  Newcastle,  and  contains  many  weU-built  houses^  on 
one  of  which  is  an  inscription,  "  16 — ^Walk  knave,  what  look'st 
at — 47.^^  At  Little  Madeley  the  manor-house  (where  the  Hon. 
Miss  Crewe  resides),  there  are  four  miles  of  walks  through  the 
pleasure  grounds  around  it.  The  Offley  Family  have  been  great 
benefactors  of  this  place,  and  the  above-named  Lady  has  erected 
a  Caen  stone  monument  33  feet  high^  to  the  memory  of  her 
benevolent  aunt,  and  also  has  divided  three  acres  of  land 
amongst  twenty  poor  people  for  the  same  reason. 


I 

i 
I 
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SIR  JOHN  OFPLEY'S  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Sir  John  Offley,  knight,  by  his  will,  dated  the  4th  October,  1645,  directed 
that  his  executors  should,  forthwith  after  his  decease,  erect  two  convenient 
school-houses  of  stone,  within  Great  Madeley,  in  the  county  of  StafiEbrd,  in  a 
place  there  called  the  Parsonage  Yard,  with  a  substantial  stone  wall,  after  the 
manner  of  a  court-yard,  before  the  school-houses  towards  the  King's  highway, 
with  a  wall  or  partition  in  the  middle  to  divide  them ;  viz.,  one  school-house  for 
the  teaching  of  boys  English,  Latin,  and  to  write  and  cast  accounts,  and  the 
other  for  the  teaching  of  girls  to  read  English,  and  to  work  all  kinds  of  needle- 
work, (setting  forth  dimensions  and  other  particulars  of  the  schools) ;  and  for  the 
erecting  and  finishing  of  both  the  school-houses,  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £100 
or  £120,  or  whatsoever  more  would  do  and  finish  the  same  in  the  manner  therein 
mentioned,  at  the  discretion  of  his  executors ;  he  also  directed  that  his  next  heir 
should  assure  and  settle  threescore  pounds  a-year,  to  be  issuing  and  payable  out 
of  Upper  Thomall,  and  Nether  Thomall  (or  Thomhill),  lying  in  the  parish  or 
parishes  of  Madeley,  or  in  Audley,  Healey,  Betiey,  or  Onneley,  in  the  county  of 
Stafford,  £30  per  annum  for  the  finding  and  maintaining  of  a  sufficient  school- 
master, for  the  teaching  of  the  boys  in  the  school,  Latin  and  English,  and  to 
write  and  cast  accompt,  and  £10  per  annum  for  a  sufficient  usher,  and  £20  per 
annum  for  the  finding  and  maintaining  a  sufficient  mistress  for  the  teaching  of 
the  girls  to  read  English,  and  to  work  all  kinds  of  needlework  in  the  school,  and 
in  no  other  place ;  and  that  the  lord  or  lady  of  the  manor  of  Madeley,  for  the 
time  being,  should  have  the  sole  election  and  choice,  both  of  the  schoolmaster 
and  schoolmistress,  as  often  as  need  should  require ;  and  that  all  the  boys  and 
girls  m  Madeley,  Onneley,  and  Muccleston  parish  should  be  free  to  come  and  be 
taught  in  the  schools,  without  paying  any  thing  at  all  for  their  schooling  and 
teaching  therein. 

There  is  an  ancient  building  in  Madeley,  containing  two  school-rooms,  erected 
under  this  foundation,  in  which  two  schools  are  kept,  one  for  boys,  the  other  for 
girls.  The  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  are  appointed,  and  their  salaries  paid 
by  Lord  Crewe,  now  lord  of  the  manor  of  Madeley,  and  owner  of  the  lands 
called  Upper  and  Nether  Thomhill.  The  present  Lord  Crewe  has  increased  the 
master's  salary  to  £60,  and  the  mistress's  to  £40  yearly.  The  school  is  now 
conducted  on  the  Madras  system  by  Mr.  John  Jackson ;  no  Latin  is  or  has  been 
for  many  years  taught  in  the  boys'  school. 

All  the  children  of  the  parish  of  Madeley,  and  of  the  township  of  Muccleston, 
whose  parents  wish  it,  are  educated  freely  at  the  school. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Sir  John  Offley  (1645),  erected  ten  almshouses  for  ten  poor 
men  and  women^  and  endowed  them  with  £45  per  annum^  out 
of  some  houses  he  then  owned  in  Leadenhall-street^  London^ 

3o 
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bat  now  the  property  of  E.  Bless,  Esq.,  of  Brandon,  in  Suffolk. 
Lord  Crewe  enlarged  these  almshouses  by  adding  a  story  to 
them.  Sir  John  also  left  £20  per  annum,  for  a  sermon  to  be 
preached  every  Tuesday,  at  Madeley.  It  is  now  preached  on  a 
Sunday  afternoon,  by  consent  of  Lord  Crewe. 

The  Hon.  Mary  Offley  left  the  interest  of  £100  to  the  poor 
for  bread ;  this  is  given  in  four  shillings*  worth  every  alternate 
Sunday  in  the  year,  except  two  near  Christmas. 

Poor's  Land. — ^Various  donors  gave  to  the  poor  properties 
realising  £25  per  annum,  let  on  lease  in  1769,  for  99  years  for 
building,  upon  which  the  Wheat  Sheaf  Inn  now  stands.  This 
is  given  partly  in  clothes,  and  partly  in  money. 

Mr.  Roberts,  vicar  of  Madeley,  left  interest  of  £10 ;  this  is 
added  to  the  above. 

Samuel  Sketch  (1804),  left  the  interest  of  £200  to  the 
organists  of  Madeley  and  Market  Drayton,  and  a  bell  for 
Madeley  Church,  with  £3  per  annum  for  it  to  be  tolled  every 
night  at  nine  o'clock,  as  a  guide  for  travellers  on  the  neigh- 
bouring moors.  He  also  gave  a  chandelier  for  the  church,  and 
a  bell  for  the  free  schools. 


LONGTON. 


LoNGTON  is  at  the  south  extremity  of  the  Potteries,  four  miles 
from  Hanley,  and  belongs  to  the  parish  and  borough  of  Stoke. 
The  ancient  name  of  Longton,  goes  back  so  far  as  the  13th 
century,  when  Ralph- de- Devil  held  it  in  fee  from  the  King,  at 
5s.  yearly,  and  the  rendering  of  castle  guard  for  forty  days. 

SCHOOL  AT  MERE  LANE. 

Allen's  Chamty.— Thomas  Allen,  L.L.D.,  Dean  of  Chester,  by  his  wiH 
bearing  date  4th  March,  1731,  and  proved  at  Lichfield  9th  November,  1733, 
reciting  that  his  mother  Margery  Allen,  deceased,  left  in  his  hands  £100  to  be 
disposed  of  in  charitable  uses  (the  interest  whereof  had  been  by  him  accordingly 
applied,  one  half  thereof  to  the  master  of  the  school  by  him  founded  and  built  at 
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Mere  Lane,  and  the  other  half  thereof  in  the  baying  of  Bishop  Williams's  Exposition 
of  the  Church  Catechism  and  New  Testaments,  given  and  distributed  amongst 
the  poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Stoke-upon-Trent),  willed  that  his  execu- 
tors thereinafter  named  should,  out  of  his  personal  estate,  raise  and  advance  the 
sum  of  £100,  and  invest  the  same  in  the  purchase  of  lands,  as  soon  as  conveniently 
might  be,  to  be  conveyed  to  his  son  Thomas  Allen,  and  his  brother-in-law  Mr. 
John  Fenton,  and  their  heirs,  on  trust  to  pay  and  apply  the  rents  and  profits  of 
such  lands  yearly  for  ever,  in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  one  half  thereof  to 
the  schoolmaster  for  the  time  being  of  the  school  at  Mere  Lane,  and  the  other 
half  thereof  in  the  purchase  of  New  Testaments  or  Bishop  Williams's  Exposi- 
tion of  the  Church  Catechism,  to  be  given  and  distributed  to  and  amongst  the 
poor  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Stoke,  in  such  manner  as  to  his  son  Thomas 
Allen  and  John  Eenton  and  their  heirs  should  seem  meet. 

Upon  the  court  roUs  of  the  manor  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  under  the  date 
of  the  20th  December,  1732,  is  entered  a  surrender  from  John  Poulston  to  the 
Rev.  Thomas  AUcn,  rector  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  and  John  Fenton  the  younger, 
gentleman,  in  fee,  of  a  piece  of  land  situate  in  the  liberty  of  Penkhull,  called 
Honeywall  Meadow  Doles ;  and  at  the  same  court  Thomas  Allen  and  John  Fenton 
were  admitted  thereto. 

No  declaration  of  the  trusts  of  this  surrender  exists,  but  it  appears  that  pay- 
ments were  afterwards  made  by  Mr.  Allen's  family  in  respect  of  this  land, 
conformably  to  the  directions  of  Dean  Allen's  will,  and  there  seems  no  doubt 
that  the  land  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  under  the  will  for  the  purpose  of  the 
charity.  • 

This  piece  of  land  contained  originally  rather  more  than  two  acres,  and  is 
situated  in  the  town  of  Stoke.  In  the  year  1796  the  land  was  cut  through  by 
the  Newcastle  canal,  and  in  1819,  the  Canal  Company  came  to  a  settlement  with 
Thomas  AUen,  Esq.,  of  Fenton  in  Stoke,  the  present  possessor,  for  the  compensa- 
tion due  for  the  land  taken  by  them,  when  they  paid  him  £3  13s.  lid.  in  money, 
and  gave  him  one  share  in  the  canal,  then  valued  at  £40,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
rest  of  his  claim.  This  share  has  hitherto  produced  no  dividend.  The  making 
of  the  canal  left  a  few  perches  of  this  land  on  the  north  north-west  side,  a 
portion  of  which,  containing  87i  square  yards,  was  sold  by  Mr.  Allen  in  1811, 
for  £20  128.  6d.,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Steele,  who  has  erected  houses  and  buildings 
thereon ;  other  part,  containing  130  square  yards,  was  in  the  same  year  exchanged 
by  Mr.  Allen  with  Mr.  Thomas  Minton,  for  an  equal  quantity  of  his  adjoining 
land,  with  a  view  of  rendering  both  properties  more  convenient  in  form.  The 
parcel  thus  received  in  exchange,  together  with  the  remainder  of  the  land  on  the 
north-west  side  of  the  canal,  containing  in  the  whole  270  square  yards,  was  let 
by  Mr.  Allen  for  10s.  6d.  a-year,  to  Samuel  Steele  as  yearly  tenant,  who  built 
thereon  a  shop  and  brewhouse.  That  part  of  the  dose  which  lies  on  the  south- 
east side  of  the  canal,  containing  nearly  two  acres,  was  let  by  Mr.  Allen  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Minton,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £10  10b. 
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It  appsars  from  receipts  in  Mr.  Allen's  possession  down  to  the  year  1777, 

that  the  annual  sum  of  £5  or  five  guineas  was  paid,  one  half  to  the  schoolmaster 

of  a  charity  school  in  Mere  Lane,  and  the  other  half  for  the  purchase  of  books ; 

and  from  the  tradition  in  his  family  he  understands,  that  these  payments  were 

made  in  respect  of  the  land  above-mentioned,  and  that  the  school-room  in  Mere 

Lane,  had  ben  built  by  his  great  grandfather  Dean  Allen.    The  payments  were 

regularly  made  by  his  grandfather,  and  also  by  his  father  till  a  few  years  before  his 

death,  when  he  discontinued  them,  under  the  idea,  as  Mr.  Allen  supposes,  that 

they  were  altogether  voluntary.    For  the  same  reason  Mr.  Allen,  since  he  has 

been  in  possession,  has  not  revived  the  payments,  but  has  applied  the  whole  of  the 

rents  to  his  own  use,  not  having  been  aware  of  the  contents  of  Dean  AUen's 

will.    The  school  seems  to  have  been  discontinued  from  about  the  time  when  Mr. 

Allen's  father  withdrew  the  annual  payment,  and  the  school-house  remained 

vacant,  but  it  was  afterwards  occupied,  by  Mr.  Allen's  permission,  by  a  poor  man 

rent  free. 

There  appears  no  doubt  that  the  charity  was  entitled  to  the  whole  benefit  of  the 
purchase  made  by  Mr.  Dean  Allen's  trustees,  and  that  Mr.  ^Thomas  Allen,  and 
his  hefrs,  are  bound  in  equity  to  set  out  a  full  equivalent  for  the  land  so  purchased, 
and  to  refund  to  the  uses  of  the  charity,  the  whole  of  the  rents  that  they  have 
received  after  he  came  into  possession,  which  was  in  the  year  1789. 

SCHOOL  AT  LANE  END. 

By  indenture,  dated  the  2nd  February,  1760,  between  John  Bourn,  of  New- 
castle-under-Lyme,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  Esq.,  of  the  one  part,  Jeremiah 
Smith,  of  Fenton  in  the  parish  of  Stoke-upon-Trent,  Esq.,  and  eight  others, 
trustees  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  school  and  charity  thereinafter  mentioned,  of 
the  other  part,  reciting  a  demise  by  indenture  bearing  date  the  2nd  of  May,  in  the 
year  1717,  from  Nathaniel  Lane  to  Ralph  Hayne,  in  consideration  of  £60,  of  a 
cottage  or  tenement  with  the  appurtenances,  at  Mear  Heath,  in  the  parish  of 
Stoke-tlpon-Trent,  then  in  the  possession  of  Ralph  Hayne,  and  all  houses,  build- 
ings, &c.,  thereto  belonging,  for  the  term  of  999  years  from  the  date  thereof,  at  the 
rent  of  a  peppercorn ;  and  further  reciting  that  by  several  subsequent  assign- 
ments the  premises  and  the  remainder  of  the  term  were  then  legally  vested  in 
John  Bourne,  who  had  laid  out  a  considerable  sum  of  money  upon  the  premises, 
and  had  lately  leased  the  same  for  the  term  of  21  years,  at  the  dear  yearly  rent 
of  £7 ;  It  was  witnessed,  that  John  Bourne,  for  the  consideration  therein  men- 
tioned, assigned  to  the  trustees,  and  the  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  of 
the  survivor  of  them,  all  the  demised  premises,  with  the  appurtenances,  for  and 
during  all  the  residue  of  the  term  of  999  years,  to  the  uses  and  purposes 
following,  this  is  to  say,  that  they  should  pay  and  apply  the  yearly  rents  and 
profits  thereof  during  the  remainder  of  the  term,  to  a  schoolmaster,  to  teach  30 
or  such  other  number  of  the  poorest  children  thereabout,  in  the  school  at  Lane 
End,  intended  to  be  built  for  that  purpose  by  John  Bourne,  to  read  Englishi 
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write,  cast  accounts,  and  buy  books,  as  the  majority  of  the  trustees  for  the  time 
being  should  &om  time  to  time  nominate  and  appoint ;  and  that  when  and  as 
often  as  any  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  suiriTors  should  choose  one  or  more 
in  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Stoke  nearest  to  the  school,  to  succeed. 

Mr.  Bourne  afterwards  erected  a  small  house  and  school-house,  upon  a  piece 
of  waste  land  at  Lane  End,  which  had  been  conveyed  by  the  Bct.  Obadiah  Lane, 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Longton,  by  deed,  dated  1st  March,  1763,  to  the  trustees 
mentioned  in  the  indenture  of  the  2nd  February,  1760,  in  trust  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  for  the  term  of  500  years  &om  the  date  thereof,  at  the  rent  of  a 
peppercorn. 

Subsequent  assignments  of  the  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  to  new 
trustees  have  taken  place ;  by  one  of  which,  dated  1st  December,  1823,  they 
were  conveyed  to  Thomas  Allen,  John  Smith,  Thomas  Cotterell,  John  Whieldon, 
Richard  Edensor  Heathcote,  Ralph  Bourne,  Charles  Harvey,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Brook,  and  Thomas  Hawe  Parker,  upon  the  trusts  declared  in  the  indenture 
of  1760. 

Previously  to  the  year  1810,  the  premises  granted  by  the  deed  of  1760,  had 
been  held  for  many  years  by  a  succession  of  tenants  at  a  rent  of  £15,  upon  the 
payment  of  which  to  the  schoolmaster,  they  appear  to  have  considered  themselves 
entitled  to  hold  the  lands  independently  of  the  trustees.  The  house  being  in  a 
very  bad  condition,  and  the  premises  evidently  underlet  in  'point  of  value,  the 
trustees  at  the  period  above-mentioned  thought  it  right  to  regain  possession,  and 
let  the  premises  upon  better  terms.  It  became  necessary  for  this  purpose  to 
remove  the  tenant  by  an  action  of  ejectment,  the  cost  of  which  was  about  £63. 
The  estate  was  then  put  up  to  auction,  at  which  Mr.  John  Slater  was  the  highest 
bidder,  and  the  premises  were  consequently  demised  to  him  for  21  years  from 
Lady-day,  1810,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £45,  with  a  covenant  from  the  lessee  to  lay 
out  £300  in  repairing  and  improving  them. 

About  a^year  after  this,  in  consequence  of  a  change  in  Slater's  circumstances, 
it  became  necessary  for  him  to  part  with  the  lease ;  and  Sir  John  Heathcote,  who 
was  one  of  the  trustees,  in  order  to  prevent  the  property  from  falling  into 
improper  hands,  agreed  with  him  to  take  an  assignment  of  the  lease  in  the  name 
of  his  son  Richard  Edensor  Heathcote. 

Slater  whUe  in  possession  laid  out  above  £200  in  pursuance  of  his  covenant, 
and  more  than  the  residue  of  £300  was  expended  by  Sir  John  Heathcote,  in 
repairing,  rebuilding  in  part,  and  improving  the  premises,  and  erecting  on  part  of 
the  ground  two  small  houses.  The  whole  of  the  premises  were  then  let  by  Sir 
John  Heathcote  for  £66  a-year,  viz.,  the  original  building,  now  a  public-house 
called  the  Golden  Lion,  for  £56,  to  Hugh  Tomkinson,  and  the  two  small  houses 
for  £10,  to  a  Mr.  Rnshton.  • 

Sir  John  Heathecote  died  in  October  1822,  and  after  his  death  his  son,  Richard 
Edensor  Heathcote,  Esq.,  thinking  that  if  any  benefit  was  to  be  derived  under 
this  lease,  it  ought  to  belong  to  the  school,  proposed  to  the  trustees  to  surrender 
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it  on  being  exonerated  from  any  payments  which  might  be  claimed  as  dae  on 
account  thereof  daring  his  father's  life.  The  trustees  having  taken  this  proposal 
into  consideration,  conceived  that  it  would  be  advantageous  for  the  charity  to 
accept  it,  and  Mr.  Hcathcote  accordingly  surrendered  the  lease  to  the  trustees 
by  deed  poll,  dated  29th  September  1S23,  vhich  contains  an  indemnity  from  the 
trustees  to  Mr.  Heathecote  and  Slater,  against  the  payment  of  any  sums  of  money 
then  due  or  thereafter  to  become  due  for  rent,  or  upon  any  other  account  in 
respect  of  the  premises. 

Upon  examining  an  account  of  monies  expended  by  Sir  John  Heathoote,  in 
respect  of  the  premises  and  school,  the  following  appears  to  be  the  result : — 

£    8.  d. 

That  there  was  due  from  Sir  John  Ileathcote,  for  rent  for  >     ^^7  i  a    a 
13i  years,  at  £-15 j     ^07  10    0 

That  he  had  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  211    0    0    • 

And  on  account  of  the  trustees  for  projierty-tax, 
insurance,  law  charges  for  the    ejectment,  [     131    6    5 


IX,) 

it,^ 
•••  • 


342    6 

5 

265    3 

7 

178  16 

1 

books  for  the  school,  and  other  small  items 


That  he  had  expended  on  the  premises  beyond  the  £300,  and  ) 
exclusively  oi  some  bills  for  bricks^  carriage  and  painting,  V 
the  accounts  for  which  cannot  be  found ) 

Leaving  a  balance  of 86    7    6 

It  is  supposed  that  the  charges  of  which  the  accounts  have  not  been  discovered 
would  be  sufficient  to  exhaust  this  balance. 

It  is  to  be  observed  on  this  statement,  that  Sir  John  Heathoote  is  only  debited 
with  the  rent  of  £4:5,  reserved  on  the  lease  to  Slater,  whereas  for  part  of  the 
time  during  which  he  held  the  lease  he  received  £66.  But  in  equity  a  trustee 
would  be  required  to  account  for  the  whole  of  the  dear  profits  of  the  trust  estate, 
allowance  being  made  to  him  for  the  money  which  he  may  have  expended  in  im- 
proving the  property,  with  interest  upon  such  part  thereof  as  from  time  to  time 
remained  unsatisfied  by  his  receipts. 

This  endowment  is  now  grafted  to  the  St.  John's  National  School,  which  was 
built  in  1824 ;  there  are  about  300  scholars  in  it,  about  80  of  whom  are  taught 
free  in  return  for  the  endowment.  The  other  National  School  (St.  James's)  was 
built  in  1836,  and  is  attended  by  about  200  children,  25  of  whom  are  taught  free 
because  of  the  benevolence  of  the  late  Dean  Woodhouse,  who  left  about  £1000 
towards  its  support. 

Charities. — Thomas  Finney  (1761),  £3  per  annum  to  the 
poorest  widows  of  Stoke. — Robert  Whilton  (1727),  208.  per 
annum,  for  bread  for  the  poor  of  Stoke  and  Bucknall,  on  24th 
December  and  June. — Robert  Bagnall,  £5  per  annum,  for  bread 
and  money  gifts,  for  the  poor  of  the  five  townships  at  Christmas. 
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K  I  N  G  S  L  E  Y  . 


KiNOSLET  is  an  irregnlar  village^  three   miles  from  Cheadle^ 
with  5,290  acres  of  land,  and  1,600  people. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

John  Stubbs,  of  the  Shaw,  in  the  parish  of  Kingsley, 
gentleman,  by  will,  bearing  date  9th  November,  1703,  gave  to 
Kingsley  parish  for  to  be  a  free  school  for  ever,  all  that  mes- 
suage and  lands  in  Foxt,  in  the  possession  of  Michael  Eaton ; 
and  all  that  messnage  and  lands  in  the  possession  of  Thomas 
Johnson,  and  in  the  parish  of  Cheadle ;  and  one  greatest  part 
of  a  messuage  and  bam  in  the  possession  of  Widow  Bostock,  in 
Cheadle  parish,  or  Ejngsley  ;  and  for  feoffees  and  trustees  he 
left  for  these  lands  for  a  free  school  always,  the  rector  of 
Kingsley,  John  Beech,  his  executor,  Nathaniel  Philips,  Thomas 
Bayley,  John  Hill,  his  sons-in-law,  Ann  Stubbs,  and  their 
several  heirs  for  ever. 

Upon  this  foundation  a  free  school  was  established,  and  is 
still  carried  on  in  the  parish  of  Kingsley.  The  trusts  of  the 
charity  appear  to  have  eventually  centered  in  John  Beech,  of 
the  Shaw,  the  grandson  and  executor  of  the  testator  and  his 
representatives,  who  acted  as  the  sole  trustees  till  the  year 
1818.  At  that  period  the  school  had  fallen  much  into  decay. 
The  property  belonging  to  the  charity  is  as  follows  : — 

1. — A  messaage  with  oaiboildings,  and  land,  containing  16  acres  25  perches, 
including  fonr  or  five  acres  of  woodland,  situate  at  Poxt,  in  the  parish  of 
Kingsley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Pegg,  as  yearly  tenant,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  £23.  This  rent  commenced  sometime  prior  to  1810.  The  previous  rent 
appears  to  have  been  £13 10s.  which  had  been  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and  after 
the  rent  was  raised,  he  continued  to  receive  that  sum  from  the  tenant,  the 
additional  rent  being  paid  to  Mr.  Beech,  and  carried  to  the  general  account  of  the 
charity.    The  land  is  poor  and  destitute  of  water. 
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There  is  coal  under  part  of  this  land,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  no  eligible 
opportunity  of  disposing  of  it.  There  is  also  a  good  deal  of  growing  timber  in 
the  Woodland. 

3. — A  messuage  and  premises  at  Kingsley  Holt,  in  the  parish  of  Cheadle, 
and  about  an  acre  and  a  half  of  land,  held  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £5  IQs.  It  is  a 
ver^r  old  house,  in  bad  condition,  and  incapable  of  being  effectoally  repaired;  the 
rent  appears  sufficient. 

3. — A  small  allotment  made  on  the  inclosure  of  Cheadle  common,  in  respect 
of  common  right  belonging  to  the  last-mentioned  premises.  It  is  let  for  is. 
a-year.    It  is  uninclosed,  and  of  very  little  value. 

4<. — Another  small  allotment  in  Ipstones  parish,  made  under  the  Ipstones 
inclosure,  in  respect  of  the  property  at  Foxt,  which  was  planted  a  few  years  ago 
by  the  trustees. 

5. — Part  of  a  bam  and  house  in  Cheadle,  the  rest  of  which  belonged  to 
William  Barlow,  the  occupier.  For  this  portion  he  used  to  pay  2s.  a-year,  but 
nothing  has  been  received  since  the  year  1817.  The  property  is  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Hugh  Brown,  attorney,  of  Cheadle,  as  mortgagee.  The  bam  is  in  a  very 
ruinous  state,  almost  ready  to  fall  down. 

6.— The  school  premises  in  Kingsley,  consisting  of  two  school-rooms  one  over 
the  other,  lately  erected,  and  a  good  garden. 

7. — A  sura  of  £577  10s.  new  four  per  cent,  stock,  which  arose  under  the 
following  circumstances : — 

Upon  examining  the  state  of  the  charity  in  1818,  the  trustees  found  that  the 
school  had  been  for  some  time  held  in  the  church,  the  old  school-house  having 
become  unfit  for  the  purpose,  and  ihat  it  was  conducted  in  a  very  inefficient 
manner.  They  resolved,  therefore,  to  remodel  the  school  upon  the  national 
system,  and  to  build  a  new  school-house,  the  expense  of  which  should  be  defrayed 
from  some  balances  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Beech,  and  from  the  produce  of  a  fall  of 
timber,  which  they  directed  to  be  made  upon  the  land  at  Foxt.  The  nett  produce 
of  the  timber  was  £1,025  15s.  6d.,  and  two  sums  were  accounted  for  by  Mr. 
Beech,  one  of  £117  10s.,  being  the  balance  of  receipts  and  payments  in  his  hands 
from  1797  to  1819,  during  which  time  he  had  been  the  only  acting  trustee,  and 
the  other  of  £236  15s.  2d.,  being  a  balance  in  his  hands  due  from  his  ancestors 
previously  to  1797. 

Out  of  this  fund,  amounting  to  £1,383  Qs.  8d.,  a  piece  of  land  was  purchased 
for  £130  and  the  school-house  erected  thereon,  at  the  cost  of  £412  14b.  6d.  The 
sum  of  £589  8s.  Id.  was  invested  in  the  purchase  of  £550  Navy  five  per  cents, 
(now  converted  into  £577  10s.  four  per  cents.),  and  the  balance,  being 
£251  18s.  Id.,  remained  in  the  general  account. 

8.— Mm.  Doeothy  Bbindley's  Gift.— It  is  recorded  on  a  tablet  in  the 
church,  that  Dorothy  Brindley,  in  1692,  gave  40s.  a-year,  for  ever,  for  the  use  of 
a  school  at  Kingsley,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  stock  of  £40,  which  money,  as  appears 
from  the  tablet,  and  also  from  the  returns  of  1786,  was  afterwards  in  the  hands 
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of  Mr.  John  Brindley.    In  respect,  as  it  sliould  seem,  of  this  gift,  an  annual  sum 

of  £1 12s.,  being  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent.,  has  been  reoei?ed  from  land  at 

Whiston  Eaves,  formerly  belonging  to  the  family  of  the  Brindleys,  and  now  the 

property  of  Mr.  George  Locker,  of  Kingsley,  who  states  that  he  purchased  the 

land  upon  an  understanding  that  it  was  subject  to  this  charge. 

The  income  of  the  charity,  from  these  several  sources,  when  the  Commissioners 

visited  Kingsley,  was— 

£  s.  d. 

Rents  of  the  school  lands  (exclusive  of  the  2s.  for  the  bam.  No.  5)  28  14    0 

Dividend  of  stock 23    2    0 

Mrs.  Brindley's  benefaction    1  16    0 

53  12    0 
The  schools  are  kept  in  the  school-rooms^  which  have  been 
erected  abont  40  years  ago,  one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for 
girls,  at  which  120  children  of  the  parish  of  Kingsley  attend, 
and  are  instnicted  gratuitously,  according  to  the  Madras  plan. 

A  schoolmaster  and  schoolmistress  (his  wife),  duly  qualified, 
have  been  appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  receive  for  their  joint 
salary  £50  a-year,  and  £3  for  house  rent,  and  have  the  use  of 
the  garden  annexed  to  the  school-rooms.  From  the  funds  of 
the  charity,  coals  are  supplied  to  the  school,  and  books  and 
slates  for  the  use  of  the  scholars,  and  Is.  a-week  is  paid  to  the 
children  employed  as  teachers  in  the  school.  Poor,  church, 
and  highway  rates,  are  also  paid  for  the  school  premises,  and 
poor-rates  for  the  woods  at  Foxt,  and  some  small  disbursements 
for  repairs. 

The  excess  of  the  present  annual  expenditui'e  beyond  the 
income,  has  been  supplied  from  the  balance  remaining  of  the 
money  produced  by  the  sale  of  timber,  and  the  sums  paid  in 
by  Mr.  Beech,  and  from  an  allowance  of  interest  at  three  per 
cent.,  made  by  the  bank  at  Cheadle  (with  whom  the  trustees 
kept  an  account)  on  the  balances  in  hand. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Randall  Reeves  (1659),  £2  quarterly,  out  of  Hay  Lee  and 
Deepmore  Meadows,  in  Ipstones  and  Nickley  meadow,  in 
Kingsley. 

Ralph  Qoodfellow  (1685),  £2  per  annum,  less  taxes  and 
levies  of  the  field  called  the  Paddock. 

3f 
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Ann  Goodfellow  (1686),  18s.  per  annmn  to  nine  poor  widows, 
elected  by  the  churchwardens,  out  of  the  Townfield  Meadow. 

Mary  Allen  (1690),  12  pennyworth  of  bread  every  Sunday, 
out  of  land  at  Kingsley,  to  12  poor  people. 

Mr.  Whithall,  24  loaves  every  Sunday  in  Lent. 

Ann  Goodwin,  nine  sixpenny  loaves  on  St.  Thomas*s-day. 

Geo.  Poyser,  24  penny  loaves  every  Sunday  in  Lent. 


CHEADLE. 


Gheadle  is  a  small  neat  market  town,  ten  miles  from  Leek ; 
it  contains  as  many  people  as  acres,  viz.,  6,700. 

The  Cheadle  Roman  Catholic  Church  of  St.  Giles's  is  the 
grandest  of  the  edifices  belonging  to  that  body  in  England, 
and  was  erected  solely  by  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  at  a  cost  of 
£40,000.  The  schools  attached  thereto  were  founded  in  1831, 
and  opened  in  1846,  and  are  attended  by  about  200  children, 
taught  by  Mr.  Thomas  Goslin,  and  the  nuns. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Stubbs,  by  will,  bearing  date  16th  October,  1685,  gave  to  Mr.  Paul 

Jenkinson,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever,  all  that  land,  estate  and  inheritance,  at  Heath 
House,  in  the  parish  of  Cheddleton,  then  in  the  possession  of  Frands  Braddock, 
upon  condition  that  he  and  his  heirs  should  pay  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  the 
school  of  Cheadle,  the  sum  of  £20  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  of  six  of  the 
poorest  children  of  the  parish  of  Eingsley,  and  six  of  the  poorest  children  of  the 
parish  of  Cheadle ;  and  in  default  of  such  payment  by  his  heirs  or  assigns,  then 
he  ordered  the  then  schoolmaster  of  Cheadle,  to  enter  upon  all  the  above  land  at 
Heath  House  aforesaid. 

This  rent<charge  of  £20  is  received  by  the  master  of  the  school  at  Cheadle. 
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A  sum  of  £30  was  given  by  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Andrew  Newton,  of  Lich- 
field, under  the  discretion  vested  in  them  .by  his  will,  for  the  support  of  this 
school.  It  was  paid  to  the  master,  who  placed  it  in  the  Cheadle  Savings  Bank, 
from  which  he  receives  interest  for  it,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 

There  is  a  house  belonging  to  the  school,  which  the  master,  Joseph  Pegg, 
inhabits  rent  free,  but  which  he  is  bound  to  keep  in  repair.  It  is  not  known  by 
whom  this  house  was  givem. 

Twelve  children  of  the  parish  of  Cheadle  are  taught  at  the  school  at  Monk- 
house,  under  this  foundation,  who  are  appointed  by  the  rector.  No  children  have 
been  sent  to  Cheadle  from  Kingsley  for  some  years.  It  is  said  -that  the  parish- 
ioners of  Cheadle  had  the  liberty  of  sending  six  children  of  their  parish  to  a  free 
school  in  Ejngsley ;  and  that  as  the  places  are  three  miles  asunder,  it  was  found 
for  the  mutual  convenience  of  the  two  parishes,  and  agreed  between  them,  that  12 
free  children  in  each  school,  should  be  taken  from  the  parish  where  the  school 
was  situated,  instead  of  six  from  each  parish  being  taken  into  both  schools. 

The  master,  upon  his  appointment,  gives  a  bond,  with  two  sureties,  to  the 
rector,  churchwardens,  and  overseers,  conditioned  to  conduct  the  school  in  the 
manner  required  by  the  founder,  and  to  keep  the  school-house  in  repair,  with  a 
provision  that  in  case,  by  any  arrangement  between  the  parishes  of  Kingsley  and 
Cheadle,  no  children  should  be  appointed  to  the  school  from  the  parish  of  Kingsley, 
he  would  teach  the  whole  number  of  12  pupils  from  the  parish  of  Cheadle  only. 

The  free  children  are  taught  reading,  writing,  and  the  four  first  rules  of 
arithmetic,  and  are  carried  further  in  the  latter  branch  of  instruction,  if  they 
remain  long  enough  at  the  school. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Simon  Fowler  (1663),  £5  for  the  poor,  and  £1  for  two 
sermons  to  be  preached  hj  the  rector. 

Charles  Beach  (1726),  £15  lOs.  per  annnm  for  the  poor  and 
impotent. 

Thomas  Heath,  £4  per  annnm  from  the  Old  Hill  Field. 
•Frances  Grosvenor  (1727),  £10  per  annum  out  of  land  at 
Oakamoor. 

Widow  Savage,  £6  per  annnm  from  five  acres  at  Fulford. 

Mr.  Mills,  £31  6s.  out  of  Millhouse  farm. 

Thomas  Lowe,  £20  ont  of  Birches  Close;   all  these  are 
distributed  at  various  times  to  the  poor. 
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DiLHOBNE  is  a  small  village  2^  miles  from  Cheadle^  with  900 
people  and  3550  acres  of  land*  John  Holliday,  Esq.,  who  lived 
formerly  at  Dilhome  Hall,  planted  no  less  than  113,000  trees 
on  his  estate,  and  for  which  he  obtained  a  gold  medal.  Near 
the  church  (All  Saints)  stands  the  free  school.  Blythe  Marsh 
is  a  village  in  the  parish  of  Dilhome,  and  is  chiefly  inhabited 
by  earthenware  hawkers. 


FEEE  GEAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

This  school  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  founded  by 
an  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  The 
Earls  of  Huntingdon  have  acted  as  patrons  and  trustees  of  the 
school,  and  the  documents  relative  to  its  foundation  appear  to 
have  been  preserved  till  a  late  period  among  the  'muniments  at 
their  mansion-house,  at  Donnington  Park,  in  Leicestershire. 
These  documents,  however,  are,  somewhat  unaccountably,  not 
now  to  be  found. 

In  a  letter  addressed  from  Donnington  Park,  on  the  20th 
June,  1786,  by  Mr.  E.  Dawson,  the  then  steward  of  the  Earl 
of  Huntingdon,  to  John  Holliday,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln^s  Inn,  he 
speaks  of  copies  and  extracts  from  deeds  and  papers  having 
been  made  two  or  three  years  before,  with  a  view  to  give  Mr. 
Holliday  some  required  information  respecting  the  school,  but 
which  he  could  not  then  find,  and  he  proceeds  to  state  the  facts 
which  he  had  collected  on  the  subject.  A  paper  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  parishioner  of  Dilhome,  exists,  purporting  to  be  an 
extract  from  one  of  the  early  deeds  relative  to  the  school,  and 
certified  by  "E.  Dawson''  as  having  been  compared  with 
the  original  deed  on  the  27th  September,  1800.  Upon  applica- 
tion to  the  agent  of  the  Marquis  of  Hastings  (who  has  succeeded 
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to  the  property  of  the  Earls  of  Huntingdon,  at  Donnington, 
and  has  exercised  the  patronage  of  the  school),  by  the  Charity 
Commissioner,  it  appears  that  he  had  all  the  documents  relative 
to  the  school  sent  to  him  from  the  evidence  room,  and  that 
they  contained  nothing  illustrative  of  its  foundation,  except  an 
old  plan  of  the  estates  belonging  to  the  school.  The  only 
scources  of  information,  therefore,  to  be  met  with  respecting 
the  origin  of  the  charity,  are  the  letter  of  Mr.  Dawson  and  the 
extract  above-mentioned. 

From  the  latter  document  it  would  appear  that  the  Earl  of 
Huntingdon  was  not  the  founder  of  this  school.  It  purports 
to  be  an  extract  from  an  indenture,  date  10th  October,  3rd 
James  I.,  between  Bichard  Coke,  clerk,  vicar  of  Dilhome,  and 
five  others,  respectively  described  as  of  Whitehurst,  Porsbrooke 
or  Dilhome,  yeomen,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  right  honourable 
Henry  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  and  Sir  Bichard  Egerton,  of 
Shocklacke  in  the  county  of  Chester,  knight  of  the  other  part, 
which  recites  that  one  John  Whitacres,  clerk,  deceased,  and 
other  charitable  and  well-disposed  inhabitants  and  parishioners 
of  the  parish  and  town  of  Dilhome,  intending  the  erection  and 
establishment  of  a  free  grammar  school,  to  be  kept  within  the 
town  of  Dilhome,  with  reasonable  salary  or  stipend  for  a 
schoolmaster,  to  teach  and  instruct  the  science  of  grammar  in 
the  same,  the  stipend  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  churchwardens 
for  the  time  being  of  the  parish  of  Dilhome,  (as  by  a  writing 
or  instrument  made  by  John  Whitacres,  bearing  date  the  18th 
day  of  July,  in  the  24th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
VTII.,  amongst  other  things,  purporting  and  testifying  the 
same,  may  better  appear),  did  at  their  only  and  proper  cost 
and  charge,  for  the  better  supply  and  continual  maintenance  of 
the  school,  and  schoolmaster's  stipend,  convey  and  assure  all 
those  two  messuages  and  tenements,  &c.,  &c. 

The  extract  ends  here  without  stating  what  property,  or  to 
whom  the  conveyance  was  made  by  Whitacres  and  the  other 
parishioners,  nor  is  there  any  intimation  what  was  the  purport 
of  the  indenture,  but  it  seems  not  improbable  that  it  was  under 
this  deed  that  the  patronage  tmd  trusts  of  the  school  became 
vested  in  the  Earls  of  Huntingdon. 
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The  information  contained  in  Mr.  Dawson's  letter  is  in 
substance^  that  the  grammar-school  at  Dilhome^  is  a  free  school 
for  that  place^  and  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of  that  parish^ 
by  providing  a  stipend  for  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  the  science  of 
grammar^  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  free  school,  and  of 
all  things  incident  or  belonging  to  the  same,  for  the  godly 
education  and  good  instruction  of  the  youth  in  Dilhome  ;  that 
the  ancestors  of  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon  usually  granted  the 
leases  of  the  charity  estates  themselves,  in  which  leases  it  is 
recited  that  the  entire  rule,  government,  ordering  and  disposing 
of  all  the  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments,  belonging  to  the 
free  school  of  Dilhome,  alias  Delvem,  in  Staffordshire,  and  the 
disposition  of  the  schoolmaster's  place,  were  legally  vested  in 
them,  and  the  rents  are  reserved  to  them,  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  for  the  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the  school,  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  schoolmaster  and  school  for  the  time 
being. 

The  licence  granted  to  the  schoolmaster,  by  the  Bishop  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry  is,  "to  the  office  of  master  of  the 
endowed  grammar  school  in  Dilhome,  to  which  he  had  been 
nominated  by  the  Marquis  of  Hastings,  the  true  and  undoubted 
patron  of  the  school. '' 

The  earliest  information  as  to  the  property  with  which  this 
school  was  originally  endowed,  is  from  an  old  plan  preserved 
is  the  evidence-room  at  Donnington,  purporting  to  have  been 
made  on  a  survey  and  measurement  of  the  school  estates,  taken 
the  1st  of  March,  1672-3,  by  Edward  Weale. 

From    this    survey    the   property   appears  then   to  have 

consisted  of — 

▲.  K.  p. 

A  messuage  and  13  closes  of  land  in  the  township  of  Fonbiook,  ^07    017 
in  the  parish  of  Dilhome,  containing j     ' 

A  messuage  and  five  parcels  of  land  in  the  township  of  Blnrton,  ^   -1  c    9  30 
in  the  parish  of  Trentham,  containing  , j   10    o 

One  messuage  and  land  in  the  township  of  Kinwelinarsh,  alias  )     1    0  16 
Kirkthorpe,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  containing j 

One  messuage  and  land  in  the  same  township,  containing 3    0  15 

And  two  closes  in  the  same  township,  containing  9    S    8 

67    1    8 
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The  land  in  Blurton  has  been  smce  exchanged  for  other  property  in  the  parish 
of  Caverswall.  Land  at  Blnrton  is  of  more  valae  than  at  Caverswall,  from  its 
proximity  to  the  Potteries,  which  affords  the  means  of  letting  it  advantageously, 
and  the  proposal  for  the  exchange,  which  was  desirable  to  the  Marqnis,  in  the 
midst  of  whose  property  the  land  at  Blnrton  was  sitoate,  was  acceded  to  on  con- 
dition that  the  difference  of  yalae  should  be  compensated  by  quantity.  Articles 
of  agreement  were  accordingly  entered  into,  dated*  the  27th  February,  1813, 
between  the  Marquis  of  Stafford  and  the  Earl  of  Moira,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Smith  the  master,  who  was  a  party  to  the  deed,  whereby,  after  stating  the 
proposed  exchange  of  t8e  lands  in  Blurton,  and  two  messuages  thereon,  which 
lands  then  amounted  by  admeasurement  to  24a..  3b.  IOf.,  for  such  part  of  a 
certain  messuage  and  lands  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Stafford,  in  the  parish  of 
CaTerswall,  usually  called  Calverley,  and  containing  by  estimation  65  acres  or 
thereabouts,  as  together  with  such  messuage  on  the  last-mentioned  land  would 
be  a  full  equivalent  for  the  lands  in  Blurton ;  the  parties  covenanted  mutually  to 
convey  the  lands  and  premises  so  to  be  exchanged,  when  the  equivalent  out  of 
the  lands  at  Caverswall  should  have  been  ascertained.  It  was  referred  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Ex>wley,  of  Overton,  surveyor,  to  ascertain  this  equivalent,  who  by  his 
award,  dated  the  28th  April,  1813,  declared  that  the  several  parcels  set  out  in  the 
award,  part  of  the  lands  in  Caverswall,  containing  altogether  by  admeasurement 
57a.  Ob.  12f.,  would  be  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  said  lands  in  Blurton.  The 
possession  of  the  land  was  accordingly  exchanged,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  mutual  conveyance  has  been  made  pursuant  to  the  articles  of  agreement. 

What  authority  the  Earl  of  Moira^  as  trustee  for  this  charity,  may  have  had 
to  make  this  exchange,  cannot  be  ascertained,  in  the  absence  of  the  documents 
relative  to  the  foundatioi^  with  what  powers  he  may  have  been  invested  by  the 
founder,  but  as  the  exchange  seems  to  have  been  in  no  degree  detrimental  to  the 
charity,  there  appears  no  reason  why,  nor  any  probability  that»  any  attempt  should 
be  made  to  disturb  it.  ^ 

I. — ^The  premises  in  Dilhome,  consisting  of  three  cottages,  a  bam,  and  about 
48  acres  of  land,  are  as  follows :~ 

A.     B.     F. 

I/and 16  2    a 

Ditto 8  2    0 

Ditto 6  0    0 

Ditto 5  10 

Ditto 13a 

Ditto 3  0    0 

Ditto 1  2    » 

Two  cottages  with  small  gardens 

Cottage  and  bam,  and  small  garden 

Land 5  2    0 


48    0  1& 
Total  rent,  inl823, £119  15    0 
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2.— Premises  at  Killamarsh,  in  the  parish  of  Eckington  in  Derbyshire,  consist- 
ing of  four  cottages  and  about  31  acres  of  land,  tenanted  as  follows : — 

A.     B.    p. 

Land 10    0    0 

Two  cottages,  cow-house,  and  land 2    2    0 

Land 6    0    0 

Two  cottages  and  land  110 

Land 110 

21    0    0 

Total  rent,  in  1823, £46  11    0 

3.~Premises  in  Caverswall,  consisting  of  a  farm-hoase  and  boildingSt  a 
cottage  made  out  of  a  stable,  and  about  57  acres  of  land,  as  follows : — 

A.    K.    p. 

Farm-house  and  buildings  and  land 18  132 

Land % 22  1  31 

Ditto 9  10 

Cottage  and  smaU  garden  

Land 6  3  38 

56    3  21 

Total  rent,  in  1823, £94  15    0 

making  the  total  quantity  of  land  125a.  3&.  37f.,  and  the  total  annual  value 
£261  Is.,  subject  to  some  small  deductions  for  land-tax  and  quit-rents.  This 
income  is  also  chargeable  with  the  repairs  of  the  school-house,  and  other  buildings 
on  the  estate,  about  £14  per  annum. 

The  lands  are  let  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  the  rents  are  reserved  to  him. 
This  has  now  been  the  custom  for  a  great  number  of  years.  The  presoit  tenants 
aU  hold  from  year  to  year. 

The  great  difference  between  the  present  quanty  of  acres,  and  that  mentioned 
in  the  old  survey,  can  scarcely  be  accounted  for  but  by  some  variance  in  the  size 
of  the  acre.  The  divisions  laid  down  in  the  old  plan  can  still  be  traced,  and  are 
found  generally  to  contain  considerably  more  than  is  there  stated.  Some  additions 
have  been  made  by  inclosurcs.  In  a  list  produced  of  the  lands  in  Blurton,  dated 
in  1801,  there  appear  to  have  been  12  parcels  (instead  of  five,  as  stated  in  the 
old  pbm),  of  which  three  are  described  as  "late  common,"  and  contain  nearly  six 
acres.    Similar  additions  may  have  been  made  to  the  exchanged  lands. 

4— There  is  also  to  be  mentioned  the  school-room  in  Dilhome,  with  a  small 
dwelling-house  annexed,  consisting  only  of  two  apartments,  one  over  the  other. 

It  appears  that  formerly  a  respectable  grammar  school  was  kept  up  at  Dilbome. 
The  masters  at  one  period,  took  classical  scholars  as  boarders,  and  among  the  free 
scholars  were  some  who  received  classical  instruction.  The  classical  scholars 
were  taught  in  the  school-room,  the  rest,  who  received  only  a  common  education, 
in  the  school-house. 
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It  is  stated  tliat  the  occupier  of  Counslow  farm,  near  Cheadle,  is  entitled  to 
send  a  boy  to  the  school  on  )^ymg  10s.  a-year.  Of  the  origin  and  particulars  of 
this  privilege  there  is  no  account.  This  school  is  in  Chancery ;  the  Marquis  of 
Hastings  is  the  only  trustee. 

Bltthe  Mabsh  Schoox. 

William  Amory,  of  Stonehouse,  in  the  parish  of  Dilhome,  by  will,  dated  26th 
August,  1728,  devised  to  his  wife  the  Pool-street  Meadows,  lying  at  Blythebridge, 
in  the  parish  Dilhome,  during  her  life,  and  after  her  decease,  he  gave  the  same  to 
several  persons  therein  named,  and'their  heirs,  in  trust  to  receive  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  and  to  apply  the  two  first  yearly  rents  towards  building  a  school- 
house,  and  to  bestow  and  employ  the  rents  of  the  said  meadow  from  time  to  time 
towards  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  the  same  to  be  paid  by  two  half-yearly 
payments  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day ;  and  he  directed  that  the  school-house 
should  be  built  on  BIy themarsh ;  and  that  the  schoolmaster  should  teach  freely 
the  children  of  the  poor  inhabitants  legally  settled  within  the  the  liberties  of 
Forsbrook,  Stonehouse,  and  Blythebridge,  not  worth  the  sum  of  £10  per  annum, 
to  read  English,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  such  schoolmaster  to  be  chosen  by  the 
trustees,  and  to  continue  as  long  as  he  should  demean  himself  well,  and  in  case  of 
misdemeanor  or  mismanagement,  the  trustees  to  have  power  to  'appoint  another 
master. 

By  indenture,  bearing  date  4th  August,  1809,  reciting  the  will  of  William 
Amory,  and  also  that  Thomas  Heath,  deceased,  had  for  many  years  before  his 
death,  which  happened  30th  August,  1802,  been  in  the  possession  and  receipt  of 
the  rents  and  profits  of  the  sohoolhonse  and  premises  thereafter  mentioned,  and 
that  after  his  death  Thomas  Heath,  party  thereto,  had  been  and  was  then  in  pos- 
session thereof;  and  further  reciting  that  by  a  decree  of  the  Ck)urt  of  Chancery, 
made  8th  July,  1807,  in  a  cause,  the  Attorney-General,  at  ^e  relation  of  Henry 
Johnson  and  others,  informants,  and  the  said  Thomas  Heath,  party  to  the  inden- 
ture, and  others,  defendants,  it  was  ordered  among  other  things  that  one  of  the 
masters  of  the  court  should  appoint  proper  persons  to  be  trustees  of  the  charity 
estates,  and  that  Thomas  Heath,  and  all  proper  parties,  should  convey  the  same 
to  such  new  trustees  with  the  approbation  of  the  master ;  and  that  the  master 
liad  appointed  Bichard  Harris,  Henry  Johnson,  Ralph  Bridget^  William  Galli- 
more,  and  Joseph  Heath  to  be  trustees  of  the  estates,  and  had  settled  and 
igpproved  the  now  abstracting  indenture ;  it  was  witnessed  that,  in  pursuance  of 
the  decree,  Thomas  Heath  conveyed  to  Bichard  Harris  and  others  and  their  heirs, 
all  the  meadows  and  schoolbouse,  and  also  a  parcel  of  land  in  Blythemarsh,  con- 
taining two  roods  and  ten  perches,  or  thereabouts,  bounded  on  the  north  side  by 
the  turnpike  road  leading  from  Uttoxeter  to  Newcastle,  which  had  been  awarded, 
upon  the  indosure  of  the  waste  lands  in  the  pariah  of  Dilhome,  in  respect  of  the 
meadows  and  schoolhouse^  to  hold  the  premises  upon  the  several  trusts  mentioned 
in  the  will  of  WiUiam  Amory. 

3q 
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It  does  not  appear  necessary  to  enter  now  into  any  details  of  the  misapplica- 
tion of  the  charity  funds,  which  gave  rise  to  the  c]^cery  suit  mentioned  in  thb 
indenture. 

The  property  of  the  charity  consists  of  a  schoolroom  at  Blythemarsh,  which 
appears  to  have  been  erected  according  to  the  directions  of  the  founder,  of  the 
Pool-street  Meadows,  containing  by  estimation  seven  acres,  and  of  the  allotment 
containing  two  roods  and  ten  perches.  These  lands  are  let  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
£22. 

For  two  or  three  years  after  the  decree  the  school  was  suspended,  and  the 
whole  of  the  rent  was  applied  towards  defraying  the  costs  of  the  chancery  suit, 
and  the  expense  of  repairing  the  school,  which  had  fallen  into  great  decay  pre- 
viously to  the  conveyance  under  the  authority  of  the  court.  Afterwards  the 
school  was  re-openodj  and  a  portion  only  of  the  rent  was  reserved  for  the  above 
purposes. 

The  ordinary  repairs  of  the  school  are  paid  for  by  the  trustees  when  neces- 
sary, and  the  amount  deducted  from  the  rent.  At  present  the  room  is  in  good 
repair. 

The  present  schoolmaster,  John  Spilsbury,  is  considered  bound  to  teach  all  the 
children  of  parishioners  residing  within  the  specified  liberties,  who  are  not  pos- 
sessed of  property  worth  £10  per  annum.  The  number  of  scholars  who  attend  is 
about  125.  They  are  taught  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts.  The  master  takes 
other  children  as  free  scholars. 

Charities. — There  are  eight  small  benefactions  here,  amoant- 
ing  to  £8  15s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor,  distributed  at  various 
times  of  the  year.  Lady  Buller  supports  a  girls'  school  at  her 
own  expense. 


LEIGH. 


Leigh  is  a  parish  five  miles  west  of  Uttoxeter,  containing  7,400 
acres  of  land,  and  about  1,000  inhabitants. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 
By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  2nd  June,  1620,  Stephen  Spencer,  of  Leigh, 
in  consideration  of  the  better  bringing  np  in  learning  such  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Leigh,  as  otherwise,  by  reason  of  the  poverty  and  want  of  their  parents, 
were  not  likely  to  be  maintained  and  kept  to  school,  whereby  to  beoome  more  fit 
and  profitable  members  of  the  commonwealth,  and  for  their  better  preferment, 
conveyed  to  John  Sherratt,  and  five  others,  all  of  the  parish  of  Leigh,  their  hein 
and  assigns,  a  meadow,  called  Blythe  Meadow,  with  the  appurtenanoea^  in  Teaa, 
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Over  Tean,  Nether  Tean,  and  Checkley,  or  any  of  tliem ;  and  all  his  lands,  with 

the  appurtenances,  in  the  same  places,  in  a  pasture  called  the  Tean  Leys ;  and  all 

hb  heast  gates,  and  pastorage  for  five  and  sometimes  six,  in  the  Tean  Leys ;  and 

also  the  following  yearly  rents,  commonly  called  bytake  rents  or  qnit  rents, 

amoonting  in  the  whole  to  20s.  and  2d.,  payable  at  the  feasts  of  St.  John  the 

Baptist  and  St.  Martin  the  Bishop,  and  all  other  sach  rents,  issuing  out  of  any 

premises  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Soute,  and  four 

other  persons  therein  named,  the  same  to  be  paid  yearly  by  the  several  persona 

hereafter  mentioned,  viz. : — 

£  s.  d. 

Thomas  Soute 0    0  11 

Thomas  Harvye 0    3    5 

Thomas  Cowap,  Francis  Sherrat,  and  Richard  Bowling 0    2    6 

William  Qrundye,  out  of  a  watermill  in  the  parish 0  13    4 

And  also,  a  close  or  pasture,  called  Hodgebirch,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  with  the 
appurtenances,  to  hold  the  last-mentioned  dose,  upon  the  trusts  hereafter 
mentioned,  under  the  head  of  Stephen  Spencer's  charity,  for  the  poor ;  and  as  to 
the  rents  arising  from  all  the  other  premises,  and  the  quit  rents,  upon  trust,  that 
the  trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  therewith  pay  for  and  discharge  the 
schooling  and  teaching  of  so  many  children,  as  the  same  rents  would  amount  to 
at  the  rate  of  6s.  4d.  a  scholar,  the  children  to  be  chosen  by  the  trustees,  and  their 
heirs,  of  the  sons  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  within  the  parish  of  Leigh,  so  that 
choice  might  be  made  of  such  as  should  be  diligent  scholars,  and  not  of  those 
whose  parents  would  only  set  them  to  school  for  some  time  of  the  year,  and  for 
the  rest  employ  them  about  ot^  business ;  and  Stephen  Spencer,  hoping  that 
tbiB»*his  gift,  might  be  an  incitement  to  others  to  follow  his  example,  so  far  that 
their  further  gifts,  together  with  his,  might  be  sufficient  maintenance  for  a  school- 
master, he  directed,  that  the  rents  before  expressed  to  be  for  the  schooling  of 
certain  poor  children,  should  be  added  to  the  gifts  of  other  well-disposed  people, 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  for  the  making  and  maintenance  of  a 
school,  free  for  all  the  mhabitants  of  the  parish. 

By  indenture,  datdr  1st  June,  1623,  Stephen  Spencer,  for  the  considerations 
aforesaid,  conveyed  to  the  same  parties,  and  their  heirs,  the  going  pasture  and 
feedings  of  and  for  four  beasts  and  a  half,  in  a  pasture  called  Birch  Wood  Leys, 
otherwise  Dodsley  Leys,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  upon  trust,  to  let  the  same,  and 
with  the  rents  to  pay  for  the  schooling  of  so  many  children  as  the  same  would 
amount  to  at  the  like  rate  of  5s.  4d.,  with  the  like  directions  as  to  the  choice  of 
scholars  and  the  application  of  the  rents,  in  case  of  further  benefactions. 

By  deed  poll,  dated  2nd  June,  1625,  reciting  his  former  gifts,  and  that  he  had 
given  *  the  sum  of  £80  for  the  further  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster  in  the 
parish,  Stephen  Spencer  expressed  his  intent  to  be,  that  Harvey  Bagot,  Esq.,  and 
other  persons  therein  named,  should  have  the  disposing  and  laying  out  of  the 

*  This  •«&  WM  probubly  oot  paid  in  th€  Ure-time  of  the  doner.  ai  U  appears  that  be 
beqaeatbed  £^  for  the  aame  parpoae,  by  hie  trill,  doted  27th  August,  K^S-i. 
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money  upon  land,  to  be  purchased  unto  the  trustees  in  the  former  indentuieg 
mentioned ;  and  that  they,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  for  ever*  thereafter  let 
the  same,  and  apply  the  rents  for  the  maintenanoe  of  a  schoolmaster  to  teacb 
school  at  the  parish  church,  or  some  other  con? enient  place  near  thereto.  It  is 
then  stated,  that  the  rent  of  the  premises,  and  the  quit-rents  before  granted, 
amoxmted  to  £7  5s.  per  ann. ;  and  that  he  hoped  the  lands  to  be  purchased  would 
be  worth  £4 13s.  per  annum,  and  that  he  hoped  these  sums  would  be  a  reasonable 
stipend  for  a  good  schoolmaster ;  and  he  desired  that  in  consideration  thereof  he 
should  freely,  and  without  further  recompense,  teach  and  instruct  in  Icanung  all 
such  the  male  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish,  as  their  parents  or  friends 
should  think  good  to  send  to  school ;  and  as  the  parish  of  Leigh  was  large,  he 
expressed  his  hope  that  if  the  number  of  scholars  should  be  so  great  that  the 
rents  should  not,  in  tlic  diitcretion  of  his  trustees,  well  recompense  the  school- 
master, the  gentlemen,  and  other  of  tlie  better  sort,  having  children  there  should, 
of  their  own  bounty,  reward  the  schoolmaster  for  his  pains;  and  that  his  intent 
was,  not  to  free  any  other  children  but  those  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish ; 
nor  that  the  schoobnaster  should  admit  foreigners,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  diildreD 
of  the  inhabitants ;  the  schoolmaster  to  be  nominated  by  the  trustees :  and  he 
directed  that  when  there  should  be  three  only  of  the  trustees  living,  they  shooM 
convey  the  premises  to  so  many  other  honest  men  of  the  parish,  as  should  make 
up  the  number  six. 

By  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  1st  March,  1626,  reciting  the  gift  of  £S0 
above-mentioned,  Margery  Hawley,  widow,  and  Anthony  Hawley,  in  considera- 
tion of  £61;,  parcel  of  the  £80,  conveyed  to  the  trustees  above  named,  and  their 
heirs,  certain  lands  in  the  pasture,  called  Tean^ys,  containing  by  compaction 
an  eighth  pcirt  thereof,  and  certain  beast  gates,  or  fftsturage  for  the  feeding  some- 
times of  seven  and  sometimes  eight  beasts  in  the  leys. 

By  indenture,  dated  5th  March,  1626,  reciting  the  above-mentioned  gift  of 
£S0,  Margery  and  Anthony  Hawley,  in  consideration  of  £16,  granted  to  the 
trustees  and  their  heirs  an  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  18s.,  issuing  out  of  the 
messuage,  tenement,  and  farm,  wherein  the  grantors  the^  dwelt,  and  a  close  or 
pasture,  called  Cliifc  Bank,  which  premises  were  situate  in  Tean,  Over  Tean, 
Nether  Tean,  and  Checkley,  or  some  or  one  of  them,  with  a  power  of  distress  in 
case  of  nonpajment. 

By  indenture,  dated  19th  February,  1807,  John  Cope,  now  deceased,  the 
surviving  trustee  named  in  an  indenture,  dated  5th  December,  1780,  conveyed  all 
the  premises  particularly  mentioned  in  a  schedule  thereunder  written,  to  Edward 
Blurton,  "William  Biurton,  Thomas  Brindley,  Thomas  Howe,  and  Charles  Hart» 
and  their  heirs,  upon  the  trusts  declared  by  Stephen  Spencer,  and  Thomas 
Spencer. 

In  the  schedule  the  premises  conveyed  by  Stephen  Spencer  to  trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  other  charitable  uses  mentioned  in  certain 
indentures,  dated  2nd  June,  1620, 1st  June,  1623,  3rd  September,  1625,  and  2nd 
June,  IS  James  1.  aie  described  as  -The  Blythe  Meadow,  certain  land  called 
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Tean  Leys,  a  yearly  rent  of  lid.,  a  yearly  rent  of  3s.  6d.  ont  of  land  at  Withing:toD, 
then  in  the  possession  of  William  Hill,  a  piece  of  land,  with  the  road  leading 
thereto,  in  the  parish  of  Leigh,  caUed  the  Mill  Green,  a  yearly  rent-charge  of  18s. 
issuing  out  of  a  messuage  and  lands  at  Nether  Tean,  and  a  close  called  Cliffe 
Bank,  in  Checkley,  certain  lands  at  Dodsley,  called  Dodsley  Leys.  All  the  rents 
above-mentioned  are  stated  to  hare  been  given  for  the  maintenance  of  a  school- 
master. 

A  close  called  the  Hodge  BMfch,  the  profits  whereof  are  stated  to  have  been 
given  to  be  applied  to  poor  persons  in  the  parish. 

A  terral  of  land  in  Withington,  formerly  purchased  by  Thomas  Spencer,  and 
conveyed  by  Stephen  Spencer,  for  certain  charitable  uses  intended  by  Thomas, 
mentioned  in  an  indenture,  dated  6th  January,  1624. 

The  Long  Hadlands,  the  Bly the  Croft,  the  Bent  Meadow,  all  in  the  parish  of 
Leigh,  given  towards  the  reparation  of  bridges. 

The  property  belonging  to  the  school  consists  of  the  following  particulars : — 

The  Bly  the  Meadow,  containing,  according  to  a  survey  of  the  free-school  land, 
2  a.  3f.  ;  six  fields  in  Tean,  in  the  parish  of  Checkley,  containing  by  admeasurement 
43a.  1r.  39p.  ;  and  an  allotment  of  nearly  three  roods,  set  out  upon  the  Checkley 
indosure,  and  adjoining  to  the  premises  above-mentioned ;  making  in  the  whole 
44a.  3r.  2p. 

A  parcel  of  laud,  called  the  Mill  Green,  containing  about  half  an  acre, 
including  a  lane  leading  to  it.  This  land,  as  it  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the 
original  deeds  of  conveyance,  is  supposed  to  have  been  given  to  the  trustees  in 
exchange  for  the  quit-rent  of  13s.  4d.  payable  out  of  a  water  mill  in  the  parish, 
no  such  rent  being  now  received. 

Certain  lands,  called  Dodsley  Leys,  consisting  of  two  fields,  containing 
19a.  1r.  with  a  lane,  containing  2r.  If.  These  lands,  and  part  of  the  Tean  Leys, 
are  held  in  lieu  of  the  beast  gates,  granted  by  the  founder. 

Of  the  quit-rents  mentioned  in  the  deed,  the  two,  viz.,  lid.  and  2s.  6d.,  have 
not  been  paid  for  many  years ;  and  it  is  unknown  upon  what  premises  they  were 
charged.  ^ 

The  quit-rent  of  3s.  5d.  as  paid  by  Lord  Bagot's  steward,  in  respect  of  a  farm 
at  Withington,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Gilbert,  the  schoolmaster. 

The  13s.  4d.  payable  out  of  the  mill,  has  been  already  noticed. 

The  rent-charge  of  18s.  out  of  a  dose  at  Cliffe  Bank,  and  a  messuage  in  Tean, 
nearly  adjoining  thereto. 

This  income^  amounting  to  £66  16s.  5d.,  is  received  by  the 
schoolmaster  himself,  by  the  direction  of  the  trustees. 

The  present  master,  Mr.  John  Gilbert,  was  appointed  by 
the  trustees  in  December,  1809 ;  he  keeps  school  in  a  room 
which  was  built  by  the  parishioners  in  1808,  on  the  site  of  an 
old  school,  which  was  always  kept  in  repair  by  the  parish. 
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The  master  takes  all  the  boys^  sons  of  parishioners,  who 
apply  for  admittance,  withont  any  charge ;  but  it  has  not  been 
the  custom  to  offer  them  till  they  know  their  letters.  There  is 
a  Girls^  National  School  here  also,  built  in  1850,  and  two  smaller 
schools  supported  by  Wm.  Evans,  Esq.,  M.P. ;  at  these  about 
90  scholars  attend. 

GENERAL  CHABITIES. 

Stephen  Spencer  (1620),  £4  10s.  out  of  land,  given  to  the 
poor  on  Good  Friday.  Thomas  Spencer  (1624),  4a.  1e.  29p.  of 
land;  20s.  for  the  poor,  residue  for  repairs  of  the  parish 
bridges.  Sir  William  Bagot,  £5  for  the  poor.  William 
Parker  (1755),  £2  16s.  per  annum  ditto.  Elizabeth  Pamell 
(1697),  £10  per  annum  ditto.  Rev.  William  Palmer  (1638), 
£1  per  annum  ditto.  Rev.  William  Bagot  (1798),  £1  per  annum 
ditto.  Thomas  Harvey  (1630),  rent  of  Great  Onlies  land, 
14a.  Ob.  39p.,  and  interest  of  timber  money,  about  £37  for  the 
poor  in  coats  and  gowns ;  and  for  the  same  purposes,  John 
Marquerson  (1641),  £3  per  annum.  Edward  Blurton  (1729), 
30s.  per  annum.  Elizabeth  Whitehall,  £10  per  annum  for 
apprentice  fees  out  of  Wood  Leasow  farm.  John  Blurton, 
(1741),  £6  4s.  per  annum  for  bread  and  shoes  for  the  poor. 
William  Moore  (1697),  12s.;  WUliam  Blood  (1726),  10s.; 
Simon  Blood,  5s. ;  John  Bakewell  (1850),  £5. ;  for  the  poor  in 
bread  and  money. 


LEEK. 


Leek  is  one  of  the  handsomest  towns  in  the  county,  an^ 
situated  in  one  of  the  finest  amphitheatres  in  the  kingdom. 
The  parish  comprises  34,300  acres  of  land,  extending  in  one 
direction  for  six  miles,  in  which  there  are  ten  townships,  ftn« 
15,000  people. 

The  first  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  of  the  Parker  family  (Thomas 
Parker)  was  bom  here,  and  erected  the  present  grammar 
school ;  from  being  the  son  of  an  attorney  he  rose  to  be  one 
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of  Queen  Anne's  counsel — was  then  knighted — then  created 
Lord  Chief  Justice — ^then  Baron  of  Macclesfield — then  Lord 
Chancellor — then  Earl  of  Macclesfield;  when  at  this  eminence 
he  was  impeached  for  gross  corruption  in  the  Court  of  Chancery 
by  the  House  of  Peers^  for  which  he  was  degraded  and  fined 
£30,000,  every  penny  of  which  was  exacted  and  paid. 

THE  GRAMMAB  SCHOOL. 

BoADs's  Charity. — George  Boads,  clerk,  by  his  will,  bear- 
ing date  21st  October,  1712,  reciting  that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
moiety  of  the  profits  of  the  impropriation  of  Church  Broughton, 
in  the  county  of  Derby,  devised  all  the  profits  and  the  term 
thereof  to  the  Rev.  John  Taylor,  Balph  Wood,  and  his  brother 
Best,  their  executors  aud  assigns,  upon  trust,  with  the  profits 
arising  thereby,  to  purchase  lands,  and  to  settle  the  same,  so 
that  the  rents  thereof  might  be  applied  to  a  schoolmaster  or 
schoolmistress  for  ever,  for  the  teaching  of  the  poor  children  of 
the  town  of  Leek,  who  should  be  above  the  age  of  six  years 
and  under  ten,  to  read  English ;  the  vicar  of  Leek  for  the  time 
being  to  have  the  nomination  of  the  master  or  mistress,  and  of 
the  children,  and  to  appoint  the  number  of  them  to  be  taught. 

The  above-mentioned  moiety  was  sold  (but  at  what  period 
does  not  appear),  and  the  produce  invested  in  the  purchase  of 
£323  4s.  9d.  three  per  cent,  reduced  annuities,  and  vested  in 
Mrs.  Mills,  as  administratrix  of  Thomas  Mills,  Esq.,  who  was 
the  last  surviving  trustee,  producing  dividends  of  £9  13s.  lOd. 
per  annum. 

The  dividends  of  this  stock  are  received  by  the  vicar,  and 
are  by  him  paid  over  to  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  in 
Leek,  who  for  this  teaches  six  poor  children  of  Leek,  nominated 
by  the  vicar,  to  read  English ;  that  being  the  number  which 
has  been  usually  sent  to  the  school,  and  which  the  vicar  con- 
siders sufficient  for  the  remuneration  paid. 

The  grammar  school  is  taught  in  a  building  near  the  church- 
yard, which  appears,  by  an  inscription  in  the  firont  of  it,  to 
have  been  erected  by  the  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  lord  chancellor, 
in  1723.  The  grammar  schoolmasters  are  appointed  by  the 
Earl  of  Macclesfield,  but  there  is  no  endowment  belonging  to 
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the   establishment.      The    building  is  kept    in  repair  by  the 
master  for  the  time  being. 

Lady  Moyee's  Charity, — By  indenture,  bearing  date  24th 
July,  1717,  Rebecca  Moyer  (called  in  the  benefaction  table  the 
Lady  Rebei^a  Moyer),  assigned  to  Sir  William  Joliffe  and 
William  Northey,  two  Exchequer  annuities,  one  of  £15,  and 
the  other  of  £10,  payable  for  the  residue  of  a  term  of  99  years, 
commencing  24th  June,  1708,  as  a  foundation  for  a  school  at 
Leek,  for  instructing  50  poor  children  of  Leek  and  Cheddleton. 
These  annuities  having  expired  in  1817,  this  charity  of  course 
ceased  with  them. 

The  benefaction  table  in  the  church  states  that  Lady  Moyer, 
by  deed,  in  1717,  as  well  as  by  her  will,  1723,  endowed  the 
school  with  £25  a  year  for  ever.  Upon  reference  to  Lady 
Moyer's  will,  we  find  that  she  desired  that  if  her  schools  should 
not  be  provided  for  in  her  lifetime,  that  land  should  be  bought 
and  settled  to  make  good  the  salary  she  always  allowed  them; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  any  such  step  was  taken  to  per- 
petuate the  provision  made  for  the  school  at  Leek,  \>j  the 
grant  of  the  above-mentioned  annuities. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Leek  abounds  with  charities,  as  will  be  acknowledged  by 
the  following  list. 

Ash's  Charity. — Elizabeth  Ash  (1676).  Bight  almshouses 
and  garden  ground  for  eight  women  of  sixty  years  and  up- 
wards, and  a  yearly  gift  of  £40  per  annum,  augmented  by  Lady 
Dethick,  in  1678,  and  £110  by  two  other  benefactqrs,  which 
were  laid  out  in  land,  the  rents  of  which  are  £25  per  annum. 
In  1803,  timber  was  cut  to  the  value  of  £614  18s.,  which  was 
invested  in  £900  three  per  cent.  Every  six  years  about  £20 
worth  of  underwood  is  cut  and  sold  from  this  land.  The  alms- 
women  get  twenty-one  parts  of  the  land  rents,  and  the 
dividends :  they  also  receive  the  dividends  of  £436  2s.  three 
per  cents,  given  by  Mrs.  R.  Lowe,  in  1 765 — ^altogether,  28.  6d. 
per  week  each,  and  gowns  once  in  two  years,  and  coals. 

Churchwardens'  List. — Eleven  21 -parts  of  the  gift  of  Mrs. 
Lowe. — ^William  Watson  (1688),  land  rents,  £19  per  annum. 
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Thos.  Joddrell,  50s.  yearly  .—Ann  JolliflFe  (1731),  £33  6s.  yearly 
for  poor  widows. — ^William  Hulme  (1690),  26s.  yearly. — John 
Hulme  (1694),  £35  10s.  yearly.  These  are  called  the  town  dole 
(£85),  and  are  distributed  at  Christmas. 

OTHER  BEKEFACTIOKS.  ^ 

John  Bothwell  (1619),  rent-charge  of  ten  guineas  to  pay 
7d.  a  week  to  six  poor  people,  now  increased  to  £10  7s.  6d. ; 
and  to  the  vicar  £16  28.  3d.  per  annum. 

James  Beedyard  (1709),  55s.  to  the  poor  for  bread,  and  for 
Hulme's  charity,  £35  10s. 

Mrs.  St.  Andrew,  6s.  8d.  to  the  vicar,  and  13s.  4d.  to  the 
poor,  out  of  Stringer's  Croft. 

Joan  Amett  (1665),  £2  13s.  4d.  out  of  Nether  Hay  farm, 
to  the  poor  of  Leek  and  Mill  street;  £2  13s.  4d.  to  the 
minister,  and  208.  to  the  poor  of  Meerbrook. 

William  MiUs  (1749),  interest  of  £100— thus,  20s.  to  the 
vicar,  58.  to  the  clerk,  and  rest  in  bread,  to  poor  widows. 

Thomas  Birtles  (1755),  dividends  of  £120  13s.  3d.  to  indi- 
gent housekeepers,  on  St.  Thomases -day. 

William  BadnaU  (1806),  dividends  of  £1646  Is.  9d.  for 
blankets,  quilts,  and  clothing  for  twenty  poor  widows  on  each 
5th  November. 

John  Naylor,  dividends  of  £1620,  New  South  Seas — ^viz., 

£4  8s.  4d.  to  the  vicar,  and  £44  3s.  8d.  to  the  poor,  in  food 

and  clothing. 

ENDON  (Leek  Parish.) 

Endon]  school  and  master's  house  was  built  in  1750  by  the 
freeholders,  on  land  left  by  Mr.  John  Wedgwood.  In  1797 
Thomas  Harding  added  a  quarter  of  an  acre  to  it  aa  a  garden. 
The  master  receives  £4  10s.  out  of  Park  Lane  Estate — ^interest 
of  £110  left  by  T.  and  W.  Sherrett  (1781  and  1786),  for  edu- 
cating six  poor  children;  he  also  receives  £4  10s.  from  the 
Endon  toll  gate  for  two  free  boys  (donor  unknown). 

MEBEBBOOK  (Leek  Pabish.) 
John  Stoddard  (1673),  £10  to  a  schoolmaster  for  teaching 
two  poor  children  of  that  place ;  and  Boger  Morris  left  half 
the  interest  of  £100  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the  education  of 
eight  poor  children  of  Leekfrith,  and  the  other  for  the  purchase 
of  bibles.  3  b 
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GRINDON. 

Gbindon  is  a  roughly  built  village,  eight  miles  from  Leek^  with 
3186  acres  o&  land,  and  only  400  inhabitants. 

FREE  SCHOOL. 

Gifts  op  Humphrey  Hall  and  Samuel  Nalton. — ^By  indenture,  dated 
15th  May,  1724,  between  Humphrey  Hall,  clerk,  of  the  one  part,  and  Henry  Le^ 
derk,  rector  of  Grindon,  John  Chadwick,  Samuel  Chadwick,  William  Smith,  and 
Ralph  Hall  the  younger,  of  the  other  part ;  reciting  that  Humphrey  Hall,  out  of 
affection  which  he  bore  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Grindon,  which  was  the 
place  of  his  nativity,  had  advanced  £60,  and  had  prevaQed  upon  Samuel  NaltoD» 
clerk,  to  advance  £40,  which  sums  Humphrey  Hall  had  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Henry  Lea  and  the  other  parties,  of  the  second  part ;  it  was  thereby  dedared» 
that  the  sum  of  £100  so  advanced  should  continue  in  trust  that  Henry  Lea  and 
others  should  invest  the  same  in  the  most  advantageous  purchase  of  lands,  towards 
the  endowment  of  a  charity  school  at  Grindon,  and  should  receive  and  yearly  dis- 
pose of  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  to  a  person  to  be  appointed  by  them 
to  be  master  of  a  school  at  Grindon,  who  should  continue  in  the  said  school  at 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  trustees ;  and  that  whensoever  they  should  expel  and 
remove  from  the  school  any  schoolmaster,  for  any  cauae  whatsoever,  whereof  they 
were  declared  the  judges,  with  full  visitatorial  power,  all  the  interest  of  such 
schoolmaster  should  cease ;  and  it  was  declared  that  the  said  schoolmaster  should 
teach,  in  such  manner  as  the  trustees  should  direct,  10  poor  children,  of  sober  and 
virtuous  parents,  being  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Grindon,  to  be  nominated  by 
the  trustees,  who  should  have  power  to  expel  from  the  school  any  child  so  nomi- 
nated, for  any  cause  whatsoever ;  and  that  the  trustees  should  make  such  orders 
and  regulations,  to  be  observed  by  the  master  and  children  for  the  government  of 
the  school,  as  to  them  should  seem  meet,  and  alter  the  same  from  time  to  time ; 
and  it  was  further  declared,  that  when  Henry  Lea  should  cease  to  be  rector  of 
Grindon,  his  successor  and  successors  in  the  rectory  should  be  trustees  of  the 
charity,  and  that  when  one  of  the  other  trustees  should  die,  the  survivors  should, 
out  of  the  householders  of  the  parish  of  Grindon,  nominate  another. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  15th  and  16th  May,  1724, 
William  Annables,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  in  consideration  of  £89,' part  of  the 
abovementioned  £100,  conveyed  to  Henry  Lea  and  the  other  trustees  above- 
mentioned,  and  their  heirs,  several  closes,  called  Flag  Croft,  the  Hill  Side,  with  a 
little  old  bam  thereon,  the  Stapley  Bottom,  and  two  other  parcels  of  land  called 
the  Wall  Furlong  and  Foot  Acre,  part  of  a  tenement  called  Annables'  Tenement, 
in  the  township  or  liberties  of  Grindon,  in  trust  for  the  sole  use  and  benefit  of  the 
charity  school,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  lands  should  be  applied  for 
the  benefit  of  the  school  in  such  manner  as  was  specified  in  the  above  abstracted 
indenture,  and  that  that  conyeyaaoe  should  be  subject  to  the  trasts  expressed  in 
that  indenture. 
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FuKTHEE  Gut  of  Hmpht.  Hall,  and  Gifts  of  Johk  Chadvick  &  Antnt. 
ELall.— By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  dated  27th  and  28ih  Angrost,  1758, 
reciting  that  Humphrey  Hall,  deceased,  did  about  the  year  1730,  give  the  sum  of 
£100  to  the  free  school  of  Grindon,  to  be  an  additional  allowance  to  the  school- 
master for  teaching  of  two  poor  children  within  Grindon ;  and  also  that  Anthony 
Hall  had  given  the  sum  of  £10  for  the  benefit  of  the  schocd ;  ahd  also  that  John 
Chadwick,  deceased,  by  his  wiU,  bearing  date  16th  May,  1740,  had  given  to  the 
trustees  of  the  school  the  sum  of  £30,  the  interest  whereof  he  directed  should  be 
applied  yearly  to  buy  Bibles,  to  be  by  them  annually  distributed  to  six  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  Grindon;  and  also  reciting  that  the  trustees  of  the 
school,  as  far  as  they  lawfully  might,  by  virtue  of  any  daim  by  them  to  be  made 
to  the  several  sums  of  money,  had  agreed  with  Thomas  Bold  for  the  purchase  of 
the  premises  thereafter  mentioned,  and  that  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  should 
be  yearly  applied  according  to  the  true  intent  of  Humphrey  Hall,  Anthony 
Hall,  and  of  the  will  of  John  Chadwick ;  It  was  witnessed  that  Thomas  Bold,  in 
consideration  of  the  premises,  and  of  the  sum  of  £137  10s.,  granted  to  the  B£v. 
George  Sparrow,  William  Smith,  John  Woolliscroft,  John  Chadwick,  and  Thomas 
Hall,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a  messuage,  formerly  part  of  a  bam,  standing  on  a 
piece  of  land  called  the  Long  Piece,  situate  at  Pethills,  in  the  parish  of  Leek, 
and  those  inclosures  called  the  Long  Piece,  the  Meadow,  and  the  Bound  Lea,  and 
so  much  of  the  parcel  of  the  land  called  the  Bank,  as  was  on  the  south  side  of  a 
mark  made  on  the  top  of  the  parcel,  in  trust  out  of  the  rents  thereof  to  pay  yearly 
to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  charity  school  of  Grindon  for  the  time  being,  for  teach- 
ing two  children  of  the  parish  as  should  be  placed  there  by  the  trustees  according 
to  the  intention  of  Humphrey  Hall,  deceased,  and  of  Anthony  Hall,  at  the  time 
they  gave  the  sums  of  £100  and  £10;  and  on  further  trust,  that  they  should,  out 
of  the  residue  of  the  rents  and  profits,  buy  six  Bibles,  annually  to  be  by  them  dis- 
tributed at  Christmas,  to  six  poor  children  of  the  parish,  as  they  in  their  discretion 
should  think  fit,  according  to  the  will  of  the  said  George  Chadwick,  deceased. 

The  gift  of  £10  by  Anthony  Hall,  the  object  of  which  is  imperfectly  stated  in 
the  above  indenture,  was  made  by  deed-poll,  dated  8th  November,  1755,  whereby 
he  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  charity  school  at  Grindon  the  sum  of  £10,  in  trust 
that  they  should  place  out  the  same  at  interest,  and  with  the  interest  annually 
buy  and  dispose  of,  to  so  many  of  the  charity  scholars  as  should  be  qualified  by 
learning  to  be  turned  out  of  the  school,  each  a  book,  called  the  Explanation  of 
the  Church  Catechism ;  and  upon  further  trust,  to  lay  out  the  residue  of  the 
interest  in  small  books,  for  the  use  of  the  children  to  learn  in  at  the  school. 

There  is  no  particular  account  of  the  small  balances  remaining  from  the  above 
benefactions  after  deducting  the  purchase-money  of  the  respective  lands;  but 
they  may  be  presumed  to  have  been  applied  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
purchases,  or  in  the  general  disbuBseroents  of  the  school. 

The  property  derived  from  these  purchases  consist  of  the  following  parcels : — 

1. — Five  pieces  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Grindon,  containing  altogether  about 
six  acres,  held  by  Thomas  Smith,  under  a  lease  granted  hy  the  trustees  mentioned 
in  the  indenture  of  the  15th  of  May,  172^  to  William  Chadwick  for  99  years, 
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from  the  26th  March,  1726,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £4 10s.  As  this  lease  is  so  near 
its  expiration  there  seems  no  necessity  to  call  its  validity  in  question.  The 
present  value  of  the  land  is  stated  to  be  about  30s.  an  acre. 

2.— About  five  acres  of  old  meadow  land  at  Fethills,  in  Chijecote,  in  the  parish 
of  Leek,  with  three  small  houses  thereon,  and  two  allotments  of  oonunon,  made 
under  the  indosure  of  the  waste  called  Morridge  about  sixty  years  «go,  the  one 
containing  5a.  2jei.  IOp.  and  the  other  20p. 

The  old  mclosures  at  Fethills  had  been  let  by  the  trustees  under  the  original 
purchase-deed  by  lease,  dated  24th  February,  1762,  whereby  reciting  that  George 
Critchlow  had  undertaken  to  build  a  forge  for  working  iron  on  the  premises,  the 
trustees  demised  to  him  the  said  premises,  with  liberty  to  erect  the  said  foige, 
and  to  cut  ground  from  the  river  to  the  place  where  the  same  was  intended  to  be 
erected,  and  to  make  any  pool  or  dam  on  the  premises  to  preserve  the  wattf  for 
supplying  the  said  forge,  for  a  term  of  999  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £5-58. 

Under  this  lease,  the  lands  demised  thereby,  together  with  the  allotments 
which  had  been  made  in  respect  of  them,  afterwards  came  to  the  possession  of 
Francis  Gosling,  in  right  of  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the  lessee.  A  few  years 
after  an  information  was  filed  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  by  therAttomey-general, 
at  the  relation  of  the  Rev.  W.  Evans,  rector  of  Grindon,  and  Samuel  Chadwick, 
who  was  heir-at-law  of  John  Chadwick,  the  surviving  trustee  under  the  deed  of 
1724,  against  Gosling,  alleging  that  this  lease  had  been  improvidently  granted, 
and  praymg  that  it  might  be  cancelled,  and  a  decree  was  obtained,  granting  tiie 
prayer  of  the  information,  and  directing  that  each  party  should  pay  their  own 
costs.  Upon  this.  Gosling  gave  up  the  old  inclosure  and  the  large  allotment, 
which  were  let,  the  former  to  George  Kidd  as  tenant  from  year  to  year,  at  a  good 
rent  of  £7  16s.,  and  the  allotment  to  Thomas  Stubbs  as  tenant  from  year  to  year, 
at  a  rent  of  £2  10s.  The  latter  is  very  poor  land,  but  would  probably  bear  a 
small  increase  of  rent. 

Towards  the  costs  of  the  chancery  suit,  £111  were  paid  by  the  sale  of  the 
building  materials  of  the  old  forge,  (the  forge  itself  having  been  taken  away  by 
Gosling)  and  about  £4  by  sale  of  timber  on  the  land,  and  £15  15s.  advanced  by 
the  parish.  There  remained  about  £41  due,  which  has  been  paid  by  instalments 
out  of  the  rents. 

The  rents  (£25  per  annum)  are  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Paul  Prince 
Turner.  There  is  no  residence  for  the  master,  but  there  is  a  room  adjoining  the 
chancel  of  the  church  where  the  school  is  kept,  in  which  32  scholars  are  now 
instructed  free.  To  every  child  that  quits  the  school  there  is  given  a  Bible  and 
Prayer  Book,  and  an  Explanation  of  the  Church  Catechism ;  and  all  the  teaching 
books  in  the  school  are  supplied  from  the  book  fund.  No  other  children  than 
those  in  the  school  receive  Bibles  under  Chadwick's  gift. 

Chaeitibs.— Ruth  Stubbs,  in  1693,  left  £15  yearly  for  the 
poor,  including  Butterton,  commencing  at  Christmas. — Thomas 
Titterton,  in  1745,  .left  18s.  yearly,  to  be  given  in  bread  at  the 
church  monthly. 
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CHEDDLETON. 


Chbddleton  is  a  small  village,  three  miles  soutt  of  Leek ;   the 
population  is  but  1,900,  on  9,000  acres. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Whitehall's  Gift. — James  Whitehall,  of  Femeyhill,  in 
the  parish  of  Cheddleton,  by  a  codicil  to  his  will,  bearing  date 
12th  August,  1724,  gave  to  his  son  James  Whitehall,  William 
HoUins,  and  John  Braddock,  the  sum  of  £200,  which  he 
directed  they  should  lay  out  in  a  convenient  purchase  of  lands, 
and  in  the  mean  time  should  put  the  same  to  interest  upon 
securities  as  they  should  see  fit,  and  that  such  interest,  and 
after  such  purchase  should  be  made,  the  profits  of  the  land  so 
purchased  should  be  paid  by  the  trustees  and  their  heirs,  on 
23rd  August  in  every  year,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  the  school  at 
Cheddleton  for  the  time  being,  for  his  trouble  in  teaching 
twenty  poor  children  of  the  parish  to  read  English. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  12th  and  ISth  June,  1810, 
being  a  conveyance  from  Michael  Daintry,  John  Cliffe,  George  Allen  and  others, 
to  Ellas  Bagnall,  of  several  closes  on  Wetley  Moor,  in  the  parish  of  Cheddleton, 
reciting  (amongst  other  things)  the  above  abstracted  codicil  to  the  will  of  the 
said  James  Whitehall,  and  reciting  that  the  commissioners  under  an  Act  passed 
in  the  9th  Geo.  IT,  for  dividing  and  inclosing  the  common  lands  in  the  parish  of 
Cheddleton,  by  their  award  allotted  to  James  Whitehall,  the  son  of  the  testator* 
for  his  freehold  estate  at  Femeyhill,  a  parcel  of  waste  land  lying  on  Wetley 
Moor,  containing  9a.  1b.  24p.  ;  and  reciting  that  it  did  not  appear  that  James 
Whitehall  the  son,  William  Hollins,  and  John  Braddock,  or  any  of  them,  ever 
laid  out  the  said  £200  in  the  purchase  of  land,  or  invested  the  same  on  any  other 
security,  but  that  the  sum  of  £8  per  annum,  as  the  interest  ot  the  £200,  had 
been  from  time  to  time  annually  paid  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  parcel  of 
land  so  allotted,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  to  the  schoolmaster  for  the 
time  being  of  the  school  at  Cheddleton,  and  that  it  was  presumed  that  some 
security  upon  the  parcel  of  land  for  the  £200  or  the  interest  thereof,  was  executed 
by  James  Whitehall  the  son,  which  could  not  be  found;  and  reciting  the 
particulars  of  other  allotments  made  under  the  indosure  to  John  Smith,  and 
William  Hill,  and  that  the  three  several  allotments  lay  together,  and  had  been 
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many  years  before  subdivided  into  the  several  closes  thereby  oonveyed,  and 
reciting  that  it  had  been  agreed,  that  ont  of  the  purchase-money,  being  £1,123, 
the  sum  of  £200  should  be  charged  upon  the  allotment  made  to  James  Whitehall 
the  son,  which  was  distinguished  in  a  plan  indorsed  on  the  release  by  a  red  line, 
and  that  the  same  should  be  conveyed  to  Elias  Bagnall,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal  sum  of  £200  to  the  person  who  should  be  entitled  under  the  oodidl 
of  the  first-named  James  Whitehall,  to  call  in  and  receive  the  same,  and,  until  the 
same  should  be  called  in,  subject  to  the  payment  of  £8  annually  to  the  school- 
master of  Cheddleton;  the  closes  were  in  consideration  of  the  payment  of  the 
residue  of  the  purchase-money,  and  of  the  covenant  of  Elias  Bagnall,  to  pay  the 
£200  and  the  interest  thereof,  conveyed  to  Elias  Bagnall,  and  to  a  trustee  for  him, 
subject  as  to  the  above-described  allotment,  to  the  payment  of  the  £200,  and 
until  payment  thereof  to  the  annual  sum  of  £8  on  23rd  August,  to  be  paid  to  the 
schoolmaster  of  Cheddletou,  as  the  interest  of  the  said  £300  at  four  per  cent. 
And  Elias  Bagnall  covenanted  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  would  pay  the 
principal  and  interest  accordingly ;  and  that  the  part  of  the  closes  which  was 
distinguished  on  the  plan  by  a  red  line,  should  remain  chargeable  with  such 
payments,  and  that  he,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  would  indemnify  Michael  Daintiy 
and  the  other  vendors  against  the  same. 

It  is  stated  on  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church,  that  the  same  donor, 
James  Whitehall,  gave  £30  to  build  a  place  to  teach  the  children  in. 

Mr.  Elias  Bagnall,  the  purchaser  under  the  above-mentioned  conveyance,  died 
in  1824,  and  the  lands  now  belong  to  his  children.  The  annual  sum  of  £8  has 
been  regularly  paid  to  Mr.  William  Bainbridge,  a  schoolmaster  in  the  parish  for 
teaching  poor  children  to  read,  in  a  school  built  with  the  £30  given  for  that 
purpose  by  Mr.  Whitehall.  Mr.  George  Allen,  who  was  one  of  the  conveying 
parties  of  the  lands  in  1810,  acted  in  the  management  of  the  charity  till  his  death, 
which  also  took  place  in  1824.    The  master  now  teaches  fifty  free  scholars. 

John  Bagnall's  Gift  to  the  School. — The  late  John 
Bagnall  of  Ringe  Hay,  gave  by  his  will,  bearing  date  in  1814, 
£5  yearly  for  ever,  to  be  charged  upon  the  Binge  Hay  House 
estate,  and  to  be  paid  to  such  person  as  should  be  duly- 
appointed  schoolmaster  of  the  free  school  of  Cheddleton,  on 
condition  that  he  should  instruct  four  poor  children  at  the  least, 
belonging  to  the  townships  of  Cheddington  and  Basford,  in 
English  and  writing,  such  children  to  be  nominated  by  the 
owner  of  Ringe  Hay. 

Although  this  donation  is  void  under  the  9th  Geo.  TI.  c.  86,, 
the  annuity  of  £5  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  appointed  under 
Whitehall's  gift  by  the  owner  of  the  Ringe  Hay  estate,  for 
teaching  five  children ;  the  remainder  of  the  master's  salary  is 
made  up  by  subscription. 


CHBDDLETON   CHARITIES.  547 

Charities. — P.  and  J.  Hollins^  twenty  shillings  each  to  the 
cnarate  and  the  poor  out  of  the  Shafferlong  estate. — ^Mrs.  Joliffe, 
£4  to  the  curate^  and  24s.  to  the  poor  at  Christmas. — The  un- 
derneath were  all  left  for  the  poor : — ^Balph  Sherratt,  16s.  out 
of  the  tithes  of  Old  Basford  j  Wm.  Nabbs,  10s.,  out  of  the  tithes 
of  the  Hills;  John  BagnaD,  20s.  out  of  Binge  Hay;  William 
Sneyd,  20s.  out  of  Mosslee  estate ;  James  Fenton,  5s.  out  of 
Cheddleton  Grange. — John  Penton,  £4  per  annum  out  of  Ched- 
dleton  Orange,  to  be  paid  as  apprenticeship  fee  with  poor  boys. 


WETTON. 

Wettok  is  a  romantically  situated  village  in  the  Moorlands, 
nine  miles  from  Leek,  with  500  inhabitants,  and  2600  acres  of 
land.  Within  two  miles  of  Wetton  there  is  a  copper  mine, 
which  for  many  years  produced  a  profit  of  £30,000  to  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire ;  some  800  tons  of  pure  copper  per  annum  were 
got  from  it. 

Mellob's  Gipt. — John  Mellor,  of  Wetton,  by  his  will,  dated 
80th  January,  1719,  gave  £4  a-year  to  his  executors,  John 
Altsop,  Emanuel  Cantrell,  and  Joseph  Lownds,  and  their  heirs, 
to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  of  Wetton  for  the  time 
being,  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  12  poor  children  of  the 
parish  of  Wetton  in  the  English  tongue  and  catechism,  till  they 
should  read  distinctly ;  such  sum  to  be  paid  to  the  schoolmaster, 
tax  free,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day,  by  equal  portions,  out 
the  rents  and  profits  of  a  messuage,  farm,  or  tenement,  called 
the  Hallfield,  in  the  parish  of  Wetton,  with  the  power  of  distress 
to  his  executors  and  their  heirs,  if  default  of  payment  should  be 
made  for  20  days.  Of  this  annuity  £8  is  paid  from  an  estate 
close  to  Wetton,  belonging  to  Mr.  Daniel  Cantrel,  of  Gathame, 
and  the  remaining  £1  from  an  estate  adjoining  the  former, 
belonging  to  Mr.  George  Porster,  of  Wetton.  These  sums  are 
paid  by  the  respective  owners  of  the  lands  to  the  schoolmaster 
in  Wetton,  Mr.  Samuel  Carrington,  who,  in  consideration 
thereof,  teaches   12   children  of  the  poorest  inhabitanta  of 


548  SHEEN    FREE    SCHOOL. 

Wetton,  appointed  by  them^  to  read^  and  also  to  write  and  cast 
accounts^  if  they  remain  long  enough  at  the  schooL 

Charities. — Thomas  Bagshaw  (1705),  12s.  equally  to  the 
poor,  on  Christmas  and  Easter-day.  Wm.  Lowndes  (1825), 
interest  of  £20  for  the  poor. 


SHEEN. 


Sheen  is  a  small  village,  four  miles  from  Longnor,  with  400 
people,  and  3000  acres  of  land,  in  the  manor  of  Alton,  but 
belonging  to  A.  J.  B.  Hope,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  who  built  new  schools 
here  in  1851,  at  a  cost  of  £700.  The  schoolmaster  teaches  ten 
free  scholars  in  return  for  £7  10s.  per  annum,  arising  from  the 
benefactions  as  recorded  underneath ;  and  from  subscriptions 
raised  in  1825  and  previously. 

FREE  SCHOOL. 
From  the  recitals  of  a  trust-deed  hereafter  mentioned,  it 
appears,  that  Richard  Ward,  of  Sandhutton,  in  the  county  of 
York,  by  his  will,  the  date  of  which  is  stated  on  a  table  of 
benefactions  in  the  church  to  have  been  9th  May,  1694,  gave 
to  the  town  and  parish  of  Sheen  the  sum  of  £50,  and  appointed 
certain  persons  therein  named,  together  with  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  to  take  care  that  the 
£50  should  be  laid  out  and  secured  in  land  of  inheritance,  and 
that  the  yearly  income  and  profit  thereof  should  be  disposed  of 
for  paying  the  school-hire  of  some  of  the  poorest  children  of 
that  parish,  until  they  could  read  the  English  Bible,  or  at  least 
the  New  Testament,  so  many  and  in  such  manner  as  the  yearly 
income  and  profits  would  extend  to  defray. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  1st  and  2nd  May,  1760, 
Thomas  Ward  the  yoonger,  and  Thomas  Ward  the  elder,  granted  to  Thonus 
Gonld,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  certam  parcels  of  land'  in  Sheen,  called  the  White 
Lands,  the  Littile  Banks,  the  Acre,  and  the  Cnbbats,  otherwise  Capboards,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  a  rent-charge  of  5Qb.  a-year,  as  the  interest  of  the  sum  o{  £50 
ao  beqneathed  by  the  will  of  Sioliaid  Ward.    And  by  a  tabeequent  indenture. 


SHEEN   FBEE    SCHOOL.  549 

bearing  date  the  28th  April,  1779,  Thomas  Gfould  granted  to  William  Gould,  his 
heirs  and  assigns,  a  farther  rent-charge  of  30s.  to  be  issnmg  out  of  the  parcels  of 
land  referred  to  in  the  before-mentioned  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  for  the 
purpose  of  augmenting  the  school  at  Sheen. 

The  lands  charged  with  these  payments,  and  which  contain  about  six  acres, 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  nephew  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Thomas  Gould.  Some  time  after  they  came  to  his  possession,  a  question 
was  raised,  whether  the  charity  was  not  entitled  to  some  further  interest  in  the 
lands  than  the  £4  a-year ;  and  about  47  years  ago,  on  occasion  of  a  subscription 
which  was  set  on  foot  in  the  parish  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  it  was  proposed 
to  Mr.  Gould,  with  a  view  to  set  this  question  at  rest,  that  he  should  give  £20  to 
that  subscription,  and  that  the  money  so  raised,  together  with  the  old  rent- 
chargQs,  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  one  set  of  trustees.  Mr.  Gould 
consented  to  this,  and  trust-deeds  were  prepared  accordingly. 

By  those  deeds,  which  are  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  Ist 
and  2nd  February,  1815,  and  made  between  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  nephew  and 
devisee  in  fee  of  Thomas  Gould,  of  the  first  part;  John  GJould,  Edward  Aloock, 
and  John  Gould,  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Sheen,  of  the  second 
part ;  Joseph  Gould,  of  Filsbnry,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  eldest  son  and  heir-at- 
law  of  William  Gould,  of  the  third  part. ;  and  11  persons,  of  whom  there  are  now 
living  the  said  'Joseph  Gould,  of  Pilsbury,  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  Samuel 
Johnson,  William  Wood,  John  Gould,  and  Thomas  Gilman  the  younger,  all 
freeholders  of  the  parish  of  Sheen,  of  the  fourth  part ;  after  reciting  the  will  of 
Richard  Ward,  and  the  indentures  of  May,  1760,  and  April,  1779,  it  is  witnessed, 
that  for  the  considerations  therein  mentioned,  John  Gould,  Edward  Alcock,  and 
John  Gould  granted  to  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  a 
building  used  as  a  school-house,  situate  in  Sheen  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Sheen ; 
and  Joseph  Gould,  of  Sheen,  and  Joseph  Gould,  of  Pilsbury,  respectively  granted 
to  the  parties  of  the  fourth  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  the  said  several  rent- 
charges  of  £2  10s.  and  £1  10s.,  upon  trust  to  permit  the  schoolmaster  for  the 
time  being,  to  be  appointed  as  thereinafter  mentioned,  to  use  and  enjoy  the  build- 
ing as  a  school-room,  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Sheen; 
and  upon  further  trust  to  pay  the  rent  thereof,  if  the  same  should  be  let  to  any 
other  person,  and  also  the  rent-charges,  to  such  schoolmaster  for  teaching  so  many 
of  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Sheen,  to  read  in  the  Eng]ish  Bible  or 
Testament,  as  the  trustees  for  the  time  being,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  should 
think  the  several  sums  an  adequate  compensation  for.  And  it  was  agreed  and 
dedaicd,  that  the  trustees  or  the  majority  of  them,  assembled  at  a  meeting  to  be 
convened,  after  10  day's  notice  given  in  the  church  at  Sheen,  during  divine  service, 
should,  and  they  were  thereby  empowered,  on  the  death  or  removal  of  any 
schoolmaster,  to  appoint  another  fit  and  proper  person  to  be  schoobnaster;  and 
from  time  to  time,  when  and  as  they  should  have  good  cause,  and  should  deem  it 
expedient,  owing  to  any  gross  misbehaviour,  or  incapacity  through  age  or  infirmity 
of  such  master,  to  remove  him  from  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  and  appoint 
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another  thereto.  And  it  was  provided  that  when  the  number  of  tmstees  sholQd 
be  reduced,  by  death  or  otherwise,  to  three  (exclusive  of  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  who  were  thenceforth  to  be  considered  trustees),  the  remaining  trustees, 
after  notice,  should  meet  and  choose,  out  of  the  freeholders  of  the  parish,  so 
many  new  trustees  as  they  should  think  prudent,  and  should  convey  the  property 
of  the  charity  to  the  use  of  the  surviving  and  new  trustees ;  and  after  reciting 
that,  for  increasing  the  salary  of  the  schoolmaster,  and  extending  the  benefit  of 
the  school,  the  several  donations  expressed  in  a  schedule  to  the  release  had  been 
subscribed,  it  was  witnessed  and  declared  that  the  sums  so  as  aforesaid  or  there- 
after to  be  subscribed,  should  from  time  to  time  be  laid  out  or  invested  for  the 
benefit  of  the  establishment  by  the  trustees,  or  the  majority  of  them,  in  such  man- 
ner as  they  should  think  most  advantageous,  and  the  interest  or  proceeds  thereof 
should  be  applied  by  them  for  the  reparation  of  the  school-house  when  neo^ssary, 
and  the  residue  thereof  paid  to  the  schoolmaster  for  instructing  the  same  poor 
children  of  the  parish  of  Sheen,  for  whose  benefit  the  two  rent-charges  were  there- 
inbefore directed,  to  be  applied  in  writing  and  arithmetic  as  well  as  reading. 

The  subscription  above-mentioned,  amounted  to  about  £175.,  and  was  placed, 
as  received,  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Brittlebank  and  Son,  solicitors,  at  Oddo«  near 
Wirksworth,  in  Derbyshire,  who  paid  interest  for  it  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent. 

Afterwards  Mr.  Brittlebank  placed  the  money  in  the  bank  of  Messrs.  Ark- 
wright,  Toplis  and  Co.  of  Wirksworth,  from  whom  only  £2  per  cent  interest  was 
received. 

Charities. — Ellen  Birch,  18s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  on  St. 

Thomas's-day.     Ashton,  20s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  at 

Christmas. — Elizabeth  Unett  (1747),  10s.  per  annum  to  the 
poor,  out  of  Groundslow  Fields  Farm,  on  St.  Thomases-day. — 
Jane  Price  (1823),  interest  of  £5  to  five  poor  widows. 


ROCESTER. 

Bocesteb  is  a  large  village,  five  miles  &om  Uttoxeter,  witli 
1200  inhabitants,  and  2600  acres  of  land.  An  exchange  of 
some  property  belonging  to  Wilmot  Brainbrigge  was  made  in 
1824,  for  a  rent-charge  of  £2,  out  of  land  belonging  to  James 
Blair,  for  the  use  of  the  school ;  he  gave  land  to  build  a  school 
thereon,  to  be  built  by  the  parishioners ;  and  it  is  now  supported 
by  Thomas  Houldsworth,  the  occupier  of  the  cotton  milt 

The  other  charities  are  £3  Os.  8d.  to  the  vicar,  and  £12  IBs. 
for  the  poor,  per  annum,  left  by  various  benefactors. 
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ALSTONEFIELD. 

AiiSTONETiELD  is  a  well-built  village^  six  miles  from  Ashbourne. 
This  is  a  favorite  retreat  of  tourists^  affording  them  a  first-rate 
inn  to  rest  after  their  rambles  in  the  beautiful  scenery  around. 
In  the  hamlet  of  Narrowdale^  in  this  township^  the  inhabitants 
never  see  the  sun  before  one  o^  clocks  on  account  of  the  high 
rocks  surrounding  it;  and  it  is  never  visible  in  the  quarter 
when  nearest  the  tropic  of  Capricorn. 

This  parish  is  remarkable  for  containing  24^000  acres  of 
land^  with  only  5000  inhabitants^  divided  into  nine  townships. 

Gebman  Pole^s  Gift  to  School. 
Mr.  German  Pole,  by  his  will,  dated  28th  May  1725,  gave 
out  of  his  personal  estate  the  sum  of  £40,  to  be  put  out  at 
interest  by  his  executors,  or  laid  out  in  land,  so  that  the  interest 
or  rent  might  be  yearly  for  ever  paid  to  a  schoolmaster,  at  the 
discretion  of  his  executors,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  or  his 
heirs,  together  with  the  vicar  of  Alstonefield  for  the  time  being, 
or  the  major  part  of  them,  for  the  teaching  of  poor  children  of 
that  part  of  the  liberty  of  Alstonefield  below  Arched  Bridge, 
to  read.  He  also  willed  that  his  executors  should  dispose  of 
the  further  sum  of  £20,  either  by  placing  the  same  out  at 
interest,  or  by  purchasing  land  with  it ;  and  that  the  interest 
or  rents  should  be  yearly  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the 
persons  above  mentioned,  to  such  poor  persons,  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Alstonefield,  living  below  Arched  Bridge,  at 
such  convenient  time  about  Christmas  as  they  should  think 
proper.  These  legacies  appear  to  have  been  afterwards  in  the 
hands  of  Thomas  Ley,  Esq.,  of  Mayfield  (son  of  the  Rev.  Aden 
Ley,  one  of  the  executors  of  German  Pole),  who  by  his  will 
dated  in  August,  1787,  acknowledged  that  he  was  indebted 
£60  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Alstonefield,  and  to  have 
passed  by  personal  representation  to  B.  C.  Greaves  Ley,  Esq., 
of  Ingleby,  who  regularly  paid  the  interest,  being  £8  a  year, 
during  his  life.  He  died  in  the  spring  of  1824,  having  ap- 
pointed as  his  sole  executor  Valentine  Green,  Esq.,  of  Nor- 
manton,  near  Ashby-de-la-Zouch. 
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Forty  shillings  a  year  has  been  paid  to  a  schoolmaster  in 
Alstonefield,  who  in  respect  thereof,  and  of  a  contribution  of 
about  £5  from  Sir  George  Crewe,  teaches  to  read  and  write  as 
many  of  the  poor  children  of  the  parish  as  apply. 

In  the  time  of  the  late  Sir  Henry  Harper  Crewe,  a  piece  of 
the  waste,  containing  from  25  to  80  acres,  was  inclosed  by 
direction  of  his  then  steward,  and  let  for  £30  a  year,  which 
rent  was  appropriated  to  the  support  of  the  school.  This  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done  without  any  previous  consent  obtained 
of  the  freeholders,  who  have  rights  of  common  on  the  waste ; 
and  Sir  George  Crewe,  on  his  coming  to  the  property  after  the 
death  of  his  father.  Sir  Henry,  received  a  regular  complaint  of 
this  encroachment  on  the  part  of  the  freeholders,  through  his 
agent ;  in  consequence  he  engaged  to  break  up  the  inclosure^ 
and  throw  the  land  open  again  to  the  common,  leaving  it  only 
for  a  year  or  two  in  the  hands  of  the  tenant,  to  remunerate  him 
for  the  expense  he  had  been  at  in  cultivating  it. 

The  then  schoolmaster,  upon  this  rent  being  taken  away,  gave 
up  the  school,  and  the  succeeding  master  continued  it  in  the 
hope  that  some  compensation  would  be  made  for  the  loss  of 
this  land.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  foregoing  statement, 
that  the  land  was  never  legally  appropriated  to  the  charity, 
and  consequently  that  no  claim  for  compensation  in  fact  exists. 
The  school  is  a  neat  stone  structure,  erected  in  1842. 

Chaejties. — Henry  Jackson  (1702),  rent  of  13a.  2b.  12p. 
of  land,  called  the  Heald,  in  Waterfall  parish — about  £22  per 
annum,  distributed  in  February. 

German  Pole  (1725),  interest  of  £20  to  the  poor. 


ILAM. 

Ilam  is  a  small  village  five  miles  north  of  Ashboum,  with 
about  300  people,  and  2300  acres  of  land.  The  family  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  once  dwelt  here  in  Throwley  Hall. 

Lady  Bkllott's  Chaeity. — ^An  annual  sum  of  £4,  paid  in 
respect  of  a  benefaction  given  by  Lady  Bellott  for  the  educa* 
tion  of  poor  children  of  the  parish  of  Ilam,  is  received  from 
the  steward  of  certain  estates  in  the  parishes  of  Audley  and 
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Wolstanton,  called  the  Apedale  and  Podmore  estates^  formerly 
belonging  to  Sir  Nigel  Bowyer  Gresley. 

Lady  Bellott^s  benefaction  is  stated  to  have  been  a  legacy 
of  £100^  bnt  the  will  is  lost^  and  we  cannot  state  the  particulars 
of  the  gifl.  The  legacy  is  understood  to  have  been  given  for 
the  education  of  eight  children.  The  £4  is  now  paid  towards 
the  support  of  a  National  School  in  the  parish^  at  which  about 
fifty  boys  and  thirty  girls  are  taught  by  Mrs.  Susan  Hodkinson^ 
and  the  further  expense  of  which  is  defrayed  by  Jesse  Watts 
Bussell^  Esq.^  of  Bam  Hall. 


BUTTEETON. 

BuTTEETON  is  a  large  village^  five  miles  south  of  Longnor,  with 
400  inhabitants,  and  1500  acres  of  land;  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire is  lord  of  the  manor. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 
William  Mellor,  by  indenture  bearing  date  9th  March, 
1754,  and  enrolled  in  Chancery,  between  Henry  Cock,  William 
Gibbs,  Anthony  Wright,  and  Rebecca  his  wife,  and  William 
Taylor,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife^  which  said  Henry  Cock,  William 
Gibbs,  Rebecca  Wright,  and  Elizabeth  Taylor,  were  heirs  at 
law  of  William  Mellor,  late  of  Butterton,  yeoman,  deceased,  of 
the  first  part ;  and  Sampson  Salt,  William  Gibbs  the  younger, 
and  three  others,  of  the  second  part;  reciting  that  William 
Mellor,  by  his  will,  gave  to  his  executors,  Anthony  Wright  and 
John  Gibbs,  deceased,  the  messuage  and  lands  thereinafter 
mentioned,  in  trust  that  they  might  settle  the  same  as  he  had 
privately  directed  and  appointed ;  and  reciting  that  the  mes- 
suage and  lands  were  intended  by  the  testator  to  have  remained 
vested  in  his  executors  in  trust  for  maintaining  a  schoolmaster 
to  officiate  in  a  charity-school,  immediately  after  his  death  to 
have  been  set  up  in  the  town  of  Butterton ;  and  reciting  that 
the  heirs  at  law  of  WiUiam  Mellor  had  concurred  in  so  far  com- 
plying with  the  testator's  intention  as  to  settle  the  estate  in 
manner  thereinafter  expressed,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
sum  thereinafter  specified :  It  was  witnessed,  that  the  parties 
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of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  five  shillings,  bargained  and 
sold  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  a  mes- 
suage or  tenement  in  the  parish  of  Grindon,  in  the  possession 
of  William  Wood,  and  all  closes  and  parcels  of  land  in  the 
possession  of  William  Wood,  and  to  the  messuage  belonging, 
with  the  appurtenances,  and  all  the  estate  which  was  devised 
by  the  will  of  William  Mellor  to  his  executors,  in  trust,  to  be 
settled  (subject  to  a  term  of  100  years,  of  one  moiety  of  the 
premises,  by  an  indenture  of  release,  bearing  date  6th  March, 
1753,  limited  to  William  Barker  for  securing  to  him  £40  and 
interest,)  upon  trust,  that  the  trustees  and  their  heirs  should 
for  ever,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises,  annually 
purchase  books  for,  and  pay  for  the  schooling  and  education  of 
(in  reading  and  writing  the  English  language  only),  within  the 
town  and  parish  of  Butterton,  so  many  poor  children  of  the 
town  and  parish  as  the  trustees  should  from  time  to  time  think 
proper  to  order,  direct  and  appoint. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  bearing  date  9th  and 
]  0th  February  1813,  Thomas  Gibbs  as  the  eldest  son  and  heir 
of  William  Gibbs  the  younger,  mentioned  in  the  above  ab- 
stracted deed,  who  survived  his  co-trustees,  conveyed  the 
trust  premises  to  the  Rev.  James  Whittaker,  William  Ham- 
bleton,  James  Cock,  Thomas  Mellor,  and  Thomas  Rudgyard, 
as  new  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  under  the  description  of  a 
messuage  or  tenement  called  Greenhead,  with  the  bam  and  oat- 
buildings  thereto  belonging,  and  three  closes  lying  near  the 
messuage  called  the  Little  Dickhills  and. the  Greenhead  Closes, 
containing  by  estimation  six  acres,  and  a  close  in  Butterton 
called  the  Easter  Close,  containing  by  estimation  one  acre  and 
one  rood,  and  an  allotment,  formerly  part  of  the  Commons  of 
Butterton,  and  allotted  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  for  inclosing 
the  same,  to  the  trustees  mentioned  in  the  deed  of  1754>  con- 
taining 1b.  12p.  It  is  stated  in  this  deed,  that  the  term  of  100 
years  mentioned  in  the  former  deed,  had  been  satisfied  and 
surrendered.  Thomas  Rudgyard  never  executed  the  deed  or 
acted  in  the  trust. 

The  house  and  land  in  Grindon,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  field,  less  than  an  acre  in  size,  called  the  Little  DickhiU, 
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are  held  together  with  the  acre  and  a  quarter  in  Bntterton^ 
called  the  Easter  Close^  and  these  and  the  Little  Dickhill^  and 
the  allotment  in  Butterton  are  let  at  £19  per  ann.^  which  is  paid 
to  Thomas  Mellor^  a  schoolmaster  in  Butterton^  for  which  he 
teach'es  20  poor  children  of  the  chapelry  to  read^  and  if  they 
remain  long  enough  at  school,  to  write.  The  children  are 
appointed  by  the  trustees. 

CuABiTiES. — ^Mrs.  Stubbs,  £10  per  annum  to  the  curate, 
and  £7  13s.  per  annum  to  the  poor  in  money. — Elizabeth  Hall 
(1758),  24s.  out  of  the  Town  Lowland,  in  bread  monthly. — 
Joan  Adsetts  (1788),  £1  7s.  per  annum  in  money. 


ALTON. 

Alton  is  a  well-built  and  extensive  village,  four  miles  east  of 
Cheadle.  The  parish  contains  7000  acres  of  land,  and  2,500 
inhabitants.  In  the  township  of  Farley  stands  Alton  Towers, 
the  seat  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury.  The  lords  of  the  manor 
formerly  had  the  power  of  tiying  and  executing  criminals  on 
the  spot  called  Grallows  HiU. 

Wall's  Chakitt. — ^Anthony  Wall,  by  his  will,  bearing  date 
20th  May,  1721,  gave  all  his  lands  and  premises  then  in  his 
possession  to  Anne  Wall,  his  wife,  for  life,  and  afterwards  to  the 
use  and  benefit  of  a  school,  to  be  kept  to  teach  and  bring  up 
children  of  the  poorer  sort,  such  as  their  parents  should  not  be 
able  to  pay  school-wages  for,  within  the  parish  of  Alveton,  such 
school  to  be  kept  within  the  borough  of  Alveton,  the  land  being 
in  the  parish  of  Alveton,  and  called  Holbrooks,  with  the  bam 
in  it,  which  premises  he  gave  to  the  uses  above-mentioned  for 
ever,  to  be  employed  to  the  best  advantage  that  could  be 
proposed,  and  done  by  his  trustees,  Boger  Sutton  and  James 
Crongh,  of  Alveton ;  and  after  their  decease,  he  gave  and  con- 
fiirmed  the  power  he  had  given  to  them,  to  their  heirs,  or  such 
other  persons  as  they  should  at  their  deceases,  or  sooner, 
appoint  for  the  true  performance  thereof,  and  so  successively 
firom  time  to  time  for  ever.    The  land  given  by  this  donor. 
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called  Holbrooks,  consists  of  about  three  acres  of  pasture.  The 
rent  is  received  by  the  vicar,  and  is  paid  by  him  to  a  school- 
master in  Alveton,  who  for  this  teaches  12  poor  children  of  the 
parish  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts.  It  appears  that  at  the 
death  of  the  testator^s  widow  this  land  was  let  for  50s.  a-year, 
and  continued  at  that  rent  till  Mr.  Blackey  came  to  the  living, 
about  the  year  1804,  the  occupiers  having  refused  to  submit  to 
any  increase  of  rent,  which  the  death  of  the  trustees  under  the 
will  rendered  it  difficult  to  enforce.  Through  Mr.  Blackey's 
exertions,  and  the  inJBuence  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  who 
resides  in  the  parish,  and  to  whom  the  then  occupier  was  a 
tenant,  the  possession  of  the  land  was  given  up  to  Mr.  Blackey 
and  some  other  parishioners,  whom  the  Earl  requested  to  act 
as  trustees  for  the  charity,  and  was  let  by  them  in  the  manner 
before  stated. 

Charities. — Thos.  Keys,  6d.  per  week  for  bread — Wm. 
Gent,  20s.  per  annum,  out  of  land  called  Eaton  Flats,  in  money 
on  Good  Friday. — John  Johnson,  10s.  out  of  Gorsley  Crofts,  in 
money  on  St.  Thomas^s-day. — Mary  Shaw,  lOs.  per  annum,  out 
of  Peakstones  Farm,  half  to  a  poor  person  named  Shaw,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  poor. — Mr.  Brough,  lOs.  per  annum  out  of 
Quixill  Farm,  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. — Richard 
Harper  and  the  Bill  family,  £5  per  annum  for  the  poor,  and  £4 
for  the  curate. — Bichard  Harper  and  the  Gilbert  family,  20s. 
yearly  for  the  poor  of  Cotton. — Thos.  Heaton  (1848),  interest 
of  £30  for  the  poor  of  Cotton. 


LONGNOE. 


LoNQNOB  is  a  small  market  town,  10  miles  north  of  Leek,  con- 
taining 787  acres  and  600  people.  An  old  soldier,  William 
BiUinge,  died  here  112  years  old;  he  drew  his  last  breath 
within  150  yards  of  his  birthplace.  Andrew  Bromwich  was 
bom  here ;  he  was  condemned  to  die  at  Stafford  assizes,  in 
1679,  because  he  was  a  Catholic  priest,  but  esci4>ed  by  inter- 
cession of  the  judges. 


^ 
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THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Robinson's  Chasitt.— John  Robinson,  by  his  will,  bearing  date  23rd  April, 
1793,  and  proved  in  the  Consistory]  Court  at  Lichfield  in  the  same  year,  gave  to 
the  school  at  Longnor,  one  half  of  the  interest  of  the  money  that  was  on  the  road 
leading  from  Longnor  to  Leek,  and  the  other  half  of  the  interest  he  gave  to  the 
poor  of  Longnor,  and  Heathy  Lee,  to  be  equally  divided  between  them.  And  he 
appointed  John  Jananoe,  of  the  Edgetop,  to  be  his  executor.  The  sum  invested 
upon  the  security  of  the  tolls  was  £196  secured  by  indenture,  executed  by  the 
trustees  of  the  road,  and  dated  25th  March,  1785,  at  five  per  cent,  interest, 
rendering  amiually  £9 16s.  This  interest  was  paid  by  the  treasurer  of  the  toUs, 
from  the  year  1800  very  irregularly.  Nine  payments  only,  each  of  one  year's 
interest,  were  received  at  different  times  between  the  4th  of  April,  1801,  and  3rd 
April,  1823.  In  October,  1824,  an  order  was  made  by  the  trustees  of  the  road 
for  the  payment  of  another  year's  interest,  due  for  the  year  ending  at  Michaelmas 
1806.  The  principal  sum  secured  upon  the  road  was  £10,000.  Whenever 
the  executor  received  a  year's  interest  from  the  trustees,  he  immediately  sent  poor 
children  of  the  chapelry  of  Longnor,  usually  about  six  or  eight,  to  a  school  in 
Longnor,  to  which,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  he  paid  half  of  the  year's  interest  so 
received,  amounting  to  £4  18s.  for  their  education.  In  the  years  when  he 
received  no  uiterest,  no  children  were  taught  on  account  of  this  charity. 

The  sdiool  is  kept  in  a  building  formerly  used  as  a  Methodist  meeting-house, 
and  which  was  purchased  for  the  sum  of  £40,  raised  as  it  seems  by  subscription, 
and  conveyed  by  indenture  of  feoffinent,  dated  17th  December,  1799,  to  Thomas 
Wood,  churchwarden  of  Longnor,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  purpose  of  being  con- 
verted into  a  school-house  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants.  The  school  had 
formerly  been  kept  in  the  chapel.  About  90  years  ago  a  school-room  was  built, 
which  was  found  too  small,  and  was  given  with  the  £40  in  exchange  for  the 
presdit  room.  The  repairs  of  the  school-room  have  been  usually  defrayed  out  of 
the  chapel  rates,  but  this  mode  of  payment  is  objected  to,  as  the  situation 
is  so  inconvenient,  that  many  of  the  parishioners  are  unable  to  send  their 
children  to  it. 

The  other  Half  of  the  interest  b  divided  in  moieties  between  the  poor  of 
Longnor,  and  the  poor  of  Heathy  Lee.  The  portion  belonging  to  the  poor  of 
Heathy  Lee  b  paid  over  to  one  of  the  farmers  residing  in  that  quarter. 

Chableswobth's  Chabitt. — ^Mr.  Moses  Charlesworth,  of  Longnor,  left  by 
will,  bearing  date  November  25th,  1794,  the  interest  of  £20  to  the  sdiool  of 
Longnor,  for  the  instruction  of  two  poor  children  in  reading.  He  further 
bequeathed  the  interest  of  £20  to  four  of  the  poorest  widows  belonging  to  the 
township  of  Longnor  that  should  attend  the  church  on  Christmas-day  for  ever. 

Mrs.  Ann  Collier,  who  died  in  December,  1833,  left  the  interest  of  £50,  for 
schooling  poor  children,  and  of  £30  for  clothing  poor  widows. 

3t 
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WARSLOW. 

Wasslow  is  four  miles  south  of  Longnor,  containing  4,000 
acres  of  land,  and  about  750  people. 

School. — There  is  a  school  at  Warslow,  kept  in  a  school- 
room built  by  a  subscription  among  the  inhabitants  in  the  year 
1788,  which  is  in  part  supported  by  a  small  endowment  made 
up  of  the  following  sums : — An  annual  sum  of  £2  10s.  derived 
from  the  gift  of  Mr.  Thomas  Gould,  who  by  will,  dated  26th 
June,  1729,  and  proved  in  the  Consistory  Court  at  Lichfield,  in 
1734,  gave  the  sum  of  £2  10s.  yearly  for  ever,  for  the  teaching 
and  instruction  of  six  of  the  poorest  children  belonging  to 
Warslow  and  Elkstone  in  learning,  to  be  paid  out  of  his  real 
estate  in  lands  at  Butterton,  with  a  power  of  distress  to  the 
overseers  and  churchwardens  of  Warslow.  A  fiiriher  sum  of 
£1  10s.  a-year  is  paid  in  satisfaction  of  a  legacy  of  Thomas 
Grindon,  who,  by  his  will,  dated  3rd  October,  1 804,  gave  to 
his  nephews,  John  Grindon,  and  WiUiam  Grindon,  a  tenement 
or  parcel  of  land  called  Copside,  in  the  township  of  Warslow, 
to  hold  to  them  and  their  heirs,  subject  to  the  payment  of 
£1  10s.  a-year  for  999  years,  for  the  purpose  of  educating  as 
many  of  the  poorest  children  belonging  to  the  township  as  his 
nephews,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  should  think  proper.  In 
respect  of  these  two  sums  of  50s.  and  30s.,  the  master  of  the 
school  teaches  five  poor  children.  There  is  also-  a  parcel  of 
land,  between  nine  and  ten  acres  in  size,  which  was  inclosed 
about  18  years  ago  out  of  the  waste  lands  in  the  parish,  for  the 
support  of  the  free  school.  The  land  is  divided  into  three 
equal  parcels,  at  the  several  rents  of  £4  5s.  each,  making 
together  £12  15s.  This  inclosure  was  made  by  the  agent  of 
the  late  Sir  Henry  Harper  Crewe,  the  lord  of  the  manor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  freeholders,  but  no  effectual  conveyance  of 
the  land  to  the  use  of  the  charity  appears  to  have  been  made. 
In  respiBct  of  the  rent  of  this  land,  the  master  of  the  school 
teaches  1 5  poor  children.    Boys  as  well  as  girls  are  sent  to  the 
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school  as  free  scholars^  and  all  are  instracted  gratuitously  in 
reading  and  writing ;  they  also  learn  arithmetic  if  they  choose, 
but  for  this  their  parents  pay.  The  master  takes  other 
scholars,  who  pay  for  their  instruction. 

Charities. — John  Greensmith,  20s.  a-year  to  poor  widows. 


BIDDULPH. 


BiBDULPH  is  a  hilly  moorland  parish,  four  miles  from  Burslem, 

containing  5530  acres  of  land,  and  about  2400  people ;   in  this 

parish  the  river  Trent  rises.     Coals  and  fine  sand  are  sent  hence 

to  the  Potteries.     John  Bateman,  Esq.,  of  Knypersley,  erected 

a  church,  parsonage,  and  school  here,  at  a  cost  of  £10,000. 

Water  shed  near  this  parsonage  may  be  turned  either  into  the 

Trent  or  Mersey. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

There  is  a  school  at  Biddulph,  towards  the  support  of  which 
the  following  benefactions  have  been  applied. 

Ladt  Bellot's  Gift. — ^The  sum  of  £4  a-year  is  received  by  the  schoolmaster 
from  the  steward  of  certain  estates  in  the  parishes  of  Andley  and  Wolstanton, 
called  the  Apedale  and  Podmore  Estates,  formerly  belong^g  to  the  late  Sir  Nigel 
Bowyer  Gresley,  and  now  the  property  in  certain  proportions  of  Richard  Edensor 
Heathcote,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  Edward  Woodyatt  and  Mrs.  Woodyatt.  It  is 
understood  to  be  derived  from  a  legacy  of  £100  given  by  Lady  Bellot  Ibr  the 
education  of  poor  children  of  this  parish ;  but  we  have  been  unable  to  discover 
that  part  of  the  will  of  Lady  Bellot  which  relates  to  this  gift.  Some  further  par- 
ticulars concerning  it  will  be  found  in  a  preceding  page,  in  the  account  of  a  similar 
payment  to  the  free  school  &t  Audley. 

Moulton's  Gut. — ^By  an  instrument  in  writing,  dated  31st  March,  1707,  and 
signed  by  Martha  Gosling,  reciting  that  her  uncle,  Samuel  Moulton,  by  his  will 
gave  to  the  parish  school  of  Biddulph,  under  certain  limitations,  £1(K),  and 
appointed  her  and  her  late  sister  Sarah,  executrixes,  and  gave  them  certain 
instructions  respecting  the  employment  thereof,  she,  Martha  Gosling,  thereby 
made  and  assigned  the  £100  to  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  of  Biddulph  and  their 
successors  for  ever,  in  trust  to  lay  out  the  same  on  the  best  security  for  the 
highest  interest  that  could  conveniently  be  had,  and  apply  the  produce  thereof, 
first  in  discharging  the  expenses  of  procuring,  fixing,  and  keeping  in  repair,  a 
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memorandum,  to  be  painted  on  a  board  in  the  church  of  Biddulph,  and  another  in 
the  school,  respecting  the  donation  and  its  donor,  and  the  remainder  in  paying  the 
schoobnaster  of  the  school  for  teaching  poor  children  residing  in  the  parish  of 
Biddulph,  the  children  to  be  chosen  by  the  officiating  minister,  whether  vicar  or 
curate,  and  the  churchwardens,  and  to  be  paid  for  by  them  after  the  same  rate 
that  the  schoolmaster  charged  for  other  children,  according  to  what  they  were 
appointed  to  learn.  And  she  directed  that  that  writing  should  be  kept,  with  the 
securities  which  the  vicar  and  churchwardens  should  take  for  the  £100,  in  the 
church  chest,  among  the  other  writings  belonging  to  the  parish.  This  money  was 
placed  in  the  hands  of  Prands  Gosling,  upon  the  security  of  his  bond  given  to  the 
Bev.  Jonathan  Wilson,  vicar  of  Biddulph,  Jones  Parkinson,  and  Beigamin  Barker, 
both  of  Biddulph,  conditioned  for  the  payment  of  £100,  with  interest  at  £4  lOB. 
percent. 

IIowlby's  Gift. — Mr.  Thomas  Rowley,  late  of  Overton,  who  died  in  the 
spring  of  1824,  b  stated  to  have  left  £100  for  the  benefit  of  the  school,  in  respect 
of  which  his  representatives  are  to  have  the  privilege  of  sending  four  children  to 
be  taught  there.  The  £100  was  paid  to  the  churchwardens  of  the  division  of 
Overton  a  short  time  before  the  examination  by  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in 
1823,  and  was  placed  by  him  in  the  Congleton  Bank  till  a  good  security  could  be 
foimd  for  it. 

A  school-room  and  dwelling-house  for  the  master  were  built 
about  1785,  by  a  subscription  among  the  parishioners,  at  a  place 
called  Crabtree-green ;  and  a  lease  was  afterwards  granted  by 
Edward  Mainwaring,  Esq.,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Biddulph,  of 
this  school-house,  and  a  parcel  of  land  adjoining,  containing  by 
estimation  1r.  34p.,  to  Wm.  Sleigh  and  John  Hopkins,  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  of  Biddulph,  and  their  successors,  for  99 
years  from  Lady-day,  1802,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  Is.,  with  a 
covenant  by  the  lessees  not  to  apply  the  building,  without  the 
consent  in  writing  of  the  lessor,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  e:srcept 
to  a  schoolmaster  or  schoolmistress,  for  educating  children 
therein. 

Upon  the  building  of  the  school,  six  trustees  were  appointed 
by  the  parish,  who  have  been  renewed  from  time  to  time,  each 
of  whom  has  exercised  a  right  to  send  two  poor  children  to  be 
taught  free,  in  respect  of  the  mastoids  occupation  of  the  house, 
which  is  a  good  one,  and  garden,  and  of  the  interest  of  Lady 
Beliefs  and  Moulton's  gifts,  which  Mr.  Rowley  in  his  lifetime 
was  accustomed  to  make  up  to  £10  in  the  whole,  as  the  master's 
salary  for  teaching  12  poor  children.     They  are  taught  reading 
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only  for  this  remuneration.  The  master^  Mr.  James  Parting- 
ton, is  allowed  to  take  other  scholars,  who  pay  for  their 
instruction.  The  school  was  rebuilt  in  1834,  and  made  freehold 
in  1841. 

Charities. — ^Various  donors,  24s.  per  annum  for  the  poor, 
on  the  Sunday  after  2nd  February,  in  small  sums. — Jn.  Stonier 
(1732),  288.  per  ann.  on  2nd  February,  for  the  poor  not  on  the 
pauper  list. — ^Wm.  Garter,  £4  1  Os.  for  poor  householders,  on 
Good  Friday, 


MUCCLESTONE. 


MiTCCLESTONE  is  a  Small  village,  five  miles  from  Market  Drayton ; 
four  of  its  nine  townships  are  in  Shropshire. 

THE  CHARITY  SCHOOL. 

Obslet's  Gift.— John  Orsley,  by  his  wfll,  bearing  date  4th  April,  1810,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury,  3rd  May,  1810,  bequeathed  to 
James  Gaunt  the  sum  of  £811  13s.  2d.  stock,  three  per  cent,  consols  and  long 
annuities,  producing  £31  4fl.  6d.  yearly,  upon  trust,  to  sell  the  same,  and  with  the 
produce  to  purchase  so  much  stock  three  per  cent,  consols,  as  would  produce  the 
several  yearly  sums  of  £20,  £5,  and  £5 ;  and  he  directed  that  James  Gaunt,  his 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  should  be  possessed  thereof,  in  trust,  to  pay 
yearly  the  clear  sum  of  £20  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Darington  or 
Kneeton,  in  the  parish  of  Mucdestone,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  be  by  them 
used  and  applied  in  the  best  and  most  beneficial  manner  in  and  about  the  support 
of  the  charity  school  of  the  parish ;  and  also  to  pay  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  the  yearly  sum  of  £5,  to  be  by  them  applied  and  distributed  at  such 
time  as  should  be  convenient,  in  bread,  amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and  also 
to  pay  the  like  sum  of  £5  yearly,  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  parish 
of  Finchley,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  to  be  appropriated  and  distributed  unto, 
and  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  that  parish ;  and  he  appointed  James  Gaunt  his 
executor. 

In  1825  a  petition  was  presented  in  the  Court  of  Chancery,  by  William  John 
Delanoey  Arnold  and  Mary  Ward,  the  executor  and  executrix  of  the  will  of 
James  Gaunt^  deceased,  setting  forth  the  bequest  above-mentioned,  and  stating 
that  the  several  annuities  given  by  the  will,  were  considerably  in  arrear,  and  that 
they  had  not  been  able  to  discover  that  any  stock  had  been  purchased  by  James 
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Gaunt,  to  answer  the  payments,  but  that  there  was  snfficicnt  assets  to  pay  all  the 
arrears,  and  to  purchase  such  stock,  and  praying  that  it  might  be  referred  to  the 
master  to  take  an  account  of  the  arrears,  and  to  ascertain  what  sum  would  be 
required  to  purchase  stock  sufficient  to  answer  and  pay  the  annuities,  and  that 
whatsoever  sum  should  be  found  due  for  arrears,  and  should  be  required  for  the 
purchase  of  the  stock,  might  be  paid  out  of  the  personal  estate  of  James  Gaunt, 
and  that  a  scheme  might  be  approved  for  the  reg^ulation  of  the  charities,  and  that 
proper  persons  should  be  appointed  trustees,  into  whose  names  the  stodc  should 
be  transferred,  or  that  the  funds  might  be  otherwise  secured  and  distributed 
under  the  directions  of  the  court ;  that  the  charity  should  be  registered  aooording 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  52  Geo.  3,  aud  that  the  costs  of  this  petition 
might  be  paid  out  of  the  charity  funds. 

On  the  17th  August,  1825,  it  was  referred  to  the  master  to  take  an  acoount  of 
the  arrears  due  in  respect  of  the  annual  sum  of  £20 ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
petitioners  should  pay  the  amount  into  the  Bank  with  the  privity  of  the  Aooountant 
General,  and  that  it  should  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  three  per  cent,  consols, 
in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  to  the  credit  of  this  cause,  and  the 
account  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  Dorrington  and  Knighton,  and 
that  the  petitioners  should  purchase  £666  13s.  4d.  like  stock,  in  the  name  of  the 
Accountant  General,  to  the  same  account ;  and  that  the  dividends  of  the  stock  so 
purchased  should  be  paid,  until  further  order  of  the  court,  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers,  to  be  by  them  applied,  after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses 
attending  the  receiving  of  the  same,  in  the  best  manner  in  and  about  the  charity 
school  of  the  parish,  as  directed  by  the  will  of  John  Orsley :  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  master  to  take  a  like  account  of  the  arrears  due  in  respect  of  the  sum  of 
£5,  directed  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers ;  and  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  arrears  thereof  should  in  like  manner  be  paid  and  laid  out  in  the  purchase 
of  three  per  cent,  consols,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  to  the  credit 
of  this  cause,  and  the  account  of  the  £5  annuity  to  the  parish  of  Mucdestone ; 
and  that  the  petitioners  should  purchase  £166  13s.  4d.,  three  per  cent,  consols  on 
the  like  account ;  the  dividends  of  the  stock  so  to  be  purchased  to  be  paid,  until 
further  order,  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  to  be  applied  in  the  pur- 
chase of  bread,  as  directed  by  the  will  of  John  Orsley ;  and  it  was  also  referred 
to  the  master  to  take  an  account  of  the  arrears  of  the  like  annuity  to  the  parish 
of  Finchley ;  and  it  was  ordered,  that  the  same  should  be  paid  and  laid  out  in 
like  manner,  and  that  £166  13s.  4!d.  three  per  cent,  consols  should,  in  like  manner, 
be  purchased,  in  the  name  of  the  Accountant  General,  to  the  credit  of  this  cause 
and  the  account  of  the  £5  annuity  bequeathed  by  the  will  of  John  Orsley,  to  the 
parish  of  Finchley,  the  dividends  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  Finchley,  and  distributed,  after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses, 
amongst  the  poor  of  the  parish ;  and  it  was  further  ordered,  that  the  costs  of  this 
application  should  be  paid  out  of  the  personal  estate  of  James  Gaunt. 

From  the  subsequent  proceedings  in  the  case,  it  appeared,  that  in  respect  of 
the  bequest  of  £20  per  annum,  for  the  support  of  the  charity  school,  of  the  parish 
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of  Muoclestone,  and  the  arrears  thereof,  there  was'£l,0^  ISa.  6d.  three  per  cent 
oonaols,  standing  in' the  name  of  the  Acconntant  General ;  that  in  respect  of  the 
bequest  of  £5  per  annum,  for  the  poor  of  Muodestone,  there  was  £260  17s,  lOd. 
three  per  cent,  consols,  and  in  respect  of  the  bequest  of  £5  to  the  poor  of  Pinch- 
ley,  there  was  the  like  sum  of  £160 17s.  lOd.  three  per  cent,  consols,  standing  in 
the  name  of  the  Accountant  General. 

With  regard  to  the  first-mentioned  bequest,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  Muoclestone  presented  a  petition,  stating  that  there  was  no  building  appro- 
priated for  a  school  in  either  of  the  townships  of  Dorrington  or  Knighton,  and 
praying  that  £200  might  be  applied  for  the  erection  of  a  school  on  land  in 
Knighton,  to  be  given  for  that  purpose  by  Mr.  John  Chetwode;  and  the  matter 
of  this  petition  was,  in  August,  1828,  referred  to  the  master. 

This  charity  now  yields  £27 14s.  8d.  per  annum :  £18  is  paid  to  Mr.  Bettelley, 
master  of  the  National  school  at  Knighton,  and  the  rest  is  given  to  the  poor. 
This  school  was  built  in  1829,  from  a  part  of  Orsley's  charity. 

GENERAL  CHARITIES. 

Randolph  Woolley  (1615),  interest  of  £100  to  the  poor:  trus- 
tees. Governors  of  Christ's  Hospital. 

Rev.  Robt.  Adams  (1719),  a  honse  and  34  acres  of  land, 
called  Bradbury's  farm,  let  for  £40  a-year,  distributed  thus :— • 
£34  8s.  for  apprentice  fees,  £3  for  teaching  poor  girls,  and  52s. 
for  bread  to  the  poor. 

Winnington's  Poor's  Land,  12  guineas  per  annum,  to  the 
poor  at  Candlemas ;  and  Gravenhunger's  Poor's  Land  (1742),  £8 
per  annum  for  the  poor. 

Sir  Thomas  and  Dame  Mary  Lake,  £5 ;  and  an  unknown 
donor,  £4,  both  for  the  poor. 


FULFORD. 

FuLFORD  is  in  Stone  parish,  and  Knenhall  is  one  of  its  liberties. 
The  population  of  Fulford  is  400. 

SCHOOL  AT  KNENHALL. 

Hiatt's  Chabitt.— By  articles  of  agreement  indented  and  made  the  8th 
March,  1747,  between  Thomas  Loyatt  of  Fulford,  of  the  first  part,  Sampson 
Cotton  of  Kenhall,  of  the  second  part,  and  Willam  NichoUs,  and  Richard  Hand, 
both  of  Knenhall,  of  the  third  part,  reciting  that  George  Hiatt,  by  his  will,  dated 
83rd  Joly,  1736,  gare  £100  for  the  use  of  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Fulford, 
BtTerley  Green,  Cross  Gate,  date  Gat^  Long  Hedge  Nook,  Rough  doe^ 
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Knenhall,  and  Perrybank,  and  directed  that  the  same  should  be  pat  Tipon  land 
security  by  hb  execators ;  and  likewise  directed  that  £2  IQs.,  part  of  the  interest 
thereof,  should  be  distributed  amongst  the  poor  inhabitants  by  his  execators  and 
assigns  yearly  on  St.  George's-day,  and  gave  the  remainder  of  the  interest  to  buy 
books  for  such  poor  children  as  should  be  inhabitants  of  the  plaoes  aboTe- 
mentioned,  and  be  taught  at  a  school  which  he  by  his  will  shonld  direct  to  be 
erected  by  his  executors  and  trustees,  and  if  the  whole  thereof  shonld  not  be 
wanted  for  buying  books,  he  directed  that  the  remainder  should  be  paid  to  the 
schoolmaster ;  and  he  also  bequeathed  the  further  sum  of  £200  to  be  paid  to  his 
trustees,  and  by  them  laid  out  on  land  security,  and  the  interest  thereof  paid  to  a 
schoolmaster  by  two  half  yearly  payments,  to  teach  such  poor  children  to  read 
and  write,  not  exceeding  thirty  at  any  one  time,  as  should  be  appointed  by  his 
trustees,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  being  inhabitants  within  the  places  abore- 
mentioned ;  and  he  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £30  to  his  trustees,  to  boild  a  sdiool- 
house  to  teach  the  children  in,  and  desired  it  might  be  erected  near  the  Berry 
Hill  Thorn ;  and  if  the  £30  was  not  sufficient,  he  directed  one  year's  interest  of 
the  £200  to  be  received  to  finish  the  same ;  and  he  further  ordered,  that  the 
schoolmaster  should  be  appointed  by  his  trustees  and  their  assigns  only,  and  be 
turned  out  as  they  should  see  occasion ;  and  he  appointed  Thomas  Lovatt  and 
Bichard  Hand,  deceased,  (father  of  Eichard  Hand,  party  thereto,)  Sampson 
Cotton  and  William  NichoUs,  trustees  of  his  will,  and  Thomas  Lovatt  and 
Kichard  Hand,  deceased,  executors  thereof :  And  further  reciting,  that  Thomas 
Lovatt,  the  surviving  executor,  had  received  the  sums  of  £100,  £200,  and  £30, 
and  had  agreed  with  the  other  parties  thereto  to  take  the  sums  of  £100  and  £200 
at  interest,  at  four  per  cent.,  and  had  secured  the  sums  on  the  security  of  several 
parcels  of  land  in  Fulford  in  his  possession,  by  indentures  of  lease  and  release^  of 
the  22nd  and  23rd  October,  then  last ;  and  further  reciting  that  the  trustees  had 
agreed  for  the  reasons  therein  mentioned,  that  instead  of  building  a  school-honse, 
the  interest  of  the  £30,  together  with  that  of  the  other  sums,  should  be  equally 
divided  and  employed  in  teaching  a  certain  number  of  children,  not  exceeding  15, 
in  the  liberty  of  Knenhall,  and  other  children  not  exceeding  the  number  of  15,  in 
the  liberty  of  Fulford^  it  was  thereby  further  agreed,  that  if  the  minority  of  the 
trustees  should  be  minded  to  erect  a  new  school-house,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  will,  they  should  give  12  months'  notice  thereof  to  the  other  trustee,  and 
that  the  sum  of  £30  should  be  called  in  and  applied  to  the  erection  thereof,  and 
that  upon  the  completion  of  such  building  the  payment  so  agreed  to  be  made  to 
the  two  schoolmasters  should  cease. 

AH  the  parties  to  this  deed  having  died,  the  management  of  the  charity  devolved 
on  Mr.  Bichard  Hand,  son  of  the  Bichard  Hand  party  thereto,  and  Mr.  Wilham 
Nicholls,  grandson  of  the  William  Nicholls  party  thereto. 

Some  fifty  years  ago,  the  land  on  which  the  £300  was  secoied,  as  mentioned  in 
the  above  deed,  being  sold,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  withdraw  the  money  from 
that  security,  and  place  it  on  some  other  which  would  gire  a  higher  interest.  The 
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money  was  accordingly  paid  in,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Yemon,  solicitor, 
of  Stone,  Mr.  James  Astbory,  of  Meafoid  farm,  and  Mr.  John  Emery,  of  Stone, 
since  deceased,  till  an  opportunity  should  offer  of  inyesting  it  on  other  landed  se- 
curity. Instead,  however,  of  being  invested  on  land,  the  £300  was  lent  to  Samuel 
Shelley,  of  Oulton,  Wm.  Shelley,  of  Newcastle,  and  John  Shelley,  of  Mare,  upon 
their  joint  bond,  dated  5th  April,  1826.  All  these  persons  soon  after  became 
bankrupt,  and  the  debt  was  proved  under  the  several  commissions  against  them, 
by  Mr.  W.  Nicholls,as  trustee  of  the  charity.  The  dividends  amounted  to  £97 10s. 
A  school-house  was  built  near  Berry-hill  Thorn,  in  Knenhall,  about  77  years 
ago,  to  which  it  is  presumed  the  £30  was  applied,  as  directed  by  the  donor.  The 
schoolmaster  receives  the  interest  of  the  £97 10s.  (the  remnant  of  the  £300),  no 
reservation  being  made  for  the  purchase  of  books.  In  the  winter  about  20  usually 
attend ;  in  summer,  not  more  than  ten.    They  are  taught  to  read  and  write. 

SCHOOL  AT  FULFORD. 
Chabitiss  07  Thomas  Shalcboss  and  Mhulbel  Bennett.— By  indenture 
dated  1st  December,  1772,  reciting  a  former  deed,  dated  1st  August,  1649,  in 
which  it  was  recited  that  Thomas  Shalcross  had  then  lately  erected  at  his  own 
proper  cost  a  new  aisle  on  the  north  side  of  the  chapel  of  Fulford  in  the  parish  of 
Stone,  and  had  delivered  to  Bx>ger  Porter,  and  five  others  therein  named,  £100, 
to  be  disposed  of  to  such  charitable  purposes  as  were  therein-mentioned ;  and 
further,  that  one  Mrs.  Mirabel  Bennett,  widow,  did  in  her  lifetime  deliver  into 
the  hands  of  Thomas  Shalcross  the  sum  of  £50,  to  be  employed  to  such  charitable 
purposes  as  were  therein  expressed ;  and  that  the  several  sums  of  £100  and  £50 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  Roger  Porter,  &c.,  and  that  Thomas  Shalcross,  by  the 
recited  deed,  ordered  that  the  £100  should  be  put  forth  to  interest,  or  vested  in 
pmrchasing  of  land  at  the  discretion  of  Roger  Porter,  &c.,  and  that  as  well 
the  proceeds  of  the  money  as  the  rents  and  profits  of  such  lands  should  be 
bestowed  in  the  chapel  of  Fulford,  as  follows,  viz.,  62s.  part  thereof,  in  bread  or 
money,  to  so  many  of  the  poorest  people  inhabiting  within  the  lordship  or  territory 
of  FiUford  and  Sarely  as,  at  the  discretion  of  the  six  trustees,  should  be 
appointed  to  receive  the  same  every  Sabbath-day  yearly,  12d.  in  money,  or  twelve 
pennyworth  of  bread  at  the  rate  of  13  loaves  to  the  dozen,  (with  a  proviso  that 
the  share  of  any  who  should  be  absent  from  divine  service  without  lawful 
excuse,  should  be  dealt  to  the  poor  then  present);  and  that  the  remainder 
of  the  profits  of  the  lands  so  to  be  purchased,  or  of  the  proceeds  of  the  £100, 
should  be  given  quarterly  to  a  learned  and  deserving  minister,  who  should  make 
monthly  sermons  or  oftener,  and  keep  the  school  in  the  chapel  at  Fulford ;  but  if 
the  minister  that  should  serve  the  chapel  should  refuse  to  keep  school  there,  and 
to  teach  eight  poor  children,  whose  parents  should  not  be  able  to  pay  for  their 
teaching,  for  the  wages  of  40b.,  which  Mirabel  Bennett  had  appointed  to  be  paid 
for  that  purpose  yearly,  that  then  the  40b.  per  annum,  should  be  given  to  such  a 
schoolmaster  who  should  keep  school  in  the  chapel,  and  teach  the  eight  poor 
children :  and  it  was  further  directed  that  20s.  a-year  should  be  raised  from  the 
owners  of  pews  in  the  aisle,  and  should  be  employed  by  the  trustees  in  repairing 
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the  aisle,  and  that  the  overplus  of  the  20s.,  if  any  after  such  repairs,  should  be 
given  to  the  minister  there,  or  to  a  diligent  schoolmaster  for  teaching  the  poor 
children  there ;  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Thomas  Shalcross,  that  when  xaj 
three  of  the  trustees  should  die,  the  snrvivors  should  choose  three  others,  house- 
holders of  the  parish  of  Stone,  to  be  joined  with  them  to  supply  the  numb^  of 
six  trustees,  and  so  from  time  to  time :  And  further  reciting  another  indentuce. 
dated  4th  June,  25th  Charles  11.,  by  which  new  trustees  were  appointed  aooordin^ 
to  the  provisions  of  the  before-mentioned  deed,  and  by  which  it  was  declared  that 
the  £100,  and  the  £50,  was  all  laid  out  upon  land,  at  Spot  Grange,  which  lands 
were  then  lately  purchased  by  James  Persons,  and  were  chargeable  with  the  pay- 
ment of  £9  a-year  to  the  feoffees,  and  to  their  successors  for  ever,  as  would  appear 
by  a  deed  made  to  John  Bagnall  and  James  Bennett,  as  trustees  for  the  chi^id ; 
and  farther  reciting  divers  other  indentures,  by  which  new  trustees  were  appointed. 
It  was  by  the  now  abstracting  indenture  witnessed  that  Richard  Bagnall.  the 
then  surviving  trustee,  appointed  Harry  Allen  and  four  others,  in  the  stead  of  tbe 
five  deceased  trustees,  to  be  trustees  of  the  charities,  and  together  with  him 
Richard  Bagnall. 

This  indenture  is  signed  and  sealed  by  the  six  trustees  parties  thereto,  and 
underneath  the  respective  signatures  are  the  following  additional  names,  having 
the  appearance  of  an  execution  by  other  parties,  viz:  Richard  Clarke  Hill, 
Thomas  Allen,  Thomas  Robison,  William  Bentley,  Samuel  Daval,  and  Thomas 
Knight ;  and  on  the  back  of  the  deed  are  two  endorsements,  the  last  of  which  is 
as  follows :  "Dated  7th  January,  1802.  Appointment  of  new  trustees  for  Mr. 
Shalcross  and  Mrs.  Bennett's  charities." 

The  £9  a-year  charged  upon  land  at  Spot  Grange,  in  respect  of  these  bene£so- 
tions,  as  stated  in  the  recitals  of  the  deed  above-abstracted,  is  received  half-yearly 
from  J.  Bourne,  £sq.,  the  owner  of  those  lands,  and  is  applied  as  follows : — 

No  school  is  now  kept  by  the  minister,  or  any  other  schoolmaster,  at  the  chapel 
at  Fulford,  but  there  is  a  National  school  at  Fulford,  to  the  benefit  of  which,  the 
£2  a-year  under  Mrs.  Bennett's  gift  has  been  paid  for  a  great  many  years.  ^ 

On  account  of  a  further  annual  sum  of  £1 10s.  given  by  Mr.  Thomas  Porter, 
as  after-mentioned,  three  more  children  are  taught  free.  These  two  sums^  with 
another  payment  of  £1  from  the  Hey  Meadow,  also  mentioned  hereafter,  go  to 
the  National  school  fund. 

There  is  further  paid  out  of  the  rent-charge  of  £9  to  the  minister  of  Fulford 
chapel,  £3  8s.,  and  in  a  distribution  of  bread,  which  now  takes  place  oneea  montli, 
instead  of  every  week,  £2 12s.  The  bread  is  given  away  m  fourpenny  loaves  to 
poor  people  of  the  liberty  of  Fulford,  who  regularly  attend  the  diapd.  A  list  of 
these  persons  is  kept,  and  if  any  of  them  do  not  attend  for  the  bread,  their 
portion  is  given  to  the  poorest  of  those  in  the  list  who  do  attend. 

Besides  this,  it  has  been  usual  to  distribute  on  Christmas-day  lOs.,  together 
with  some  other  charity  money,  in  quartern  loaves^  to  the  poor  of  the  liberty  who 
attend  service  in  the  chapel.  The  corresponding  IQs.  in  the  other  half-yearly 
payment,  the  minister  has  usually  taken  himself.    These  two  sums  appear  to  be 
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substituted  for  the  20s.  directed  to  be  raised  from  the  owners  of  pews  in  the  aisle. 

Pobter's  Chabiti.~A  paper  was  produced  by  Mr.  Thomas  Heath,  chapel- 
warden,  which  had  been  furnished  to  the  late  minister  of  Fulford  chapel,  as  it  is 
believed,  by  William  Bentley,  now  deceased,  who  had  been  for  many  years 
chapelwarden,  and  had  had  the  management  of  most  of  the  charities,  for  which 
no  special  trustees  were  provided.  This  paper  is  intituled  "  A  short  account  of 
the  several  donations  or  gifts  to  the  minister  and  poor  of  Fulford  liberty,  showing 
from  what  they  arise,  when  they  become  payable,  and  how  to  be  distributed," 
and  contains  among  others  the  following  entry : — 

*'  Left  by  Mr.  Thomas  Porter,  of  Prestwood,  £4  per  annum,  and  from  Mr. 
Bolton  Stanley's  croft,  £1  per  annum,  due  at  Michaebnas,  for  the  following  pur- 
poses:— 

£  s.  d. 

'*  To  the  minister,  for  a  sermon  on  St.  Thomas's  day 0  10    0 

To  the  school,  for  learning  three  children  to  read 1  10    0 

To  each  of  them  a  new  coat  yearly 10    0 

To  be  reserved  £2  every  year,  to  put  one  out  to  apprentice    o    n    a 
every  3rd  year 

6    0    0" 

This  money  is  received  from  the  owners  of  the  land  called  Stanley  Croft. 

10s.  are  paid  to  the  minister  for  a  sermon  which  he  preaches  on  St.  Thomas's- 
day. 

£1 10s.  is  paid  to  the  school  at  Fulford,  for  which  three  children  are  taught  to 
read,  as  before  stated. 

£1  is  applied  by  the  chapelwarden  in  the  purchase  of  brown  fustian,  to  make 
three  coats  yearly  for  three  of  the  children  in  the  schools.  The  parents  make  up 
the  clothes.  These  are  given  to  any  three  of  the  poorest  of  the  eleven  free 
children,  no  special  appointment  being  made  of  the  three  under  Porter's 
endowment. 

Patxekt  fbom  thz  H£T  Meadow. — In  the  paper  before  mentioned  is  also 
the  following  entry :—"  From  Mr.  Hill's  Hey  Meadow,  formerly  Hiatt's,  coming 
due  yearly  on  Good  Friday,  £3  12s.  to  be  distributed  in  Fulford  chapel :  to  the 
minister  £1 12s. ;  to  tke  sekool  £1 ;  to  the  poor  £1." 

This  sum  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  Hey  Meadow,  and  is  distributed  in  the 
manner  above  mentioned. 

£1  is  paid  to  the  school  at  Fulford,  as  before  stated. 

The  £1  for  the  poor  is  given  away  with  another  sum  of  6s.  8d.  next  mentioned, 
on  Good  Friday,  among  the  poor  who  attend  at  the  chapel,  Is.  to  each,  except 
one,  who  has  only  Sd.    The  donor  of  this  rent-charge  is  unknown. 

Payment  pbom  Land  at  Hildeestone.— Hall's  Chakitt.— [Entry  in  the 
same  paper.]  "  From  certain  land  at  Hilderstone,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bowers, 
formerly  Bradbury's,  Gs.  8d.  yearly  to  the  poor  of  Kibblestone  and  Fulford." 

This  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  some  land  at  Hilderstone,  and  is  given  away  with 
the  above-mentioned  £1,  part  of  it  being  given  to  the  poor  of  Kibblestone. 
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It  appears  that  this  6s.  8d.  is  part  of  the  benefaction  of  Thomas  Hall  of  SGir. 
a-jear,  mentioned  among  the  chanties  at  Stone,  half  of  which  was  for  poor 
householders  in  Kibblestone,  Hilderstone,  Fnlford  and  Saverlej. 

Batkiu's  Charity. — ^In  the  paper  before  mentioned,  and  also  on  a  table  of 
benefactions  in  the  chapel,  it  is  stated  that  there  was  left  by  John  Batkin,  5s. 
a-year  from  a  tithe  of  wool  and  lamb,  in  Spot,  in  bread  to  the  poor  of  Folford,  on 
St.  John  the  Evangelist's-day  yearly. 

Tlds  is  paid  by  the  tenant  of  a  farm  in  Spot,  now  belonging  to  Lord  St. 
Vincent,  and  forms  part  of  the  distribution  of  bread  on  Christmas-day. 

Arblaster*s  CHJLRiTT.—On  a  benefaction  board  in  the  chapel,  it  is  stated 
that  Mr.  Charles  Arblaster,  of  Spot,  gave  in  his  life-time  5s.,  payable  out  of  a 
field  called  Hursthead,  near  Hilderstone,  to  purchase  threepenny  loares  for  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  Tulford,  Saverley  Green  and  Cross  Gate,  to  be  distributed  by 
the  minister  and  chapel  warden  on  Sunday  next  to  old  Chiistmas-day  for  ererr— 
1800. 

This  is  paid  by  the  owner  of  the  field  charged  with  the  payment,  and  is  added 
to  the  distribution  of  bread  at  Christmas. 

Foden's  Chakitt. — [Farther  entry  in  the  same  paper.]  "Left  by  Mr. 
Foden,  £2  10s.  per  year  from  part  of  the  Leacroft  estates,  called^  the  Cleric's 
Birch.    To  the  minister,  £2 ;  to  the  poor  10s." 

The  Leacroft  estate,  and  other  landed  property  in  the  neighbourhood,  formcn/ 
belonging  to  Mr.  Porter,  and  afterwards  to  Mr.  Ashwood.  Ashwood's  property 
was  sold  in  different  parcels,  and  the  Leacroft  estate  was  purchased  by  the 
ancestor  of  Mr.  Milner,  of  Worston  Mill,  near  Stafford.  Other  part  of  the 
property  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Heath  of  Fulford,  to  whom  on  that  occasion 
there  was  given  an  abstract  of  title  in  which  are  stated  indentures  of  lease  and 
release,  dated  4th  and  5th  November,  1712,  whereby  John  Barnes  and  Elittbctn 
his  wife,  Eichard  Crakeford  and  Priscilla  his  wife,  and  William  Foden,  son  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Foden,  late  of  Fulford,  deceased,  conveyed  to  John  Porter  and 
his  heirs  a  messuage  called  Leacroft  House  in  Fulford,  and  various  lands  and 
premises,  among  which  is  a  parcel  called  the  Clerk's  Birch,  "  which  prcnuso 
called  Clerk's  Birch  are  by  the  indei^ure  of  release  made  subject  and  chargeable 
with  the  annual  payment  of  £2  to  the  minister  of  Fulford,  and  10s.  to  the  poor. 

The  sum  of  £1  19s.  lid.  a-year  was  regularly  paid  to  the  curate  of  FulforA 
by  Mr.  !Milner,  but  the  10s.  to  the  poor  is  not  now  paid. 

As  the  title  to  both  payments  appears  from  the  above  document  to  stand  on 
the  same  foundation,  there  is  no  sufficient  reason  why  that  to  the  poor  should  be 
withheld. 
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BRERETON. 


Bbebeton  is  a  large  village^  a  mile  south-east  of  Rugeley^  being 
partly  in  the  three  parishes  of  Bugeley^  Armitage^  and  Longdon. 

THE  FREE  SCHOOL. 

Miss  Birch^  who  founded  and  endowed  the  school,  was  for 
many  years  resident  in  Brereton,  where  she  also  built  and  en- 
dowed Almshouses  for  six  poor  people,  and  left  4s.  per  week  for 
each  of  them,  particulars  of  which  appear  below.  The  school 
was  erected  in  1838.  The  amount  of  the  endowment  is  £1500, 
which  is  now  invested  with  the  trustees  of  the  Wesleyan 
Mission  Fund  in  London.  The  interest  arising  is  £60  per  ann., 
of  which  £50  is  paid  to  Mr.  George  Vickers,  the  present  mas- 
ter, and  £10  is  reserved  for  books  and  other  sundries  for  the 
scholars.  The  number  of  free  boys  is  40,  and  the  master  has 
six  pay  scholars.  The  pupils  receive  instruction  in  reading, 
writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography,  history,  Ac. ;  their 
average  attendance  is  about  34.  The  following  is  an  abstract 
of  the  school  deed : — 

The  plot  of  land  on  which  the  school  stands  was  purchased  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
Birch,  from  the  trustees  of  the  Wesleyan  chapel  and  property  adjoining,  viz.,  two 
cottages  and  gardens.  The  building  b  ab^t  28  feet  by  16  feet  6,  intended  to 
accommodate  40  boys,  the  children  of  poor  parents  residing  within  the  distance 
of  three  miles  round  Brereton,  or  of  such  others  whose  parents  may  not  be  able 
to  pay  for  the  schooling  of  their  children.  The  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
school  is  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  viz.,  John  Scott,  Armitage;  Chas.  C. 
Mort,  Stafford ;  Joseph  Moore,'Armitage ;  John  Gilbert,  Hilderstone ;  Wm.  Cope, 
Cannock ;  Andrew  Hughes,  Armitage ;  Saml.  Craddock,  Brereton ;  John  Daines, 
Stafford ;  Saml.  Alldritt,  Longdon ;  Benjamin  Derry,  Brereton ;  Thos.  John  Birch, 
Armitage;  Samuel  Matthews,  Wm.  Harris,  Brereton ;  Thos.  Massey,  Richard 
Mills,  James  Allen,  Stafford ;  and  Jeremiah  Craddock :  and  in  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  the  superintendent  preacher  of  the  circuit  for  the  time  being,  and  eight 
of  the  trustees  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  or  otherwise  from  among  themsdres,  at  a 
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meeting  to  be  held  annually  in  the  school  on  the  24th  of  June,  or  any  ottio'  di^ 
which  may  be  thought  more  convenient  by  the  trustees  or  committee  or  any  Sre  or 
more  of  theoi.    The  affairs  to  be  conducted  according  to  the  rales  and  regnlatioiis 
made  and  entered  in  a  book,  and  entitled  "The  Rules  and  KeguUtions  of  the 
Free  School  at  Brereton."    The  committee  have  power  to  make  other  roles  which 
they  from  time  to  time  may  deem  necessary  for  the  goyernment  and  welfare  of 
the  school,  which  further  rules  shall  be  duly  entered  in  a  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  entitled  the  "  Bye-laws  of  the  Brereton  Free  School, "  and  signed  by 
the  committee :  provided  such  bye-laws  do  not  militate  against  the  general  mlea^ 
or  against  any  thing  in  the  deed ;  which  bye-laws  must  be  reviewed  and  confirmed 
or  rescinded  at  the  next  annual  or  general  meeting.    No  alteration  to  be  made  in 
the  general  rules,  except  at  the  annual  or  special  general  meeting ;  notice  of  sach 
alteration  intending  to  be  made,  to  be  sent  to  all  the  trustees  through  the  post, 
seven  days  previous  to  the  holding  of  the  meeting. 

A  book  or  books  of  account  to  be  kept  by  the  committee,  in  which  the  reedpts 
and  disbursements  on  account  of  the  school  must  be  entered,  examined  annually, 
and  signed  by  the  trustees.  The  master  to  be  a  member  of  the  Wesleyaa 
Methodist  Society,  and  to  be  appointed  or  displaced  from  time  to  time  at  the 
annual  meeting,  or  special  general  meeting,  called  for  the  purpose,  by  any  two 
or  more  of  the  trustees, — the  committee  having  power  to  suspend  the  master. 
All  questions  that  may  arise  to  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  Totes.  At  the 
annual  or  special  general  meeting,  a  treasurer  to  be  chosen,  who  shall  reodre  all 
interest,  and  pay  thereout  to  the  master  £50  per  annum,  by  half-yearly  payments^ 
and  also  pay  to  him  the  further  sum  of  £10  per  annum,  to  be  laid  out  in  stationery 
for  the  use  of  the  children.  The  trustees  have  power  to  call  in  the  £1500  and 
place  it  out  again  on  good  security. 

When  the  number  of  trustees  is  reduced  to  nine,  others  to  be  appointed  to 
make  up  the  original  number ;  each  trustee  only  accountable  for  his  own  acts, 
neglect^  or  defaults :  not  accountable  for  any  banker,  broker,  or  other  person  in 
whose  hands  any  money  may  be  lodged  for  safe  custody,  &c. :  not  aooountaUe 
for  the  rise  or  fall  in  the  value  of  stocks,  nor  for  any  other  misfortune,  loss,  or 
damage  which  may  happen,  except  it  be  through  his  own  wilful  default.  The 
trustees  have  power  to  reimburse  to  themselves,  out  of  monies  which  shaU  come 
to  them,  all  costs  and  expenses  which  they  or  any  of  them  may  be  put  unto  in  or 
about  the  execution  of  the  trusts,  or  in  relation  thereto. 

THE  ALMSHOUSES. 

The  property  left  is  a  plot  of  land  containing  about  27  perches,  and  six 
cottages  built  upon  it.  The  cottages  were  built  by  Miss  Elizabeth  Birch,  in  182^ 
and  by  her  made  over  in  1835,  to  the  trustees,  viz.,  Thos.  Jno.  Birch,  of  Armitage;, 
Staffordshire,  gent.;  John  Scott,  butcher,  Armitage;  Joseph  Moore,  Annitage^ 
gent. ;  Samuel  Craddock,  Brereton,  carpenter;  Bei^min  Deny,  Brereton,  shoe- 
maker; James  Mattiievrs,  Brereton,  gent.;  Chas.  Cheater,  of  Stafford,  Esq.; 
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Chas.  Chester  Mort,  printer;  Jno.  Daines^  carpenter,  Stafford;  William  Cope, 
Cannock,  glazier;  and  Samoel  Alldritt,  of  Longdon,  labourer, — Miss  Birch 
reserving  the  right  of  appointing  occapants  dnring  her  life,  whom  she  allowed  to 
live  rent  free,  and  afforded  them  such  other  assistance  as  she  thought  proper.  She 
also  beqneathed,  by  will,  £1,500,  which  immediately  after  her  decease,  which 
occurred  in  1842,  the  trustees  were  to  place  out  and  invest  upon  Government  or 
real  security  at  interest,  and  apply  the  interest  in  payment  to  each  of  the  occupiers 
the  sum  of  4s.  weekly,  and  for  keeping  the  houses  in  repair.  The  trustees  to 
choose  annually  one  of  theu*  number  to  be  steward,  who  shall  have  full  power  to 
receive  the  interest  and  to  pay  thereout  the  sum  of  4fl.  to  each  occupier  weekly. 
If  at  any  time  there  is  more  than  sufficient  to  meet  the  weekly  payments,  the 
excess  to  accumulate  so  as  to  form  a  fund  for  the  repair  of  the  houses.  If  there 
is  still  an  excess,  the  trustees  to  have  liberty  to  apply  the  same,  or  part  thereof, 
toward  the  relief  of  any  of  the  occupiers  who  may  be  sick,  and  in  paying  a  nurse 
for  attending  on  them.  If  at  any  time  there  should  not  be  sufficient  to  pay  the 
weekly  allowance  and  keep  the  houses  in  repair,  then,  upon  any  house  falling  vacant, 
the  vacancy  shall  not  be  filled  up  until  a  sufficient  sum  be  accumulated  for  putting 
the  houses  in  repair :  nevertheless,  no  house  to  stand  vacant  more  than  one  year. 
No  person  under  50  years  of  age,  and  who  cannot  produce  satisfactory  testimo- 
nials as  to  character,  shall  be  deemed  qualified  to  be  appointed  to  any  of  the 
houses.  The  trustees  have  power  to  remove  any  occupier  who  may  prove 
immoral.  The  trustees  have  full  power  to  call  in  the  £1500,  and  again  to  place 
it  out.  The  steward  to  summon  (through  the  post)  an  annual  meeting  of  the 
trustees  when  the  steward's  book  is  to  be  examined,  vacancies  in  the  houses  filled, 
up,  &c*  When  the  trustees  shall  be  reduced  to  five,  the  remaining  trustees  shall 
elect  so  many  other  persons  as  shall  make  up  the  number  eleven. 


CODSALL. 


CoDSAtL  is  a  village  five  miles  north-west  of  Wolyerhampton, 
and  is  rery  pictoresqnely  situated ;  there  is  a  salphareous  spring 
here  which  rises  in  the  hollow  stump  of  a  tree,  and  is  salutary 
for  scorbutic  diseases. 

CHARITIES. 
Ghaiutles  of  Dorothy  Debbt  and  the  Rev.  John  Hellman. 
— By  an  entry  on  the  court  rolls  of  the  13th  of  November, 
1770,  it  appears  that  on  that  day  William  Morton  and  Elizabeth 
his  wife  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  the  lord,  a  cottage  or 
dwelling-house  in  Codsall,  with  the  garden,  orchard,  and  hemp 
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pleck  thereto  belongings  to  the  use  of  Jolin  Stabbs  and  others^ 
and  their  heirs^  npon  trusty  to  apply  the  rents  and  profits  to  the 
nse  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Codsall,  proportionably  in  sach 
manner  as  was  directed  by  the  respective  last  wills  of  Dorothy 
Derby,  theretofore  of  the  parish,  and  the  Rev.  John  Hellman, 
theretofore  minister  of  the  parish,  who  by  their  wills  gave  £20 
each,  wherewith  the  premises  were  then  purchased.  There  is 
no  other  evidence  of  the  directions  given  by  these  wills  thaa 
the  benefaction  table  in  the  church,  on  which  it  is  stated  that 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Derby,  by  her  will,  in  1716,  gave  £20,  the  use  of 
it  to  be  yearly  applied  to  teach  poor  children  to  read  the  Bible  ; 
and  that  the  Rev.  John  Hellman,  by  his  will,  in  1726,  gave  £20 
to  be  laid  out  in  land,  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish^  the 
interest  thereof  to  be  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
poor.  The  house  mentioned  in  this  surrender  was  burnt  down 
about  70  years  ago,  and  was  rebuilt  by  the  parish.  £3  per 
annum,  part  of  the  rent  of  this  house,  was  paid  to  a  school- 
master for  teaching  six  poor  children  to  read;  but  in  1818, 
when  the  National  school  was  established  in  the  parish^  this  £3 
was  ordered  to  be  appUed  as  a  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the 
school.  The  remaining  £3  10s.  is  added  to  the  general  distri- 
bution for  the  poor. 

Mrs.  Maegaeet  Someepoed's  Chabitt. — It  is  stated  on  the 
benefaction  table,  that  Margaret  Somerford,  of  this  parish,  by 
will,  in  the  year  1730,  gave  £20  for  ever,  the  use  of  it  to  be 
yearly  applied  to  teach  poor  children  to  read  the  Bible.  It 
appears  that  this  legacy,  after  remaining  for  many  years  in 
private  hands,  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent.,  was  invested  in 
1787,  together  with  £1  78.  for  arrears  of  interest  in  the  purchase 
of  £27  13s.  3d.,  three  per  cent,  consols.  The  annual  dividends, 
amounting  to  16s.  8d.,  were  paid  by  Mr.  Henry  Wood,  of 
Wolverhampton,  one  of  the  trustees,  in  whose  names  the  stock 
was  vested,  to  a  schoolmistress  in  Codsall,  for  teaching  four 
poor  children  to  read.  Since  Mr.  Wood's  death,  which  took 
place  in  1815,  the  schooling  has  been  suspended,  in  consequence 
of  BoYne  dispute  as  to  the  management  of  the  charity ;  but  it 
has  been  settled,  and  the  stock  has  been  transferred  to  a  new 
trustee,  and  the  dividend  is  paid  into  the  funds  of  the  National 
school. 
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Walter  Wrottesley  (1602),  rent  of  12a.  2e.  36p.  of  land,  let 
for  £27  16s.  6d.  per  annum,  for  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas's-day. 
Two  poor  people  reside  in  cottages  on  the  land. 

Wm.  Greasley  (1672),  40s.  out  of  the  Ryebirch  Farm. 

Wm.  Barrett  (1796),  dividends  of  £400,  three  per  cents, 
reduced  annuities,  to  the  poor  weekly,  in  bread. 

John  Brook  (no  date),  rent  of  cottage  and  three  acres  of 
land  {&9)j  for  repairs  of  the  church. 


TUTBURY. 


TuTBi]BT  was  once  the  seat  of  the  Mercian  Kings,  and  after- 
wards of  the  House  of  Lancaster.  It  is  still  a  large  substantial 
village,  and  lies  five  miles  north  west  of  Burton ;  the  population 
is  nearly  2000,  and  the  acreage  4000. 

The  Queen,  as  Duchess  of  Lancaster,  is  lady  of  the  manor, 
and  owns  just  one  half  of  the  acreage.  The  Castle,  the  ruins 
of  which  still  exist,  was  second  to  none  in  England,  being  the 
head  of  all  the  Mercian  Castles.  The  last  Saxon  holder  was 
Hugh  de  AJbrincis,  the  first  Norman  Henry  de  Ferrers.  This 
family  held  it  until  Bobert  Earl  of  Derby,  forfeited  it  as  a 
rebel  to  Henry  III.,  who  gave  it  to  his  son  Edmund  Earl  of 
Lancaster.  Henry  IV.  came  into  possession  afterwards,  and 
from  thence  it  became  crown  property. 

Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  was  confined  here,  from  whence  she 
was  removed  to  Sheffield,  but  she  was  afterwards  brought 
back,  and  remained  a  prisoner  again  for  two  years.  Her  son 
James  I.,  on  his  visit  here,  was  received  with  every  demonstra- 
tion of  joy — ^a  contrast  to  his  mother's  condition  when  a  prisoner. 

School  and  Other  Chabittes. 

Wak£JIZLD*8  Charity.— Richard  Wakefield,  by  will,  dated  ISth  August, 
1733,  devised  to  Crewe  Offley,  £8q.,  Eowland  Cotton,  Esq.,  and  eight  others,  and 
their  heirs  for  ever,  all  his  lands,  tenements,  tithes,  and  hereditaments  in  Tutbury, 
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Roulston,  Hatton,  and  Church  Broughton,  or  elsewhere,  within  the  respectiTe 
manors  of  Tatbury  and  Rolleston,  as  well  copyhold  as  freehold,  in  trust,  for  such 
uses  as  are  thereinafter  mentioned,  viz. ;  as  concerning  one  close  called  Warden 
Trees,  and  15  acres  of  arable  land,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  oommon  fields 
of  Tutbury,  which  he  then  had  lately  purchased  of  Hannah  Tabberer,  widow,  and 
George  Tabberer,  her  son,  and  was  then  held  at  £10  per  annum ;  and  one  houae 
in  Monk-street,  in  Tutbury,  with  a  garden  or  backside  thereto  belonging,  and  the 
new  building  thereon  erected,  he  confirmed  and  devised  the  same  aooording  to  the 
uses  and  trusts  in  a  deed  of  feoffment,  and  a  schedule  annexed  thereto,  dated 
10th  August,  1730,  for  the  endowment  of  an  En{;lUh  school  then  intended,  and 
since  the  making  thereof  erected ;  and  as  concerning  the  rest  of  his  estate,  in 
trust,  that  the  trustees,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  the  heirs  of  such  survivor, 
should  receive  and  pay  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same  to  the  several  uses  and 
trusts  thereinafter  particularly  mentioned,  viz. ;  the  first  year's  rents  and  profits 
(after  taxes  and  chief  rents  deducted)  unto  Captain  Michael  Eawlins,  and  for 
ever  after,  in  trust,  that  they,  or  the  survivor  of  them,  should  lay  out  and  dispose 
of  £10  yearly,  in  putting  out  one  or  more  poor  child  or  children  of  the  town  of 
Tutbury,  apprentice  to  some  honest  handicraft  trade,  whereby  they  might  get 
their  living,  such  children  so  to  be  named  and  appointed  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  trustees,  at  the  time  thereinafter  mentioned,  such  children  to  have  the  pre- 
ference who  should  be  bom  of  honest  industrious  parents  within  the  town,  and 
educated  in  the  school  before-mentioned,  and  who  could  say  the  Chucok  of  England  i 

Catechism  without  book,  and  could  write  and  read,  and  of  whom  the  trustees 
might  have  reasonable  hopes  of  good  behaviour,  allowing  IQs.  a  piece  yearly,  as 
their  circumstances  required,  towards  repairing  their  clothes  ;  and  at  the  end  of 
such  their  apprenticeship  and  faithful  service  thereof,  then  to  pay  them  £5  or  £10 
a-piecc  towards  setting  them  up,  according  to  the  discretion  of  the  majority  of 
the  trustees,  without  control  or  censure :  and  upon  trust  also,  to  lay  out  yearly 
£15,  or  what  sum  they  or  the  majority  of  them  should  think  fit,  in  buying  pbjsie 
and  medicines,  and  providing  the  necessaries  for  relief  of  such  poor  indigent 
sick  persons  inhabiting  within  the  town  of  Tutbury  who  were  not  able  to  provide 
sufficiently  for  themselves  and  families ;  and  also  in  trust,  to  lay  out  yearly  £20 
in  buying  of  clothes,  to  be  made  up  or  bought  in  the  town,  for  the  poor  of  the 
town;  and  £20  per  annum  more  for  coals  and  other  fuel,  to  be  distributed 
amongst  them  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  the  minority  of  such  tmstees 
should  think  fit  and  appoint :  and  also  in  trust,  to  lay  out  £3  yearly,  or  what 
other  sum  they  should  think  fit,  in  buying  books  of  devotion  and  practical  divinity, 
to  be  distributed  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Tutbury,  such  as  the 
Holy  Bible,  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man,  and  some  other 
books  as  treat  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  and  contain  directions  preparatory  fca* 
the  same ;  such  of  the  inhabitants  being  always  to  be  preferred  in  the  diqK)6al 
tliereof  as  could  read,  and  were  not  able  to  buy  the  same,  and  were  like  to  make 
good  use  of  them ;  in  which  distribution  the  testator  desired,  that  each  poor 
family  should  be  first  supplied  with  one  or  more  of  the  books  for  the  eommoin 


TUTBUBY    CHABITIBS.  575 

use  of  the  family ;  and  when  each  family  should  be  so  provided,  then  the  same 
should  be  distributed  amongst  such  other  poor  persons  of  the  town,  as  the 
trustees,  or  the  migority  of  them,  shonld  from  time  to  time  direct  and  appoint  .- 
and  also  in  trust,  to  give  and  dispose  of  any  sum  or  sums  of  money  not  exceeding 
£5  yearly,  amongst  young  tradesmen  of  the  town  of  Tutbury,  to  assist  them  in 
the  setting  up  or  improvement  of  their  trades,  such  always  being  preferred  who 
had  been  put  out  apprentices  by  the  trustees  by  the  charities,  and  served  out  their 
apprenticeships  as  such  (who  otherwise  might  not  be  entitled  thereto) :  and  in 
case  any  surplusage  should  remain  after  the  trusts  should  be  folly  satisfied,  or 
that  the  trustees  or  their  successors,  should  not  think  fit  or  proper  to  expend  or 
lay  out  all  or  any  part  of  the  sums  appropriated  thereby  for  the  buying  of  books, 
physic,  clothes,  fuel,  coals,  lending  of  money,  or  money  to  be  given  to  tradesmen, 
or  other  the  particular  charities  therein  mentioned,  the  doing  whereof  the  testator 
left  wholly  to  their  discretion,  then  in  such  case  his  wiU  was,  that  such  overplus 
should  be  applied  to  any  other  of  the  charitable  uses  before-mentioned,  or  in 
buying  bread  to  be  distributed  at  the  church  of  Tutbury,  to  such  poor  of  that 
town  as  should  most  frequent  the  same,  and  behave  themselves  most  decently 
and  orderly  therein;  or  in  putting  out  poor  girls  to  employments,  or  in  buying  of 
tools  or  other  materials  for  poor  workmen  of  the  town,  or  lending  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  £20  or  £30  to  poor  necessitous  tradesmen,  for  five 
years,  without  interest,  such  borrowers  to  enter  into  bond,  together  with  three  or 
more  substantial  persons,  for  repayment  of  the  money  to  be  lent,  at  the  end  of 
such  term,  or  at  the  death  of  such  borrower,  or  any  of  their  sureties :  and  the 
testator  did  thereby  request  the  trustees  that  they  would  take  care,  the  best  way 
they  could,  that  the  money  so  to  be  lent  might  be  sufficiently  secured,  that  the 
poor  tradesmen  and  inhabitants  might  have  the  greater  benefit  from  it :  and  foras- 
much as  it  would  be  convenient,  that  the  management  and  distribution  of  the 
charity  should  from  time  to  time  be  principally  left  to  some  of  the  trustees 
inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town,  who  in  all  probability  would  best  know  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor,  and  which  of  them  were  the  greatest  objects  of  the  charity,  his 
will  was,  that  three  of  the  trustees  therein  named,  during  their  lives  (unless  a 
majority  of  the  other  trustees  should  order  otherwise),  should  receive  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  premises,  and  apply  the  same  as  above-mentioned,  in  such 
manner  and  proportions  as  should  be  agreed  and  ordered  by  a  majority  of  the 
trustees,  at  their  annual  meeting  thereinafter  appointed,  or  at  some  other  meeting 
to  be  held  for  that  purpose ;  and  after  the  decease,  or  in  case  of  the  removal  of 
the  three  trustees,  or  any  of  them,  from  the  places  of  their  habitation,  some  other 
trustee  or  trustees  inhabiting  in  or  near  the  town,  should  from  time  to  time  be 
appointed  by  the  m^rity  of  the  trustees  then  surviving  to  act  in  his  or  her  stead, 
so  as  there  should  always  be  two  trustees  inhabiting  in  the  town,  who  should 
receive  and  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits,  sulqect  to  the  directions  and  control 
of  the  other  trustees,  or  the  migority  of  them,  to  whom  they  should  yearly,  on 
the  Ist  November  (or  in  case  that  be  Sunday,  then  upon  the  2nd),  at  a  general 
meeting  to  be  held  for  that  puipose,  make  an  account  of  all  the  receipts  and  dis- 
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bnrsements  made  within  the  year  preceding ;  and  the  testator  desired,  that  the 
trustees^  or  so  many  of  them  as  coidd  conveniently,  wonld  meet  at  Tutbury,  apon 
such  day  or  days  yearly,  to  inspect  and  pass  the  accounts,  and  give  such  orders 
for  the  next  year,  with  the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  minister,  churchwardens, 
constables,  sidesmen,  or  such  other  of  the  most  substantial  inhabitants  of  the 
town  as  they  should  think  fit  to  advise  with  concerning  the  same,  and  as  they  in 
their  discretion  should  think  or  see  convenient,  which  accounts  and  orders  he 
desired  might  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  vestry 
of  the  parish  church  of  Tutbury,  by  the  trustees  residing  in  the  town,  and 
churchwardens,  minister,  and  constable,  for  the  time  being ;  and  that  the  yearly 
account  should  be  signed  by  such  of  the  trustees  who  should  attend  and  pass  the 
same :  and  his  will  was,  that  the  two  persons  that  should  receive  and  dispose  of 
the  rents  should,  for  their  trouble,  and  for  keeping  the  accounts,  be  allowed  208. 
a  piece  yearly ;  and  that  the  sum  of  40s.  should  be  annually  allowed  for  a  dinner 
and  other  entertainments  for  the  trustees,  and  such  of  the  inhabitants  as  they 
should  think  fit  to  call  to  their  assistance ;  and  he  desired  that  as  often  as  any 
three  or  more  of  the  trustees  should  die,  that  the  survivors,  or  the  majority  of 
them,  should,  at  their  next  meeting,  elect  and  nominate  in  writing,  other  trustees. 
such  as  they  in  their  discretion  should  think  most  likely  to  promote  the  good  of 
the  town  and  poor,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies. 

By  the  deed  of  feoffment,  referred  to  in  the  will,  and  bearing  date  the  10th 
August,  1730,  the  testator,  Eichard  Wakefield,  granted  to  the  lord  of  the  manor 
of  KoUeston,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  to  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Fauld,  in  the 
same  county,  the  patron  of  the  rectory  and  parish  church  of  £lwa]l,  in  the  county 
of  Derby,  and  to  Ralph  Adderley,  and  six  others,  a  croft  or  close,  called  the 
Warden  Tree  Croft,  in  Tutbury,  and  15  acres  of  land  in  the  common  or  leet  fields 
of  Tutbury,  viji — three  acres  in  Ludgate  Field,  ali(M  l^liddle  Field ;  three  acres  in 
Dove  Field,  otherwise  Mill  Field;  and  nine  acres  in  Castle  Hay  Field,  alitu 
Hatthoway  Field,  viz. — 5i  acres  called  Cock  Close,  and  3^  acres  upon  Longsbutt, 
then  held  upon  lease,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £10 ;  to  hold  to  the  lords  of  the  manors 
and  patron,  and  to  the  other  trustees  and  their  heirs,  to  the  uses  in  the  schedule 
thereinafter  mentioned,  contained. 

By  a  schedule  annexed  to  the  deed,  Richard  Wakefield  declared  that  the 
feoffment  was  made,  that  the  feoffees  should  stand  seized  of  the  premises,  aa  an 
endowment  of  a  schoolmaster,  and  of  a  free  school  intended  shortly  to  be  pnrcbased 
and  built  by  him  in  Tutbury,  wherein  might  be  taught  30  poor  children  of  the 
town  of  Tutbury  gratis,  there  to  learn  to  spell  and  read  English  books,  until  they 
could  well  and  distinctly  read  the  chapters  in  the  Bible,  and  learn  and  without 
book  say  the  Church  Catechism,  and  to  write  and  cast  accounts,  to  be  taught  by 
some  person  of  the  Church  of  England,  the  better  to  fit  them  to  be  apprentices  to 
some  honest  trades,  or  servants  in  husbandry ;  the  schoolmaster  to  take  no  gra- 
tuity for  the  children,  nor  their  friends  or  parents,  yet  not  to  be  restrained  from 
teaching  other  children  than  the  number  of  30,  for  whom  he  might  be  paid  by 
their  parents  and  friends ;  such  schoolmaster  and  children  to  be  nominated  by  the 
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feoffees,  or  major  part  of  them,  their  heirs  and  suocessors ;  the  nomination  of  snch 
schoolmaster  to  be  only  during  their  pleasure,  or  so  long  as  he  should  behare 
well,  with  power  to  them  to  remove  the  schoolmaster  for  misconduct^  in  manner 
therein  mentioned,  and  in  case  of  his  refiising  to  resign  his  office,  to  withhold  his 
salary;  andtheprofitsof  the  land  to  be  paid  to  poor  widows  or  poor  housekeepers 
not  receiving  parish  allowance,  until  another  master  should  be  appointed ;  and  he 
directed,  that  when  three  or  four  of  the  feoffees  should  be  dead,  the  surviving 
feoffees  should  make  a  new  feoffinent  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  so  many  other 
substantial  men  of  the  town,  and  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  their  heirs, 
as  should  make  up  the  same  number  of  feoffees  and  trustees ;  and  he  ordered  that 
a  waggon  load  of  coals  should  be  yearly  supplied  about  Michaebnas,  for  a  fire  to 
be  kept  in  the  school,  for  the  use  of  the  30  poor  scholars ;  and  that  the  yearly  rent 
of  a  little  croft  should  be  yearly  paid  to  one  of  the  trustees,  living  in  the  town, 
or  any  inhabitant  they  should  appoint,  for  buying  the  coals,  and  providing  a  small 
treat  yearly  to  the  feoffees,  at  their  visiting  the  school  and  schoolmaster;  and  he 
desired  the  feoffees  living  in  the  town,  and  two  or  one  of  the  feoffees  living  out  of 
the  town,  should  meet  yearly,  on  or  about  the  1st  November,  or  within  three  weeks 
thereof,  to  visit  the  school  and  schoolmaster,  and  the  proceedings  and  management 
of  the  school,  and  to  correct  anything  that  might  be  amiss. 

The  several  estates  comprised  in  the  will  and  feoffment  have,  from  time  to 
time,  been  conveyed  to  successive  trustees. 

The  charity  estates  were  surveyed  and  valued  in  1822,  by  Mr.  Calvert,  one  of 
the  trustees,  and  Mr.  Bennett,  a  land  surveyor.  The  particulars  thereof,  and 
names  of  the  occupiers  are  contained  below.  The  property  is  let  at  its  fuU 
annual  value,  except  the  premises  occupied  by  the  schoolmaster. 

The  amount  of  the  rents  from  the  property  derived  under  the  wilL  according 
to  the  valuation,  including  the  school  property,  is  £500  per  annum ;  altogether 
246  acres.  ^ 

The  land  on  which  the  school-house  stands  was  purchased  by  the  founder, 
Richard  Wakefield,  and  conveyed  to  him  by  indenture  of  feoffment,  dated  the 
27th  May,  1734,  in  trust  for  an  English  charity  school  intended  to  be  built  and 
endowed,  and  to  be  taken  as  part  of  the  endowment  thereof,  and  for  the  school- 
master to  live  in. 

The  master  of  the  school  occupies  the  school  premises,  which  comprise  a 
school-room,  with  other  apartments,  and  a  small  garden,  rent-free ;  and  he  receives 
the  rents  of  the  rest  of  the  school  property,  and  the  further  annual  sum  of  £15  out 
of  the  general  funds  of  the  charity,  as  a  remuneration  for  instructing  20  children 
in  addition  to  the  30  provided  for  by  the  endowment ;  and  he  is  permitted  to  take 
other  scholars.  The  children  are  instructed  on  the  Madras  system.  The  free 
scholars  are  chosen  and  admitted  by  one  of  the  trustees,  who  resides  in  Tutbury, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  other  trustees ;  they  are  required  to  be  children  of 
parishioners  resident  in  the  place,  and  are  further  required,  pursuant  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  trustees,  of  November,  1819,  to  attend  a  Sunday  school,  conducted 
under  the  Church  of  England  establishment. 
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The  master  supplies  coal  for  the  school,  being  in  receipt  of  the  rents  of  the 
land  appropriated  by  the  founder  for  that  purpose. 

The  sum  of  £30  which  was  received  from  the  trustees  of  Mr.  Newton,  of 
Lichfield,  for  the  benefit  of  the  school  at  Tutbury,  in  1817,  was  applied  towards 
enlarging*  the  school-room,  on  the  occasion  of  an  increase  being  made  to  the 
number  of  the  scholars,  the  whole  expense  of  the  enlargement  being  £99  or 
thereabouts. 

The  purposes  for  which  the  trustees  apply  the  rerenues  from  the  property 
derived  under  the  will  are,  the  apprenticing  of  children ;  providing  medicines, 
and  other  necessaries  for  the  sick  and  infirm ;  clothing,  bread  and  coals,  for  poor 
persons ;  books  of  devotion,  and  religious  instruction :  a  distribution  of  weekly 
sums  of  money  among  the  poor,  and  a  donation  of  beef  and  money  at  Christmas- 
time. 

It  is  usual  to  place  out  yearly  two  apprentices,  with  premiums  of  £10  each, 
and  each  of  them  is  allowed  during  the  apprenticeship  10s.  a-year,  at  Christmas^ 
provided  his  conduct  be  satisfactory.  The  apprentices  are  taken  from  the 
children  who  have  been  educated  at  the  school,  when  there  are  proper  apjdicants 
among  them;  when  not,  they  are  chosen  from  children  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tutbury,  of  good  character.  The  supplying  of  medicines  and  necessaries  for  the 
sick,  and  the  distribution  of  coals,  bread,  clothing,  and  money,  is  left,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees  residing  in  the  town  of  Tutbury.  The 
money  applied  for  the  first  of  these  purposes  is  necessarily  of  variable  amount; 
averagiog  about  £40  per  annum,  to  which  should  be  added,  an  annual  donation  of 
£5  5s.  to  a  society  for  the  relief  of  lying-iu-women,  at  Tutbury.  The  money, 
coals,  and  clothes,  are  distributed  according  to  lists  made  out  by  the  resident 
trustees,  and  the  allowance  is  continued  to  the  same  persons  wlule  considered 
deserving.  The  expense  of  purchasing  Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  and  other  books  of 
divinity,  which  are  partly  given  as  rewards  to  the  children  of  the  sdiool,  and 
partly  distributed  among  the  poor  by  the  minister,  is  in  general  from  £3  to  £5 
a-year.  There  has  long  been  a  customary  donation  to  the  poor  of  beef  and 
money  at  Christmas,  amounting  at  first  to  £S,  afterwards  to  £20  a-year.  There 
are  also  yearly  expended  or  allowed  for  receiving  the  rents,  about  £10  is, ;  to  the 
solicitor,  for  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting,  and  entering  the  accounts,  £4  40. ; 
and  for  the  expenses  of  an  entertainment  at  the  meeting,  generally  about  £12 ; 
and  there  are  besides  several  other  items  of  annual  expenditure,  in  repairs,  and 
in  other  matters  incidental  to  the  management  of  the  trust,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  charity.  Considerable  expense  is  occasionally  incurred  in  ftmtMmVmg  or 
protecting  against  encroachment  part  of  the  charity  land  adjoining  the  river 
Dove ;  and  in  1820,  £63,  arising  from  the  sale  of  wood,  was  applied  towards  that 
object. 

The  advancing  of  smalJ  loans  to  young  tradesmen,  which  is  one  of  the  objects 
mentioned  in  the  will,  has  very  rarely  been  put  in  practice,  or  required. 

The  accounts  are  kept  by  one  of  the  resident  trustees,  who  acts  as  treasure, 
and  are  yearly  examined  by  the  trustees,  at  a  meeting  held  in  November. 
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The  custom  of  giving  sums  of  money  by  weekly  payments  among  the  poor, 
though  not  specified  by  the  testator  as  one  of  the  objects  of  his  charity,  has 
prevailed  for  a  very  long  time.  In  order  to  guard  against  abuse,  the  trustees,  by 
a  resolution  of  November,  1819,  recommended  it  to  the  resident  trustees  at 
Tutbury,  that  those  objects  should  be  first  relieved  who  were  poor  housekeepers, 
not  receiving  alms  from  the  parish.  As  the  annual  fund,  however,  thus  disposed 
of,  is  of  considerable  amount,  and  the  distribution  of  weekly  sums  is  liable  to 
become  a  mere  substitution  for  parochial  relief,  instead  of  adding  to  the  comfort 
or  happmess  of  the  poor,  it  appears  that  it  would  be  proper  for  the  consideration 
of  the  trustees,  whether  a  part  of  the  money  thus  disposed  of  could  not  be 
applied  with  advantage  to  the  other  purposes  which  the  testator  has  himself 
pointed  out  by  his  will. 

Skith  and  Astle^s  Chabitt. 

Thomas  Smith,  by  will,  dated  4th  February,  1672,  gave  to  the  poor  of 
Tutbury  £100,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  inhabitants 
thereof,  for  ever. 

Abraham  Astle,  of  Tutbury,  by  will,  dated  3rd  March,  1675,  gave  to  the  poor 
inhabitants  of  Tutbury  £30,  the  interest  thereof  to  be  distributed  among  the 
poor  inhabitants  thereof,  for  ever. 

The  two  sums  of  £100  and  £30  were  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  a  parcel  of 
land  in  Stockley  Park,  in  the  parish  of  Tutbury,  which  was  conveyed  by  indenture 
of  feoffinent  of  the  4th  April,  1681,  to  Joseph  Wakefield,  and  four  others,  in  trust 
for  the  poor  inhabitants  of  Tutbury,  and  that  the  feoffees,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  might  yearly  dis- 
tribute the  rents  of  the  premises  among  the  poor  inhabitants,  on  the  1st  November 
and  20th  April.  This  land  has  for  some  time  been  conveyed  to  the  trustees  for  the 
time  being  of  Wakefield's  charity,  and  is  vested  in  the  trustees  thereof.  The 
estate  ooniains  11a.  3b.  28p.  of  land  of  very  inferior  quality.  The  rents  are 
distributed,  one  half  on  Good  Friday,  and  the  other  half  on  St.  Thomas's-day, 
among  poor  persons  of  the  parish  of  Tutbury;  and  lists  are  made  out  and  kept 
of  the  persons  relieved,  and  the  sums  given  them. 

Lant's  Gipt. 

Joan  Lant,  as  appears  by  a  table  of  benefactions,  gave  the  sum  of  £4,  which 
purchased  a  yearly  rent-charge  of  6s.  4d.,  issuing  out  of  a  house  in  Castle-street, 
in  Tutbury.  The  parish  clerk  of  Tutbury  resides  in  the  house,  and  he  deducts 
from  his  rent  6s.  4d.  a-year,  and  distributes  the  same  in  sums  of  4d.  a  piece, 
among  poor  widows  of  the  parish,  on  Good  Friday,  yearly. 

Chabitibs. 

Henry  Chamberlain,  40b.  a-year  for  the  poor,  charged  on  a  house  in  Alders- 
gate-street,  London.— John  Chamberlain,  twelve  penny  loaves  every  Sunday, 
rent^;harge  on  land  in  Blockforby,  Leicestershire,  given  to  twelve  poor  widows. 
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WAKEFIELD'S  CHARITY. 
Property  derived  under  the  Will  of  Richard  Wakefield. 

A.  R.    p. 

Croft  in  Tutbury 1  1  29 

Land        ditto    0  3    4 

House,  outbuildings,  garden  and  three  crofts  in  Tutbury    8  1  28 

Three  pieces  of  land,  ditto 16  1    7 

Croft                        ditto 2  2    3 

Allotment  in  Hominglow  Township 1  3  33 

Four  parcels  of  land  in  Tutbury  13  0  34 

Close  in  Rolleston  3  3  10 

Farm  comprising  a  house  and  lands  in  Ilatton  98  0  29 

Two  pieces  of  land  in  Tutbury 17  2  16 

Part  of  Burgage  Croft,  Tutbury  0  3  11 

House,  &G.y  and  land  in  Hatton,  Tutbury,  and  Marston 19  3  37 

Land  in  Tutbury 1  0  19 

Ditto 4  3  11 

Allotments  in  Needwood  Forest,  in  Anslow  Township 30  2  24 

Rent-charge  out  of  prembes  at  bottom  of  High-street,  Tutbury  0  0    0 

Three  pieces  of  land  in  Tutbury  and  Rolleston 10  0    0 

Allotment,  Anslow 0  1  ]1 

Rent-charge  out  of  vicarage,  house  and  garden 0  0    0 

Land,  Tutbury 14  2  18 

Four  dwellings  in  Tutbury,  occupied  by  poor  persons,  rent ")  n  0    0 

free,  worth  £2  10s.  each  per  annum j 


Property  derived  under  Wakefield's  Deed  of  Feoffinent,  for  a  Charity 

School,— all  in  Tutbury. 

Two  fields  in  Tutbury..; 10  3    3 

Ditto 6  3  30 

Part  of  the  Burgage  0  2    4 

Schoolhouse  and  garden ^ 0  0  14 

Croft 0  3    6 


Land  in  Trust  for  the  Poor,  purchased  with  Smith's  and  Astle's  Charity 

Monies,--both  in  Tutbury. 

Far  Meadow 5    3  19 

Cow  Pasture 6    0   9 
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LAPLEY. 

Laflet  is  a  small  village^  four  miles  west  of  Penkridge,  con- 
taining 1^000  people^  and  3^740  acres  of  land. 

School. — Thos.  Scutt  (1702),  £10  yearly  to  a  schoolmaster, 
to  be  chosen  and  approved  by  Thomas  Byrch,  and  four  others, 
and  their  heirs,  parishioners  of  Lapley ;  which  schoolmaster, 
and  his  successors,  so  chosen,  should  teach  school  in  Wheaton 
Aston,  and  be  paid  yearly  at  Lady-day  and  Michaelmas,  by 
equal  portions,  for  his  and  their  better  encouragement  to  teach 
and  instruct  in  learning  all  poor  children  and  scholars  of  the 
parishioners  of  the  parish  of  Lapley,  whose  parents  should  not 
be  of  ability  to  rent  £1 0  per  annum,  with  power  of  distress  to 
the  schoolmaster,  in  case  of  non-payment ;  and  if  such  school- 
master should  refuse  to  teach,  or  grow  negligent  of  the  school, 
it  should  be  lawful  to  the  trustees,  and  their  heirs,  to  pay 
the  £10  to  such  other  schoolmaster  as  should  be  chosen  by  the 
persons  aforesaid,  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  their  heirs ; 
and  he  gave  the  said  persons,  and  their  heirs,  full  power  to 
elect  and  choose  six  or  more  fit  persons,  residing  in  the  parish 
of  Lapley,  for  the  choosing  of  such  schoolmaster,  as  often  as 
occasion  should  be. 
•  Chabities. — Bichard  Wilson  (1622),  40s.  per  annum  for  the 
poor,  and  20s.  per  annom  to  repair  the  bridges  and  highways. 
— Joan  Scutt  (1669),  20s.  per  annum,  to  be  given  to  the  poor 
on  Good  Friday. — Thomas  Scutt  (1702),  £5  per  annum  to  the 
vicar,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on  Sunday  afternoons  at  Wheaton 
Aston  Chapel,  and  £3  per  annum  for  the  poor. — Jeremiah 
Lovatt  (1769),  52s.  per  ann.  for  bread  every  Sunday  to  the  poor. 


QUAENFORD. 

QuABKTORD  is  a  township,  in   Alstonfield  pariah,  containing 
about  700  people,  and  2,000  acres  of  land. 

The  Fbeb  School  was  founded  in  1760,  by  John  Bourne, 
and  has  since  received  several  small  endowments,  and  £10 
a-year  from  the  lord  of  the  manor.  The  master,  Mr.  Thomas 
Hughes,  teaches  30  free  scholars. — There  are  no  poor  charities. 

8w 
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HAMSTALL    RIDWAKE. 

Hamstall  Ridware  is  a  village  four  miles  east  by  north  of 
Rugeley,  containing  400  inhabitants,  and  2960  acres  of  land. 

The  School. — In  1809,  Thomas  Leigh  built  a  school  here, 
which  is  now  open  on  the  National  system,  and  is  conducted 
by  Ann  Tomlinson,  who  has  about  70  scholars,  who  pay  her  a 
small  quarterage. 

Charities.— The  Rev.  T.  Deleene  (1690),  left  £15  per 
annum,  out  of  land  at  Yoxall,  and  also  the  rents  of  9  J  acres  of 
land  in  this  parish  for  its  poor. — In  1803,  £30  was  expended 
by  the  Leigh  family,  in  repairing  six  cottages  occupied  rent 
free  by  poor  parishioners. 


GAYTON. 

Gayton  is  a  village  six  miles  north-east  of  Stafford,  with  300 
inhabitants,  and  1475  acres  of  land. 

Browne's  School  Charity. — George  Browne,  of  Hartley 
Green,  in  the  parish  of  Gayton,  by  will,  dated  25th  May,  1792, 
bequeathed  to  his  executors,  William  Holland  and  Hugh 
Mellor,  of  Gayton,  £40,  in  trust  to  place  the  same  out  a^ 
interest  on  some  public  or  private  security  at  their  discretion^ 
either  in  their  own  name  or  in  the  names  of  the  minister  and 
churchwardens  for  the  time  being,  and  to  apply  the  produce  to 
the  teaching  four  poor  children  in  the  parish  to  read,  such 
children  to  be  chosen  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens.  £2 
as  the  interest  of  this  legacy  has  been  hitherto  paid  to  a  school- 
mistress for  teaching  four  poor  children  to  read.  As  soon  as 
one  is  sufl&ciently  taught  the  churchwardens  appoint  another. 

Upon  the  table  of  benefactions  in  the  church  there  is  noticed^ 
"John  Heath^s  gift,  anno  1724;'^  the  particulars,  however, 
are  not  mentioned.  John  Heath's  gift  is  supposed  to  be  an 
annual  sum  of  50s.,  charged  upon  a  piece  of  land  in  the  parish 
of  Gayton,  called  Mill  Field,  the  property  of  Mr.  Edward  Fox. 
This  sum  is  paid  to  a  baker,  who  provides  bread  to  that  annual 
amount,  which  is  given  in  twopenny  loaves  to  poor  widows 
every  Sunday. 
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MILWICH. 

MiLWiCH  is  a  small  village,  five  miles  east  of  Stone,  with  600 
inhabitants,  and  2,830  acres  of  land. 

Mrs.  Harrison's  Charity. — ^Mrs.  Elizabeth  Harrison,  of 
Dilhome  Hall  (described  on  the  table  of  benefactions  by  her 
maiden  name  of  Fenton),  by  will,  proved  at  Lichfield,  15th 
September,  1 796,  gave  £5  a-year  for  teaching  ten  children  of 
Milwich  to  read.  It  is  stated  that  this  is  charged  upon  lands  now 
belonging  to  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Holliday,  formerly  of  Dilhome 
Hall,  and  she  pays  £5  yearly  to  the  parish  clerk,  and  he  for 
that  sum  teaches  ten  children  to  read,  who  are  appointed  by 
Mr.  Knight,  a  tenant  of  Mrs.  Holliday. 

Charities. — Ralph  Bailey,  £13  per  annum,  for  the  poor  of 
Cavers  well;  10s.  and  remainder  for  Milwich. — Prudence 
Compton,  10s.  per  annum  for  the  poor,  at  Christmas. — J. 
George,  and  M.  Phillips,  12s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor. — Wm. 
Hurbott,  24s.  per  annum,  for  the  poor. — Ralph  Bourne,  interest 
of  £500,  for  the  poor  of  Milwich  and  Hilderstone. — John 
Bourne,  one-third  of  the  rent  of  a  piece  of  land  in  Stone  parish, 
for  the  poor. 


UTTOXETER. 

Uttoxeter  is  an  ancient  market  town,  twelve  miles  south  of 
Ashbourne;  the  salubrity  of  the  air  round  Uttoxeter  is  so 
remarkable  that  persons  at  60  years  of  age  are  considered  to 
be  in  the  prime  of  life. 

The  Free  Grahkar  School  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Thos. 
AUeyne  in  1558,  who  endowed  it  with  £13  6s.  8d.  per  annum, 
and  vested  it  in  the  Master  and  Fellows  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge.  They  augmented  the  income  in  18i6,  for  which 
eight  scholars  are  taught  free. 
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Charities. — Catharine  Mastergent  (1646),  and  John  Wright 
(1729),  founded  almshouses  for  four  poor  widows,  and  left 
£4  6s.  8d.  per  annum  for  their  support. — ^Wm.  Lathropp  (170O) 
founded  almshouses  for  eight  poor  widows,  and  endowed  them 
with  three  acres  of  land,  and  20s.  6d.  per  annum.  They  were 
rebuilt  in  1840,  at  an  expense  of  £300. — John  Dynes  (1644), 
left  £68  per  ann.  for  apprenticeship  fees. 

By  a  decree  of  the  Charity  Commissioners,  in  1727,  varioas 
small  charities  were  re-established  amounting  to  £151  per 
annum.  These  are  in  the  hands  of  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers,  and  are  distributed  in  money,  shoes,  and  clothes, 
every  Christmas.  The  money  is  derived  from  rents  of  various 
pieces  of  land  in  the  parish. 


NORTON-ON-T  HE-MOORS. 

NoRTON-ON-THE-MooRS  IS  a  Well  built  village,  two  miles  east  of 
Burslem,  containing  3,000  people,  and  4,000  acres  of  land. 

Charities  of  William  Ford  and  Others. 

Hugh  Ford,  of  Spragg  House,  in  the  parish  of  Norton-on- 

the-Moors,  by  his  will,  dated  1st  March,  1730,  after  reciting 

that  £100  were  in  his  hands  from  the  following  legacies,  viz., 

£  8.  d. 

Given  by  William  Ford,  his  grandfather,  for  the  use  of  the  poor    20  0    0 

Ellen  Pord,  his  aunt,  for  the  use  of  the  school 20  0    0 

Ellen  Eord,  his  grandmother,  for  the  poor 30  0    0 

Ditto,                   ditto           for  the  school 30  0    0 

bequeathed  to  John  Ford,  of  Ivy  House,  in  the  parish  of  Stoke, 

Hugh  Ford,  of  Ford  Green  in  Norton,  Thomas  Adams  of  the 

same  place,  and  Josiah  Ford,  of  Heath   House  in   Norton, 

their  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  the  sum  of  £100, 

upon  trust  to  discharge  the  several  legacies,  and  in  the  mean 

time  to  apply  the  interest  thereof  in  discharge  of  the  interest 

due  upon  the  legacies. 

There  is  a  sum  of  £130  invested  upon  the  security  of  the 

turnpike  road  from  .Newcastle  to  Leek,  of  which  this  £100 

forms  a  part.     It  is  not  known  whence  the  remaining  £30 
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arose ;  but  it  appears  probable  that  it  was  constituted  of  the 
following  benefactions^  which  appear  on  a  tablet  in  the  church, 

and  of  the  disposal  of  which  there  is  no  further  account : — 

Mr.  John  Pott,  schoolmaater  of  Norton,  left  the  use  of  £10    £    s.   d. 
yearlv,  for  ever,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  nonseholders  of  the 
parish  of  Norton 10    0    0 

Hugh  Ford,  late  of  the  Nearer  Side  the  Water,  left  the  use  of 
£4  yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor.  Hugh  Ford  and  John 
Sherratt  put  in  trust  for  both    4    0    0 

Hugh  Mare,  late  of  Norton  Hall  House,  left  the  use  of  £5 
yearly,  for  ever,  to  the  poor.    John  Sherratt  put  in  trust    ...      5    0    0 

William  Ford,  father  to  the  aforesaid  Hugh  Ford,  of  the 
Nearer  House  to  Norton  on  Ford  Green,  Icit  the  use  of  £6 
yearly,  forever,  whereof  408.  was  lost 6    0    0 

Sir  John  Bowyer,  knight  and  baronet,  left  £3,  the  interest 
whereof  is  yearly  to  be  dealt  in  bread 3    0    0 

Mr.  Moor  left  408.,  the  interest  whereof  is  yearly  to  be  dealt 
in  bread 2    0    0 

£30  0  0 
The  trustees  of  the  turnpike  road  pay  £6  10s.  as  the  interest 
of  this  money.  Of  this,  50s.  is  paid  to  the  schoolmaster,  and 
the  rest  is  distributed  to  the  poor  of  the  parish,  in  the  church, 
in  sums  of  2s.  and  under.  The  usual  day  for  the  distribution 
is  New  Year's  Day.  Mr.  G.  HoUoway  teaches  four  free 
scholars  for  this  money. 

Chabities. — ^Wm.  Maer,  50s.  per  annum ;  Josiah  Keeling 
(1725);  12s.  per  annum;  Thos.  Sherratt  (1775),  8s.  per  annum. 
These  are  also  distributed  on  New  Year's  Day  to  the  poor. 


TRENTHAM. 

TfiENTHAH,  anciently  Tbichinoham,  is  a  handsome  village,  three 
miles  south  of  Newcastle,  containing  3,000  people,  and  7,236 
acres  of  land.  The  Duke  of  Sutherland  is  owner  of  nearly  all 
the  parish,  and  resides  at  Trentham  Hall,  which  is  situated  in 
a  park  of  500  acres,  and  surrounded  by  gardens  unsurpassed 
by  any  in  England. 

THE  SCHOOL. 

1.  Ladt  SIathebivb  Letzsou,  by  a  codicil  to  her  will,  dated  14th  October, 
1670,  gave  to  the  town  of  Trentham  £400  to  buy  £30  a-year  land,  for  the  school- 
ing of  poor  children  within  the  pariah  of  Trentham,  until  they  should  be  able  to 
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be  pnt  apprentices,  and  ten  of  the  best  tenants  of  tbe  parish  to  be  put  in  trust 
for  the  purchasing  of  the  land,  and  to  make  choice  of  a  schoobnaster  that  should 
be  an  honest  and  fit  scholar  to  teach  them. 

By  a  subsequent  codicil,  without  date,  she  declared  her  intent  to  be  that  the 
schoolmaster  should  be  elected  by  ten  of  the  sufficientest  of  the  tenants  within 
the  manor  of  Trentham,  and  that  he  should  have  no  other  employment  in  any 
ecclesiastical  calling,  but  only  to  apply  himself  to  the  school,  and  not  to  put  in 
any  usher  and  to  take  the  profits,  but  upon  his  better  preferment  to  leave  it. 

This  legacy  has  not  been  laid  out  in  land,  but  has  always  been  kept  at  interest 
of  five  per  cent,  upon  security.  In  the  year  1734;,  the  tenants  of  the  parish  who 
were  trustees,  requested  the  then  Earl  Gower  to  take  charge  of  it  until  a 
purchase  of  lands  could  be  made,  which  he  did,  and  gave  a  bond  for  the  repay- 
ment, with  interest  at  five  per  cent. 

About  the  year  1783,  a  new  bond  was  given  in  lieu  of  the  former  by  the 
Marquis  of  Stafford,  and  the  principal  money  is  now  in  the  hands  of  his  heir, 
who  received  the  £400  from  the  Marquis's  residuary  legatee  and  acting 
executor.  Lord  Viscount  Granville.  The  bond  given  by  the  Marquis  in  1783, 
being  lost,  it  cannot  be  ascertained  who  were  the  trustees  to  whom  it  was  given, 
and  there  is  no  person  now  living  who  is  known  to  have  acted  as  a  trustee. 

The  interest,  being  £20,  is  paid  over  to  John  PoweU,  a  schoolmaster  at 
Trentham,  who  was  appointed  with  the  approbation  of  the  Marquis,  there  being 
no  trustees  to  make  the  appointment.  The  preceding  schoolmasters  had  been 
used,  in  consideration  of  this  payment  of  £20,  to  teach  24  children  gratuitously, 
14  of  them  to  read  only,  and  the  other  10  also  to  write  and  cast  accounts.  About 
the  period  above-mentioned  it  was  thought  expedient  to  alter  the  plan  of  educa- 
tion, and  it  was  settled  with  the  master,  that  he  should  take  all  children  of 
parishioners  who  were  considered  proper  objects  of  the  charity  at  a  reduced  price, 
receiving  for  each  3s.  a  quarter,  if  only  one  from  a  family,  and  2s.  for  each  if 
more  than  one,  the  £20  a  year  being  considered  sufficient  to  make  up  his  remu- 
neration 5s.  a  quarter  for  each,  that  being  the  sum  which  he  deems  an  adequate 
compensation  for  teaching  reading,  writing,  and  accounts.  He  gives  to  other 
scholars  further  instruction  in  geography,  mensuration,  &c.,  for  which  he  makes 
his  own  terms,  and  receives  for  some  as  much  as  a  guinea  a  quarter.  Books  and 
writing  materials  are  paid  for  by  the  parents ;  they  are  supplied  at  a  cheap  rate. 

The  school  is  held  in  a  room  built  and  given  for  the  purpose  by  the  Marquis 
of  Stafford. 

Charities. — Sir  R.  Leveson  (1660),  £5  per  annum  for  the 
poor. — Lady  Leveson  (1673),  £30  per  annum,  for  clothing  and 
maintaining  three  poor  widows ;  and  £20  per  annum,  for 
apprenticing  two  poor  children. — John  Mare  (1707),  Ss.  per 
annum. — Thos.  Brerehurst  (1686),  20s.  per  annum. — ^Lettioe 
Astburyand  Jas.  Preston  (1737  and  1808),  £3  per  annum. — 
Mr.  Tuer,  £2  per  annum.  All  these  are  given  away  on  St. 
Thomas's  day. 
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STONE. 


Stone  Grammar  School  was  founded  in  1588  by  Thos.  Alleyne, 
D.  D.,  for  six  free  boys  of  Stone,  and  twenty-four  others,  on 
payment  of  a  small  fee.  Endowment,  £113  6s.  8d. — Master, 
Mr.  Charles  Boreham. — Trustees,  Master  and  Fellows  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge. 

Chabitibs  of  Wm.  Jeevis,  of  Newcastle,  and  John  Jervis, 

OF  Dablaston. 

John  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  by  his  will,  dated  the  1 2th  of 
January,  1744,  after  reciting  that  his  late  uncle,  Mr.  William 
Jervis,  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme,  gave  by  his  will  the  sum  of 
£100,  to  disposed  of  to  such  charitable  uses  as  John  Jervis  and 
his  heirs  should  think  fit,  within  the  parish  of  Stone,  and  the 
like  sum  so  to  be  disposed  of  within  the  parish  of  Eccleshall, 
declared  his  will  to  be,  that  the  interest  of  the  sums  should  be 
for  ever  employed  for  the  instruction  of  poor  children  in  each 
of  the  parishes,  and  that  the  poor  children  so  to  be  instructed 
in  the  parish  of  Stone  should  be  nominated  by  the  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Darlaston  for  the  time  being ;  and  in  satisfaction  of 
the  sum  intended  by  his  uncle  for  a  charitable  use,  in  the  parish 
of  Eccleshall,  his  will  was,  that  £5  yearly,  tax  free,  should  for 
ever  thereiJter  be  issuing  out  of  certtdn  pieces  of  land  called 
Shropshire's  Leafield,  Shropshire's  New  Leasow,  and  the  rents 
Leasow,  in  ChatcuU,  in  the  county  of  StaflTord ;  and  in  satis- 
faction of  the  sum  intended  by  his  uncle  for  a  charitable  use  in 
Stone  parish,  his  will  was,  that  £5  yearly,  tax  free,  should  for 
ever  thereafter  be  issuing  out  of  certain  lands,  in  Walford  in 

the  said  county,  then  in  the  holding  of Peat,  which  he 

had  purchased  of  Mr.  Southby ;  and  his  will  further  was,  that 
£5  more  yearly,  tax  free,  should  be  issuing  out  of  those 
lands  in  Walford,  which  yearly  sum  his  will  was,  should  be 
yearly  paid  for  teaching  such  poor  children  as  the  lord  of  the 
manor  of  Barlaston  for  the  time  being  should  nominate,  in  the 
parish  of  Stone,  to  read,  write,  and  cast  accounts,  and  for  the 
instructing  them  in  the  principles  of  religion ;  and  he  willed 
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that  the  schoolhouse  by  him  built,  should  for  ever  be  employed 
for  that  purpose ;  that  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Darlaston  for 
the  time  being  should  nominate  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  the 
school,  to  continue  there  during  pleasure  only ;  that  the  several 
payments  should  be  made  half-yearly,  at  Michaelmas  and  Lady- 
day  ;  and  that  the  several  schoolmasters  for  the  time  being  of 
the  charity  school  at  Eccleshall,  and  the  school  by  him  bnilt, 
should  have  power  to  distrain  for  the  arrears  of  the  respective 
sums ;  and  in  case  the  devise  of  the  charities  should  not  be 
deemed  good  in  law,  or  otherwise  be  assured  during  his 
life,  then  he  gave  unto  his  son,  Swynfen  Jervis,  in  full  satis- 
faction of  the  £200  given  by  his  uncle,  and  his  own  intended 
charities,  the  sum  of  £400  to  be  applied  in  such  manner  as  the 
law  would  allow,  so  as  in  the  best  fanner  to  answer  the  intended 
charities ;  and  in  such  case,  he  devised  the  lands  intended  to 
be  charged  therewith  unto  his  son  John  Jervis,  his  heirs  and 
and  assigns  for  ever. 

A  school  was  formerly  kept  in  a  school-room  close  to  the 
town  of  Stone,  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  towards  New- 
castle, called  the  Froghole  school,  and  was,  without  doubt,  the 
school  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  will.  The  master  of  this 
school  received  from  Mr.  Jervis,  of  Darlaston,  £15  a  year,  of 
which  it  was  understood  that  £10  yearly  had  been  given  by 
some  of  the  ancestors  of  the  family  as  an  endowment  of  the 
school,  and  that  £5  was  added  as  the  voluntary  gift  of  Mr. 
Jervis ;  for  this  payment,  the  master  instructed  30  free  scholars 
in  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic. 

About  30  years  ago,  upon  the  inclosure  of  the  common 
land  on  which  this  schoolroom  stood,  Mr.  Jervis  took  it  down, 
and  removed  the  materials  to  a  vacant  spot  in  Darlaston,  a 
village  in  the  parish  of  Stone,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the 
town,  purposing  to  build  another  schoolroom  there.  This,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  done,  but  the  £15  htks  been  ever  since  applied 
to  the  maintenance  of  a  school  for  girls  in  Darlaston,  kept  by 
a  schoolmistress  of  the  name  of  Timmiss,  who  for  this,  and  an 
additional  sum  of  £10  (the  voluntary  gift  of  Lady  St,  Vincent), 
teaches  25  girls  to  read  and  work. 

The  children  in  this  school  are  principally  taken  from 
Darlaston  and  Meaford  (which  last  is  a  hamlet  in  Kibblestone 
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quarter).  There  are  some  few  from  Stone,  but  the  applications 
from  the  former  places  are  generally  suflicient  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  as  they  occur. 

£10  of  the  £15  paid  originally  to  the  Froghole  school,  and 
now  to  the  school  at  Darlaston,  is  plainly  the  result  of  William 
Jervis's  gift  of  £100  to  the  parish  of  Stone,  and  the  additional 
£5  a-year  given  by  the  will  of  John  Jervis.  In  the  account  of 
the  charities  at  Eccleshall,  it  will  be  found  that  the  other  gift 
of  William  Jervis  of  £100  to  that  parish,  stated  in  John  Jervis's 
will,  is  not  known  there  as  ever  having  been  a  productive 
charity.  It  is  however  said  by  an  old  and  respectable  inhabitant 
of  Stone,  that  he  had  heard  that  a  payment  of  £5  a-year  was 
formerly  made  by  the  Darlaston  family  to  Eccleshall,  but  that 
the  late  Mr.  Jervis  (who  died  in  1802),  upon  some  offence  taken 
with  the  people  there,  transferred  it  to  the  Froghole  school. 
This  statement,  which  derives  some  probability  from  the  present 
unproductiveness  of  the  gift  to  Eccleshall,  will  account  for  the 
remainder  of  the  £15  paid  to  the  Froghole  school  as  being  the 
fruit  of  this  benefaction.  It  must,  however,  be  observed  that 
Miss  Timmiss,  as  well  as  the  old  schoolmaster  before  mentioned, 
understands  the  £5  to  have  been  a  voluntary  gift,  and  that 
Swynfen  Jervis,  Esq.,  the  owner  of  the  Darlaston  property, 
conceived  it  to  have  been  an  addition  which  old  Mr.  Jervis  was 
in  the  habit  of  making,  from  finding  the  £10  insufficient  for  the 
intended  purpose.  The  school  is  in  the  Old  Mill  House,  which 
is  surrounded  by  water,  and  sometimes  flooded  for  throe  or  four" 
days  together. 


FOREBRIDGE. 


FoREBRiDOE  is  a  liberty  of  the  county  town.  The  National 
School  in  Garden-street  was  built  in  1825,  with  a  dwelling-house 
for  the  master  and  mistress,  who  receive  £60  per  annum,  and 
have  a  good  garden  and  coals  free ;  the  school  is  a  neat  and 
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commodious  building,  and  is  endowed  with  £38  a  year  from  the 
gift  particularized  below ;  it  is  open  to  all  the  poor  children  of 
Castle  Church  parish,  and  has  usually  about  170  scholars,  who 
pay  Id.  per  week  each  -,  the  girls  are  provided  with  cloaks  and 
bonnets  by  the  mistress. 

MRS.  BRIDGMAN^S  FREE  SCHOOL. 
By  indenture,  dated  23rd  March  1740,  between  Richard 
Drakeford,  Edward  Parker,  and  Thomas  Foddering,  of  the  first 
part ;  John  Hodskin,  and  John  Clarke,  of  the  second  part ;  and 
Joseph  Marsh,  of  the  third  part;  reciting,  that  by  a  decree  made 
by  virtue  of  a  commission  of  charitable  uses,  dated  20th  June, 
1726,  it  was  ordered  that  the  sum  of  £147,  a  charity  left  by 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Bridgman,  deceased,  should  be  put  out  at  inter- 
est, or  laid  out  in  lands,  in  trust,  that  the  interest,  profits,  or 
produce  thereof,  should  be  yearly  employed  for  the  schooling 
and  instructing  of  the  poor  children  of  the  township  of  Fore- 
bridge,  in  the  parish  of  Castle,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  and 
that  Richard  Drakeford,  the  elder,  deceased,  and  Edward 
Parker,  together  with  Walter  Chetwynd,  and  Edward  Byrd, 
were  thereby  appointed  trustees  for  the  management  of  the 
charity,  and  that  when  any  of  such  trustees  should  die,  the  survi- 
vors were  to  nominate  so  many  other  trustees  as  should  make  up 
the  number  of  four,  so  that  there  should  never  be  less  than  four 
trustees  for  the  management  of  the  charity ;  and  further  recit- 
ing, that  Walter  Chetwynd  and  Edward  Byrd  refused  to  act  as 
trustees,  and  that  Richard  Drakeford  and  Edward  Parker, 
together  with  one  Abraham  Hodskin,  and  Thomas  Foddering, 
and  one  William  Clarke,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uberty  of  Fore- 
bridge,  had  received  the  £147,  and  had  purchased  for  the  cha- 
ritable purposes,  seven  acres  of  land,  in  a  field  called  the  Green- 
field, in  the  parish  of  Castle,  together  with  all  tithes  whether 
great  or  small ;  and  further  reciting,  that  William  Clarke  and 
Abraham  Hodskin,  had  departed  this  life,  and  Richard  Drake- 
ford, Edward  Parker,  and  Thomas  Foddering,  the  surviving 
trustees,  were  willing  to  elect  and  add  John  Hodskin  and  John 
Clarke,  to  be  other  trustees  to  them;  it  is  witnessed,  that  Richard 
Drakeford,  Edward  Parker,  and  Thomas  Foddering,  for  support- 
ing the  charity,  and  keeping  up  a  proper  number  of  persons  to 
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manage  the  same^  enfeoflfed  unto  Joseph  Marsh,  and  his  heirs 
five  acres  and  two  acres  of  land  in  the  field  called  the  Green- 
field, therein  particularly  described  with  the  abuttals  and  boun- 
daries thereof,  (being  the  land  aforesaid),  to  the  use  of  Richard 
Drakeford,  Edward  Parker,  John  Hodskin,  Thomas  Foddering, 
and  John  Clarke,  and  their  heirs,  upon  trust,  to  pay  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof,  annually,  to  some  proper  and  sufficient  per- 
son, to  be  by  them,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  and  their  heirs, 
appointed  and  procured  for  the  teaching  and  instructing  of  the 
poor  children  of  the  township  of  Forebridge,  in  some  school  or 
other  conrenient  plaoe,  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose,  within  the 
liberty  of  the  township,  according  to  the  direction  of  the  will 
and  decree  ;  and  upon  further  trust,  that  when  the  number  of 
trustees  should  be  reduced  to  less  than  four,  the  survivors  should 
convey  the  premises  to  such  other  sufficient  and  substantial 
persons,  as  should  be  by  them  appointed  for  that  purpose,  so 
that  the  number  of  trustees  might,  for  ever,  be  kept  up  to  the 
number  of  four,  at  the  least. 

Under  the  Forebridge  Tnclosure,  an  allotment  was  made  to 
the  trustees,  in  lieu  of  the  two  parcels  of  land  above-mentioned, 
containing,  according  to  the  plans  and  draft  of  the  award,  5a. 
2b.  14p.  The  old  land  was  subject  to  right  of  common  from 
Michaelmas  to  Candlemas.  The  new  land  adjoins  the  school, 
and  is  let  in  garden  plots,  producing  £38  yearly. 

The  present  schoolmaster  is  Mr.  James  Walton,  who  gives 
instruction  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  grammar,  geography, 
&c.  The  schoolmistress  is  Mrs.  Walton,  who  instructs  the 
girls  in  needlework,  &c.  The  average  attendance  is  100  boys, 
and  70  girls.     The  school  is  well  conducted. 

Trustees :  Rev.  E.  Allen,  incumbent  of  Castle  Church ;  T. 
Salt,  T.  Hartshome,  J.  H,  Webb,  Thos.  Boulton,  and  R.  W . 
Hand,  Esqrs. 


CHARITIES. 

W.  Goldsmith,  in  1602,  left  £10  per  annum  for  clothing  for 
poor  widows ;  also  £10  per  annum  for  apprenticing  two  poor 
boys ;   and  £10  per  annum  for  bread  to  be  given  every  Sunday 
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at  Castle  Church,  to  as  many  poor  people  as  are  present  at  the 
morning  service :  about  16  loaves  are  usually  distributed.  The 
churchwardens  manage  these  charities ;  and  the  income  is  de- 
rived from  lands  at  Silkmore. 

The  sum  of  £2  per  annum  is  received  from  a  farm  at  Doxey, 
which  is  given  away  on  the  Sunday  after  St.  Andrevr's-day, — 
£1  13s.  4d.  to  the  poor,  and  6s.  8d.  to  the  parson  for  preaching 
on  the  same  day. 

Roger  Hinton,  in  1684,  bequeathed  a  portion  of  the  rents  of 
his  estates  to  the  poor  of  Castle  Church  :  about  £28  yearly  is 
now  received,  which  is  distributed  in  coals. 

Formerly  6s.  called  "  Plum  Money,"  used  to  be  distributed 
at  Christmas,  but  has  been  discontinued  for  many  years. 


SEIGHFORD. 


Seighpord  is  a  scattered  village,  three  miles  west  by  north 
from  Stafford,  containing '3,830  acres  of  land,  and  800  people. 

The  School  is  held  in  a  room  in  the  parish  church,  in 
which  are  six  "free  scholars. 

Charities. — Dorothy  Bridgman  and  others  left  £51,  which 
was  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  five  acres  of  land  in  1712. 
This  is  let  for  five  guineas  per  ^nnum,  three  guineas  are  paid 
out  of  this  for  the  education  of  the  &i^  free  scholars,  and  the 
remainder  is  given  in  bread  to  the  poor. — The  poor  also  have 
10s.  in  bread,  the  interest  of  £10  left  by  Francis  Eld,  and  they 
have  a  gift  of  40s.  per  annum  left  by  Richard  Chamberlain,  in 
1628. 

Coton  Clanford,  on  the  south  side  of  the  parish,  is  the  place 
where  the  Rev.  Wm.  Wollaston  was  bom,  in  1650.  He  died 
in  London  in  1724,  having  lived  there  as  a  recluse  for  many 
years,  during  which  he  wrote  many  works,  of  one  of  which, 
"The  Religion  of  Nature  Delineated,"  he  sold  upwards  of 
10,000  copies. 
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To  Tamwobth,  Lichfield,  Newcastle- under-Lyme  &  Stapfobd. 


This  is  one  of  the  most,  if  not  the  most  important  charity  in 
the  county.  It  appears  that  the  original  rent  of  the  estate  only 
has  been  paid  to  these  four  towns,  whereas  it  is  clear  that  the 
whole  of  the  present  bents  belong  to  the  poor;  and  to  prevent 
misconception  or  doubt  on  this  point,  the  report  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners  is  hereunto  appended.  Without  doubt  this 
ought  to  be  recovered.  The  manor  contains  no  less  than 
1,100  acres  !     The  following  is  the  Report  : — 

"  The  various  instruments  by  which  Henry  Smith  dedicated 
his  real  and  personal  estate  to  charitable  uses  have  been  already 
stated  in  our  fourth  report,  p.  448,  et  seq.,  in  the  account  there 
given  of  the  extensive  charities,  now  under  the  management  of 
his  general  trustees. 

"  Referring  to  that  statement,  we  need  only  repeat,  that  by 
a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  20th  June,  1626, 
(obtained  for  the  purpose  of  altering  some  prior  dispositions 
which  he  had  made  of  this  property),  it  was  ordered  that  the 
trustees,  to  whom  the  real  and  personal  estate  therein  mentioned 
was  to  be  conveyed,  should,  after  the  death  of  the  said  Henry 
Smith,  dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estates,  and 
such  part  of  the  personal  property  as  should  not  be  disposed  of 
by  him  in  his  lifetime,  to  certain  charitable  uses  specified  by 
him  in  an  indenture,  dated  the  12th  June,  1625,  and  to  and  for 
such  other  charitable  uses  as  he  should  by  deed  or  will  appoint. 

"And  by  an  indenture,  dated  the  20th  January,  1626-7,  the 
said  Henr^  Smith,  for  the  better  performance  of  the  said  chari- 
table uses,  declared  that  his  trustees  should  employ  the  rents 
of  his  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  and  the  moneys,  debts, 
and  other  his  personal  estate,  for  the  purchasing  of  manors, 
lands,  and  hereditaments,  to  be  conveyed  as  therein  directed, 
and  employed  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
decree,  and  of  that  indenture.  And  touching  so  much  of  the 
said  manors,  lands,  and  tenements,  whereof  the  profits  should 
not  be  disposed  of  by  him  during  his  life,  he  directed  that  the 
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same  should  be  at  the  disposal  of  his  trustees ;  and  he  directed 
that  the  rents  of  so  much  of  the  said  lands  as  had  been  or  should 
thereafter  be  appointed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  any  parish, 
should  be  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  of  each  of  such  parishes  respectively,  and  that  the  leases 
of  the  lands,  of  which  the  profits  should  be  appointed  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish,  should  be  contracted  for  by  the 
churchwardens  and  overseers  of  such  parish,  to  the  intent  that 
the  best  yearly  value  might  be  made  thereof;  and  the  deed 
further  specifies  the  manner  in  which  the  rents  are  to  be  apphed 
by  the  parish  oflScers. 

'^  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith,  his  trustees  purchased  several 
real  estates,  for  the  charitable  purposes  expressed  in  these 
instruments,  some  of  which  are  not  now  under  the  management 
of  his  general  trustees,  and  therefore  are  not  included  in  the 
above-mentioned  report.  Amongst  these  was  the  manor  of 
Froddeswell,  in  Staflfordshire,  which  was  appropriated  to  certain 
charitable  payments  to  the  towns  of  Lichfield,  Tamworth,  New- 
castle-under-Lyme,  and  Stafford,  in  that  county. 

'^  This  appears  from  a  deed,  dated  the  20th  of  Dec,  1641, 
(enrolled  in  Chancery,  the  1st  of  April,  18th  Charles  I.),  and 
executed  by  Robert  Earl  of  Essex  and  Ewe,  Richard  Viscount 
Lumley,  Sir  Richard  Gumey,  Sir  Christopher  Nevill,  Sir 
George  Whitmore,  William  Rolfe,  Henry  Henn,  and  John 
Jackson,  described  as  surviving  feofiees  of 'the  estate  of  Henry 
Smith,  Esquire,  deceased,  by  him  given  to  charitable  uses ;  in 
which,  after  referring  to  the  decree  in  Chancery,  and  to  Mr. 
Smith's  declaration  of  uses,  of  the  10th  of  January,  1726-7,  it 
is  recited,  that  the  said  feoffees,  or  some  of  them,  had  endea- 
voured to  get  in  the  said  monies,  debts,  and  personal  estate  of 
the  said  Henry  Smith,  and  with  a  good  part  ttiereof,  had 
purchased  divers  manors,  messuages,  lands,  tenements,  and 
hereditaments  thereafter  mentioned,  to  be  settled  and  employed 
to  the  charitable  uses  aforesaid.  It  is  then  recited,  that  the 
said  feoflTees,  or  some  of  them,  stood  seised,  to  them  and  their 
heirs,  of  and  in  the  following  premises,  viz. — the  manor  or 
lordship  of  Longstock,  Harrington,  in  the  county  of  Southamp- 
ton, with  the  lands,  &c.,  belonging  thereto,  then  in  the  tenure 
of  the  said  Viscount  Lumley,  for  the  yearly  rent  of  £159; 
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divers  messuages^  lands^  and  hereditaments,  parcel  of  the  manor 
of  Tolshunt  Darcy,  alias  Tolshunt  Tregroflfe,  in  the  county  of 
Essex,  with  the  lands,  &c,  thereto  or  to  the  rectory  there 
belonging,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Sir  Christopher  Neyille,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £140 ;    divers  messuages,  lands,  &c.,  parcel 
of  the  manor  of  Stoughton,  in  Leicestershire,  purchased  of  the 
said  William  Rolfe,  at  the  yearly  value  of  £220 ;    the  manor  of 
Longney,  in  Gloucestershire,  and  the   lands^   &c.,  belonging 
thereto ;  the  farm  and  rectory  of  Longney,  aforesaid,  producing 
a  yearly  rent  of  £214  13s.  4d.,  and  the  copyhold  and  other 
rents  of  the  said  manor,  amounting  yearly  to  £56 ;    '  and  of  and 
in  all  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Proddeswell,  with  the  rights, 
members,  and  appurtenances  thereof,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
and  of  and  in  all  lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  services, 
and  hereditaments  to  the  said  manor  or  lordship,  by  any  means 
belonging  or  appertaining,    then   or  late  in  the   tenure    or 
occupation  of  the  said  Robert  Earl  of  Essex,  or  his  assigns ; ' 
also,  of  messuages  and  lands  at  Hartlepool,  in  the  county  of 
Durham ;    lands  at  Deptford,  in  Kent,  held  at  the  yearly  rent 
of  £40,  purchased  of  the  said  Richard  Gurney;    a  messuage 
and  lands,  at  Shaldon,  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  pur- 
chased of  the  said  William  Rolfe,  at  the  yearly  value  of  £24 ; 
and  a  messuage  in  the  parish  of  Saint  John,  in  the  soake  of 
the  city  of  Winton,  in  the  said  county,  purchased  of  him,  at 
the  yearly  value  of  £4.      '  Into  all  which  manors,  messuages, 
lands,  tenements,  &c.,  and  premises,  the  said  feoffees,  or  some 
of  them,  did  claim  to  have  an  interest,  in  trust,  to  the  charitable 
uses  aforesaid.' 

''  The  deed  then  witnesses,  that  the  said  feoffees,  in  perfor- 
mance of  the  trust  reposed  in  them,  for  the  settling  of  the 
rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  manors,  lands,  and  premises 
to  be  employed  according  to  the  directions  of  the  said  Henry 
Smith,  and  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  his  said  deed  of 
declaration,  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  parish  therein 
mentioned  might  know  to  what  lands  to  repair  and  resort  for 
the  due  payment  and  recovery  of  such  sums  of  money  as  should 
be  assigned  to  them  for  the  use  of  their  poor,  as  thereinafter 
mentioned,  in  case  the  same  should  not  be  otherwise  satisfied, 
'  appointed  to  the  several  towns  parishes  and  places  therein* 
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after  mentioned,  the  several  sums,  yearly  payments,  and  pro- 
portions, to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  each  particular  place,  to  be 
yearly  and  respectively  issuing,  paid  and  payable  out  of  the 
several  and  respective  manors  and  premises  before  mentioned^ 
and  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof,  respectively,  in 
such  proportions  as  should  be  thereafter  limited  and  appointed, 
viz. — to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers,   &c/       The  deed 
then  appoints  a  great  number  of  annual  payments  to  be  made 
to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  different  parishes,  from 
the  several  estates  before  enumerated,  and  in  every  instance  in 
which  the  annual  value   of  the  estate  had  been  stated,  the 
various  payments   directed  to   be  made  from  that  estate  are 
together  equivalent  to  the  tvhole  annual  value  so  stated.     The 
payments  applicable  to  Froddeswell  (of  which  the  imnual  value 
had  not  been  before  mentioned)  are  as  follows  : — 

'  And  to  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Tain- 
worth,  in  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Stafford,  yearly,  £14 ;  to  the  churchwar- 
dens and  poor  of  the  city  of  Lichfield,  yearly,  £18 ;  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  town  of  Stafford,  yearly,  £14! ;  to  the  churchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  Newcastle-under-Lime,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
yearly,  £12 ;  all  which  several  sums  of  money  and  yearly  payments,  settled  and 
assigned  to  the  four  parishes  and  places  last-named,  were  intended  and  appointed 
in  a  due  rateable  and  proportionable  manner  to  be  had,  paid,  allowed,  recovered, 
and  received  out  of  the  said  manor  or  lordship  of  Froddeswell,  and  out  of  the 
rents,  profits,  and  issues  thereof  aforesaid,  reserved  and  payable,  and  from  thence- 
forth for  ever  to  be  issuing  and  payable.' 

"  The  other  appointments  are  in  similar  terms  ;    and  then 

follows  a  general  clause  : — 

'  To  hold  and  enjoy  the  said  several  yearly  payments  out  of  the  manors,  &c., 
respectively,  and  out  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  the  same,  as  the  same 
should  arise,  to  be  had,  levied,  recovered  and  taken  by  the  chorchwardens 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  said  parishes  and  places,  yearly,  to  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  such  parishes  respectively,  with  the  same  liberties,  and  under  the  con- 
ditions and  provisions,  and  according  to  the  same  trusts  and  declarations  as  were 
by  the  said  Henry  Smith  expressed  in  his  deed  of  declaration  of  uses  before- 
mentioned.' 

^'For  the  terms  of  Mr.  Smithes  deed  of  uses  of  1626-7,  and 

from  the  previous  documents  above  referred  to,  it  seems  clear 
that  he  contemplated  a  purchase  of  lands  by  his  trustees,  q/^ 
which  tlie  whole  reveiiues,  as  well  as  those  of  his  real  estate 
already  existing,  should  be  dedicated  to  the  charitable  uses 
therein   specified.      Tn   the  declaration  of  uses  of  1641,  the 
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trastees^  by  professing  to  settle  the  rents  of  the  lands  they  had 
purchased^  according  to  the  directions  and  meaning  of  the  said 
deed,  and  by  apportioning  the  whole  of  the  existing  rents  of 
the  said  lands,  so  far  at  least  as  those  rents  were  set  forth,  ap- 
pear to  have  had  a  similar  intention.  And  accordingly,  we  find 
that  the  whole  produce  of  all  the  estates  mentioned  in  that  in- 
strument, except  that  of  the  manor  of  Froddeswell,  have  been 
constantly  appropriated  to  the  charitable  uses  declared  concern- 
ing them,  the  improved  rents  being  applied  in  a  proportionable 
increase  of  the  payments  to  the  different  parishes  respectively 
interested  in  such  estates,  and  are  under  the  management  either 
of  Mr.  Smith's  general  trustees,  or  of  special  trustees  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  or  of  the  churchwardens  of  the  respective 
parishes. 

"  The  manor  of  Froddeswell  (now  called  Fradswell)  alone 
appears  never  to  have  passed  from  the  possession  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex  and  his  descendants,  and  forms  now  part  of  the  estates  of 
Earl  Ferrers,  to  whom  it  came  by  the  marriage  of  his  ancestor. 
Sir  Robert  Shirley,  with  one  of  the  two  sisters  and  co-heirs  of 
the  Earl  of  Essex ;  and  the  two  sums  of  £14  to  the  town  of 
Stafford,  and  £12  to  the  town  of  Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
appointed  by  the  declaration  of  uses  of  1641,  have  been  regu- 
larly received  &om  the  proprietors  of  that  manor,  as  derived 
firom  the  gift  of  Mr.  Smith. 

"  The  other  two  payments  of  £18  to  the  city  of  Lichfield,  and 
£14  to  the  parish  of  Tamworth,  mentioned  in  the  said  declara- 
tion of  uses,  are  not  paid  from  the  manor  of  Fradswell.  From 
the  earliest  period  to  which  we  can  trace  them,  they  have  been 
received  by  the  churchwardens  of  those  places  from  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  manor  of  Drayton  Basset,  near  Tamworth,  and 
are  enumerated  among  their  respective  charities,  as  '  the  gift 
of  Henry  Smith,  obtained  by  the  procurement  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex.'  This  circumstance  may  perhaps  be  thus  accounted  for. 
The  other  sister,  and  co-heir  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  married  the 
Duke  of  Somerset,  and  with  her,  as  it  appears,  the  manor  of 
Drayton  Basset, which  had  formed  part  of  Lord  Essex's  property, 
passed  into  that  family.  It  is  probable  that  in  arranging  the 
division  of  the  property  between  the  two  co-heirs,  it  was 

3y 
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thought  fit  to  divide  these  four  payments^  and  leaving  two  on 
Fradswell,  ¥rhich  passed  to  one  sister,  to  throw  the  other  two 
on  Drayton  Basset,  the  portion  of  the  other  sister,  and  which 
was  situated  nearer  than  Fradswell  to  the  places  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  them.  The  manor  of  Drayton  Basset .  afterwards 
passed  (as  is  seems  by  intermarriage)  to  the  ancestors  of  the 
Marquis  of  Bath,  and  was  sold  by  the  present  Marquis,  subject 
to  these  payments  as  charges  thereon,  to  Sir  Robert  Peel,  bom 
whom  they  are  now  received. 

"  We  have  not  met  with  any  conveyance  of  the  manor  of 
Fradswell  to  the  trustees,  but  it  appears  clear  from  the  recitals 
of  the  declaration  of  use  of  1641,  that  the  manor  itself,  with 
all  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  vnih 
the  personal  property  of  Mr.  Smith  ;  and  accordingly,  we  find, 
that  in  two  subsequent  conveyances  of  Mr.  Smith's  property, 
by  surviving  trustees  to  new  trustees  (one  of  1st  of  May,  1658, 
and  the  other  of  the  13th  of  May,  1675)  is  included,  'the 
manor  or  lordship  of  Fradswell,  with  the  rights,  members  and 
appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  in  the  county  of  Stafford, 
and  all  lands,  tenements,  rents  and  reversions,  services  and 
hereditaments  to  the  same  manor  belonging,  then  late  in  the 
possession  or  occupation  of  Robert  Earl  of  Essex,  deceased,  or 
of  his  assigns,'  which,  with  the  other  estates  there  enumerated, 
are  conveyed,  'upon  trust,  that  the  said  premises,  a7id  the 
yearly  issiies  and  profits  thereof,  should  be  employed  and  dis  - 
posed  of  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said 
deed,  decree,  declaration,  and  last  will  of  the  said  Henry  Smith/ 
On  examining  the  later  trust  deeds,  we  find  that  all  mention  of 
the  manor  of  Fradswell,  or  of  any  payment  to  be  made  thereout, 
is  omitted.  The  same  omission  also  takes  place  of  other  estates, 
the  management  of  which  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  the 
parish  officers,  or  others,  and  no  longer  remained  in  the  general 
trustees.  Those  deeds,  however,  contain  general  words,  grant* 
ing  '  all  other  the  manors,  &c.,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  in 
Great  Britain,  whereof  the  said  surviving  trustees  stand  seised, 
in  trust,  for  the  uses  aforesaid/  It  may  be  observed,  that  in 
the  deed  of  1641,  the  annual  value  of  all  the  estates,  except 
Fradswell  and  Hartlepool,  is  particularly  stated,  and  that  the 
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payments  charged  to  those  estates,  are  commensurate  with  snch 
value.  All  the  provisions,  however,  respecting  Frad swell  and 
Hartlepool,  exhausted  their  then  annual  value,  than  that  these 
payments  vjere  to  be  c(ynsidered  as  fixed  and  unimprovable,  and 
the  others  as  apportionments  of  the  improvable  value  of  the 
whole  property.  This  inference  is  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  the  full  approved  value  of  the  estate  at  Hartlepool  is 
appropriated  to  the  charitable  uses  declared  concerning  it. 

"  Application  for  information  has  been  made  to  Earl  Ferrers, 
but  the  only  elucidation  derived  from  his  lordship  has  been,  that 
he  and  his  ancestors  have  made  the  specified  payments  to 
Stafford  and  Newcastle,  for  near  200  years,  but  that  those  places 
have  no  claim  whatever  to  his  manor,  or  any  part  of  his  property 
at  Pradswell,  which  was  purchased  by  the  grandfather  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Essex,  and  of  which  the  title  deeds  are  now  in  his 
possession. 

''As  it  is  clear  from  the  deed  of  1641,  that  the  manor  of 
Fradswell  was  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation  of  the 
Earl  of  Essex,  it  is  not  improbable  that  even  after  a  sale  to  the 
trustees,  he  may  have  continued  in  the  management  of  the  pro- 
perty, being  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  places  entitled 
to  its  produce ;  and  that  the  documents  respecting  it,  which  he 
had  before  possessed  as  oivner,  remained  in  his  hands  as  trustee, 
and  after  his  death  would  be  found  among  the  muniments  of 
his  family;  and  that  thus  in  process  of  time,  the  payments 
accustomed  to  be  made,  came  to  be  considered  as  mere  rent- 
charges  upon  the  property. 

"  It  appears  highly  probable,  that  these  four  towns  are  enti- 
tled proportionably  to  the  whole  produce  of  the  estate,  conform- 
ably to  what  takes  place  with  respect  to  every  other  charity 
estate  included  in  the  deed  of  1641 ;  and  the  admission  by  the 
Earl  of  Essex  of  the  facts  stated  in  that  deed,  evidenced  by 
his  being  a  party  to,  and  executing  it,  would,  we  apprehend, 
hind  the  present  holder,  who  claims  by  descent  from  him.  But 
whether  such  title  can  now  be  enforced,  after  a  lapse  of  180 
years,  without  any  claim  having  been  ever  advanced  to  the 
improved  rents  of  the  estate,  is  a  question  wliich  may  admit  of 
considerable  doubt/' 
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PREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL.— PUBLIC  MEETING. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Guildhall,  on  Tuesday  evening,  March  6tli, 
1850,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the  proposed  erection  of  a  new 
Grammar  School  and  master's  house,  in  connection  with  these  charities,  withoat 
the  limits  of  the  borough. — Mr.  Kelsall  occupied  the  chair.  In  opening  the 
proceedings,  he  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  to  see 
that  the  intentions  of  the  benevolent  individuals  who  had  left  charities  to  the  town 
were,  as  far  as  possible,  fairly  carried  out.  The  special  business  of  the  meeting 
was  to  consider  a  matter  which  had  recently  transpired  in  connection  with  the 
Grammar  School.  It  so  happened  that  the  trustees  of  the  charities  in  Stafford 
had  not  long  ago  concocted  and  privately  sent  up  a  scheme  to  the  Charity  Com- 
missioners in  London,  proposing  an  exchange  of  a  piece  of  land,  nine  acres  in 
extent,  for  one  of  six  acres,  in  order  that  a  Grammar  School,  and  a  house  for  the 
master  might  be  erected.  Now,  upon  looking  over  last  Saturday's  Staffordshire 
Advertiser  they  found  that  the  treasurer  had  only  £14  odd  in  hand.  The  diarity 
was  already  saddled  with  a  pension  of  £35  a-year  to  the  late  master,  to  which 
another  £15  a-year  would  have  been  added  had  there  been  no  opposition  to  the 
proposal,  and  if  the  present  scheme  were  carried  out  they  would  also  lose  the 
income  of  the  nine  acres,  which  amounted  annually  to  something  like  £40,  as  weU 
as  having  to  pay  out  of  the  charity  an  annual  sum  of  £175  as  an  interest  upon  a 
mortgage  of  £2,500,  which  it  was  proposed  to  contract  for  the  purpose.  And 
they  must  remember  that  to  carry  out  the  scheme  effectually  there  must  be  a  first- 
class  school  established.  The  capitation  fees  would  be  so  largely  increased  that 
it  would  be  out  of  the  power  of  poor  persons  to  send  their  children  to  the  schooL 
Upon  the  whole  he  thought  the  project  was  perfectly  unnecessary,  and  that  to 
carry  it  into  effect  would  be  to  exceed  the  intentions  of  the  original  donors.  He 
might  add  that  he  had  received  a  note  of  apology  from  Mr.  Griffith,  of  Kidder- 
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minster,  wbo  had  been  announced  to  deliver  an  address  at  the  meeting,  and^  would 
have  been  present  had  be  not  been  prevented  by  unforeseen  engagements. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  the  matter  before  them  was  one  in  which  he  felt  a 
deep  interest,  affecting  as  it  did  the  inhabitants,  and  especially  the  working  classes 
of  the  borough.  It  was  by  the  merest  accident  that  he  had  become  acquainted 
with  the  scheme  to  which  the  chairman  had  alluded,  and  which  had  been  sent  up 
in  a  secret  maimer  by  the  trustees  of  the  charity  to  the  commissioners  in  London. 
The  trustees  purposed  exchanging  a  piece  of  land  consisting  of  9a.  la.  14p.,  for 
some  land  situate  on  the  Newport-road,  belonging  to  Mr.  Webb,  and  consisting 
of  6a.  2b.  20p.  He  must  certainly  admit  at  once  that  if  the  scheme  extended  no 
further  than  the  exchange  of  land,  he  should  say  that  Mr.  Webb  had  given  a  fair 
equivalent  for  the  school  land,  but  unfortunately  he  found  that  the  trustees  wished 
in  addition  to  erect  a  school  upon  the  land.  By  erecting  a  school  on  the  spot 
indicated,  the  school  property  which  they  would  have  to  sacrifice  would  be  equal 
to  a  rental  of  £115  per  annum.  Having  heard,  then,  that  this  scheme  was  in 
contemplation,  he  had  written  a  note  of  enquiry  to  Mr.  Salt,  the  chairman  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Stafford  charities,  but  had  been  unsuccessful  in  obtaming  a  satis- 
factory answer  from  either  him  or  any  one  of  the  trustees ;  and  he  bad  been 
consequently  driven  to  the  necessity  of  opening  a  correspondence  with  the 
Commissioners  in  London.  This  had  resulted  in  a  determination  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  send  down  a  spedai  inspector  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the 
subject.  (Cheers.)  Of  that  gentleman's  visit,  however,  due  announcement 
would  be  given,  and  he  trusted  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough  would  be 
prepared,  and  attend  in  full  numbers,  in  order  that  the  matter  might  be  fairly 
canvassed.  Mr.  Shallcross  then  proceeded  to  read  the  correspondence  which  had 
taken  place,  both  with  the  trustees  and  the  commissioners.  Mr.  Salt,  to  whom 
he  at  first  applied,  was  from  home  at  the  time  he  wrote ;  Captain  Salt,  however, 
replied,  informing  him  of  the  circumstance,  and  referring  him  to  one  of  the 
trustees.  He  next  wrote  to  Mr.  Morgan,  who  advised  him  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  general  body  of  the  trustees.  'He  accordingly  did  so,  and  received  a 
note  in  reply  from  Henry  Mortimer,  who  called  himself  the  secretary  to  the 
Stafford  Charity  Trustees,  as  follows  :— 

"  Old  Bank,  Stafford,  27th  Jan.,  1800. 
"  Sir,— I  am  directed  by  the  tniateea  of  the  Stafford  oharitee  to  say  that  the  proceedings 
are  not  snlBciently  matured  to  enable  them  to  reply  to  the  inqnlriea  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  21«t  inat.  to  Mr.  Salt  The  traateee  wish  me  to  state  fbrthor  that  ft  la  with  them  quite 
a  matter  of  courtesy,  and  not  of  necessity,  to  aiipply  you  with  the  information  you  aak  for  when 
they  shall  be  in  a  position  to  afford  it." 

And  thus  the  trustees  not  only  instructed  their  derk  to  refuse  him  the  information, 
but  to  insult  him,  and  through  him  the  inhabitants  of  Stafford.  He  again,  how- 
ever, addressed  Mr.  Salt,  but  was  not  more  successful,  and  ultimately  found  that 
he  had  no  alternative  left  but  to  write  to  the  commissioners  direct  for  the  infor- 
mation he  sought,  whom  he  might  say  he  had  invariably  found  to  act  as  gentlemen 
in  conducting  business  transactions.  To  his  first  communication  they  replied  that 
the  trustees  "had  not  hitherto  submitted  to  the  fioard  any  formal  application 
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relative  to  any  proposed  exchange ; "  but  on  the  10th  of  Febmary  Mr.  Vane,  the 
secretary,  wrote  that  an  application  proposing  the  exchange  of  land  had  been 
made,  adding,  that  according  to  the  statement  and  valuation  submitted  to  the 
commissioners  the  exchange  would  seem  beneficial  to  the  chanty ;  but  that  the 
commissioners  were  ready  to  receive  and  consider  any  well-founded  objections^ 
which  he  might  offer  thereto.  He  made  a  further  communication  with  the  Board, 
containing  a  summary  of  his  objections,  subsequently  to  having  an  interview  with 
one  of  the  trustees.  After  recapitulating  the  terms  of  the  proposed  scheme,  his 
letter  proceeded — "  I  may  tell  you  that  the  piece  of  school  land  is  worth  three  times 
as  much  to  'Mi.  Webb  as  to  any  one  else.  He  has  already  planted  trees  round  a 
part  of  it,  without  waiting  for  your  sanction  to  the  exchange.  The  erection 
of  a  new  school  is  the  pretext  for  the  exchange.  Mr.  Webb  being  a  co-partner 
of  Mr.  Salt's,  and  a  co-trustee,  and  having  a  great  influence  over  the  other 
trustees,  it  behoves  us  to  closely  scrutinize  this  exchange.  All  that  was 
wanted  was  a  new  head  master,  and  this  I  proved  before  your  inspector,  T.  O. 
Martin,  Esq.,  at  the  late  public  inquiry  into  the  Stafford  charities.  The  present 
grammar  school  is  good  enough  and  large  enough  for  the  purposes  for  whidi  it  is 
required,  and,  with  a  small  outlay,  it  might  be  made  very  comfortable."  In  a 
postscript  he  added — "The  funds  of  this  charity  are  in  such  a  state  that  the 
strictest  economy  ought  to  be  practised  to  get  them  right  again.  By  using  the 
old  school  they  have  no  rent  to  pay :  by  erecting  a  new  one  they  will  have  to  pay 
what  is  equal  to  an  annual  rental  of  £115,  as  shown  below.  The  estimate  for  the 
new  school,  Mr.  John  Morgan,  a  trustee,  told  me  this  morning,  is  £2,500,  which 
they  mean  to  raise  in  this  way :  sell  out  of  consols,  £1,600;  sale  of  old  school, 
£200;  land  to  railway  company,  £200 ;  loan  from  Mr.  Salt,  £500 ;  total,  £2.500. 
Now,  they  will  sacrifice  by  domg  this — rent  of  land,  £32 ;  rent  of  old  school,  say 
£15 ;  £1,600  consols  at  three  per  cent,  £48 ;  interest  on  £500  at  four  per  cent, 
£20 :  equal  to  a  rental  of  £115.  All  the  6a.  2ii.  20f.  will  be  attached  to  the  new 
school,  except  the  little  the  railway  company  intend  to  purchase.  No  rent  will 
be  made  of  any  portion  of  it."  The  hCAi  letter  which  he  received  contained  the 
announcement  he  had  already  made  to  them,  that  the  board  had  determined  to 
send  down  an  inspector.  He  begged  in  conclusion,  to  move  the  following  resolu- 
tion:— "That  this  meeting  condemns  the  proposed  erection  of  a  new  grammar 
school  and  master's  house  out  of  the  borough,  as  contrary  to  the  intention  of  the 
founder ;  and  that,  looking  at  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  the  charity,  it 
considers  the  trustees  are  not  justified  in  expending  upwards  of  £3,000  in  such  an 
erection,  especially  after  having  so  recently  lavished  the  sum  of  £470  upon  the 
appointment  of  twelve  new  trustees." 

Mr.  G.  Matthews  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  J.  Batkin  inquired  whether  the  privileges]  of  the  school  were  limited  to 
the  borough,  or  extended  to  the  county. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  had  never  heard  that  the  privileges  were  extended 
beyond  the  boundaries  of  the  borough. 
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Mr.  Batkin  said  that  under  those  circumstanoes  it  did  not  seem  right  that  the 
building  should  be  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough. 

In  answer  to  a  further  question,  Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  had  been  told  by  Mr. 
Salt,  that  in  consequence  of  the  present  low  state  of  the  finances  of  the  charity, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  have  an  usher  or  second  master,  and  would  be  also 
unable  to  give  as  large  a  salary  as  had  been  usual  to  the  head  master.  They  had 
at  first  agreed  to  give  the  recently  created  head  master  £100  a-year ;  but  at  a 
subsequent  meeting  it  was  decided  to  give  him  an  additional  £40  in  lieu  of  a 
residence.  He  would  also  be  allowed  to  have  pupil  boarders,  for  the  purpose  of 
ekeing  out  his  salary.  He  had  not  the  least  doubt  that,  in  consequence  of  these 
expenses,  the  capitation  fees  would  be  raised  still  higher.  The  present  income  of 
the  school  was  rather  over  £300  a-year. 

Mr.  R.  Batkin  then  proposed  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  meeting 
disapproved  the  practice  of  the  charity  trustees  of  the  borough  in.transactmg 
public  business  with  closed  doors,  and  that  they  also  disapproved  their  sending 
the  application  to  the  Commissioners,  without  consulting  the  inhabitants  as  to  the 
desirability  of  the  proposed  exchange. 

Mr.  H.  Dawson  seconded  the  resolntioi^  and  it  was  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  that  before  the  next  proposition  was  put,  he  would  call 
attention  to  two  or  three  things  to  show  both  how  some  of  the  charities  had 
become  deteriorated,  and  how  the  poor  of  Stafford  had  consequently  suffered  a 
loss.  First,  with  reference  to  Izaak  Walton's  charity.  Formerly  that  farm  used 
to  be  let  for  £86  per  annum;  but  last  year,  although  the  price  of  land  had 
generally  increased,  it  only  produced  £55  9s.  lOd. ;  and  there  was  a  consequent 
loss  to  the  poor  of  £30 10s.  2d.  In  1836,  the  value  of  the  coals  distributed  to  the 
poor  amounted  to  £73,  whereas  during  the  past  year  all  the  money  spent  in  their 
distribution  amounted  only  to  £31.  He  could  instance  another  remarkable  item. 
In  consequence  of  the  trustees  not  having  made  what  they  ought  of  Izaak 
Walton's  charity,  there  had  been  no  less  a  sum  lost  than  £690  in  23 
years.    (Shame.) 

Alderman  Wright  proposed  that  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  should  be 
sent  to  the  Charity  Commissioners.  In  reference  to  the  previous  motion^  he 
might  say  that  there  were  only  two  public  bodies  in  the  town  who  conducted  their 
proceedings  with  closed  doors— the  Charity  Trustees  and  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Mr.  Heath  seconded  the  resolution,  and  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  was  in  possession  of  the  accounts  of  the  charity,  which 
would  be  open  for  the  inspection  of  any  person  who  wished  to  investigate  them. 

The  meeting  shortly  afterwards  separated. 


ib  tkf  EDITOR  qf  the  STAFFORDSHIRE  ADVERTISER. 

Sib,— I  was  glad  to  see  advertised  in  your  last  Saturday's  impression,  an 
account  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  Stafford  Charities,  from  which  I 
glean  that*  they  amount  in  the  aggregate  to  the  goodly  sum  of  £800  per  annum. 
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This  sum,  if  applied  to  the  poor  of  the  town,  as  intended  by  the  sereral  donors, 

would  very  much  benefit  them ;  but  out  of  this  amount,  I  find  the  poor  have  less 

than  one-eighth,  i.e.,  £95  12s.,  whereas  the  enormous  sum  of  £399  I69.  lOd.  has 

been  expended  in  law  charges.    Now,  what  these  law  charges  can  mean,  or  what 

right  the  trustees  can  have,  whoever  they  may  be,  to  spend  the  money  of  the  poor 

in  law,  I  should  like  very  much  to  be  enlightened  upon,  as  I  am,  with  many 

others,  quite  in  the  dark  on  the  subject.     But  one  thing  I  can  believe — ^the 

d  fferent  persons  who  left  these  charities  never  expected  the  greater  portion  of 

them  would  be  swallowed  up  in  law.    For  my  part  I  should  say,  let  those  who  go 

to  law  pay  for  it  out  of  their  own  pockets.    Then  there  is  a  surveyor,  who  receives 

£18  15s.  as  salary.    I  cannot  understand  what  they  want  a  surveyor  for;  but, 

being  a  poor  working  man,  1  cannot  perhaps  see  so  far  as  some  who  are  called  big 

ones.     The  rest  of  the  money  I  find  is  spent  in  paying  tradesmena*  hills  and 

salaries  to  schoolmasters.    But  1  don't  know  where  the  poor  man  gets  the  benefit 

of  the  school,  as  he  cannot  send  his  sons  to  it  unless  they  know  more  than  most 

working  men  can  pay  for  having  them  taught,  as  they  must  have  a  good  knowledge 

of  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  and  then  they  must  pity  IQs.  per  quarter,  and 

for  all  books  needful  besides.    I  remember  the  time  when  this  so  called  '*  free  '* 

school  was  in  reality  free — when  a  poor  boy  could  learn  everything  needful,  and 

without  his  parents  havmg  anything  to  pay.    Perhaps  some  one  will  enlighten  me 

on  these  few  remarks. 

Yours,  &c., 

A  WORKING  BURGESS. 

Stafford,  March  5, 1860. 


FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL.-PUBLIC  INQUIRY. 

F.  0.  Martin,  Esq.,  an  Inspector  of  the  Charity  Commission  of  England  and 
Wales,  presided  at  an  inquiry  into  the  proposed  erection  of  a  new  Grammar 
School  and  exchange  of  land,  held  at  the  Guild  Hall  on  Wednesday  morning  iast^ 
April  4th,  1860.  There  were  present  Drs.  Knight  and  Harland,  Rev.  W.  E. 
Coldwell,  Captain  Salt,  M.P.,  Messrs.  Griffin,  Tumock,  Turner,  Morgan,  Wright, 
Salt,  Sandford,  Jones,  Shallcross,  Kelsall,  John  Morgan,  and  about  a  hundred  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 

Mr.  Martin,  in  opening  the  proceedings,  said  he  believed  the  business  for 
which  they  were  assembled  was  that  of  considering  a  proposed  exchange  of  land 
and  the  selection  of  a  site  for  a  new  schooL  He  thought  the  better  plan  would  be 
to  commence  the  inquiry  by  recapitulating  what  had  already  been  done;  and  for 
this  purpose  he  would  read  to  them  an  extract  from  his  report  on  the  Borough 
Charities  in  general.    It  was  as  follows : — 

"The  School-house.— The  school  is  a  substantial  stone  building,' erected  in 
1813,  in  GaoLsquare,  near  the  north  end  of  the  town.  It  stands  in  a  small  walled 
yard  or  playground,  over  a  kind  of  crypt  (formerly  a  stable),  containing  privies, 
&c.,  and  a  coal  and  dust  bin.    A  wide  winding  staircase  is  the  only  entrance. 
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Tlic  sitiiation  is  not  good.  The  windows  are  frequently  broken  by  stones  thrown 
by  boys  playing  in  the  streets.  The  boiiding  consists  of  a  single  room,  54  feet  9 
inches  long,  17  feet  wide,  and  about  14  feet  high  from  the  spring  of  the  loof.  It  is 
divided  into  two  schools,  English  and  Latin,  by  an  open  arch.  These  were  formerly 
separated  by  a  partition.  There  are  nine  sash  windows,  two  at  each  end,  and  five 
on  the  north  side.  There  are  also  ventiktors  in  the  roof.  In  the  south  wall 
there  are  pigeon-holes,  for  books,  hats,  &c.  The  floor  is  of  wood.  The  rooms 
are  warmed  by  two  of  Amott's  stoves.  There  is  no  residence  for  the  master,  nor 
any  retiring  room  or  class  room."  At  the  time  of  writing  this  report,  he  (Mr. 
Martin)  appended  the  following  remarks :— "  The  first  step  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  the  school  is  to  secure  a  new  head  master,  who  shall  enjoy  the  confidence 
of  the  trustees  and  of  the  town.  It  is  dear  that  now  there  would  scarcely  be  a 
scholar  were  it  not  for  the  EngUsh  school,  which,  however,  is  not  superior,  if 
indeed,  it  be  equal  to  the  better  cbss  of  National  Schools,  where  the  payments 
are  only  from  Id.  to  3d.  per  head  per  week.  Until  the  character  of  the  sdiool  is 
raised  and  the  demand  for  classical  education  becomes  greater,  it  would  perhaps 
be  advisable  to  reduce  the  capitation  fees.  The  next  step  is  to  secure  a  proper 
schoolroom,  playground,  and  house  for  the  master,  a  matter  attended  with  no 
small  difficulty.  The  present  position  of  the  recipients  of  Sutton's  gift,  who  are 
called  nobles,  but  who,  notwithstanding  their  nobility,  are,  in  fact,  servitors,  and 
dean  out  the  school,  is  altogether  objectionable.  Provision  for  deaning  the 
school  should  be  made  out  of  the  head  money,  and  the  gift  converted  into  a 
prize."  Since  the  time  he  had  written  this  he  understood  there  had  been  a 
proposal  made  to  exchange  a  certain  part  of  the  land  belonging  to  the  trustees 
for  some  other  lands  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  that  objections  had  been  made  to 
the  adoption  of  this  course.  The.question  simply  considered,  resolved  itself  into 
the  inquiry  "  Shall  there  or  shall  there  not  be  a  niasters's  house  erected  F" 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  the  question  had  another  bearing,  viz.,  whether  the  school 
should  be  removed  from  its  present  site  out  of  the  limits  of  the  borougL 

Mr.  Martin  then  rend  over  a  portion  of  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  between  the  trustees,  Mr.  Shallcross^  and  the  Charity  Commissioners. 
The  proposal  to  effect  the  exchange  of  land,  &c.,  was  as  follows  :^"  1.  The  rooms 
now  used  for  carrying  on  the  school  are  two  rooms  in  the  xipgec  story  of  a 
building  in  the  town  of  Stafford,  one  of  the  rooms  being  used  for  the  upper  and 
the  other  for  the  lower  school  2.  These  rooms  bdong  to  the  trustess  of  the 
school,  and  being  the  only  aooommodation  for  the  school,  are  very  insuffident  and 
inoonvenient  for  the  purpose.  3.  The  lower  part  of  the  said  building  does  not 
bdong  to  the  trustees,  and  they  have  no  control  over  it.  4.  There  is  no  house 
appropriated  to  or  available  for  the  residence  of  the  master  of  the  school,  and 
there  is  no  house  or  building  upon  the  estate  of  the  school  fit  or  proper  or  capable 
of  being  rendered  available  for  school-rooms  or  residence.  5.  There  is  no  play- 
ground for  the  boys.  6.  It  is  very  desirable  and  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  the 
school  that  proper  rooms,  playground,  and  residence  for  the  head  master  should 
be  provided ;  but  there  is  not  on  tie  estates  any  site  convenient  or  proper  for  the 

3z 
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same.  7.  The  trustees  are  seised  and  possessed  of  the  four  several  pieces  of  land 
first  hereinafter  described,  in  fee-simple,  in  trust  for  and  as  part  of  the  estates  of 
the  said  school,  and  which  four  pieces  of  land  contain  9a.  1b..  14f.  Tlie  said 
trustees  are  also  seised  and  possessed  in  fee-simple  as  farther  part  of  the  estates, 
of  a  rent-charge  of  £1  17s.  3d.,  charged  upon  lands  the  property  of  John  Henson 
Webb,  one  of  the  trustees.  9.  The  value  of  the  fee-simple  of  the  said  pieces  of 
land,  as  the  trustees  are  advised,  is  the  sum  of  £2,233 ;  and  of  the  said  rent- 
charge,  £55  10s. ;  making  a  total  of  £2,288  10s.  10.  The  said  J.  H.  Webb  is 
seised  and  possessed  in  fee-simple  of  the  piece  of  land  next  hereinafter  mentioned, 
described  in  the  plan,  accompanied  with  the  buildings  thereon,  viz.,  6a.  2s.  20p. 
The  value  of  the  last-mentioned  land  and  building  is,  as  the  trustees  are  advised, 
£3,312  10s.,  the  land  being  worth  £2,812,  and  the  bmldings  £500.  11.  The 
buildings  consist  of  cowhouses,  piggeries,  bam,  garden,  house,  and  walls.  12. 
The  last-mentioned  piece  of  land  adjoins  the  town,  and  is  within  the  municipal 
borough  of  Stafford.  It  will  afford  a  very  convenient  site  for  the  schoolrooms,  a 
residence  for  the  head  master,  and  a  playground.  The  buildings  thereon  are 
capable  of  being  converted,  at  a  small  expense*  into  useful  outbuildings  for  such 
rooms  and  residence.  13.  The  said  J.  H.  Webb,  being  desirous  to  improve  the 
school,  is  willing  to  convey  to  the  trustees  the  last-mentioned  piece  of  land,  with 
the  buildings  thereon,  in  exchange  for  the  four  hereinafter-mentioned  pieces  of 
land  and  the  said  rent-charge.  The  exchange  will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the 
school." 

Mr.  Shallcross  begged  to  suggest  that  the  minute  book  of  the  trustees  should 
be  sent  for ;  they  might  then  see  who  proposed  the  exchange. 

Mr.  Martin  said  he  thought  he  was  a  little  too  quick.  The  question  before 
them  was  not  to  determine  who  proposed  the  exchange,  but  whether  it  was  a 
a  proper  measure.  He  wanted  to  know  how  far  the  proposed  site  and  the  old 
estate  were  distant  from  the  Guildhall. 

Mr.  Shallcross  replied,  aboout  600  and  200  yards  respectively.  He  thought 
that  as  the  trustees  had  pronounced  the  exchange  "  beneficial"  in  their  oommuni- 
cation,  it  was  clearly  their  duty  to  prove  it  so. 

Mr.  Martin  thought  that  as  the  trustees  were  present  in  the  exercise  of  their 
discretion  and  judgment,  it  should  be  assumed  that  they  were  acting  bona  fide  for 
the  good  of  the  charity,  and  Mr.  Shallcross  should  therefore,  by  right,  state  his 
objections  to  the  course  they  were  pursuing.  For  his  own  part,  he  was  strongly 
of  opinion,  as  might  be  seen  from  his  report  of  his  preceding  visit,  that  the  pre- 
sent school-room  was  insufficient  and  improper.  He  thought  it  was  very  desirable 
indeed  that  there  should  be  a  play-ground  for  the  boys,  and  a  house  for  the  master 
to  live  in.  With  regard  to  the  deterioration  of  the  property  which  would  ensue, 
it  was  very  clear  that,  if  the  master  had  a  house  to  live  in,  it  would  be  only  equi- 
valent to  his  extra  salary  without  a  house. 

The  Eev.  W.  E.  Coldwell  said  the  exchange  was  palpably  for  the  advantage  of 
the  town.  He  had  been  in  the  town  38  years,  and  knew  the  position  wcD.  He 
had  been  on  the  ground  and  over  it,  and  thought  the  situation  the  most  advan- 
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tagcous  that  could  be  obtained  for  the  purpose,  especially  as  the  master  was  to 
have  boarders.  It  was  dose  to  the  railway  station,  and  people  could  therefore 
come  from  all  parts  of  the  country  directly  to  the  spot.  He  had  been  here  38 
years,  and  he  never  in  his  life  knew  anything  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  town 
that  did  not  meet  with  opposition  from  the  townspeople. 

Mr.  Martin  remarked  that  that  was  the  way  things  got  sifted.  Between  the 
upper  and  nether  millstones  the  truth  came  out.    (Laughter.) 

Dr.  Knight  said  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  site  of  the  present 
schools,  and  he  considered  it  the  most  unhealthy  situation  in  Stafford. 

Mr.  Shallcross. — How  many  years  have  you  been  acquainted  with  that  fact  P 

Dr.  Knight. — ^Before  you  were  bom. 

Mr.  Shallcross.— Then  why  did  not  you  protest  against  the  place  before  P 

A  shout  of  applause  from  some  of  the  persons  present  followed  this  question, 
but  it  was  immediately  quelled  by  the  Inspector  remarking,  that  if  it  were  rep3ated 
he  certainly  shouldn't  turn  them  out,  but  should  retire  to  some  room  to  which  the 
porter  would  not  admit  them. 

Dr.  Knight  continued  by  observing,  that  the  school  was  in  the  immediate  vici- 
nity of  an  unhealthy  stream,  which  polluted  the  town.  The  lunatic  asylum,  which 
was  50  yards  from  the  ditch,  was  affected  by  it,  as  was  also  the  atmosphere  within 
the  walls  of  the  gaol.  With  reference  to  the  new  site  for  the  schools,  he  thought 
it  was  more  healthy  than  the  old  one. 

Mr.  Thomas  Deakin  inquired  whether  the  brook  referred  to  was  not  frequently 
dammed  up  in  order  to  supply  the  asylum  meadows  ? 

Mr.  Joseph  Kiley  said  it  was. 

Dr.  Harland  wished  to  corroborate  Dr.  Knight's  opinion  upon  the  unhealthi- 
ness  of  the  site  of  the  present  school.  He  had  been  a  trustee  for  two  years,  and 
as  soon  as  he  heard  of  the  proposal  for  a  change  he  acquiesced  in  it.  He  thought 
the  present  playground  an  exceedingly  undesirable  one.  He  doubted  whether  there 
was  any  possibility  of  cleansing  the  stream,  since  it  was  in  a  measure  stagnant,  and 
filth  to  a  great  extent  consequently  accumulated.  Tliere  might  have  been 
instances  in  which  boys  in  the  school  had  suffered  from  malaria  which  it  occasioned, 
but  he  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  them. 

Dr.  Knight  said  he  knew  from  extensive  experience  that  the  ditch  was  likely 
to  produce  disease ;  but  he  had  not  been  called  in  to  attend  at  the  school,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  particularise  any  cases. 

Mr.  Sandford,  an  inspector  of  schools,  here  offered  some  remarks  upon  the 
necessity  of  providing  playgrounds  for  the  children,  and  upon  the  class  of  people 
to  whom  grammar  schools  were  especially  suitable. 

Mr.  Shallcross  wished  to  know  how  the  trustees  intended  realising  the  money 
to  raise  a  new  school,  in  the  event  of  the  exchange  being  effected ;  but  he  would 
first  ask  whether  the  statement  of  accounts  which  the  trustees  had  published  in 
the  AdcertUer  was  a  correct  copy  of  that  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Charity 
Commissioners. 

Mr.  Salt.— No ;  it  has  not  been  sent  up. 

Mr,  Shallcross  said  that  what  he  wished  to  point  out  was  that,  apart  from  the 
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published  account,  the  trustees  had  a  separate  and  private  one,  so  that  some  of 
the  moneys  which  they  received  they  did  not  account  for  to  the  public. 

The  Inspector  again  drew  attention  to  the  object  for  which  he  had  expressly 
come  down,  and  the  subject  was  dropped. 

Alderman  Wright  said  that  in  bis  opinion  the  moving  of  the  sdiool  would  be 
very  unjust.  He  had  never  heard  of  any  one  dying  from  the  effects  of  the  drain. 
As  to  the  exchange  of  land,  he  thought  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage  to 
the  trustees. 

]Mr.  Martin  then  read  over  the  communication  of  Mr.  Shallcross  to  the  Chaiitjr 
Commissioners,  relative  to  the  proposed  scheme. 

Mr.  John  Morgan  said  he  begged  distinctly  to  deny  that  he  made  any  assertion 
to  Mr.  SliaUcross  similar  to  that  mentioned  in  the  letter.  What  he  had  said  was 
that  by  sale  of  stock  in  the  consols  and  of  the  school  £1,900  or  £2000  might  be 
raised,  and  that  the  remaining  £500  might  be  obtained  by  the  sale  of  land  to  the 
railway  company,  by  subscription,  or  by  a  loan.  The  scheme,  however,  was  at 
that  time  a  crude  one,  and  he  had  not  spoken  distinctively  upon  the  matter. 

The  Inspector  then  read  the  rcsolutioiis  which  had  been  passed  at  the  public 
meeting,  remarking  that  the  second  ret^olution  amounted  to  a  condemnation  of 
of  the  law  separating  municipal  bodies  from  charity  commissioners.  He  under- 
stood that  there  was  an  agreement  that  t)ie  master  of  the  grammar  school  should 
take  boarders,  and  be  wished  to  point  out  to  them  that  this  regulation  was  of 
great  importance.  He  thought  that  education  in  this  country  ought  to  be  so  ma- 
naged, that  people  from  the  very  lowest  conditions  of  society  might  be  able  to  rise 
to  the  highest.  Now,  by  means  of  allowing  bo^u'ders  to  be  taken  at  the  school, 
they  would  keep  it  in  a  position  just  above  tliat  to  which  it  had  lately  fallen.  They 
would  preserve  it  from  dropping  to  decay,  and  maintain  it  in  a  state  of  efficiency. 
It  was  also  desirable,  in  his  opinion,  to  have  the  residence  of  the  master  attached ; 
and  if,  by  all  these  means,  they  got  the  school  upon  a  good  footing,  the  number  of 
schohirs  would  soon  be  increased.  Nor  did  he  think  that  the  system  of  taking 
capitation  fees  should  be  abolislied,  for  they  must  remember  that  an  education 
given  for  nothing  was  generally  bad.  Still  he  considered  that  the  sum  ought  to 
be  paid  to  the  master  rather  in  the  nature  of  a  retaining  fee. 

Mr.  Shallcross  observed  that  with  regard  to  the  taking  in  of  pupil  boarders, 
there  was  one  grievance  of  which  the  inhabitants  had  loudly  complained.  The 
trustees  had  advertised  for  pupil  boarders,  but  had  put  out  no  advertisements  for 
day  boarders,  so  that  the  children  of  the  poorer  classes  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  entering  the  school. 

The  Inspector  said  that  when  they  got  a  good  school  in  the  place,  they  would 
find  that  the  people  of  the  town  would  soon  flock  to  it. 

Mr.  Shallcross  proceeded  to  say  that  he  was  n^er  more  startled  than  on 
^londay  last,  when  he  paid  a  visit  to  the  Grammar  School  Of  all  dirty,  filthy 
places  he  had  ever  been  into,  that  was  the  dirtiest.  (Alderman  Tumock :  The 
new  master  had  ouly  been  there  a  week.)  He  found  tlic  desks  covered  with  dust. 
and  the  water-closets  in  a  most  filthy  state.    The  head  master  was  engaged  in 
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teaching  seven  little  boys  Latin ;  while  the  English  master,  a  gentleman  who  had 
to  the  best  of  his  ability  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office,  was  teaching  twelve 
or  fourteen  other  little  boys.  It  was  the  opinion  both  of  himself  and  of  Mr. 
Kelsall,  who  accompanied  him,  that  the  school  was  capable  of  accommodating  at 
least  80  scholars.  He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  understand  why  the  trustees  wanted 
a  larger  school  while  they  had  so  few  attendants.  He  maintained  that,  taking 
into  consideration  the  wretched  state  of  the  school  finances,  now  was  the  very 
worst  time  that  an  exchange  of  land  could  have  been  projected. 

Mr.  J.  Follows  wished  to  know  whether  Mr.  Shallcross  had  observed  any 
attempts  made  to  ventilate  the  school? 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  had  not.  All  the  windows  were  dirty,  and  none  of 
them  were  down.  He  thought  from  what  he  then  saw  of  the  school  that  it  could 
be  ventilated  at  a  slight  expense. 

Mr.  Follows  remarked  that  there  was  a  pool  of  stagnant  water  about  50  yards 
from  the  new  site,  which  the  railway  company  had  endeavoured  to  fill  up. 

Mr.  Shallcross  said  he  inquired  of  the  EngUsh  master  what  the  capitation  fees 
were,  and  was  told  12s.  under  the  old,  and  15s.  under  the  new  scheme.  He  (Mr. 
Shallcross)  thought  that  if  a  new  school  were  built  these  would  be  considerably 
increased,  so  as  to  preclude  the  admission  of  the  poorer  classes. 

Mr.  Thomas  Salt  (Broad  Eye)  thought  that  to  exchange  the  land  would  be  to 
give  a  bad  precedent  to  trustees  of  future  years.  He  also  entertained  an 
objection  to  the  grammar  school  being  removed  beyond  the  limits  of  the  borough. 
By  a  proper  ventilation,  and  by  arching  over  the  drain,  he  thought  the  present 
school  might  be  made  to  answer  all  purposes.  As  to  the  superior  convenience 
afforded  upon  the  new  site  for  sending  children  by  rail,  he  did  not  suppose  the 
people  of  Stafford  wanted  to  send  them  that  way.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Dawson  said  they  could  send  their  children  to  private  academies  for  the 
same  money  as  they  now  paid  for  capitation  fees  at  the  Grammar  School. 

Mr.  Martin  then  read  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the  general  charities, 
from  which  we  extract  the  following  items  with  reference  to  the  school : — ^Lioome 
of  charities  for  the  school,  £410  15s.  6d. ;  for  the  scholars  there,  £5  Gs.  8d. ; 
deposited  in  the  consols,  £1,597  18s.  5d. ;  rent  of  school  land  (75a.  Ob.  7p.), 
£233 10s. ;  tithe  rent  charge,  £25  Is.  9d. ;  payment  from  the  Corporation  to  the 
school,  £47  18s.  9d.  The  results  of  the  charities  are — four  sermons  at  an 
average  of  lis.  8d.  each  ;  two  boys  taught  Latin ;  eighteen  boys  taught  English, 
&c. ;  four  scholars  receive  a  general  education ;  twelve  almspeople,  at  Is.  3d.  per 
week;  two  ditto,  at  nii;  two  apprentices,  at  £5;  nine  apprentices,  at  £3  lOs. 
two  clothing  gifts,  now  converted  into  money  gifts,  of  £1 ;  one  poor  maid,  at  £5 
twenty  widows  or  widowers,  at  £1  Is.  per  annum ;  nine  widows,  at  10s.  ditto 
six  widows,  at  5s.  ditto ;  twelve  widows,  at  2s.  6d.  ditto ;  forty  widows,  at  6d 
ditto ;  ten  poor  burgesses,  at  £2 ;  six  poor  people,  at  5s. ;  177  poor  people,  at  3s. 
250  poor  people,  at  2s.  6d. ;  360  poor  people,  at  6d. ;  400  gifts  of  coals,  at  Is. 
each ;  twelve  gifts  of  coats,  at  Gs.  8d.  each ;  904  loaves.  The  Inspector  then 
read  the  following  observations  upon  the  charities  generally :— The  attention  of 
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the  commissioners  is  called  to  the  wretched  "college"  or  "aimslioose"  into 
which,  though  intended  for  twelve,  eighteen  persons,  some  of  them  married,  are 
now  crowded.  A  miserable  pittance  of  Is.  3d.  per  week,  subdiyided  in  several 
cases  in  consequence  of  the  excess  of  inmates,  ekes  out  the  parish  allowance. 
The  election  of  almspeople  should  be  discontinued,  and  as  the  inmates  die  aS, 
their  places  should  be  kept  open  till  they  are  reduced  to  a  number  which  the 
endowment,  with  other  gifts  which  might  with  propriety  be  joined  with  it,  would 
be  sufficient  to  support.  The  sums  which  might  without  impropriety  thus  be 
applied  are — from  Sutton's  Charity,  £2  per  annum;  from  Walton's,  £20; 
Farmer's,  £10;  Fowler's,  £11;  making  a  total,  with  the  present  income,  of 
£S9  16s.  per  annum  ;  which  would  give  5s.  per  week  for  seven  almspeople.  To 
this  arrangement  the  consent  of  Lord  Shrewsbury,  who  is  entitled  to  present  two 
almspeople,  might  no  doubt  be  obtained.  The  £5  6s.  6d.  paid  from  Sutton's 
Charity  to  the  school  might  with  advantage  be  converted  into  a  prize.  The  gift 
of  £2  for  the  poor  is  nowhere  directed  to  be  given  away  in  shillings.  No  violence 
would  be  done  to  his  wishes  were  it  given  to  the  almspeople  as  before  suggested. 
Walton's  gift  for  apprentices,  like  other  gifts  for  apprentices  at  Stafford,  is 
thought  to  be  of  Uttlc  use.  Nearly  all  boys  here  are  brought  up  as  shoemakers, 
and  would  learn  their  trade  as  well  without  a  fee  as  with  one.  Were  this  and 
other  similar  gifts  consolidated,  and  if  necessary  given  once  only  in  two  years  as  a 
prize,  they  would  be  more  valued  and  less  abused.  Of  the  distribution  of  Walton's 
coal  gift  it  was  difficult  to  speak  in  terms  of  reprobation  strong  enough.  Instead 
of  being  given  to  some  "  poor  people  that  should  have  most  need  thereof,"  it  is 
given  in  defiance  of  the  donor's  direction  to  the  whole  population  of  Stafford,  with 
utter  disregard  to  character  and  circumstances,  at  the  sole  direction  of  the  bea- 
dle, who  candidly  says  he  "  never  did  ask,"  but  admits  that  he  has  received  some- 
times is.  in  copper  from  the  recipients.  This  charity,  without  impropriety,  mig:ht 
be  given  to  the  inmates  of  the  almshouses,  as  people  most  needing  coals.  Bogers's 
charity  is  not  yet  in  operation.  It  is  to  be  wished  chat  its  results  may  be  more 
satisfactory  than  those  of  Walton's.  The  Corporation  of  Stafford  ought  withoat 
delay  to  make  good  Crompton's  payment  to  the  parish  of  Miiwich.  Were  the 
almshouses  placed  on  a  proper  footing.  Farmer's  gift  could  not  be  appropriated 
more  usefully  than  at  present.  The  Poor  Burgesses'  Money  is  a  decided  improve- 
ment on  a  loan  gift,  for  which  it  was  originally  intended,  and  furnishes  a  valuable 
precedent.  (The  Inspector  remarked  that  loan  gifts,  usually  speaking,  were  very 
bad  things.  He  had  found  in  many  places  that  one-half  and  sometimes  two-thirds 
of  the  loans  were  only  repaid  by  the  sureties.)  Levitt's  gift  is  placed  by  the  donor  at 
the  disposal  of  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  St.  Mary.  It  is  now  distri- 
buted by  the  clergymen  of  St.  Mary's  and  St.  Chad's,  in  gifts  of  2s.  6d.  A  more 
judicious  application  would  be  to  reserve  it  for  cases  of  sickness  and  necessity. 
There  seems  no  reason  why  Startin's  bread  should  be  given  away  in  church.  It 
would  be  more  proper  were  the  acting  trustee  of  Tomb's  charity  to  agree  upon  the 
recipients,  instead  of  each  giving  away  his  share  independently  of  the  others.  The 
remarks  made  on  Walton's  gift  for  apprentices  apply  to  those  bound  with  Smith's 
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charity.  The  administration  of  Fowler's  gift  is  as  bad  as  can  be.  The  fiction  of  the 
cloaks  should  be  got  rid  of,  and  a  stop  put  to  the  6d.  dole.  New  trustees  appear  to 
be  required  for  this  charity.  It  might,  without  impropriety,  be  appropriated  to  in- 
mates of  the  almshouse  coming  from  St.  Mary's,  The  only  practicable  improve- 
ment that  suggests  itself  in  Kenderdine's  charity  is  the  exclusion  of  paupers,  who 
indeed,  ought  to  be  rigidly  excluded  in  all  cases  where  not  made  specifically  ad- 
missible by  the  donor,  Hale's  bread  gift  might  well  be  confined  within  small 
bounds.    It  is  manifestly  useless,  if  not  worse,  as  now  administered. 

Mr.  S.  Stanton  enquired  what  was  the  available  income  of  the  schools  ? 

Mr.  Martin  repUed  £316 10s.  6d. 

Mr.  Stanton  proceeded  to  observe  that  taking  an  average  of  the  number  of 
scholars  who  had  attended  during  the  past  seven  years,  £15  lOs.  had  been  paid  for 
each  scholar  per  annum — a  sum  considerably  greater  than  was  paid  in  a  private 
academy.  With  regard  to  the  healthiness  of  the  present  school^  his  boys  had 
attended  it  for  seven  years  and  had  shown  no  symptoms  of  disease. 

Several  mnior  inquiries  were  subsequently  made  and  answered ;  and  at  the 
dose  of  the  investigation  the  Inspector  proceeded  to  view  the  spot  of  land  indi- 
cated in  the  proposals  of  the  trustees. 


NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LTME. 

Keeuno's  Gut. — On  page  210  there  is  an  account  of  the  different  charities 
in  t)ie  parish  of  Newcastle,  which  should  have  included  that  of  Ralph  Keeling. 
It  appears  that  by  his  will  bearing  date  6th  August,  1704,  after  reciting  that 
Thomas  Bagnall  had  settled  a  charity  of  £170  for  teaching  forty  poor  children  in 
Newcastle  to  read  and  buy  them  books,  the  testator  gave  to  his  cousin  the  Rev. 
Egerton  Harding,  the  minister  of  Newcastle,  and  John  Fenton,  gentleman,  £50 
to  be  by  them  settled  and  employed  towards  the  increase  of  the  charity  and  other 
purposes,  viz.,  40s.  of  the  income  to  be  paid  to  the  teacher  for  teaching  ten  more 
children  to  be  added  to  the  forty,  and  the  rest  employed  in  or  towards  buying  the 
then  church  catechism  and  other  books  for  all  the  children ;  and  he  directed  that 
his  charity  should  be  managed  by  the  same  trustees  as  had  the  ordering  of  Mr. 
Bagnall's  charity,  viz.,  £gerton  Harding,  and  John  Fenton,  the  successors  of 
Egerton  Harding,  ministers  there  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  being  added  to 
the  other  trustees,  and  in  equal  power  with  them  as  to  both  charities ;  and  he 
directed  that  the  sum  of  £50  might  be  lent  to  the  corporation  of  Newcastle  upon 
their  common  seal,  in  case  they  would  give  the  yearly  interest  of  £3  for  the  same ; 
and  he  declared  his  will  to  be,  that  no  child  should  receive  any  benefit  of  the 
former  or  this  his  present  charity,  unless  and  so  long  only  as  he  or  she  should 
resort  to  hear  prayers  and  sermon  at  the  church  there  so  often  as  the  same  should 
be  there  perfonned  according  to  the  liturgy  and  usage  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
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and  in  case  the  former  charity  or  this  his  charity  should  be  employed  in  teaching 
children  which  should  not  be  instmcted  in  the  catechism  of  the  Chardi  of 
England,  or  which  did  not  duly  resort  to  such  diurch,  or  should  resort  to  anj 
public  place  of  diyine  worship  other  than  those  where  the  liturgy  and  rites  of  the 
Church  of  England  as  then  by  law  established  should  be  observed,  the  income  and 
proceed  of  his  gift  should  from  thenceforth  be  employed  for  the  better  main- 
tenance of  the  minister  for  the  time  being  officiating  in  the  church  of  Newcastle 
according  to  the  liturgy  and  rites  of  the  church  of  England. 

It  appears  from  the  record  book  of  the  corporation,  that  in  October,  1707, 
they  took  the  above-mentioned  sum  of  £50  at  interest  at  three  per  cent. 

The  amount  appears  to  have  been  paid  to  the  vicar  for  the  time  being  fcH*  his 
own  use ;  but  whether  in  consequence  of  a  forfeiture  on  behalf  of  the  charity  or 
not,  is  not  known. 


AUDLEY. 

TALK-ON-THE-HILL  FREE  SCHOOL. 

By  indentures  of  lease  and  release,  the  release  dated  21st  May,  17C1  Robert 
Henbury,  William  Alcock  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  Thomas  Broom,  John  Simpson, 
and  Thomas  Shelly,  in  consideration  of  £100  paid  to  them,  according  to  their 
respective  interests,  conveyed  to  John  Femeyhough,  derk,  a  trustee  for  and  on 
the  behalf  of  the  English  charity  school  then  lately  erected  by  subscription  at 
Talk-on-the-HiU,  in  the  parish  of  Audley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  two  doaes  or 
parcels  of  land  in  the  parish  of  Audley,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Longmote 
Fields,  and  being  about  six  acres  (more  particularly  described  in  the  deed),  and 
then  held  at  the  yearly  rent  £5,  to  hold  the  same  to  John  Femeyhough,  his  hdrs 
and  assigns,  on  trust  to  lay  out  the  yearly  rents  and  profits  of  the  premises  in 
paying  a  schoolmaster  at  Talk-on-the-Hill,  for  teaching  such  a  number  as  25  of 
the  poorest  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  Talk  hamlet,  in  the  school  there,  to 
read  English  and  to  buy  them  books. 

At  the  end  of  a  copy  of  the  deed  from  which  the  above  extract  is  taken,  is  a 
memorandum,  stating  that  the  £100  to  make  that  purchase  for  Talk  school 
was  given  by  Mr.  John  Bourn,  of  Newcastle,  and  Mr.  Richard  Edensor,  of 
Congleton. 

The  land  belongmg  to  the  school  under  this  deed  consists  of  two  fields^ 
containing  about  seven  acres,  now  known  by  the  name  of  the  School  Lands. 
They  are  let  from  year  to  year  at  the  rent  of  £15.  A  former  tenant  built  a  small 
house  and  some  outbuidings  on  the  land,  where  he  resided. 

A  schooUiouse  was  built  in  the  year  1760  by  subscription,  and  a  new  school, 
room  in  the  year  1839,  upon  a  piece  of  ground  given  for  the  purpose  by  Mr. 
Toilet,  of  Betley.  The  schoolmistress,  Mrs.  Mary  Tumock,  resides  in  it  rent 
free.    She  teaches  14  free  scholars,  boys  and  girls,  of  the  poorest  inhabitants  of 
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the  hamlet.,  to  read,  and  supplies  them  with  books.  If  they  learn  writing  or  work 
they  pay  for  it.  They  are  generally  the  children  of  colliers,  and  the  boys  are 
taken  away  at  an  early  age. 

There  is  no  legal  appointment  of  trustees  to  this  school ;  the  late  Sir  John 
Edensor  Heathcote,  of  Longton,  appears  to  have  acted  as  a  trustee,  and  used 
frequently  to  visit  the  school.  It  is  stated  that  he  sent  children  to  the  school, 
and  if,  with  the  children  so  sent,  the  number  of  scholars  exceeded  fourteen,  he 
paid  for  them. 


ABBOTT'S  BROMLEY  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 


DESCRIPTION  of  the  ABBOTT'S  BROMLEY  SCHOOL  ESTATE,  from 
the  Purchase  Deed,  dated  27th  November,  4th  James  I. 

A  messuage  and  other  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  purchased  from  John 
Beardmore,  thus  described : — 

All  that  his  messuage  or  tenement^  and  all  houses,  bams  &c.,  gardens,  yards, 
hempbutt,  and  croft  to  such  tenement  belonging,  with  all  their  appurtenances ; 
together  with  one  meadow,  caUed  the  "Hobiron,"  lying  along  the  water  of 
Chumet,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  Thomas  Wharton  of  the  other  side ; 
with  one  other  meadow,  called  "  the  Dirtie  Radfende,"  between  the  land  of  Sir 
Thomas  Coltclough,  knight,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Reeve  of  the  one  side, 
and  the  land  of  Edward  Hearinge,  on  the  other  side ;  one  pasture  called  "  Hodge 
Haye,"  lying  between  the  waste  and  the  High  Field ;  one  dole  of  meadow,  in  the 
High  Field  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  WiUiam  Holme,  and 
Robert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  dole 
of  meadow  in  the  said  High  Field,  between  the  lands  of  John  Goodwin  and  the 
Earl  of  Shrowsbury,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  Beard- 
more,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Millward,  on  the  other  side;  one  other  dole  of 
meadow  in  the  said  High  Field,  called  "the  Reale  Bent,"  between  the  land  of 
the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  aforesaid,  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas 
Beardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
John  Goodwin,  of  the  other  side;  and  one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the 
said  High  Field,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Thomas  Spooner,  aforesaid,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  of  the  one 
side,  and  the  hmd  of  the  said  John  Barnett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme, 
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on  the  other  side ;  one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the  said  High  Field,  lyin^ 
between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  old  field  hedge  on  the  other  side ;  one  land  in  the  said  field, 
called  the  Clay  Butt,  lying  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Holme, 
and  Robert  Holme,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury 
and  John  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side;    one  other  dole,  called  Halfpenny 
Dole,    between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of   Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner, 
aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land 
of  the  aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  in  the  occupation  of  William  Millward,  on  the 
other  side ;  one  dole  of  meadow  in  the  said  High  Field,  lying  between  the  land 
of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  occupation  of 
Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett, 
William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  butts  in  the 
said  High  Field,  called  Clay  Butts,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  Ead 
of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  John  Goodwin,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in 
the  said  field,  called  Thistle  Lands,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  and  John  Goodwin  aforesaid,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  lands  of  the 
aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  in  the  tenure  of  William  Milward.  on  the  other  side ; 
one  other  dole  of  meadow  in  the  Low  Meadow,  in  the  said  field,  lying  between 
the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas 
Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  butt  in  the  said  High  Field,  called  the 
Yate  Land,  in  the  said  Low  Meadow,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  now  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert 
Holme,  on  the  other  side ;  one  day  work  of  ground  in  the  said  High  Field,  called 
Tunstide,  (quaere)  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  John 
Goodwin,  on  both  sides;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  Low  Meadow,  lying  between 
the  land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  other 
side ;  one  dole  of  meadow  lying  in  the  said  Low  Meadow,  being  a  changing  dole, 
between  the  land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  of  the  one 
side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Beardmore,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bradsbaw, 
on  the  other  side;  one  other  land,  called  Ashbut,  in  the  said  Low  Meadow, 
between  the  Meane  dole,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett, 
William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  other  side;  one  dole  at  Rx>und  Hill 
Greene,  lyinfe  between  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  in  the  tenure  of 
WiUiam  Milward,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land  in  the  tenure  of  several  persons, 
on  the  other  side ;  three  other  lands  called  Top-ley,  in  the  said  High  Field, 
between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme  aforesaid, 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner, 
in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  one  little  headland  in  the 
said  High  Field,  shooting  upon  the  old  field  wall  between  the  land  of  James 
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Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  on  the  one  side,  and  several  men's 
lands,  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  dole  of  pasture  or  meadow,  called  the  Acre, 
lying  in  the  said  High  Field,  between  the  old  field,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land 
of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  of  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas 
Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  one  little  land  called  Top-ley,  in  the  said  High 
Field,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  John  Goodwin, 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure 
of  James  Bentley,  on  the  other  side ;  two  butts  in  Furlong  Fields  between 
the  land  of  William  Holme,  of  the  one  side;  and  the  land  of  James  TVhithall, 
in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  of  the  other  side;  two  other  lands  in  the 
said  Furlong  Field,  called  Fishpool  Land,  in  the   bottom  of  the  said   Fur- 
long Field,  between  the  land  of   William  Holme,  of  the  one  side,  and  the 
land  of  James  Wliithall,   in  the   tenure   of  James   Bentley,   of  the   other 
side;   two   other   lands  on  the  hill  top   of  the   said   Furlong   Field,   lying 
between  the  lands  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  James  Bentley, 
on  both  sides ;   one  other  land  in  the  said  Furlong  Field,  between  the  land  of 
John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Hohne,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land 
of  the  said  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  on  the  other  side ; 
three  other  lands  in  Furlong  Field  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Beardmore 
aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bradshaw,  on  the  one  side,  and  John  Bamett, 
William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  short  butts  in 
Furlong  Field  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Goodwin,  and  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  aforesaid  John  Beardmore,  in 
the  tenure  of  James  Bradshaw  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  acre  in  Broadistie, 
called  Amsy  Wood,  between  the  land  of  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  James 
Bentley  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrews- 
bury, on  the  other  side ;  four  other  lands  at  Ex)und  Croft  Side,  in  Broadishe 
aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in 
the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  both  sides ;  three  other  lands  in  Broadishe 
aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Beardmore  aforesaid,  in  the  tenure  of  William 
Milward  on  the  one  side,  and  a  croft  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas 
Spooner,  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other 
lands  on  the  hill  top,  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett, 
William  Holme,  and  Ilobert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  John 
Goodwin,  and  the  Eatl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  other  side ;  one  headland  in  the 
said  Broadishe,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert 
Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and  several  mens'  land  on  the  other  aide ;  nine  other 
lands  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  James  Whilhall,  in  the  tenure 
of  James  Bentley,  on  the  one  side,  and  Broadishe  Wood  on  the  other  side ;  two 
other  butts,  called  Bromefield  Butts,  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  and  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl  of  the  other  side ; 
two  other  lands  in  the  said  Broadishe,  butting  upon  Oldrish  Stile,  between  the 
land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and 
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the  land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  other  side ;  one 
other  land  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  batting  upon  Oldrish,  between  the  land  of  the 
said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmorey 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  James  Whithall,  now  in  the  tenure  of  James 
Bentley,  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  land  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the 
land  of  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Bx>bert  Holme,  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  laud  of  James  Whithall,  now  in  the  tenure  of  James  Bentley,  on  the  other 
side ;  one  other  land  in  Broadishe,  called  the  Waye  land,  being  a  headland ;  two 
other  lands  in  Broadishe,  buttmg  on  Gome  Croft  Head,  between  the  lands  of  the 
said  James  Whithall,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  James  Bentley,  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on 
the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  Broadishe  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  the 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said  Thomas 
Beardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall,  in  the 
occupation  of  the  said  James  Bentley,  on  the  other  side ;  three  lands  lying  in  the 
said  ground,  called  Broadishe,  between  the  hedge,  of  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of 
the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said 
Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  Great  Croft,  betweeji 
the  land  of  the  said  John  Barnctt,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Holme,  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in 
the  tenure  of  the  said  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side ;  another  land  in 
Great  Croft  aforesaid,  being  a  headland,  lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  John 
Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Hohne,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of 
several  other  persons  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  lying  in  the  middle  of 
the  said  Great  Croft  Field,  between  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
land  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme,  and  Robert  Hohne,  on  the  other 
side ;  one  other  land  in  the  lower  side  of  the  Great  Croft  aforesaid,  between  the 
land  of  John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
laud  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  in  the  tenure  of  the  said 
Thomas  Beardmore,  on  the  other  side.  One  piece  of  ground,  being  in  the  old 
field,  called  the  Oldfield  Acre,  lying  along  the  High  Field  Hedge  on  the  one  side, 
and  the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin,  and  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  on  the 
other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  Oldfield  called  Blakelow  Butts,  lying  be- 
tween the  laud  of  the  said  John  Bamett,  William  Holme  and  Robert  Holme,  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  hmd  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner 
on  [the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  called  Blakely  Butts,  in  Oldfield  aforesaid, 
lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  on 
the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  James  Wliithall  on  the  other  side :  one  other  acre  of 
land  lying  in  Oldfield,  between  the  land  of  John  Bamett  and  others  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  other  side ;  three  other 
lands  lying  in  Oldfield,  at  the  Gorse  Head,  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bar- 
nctt and  others,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and 
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Thomas  Spooner  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  land  in  the  Oldfield  at  the  Gorse 
Head,  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett  and  others,  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  and  Thomas  Spooner,  on 
the  other  side;  one  other  land  in  Oldfidd,  between  the  waste  ground  and 
the  wood.  Two  other  butts,  lying  in  Whitfield,  called  Short  Butts,  between 
the  land  of  John  Bamett  and  others,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  ground 
on  the  other  side ;  one  other  land  in  the  said  Whitfield  Bottom,  lying  between 
the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall,  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other 
side ;  two  other  lands  in  Whitfield,  between  the  land  of  James  Whithall  on  the 
one  side,  and  the  said  waste  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  Whitfield, 
lying  between  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and  the  said 
waste  on  the  other ;  one  other  land  in  Whitfield,  between  the  land  of  the  said 
James  Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and  the  said  waste  on  the  other ;  one  other  parcel 
of  land,  being  a  headland  in  Whitfield,  between  the  waste  of  the  one  side,  and 
several  men's  lands  on  the  other  side ;  one  other  land  called  Da-land  Land,  and  a 

lying  in  the  saicMThitficld,  between  the  land  of  the  said 
John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  on  the  one  side,  and  the  said 
waste  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  in  the  said  Whitfield,  lying  between  the 
land  of  the  said  John  Bamett  and  others  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said 
James  Whithall  on  the  other  side ;  two  lands  lying  in  Chedelocke,  between  the 
land  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  John 
Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  on  the  other  side ;  four  lands,  called 
Ck>w  Croft  Elatt,  lying  in  Chedelocke  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  John 
Goodwin  and  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury  on  the  one  side,  and  the  common  balke  on 
the  other  side ;  throe  other  lands,  called  Cow  Croft  Flatt,  lying  in  Chedelocke 
Field  aforesaid,  between  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and 
several  men's  lands  on  the  other;  one  land  lying  beneath  the  waye  in  the  said 
Chedelocke  Field,  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Goodwin  and  the  said  Earl 
of  Shrewsbury  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other;  two  other  lands  lying 
in  the  said  Chedelocke  Field,  above  the  way  between  the  land  of  the  said  James 
Whithall  on  the  one  side,  and  the  waste  on  the  other  side ;  two  other  lands 
lying  in  the  said  Chedelocke  Field,  between  the  land  of  the  said  John  Bamett 
and  others  on  the  one  side,  and  the  lands  of  the  said  James  Whithall  on  the  other 
side ;  one  headland  lying  in  the  said  ground  called  Chedelocke,  between  the  land 
of  the  said  John  Bamett  and  others  on  the  one  side,  and  several  men's  lands  on 
the  other  side ;  two  other  lands  lying  in  Chestleigh  along  Chumet,  between  the 
laud  of  William  Morris  on  the  one  side,  and  the  land  of  the  said  James  Whithall 
on  the  other  side ;  and  also  all  other  lands,  tenements,  hereditaments,  commons, 
and  commodities  whatsoever,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  Whiston  or  Whiston 
Eaves,  in  the  parish  of  Kingsley,  now  to  the  said  messuage  belonging  or  apper- 
taining, or  heretofore  to  or  with  the  same,  occupied  used  or 
All  wliich  the  aforesaid  bargained  premises  do  lie  within  the  said  parish  of 
Kiugslcy  aforesaid,  and  now  are  or  of  late  were  in  the  tenure,  occupation  or 
holding  of  outf  Richard  Bradshaw,  or  his  assigns. 
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A  PARTICULAR  AND  VALUATION  OF  AN  ESTATE  at  Lees  and 
Whiston,  in  the  parish  of  Kingsley,  and  Ck)unty  of  Stafford,  belonging  to  the 
Trustees  of  Abbot's  Bromley  School. 


Part  of  New  Ditch 

Blacksmith's  Meadow 


Blacksmith's  Meadow,  with 

&c.,  thereon 

Upper  Meadow   

Lower  Oaks 

Upper  Oaks 

EUen'sAcre* 

Upper  Harsey  Top* 

Part  of  Heathy  Lee 

Clover  Piece 


bam 


:} 


A.  B.  P. 
9  2  20 
3    2  27 


2    2  27 


5 
4 
5 
2 
2 
5 
2 


14 

38 
35 


0  27 
0  13 
0  26 
3  21 


30    3    1 


Part  of  Heathy  Lee 1  0  27 

Plantotion 0  0  19 

Upper  Cote  Field 2  0  18 

Bull    Piece 0  3  34 

Wheat  Field 2  0  3.5 

Spring  Piece   1  125 

Part  of  Big  Harsey  Top 4  2  1» 


Canal  Company  > 
Port  of  Rye  Croft 


12    2  11 


(I 


Furlong 0 

Blacksmith's  Meadow  ......  0 

"NewDiich 1 

Taken  by  tlie  Bail  Boad. 


10 

1 

J  3 

16 


2    10 


Part  df  Big  Harsey  Top 0  0  30 

Lower  Harsey  Top    1  0  24 

Bye  Croft 1  3  13 

Ditto 2  0    4 

BigFurlong 1  l  19 

Cole  Furlong  4  3    3 

Ix)wer  Harry's  Furlong  2  0  30 

Upper  ditto 13    8 

Old  Turnip  Piece 2  0    1 


Big  Furlong 2 

Furlong  Nook 1 

Far  Kiln  Piece    1 

Kiln  Field 3 

Far  Piece 2 

Yate  Piece    1 

FarYate  Piece    1 

Femey  Piece  1 

Near  Ditto   1 

Hempbutt  (open  to  398)  0 

Bam  and  yard  (open  to  ditto)    0 


ft.  p. 
2  26 
O  38 
2  28 
0  21 
10 
34 
0 
3 
19 
20 
28 


i 

3 
2 

2 
1 
0 


35    0    4 


Croft  and  Homestead 0  3    0 

Com  Croft    0  1  27 

BigComCroft  1  Oil 

Furlong  Close f  0  3  32 

Ditto t  0  2    0 

Oakamoor  Close 2  S  10 


New  Piece    . . . 
Little  Furlong. 


Allotment  on  Shurley 


Allotment  on  Shnrley  . . . 
Ditto  on  Arcbberry. 

Ditto 

Ditto  on  Garstone   . 


Allotment  at  Whiston 
House    


6 

2    0 

3 
2 

2  8 
1  25 

5 

3  53 

23 

2    0 

4 
5 

1 

4 

3  17 
0  16 
2  19 
0  16 

15 

2  28 

2 

0  16 

Allotment  on  Oarstone  f 8    0  26 


SUMMARY. 


Parcel 
Ditto. 


A.  R.   p. 

• 3  2  20 

3  2  27 

Ditto 30  a    1 

Ditto 12  2  11 

Ditto 35  0    4 

Ditto 5  3  33 

Ditto 6  2    0 

Ditto 2  10 


Total,  old  inclosure 100    1  16 

A.  R.  p.  £   8.  d. 

Allotment    23    2    0  14    2    0"^ 

Ditto 15    2  28  ....  8    4  11 

Ditto 2    0  16  ....  2    2    0-     49    130 

Ditto,  sold  to  de- 
fray expenses . .      8    0  26  ....  1  12    7J 


140    3    6 
Deduct  Land  Tax,  about    0    0    o 

Total  about 149    3    6 


£  s.  d. 

5  16 
7  6    9 

29  9  10 

9  8    0 

41  0  10 

6  11     1 
11  6    9 

3  7    6 

113  12    3 


26    1    6 


139  13    9 
2    2    0 

137  11    9 


I 


«  o 

w 


9 


i 

•g 


I 


&2 

o 


*  Received  in  exchange  from  Thomas  Clewlow,  for  a  part  of  New  Bitch,  containing 
3r11p.  As  other  premises  were  included  in  the  exchange,  it  la  probable  that  these  two 
parcels  might  not  be  of  equal  value. 

4-  This  allotment  is  stated  to  have  been  sold  by  Mr.  Goodwin,  to  defray  his  share  of  the 
expenses  of  the  inclosure,  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain,  whether  it  was  for  the  rate  upon 
the  school  estate  only,  ot  whether  it  included  the  rate  upon  his  own  estate  also.  This  allot- 
ment, although  very  poor  and  barren,  is  said  to  have  been  sold  for  j£120  at  the  time  of  the 
iuolosure,  which  waa  at  a  period  of  great  agrioultoral  prosperity. 
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WOLVERHAMPTON. 


WOLYERHAMPTON  CHARITIES. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir,— I  regret  I  was  not  in  possession  of  the  following  letter  yesterday,  in 
order  that  it  might  have  been  read  to  the  inhabitants  in  vestry  assembled.  As 
Bilston,  Willenhall,  and  Wednesfield,  are  equally  interested  in  the  Grammar 
School  in  common  with  Wolverhampton,  its  publicity  may  be  of  benefit  to  those 
townships,  if  they  choose  to  act  in  concert  for  its  usefulnees. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  SIDNEY. 


Charity  Commission,  8,  York-street,  St.  James's-square,  S.W., 

9th  April,  1860. 

Sir, — Your  letter  of  30th  ult.  has  been  laid  before  the  Board. 

I  have,  in  the  first  place,  to  inform  you  that  the  Board  see  no  objection  to 
directing  one  of  the  Inspectors  attached  to  this  commission  to  visit  Wolver- 
hampton, with  the  view  of  inquiring  into  the  present  condition  and  managemeilt  of 
the  various  charities  there,  so  soon  as  the  engagements  of  the  inspectors  will 
enable  this  to  be  done. 

You  allude  more  particularly  to  one,  viz.,  the  Eree  Grammar  School,  as  to 
which  you  state  that  a  strong  feeling  exists  in  the  town  that  contemplated 
changes  are  inconsistent  with  its  usefulness  and  at  variance  with  the  will  of  the 
founder.  You  also  state  (and  this  is  a  separate  and  distinct  matter)  that  the 
nomination  of  certain  persons  proposed  to  be  new,  or  additional  trustees,  is  not 
in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and  feelings  of  the  inhabitants,  and  you  wish  that 
the  Board  would  give  the  inhabitants  a  voice  in  the  nomination  of  the  trustees. 

In  answer  to  this  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  it  is  not  the  function  of  the 
Commissioners  either  to  propose  new  trustees  or  to  appoint  them.  By  the  exist* 
ing  Chancery  scheme  (which  governs  the  matter)  the  duty  of  proposing  new 
trustees  to  the  court  is  cast  exclusively  on  the  existing  trustees,  and  the  duty  of 
appointing  new  trustees  is  by  law  cast  exclusively  on  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
which  may  either  accept  the  proposed  list,  or  reject  it,  or  alter,  or  modify  it  in  any 
manner  which  may  seem  most  for  the  benefit  of  the  objects  of  the  charity. 

The  office  of  the  commissioners  in  ordinary  cases  requiring  the  appointment  of 
trustees  is  purely  ministerial,  viz : — ^Ist,  to  issue  such  public  local  notices  of  the 
intended  application  to  the  court  as  may  seem  to  insure  due  publicity  being  given 
to  the  intended  application,  and  to  its  object  or  objects.  For  this  purpose,  and  as 
appearing  best  adapted  to  the  end,  the  Commissioners  in  the  present  case  directed 
advertisements  to  be  issued  four  times  at  intervals  in  two  Wolverhampton 
newspapers  (twice  in  each),  the  first  advertisement  being  on  the  22nd  February. 
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2ad.  After  issuing  such  advertisements  to  grant  their  certifieate  to  the  applicants 
authorising  them  to  appear  before  an  Equity  Judge  at  Chambers  to  make  their 
application.    The  certificate  being  overdue  has  been  granted  accordingly. 

On  referring  to  the  special  provisions  of  the  Chancery  scheme  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  new  trustees,  it  seems  open  to  doubt  whether  in  the  present  case 
any  intervention  of  the  Commissioner  was  necessary  in  order  to  give  jurisdiction 
to  the  courts ;  but  in  any  case  the  publication  of  notice  may  be  considered  to 
have  been  useful. 

If  the  list  of  proposed  trustees  be  not  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  aad 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants,  those  w  shes  and  feelings  may  (and  no  doubt  will),  on 
a  proper  communication  being  made  on  their  part  to  the  Attorney-General,  be 
represented  to  the  Court  through  the  Attorney-General,  who  according  to  the 
scheme  established  by  the  Court  must  have  notice  of  any  application  to  be  made 
to  the  Court,  and  is  to  be  at  liberty  to  attend  thereon.  The  Court,  assisted  by 
the  Attorney-General  on  the  part  of  the  public,  may  be  safely  trusted  to  make  a 
proper  selection.  The  scheme  directs  that  when  the  number  of  trustees  shall  be 
reduced  to  16,  the  remaining  trustees  shall  lay  before  the  Judge  the  names  of  a 
sufficient  number  of  qualified  persons,  from  which  number,  or  from  any  additional 
number  he  may  direct  to  be  submitted  to  him,  the  Judge  shall  appoint  the  new 
trustees.  It  further  directs  that  where  the  number  has  been  reduced  below  16, 
the  continuing  trustees  shall  nevertheless  apply  to  the  Judge  to  make  sach 
appointment — (the  present  number  is  in  fact  12).  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
observe  that  these  several  directions  of  the  scheme  are  binding  upon  the  Com- 
missioners and  upon  all  persons,  and  must  be  foUowed  unless  and  until  altered 
by  the  Court. 

The  scheme  further  directs  that  all  applications  to  be  made  to  a  Judge  under 
the  provisions  thereof  shall  be  made  by  a  summons  at  chambers. 

When  additional  trustees  shall  have  been  duly  appointed  the  whole  body  will 
be  bound  by  the  provisions  of  the  existing  scheme,  unless  and  until  (if  at  all)  it 
shall  be  altered  or  modified  by  the  same  power  which  established  it,  viz.,  the 
Court  of  Chancery. 

If  it  be  apprehended  that  the  body  of  Trustees,  as  and  when  newly  consti- 
tuted, will  have  it  in  their  power  to  introduce  any  change  or  changes  inconsistent 
with  the  existing  scheme,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  they  will  be  possessed 
of  no  such  power.  It  seems  premature  to  anticipate  what  may  be  the  feelings 
or  wishes  of  a  body  of  men  not  yet  constituted,  and  of  whom,  as  it  is  not 
known  who  they  will  be,  so  neither  can  it  be  known  what  their  opinions 
may  be.  When  appointed,  the  utmost  they  can  do  (if  they  shall  choose  so  to  do) 
will  be  to  meet,  discuss,  and  deliberate  whether  in  their  judgment  any  changes 
can  or  not  with  advantage  be  proposed ;  and  if  they  should  resolve  in  the  affirma- 
tive, all  they  could  do  would  be  (with  the  previous  sanction  of  this  Board)  to 
apply  to  the  Court  of  Chancery  to  revise  and  alter  the  scheme  in  such  particulars 
as  might  appear  susceptible  of  amendment.    In  such  an  application  the  court 
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would  be  assisted  by  the  Attorney  General  as  representing  the  public  interest,  and 
would  be  at  full  liberty,  in  the  exercise  of  its  best  judgment,  either  to  grant  Qr  to 
reject  the  application,  or  to  pronounce  such  order  as  might  appear  best  calculated 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  charity.  The  function  of  the  commissioners  in  the 
matter  would  be  ministerial  as  before. 

With  a  view  to  a  local  inspection  of  the  Wolverhampton  charities,  it  would 
seem  desirable  that  a  memorial  from  the  inhabitants  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
oommissioners  requesting  such  inspection. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  M.  VANE,  Secretary. 
Robt.  Sidney,  Esq.,  Oaks  Crescent,  Wolverhampton. 


WOLVEUnAMPTON  FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

lb  Ike  Editor  qf  Ike  WolterhamploK  Chronicle, 
Sir, — You  have  already  published  so  many  letters  on  the  subject  of  the 
Wolverhampton  Grammar  School,  that  I  fear  both  yourself  and  your  readers  will 
be  tired  of  it ;  perhaps,  however,  as  a  stranger  who  believes  he  takes  an  impartial 
view  of  the  matter,  I  shall  be  permitted  to  address  through  your  columns  a  few 
remarks  to  those  interested  in  it.  The  proposed  plan  of  rebuilding  the  school  on 
a  fresh  site — ^while  there  are  other  questions  which  are  supposed  to  be  involved 
in  this —  appears  to  be  the  main  subject  of  controversy.  I  confess  I  have  some 
sympathy  with  both  parties.  For  several  reasons  I  should— if  I  might  offer  an 
opinion —  agree  with  the  master  and  those  who  wish  to  see  the  school  on  a  better 
site.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  schools  of  various  kinds,  and  would  humbly 
suggest  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  boys  should  have  airy  spacious 
school  rooms,  and  free  open  space  for  their  games  and  exercise.  This  is  no  need- 
less luxury  I  am  claiming  for  a  school ;  the  health  and  life  in  great  measure 
depend  on  it.  What  is  there  to  be  said  in  favour  of  the  present  site  P  I  have 
seen  the  school  where  it  now  stands  hemmed  in  with  houses  and  manufactories, 
and  I  can  only  say  there  is  hardly  a  National  school  in  the  county  of  which  the 
managers—if  at  least  they  are  an  improving  set — would  be  long  content  with 
snch  a  site. 

However,  I  have  some  sympathy  with  the  other  party  also.  I  do  not  agree 
with  them  in  objecting  to  the  removal,  but  I  can  in  some  measure  understand  and 
appreciate  the  reason  for  which  they  do  object.  The  reason  is,  as  I  suppose,  a  fear 
lest — if  the  school  be  moved  any  distance  from  the  town— it  may  become  not  a 
school  giving  useful  instruction  to  the  sons  of  Wolverhampton  people,  but  a 
boarding  school  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  in  generaL  Now  I  confess  that 
this  is  a  result  which,  as  a  friend  of  education,  I  should  be  as  scHry  to  see  brought 
abont  as  any  citizen  i>f  Wolverhampton.  *  It  is  all  very  well  that  in  certain  cases 
the  grammar  schools  of  our  smaller  towns  should  have  grown  up  into  great 
public  schools  for  the  country ;  but  it  is  not,  I  think,  desirable  that  this  should 
be  the  case  in  the  present  instance.    If  the  Grammar  School  of  Wolverhampton 
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can  provide  a  soxmd,  healthy,  manly  education  for  the  children  of  the  middle 
class  in  that  town,  it  will  be  doing  its  main  work. 

It  is  not  desired,  then,  that  the  school  should  become  a  boarding  school, 
though  I  cannot  see  why  the  mixture  of  a  few  boarders  with  the  town  boys  could 
be  anything  but  a  gain  to  the  school ;  but  it  appears  to  me  there  are  better  ways 
of  preventing  this  than  merely  to  oppose  the  rebuilding  of  the  school.  It  has  been 
already  decided,  I  think,  to  limit  the  number  of  boarders ;  there  is,  as  the  head 
master  proposes,  to  be  an  English  school  as  well  as  a  Latin.  It  would  be  well 
then  to  take  care  that  there  is  always  a  good  staff  of  English  masters — a  master 
for  the  English  department.  Ear  the  best  persons  for  this  office  are  the  teachers 
trained  in  the  normal  training  schools.  Such  men,  when  they  hare  served  a 
certain  time  in  their  own  proper  line,  would  do  the  work  that  is  wanted  best ; 
they  are  the  most  skilled  teachers  of  elementary  subjects  we  have — ^in  fact  they 
are  the  only  men  who  are  trained  to  it  as  a  profession. 

There  is,  again,  another  security  which  the  trustees  of  the  school,  and  the 
parents,  may  have  for  the  school  doing  the  work  that  is  wanted.  Let  the  school 
every  year  be  examined  (by  gentlemen  deputed  for  the  purpose),  not  a  few  of  the 
best  boys  merely,  but  the  whole  school ;  and  not  in  the  classics  merely,  but  in  every- 
thing that  is  good,  and  healthy,  and  useful  for  boys  to  learn. 

I  beg,  then,  to  suggest  that  by  these  means  the  trustees  would  best  secure 
the  efficiency  of  the  school, — and  the  people  of  Wolverhampton  would  in  this 
way  best  secure  that  the  school  should  be  useful  to  themselves — ^by  cordially 
working  with  the  master  in  what  he  proposes,  for  the  improvement  of  the  school, 
feeling  sure  that  as  an  honourable  man  he  will  repay  with  faithfulness  to  their 
cause  the  trust  thus  reposed  in  him. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  SANDEORD,  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Schools. 

Stafford,  April  6, 1860. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle. 

Sir, — I  have  read  from  time  to  time  the  remarks  made  in  your  paper  by 
different  parties  for  and  against  the  Grammar  School  with  much  interest  and 
attention;  but  no  one  appears  to  me  to  have  stated  fully  and  truthfully  what  are 
the  defects,  the  remedy  for  those  defects,  and  who  are  indirectly  the  authors  of 
them.  I  have  been  a  resident  in  the  town  for  many  years,  and  have  availed 
myself  of  its  advantages  for  my  family  under  the  late  and  present  head  masters, 
and  will,  if  you  will  allow  me  a  small  portion  of  your  valuable  space,  give  you 
the  results  of  my  own  observations  and  information  derived  at  various  times  from 
authentic  sources. 

Eirst,  as  to  the  authors.  When  th6  present  head  master,  was  chosen  in  1855, 
the  trustees  should  at  once  have  defined  generally  to  him  his  duties,  and  the 
nature  of  them.  Some  of  them  had  been  educated  in  the  school,  and  knew  by 
personal  experience  not  only  the  defects  in  the  old  system,  but  also  what  were 
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the  ylewB  entertained  on  the  subject  by  the  minority  of  their  fellow  townsmen. 
Instead  of  which  they  allow  four  or  five  years  to  elapse,  the  number  of  boys 
during  that  period  not  averaging  more  than  sixty,  with  a  full  staff  of  masters. 
Some  of  those  masters,  although  irresponsible,  suffering  professionally  and 
pecuniarily,  however  zealously  they  may  have  performed  their  duties  indivi- 
dually ;  whilst  sums  of  money  have  been  granted  and  expended  in  changing  the 
entrance  into  Bell-street,  dividing  and  entirely  spoiling  the  old  school,  and  for 
other  purposes  equally  absurd.  Some  of  the  masters  have  been  allowed  to  work 
on  from  year  to  year,  inadequately  paid  even  for  ordinary  duties.  Entirely 
uncared  for  and  unrecognised,  what  have  they  had  to  encourage  them  in  their 
usually  thankless  office,  unless  influenced  by  a  strict  principle  of  integrity  P  Who 
are  to  blame  for  this  state  of  things  ?  Why  most  assuredly  the  trustees, 
t  Secondly,  as  to  the  defects.  These  in  the  teaching,  and  in  the  subjects  taught 
are,  I  am  convinced,  more  imaginary  than  real.  From  inquiries  made,  I  believe 
the  school  is  in  a  more  efficient  state  now  than  for  many  years  past,  more 
particularly  in  what  may  be  termed  the  lower  school,  of  which  I  can  speak  con- 
fidently, and  I  believe  the  same  may  be  said  generally  of  the  upper  school,  and  no 
doubt  either  would  bear  the  strictest  investigation,  more  especially  so  if  there 
were  an  extension  (which  is  all  that  is  necessary)  of  those  branches  best  adapted 
to  meet  the  legitimate  wishes  of  those  for  whom  the  munificent  endowment  was 
intended  by  the  donor.  As  to  the  state  of  the  premises,  a  personal  inspection  of 
the  whole  could  alone  convey  an  accurate  idea  of  their  disgraceful  condition. 
Who  can  defend  the  policy  pursued  in  the  management  of  the  charity  for  the  last 
five  or  ten  years  ?    Can  the  trustees  P 

Thirdly,  as  to  the  remedy,  which,  if  speedily  adopted,  is  extremely  simple. 
In  the  first  place,  let  the  masters  be  treated  at  least  with  the  same  consideration 
as  an  ordinary  mechanic— a  shilling  for  a  shilling's  worth;  second,  let  the  head 
master,  or  one  of  the  masters  at  any  rate,  be  resident  at  the  school ;  let  every- 
thing be  done  to  promote  deanliaess  and  comfort,  and  give  a  cheerful  aspect  to 
the  premises  as  a  whole,  of  which  they  are  abundantly  capable  inside  and  out. 
The  reverse  is,  I  believe,  at  present  the  case.  Let  the  second  master's  house 
(now  the  Working  Men's  College)  be  exclusively  devoted  to  school  purposes,  as 
a  residence  for  a  porter  or  curator,  who  shall  at  all  times  be  responsible  for  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  establishment,  a  room  for  the  non-resident  masters, 
additional  class  rooms  (for  which  they  are  admirably  adapted  by  the  recent 
alteration),  the  back  premises  as  a  lavatory,  waterdosets,  &c.,  for  the  use  of 
masters  as  well  as  boys,  for  whom  there  has  never  been  any  special  provision 
made,  I  understand. 

In  conclusion,  let  the  trustees  begin  to  show  their  interest  in  the  well-being 
of  the  schools  by  occasional  personal  friendly  inspection,  and  inquiries  both  of 
masters  and  parents,  giving  a  word  of  encouragement  to  the  masters,  as  they 
have  begun  to  do  in  other  public  bodies,  and  wisely  so  too ;  and  then  to  whom  will 
the  public  owe  their  best  thanks  P    Why,  most  decidedly  to  the  trustees. 

Excuse  me  troubling  you,  and  believe  me,  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

April  3, 1860.  STRICT  JUSTICE  TO  ALL. 
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P.S.— The  idea  of  waiting  until  new  schools  are  erected  for  cartying  oat 
reforms,  8a$^,  is  preposterous.  The  School  of  Art  is  a  practical  illustration  of  how 
far  the  people  of  Wolverhampton  are  influenced  by  fine  buildings,  althoagh  in 
many  respects  desirable.  Commercial  in  ererything,  they  go  only  where  they  can 
go^Hhe  article  they  want,  and  are  generally  willing  to  pay  for  it. 


To  the  Editor  qf  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle, 

Sib, — There  are  three  communications  in  your  paper  of  the  11th  instant  of 
importance  to  the  parishioners ;  1  will  take  the  liberty  of  commenting  upon  them 
separately. 

First,— A  letter  from  Mr.  Sandford,  one  of  her  Majesty's  Inspectors  of 
Schools.  This  gentleman  differs  with  the  present  Master  of  the  Bolls  as  to  the 
intermixture  of  town  boys  and  stranger  boarders.  His  Honour,  in  the  Pistol 
Grammar  School  judgment,  deliyered  no  longer  ago  than  the  21st  of  March,  gires 
his  opinion  thus: — "Another  argument  frequently  reHed  upon  in  favour  of  the 
admission  of  boarders  into  free  grammar  schools  was  deriyed  from  the  adraatages 
anticipated  to  arise  from  the  intermixture  of  different  classes  of  society  in  the 
same  school.  This  anticipated  advantage,  however,  did  not  agree  with  the  remit 
qf  experience,  and  his  opinion  was  that  so  far  from  union  being  promoted  by  the 
admixture  of  boarders  and  free  scholars,  it  was  impeded  and  diecked.  It  was 
found  that  the  two  classes  of  scholars,  viz.,  those  educated  at  the  cost  of  the 
charity,  or  nearly  so,  and  those  whose  parents  paid  largely  for  their  instruction, 
do  not  coalesce  or  mix  harmoniously  together."  His  Honour  then  shows  that 
the  boarders,  from  superior  training,  usually  take  the  prizes ;  that  the  ultimate 
admixture  of  adults  was  promoted  by  the  exclusion  of  boarders,  and  whyP 
because  if  the  middle  and  working  dasses  alone  were  educated  in  free  grammar 
schools  of  sufficient  endowment,  the  education  therein  attained  would  enable 
them  to  rise  to  the  highest  offices,  and  that  when  by  their  ability  and  per- 
severance any  of  them  rose  in  life  they  would  be  well  received  by  men  of  greater 
wealth ;  and  finally,  that  if  these  schools  were  not  kept  for  their  sole  benefit, 
none  of  those  classes  could  possibly  gain  the  elevations  open  to  opulent  and  well 
educated  men. 

We  have  a^o  the  recorded  opinion  of  the  present  Attorney-General,  Sir 
Bichard  Bethell,  when  he  advocated— and  that  successfully— the  non-admission  of 
boarders  into  the  Manchester  School.*  He  said  as  follows : — "  Let  me  suppose 
an  institution  of  this  kind.  Whereas  in  the  county  of  Lancester  the  breed  of 
horses  has  been  very  bad,  and  it  is  clearly  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  that  the 
breed  (solely  of  colts  bom  in  the  county)  should  be  improved;  that  plates, 
premiums,  and  prizes  should  be  given  for  racing;  that  persons  should  be  appointed 
as  trainers,  and  stabling  built  for  the  racers  out  of  the  fund  raised  or  given  by 
charitable  persons ;  that  when  so  arranged,  suppose  the  head  trainers  should  have 
the  audacity  to  advertise  to  the  whole  United  Kingdom  that  they  would  admit 

*  The  Manohester  Free  Orammar  School  Case.    Pablished  by  Care  and  Lever » Mancbeeter. 
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borses  from  all  parts,  and  that  if  their  owners  would  pay  them  liberally  for  their 
training  and  com,  they  would  take  care  so  to  train  them  that  they  should  carry  off 
all  the  prizes,  &c.,  &c.  Supposing  then  that  such  a  case  (Sir  Richard,  then  Mr. 
Bethell,  said)  were  to  be  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Jockey  Club,  what 
would  they  think  of  such  an  evasion  P  Why  not  only  that  the  strange  horses 
should  be  turned  out,  but  that  the  trainers  should  be  admonished  to  do  the  real 
work  and  duty  for  which  they  were  engaged  and  paid,  under  pain  of  dismissal ! " 

But  the  points  chiefly  to  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  parishioners  are,  that  whether 
the  trustees  rebuild  or  re-adapt  the  present  school,  or  whether  they  build  one  else- 
where, they  must  take  care  to  urge  on  the  trustees  to  prohibit  the  entrance  of 
any  non-parishioners'  sons  and  the  taking  of  any  boarders,  and  also  to  abolish  the 
capitation  fees,  because  there  is  enough,  and  more  than  enough  revenue,  to  pay  a 
numerous  staff  of  masters,  without  either  of  these  helps. 

Next  as  to  your  correspondent  signing  himself  "  Strict  Justice  to  AIL  "  It 
would  hare  been  well  had  he  thought  when  writing  his  letter  that  strict  civility  is 
a  part  of  strict  justice  to  aU ;  but  it  is  generally  found  that  an  anonymous  writer 
adopts  the  caustic  style : — 

He  doth  himself  in  secret  ehroad. 
To  tell  the  world  he  is  oot  proud ; 
Or  else  he  fears  the  light  of  day 
8hoa]d  drive  his  murky  words  away. 
He  babbles  of  the  love  of  tmth. 
The  crimes  of  age— the  sins  of  youth 
Pleased  if  he  wounds  another's  fame, 
"  Anonymous  "  his  hateful  name. 

Or  it  may  be  that  he  exclaimed  "What's  in  a  name  ?  "  and  therefore  boldly  says 
that  to  him  no  one  appears  to  have  stated  fuify  and  trutftfuUp  the  defects, 
remedies,  &c.,  &c.,  of  the  matter  in  question.  But  this  was  not  sufficient,  the 
trustees  (whom  this  Hereules  of  justice  calls  authors)  are  altogether  to  blame. 
Now  on  a  subject  of  this  importance  the  system  should  be  abused  and  not  the 
trustees.  The  trustees  are  appointed  by  the  Court  of  Chancery,  they  are  mere 
agents  to  carry  out  the  scheme  on  behalf  (if  behalf  it  can  be  called  in  many  cases) 
of  the  parishioners,  and  as  they  are  mostly  parishioners  themselves,  tkey  would 
doubtless  not  sanction  any  mal-administration  of  the  diarity,  and  would  also 
doubtless  take  steps  to  remedy  any  of  the  present  evils,  were  the  parishioners 
by  public  meeting  and  resolutions  to  fortify  them  therein.  Abuse  will  never  do 
any  good ;  argument — ^firm  but  respectful— must  overcome  in  the  end,  not  such 
remarks  as  "  Strict  Justice  to  All "  uses,  viz., — "Entirely  spoiling  the  old  school 
—purposes  equally  absurd— masters  entirely  uncared  for  and  unrecognized, 
&c.,  &C. "  Who  would  be  an  unpaid  trustee,  if  liable  to  such  anonymous  abuse  P 
Lastly,  as  to  the  Charity  Commissioners'  letter  to  Mr.  Sidney,  through  their 
secretary,  Mr.  H.  M.  Yane.  This  is  the  most  important  contribution  to  the 
question  as  yet  brought  under  the  eye  of  the  Wolverhampton  ratepayers.  The 
secretary  points  out  very  truly  that  it  is  the  Court  of  Chancery  that  must  be 
appealed  to  in  order  to  make  the  school  what  it  ought  to  be ;  that  the  Commis- 
sioners are  merely  ministerial :  which  although  to  be  regretted  as  to  many  simple 
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cases,  yet  in  this  one  need  not  be  so,  especially  as  Sir  R.  Betbell  is  the  agent  of 
all  parishioners  in  these  charity  matters  by  virtue  of  his  .being  Attomey-GeneraL 
Should  the  trustees,  therefore,  move  for  a  new  scheme,  it  would  be  well  to  hare 
the  case  heard  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls ;  then,  with  such  an  advocate  as 
the  Attorney-General,  they  need  not  fear.  But  to  insure  this,  the  parishioners 
should  meet  and  sanction  resolutions  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Attorney-General, 
reqitesiing  thai  the  case  be  laid  down  in  the  Court  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls.  In 
these  resolutions  should  be  given  the  names  of  gentlemen  whom  the  inhabitants 
would  wish  to  be  elected  when  the  new  trustees  shall  be  appointed. 

There  is  one  thing  I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  your  townspeople  to,  and 
that  is  the  provisions  of  the  Act  18  and  19  of  Victoria,  c.  1S4,  s.  44.  By  this  Act 
the  trustees  of^  endowed  charities — schools  or  others — are  required  on  or  before 
the  25th  of  March  in  every  year  to  make  up  their  accounts  (from  December  31  to 
December  31  annually),  aud  within  fourteen  days  after  March  25th  to  hand  one 
copy  thereof  to  the  churchwardens,  who  are  to  present  them  to  the  succeeding 
vestry  meeting,  and  have  them  inserted  in  the  vestry  minute  book,  and  also  to 
send  another  copy  of  such  accounts  to  the  Charity  Commissioners'  office  in 
London.  Should  the  trustees  fail  to  comply  with  these  requirements,  they  are 
liable  to  be  charged  with  contempt  of  Court ;  but  as  trusteeship  is  an  unpaid 
office,  the  Commissioners  have  never  prosecuted.  Had  there  been  a  provision 
in  this  Act  to  order  an  annual  publication  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  of  chari- 
ties in  each  of  the  local  newspapers,  I  fancy  that  the  public  and  the  proprietors 
of  such  would  be  equally  pleased  and  profited. 

I  beg  to  remain,  sir,  yours  most  truly, 

Kidderminster,  April  Uth,  1860.  GEORGE  GRIFFITH. 


WoLVEEHAMFTON  ScHOOL  EsTATE. — The  tenants  of  the  Rnshock  Estate, 
belonging  to  the  Wolverhampton  School,  in  1860,  were  as  follows : — Joseph  Lett, 
New  Farm,  Rushock ;  William  Lett,  Rushock  Court  Farm ;  Joseph  Watkins, 
Leylands  (171  and  13  acres) ;  Samuel  Baynton,  Haynam's  Farm ;  John  Yeal, 
Bach  Elm  Farm;  Edwin  Nickless,  Outwood;  John  Taylor  (blacksmith),  and 
John  Evans,  Little  London. 

PELSALL  CHARITIES. 

Henry  Dickenson  (1660),  20s.  to  minister  of  Pelsall,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on 
All  Saints' -day ;  and  20s.  to  the  poor ;  out  of  the  Birchen  Close. 

Dorothy  Bridgeman  (1696),  £200  to  buy  land,  one-fifth  of  the  rents  for  the 
schooling  of  poor  children  in  Pelsall,  and  one-tenth  to  the  minister.  For  a  length 
of  time  the  rent  of  this  land  was  but  £3,  although  nearly  five  acres :  the  chi^iel 
clerk  was  tenant,  and  had  it  at  this  low  rent,  because  he  was  not  paid  anything  as 
clerk.  The  value  was  £10  Is.  2d.  on  survey.  Thus,  to  save  themselves,  the  vestry 
paid  him  out  of  the  charity !  One-third  of  the  £10  is  now  paid  to  the  minister, 
and  the  remainder  to  Mr.  John  Wild,  who  teaches  six  free  boys  for  it. 

Mr.  Lane,  lOs.  for  the  poor  on  New  Year's-day— lost. 
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Richard  Harrison,  twenty  groats  to  the  poor,  on  New  Year's-day,  out  of  the 
Old  Croft. ^Robert  Parker,  19th  James  I.,  37s.  to  the  poor. 


WEDNESFIELD  CHARITIES. 

Catharine  Jackson  IQs.  per  annam,  Thomas  Necheld  10s.  ditto,  Thomas  Lane 
68.  ditto,  John  Fryer  (1778)  2l8.  ditto,  John  Newton  a758)  10s.  ditto,— all  these 
for  poor  men  and  women. 

Martha  Gongh  (1768),  interest  of  £250  to  the  curate  of  Wednesfield. 

Charles  Gough  (1767),  dividends  of  £113  19s.  5d.,  Old  South  Sea  Annuities, 
for  the  same  purpose.    The  joint  income  is  £17  lOs.  per  annum. 


WILLENHALL  CHARITIES. 

William  Prestwood  (1642),  20s.  rent-charge  on  Caune  Byrch,  for  the  poor. 

James  Pedley  (1728),  30s.  yearly  out  of  Little  Clothers,  thus :  6s.  8d.  for  a 
New  Year's  sermon ;  8s.  to  poor  housekeepers  in  bread,  on  New  Year's-day ;  13s. 
for  bread  on  the  1st  of  July,  to  be  carried  from  door  to  door ;  and  2s.  4d.  to  the 
chapelwardens  for  their  trouble  in  distributing  these  gifts. 

John  Tomkys  and  Geo.  Welch  (1781),  20s.  yearly  for  the  poor,  on  St.  Thomas'- 
day,  at  the  chapel  yestry. 

John  Bate  (1701),  5s.  yearly  to  the  poor. 


ENVILLE. 

Ehyille  GiRia'  School.— Although  there  is  a  sufficient  fund  to  provide  for 
and  to  educate  the  12  girls  in  this  school,  there  are  but  five  there  now,  and  the 
ground  attached  is  in  the  occupation  of  the  Earl  of  Stamford.  The  trustees 
should  see  to  the  fulfilment  of  Lady  Dorothy's  benefaction,  as  it  is  more  valuable 
now  than  when  bequeathed.  The  school  is  conducted  by  Mrs.  Marion,  and  the 
rents  of  the  lands  now  amount  altogether  to  £100. 

Additional  Chabitibs. 

Edward  Gravenor  (1654),  left  £10,  the  yearly  interest  to  be  given  away  to  40 
poor  persons,  at  3d.  each. 

John  Elcock  left  £6,  the  interest  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor  on  Whit- 
sunday. 

Peter  Lafargne,  a  Erench  Protestant,  and  tutor  at  Enville  Hall  (1711),  left 
£10,  the  interest  to  be  given  away  yearly  for  ever,  in  books  called  "The  Whole 
Duty  of  Man,"  to  poor  oommunicantf . 

Abagail  Watts  (1726),  left  £10,  the  interest  to  be  given  yearly  to  poor  widows. 

The  Earl  of  Stamford  0807),  left  £518  15s.,  the  yearly  inteiest  to  be  given 
away  to  poor  people  in  clothing. 

The  Bfiv.  Auctutel  Grey  (1824),  left  £200  (subscribed  to  the  Bridgenorth- 
road),  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor. 
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BOBBINGTON. 

A  good  deal  of  dissatisfaction  exists  in  this  parish  as  to  the  school.  The  late 
master  (Mr.  Cox),  who  now  has  a  commercial  school  in  the  place,  was  dismissed 
nnder  a  complication  of  ill-feeling ;  and  it  is  alleged  that  the  boys  of  the  free 
school  write  but  very  little,  and  that  some  are  locked  up  long  after  school  hoars 
as  a  punishment.  It  is  also  alleged  that  poorer  boys  are  deprived  of  the  charity, 
by  the  admission  of  boys,  the  sons  of  well-to-do  parents;  and  that  the  school  is 
too  much  interfered  with  by  a  lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  trustees.  The  truth  of 
these  allegations  will  be  tested  shortly,  as  a  petition  will  be  sent  by  some  of  the 
parishioners  to  the  Board  of  Charity  Commissioners  for  an  enquiry. 


BILSTON  CHARITIES. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle, 

Sir, — ^I  have  read  the  letters  that  have  recently  appeared  in  your  paper  on  the 
above  subject,  and  without  making  any  comment  upon  them  I  beg  to  inform 
you  that,  at  a  vestry  meeting  held  on  Monday,  April  25th,  1859,  a  resolution  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Gettings,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  and  carried  unanimously, 
appointing  a  committee  of  twelve  gentlemen  to  investigate  the  state  of  the  public 
charities  and  doles  of  the  township  of  Bilston.    That  committee  was  called 
together  by  the  Vestry  Clerk  to  hold  its  first  meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  10th, 
1859.    In  accordance  with  the  notice,  nine  of  the  gentlemen  attended,  and  I  find 
a  minute  of  that  meeting  worded  as  follows : — "  Proposed  by  Mr.  Gettings,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Lewis,  that  the  Charity  Commissioners  be  informed  that  a  com- 
mittee has  been  formed  to  investigate  the  charities  and  doles  of  the  township  of 
Bilston,  and  any  information  they  can  give  they  will  gladly  famish ;  and  that  the 
Eev.  C.  Lee,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Hall,  be  requested  to  compare  all  the  books  and 
documents  they  have  or  can  procure  that  will  throw  any  light  on  the  charities 
and  doles  belonging  to  Bilston,  and  report  to  us  at  their  earliest  coavenienoe.** 
And  I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  those  gentlemen  that  they  have,  in  accord- 
ance with  that  resolution,  devoted  a  deal  of  time  to  looking  over  the  parish  books^ 
and  making  other  investigations,  but  they  are  not  at  present  prepared  to  hand  in 
a  report  to  the  committee.    Your  insertion  of  the  above,  in  order  that  the  public 
may  see  that  the  "  Bilston  Charities  "  are  not  entirely  foi^gotten,  and  that  there 
are  other  gentlemen  in  the  town  equally  interested  in  them  as  those  who  have 
brought  themselves  so  prominently  before  the  publie,  will  oblige,  Sir, 

Youths  respectfully, 

RICHARD  EDRIDGE. 

Bilston,  March  19th,  1860. 
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To  the  Editor  qf  the  WolnefhamptoH  Chronicle. 

Sir,— I  am  glad  you  possess  so  honourable  and  so  frank  a  spirit  as  to  admit 
(X)rre8pondence  on  the  subject  of  the  Bilston  charities.  I  am  proud  of  the  dis- 
interested and  manly  expoiS  issued  a  fortnight  since  by  Mr.  Griffith;  of  the 
indefatigability  of  Mr.  Grettings,  so  apparent  on  the  face  of  his  letter  published 
last  week ;  and  of  the  well-timed  and  cogent  style  of  that  also  published  through 
your  kindness,  for  Mr.  H.  V.  Mayer.  The  trio  and  youneJf  have  stood  forward 
nobly  in  defence  of  the  poor.  Ye  deserve  respect  from  the  affluent,  and  hearty 
gratitude  from  the  oppressed  indigent. 

I  have,  more  than  once,  with  feelings  aiming  at  philanthropy,  yisited  the  dismal 
archive  of  St.  Leonard's  Church,  Bilston,  reverently  to  ponder,  and  have  been 
lost  in  the  sad  contemplation  of  such  benevolent  bequests  being  so  shamrfuUy 
neglected.  I  believe  the  persons  appomted  to  the  right  management  of  the  doles 
owe  a  fearful  debt  of  deprivation  to  the  poor,  for  male-appropriation  or  something, 
and  will  be  judged  for  it  at  the  last  day !  It  is  in  the  worldling  to  despise, 
disregard,  trample,  and  snub  the  poor ;  it  is  a  true  mark  of  Christianity,  in  its 
most  modified  sense,  to  render  common  justice  to  the  aged,  the  indigent,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  widow.  How  humiliating,  sir,  to  be  suspected  qf  neglect  qf 
duty  to  the  whole  deserving  poor  of  a  parish !  I  think  it  the  barest  duty  of  any 
in  trust  of  public  money  annually  to  publish  a  true  statement  of  disbursements, 
and  to  confer  with  the  parishioners  in  public  meeting  upon  the  most  equitable 
mode  of  distributing  incomes,  and  regaining  those  in  abeyance.  If  such  open 
proceedings  were  taken  they  would  tend  to  create  confidence,  respect,  goodwill, 
and  popularity.  Surely,  sir,  some  person  or  persons  should  be  made  accountable 
for  the  due  payment  of  the  charities.  The  principal,  interest,  and  all,  cannot  be 
lost  to  the  poor  creatures  who  are  half  famished  in  appearance,  and,  from  party 
causes,  beggmg  ahns  fruitlessly.  Is  it  not  the  duty  of  every  soul,  be  he 
Dissenter,  Churchman,  Infidel,  or  Jew,  if  he  possess  one  gem  of  grace  or  spark 
of  pity,  to  arouse  himself  to  a  state  of  right  feeling  upon  this  matter,  and  exert 
his  most  strenuous  efibrts  to  "do  justice,  love  mercy,"  &c.P  To  resolve  in 
future  he  will  watch  the  regular  administration  of  the  doles  at  the  appointed 
places  and  seasons,  and  thus  act  up  to  his  bounden  duty  of  helping  those  who, 
from  want  of  position,  of  means,  or  of  education,  cannot  help  themselves.  The 
hairs  of  the  poor  man's,  as  well  as  of  the  rich  man's  head,  are  numbered  by 
Deity.  The  poor  man's  oppressor  is  woefully  denounced.  Sir,  I  would  beseech 
my  dear  friends  of  Bilston  to  remember  the  case  of  one  who  fared  sumptuously, 
perhaps  thoughtless,  like  themselves,  of  doing  wrong  to  the  poor.  He  perished. 
I  entreat  them  not  to  go  on  from  week  to  week,  to  the  day  of  eternity,  in  ease 
and  plenty,  regardless  of  all  who  are  in  needless  real  distress ;  but  rather  let 
them  see  that  the  beneficent  incomes  of  the  parish  be  faithfully  administered  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  truth,  ability,  and  zeal.  There  are  multitudes  of  upper  and 
middle  dass  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  Bilston  (whom  I  almost  universally  esteem 
and  respect)  who,  did  they  give  this  public  business  a  careful  and  candid  con- 
sideration, would  fed  it  their  imperative  duty  to  act  promptly  and  immediately, 
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SO  that  old  Bilston  might  purge  out  the  fretted  marks  of  this  reproach.    The  snm 
of  money  which  should  justly  be  given  away  in  this  parish  and  township  would 
amount  at  least  to  £1  per  week,  and  this  is  provided  by  rent  charges  and  funds 
invested  for  annual  use  to  perpetuity.    These  doles,  Mr.  Editor,  have  been  given, 
some  for  the  partial  support  of  poor  family  relatives,  some  for  the  schooling; 
clothing,  and  salaries  in  apprenticing  youth  of  both  sexes  to  trades,  some  for  the 
daily  wants  of  poor  widows,  and  some  for  the  benefit  of  poor  decayed  tradesmen; 
not  given  for  a  year,  two  years,  or  for  any  definite  period,  but  to  continue  to  be 
distributed  annually  throughout  all  time.    Where  has  this  amount  been  expended 
during  the  last  fourteen  years?    The  charities  have  been  suspended,  even  the 
Wake  charities.    We  find  none  are  given  away.    There  must  be  a  large  amount 
somewhere  behind  of  /lo^paid  up  capital  and  interest.    If  we  Bilston  people  love 
our  common  humanity,  if  we  value  justice,  if  we  would  properly  answer  to  our 
accountability  at  the  last  reckoning  day,  the  parishioners  (who  are  all  interested 
in,  and  accountable  for,  seeing  justice  done)  should  earnestly  and  at  once  9et  to 
work  by  dispassionate  legitimate  means,  to  elicit  truth,  to  fathom  mystification, 
and  thus  place  the  helpless  poor  in  an  equitable  position ;  remembering,  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  whole  business  should  be  conducted  manfully,  without 
prejudice,  fawning,  affection,  or  the  least  party  feeling.     Yours  obediently, 
1,  Dudley-St.,  Bilston,  March  18, 1860.  R.  G.  BARTLETT. 


STAFFORDSHIRE   CHARITIES. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  Wolverhampton  Chronicle, 

Sir, — Such  cases  as  those  of  the  Bilston  Charities,  sunk  in  the  Umbo  of 
neglect,  are  very  numerous,  much  more  so  indeed  than  people  imagine,  yet  they 
are  as  dust  in  the  balance  when  compared  with  those  of  another  daas,  namely, 
where  the  original  value  is  only  accounted  for  instead  of  the  increased  rents  of 
the  present  moment. 

One  of  the  most  incredible  and  startling  in  this  category  is  the  following : — 

Henry  Smith,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Silver-street,  London,  dedicated  his  real  and 
personal  estate  to  charitable  uses. 

By  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  dated  the  80th  of  June,  1626,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  trustees  to  whom  the  estate  was  conveyed  should,  after  his  death, 
dispose  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estates  to  certain  charitable  uses 
specified  by  him  in  an  indenture  dated  12th  June,  1625.  And  by  an  indenture 
dated  20th  January,  1626-7,  he  declared  that  his  trustees  should  employ  the  rents 
of  his  manors^  lands,  and  tenements,  and  his  moneys,  debts,  and  other  personal 
estate  for  the  purchasing  of  manors,  lands,  &c.,  to  be  employed  to  the  meaning 
of  the  said  decree  and  indenture ;  and  he  directed  that  the  rents  of  the  said  lands, 
as  had  been  or  should  be  appointed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  of  any  parish, 
should  be  received  by  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  each  of 
such  parishes  respectively ;  and  that  the  leases  of  the  lands  should  be  contracted 
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for  by  the  charcbwardens  and  overseers  of  such  parish,  to  the  intent  that  the 
best  yearly  value  might  be  made  thereof.  After  his  death  his  trostees  boaght 
several  real  estates  for  the  charitable  purposes  expressed  in  these  instruments. 
Among  these  was  the  manor  of  FroddesweU*  in  Staffordshire,  tcAich  ufos  appro- 
priaied  to  certain  charitable  payments  to  Lichfield,  Tamworth,  Newcastle-under- 
Lyme,  and  Stafford.  This  appears  from  a  deed  dated  the  20th  of  December,  1641 
(enrolled  in  Chancery  the  1st  of  April,  18th  Charles  1.,)  and  executed  by  the 
surviving  feoffees  of  his  estate  by  him  given  for  charitable  uses,  in  which  it  is 
recited  that  they  had  purchased  divers  manors,  lands,  &c.,  to  be  employed  to  the 
charitable  uses  named.  Amongst  these  were  the  manors  of  Longstock,  Harving- 
ton  in  the  county  of  Southampton,  rent  £159 ;  part  of  the  manor  of  Tolshunt 
Darcy,  in  Essex,  rent  £140 ;  part  of  the  manor  of  Stoughton,  in  Leicestershire, 
rent  £220 ;  the  manor  and  rectory  of  Longney,  Gloucestershire,  rents  £270 13s.  4d. ; 
**  and^f  and  in  all  the  manor  or  lordship  of  Froddesicell,  with  the  rights,  members, 
and  appurtenances  ther€<f,  in  the  county  qf  Stafford,  and  of  all  and  in  all  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  reversions,  services  and  hereditaments  to  the  said  manor  or  lordship, 
BY  AKY  MEAifs  belonging  or  appertaining,  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  or  occupation 
qf  Robert  Earl  of  Essex,  or  his  assigns  "  Also  of  lands  at  Hartlepool,  Durham ; 
lands  at  Deptford,  Kent,  rent  £40;  lands  at  Shaldon,  Southampton,  rents  £24; 
and  a  messuage  in  the  city  of  Winton,  rent  £4 ;  "  into  all  which  manors,  messuages, 
^c,  the  said  feoffees,  or  some  qf  them,  did  claim  to  have  an  interest  in  trust  to  the 
charitable  uses  qforesaid."  The  deed  then  appoints  a  great  number  of  annual 
payments  to  be  made  from  the  several  estates,  and  in  every  instance  in  which  the 
annual  value  of  the  estate  had  been  stated  in  the  various  payments  directed  to  be 
made  from  that  estate  are  together  equivalent  to  the  whole  annual  value  so 

STATED. 

•  Li  the  original  deed  of  1626-7,  the  testator  contemplated  that  the  whole  qfthe 
revenues  should  be  dedicated  to  the  charitable  uses  specified,  and  the  trustees,  in 
the  declaration  of  uses  in  1641,  apportioned  the  whole  of  the  existing  rents  of  the 
lands  for  those  uses.  In  accordance  with  this  the  whole  produce  of  all  the  estates, 
except  the  manor  of  Froddeswell,  have  been  constantly  appropriated  to  those 
charitable  uses,  the  improved  rents  being  applied  in  a  proportionable  increase  of 
the  payments  to  the  parishes  interested. 

The  manor  of  Eroddeswell  (now  FradsweU)  alone  passed  from  the  Earl 
of  Essex  and  his  descendants,  and  now  forms  part  of  Earl  Ferrers'  estates,  to 
whom  it  came  by  marriage  of  his  ancestor  Sir  Robert  Shirley ;  but  the  simple 
shares  of  the  original  rents,  namely,  £14  to  Stafford,  £12  to  Newcastle,  are  and 
have  been  paid  unto  this  day  out  of  Fradswell.  The  shares  of  £18  to  Lichfield, 
and  of  £14  to  Tamworth,  are  not  paid  from  Fradswell  but  from  Drayton  Basset. 
This,  no  doubt,  originated  thus :— The  other  sister  and  co-heir  of  the  Earl  of 
Essex  married  the  Duke  of  Somerset,  and  with  her  Drayton  Bassett  (part  of 
divided,  leaving  two  on  Fradswell,  the  one  sister's,  and  fixing  two  on  Drayton, 
the  other  sister's  portion,  which  estate  was  nearer  Lichfield  and  Tamworth  than 
Lord  Essex's  property)  passed  into  that  family ;  and  so  the  four  payments  were 
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divided,  leaving  two  on  Fradswdl  (the  one  sister's),  and  fixing  two  on  Draytoo^ 
the  other  sister's  portion,  which  estate  was  nearer  Lichfield  and  Tamworth  than 
Fradswell  was.  Drayton  afterwards  passed  by  marriage  to  the  Bath  family,  and 
was  sold  by  one  of  them  to  Sir  Robert  Pee],  subject  to  these  two  payments. 

The  manor  of  Fradswell  having  been  purchased  with  the  personal  property  of 
Mr.  Smith,  it  is  declared  in  the  declaration  of  uses  of  1641,  ''that  the  said 
premises,  and  the  yearly  issues  and  profits  thereof,  should  be  employed  and  disposed 
of  according  to  the  trw  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  deed  and  last  will  of  the 
said  Henry  Smith."  ^ 

The  ancestors  of  Earl  Ferrers  have  only  paid  the  Stafford  and  Newcastle 
moieties  for  200  years  or  more,  and  the  present  Earl  holds  that  there  is  no  further 
claim  on  the  manor,  which  he  says  was  purchased  by  the  grandfather  of  the  first 
Earl  of  Essex,  and  of  which  the  title  deeds  are  in  his  possession.  It  is  true,  that  in 
1641  Fradswell  was  in  the  occupation  of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  but  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  after  the  sale  of  the  estate  to  Henry  Smith's  trustees,  he  may  have 
continued  in  the  management  of  the  property,  being  resident  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  place,  entitled  to  its  produce,  and  that  the  documents  respecting  it,  tohieh 
he  had  iiefore  possessed  as  owner  remained  in  his  hands  as  trustee,  and  after  his 
death  would  be  found  among  the  muniments  of  his  family ;  and  that  thus  in  the 
process  of  time,  the  payments  accustomed  to  be  made  came  to  be  considered  as 
mere  rent  charges  upon  the  property.  It  therefore  appears  to  be  quite  indisput- 
able that  these  four  towns  are  entitled  proportionably  to  the  whole  pioduce  of 
the  Fradswell  Estate,  conformably  to  what  takes  place  with  respect  to  every 
other  charity  estate  included  in  the  deed  of  1641 ;  and  the  admission  by  the  Earl  of 
Essex  of  the  fact  stated  in  that  deed,  evidenced  by  his  being  a  party  to  and 
executing  it,  would  without  doubt  bind  the  present  holder,  who  claims  descent 
from  him.  And  not  only  so,  but  that  the  arrears,  at  least  for  the  period  this 
manor  has  been  held  by  the  present  Earl,  are  reaUy  due  to  and  recoverable  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  four  appointed  towns.  The  manor  embraces  no  less 
than  1,100  acres,  of  which  Earl  Ferrers  is  the  lord ;  and  in  plain  English  the  whole 
of  the  rents  of  this  manor  belong  to  the  poor  of  Stafford,  Newcastle,  Tamworth» 

and  Lichfield. 

I  remain.  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

GEO.    GRIFFITH. 


IMPORTANT  JUDGMENT  IN  REFERENCE  TO  FREE 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOLS. 

On  Wednesday,  March  21st,  1860,  the  Master  of  the  Roll's 
gave  judgment  in  the  Roll's  Court  in  a  case  of  'TPhe  Attorney- 
General  I',  the  Bristol  Corporation  Grammar  School,''  who  came 
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from  chambers  on  a  scheme  suggesting  that  the  masters  of  the 
school  might  be  allowed  to  take  boarders^  and  that  the  entrance 
or  capitation  fees  might  be  increased^  subject  to  local  rights. 
He  said  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  not  to  sanction  the  in- 
troduction of  boarders  into  the  school.  He  did  not  mean  by 
this  decision  to  lay  down  any  general  rule  as  to  the  non-intro- 
duction of  boarders  into  the  grammar  schools.  The  principal 
argument  in  favour  of  giving  permission  to  the  masters  to 
receive  boarders  wis— that  by  augmenting  the  income  of  the 
masters,  a  tendency  arose  to  raise  the  character  and  qualification 
of  the  class  of  instructors,  and  that  without  this  assistance  in 
some  places  efficient  masters  could  not  be  obtained.  However, 
he  observed  that  the  head  master  of  the  Bristol  Grammar  School 
now  obtained  £345  per  annum,  beside  a  house  rent  free  and 
kept  in  repair,  and  he  did  not  doubt  that  this  remuneration 
would  secure  a  master  of  very  high  qualifications,  and  -that  on 
the  vacancy  of  that  office  the  trustees  would  rather  be  puzzled 
which  of  the  admirable  instructors  who  offered  themselves  as 
candidates  they  should  select,  than  feel  any  difficulty  in  obtaining 
a  competent  person  to  accept  the  situation.  He  did  not  there- 
fore, in  the  present  case,  feel  the  necessity  of  admitting  boarders 
in  order  to  enable  an  adequate  supply  of  efficient  masters  to  be 
provided  for  the  sustentation  of  either  the  credit  or  necessities 
of  the  school,  or  for  the  instruction  of  the  scholars.  Another 
argument,  frequently  relied  upon  in  favour  of  the  admission  of 
boarders  into  free  grammar  schools,  was  derived  from  the  ad- 
vantages anticipated  to  arise  from  the  intermixture  of  different 
classes  of  society  in  the  same  school.  This  anticipated  advantage, 
however,  did  not  agree  with  the  result  -of  experience,  and  his 
opinion  was,  that  so  far  from  union  being  promoted  by  the  ad- 
mixture  of  boarders  and  free  scholars,  it  was  impeded  and 
checked.  It  was  found  that  the  two  classes  of  scholars,  viz., 
those  educated  at  the  cost  of  the  charity,  or  nearly  so,  and  those 
whose  parents  paid  largely  for  their  instruction,  do  not  coalesce 
or  TOJT  harmoniously  together.  Moreover,  the  boarders,  almost 
as  a  matter  of  course,  secured  more  instruction  than  the  free 
scholars,  and  were  more  subject  to  the  discipline  of  the  master. 
If  the  prizes  and  exhibitions  were  open  to  them,  they  carried 
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them  all  away ;  and  this  circumstance  adds  to  the  prestige,  if 
the  word  conld  be  so  abused,  with  which  they  were  snrronnded^ 
owing  to  the  supposed  greater  wealth.  If  the  boarders, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  excluded  from  such  competition, 
then  an  additional  evil  of  another  sort  was  introduced, 
arising  from  a  class  of  students  being  excluded  from  obtaining 
the  due  reward  of  their  industry.  He  believed  that  the  ultimate 
admixture  of  classes  was  promoted  by  the  practical  exclusion  of 
boarders  from  some  of  the  free  grammar  schools ;  and  on%of  his 
main  reasons  for  this  was,  that  no  dignity  or  honour  in  Church 
or  State  under  the  Throne  was  excluded  from  any  person,  how- 
ever humble  might  be  his  origin,  provided  his  abilities  and  in- 
dustry enabled  him  to  obtain  them;  and  that  when  he  had 
obtained  them  he  was  accepted  by  the  highest  classes,  into 
whose  circles  he  had  risen,  exactly  as  if  he  had  been  bom  into 
the  ranks  into  which  he  was  adopted.  But  to  accomplish 
this  result,  the  means  of  a  liberal,  classical,  and  extended  edu- 
cation must  be  open  to  him ;  and  if  there  were  no  free  grammar 
schools  open  to  the  lower  classes,  this  would  be  impossible. 
The  existence  of  the  free  grammar  schools,  without  boarders, 
provided  the  necessary  instruction  for  the  lower  class  of  the 
community.  The  son  of  a  peer  might  avoid,  or  be  excused 
from  associating  with,  the  son  of  a  small  tradesman ;  but  when 
the  son  of  the  tradesman  had  become  eminent  in  the  state,  or 
become  distinguished  for  his  literary,  classical,  or  scientific 
attainments,  the  peer  might  eagerly  seek  the  acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  the  man  who  when  a  boy  he  would  have  shunned. 
The  interests  of  society  would  eventually  be  best  consulted  and 
advanced  by  holding  that,  into  the  free  grammar  schools,  which 
were  from  their  position  and  neighbourhood  well  attended  by 
free  scholars,  boarders  should  not  be  admitted,  or  should  be 
admitted  only  to  such  a  limited  extent  as  would  not  interfere 
with  the  general  character  of  the  school ;  and  when  a  school  had 
attained  a  great  amount  of  scholars  under  either  system, — ^viz., 
that  of  taking  free  scholars  almost  exclusively, — it  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  foreign  to  the  duty  or  province  of  that  Court  to 
interfere  with  or  alter  that  system. 
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FREE  SCHOOL  AND  CHARITY  STATISTICS,  1859. 


The  Seventh  Report  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  for 
England  and  Wales  for  1859,  dated  28th  February,  1860, 
contains,  inter  alia,  as  follows : — 

Applications  (1859)  for  the  Intervention  of  the  Board  1091 

Orders  issued  by  the  Board  in  1859, — ^1508,  thus : 

Authorising  Applications  to  the  Court  of  Chancery 86 

Ditto,  .       ditto.                      County  Courts 146 

Ditto,           ditto.                     Courts  of  Common  Law 8 

Certified  to  Attorney-General 5 

Published  as  New  Schemes  under  Court  of  Chancery 71 

Ditto,                 ditto,                  County  Courts  152 

County  Court  Orders  Confirmed 134 

Advising  personally  responsible  bodies  of  Trustees 91 

Authorising  Sales  of  Charity  Estates 8S 

Ditto,          Exchanges 2 

Ditto,          Leases    112 

Ditto,          Improvements  20 

Ditto,          Compromises 10 

Ditto,          Transfer  of  Stock  or  Money  to  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  )     d  ^ 
Estates  j     ^^^ 

Miscellaneous 68 

1508 

£       s.    d. 
Amount  of  Funded  Stocks  transferred  to  Official  Trustees  \     -i  gg  qo  ^  jq  •.  q 
duringl859    j         »,uo* 

Stocks  standing  in  the  name  of  the  Official  Trustees  at  the  end  >     ggs  709  19    9 

Returns  of  Annual  Accounts  of  Charities  during  1859 13,343 

(The  Commissioners  complain  of  this  small  number.) 
Charities  Recovered  in  the  year  1859 334 

STOCKS  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  Enghmd  and  Public  Companies,  up  to  31st 

December,  1859,  for  Staffordshire,  and  belonging  to  Charitable  Trusts : — 

£     s.  d. 
Almington  and  Bloore  m  Turley,  with  Hales,  Pumey  SiUitoe's]     qqq    q    q 
Charity ) 

Alrcwas—Turton's  Charity 104  17    2 

Bnrton-on-Trent— Elizabeth  Wilkins's  Bequest  to  Ellen  Parker's)     ^q^    q    q 

Almshouses  y 

Qent  (now  put  to  Worcestershire}— The  Church  Charity 693    6  8 

King's  Bromley— Rev.  J.  Gaunfs  Charity  91    5  1 

Kingsley  Parish  Schoob  2339    9  5 

Newcastle-under-Lyme— Thomas  Hattrell's  Charity 2753  18  2 
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£       s.    d. 

Penn— Poor's  Land  Charity   2090    5  10 

Rolleston— William  RoUeston's  Charity  1944  14  11 

Sheen— Free  School 186  11    7 

Ellen  Buck's  Charity  10    8    5 

Longton,  or  Lane  End,  John  Bourne's  Charity  1041  13    4 

Tettenhall— Hand's  Bequest  28  19    6 

Wrottealey's  ditto  100    0    0 

Various 178  18    6 

Tipton— Sheldon's  Bread  Charity 1385    4    9 

Solomon  Woodall  and  others  1420    3    1 

Trentham— Parish  Charities    22111    1 

Trysull— John  Tomer's  Charity 104  14    3 

Lands  at  Bnlwardine    84  16    4 

Walsall— Free  Grammar  School 800    0    0 

Bentley  Hay  Charity  470  13    6 

John  Hawle's  ditto  867    7    8 

Wednesbury — ^Joseph  Hopkins's  Charity 2249    3    4 

Wolstanton-Hulme's  Charity  School  901    1    7 

Womboum— Sir  S.  HelUer's  Charity 127  U  10 

Woore — St.  Leonard's  and  Knighton  (moiety  of)  615    7    8 

Yoxall— Various  Benefactions 87    3  10 


THE   END. 


ERRATA. 

Pa^e  85,  first  line,  for  "  those  present,"  read,  "  these  presents." 

„  128,  last  line  but  one,  for  "  1859,'  read  •*  1850." 

„  ••  137,"  should  be  page  "237. ' 

^  182,  last  line  but  five,  for  *•  Bourne,"  read  "  Browne." 

„  216,  last  line  but  four,  for  **  Jenkinson,"  read  "  Tomkinson.** 

^  268,  for  "  Descended,"  read  "  Descendants." 

„  36.'>,  last  line  but  one,  for  "  paid,"  road  "  pav." 

„  465,  fourth  line,  for  "  it  is,"  read  "  thev  are. 

„  607,  Burslem,  first  line,  for  "  popular. '  read  "  populous." 

^  560,  Brereton,  for  '*  six  pay  scnolarsi"  read  "  is  allowed  twenty  pay  Bcholan." 


Notice. — The  primary  object  of  this  Work  being  a  Histost  op  the 
Stafvobdshibe  Endowed  Schoous,  the  author  has  not  embodied  any  Cha- 
ritable Bequests  in  it  belonging  to  parishes  which  haTe  no  sach  schools, — 
these  will  form  a  fatore  volume  by  themselTes. 

Koif,  1860 
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